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PREFACE. 

WiUi  the  close  of  the  year  1788,  npon  which  in  this  Tolame  we  haye  en- 
tered, will  teiminate  the  original  limits  assigned  to  the  daties  of  the  Editor  bj 
the  act  of  IGth  of  February,  1851 ; — bnt  inasmuch  as  the  Colonial  Records 
hare  been  completed  in  16  Tolnmes,  extending  the  date  to  1700, — the  legis- 
ktore,  at  their  last  session,  introdnced  into  the  <*  appropriation  law" — the 
foUoiriiig  section,  anthoriong  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  continue 
the  publication  fkt>m  1788  to  1790— thus  rendering  the  period  embraced  in 
both  works  the  same.  ' 

Section  67.  **  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby  autho- 
rised and  required  to  continue  the  printing,  publication  and  distribution  of 
the  PennsyHmnia  ArohiTCS,  from  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  to  the  year  one  thousand  seyen  hundred  and  ninety,  in  con* 
fonaity  with  the  requirements  of  an  act  entitied  **  an  act  for  proriding  for 
the  publication  of  the  Colonial  Records  and  other  original  papers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;"  approTcd  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  the  supple- 
nent  thereto^  except  so  far  as  issuing  proposals  for  the  publication  of  the 
Hone ;  Fro9id$d^  That  the  cost  for  printing  and  publishing  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  the  price  per  Tolume  contracted  for  the  publication  of  the  said 
Archires  under  the  aboTC  redted  act;  and  when  so  publishedy shall  be 
distributed  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  persons,  as  prorided  by  the 
setersl  aots  relating  to  the  distribution  of  said  works." 

ApproTcd  May  0, 1854. 


PREFACE. 

WiOk  the  oloae  of  the  year  1788,  npen  which  in  this  Tolume  we  hsye  en. 
tered,  will  tenniiutte  the  original  limits  assigned  to  the  duties  of  the  Editor  bj 
the  act  of  16th  of  Febmary,  1851 ; — but  inasmnch  as  the  Colonial  Beoords 
hare  been  oompleted  in  16  Tolnmes,  extending  the  date  to  1700, — the  legis- 
lature, at  their  last  session,  introdnced  into  the  "  appropriation  law*' — the 
following  Beetion,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  eontinne 
the  pnblieation  from  1788  to  1790— thus  rendering  the  period  embraced  in 
both  works  the  same.  ' 

Section  67.  <'  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  required  to  eontinne  the  printing,  pnUication  and  distribution  of 
the  Pennsylyania  Archiyes,  from  the  year  one  thonsand  seren  hundred  and 
eaghty-three,  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  in  con- 
formity with  the  requirements  of  an  act  entitied  *<  an  act  for  proriding  for 
the  publication  of  the  Colonial  Records  and  other  original  papers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secrelaxy  of  the  Commonwealth ;"  approved  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  except  so  far  as  issuing  proposals  for  the  publication  of  the 
same ;  Profridtd^  That  the  cost  for  printing  and  publishing  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  the  price  per  yolume  contracted  for  the  publication  of  the  said 
Archires  under  the  aboTC  redted  act;  and  when  so  pubUshedy shall  be 
distributed  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  persons,  as  prorided  by  the 
sereral  aots  reUting  to  the  distribution  of  said  works." 

Approred  May  0, 1864. 


An  Act  to  prevbkt  and  stat  Suits  against 
Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  during  the  timb 

THEREIN  mentioned,  1783. 

Sect.  I  Whereaa  CommissionerSi  duly  anthorised  and  appointed 
agreeable  to  the  ninth  Artiele  of  the  Confederation  of  the  United 
States^  to  hear  and  determine  the  Controversy  between  Uie  Common- 
wealth  of  i'«nfi«^t7afeta  and  the  l^tate  of  Oonnecttcutj  have  adjudged 
and  decreed,  ''  That  the  Jnrisdiction  and  Pre-emption  of  all  the 
"  Territory,  lying  within  the  Charter  Boundary  of  JPrntuylvania^ 
"  and  claimed  by  the  State  of  Connecticut^  do  of  Right  belong  to 
"  the  State  of  Pennsyhai^ia." 

Sect.  II.  And  Whereas  thia  Honao,  taking  into  Consideration  tb4 
Situation  of  the. present  Settlers  under  the  late  Claim  of  the  State 
of  Qmneeticutj  at  that  Part  of  Wj^ominff  eastward  and  northward  of 
NescopecXs  Falls,  on  the  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  haye  agreed 
to  send  Commissioners  to  make  Enquiry  into  the  Cases  of  the  said 
Settlers,  and  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible  reasonable  and 
friendly  Compromises  between  the  Parties  claiming,  and  therefora  it 
is  highly  improper  that  any  Proceedings  at  Law  should  be  had  for 
the  Kecovery  of  any  Lands  or  Tenements  during  the  said  Enquiry. 

Sect.  IIL  Be  it  there/ore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  h^  the 
RepreUntatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonweaith  (/PennsylYania, 
m  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  Authority  ofsaame,  That  every 
Writ  and  Process  whatever  granted  or  issued,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  granted  or  issued,  for  any  Owner  or  Owners,  Claimant  or  Claim-^ 
ants,  against  any  Person  being  now  an  Inhabitant  on  said  Lands  at 
Wyoming f  in  order  to  dispossess  any  of  the  said  Inhabitants  or 
Settlers  of  the  Lands  or  Tenements  in  his,  her  or  their  Occupancy, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  stayed ;  and  on 
Hodoo,  all  further  Proceedings  thereon  shall  be  quashed  by  the 
Court  to  which  such  Writ  shall  be  returnable,  until  the  Report  of 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  Order 
shall  be  taken  thereupon. 

Sbctt.  IY.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforetaidj 
That  this  Act  shall  be  and  continue  in  Force  until  the  find  of  ^e 
next  Sitting  of  General  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 
Signed,  by  Order  of  the  House, 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  Speaker 

Enacted  into  a  law,  at  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday,  the  Thirteen 
Day  of  March,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred Eighty  and  Three. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Indorsed— TAwcQh.  13, 1783. 
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John  Nicholson  to  Council,  1788. 

Compt.  GeDerala  Office^  Philada.  Marob  15tb^  1788. 
Sir, 

1  beg  leave  to  reqnesfc  Tbat  an  order  be  drawn  upon  tbe  Treasurer 
ID  my  favor  for  five  hundred  pound  state  money  for  paying  depre- 
ciation Certificates  agreeable  to  act  of  Assembly,  the  money  reo'd. 
upon  last  order  is  entirely  Expended. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  Great  Bespect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed.  Humble  Servant. 

JNO.  $riCH0L80N. 
(public  Service.) 
Direeledy    To  His  Ezcelly.  John  Dickinson  Esq.,  President. 
.    Compt.  Oen.  Office. 

Bbtuen  ov  Dstiobncts  of  Cloathinos  &c.,  bklonging 

to  the  Hessian  Troops,  1788. 
Ketom  of  Defficeneys  of  Cloathing.   &c,  Necessar/s  Missing  by 
Being  Detained  in  Chester  County,  belonging  to  the   Hessian 
Troops. 

Lancaster,  Marcb  16th,  1783. 


85  Large  Kegimental  Blankets  belonging 
to  Prince  Hereditary  Begiment,  @  pr. 
Blanket.  .... 

9  Shirts  of  the  yaeers,  @  pr.  Shirt. 

1  Pair  Stocking,  @.       . 


7  Packs  from  Europe  containing. 

7  Doien  mettle  Buttons 
1  Piece  of  Nan  Kin  j 
6  Shirts 

6i  Yard  FntAhn 
5  Yard  Drilling 
8i  YaidbliewCloath 
5  Yard  red  Shallong 
5  Silck    Hanckerohifflie 

kerchiffts. 
1  Cap 
9  Yard  Linen 


Total, 


Pensilva.  CnrreDcy. 

£ 

•. 

d. 

£ 

«. 

1 

10 

52 

10 

12 

5 

8 

8 

8 

4 

1 
1 

8 
16 

18 

4 

10 

8 

el 

19 

8 

4 

1 

1 

10 

6 

5 

7 

6 

1 

17 

6 

15 

8 

15 

8 

6 

2 

14 

81 

17 

9 

Lewis  Flaehshaar,  Pay  Quart.  Mr. 
Major  of  Regt.  de  Bose, 
Wm.  Armstrong  Capi  64th  &  D.  Q.  M.  Oen. 
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Bbficibncibs   in  the  British  and  Qbrmak  Cloathing. 

Total  Amount  of  DeficioDoies  in  the  British  &  German  Cloathing, 
with  all  Extraordinary  Charges  incurred  by  the  Stopping  of  it  in 
Chester  County. 

Philadelphia,  Idth  Maroh,  1783. 


Amount  of  Deficiencies  in  je  British  Cloathing,  &c.; 
as  ^  Beturui        .... 

Ditto,  Hessian  Cloathing,  do., 

Ditto,  -        Anspach     Ditto,     do., 

Extra  Charges  paid   for  Waggons  when  prevented 

receiving  the  Cloathing,     .    ^        .  . 

Expences  of  French  Guards  f*  Wilmington  to  Phila- 
delphia &  Lancaster, 

Ditto         for  four  Expresses  from   do.  to  do., 
Capt  Armstrong's  Expences  from  Ist  Jan.,  theday^ 
the  Cloathing  was  stopped,  to  11th  March,  the  l 
day  he  received  what  was  not  embezzled,  J 

Qr.  Mr.  Titt,  his  assistant,  from  ditto  to  ditto, 
Qr.  Mr.  Flaokarsha  of  the  Hessians,  from  do.  to  do., 
Qr.*  Mr.  Daig  of  the  Anspachs  from     do.     to    do.. 
Exchange  ac  £6  *^  Cent  on  £515, 10,  which  Capt.  ^ 
Armstrong  was  obliged  to  draw  for  on  New  York  > 
to  pay  the  above  Expences,  .         j 

Amount  of  Cap.  Armstrong's  Charges. 

Charges  ^ven  in  to  Capt.  Armstrong  by  Wm.  Davis  ^ 

&  Wm.  Sharpley,  Conductors  of  Waggons,  for  I 

they,  with  Twenty- three  Waggons  were  detained  [ 

by  the  Seizers,  .  .  .  .J 

Total. 


£2589 

81 

2906 

96 

81 
21 

245 

122 
61 
61 

80 


£6197 
102 


^6299 


1    5 

17   9 

511 


17   6 


1   2 


1    2 


Errors  Excepted. 


WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Cap.  64th  H.  D.,  Q.  M.  Gen. 


Prbs.  to  Delegatrs  op  Congress,  1788. 

March  19, 1783. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  having  observed  that  by  the  fourth  of  the  provisional 
articles  agreed  upon  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  and 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  it  is  declared  '<  that  Creditors  on  either 
side  shall  meet  with  no  lawful  Impediment  to  the  Recovery  of  the 
full  Value  in  Sterling  Money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  con- 
tracted," are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  these  Expressions  have  an 
Extent  &  force,  that  unless  properly  regulated,  may  be  attended  by 
Consequences  inconsistent  with  Justice,  Humanity  or  Equity. 

There  may  be  no  particular   Hardship   in  calling  upon  British 
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Debtors  for  payment,  that  Kingdom  not  having  been  the  seat  of 
War.  The  Case  is  totally  different  with  Respect  to  Citizens  of  these 
states  who  are  Debtors.  It  is  needless  to  repeat  to  Gentlemen  of 
jonr  Information  the  varioos  and  severe  Calamities  with  which  this 
Country  has  been  overwhelmed  in  the  Course  of  the  unprovoked 
War.  Yon  are  sensible  not  only  how  general  and  grievous  these 
afflictions  have  been,  but  that  the  Effects  must  continue  in  very  con- 
siderable operation  for  some  time. 

We  therefore  desire  that  You  will  use  your  best  Exertions  in 
Congress  to  have  Instructions  immediately  sejQt  to  our  Commissioners^ 
requiring  them  to  take  Care  that  in  the  definitive  Treaty  oi  Peace, 
or  by  some  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  be  allowed  a  reasonable  Time  for  the  payment  of  their 
Debts  to  British  Creditors. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress. 


Resolution  of  Assembly.    Boundary  Linb,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  March  22, 1783,  A.  M. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  relative  to  the  line  run  between  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  State  of  Virginia,  read  Maroh  6,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted,  as  follows,  (viz,) 

Your  committee  who  were  directed  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  on  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  running 
the  line  between  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia,  having  performed 
that  duty,  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  taking  into  coBsideration  the  resolve  of  this  House,  dated 
Jlilaroh  2,  1782,  It  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  that  a  temporary  line,  which  might  be  run 
at  a  moderate  expence,  would  answer  the  present  purposes,  and  serve 
as  a  boundary  to  the  end  of  the  War,  or  until  the  States  might  be 
in  more  tranquillity,  and  better  able  to  encounter  the  expence  that 
would  attend  the  final  settlement  thereof.  And  we  find  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  their  resolve,  dated 
the  first  day  of  June  last,  have  agreed  thereto. 

We  also  find  that  in  pursuance  of  said  resolves,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  of  Virginia,  Council  have  caused  the  said  line  to  be 
run  and  marked  agreeably  to  the  plan  laid  before  the  House. 

Resolved,  that  this  House  do  approve  the  said  report,  and  con- 
firm the  said  line  run  by  Messieurs  Nevil  and  McClean,  as  the 
boundary  line  between  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia,  until  the 
,  final  settlement  thereof  be  obtained. 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State  communicate 
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the  reaolntioD  of  this  House  to  the  Legislatare  of  Yirginia,  as  soon 
as  conyenientlj  may  be,  and  in  the  mean  time  issiie  their  proclJEima* 
lioo  BignifyiDg  the  same;  and  reqairing  the  inhabitants  included 
vithin  said  Urandarj  to  pay  dae  obedience  nnto  the  Laws  of  this 
State.  Extract  from  tho  Mrautes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

1788,  March  22d.  Resolntion  of  the  General  Assembly;  their 
mpprobation  of  the  line  lately  ran  between  this  State  and  Virginia. 

Read  in  Coancil  the  2  Jth,  and  Proclamation  issued  for  quieting 
tho  minds  af  the  Inhabitants.* 


Rbport  op  a  Committse  of  Assembly,  1788. 

Yoar  Committee  appointed  on  the  Message  of  the  Supreme  ex* 
ecotivc  Council,  with  the  report  of  th<)  proceedings  of  the  Comp- 
troller General,  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  Accounts  of 
Timothy  Matlack,  £sq%  Secretary  to  said  Council,  Beg  leave  to 
report  That  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the  piopeediogs  of 
the  Comptroller  General,  by  which  it  appears  the  said  Secretary  has 
charged  the  State  with  a  very  considerable  snm,  and  which  the  said 
Comptroller  declares  is  altogether  inadmissable  and  prays  to  be  in- 
stmcted  by  the  Honorable  the  Council  or  Assembly,  it  is  therefore 
tiie  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  most  eligable  mode  of  bring- 
ing this  business  to  a  final  settlement,  is  for  the  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral to  prosecute  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  in  the  Sapreme 
Court,  in  Order  to  try  the  contested  points  by  a  Jury,  &  therefore 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  the  Comptroller  General  of  this  State  proceed  to 
the  tryal  of  the  contested  points,  in  the  Accounts  of  Timothy 
Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  executive  Council,  bj  a 
Jury  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  he  be  hereby  authorized  to 
employ  Counsel  for  that  purpose. 
Indorsed, 

Read  1  time.  Mar.  22, 1783,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order 
read  2  times,  and  adopted  .f 

Sec'y  of  Foreign  affairs  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

(Circular)  Office  for  foreign  affiiirs,  Philadelphia, 

24Lh  March,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  abstract  of  the  preliminary  Arti- 
cles for  a  general  peace.  Signed  the  20th  of  January,  1783.  They 
were  brought  by  a  vessel  that  arrived  last  night  from  Cadiz,  dis- 
patched by  Count  d'  £staing  to  recall  the  cruizors  and  privateers  of 

♦  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  640.  ^ 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  Xlll.,p.  688,  640.  John  Armstrong  Jr.,  was  ap- 
pointad  Saoy.,  March  26. 
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hift  moat  Christian  Majesty  and  hia  Subjeota.  Tho'  not  official,  they 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  this  happy  event  on  which  I  ainoerely  con- 
gratulate Your  Excellency.  When  the  wisdom  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  re-established  their  credit  &  ttrengthened  their  bond 
of  Uaion,  whi6h  will  doubtless  be  the  first  work  of  peace,  we  shall 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  this  will  be  a  happy  &  a  flourishing 
Country, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  &  most  humble  aervant^ 

ROB.  R,  LIVINGSTON. 
Directedj    His  Excellency,  President  Dickinson. 

Preliminaribs  of  Peace,  1783. 

Philadelphia,  March  24tb,  1783. 
Bis  Most  Christian  Majesty's  Cutter  the  Triumph,  commanded  by 

the  Chevalier  DDQUESNK,.  arrived  this  Morning,  in  36  days 

from  Cadiz.     By  her  we  have  the  following  very  agreeable  and 

important  Intelligence. 
The  Principal  Articles  of  the  Preliminaries  of  the  Peace  of  the  20th 
of  January,  1783. 

France  to  retain  Tobago  and  Senegal. 
-..France  to  restore  to  Great  Britain  Grenada,  St.  Vincents,  Domi- 
nique and  St.  Christophers. 

St.  Enstatia,  Demerara,  Berbioe,  and  Issequibo  shall  be  restored 
to  the  Dutch. 

Gr^at  Britain  to  restore  to  France,  Goree,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Pierre^ 
and  Miquelon 

The  fishery  of  France  and  England  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland 
to  remain  on  the  same  footing  on  which  they  were  left  by  the  treaty 
Qf  1763,  except  that  part  of  the  coast  from  Cape  Bonavista  to  Cape 
St.  John's,  which  shall  belong  to  the  Euglish. 

France  to  be  re-established  in  the  East  Indies,  as  well  in  Bengal 
as  on  the  east  and  west  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  as  regulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1763. 

The  articles  of  the  preceding  treaties;  concerning  the  demolition 
of  Dunkirk,  to  be  suppressed. 

Spain  to  retain  Minorca  and  west  Florida. 

Great  Britain  cedes  East  Florida  to  Spain. 

An  agreement  is  to  be  entered  into  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain,  about  the  cutting  of  wood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras. 

Great  Britain  to  retain  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Negapatam  in  the 
East  Indies. 

Great  Britain  to  restore  Trinqemale  to  the^Dutcb,  if  not  re-taken. 

St.  Eustatia,  Demararaand  Ifiequibo,  to  bejestored  by  the  French 
to  the  united  provinces. 

Great  Britain  acknowledges  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
the  thirteen  united  states  of  America. 

The  limits  of  the  united  states  to  be  as  agreed  upon  in  the  provis- 
ional articles  between  them  and  Qreat  Britain^  except  that  they  shall 
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not  extend  further  down  the  rirer  Mississippi  Ifaan  the  82d  degree 
of  north  latitude,  from  whence  a  line  is  to  be  drawn  to  the  head  of 
the  river  St.  Marj^  and  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  its  mouth. 
Gopj  of  the  heads  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  signed  the  20th  of 

Jannary,  and  transmitted  bj  express  on  the  22d  by  the  marquis 

de  Caffrics.  ^Signed,) 

Cadia,  February  11,  1783.  ESTAING. 

We  Cassar  Anne  de  la  Losemey  Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  Si«  John 
of  Jerusalem,  Marechal  des  Gamps  and  Armies  of  the  King,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  GhristainaMijesty  to  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  Ac. 

Make  known  to  all  those  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  Chavalit 
Dnquesne,  lieutenant  commanding  his  Majesty's  cutter  the  Triumph, 
who  arrived  this  day  at  this  port,  has  communicated  to  us  Orders,  m 
form  of  a  Passport,  which  he  received  from  Count  d'Estaing,  Vice* 
Admiral  of  France;  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy. 

"CHARLES  HENRY  COUNT  D'ESTAINO,  Vice  Admiral  of 

France,  Lieutenant-General  of  his  Majesty's  Forces,  Knight  of  his 

Orders,  &c. 

It  is  ordered,  that  monsieur  the  chevalier  Duquesne^  lieutenant 
commanding  his  majesty's  cutter,  Triumph,  do  sail  as  soon  as  possible 
from  the  bay  of  Cadis,  and  inform  all  vessels  that  he  may  meet  of 
the  happy  re-union  of  the  belligerent  powers*  It  is  ordered,  in  the 
name  of  his  majesty,  and  by  me,  to  all  ships  of  the  line,  frigates,  and 
other  vessels  belonging  to  his  majesty,  that  he  may  meet,  that  they- 
abstain  from  all  hostilities  against  the  ships  of  war  and  merchant 
vessels  of  his  Britannio  majesty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  theyt 
give  them  all  necessary  aid  and  succour,  and  every  testimony  of  a 
nnion  re»established  under  the  moat  happy  auspices,  by  the  prelimt« 
nanes  which  were  signed  the  20th  of  this  month,  of  Jan.  in  tho 
present  year,  it  is  ordered  also,  in  his  majesty's  name,  that  all  vesseb 
armed  for  war  and  on  a  cruise,  do  return  into  port.  After  having 
given  them  a  copy  of  this  order,  he  shall  take  their  names,  likewise 
Sle  date  of  the  day  that  he  shall  have  furnished  it,  and  shall  notify 
to  them  that  they  shall  answer  personally  for  every  deed  which  they 
m9y  commit  oontrary  thereto. 

Monsienr  the  chevalier  Duquesne,  in  virtue  of  the  present  order, 
which  serves  him  for  a  passport,  shall  carry  a  flag  of  truce,  he  shall 
particnlarly  cruize  in  those  latitudes  where  he  presumes  he  may 
meet  the  greatest  number  of  French  privateers,  and  shall  endeavour 
to  overtake  them.  If  the  events  of  the  sea  shall  conduct  him  to  any 
of  the  French  colonies,  or  upon  the  coasts  of  the  united  states  of 
America,  he  shall  communicate  the  present  orders,  to  the  governor 
of  the  place,  and  to  the  armed  vessels  of  the  different  nations  that 
may  be  then  there,  he  will  likewise  shew  the  present  passport  to  all 
vessels  of  war  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majesty  with  whom  he 
shall  speak,  and  give  them  a  copy  signed  by  him,  if  they  should 
desire  it.     He  shall  likewise  pay  (hem  every  respect,  which  the  first 
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moments  of  a  re-nnion  demands;  tbe  object  of  his  mission,  (for  iha 
gooc^  of  humanity^  and  as  much  as  is  in  my  power)  being  to  hasten 
its  happy  effects. 

Gadia,  the  10th  Febmary;  1783. 

Signed,  D'ESTAINO. 

By  Order,  Maetin/' 

And  desiring  to  give  all  necessary  Anthenticity  and  Notoriety  to 
these  orders,  We  certify  by  these  Presents,  that  the  above  is  a  true 
Copy. 

We  likewise  certify ,  that  AL^le  Chevalier  DnQuesne  has  informed 
ns,  that  M.  le  Gomte  d'Estaing  directed  him  to  desire  all  vessels  that 
he  should  find  ready  to  sail  in  the  different  ports  where  he  should  have 
occasion  to  go,  to  delay  their  departure  from  said  ports,  until  the 
arrival  of  official  accounts  of  the  signing  the  Preliminaries,  the  news 
of  which  cannot  fail  to  arrive  soon  on  this  continent. 

Given  at  Philadelphia,  in  our  Hotel,  this  24th  of  March,  1788. 
LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE.* 


Capt.  Wm.  Armstronq  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 
Sir, 

•  Inclosed'^I  send  you  a  List  of  the  Waggoners'  Names  who  were 
stopped  in  Chester  County,  when  on  their  way  with  British  01oAth«- 
ing  from  Wilmington  to  Lancaster. 

As  Sheriff  Gardner  says  Four  of  the  Waggons  were  not  stopped 
along  with  the  other  thirty-four,  he  will  now  be  able  to  ascertain 
their  names;  But  as  it  certainly  was  owing  to  tbe  others  being  stopped 
that  they  did  not  proceed  to  Lancaster,  I  must  expect  that  he  will 
find  them  out,  &  see  that  they  do  proceed  accordingly,  where  a  receipt 
will  be  given  for  every  article  delivered,  &  the  amount  deducted 
from  the  return  of  Deficiencies  that  I  gave  in  on  the  19*^  Instant ; 
But  as  there  is  now  a  prospect  that  our  Prisoners  will  soon  be  sent 
to  New  York,  it  will  be  necessary  to  Limit  the  time  of  Delivery  to  a 
short  period. 

As  I  have  Business  of  Consequence  which  obliges  me  to  return  to 
New  York  &  prevents  my  being  able  to  wait  for  the  Gomt>letton  of 
^  this  Business,  I  am  to  request  your  Excellency's  Anawer  to  my 
requisitions  of  the  10*^  Instant,  in  order  that  I  may  lay  it  before  His 
Excellency  S'  Guy  Carleton.  If  thought  necessary,  I  don't  suppoM 
there  will  be  any  Objections  made  to  my  returning  here  some  time 
hence  to  finish  it. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*^ 
W-  ARMSTRONG, 

Cap*  e^*"*  &  D.  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Philadelphia,  25t»  March,  1783, 
Tb^  Honorable  President  Dickinson. 

*  From  a  hftod  bill  printed  by  DaTid  C.  Cloypoole  ia  Marlset  street 
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Philadelphia,  25*^  Hafdi,  1783. 
list  of  the  Waggoners'  Names  who  did  not  arrive  at  Lancaster 
with  the  British  CJoathing  with  whioh  they  were  loaded  at  WiU 
miDgtoD,  from  the  Flag  of  Trace  Ship  Amazon,  John  Floyd,  Master. 

Thomas  Tally,  Elisha  Baldwin, 

Phillip  Jackson,  Wm.  Sharpely, 

Jasper  Basson,  Wm.  Tally, 

Wm.  McClintock,  Wm.  Reid, 

Wm.  Long,  David  Cochran, 

Isaac  Johnson,  Jas.  Adams,  • 

Thos.  Bird,  Andw.  Oihson, 

Wm,  Elliott,  Thos.  Gibson, 

Jno.  Frame,  James  Robertson, 

Geo.  Waddle,  Joseph  Boggs, 

Isaac  Miller,  John  Price, 

Thomas  Cloud,  Charles  Springer, 

Wm.  Cloud,  Solomon  Price, 

John  Forward,  John  Miller, 

Thos.  Bird,  Maj'  Dan*  Adams,  4rove  by  a  Negro. 

Elisha  Tally,  John  Crosby, 

George  Davis,  Andw.  Reed, 

Joseph  Loyd,  Jeremiah  Wilson, 

John  Boo^,  Adam  Glendinning. 

Totol,  38— W-  ARMSTRONG,  Capt.  64»\ 


Sir  Gut  Carlbton  to  R.  B.  LiviNasroK,  Bsq.,  1788. 

New  York,  March  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  recM  your  letter  of  the  24th  Inst,  enclosing  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  y*  same  date  taken  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Cutter  Triumphe,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Du  Quesne,  with  orders 
of  the  lOth  of  Feb'y  last,  given  at  Cadiz,  by  Vice  Admiral  D'fistaing 
for  him  to  put  to  sea  &  cruise  on  such  stations  as  he  shall  judge 
most  likely  to  meet  with  ships  of  his  nation,  &  inform  them  of  the 
happy  reooQciliation  of  the  belligerent  powers,  &  to  order  all  their 
ships  of  war  to  cease  hostilities  against  those  of  Great  Britain,  the 
preliminary  articles  of  a  general  peace  being  signed  the  20th  of 
Jan'y,  you  thereupon  are  pleased  to  express  your  expectation  that 
I  would  think  the  information  thus  conveyed  "  sufficiently  authentic 
"  to  justify  my.  taking  immediate  measures  to  stop  the  further 
effusion  of  blood." 

For  my  own  part  I  have  hitherto  abstained  from  all  hostilities,  & 
this  conduct  I  mean  to  continue,  so  far  as  our  own  security  would 
permit,  but  how  great  soever  my  desire  is  to  put  an  entire  stop  to 
the  calamities  of  war  &  whatever  respect  this  information  may 
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deservei  jet  I  do  not  find  myself  thereby  justified  in  reoommending 
measnres  which  might  give  facility  to  the  fleets  &  armies  mentcing 
any  part  of  the  King's  possessionSi  to  carry  their  hostilities  into 
exeeation. 

To  adopt  a  nieasare  of  this  importance  it  is  necessary  I  should 
receive  orders  from  home^jrhich  I  may  reasonably  expect  every 
hour,  as  a  cruiser  sent  out  on  other  purposes  is  already  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  &  I  assure  Sir,  I  only  wait  the  official  certainty  of  this 
great  Event,  to  assume  the  language  and  the  spirit  too^  of  the  most 
perfect  conciliation  &  peace. 

I  perceive  Sir,  by  the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter,  that 
Congress  has  thought  fit  to  consider  this  information  as  authentic  & 
thereupon  has  taken  one  considerable  Step  towards  carrying  the 
terms  of  peace  into  immediate  execution.  Another  not  less  important 
I  presume  has  been  taken,  or  is  taking.  With  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  I  perceive,  is  connected  in  the  7th  Article  of  the  provi- 
sional treaty  an  engagement  that  ''All  prisoners  on  both  sides  shall 
be  set  at  liberty,''  of  this  event  therefore  I  hope  likewise  speedily  to 
receive  the  very  necessary  &  welcome  notice,  as  I  shall  find  the 
highest  satisfaction  in  seeing  released  on  all  sides,  men,  upon  whom 
the  evils  &  calamities  of  war^  have  more  peculiarly  fallen. 
I  am  Sir 

your  most  obt.  &  most  hum.  servant, 

GUY  CARLETON. 
Copy. 
Directedy 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esqr. 


Capt.  Tflos.  RoBiNSOBr  to  Pkes.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Wyoming,  26th  March,  1783. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencies  Orders,  and  Instructions  to  me  of  the  fourth 
Instant  I  Received  on  13th  But  Such  was  the  State  of  the  Weather, 
the  Roads  and  the  Freshes  in  the  Creeks  and  Rivers  as  Rendred  it 
'  Impracticable  for  me  to  march  before  the  19th  and  on  the  23d  I 
Arived  here,  with  much  difficulty,  (where  I  met  Captain  Philip 
Shrawder,)  I  Imediatly  Took  posession  of  the  garrison  with  Every 
thing  belonging  thereunto.  I  Also  met  at  the  same  place  Capt. 
Peter  Sumers,  Late  of  the  4  Pennsa  Regt.,  who  had  been  sent  here 
to  Collect  and  Carry  away  the  Remainder  of  the  (Continantal) 
Military  and  other  stores  fr(51h  this  post.  As  I  Had  Carried  no  military 
stores  to  this  post  I  therefore  Judged  it  Improper  to  Let  the  garrison 
be  Intirely  destitute  of  Amanition,  I  therefore  retained  some  part 
of  the  Military  stores  (for  which  I  gave  Captain  Sumers  a  Recept,) 
and  herein  Inclose  your  Excellencie  a  Return  of  the  same. 
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ProTionfl  to  mj  arrival  here  the  Indians  had  Either  Killed  or 
Gaptared^  two  men  at  some  Diatanoe  from  thia  plaee,  I  Have  also 
received  Authantick  Inteligence  of  one  man  being  Captured  in 
Boffalp  and  of  parties  being  about  That  nei^hboumood,  and  Muncy. 
I  also  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Exoellencie  that  a  strict  Attention 
mnd  Regard  shall  be  paid  to  every  part  of  your  Instructions  to  me. 

I  am  ^  with  Every  sentiment 

of  Esteem  &  Bespeot 
^  your  Excellencies 

most  obedt.  Humble  servant. 
THOS.  ROBINSON,  Capt'n  of  P.  Rangers. 


Return  of  Continantel  Militia  Stores  Retained  by  Captain  Thomas 
Robinson  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rangers,  For  the  use  of  the  Qar- 
rison  at  Wyoming,  26  March,  1783. 

No.  Boxes,  No.  Rounds. 

4  Rounds  Shot,    ...      21 
7  Do.,      •    .    .    .        11 

5  Oannister,      ....      81 
4  Do 18 

2  Orape, 24 

3  Do., 18 

7       .  Swivel  Case,      ...      40 

'6  Round  swivel,        .     .       106 

9  Swivel  Case, ....       88 

12         Case 7 


Total, 


314 


0  papers  Tubes, 
8  pairs  Drag  Ropes, 

10  Sticks  port  fires, 

1  Dark  Lantron, 
8  Sponges, 
4  Seoopa, 
6  Worms, 
4  Oil  Cloths, 

Directed f 

His  Exoellencie,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreame  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Per  Capt.  Peter  Sumers. 


8  lbs.  Lead, 
2  lbs.  powder, 
18  Bayonets, 
5  Old  Shovels, 
1  Old  Pine  Chest  &  Desk, 
a  Quantity  of  Rotton  Slow* 
match  not  fit  for  use. 
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John  NioHOLsoiir  to  Pbes.  -Dickinson,  1T88. 

Gomptr.  Generars  Office, 

Pbilada.,  Marob  26tli,  1783. 
Sir, 

Permit  me-  to  request  that  an  Order  may  b^  drawn  upon  the  « 
Treasurer  in  ro  j  favor  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  specie  for  paying 
sundry  Contingent  expenses  of  this  office  for  which  sum  I  will 
account. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  respect  your  Excell'y  most  obedt.  seryant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Directedj 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Penna. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prhs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Comptr.  General's  office, 

Philada.,  Maroh  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  in  my  favor 
for  the  further  sum  of  £ve  hundred  pounds  state  money  for  paying 
depreciation  Certificates  agreeable^to  directions  of  Assembly.  The  sum 
last  rec'd  is  expended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedt. 

very  Humble  servant, 
JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  Penna. 


Answkrs  op  Hon.  Geo.  Bryan,  1783. 

The  answer  of  George  Bryan,  fourth  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  PennsUvania,  to  certain  questions  proposed  by  his  Excel- 
lency  the  president  &  the  honorable  the  Council.     March,  1788. 

First, 

Whether  Commissions  of  oyer  &  terminer,  as  they  have  been 
usually  issued  in  this  State  since  the  revolution,  in  general;  and 

*  Se«  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  641. 
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pntiooUrlj  whotber  a  OommiaiioD  of  ojtr  ft  iermiiier  lately  inued 
fiyrWiBstmoxelftiid  ft  Wariiington  CoantieS;  are  agreeable  to  U&e  Oon* 
atatolioii  ft  laws  t>f  this  State. 

AnsweTy 

The  Aei  of  Assembly  of  1722^  for  establisliiog  Courts  of  Jos* 
tice,  appoints,  that  the  Josdoes  of  the  Sapreme  Court,  who  then 
keVi  at  the  pleasure  of  the  governor,  should  be  justices  of  ojer  ft 
terminer.  This  Law  espeoially,  if  taken  into  oonsidention  with  the 
Act  of  1718|  for  the  advaneement  of  Justice,  doth  not  make  the 
Jud^  the  only  Commisaioiiers  of  Oyer  ft  Terminer  in  capital  cases. 
And  if  such  construction  might  have  been  taken  on  the  passing, 

S;  long  contrary  usage  ft  acting  seems  to  have  decoded  the  point, 
e  standing  Judges  at  Westnuuster  are  not  the  ^nly  Commis* 
akners  of  oyer  ft  terminer  in  England,  ft  even  since  the  act  of  Wil- 
liam  the  3',  by  which  independent  Commissions  ft  salaries  were 
established  tor  them,  no  such  idea  has  been  entertained.  Nothing 
lias  passed  in  Penarilvania,  as  I  know  of,  at  or  since  the  American 
revoltttioa  to  introduce  any  alteration  upon  this  jpoiat.  It  may, 
perhaps  be  suggested,  that  this  anthority  in  the  OoUncil,  may  be 
abused,  as  it  enables  that  board  to  select  Judges  in  a  particular  case, 
to  hear  ft  try  with  design  to  prevent  a  fair  ft  equal  hearing.  But 
aineh  doings  ought  not  to  be  presumed.  They  would  be  too  odious. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  may  be  cases  of  atrocious  offence  in 
which  such  Commiasions  would  not  only  be  legal,  but  proper.  At 
to  the  Commission  issued  lately  to  Westmoreland  and  Washington 
Counties,  with  Blanks  in  it  for  the  names  of  the  accused ;  I  should 
think  it  void  for  thai  circumstance.  But  the  uncertain  description 
of  these  persons  leaves  the  matter  without  all  doubt.  Such  a  writing 
could  ^ve  no  authority  whatever  to  the  Commissioners.  The  whole 
proceedings  nnder  it  must  be  null,  in  my  opinion. 

Second,  ' 

Whether  the  modes  directed  by  the  Acts  of  Assembly  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  by  the  Council,  without 
elections  by  the  people,  are  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Answer, 

B^  the  SOtfa  section  of  the  Constitution,  if  the  freeholders  of  any 
district,  incline  to  have  a  justice  of  the  peace  appointed  in  such 
district  in  a  mauncr  different  from  the  mode  therein  directed,  the 
Legislature  may  gratify  them;  but  that  the  Assembly  upon  the 
neglect  or  refusal  of  the  freeholders  to  choose,  may  authorize  the 
executive  branch  to  appoint  is  not  clear  to  me.  Perhaps  the  Council 
upon  such  neglect  might  Commission  Justices  of  the  peace,  till  the 
proper  Electors  resume  their  rights  under  the  general  power  given 
in  the  20  Section  to  supply  all  vacancies.  However,  this  is  not  a 
case  like  that  of  vacancies  in  the  places  of  Sheriffs  &  Coroners,  offi- 
cers, essentially  necessary  to  the  compleat  organization  of  justice  ft 
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wbidi  Council  mnrt  immmediatelj  fill;  whereas  the  negleet  of  two 
or  three  districta  in  a  County  to  ezerciee  their  piiviledge  of  eleeting 
Justices  of  the  peace^  would  not  be  attended  with  any  great  inoon* 
yeniency. 

Upon  starting  this  question  another  idea  had  arisen.  It  has  been 
asked  whether  the  authority  by  the  ninth  Section  given  to  the  leg- 
islatnre,  to  incorporate  Towns,  Burronghs,  Cities  &  CottntleSy  in* 
eludes,  not  that  of  constituting  Mayors,  Aldermen  &  Burgesses  of  s 
different  appointment  from  the  Constitution,  with  the  powers  So 
jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace? — I  think  not,  unless  the 
major  number  of  the  freeholders  be  desirous  of  it;  and  this  be  pro> 
periy  manifested  to  the  Legislature.  For  such  communities  were  at 
common  Law  long  before  the  institution  of  Justice  of  the  peace, 
who  came  in  by  statute.  Many  corporations  of  this  kind  subsist  in 
England,  which  haye  no  such  Magistracy  in  them,  under  their  Char- 
ters. The  City  of  Westminster*  for  instance,  is  governed  by  a  high 
Steward  &  Burgesses,  who  nominate  a  bailliff,  which  acts  as  a  Sher- 
rif.  The  justices  for  the  Liberty  of  Westminster,  who  are  specially 
commissioned  by  the  Crown,  have  the  care  of  the  peace,  &  hold  a 
qaarterly  sessions  to  hear  and  try  offenders.  Yet  the  Corporation 
of  this  City  holds  Courts  of  common  pleas  and  a  court  similar  to 
the  Courts  Lcet,  which  determines  upon  nuisances  ft  other  offences. 
'<  By  Holt  chief  justice,  tho'  a  man  be  a  mayor,  it  doth  not  follow, 
'Uhat  he  is  a  justice  of  the  peace;  fov  that  must  be  a  special  grant 
in  the  Charter."  Raymond  1830.  The  Legislature  may  therefore 
erect  Corporations  of  Towns,  without  thereby  constituting  Justices  of 
the  peace  whhin  such  Communities,  &  the  Constitution  upon  -both 
these  heads  is  very  consistent,  especially,  as  the  very  mode  of  the 
80  Section  may  be  established  in  such  Towns.  But  if  any  Tariation  - 
be  designed,  it  should  seem,  that  the  freeholders  be  called  together,  & 
that  they  request  it  in  a  special  manner  pointing  out  the  perman* 
ancy  &  manner  of  choice. 

If  the  authority  to  incorporate  Cities,  Towns  &  Counties  could 
be  supposed  necessarily  to  include  a  right  to  give  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  Justice  of  the  peace  to  a  Mayor,  Alderman  or  Burgess,  the 
80th  Section  of  the  Constitution  might  be  easily  evaded,  altogether 
by  incorporating  every  County  for  certain  purposes.  Nay  I  the. 
priviledffe  of  electing  the  Sherriff  by  the  freemen  might  be  wrested 
out  of  their  hands  by  a  like  artifice.  For  a  Bailliff  might  be  con* 
stituted  to  do  the  duties  of  the  Sherriff  within  such  County,  Town 
or  City.  And  the  argument  would  be  strengthened  by  this  circum- 
stance, that  Bayliffs  of  Corporations  are  as  early  as  the  introduction, 
of  municipal  governments  borrowed  from  France  &  Italy  soon  after 
the  Conquest.  The  Communities  of  Cities  were  an  assuagement  to 
the  rigor  of  the  feodal  Oovernment,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  Towns . 
were  protected  &  supported  in  their  independency  of  the  neighbour- 

*  See  the  case  of  New  Sarum  Strange,  1164. 
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bg  Lords,  &  therafore  sooli  priviledges  were  once  of  great  conse- 
qoeDce  to  the  traders  and  artisans.  Hence  they  were  eagerly  soaghl 
for  in  £nglaod.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  old  burroughs  are  all 
within  the  Lands  of  royal  demesne,  &  therefore  it  must  be  mfcrred 
that  the  King  alone  favoured  these  franchises.  The  great  freeholders 
without  doubty  were  anxious  to  hold  the  people  down  under  the 
aerrile  oondition  of  Villeinage ;  a  species  of  Slavery^  which  yet  ob- 
tains in  Bossia,  Poland  &  divers  other  Countries. 

How  far  the  authority  of  the  Assembly,  in  constituting  Magis« 
tratesy  with  jurisdiction  equal  to  Justices  of  the  peace,  has  been  ez« 
ercised  constitutionally  in  reviving  the  Charters  of  Chester  and 
Lancaster,  or  in  framing  a  municipal  police  for  the  Town  of  Carlile, 
I  am  not  fully  informed.  But  if  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  freeholders  in  these  Burroughs,  has  not  been  expressed  so  as  to 
justify  the  innovations  made  by  giving  power  to  the  freemen  an- 
noally  to  choose  justices  of  the  peace;  I  can  hardly  think  the  Bur- 
gesses under  these  incorporating  Acts,  however,  improved  the  man- 
ner of  doing  the  business  may  be,  possess  any  more  jurbdiction 
than  that  of  conservators  of  the  peace.  These  Magistrates  will  do 
well  to  enquire  into  this. 

There  was  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in  1777,  authorising  the 
Council  to  appoint  Judges  of  the  City  Court.  As  these  magistrates 
exercise  power  to  hear  &  determine  concerning  the  peace  the 
Council  has  heretofore  carefully  Commissioned  Justices  of  the 
peace  to  sit  there. 

But  as  to  the  Law  of  31st  August,  1778,  whereby  the  Council 
was  directed  to  appoint  justices  of  the  peace  upon  the  neglect  of  the 
freeholders  to  elect,  I  do  not  think  it  will  warrant  the  Council  to 
urooeed  accordingly.  The  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  in  1777, 1  shall 
2ive  like  answer  to.  These  last  I  always  considered  as  temporary*- 
No  onconstitutional  use,  as  I  remember,  was  made  of  them. 

Northern  Liberties,  24th  March,  1783. 

GEO.  BRYAN.* 


Answbbs  07  C.  J.  McKean,  1783. 

Queries  proposed  to  Honourable  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  to  which,  Council  request  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give 
answers. 

1.  Whether  Commissions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  as  they  have 
been  usually  issued  in  this  State  since  the  Revolution,  in  general,  and 
particularly  whether  a  Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  lately 
issued  for  Westmoreland  and  Washington  Counties,  and  the  pro- 
oeedings  thereon,  are  agreeable  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this 
State? 

«  See  CoL  B«>.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  643. 
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2.  Wbether  tbe  modes  direoted  by  Aets  of  Assembly  for  tbtf 
sppoiDtmeni  of  Jostioes  of  the  peace  by  the  CouQcil,  without  £ko* 
iioDs  of  the  People,  are  warranted  by  the  Constitution  ? 
Council  Chamber, 

Philadelphia,  March  20th,  1783. 
Answers. 

1.  It  rather  appears  to  us,  that  Commissions  of  Oyer  dh  Terminer 
as  they  have  been  usually  issued  in  this  State  since  the  Revolution, 
if  they  are  all  conformable  to  the  precedent  shown  to  us  are  warranted 
by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State.  These  commissions  are 
by  the  common  law,  and  are  not  restrained  by  any  Statute,  Act  of 
Assembly  or  the  Constitution,  and  have  the  sanction  of  long  and 
constant  usage  prior  to  the  Revolution.  But  we  humbly  conceivei 
they  should  be  granted  with  great  caution,  and  only  upon  rery 
urgent  occasions,  when  the  olTences  are  of  a  very  heinous  nature  and 
require  immediate  punishment ;  and  after  they  are  executed,  they, 
together  with  the  proceedings  thereon,  ought  to  be  returned  into  the 
Supreme  Court.  Special  commissions,  granted  on  the  complaint  of 
particular  persons,  are  prohibited  by  divers  statutes  and  void. 

The  commission  lately  issued  for  Westmoreland  and'  Washington 
Counties  and  sent  to  us,  in  which  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be 
tried  were  not  inserted*  by  the  Council,  but  by  another  hand  after 
it  had  passed  the  seal,  &o.,  and  after  it  arrived  in  those  counties,  and 
in  which  one  of  the  offences  is  insufficiently  described,  is  in  our 
opinion  bad.  A  Warrant  for  felony,  signed  and  sealed  by  a  Justice 
of  the  peace,  having  a  blank  for  the  names  of  the  party  to  be  arres- 
ted and  afterwards  filled  up  by  another  person,  has  been  adjudged 
void  in  law. 

2.  We  are  of  Opinion,  that  no  appointment  of  a  Justice  of  th^ 
peace  for  any  city  or  county  can  be  valid,  unless  he  has  been  pre* 
viously  elected  by  a  majority  of  the /reeholdert  of  some  ward,  town- 
ship or  district,  or  unless  this  mode  is  desired  by  a  majority  of  the 
freeholders  to  be  altered,  before  an  Act  of  Assembly  is  made  for  the 
purpose. 

#  TBO.  M'KEAN*. 

Philadelphia, 

March  27»'»  1783. 
InJortedf 

From  Judges,  March  28th,  1783.  Answers  of  the  Hon.  Chief 
Justice  Thos.  M'Kean  &  George  Bryan,  Esquires,  to  certain  ques- 
tions put  to  them,  upon  the  subject  of  Wm.  Hank's  trial  &  convic- 
tion, and  the  laws  respecting  Justices  of  the  peace. 

Read  in  Council  the  28th  of  March.  Entered,  (does  not  appear 
to  be.) 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vd.  XIH.,  p.  648. 
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BBSOLUTION  of  GfflCEBAL  AsSBHfiftT,  1783. 

Btate  of  PezHKjlTam,  la  Qeoenl  Asaemblj. 

Thureday,  March  11, 1783,  A.  M, 
Tlia  Petition  of  DiTen  Ownera  of  Land  witbia  the  hoQindb  of  the 
eettlemeat  at  Wjombg  cUiming  under  PeanajlTftua,  read  Haroh 
8tk  was  read  the  aecood  Time. 
WhereHpoa  Ofdered, 

That  the  GosiiBtsaioBers,  appointed  FeVy  25th,  to  fulfill  the 
Dodes  enjoin'd  in  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  adopted  Feb'y  20Ui| 
leepeetiBf  the  eettlere  at  Wiomiog,  attend  at  Wiommg  on  that 
aervioe  en  the  fifteenth  Day  of  April  next 
Oideved, 

That  the  Snrreyor  Qeneral  or  a  Deputy  under  him  be  Bireeted 
to  attend  the  Gommiaaioners  with  the  Neeeaaary  Papera  on  the  Day 
above  Mentioned. 
Ordered, 
That  the  forcing  resolntiona  be  Pnbliahed  in  the  Newa  P^pen. 
Bxtraot  from  the  Miantefi, 

eign'd    PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Cleric  of  the  General  Assembly. 
A  True  Copy. 
Certified  this  5th  Day  of  April,  1788. 

Jifo.  LuKMis,  8.  G., 


Bbab  Adiubal  Dxobt  to  B.  B.  Litingstok,  1783. 

New  York,  27th  March,  1788. 
Sir,     -- 

1  hare  leceiyed  your  letter  enclosing  me  the  resolve  of  Congress 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Gay  Carleton,  but  as  I 
have  as  yet  received  no  Official  aocouuta  from  England,  I  must  wait 
till  you  on  your  aide  relive  emVPrisoners  before  I  give  that  general 
reli^  to  yours  I  so  nueh  wish. 

There  can  be  na  reason  for  detainiog  our  prisoners  one  monient, 
as  Congress  must  suppose  the  peace  signed — I  shall  take  every  pro- 
caution  in  my  power  consistent  with  my  duty  tfO  stop  any  further 
mischief  upon  tne  Sdas,  But  should  recommend  the  preventing  any 
Vessels  sailing  as  I  kave  not  yet  received  sufficient  authority  to  ena» 
ble  me  to  withdraw  my  Cruisers. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  Obedient 

Humble  Servant. 

ROB*  DIQBY. 

To  Bobert  Livingston,  Esqr.,  &c.  Ao.    . 
Vol  X.— 2 
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Lt.  John  Cummikob  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Hanna's  Town,  Hardi  29tb,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  hononr  of  reoemng  your  Exoellenoy's  Instrnotions  of 
the  11th  of  Deoenber  last  Id  parsuaDoe  of  irhioh  I  incloee  a  Return 
of  the  state  of  the  Companj  for  this  Present  Month.  1  have  not 
had  it  in  my  Power  to  send  any  Earlier.  I  conld  wish  tjo  have  had 
yonr  Bzoellenoy's  Instmctions  in  what  manner  to  have  nide  these 
Reports,  as  I  may  perhaps  be  deficient  in  matter  of  form.  That 
part  of  the  Company  whioh  is  now  present  were  on  ftirlow  the 
^  Months  of  January  and  February  last  on  acoount  of  the  soareity  of 
Provisions,  &o.  The  Savages  had  already  began  their  cruel  IticuN 
dons  on  the  Frontiers ;  last  Week  they  killed  two  and  took  two 
I^risonere  about  ten  Miles  from  this  Place  near  Brushy  Run.  I 
could  not  learn  what  number  there  was  of  the  Enemy.  I  only  hear 
of  four  that  were  discovered.  They  were  so  bold  as  to  Endeavour 
to  break  open  the  Iloosei  but  were  bravely  repulsed  by  one  Man 
and  one  Woman  who  were  withiB,  but  without  auy  arm?  or  weapons 
of  Defence.  One  of  the  Indians  attempted  to  push  his  Gun  in  at 
the  Door,  which  those  on  the  inside  of  the  Room  seized  and  broke, 
.  upon  which  the  Indians  left  them.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ffon- 
tiers  seem  more  discouraged  this  Spring  than  they  have  boen,. having 
flattered  theuMelves  with. the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  peace,  which 
hopes  they  now  think  are  Frustrated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Exoellenc/s  most  Obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  CUMMINS, 

Lieut  Westmoreland  Rangefs< 


A  Return  of  Captain  Thomaa  StAely's  Company  of  Rangers  for 
Westmoreland  County  for  the  Month  of  Maveh,  A.  D.,  1783. 

Captain  on  Parole.    Lieutenant  Present.  Ensign  Present. 

Present  fit  for  Duty,    r  15 

Prisoners  of  .War,        -  16 

Deserted,    -'       -        -  11 

Total,        41 
JOHN  CUMMINS, 

Lieut.  Westmorel'd  Rangers. 

His  Excellency  J^ohn  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  bf  the  Snpramf 
Eseoative  Council,  Pennsylv^i^a 
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Capt.  Philip  Shbawdbk  to  Prbp.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Wyoming,  March  29,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  Obedience  to  jonr  EzcelleDcy's  Orders  I  took  Possession  of 
tbls  Fort  tbe  2 1st  inst.  and  Captn.  Bobinson  arrived  the  2Ub. 
From  Captn.  Summers  wbo  bad  been  pent  here  by  Mr.  Hodgden  fur 
tbe  military  stores  belonging  to  the  United  States  we  received  some 
necessary  Ammunition  for  tbe  Artillery  at  this  Post  hoping  to  meet 
with  your  Excellency's  Approbation  as  the  Ordnance  otherwise 
would  have  been  entirely  useless.  Powder,  Lead  and  Flints  for 
Rifles  and  Muskets  we  stand  very  much  in  Need,  neither  is  there 
any  at  Northumberland.  The  Conduct  and  Behaviour  of  the 
Inhabitants  resembles  that  of  a  conquered  Nation  very  much.  They 
bad  several  Meetings  concerning  their  public  affairs  this  Week, 
Keeping  the  Result  thereof  a  secret.  Yesterday  Morning  the^  sent 
one  Mr.  Harvey  to  Connecticut  to  a  Recording  Office  for  Copies  of 
tbe  Names  of  the  first  settlers  on  Susquabannab  and  when  they  took 
Possession  of  the  Land.  By  another  Gentleman  I  was  informed 
they  had  wrote  to  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  bring  on  another  Trial. 
Last  Tuesday  they  held  Court  but  adjourned  again  tbe  same  Pay. 
As  tbe  Law  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  established  yet  and  that  of 
Connecticut,  abolished,  the  Body  of  the  People  a  Concourse  from 
different  states  among  whom  there  is  a  Number  of  the  bad  Kind,  who 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  l^mes,  would  be  willing  to  defraud  the 
better  sort;  I  would  therefore .  entreat  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon'ble  Council  for  Instructions  bow  to  conduct  in  Case  People 
come  of  their  own  accord  or  are  brought  before.  I  would  further 
beg  your  Excellency's  Orders,  what  to  do  when  some  of  tbe  Penn-, 
sylvania  Claimants  should  come  up  to  plant  a  little  summer  Grain 
as  tbose  new  acquired  People  say,  they  will  not  suffer  tbe  Penns'a 
Landholders  to  plant  any  Thing,  neither  will  they  permit  some  of 
those  Connecticut  Pennsylvaniana  to  raise  any  Grain  on  the  Ground, 
who  bad  done  so  last  vear  under  Connecticut  Claim.  Mr.  Gore 
of  tbiB  Place,  who  had  been  sent  some  time  ago  to  the  Assembly  of 
tbe  state  of  New  York  with  a  Petition  for  a  Grant  of  Land  thirty 
Miles  Square  at  Aghquague  on  this  Side  of  the  Lake  near  the  Head 
of  tbe  River  Susquabannab,  returned  last  Night  and  brought  the 
News  that  the  Petition  of  the  Wyoming  Settlers  had  been  granted 
and  that  he  was  to  go  up  &  chuse  the  Place. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellenoy's  Most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

.     PHILIP  SHRAWPER. 
Directed  J 
His  Excellency,  John  IJjpkinson,  Pxesident,  Philadclpbia. 
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Cap.  Shraitdbr  to  Johk  Van  Campbn,  1788. 

Wjoming,  30  March,  1783. 
Dear  Sir, 

(Copy.) 
At  and  since  my  arrival  at  thin  Place  tbe  Inhabitants  are  ex- 
ceeding reserved  and  to  jadge  by  appearances  the  generality  of  them 
does  not  like  the  Pennsylvanians  to  an  Excess — ^last  Monday  they  had 
a  Town  meeting  to  sound  their  Parses  whether  they  can  muster  as 
much  as  would  pay  for  a  Tryal,  but  not  coming  to  a  determination 
they  adjourned  till  Wednesday  for  it  seems  some  is  for  Pennsylvania 
&  others  not — on  Tuesday  they  had  Court,  as  far  as  I  could  hear 
nothing  was  done  at  that  so  they  adjourned  again  for  the  Defendants 
will  call  their  authority  in  Question,  and  the  Court  cannot  support 
their  authority  by  force.  Mr.  Justice  fron^  below  the  mountain" 
near  Delaware  (whom  you  know  &  1  not)  continues  to  issue  warrants, 
or  precepts,  but  Mr.  Yarrington  the  Constable  swears  he'll  not  serve 
any  more  warrants,  as  the  Justices  can  do  nothing  after  a  man  is 
taken.  On  Monday  Col.  Butler  arrived  here,  and  the  day  following 
he  and  several  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  was  over  the  River  to 
Shaweney,  but  whether  on  private  (as  they  wou'd  fain  make  me 
believe)  or  on  Public  I  cannot  tell.  On  Thursday  they  bad  a  Town 
meeting  here,  when  they  agreed  according  to  Capt  Spaldiugs  Infor- 
mation fo  me,  to  send  Mr.  Harvey  to  a  certain  Place  in  Connecticut 
for  a  Copy  of  Records  to  see  what  time  the  first  Settlers  came  here 
and  who  weie  they ;  accordingly  %Mr.  Harvey  set  offyest^day  morn- 
ning.  But  by  the  way  of  another  information  I  beard  they  had 
wrote  to  the  Governor  and  assembly  of  Connecticut  about  having 
another  Tryal  for  the  soil,  if  not  for  Jurisdiction  ;  for  the  People 
are  divided,  some  for  one  some  for  the  other,  and  some  for  both. 
They  have  also  appointed  a  Committee  last  Thursday  to  confer  witU 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Assembly.  Cap^  Spalding 
ia  one  of  those  for  Wyoming,  he  is  the  truest  of  any  which  I  have 
seen  yet,  his  Interest  doth  not  lay  here  at  all,  he  claiming  only  a 
certain  place  near  tbe  Standing  Stone,  on  which  he  formerly  lived. 
Other  Gentn.  pretend  ignorance  of  Court  and  Town  Meetings  to 
me,  although  I  am  very  certain  of  the  contrary  &  it  is  very  likely 
they  are  absent  in  Person  but  present  by  Proxy  at  those  Meetings, 
for  some  particular  reasons  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  my  opinion  in 
the  matter;  notwithstanding  the  Assurances  you  have  had,  the  Con- 
duct &  deportment  of  the  People  indicates  a  great  dissatisfaction  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Before  I  could  be  up,  I  had  wrote  a 
Letter  to  Col  Dennison  &  Cap'  Shott,  setting  forth  the  sentiments 
of  both  Branches  of  the  Government  conceruing  the  dispute,  but 
during  the  whole  time  of  my  presence  here,  I  have  not  seen  Mr. 
Dennison .  yet.  Cap*  Robinson  who  came  up  on  Monday  last  and 
went  off  again  on  Tuesday  last,  inform^^  me  there  was  no  Knap- 
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saokB  at  all  at  North'- 1  herewith  send  jon  a  Letter  which  I  had 
wrote  aome  thne  -af^,  h6t  for  want  of  an  Opporttinity  conk!  not  fbr* 
.  ward  it,  incloeing  both  pay  and  master  Ro]],if  jon  have  not  reoeiv'4 
my  Money  for  me  on  that  aeeonot  please  to  aend  them  down.  The 
other  Clothing  b  exceedingly  necessary — ^To  have  proTisiotts  trims* 
ported  tip  here,  I  made  applteatton  for  Waggons,  hut  ooaM  not  get 
tm  the  States  Aceonnt^I  was  th6ief>re  nnder  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity to  engage  fhem  myself,  hut  when  Logam  and  Myself  came 
within  ahoot  15  mHes  of  Wyoming,  we  met  B  Men,  who,  wien  Hhtj^ 
met  the  Wageoners,  toM  them  that  Logan  had  desired  them  to  order 
the  Waggonsoaek  to  Zawhs's  and  there  to  nnload.  As  this  was  en- 
tirely against  my  Orders  ft  knowledge  ft  enereasing  the  Expenses, 
(besides  the  Detention  of  Pfoyirions  which  might  have  ooeasioned  my 
leaving  the  ground  again)  for  the  cost  t)ay8,  which  Yandermark  in- 
wts  to  draw  pay  for,  I  wonld  therefore  request  the  fevor  of  yon  to 
settle  this  matter  with  Logan,  for  Yandermark  says  it  is  his  real 
opinion  that  Logan  desired  these  Travellers  ta  c^rdw  the  Waggons  to 
the  above  mentioned  place. 

I  have  the  Hoi^or  to  be 
With  due  Respect,  Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant. 
^     (Signed) 

PHILIP  SHKAWDER. 

The  Hon^>*  John  Yan  Campen,  Esq',  Lower  Smithfield. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Dblegates  in  CoNaBsss,  1788. 

In  Council,  April  4th,  1788. 
Oenliemen, 

The  partieuhr  Oiremnstances  of  this  state  render  an  attention  «o 
Indian  affisirs  indispensably  necessary;  and  as  the  present  time 
aeems  in  several  Respects  favorahde,  for  obCaining  a  final  and 
advantageous  settlement  of  all  Differences,  We  earnestly  demre  that 
yon  will  use  your  utmost  Exertions  in  Congress,  to  prevail  on  that 
Honorable  Body  to  adopt  without  Loss  of  Time  the  most  effectoal 
measures,  for  making  Peace  with  all  the  Indian  nations. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem 

Gentlemen, 

your  very  h'blo  aervt^ 

J-  D. 
Jndonedf 

To  Hon'ble  the  Delegates  of  Penn'a  in  Congress.     1783,  April 
4th. 
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COMHISSIONBBB  FOK  DEFENCE  07  «THB  DELAWARE^  1783* 

!ro  the  IIoiDorable  the  Sapreme  Execative  CoaocQ  of  the  State  of 

PeDQejivania. 

We  the.CommisBionera  appelated  to  procure  and  eqaip  an  arma* 
ment  for  goarding  and  defendioff  the  navigation  of  the  Bay  &  Rivex 
Delaware)  moat  respeotfnllj  hctt  leave  to  represent.  That  as  no  doabt 
now  appears  to  remab  that  Hostilities  are  oeaaed,  conceive  it  our 
Duty  to  request  yonr  permission  for  ns  to  dispose  of  the  armed 
Vessels  under  oar  direction  belonging  to  the  State,  in  order  to  enable 
US  to  close  onr  accounts  with  the  Public.  We  also  wish  to  know 
whether  yonr  Honors  would  not  approve  of  having  the  military 
Stores  belonging  to  those  Vessels  that  are  not  perishable,  deposited 
in  the  State  MagaainCi  as  at  this  time  we  apprehend  they  wou'd  sell 
for  very  little  money. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  every  respect 

your  Honors  H'ble  Servts., 

JNO.  PATTON,  -) 

FRAN'S.  GURNEY.      VComr's. 
WILL'M.  ALLIBONB,) 
Indonedf 

•Read  k  ordered  y^  they  be  directed  to  sell  the  armed  yessels  under 
their  direction  &  deposit  the  military  stores  in  the  public  magarioe. 


EzEEisL  BoBiNS  TO  Hgk.'James  Iryikb,  1783. 

New  York,  April  Sth,"  1783. 
Dear  Sir,    : 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  long  expected  Packett  has  this 
morning  arrived,  she  sailed  the  24th  February,  and  brings  us  the 
official  accounts  of  a  Peace,  we  understand  by  private  Letters  there 
is  great  commotions  amongst  the  Ministry  respecting  the  matter,  to 
morrow^  its  said  a  proclamation  will  be  isued  by  the  commander  in 
Chief*  David  Sproat  informs  me  that  he  had  received  his  orders  from 
the  AdoMral  to  discharge  all  the  Marine  Prisoners  to  Morrow,  a 
happy  deliverance  Indeed,  he  likewise  waited  on  me  yesterday  and 
acquainted  me  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the  Cooncill  for 
me  to  make  up  my  accounts  and  pay  what  monies  remained  into  his 
hands,  that  the  Councill  Expected  it  had  been  done  before  this,  I  did 
not  aedc  him  to  produce  his  Letter  as  I  believed  it  not  to  be  the  case, 
I  think'  there  is  no  reason  that  the  State  of  Pensilvania  should  pay 
for  what  they  never  received;  as  they  never  received  any  supplies  from 

*  See  Archives,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  552. 
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luiD»  should  wish  to  know  yqnt  faotiiiiMitf,  woukl  lM?e  vtote  Oottiieill 
respecting  the  matter  but  thought  it  m  well,  to  neotion  the  matter 
to  joo,  skoiild  be  glad  to  heat  from  joa  bj  mmm  B^e  oonyejance 
niabing  you  everj  happiDess. 

.    I  am  with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

D'  Sir,  Yonta  Affeotionatelj,' 

SZBEJEL  ROBINS. 
Direetedy  HonV  James  Irvinej  Esq'^  Philadelphia. 
^doTtedm 

"  April  11, 1788.  Letter  frmn  Esekiel  Robins  to  Geo.  Irvine  ree'd, 
t  ordered  that  Mr.  Robbins  be  informed  that  Mr.  Sproat's  demand 
was  not  authorized  bj  any  act  of  theirsi"  &c.* 


Wab  0£7I0b  to  Pbes.  Diqeinsoh,  1788. 

War  Offieoi  April  8;  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enelase  (o  yoor  ExoeUenqr  a  late  rosolTe  of 
CoagrtssL 

I  am  with  perfect  respect^ 
7oar  Exdellencj's 

most  obedient  servant 

W.  JACKSON. 
Asrisf  t  Sec^  at  War. 
Directed^ 
His  Sxcellencyi  the  Prsid't  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolvb  ov  Cohgrsss,  1783. 

By  the  United  States  m  Congress ^ssembled|  April  i,  1783. 

Re9olvedf  That  the  several  States  be  reqoired  to  suspend  all 
enlistments  for  any  Regiment  or  Corps  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  nntil  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Pbbs.  DicKmsoN  TO  Deleqai»s  nr  Congrbbs,  1788.- 

April  11;  1788. 
Oentlemeni 

As  a  considerable  number  of  negroes  belonging  to  Citisens  of  this 
State  are  now  in  New  York,  we  should  be  glad  that  the  most  effectual 
Measures  may  be  immediately  taken  byOonsress,  if  it  Ss  not  already 
done  for  securing  such  property,  oonformab^  to  the  seventh  article 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  558. 
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«f  the  proviilS<ynftl  artiofe,  betvreeii  tlie  United  SUttes  &  Chreat  Bntom 
Bigned  the  MHh  ef  Noveniber  loflt. 

I  am  GtntleRieti  with  great  Esteem  ft  regard, 

Yoar  obedient  and  hninble  aervact, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
Honbb  {ha  IMegates  of  Penii'a  in  CoDgreas. 


TflDS.  FuzanoKS  to  ^£98.  Dioxnssoir,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  Proclamation  for  a  suspension  of  ITostilitys  being  now  pub- 
lished, the  Commercial  people  of  this  City  are  anxious  to  know 
whether  Vessels  or  goods  coming  into  thb  state  from  Great  Britain, 
or  any  of  her  ports^  or  OoUnya  ean  be  admitted  to  entry  at  the 
Gnstom  honse. 

I  have  been  requested  to  ask  the  opinion  of  your  Exoelleney  &  the 
Ilonble  Connoill  upon  this  point  and  as  it  may  be  of  Considerable 
Conae^ueneb  te  tfM  eoHnneree  of  the  tflate,  I  hope  yoar  Bxeell^cy 
will  be  pleased  to  take  it  into  ConsideratioUi  &  favor  me  with  ye^ 
answer  or  Publish  il^  if  that  sfaall  be  thougbi  most  Expedient 
I  havie  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excelloncys 

Most  Obed't  H'ble  Serr't. 
THOS.  FITZSIMONS. 
Directed^ 

His  Exciry,  The  PmideQii^f  the  Borreme  BzeevtiTe  CanacilL 
Indorsed^ 
April  12|  1783,    from  Honble  Tliomaa  Fitzsimons. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  i783. 

The  State  of  Penn'a. 

To  John  Nicbolson,  Dr. 
To  one  Quarters  Salary  as  Comptr.  OcnL,  due  the 
ISthinst.  jei25  0  0 

Sir, 

Permit  me  to  request  that  an  order  may  Issue  upon  the  Treasurer 
in  my  fayor  for  the  abo? e  sum. 
I  am  with  due  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Humble  seryant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Comptr.  Generars  Office,  April  14th,  1783. 
Directed, 
ilis  Exeeiry,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  565» 
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CfiKTIFICATBS  OP    JOHN    NiCHOLSOIfr,   1788« 

The  following  persons  have  applied  and  made  oath  agreeable  to 
law  that  their  Certificates  respectively  have  never  been  alienated| 
Tbej  are  therefore  entitled  to  receive  one  year's  Interest  due  there- 
upon The  10th  of  April,  1782,  agreeable  to  the  following  sehedulei 
¥12 : 


Abraham  Gordon,  a  fifer  8d  regiment, 
Oaptn.  John  Nice,  late  of  the  6th  reg. 

2  Ceraf., 
Oaptn.  Bernard  Ward,  of  Attlee's  regt., 
Doefer.  Wm.  Smith,  late  senr.  Surgeon 

Genl.  Hospl. 
Ensign  John  Green,  late  of  the  Militia, 
Jeremiah  Hornhethe,  a  Matros  Artillery, 


Priiunral. 
j£46    6  11 

Interest 
£216    6 

879 11    8 
202    0    0 

22  15    5 
12^2    4 

1029    8    8 
6615 
68  18    6 

61  14  10 
4    0    0 
8  16   4 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Comptr.  Oenerars  Office,  April  17th;  1783. 


The  following  persons  have  applied  and  made  oath  agreeable  to 
law  that  their  respective  Certificates  have  never  been  alienated  they 
are  therefore  Intitled  to  receive  One  year's  Interest,  due  thereon  to 
the  10th  of  April,  1782,  Conformably  to  the  following  schedule, 
vis: 


Lientenant  Samnel  MoClellan,  Late 

Lieat.  Fg.  Gamp, 
Captain  Ebenezer  Carson,  late  of  the 

10th  reg. 
Timothy  Sums,  late  private  8d  reg., 
Matthew  Maguire,  Captn.  Lt  &  P. 

Mr.  Artillery  reg. 
Lientent.  John    Strieker,  of  the 

Second  reg., 
Dennis  McCarthy,  administrator  to 

the  Estate  of  Morgan  Connor; 

late  Colo.  7th  reg.,  Deo'd; 


PrincipaL 

X267  18    8 

297  13  10 
59    3    7 


Interest. 

jei6    1    5 

17  17    1 
8  10  10 


395  14    0        28  14    9 
201    2    6        12    1    8 


2         27  15    1 


462  13 
JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Comptr.  General's  Office,  April  17th,  1783. 
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CORBESi^ONDBNCK  RELATIVB  TO  WYOMING,   1783. 

Wyoming,  17th  April,  1783.   . 
GentlemeD, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Represent  the  Claimants  nnder  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  address  you  and  bid  you  wel- 
come to  Wyoming,  aa  the  Representatives  of  the  Honorably  Assembly 
of  this  State.  Your  appointment  and  appearance  here  wiU  Vre 
hope  answer  the  good  Purposes  intended  in  the  attainment  whereof 
we  assure  that  every  proper  Indeavour  shall  be  on  our  part  ao  far  as 
our  Interest  or  personal  influence  extendi,  we  wbh  as  much  as  Pos- 
sible to  bury  in  Oblivion,  the  Treatment  our  Associates  and  fellow 
Citizens  have  received  on  those  Lands,  on  which  we  first  entered 
peaceably  and  quietly  under  the  Lawful  Authority  of  this  Qovem- 
ment  But  cannot  help  Observing  that  some  of  Uie  fairest  Gharac*- 
ters  and  most  worthy  (/itizens  have  lost  their  lives,  by  men  who 
forced  us  and  others  from  our  Possessions,  even  without  the  pre- 
tention of  authority  from  any  Government  Whatever.  And  for 
■  years  have  bid  defyance  to  the  laws  &  Powers  of  Pennsylvania,  we 
find  by  the  list  of  injured  Purchasers,  that  we  are  Called  to  Repre- 
sent the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Many  brave  men  who  have  fallen 
in  the  Common  cause'  of  their  Country  as  well  as  ourselves  and 
others,  Who  have  impowered  us  to  Appear  for  them.  Our  Grait  and 
only  aim  is  to  set  forth  facts  that  are  incontestably,  True.  To  Wit, 
that  we  were  in  quiet  and  Peacable  Possession  of  those  Lands  be- 
fore the  intruders  from  Connecticut  came  here;  that  they  took  Pos- 
session by  force.  Plundered  us  of  our  property  and  Effects,  and 
Compelled  us  to  abandon  our  Settlement  fairly  Purchased  from  the 
lawful  owners. 

But  we  trust  the  day  is  now  Come  or  near  at  hand,  when  civil 
Government  will  bo  restored  and  the  laws  Executed,  so  as  to  protect 
us  and  our  Associates  from  any  further  insults }  That  the  State  of 
which  we  deem  it  an  Honour  to  be  called  Citizens,  will  extend  its 
Wholesome  Laws  to  this  quarter,  and  that  in  future  we  shall  enjoy 
the  Blessings  of  Civil  Government,  and  Re-possess  the  Property 
Wrested  from  us  by  lawless  Force. 

The  unanamous  and  impartial  decision  of  the  Court  which  lately 
decided  upon  the  Jurisdiction  and  Preemption  of  this  Country 
Opens  the  way  for  a  fair  and  full  enquiry  into  the  Justice  of  our 
Claims  as  individuals,  the  foundation  of  which  will  doubtless  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Proper  Officers.  We  have  only  to  assure  you 
that  we  shall  patiently  wate  your  deliberations,  and  pursue  the  steps 
that  your  prudence  shall  point  out  for  Recovering  of  our  Rights,  as 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  be  directed  by  your  Opinions,  and  to  Recom- 
mend them  as  a  present  Law  here.  We  must  beg  your  Honours 
irill  be  Patient  in  hearing  the  Complaints  of  our  Constituents, 
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wluch  we  Bfaall  lay  before  yoa  from  time  to  time.  By  this  mode  we 
shall  fttliy  inform  yoa  of  the  Situation  of  the  Sufferers,  and  your 
Wisdom  will  lead  to  the  most  Effectual  Measures  of  Certain  Re- 
dress. 

We  are  in  behalf  of  the  Claimants  under  Pennsylyaniai  now  As- 
sembled at  Wyoming,  and  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

ALEXR.  PATTERSON, 
Chairman. 
Directed  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Oeneral 
Assembly  of  Penns^  for  Certain  Purposes.    Now  at  Wyoming. 


No.  2. 
Answer  or  the  Commissioners. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Honble  the  General  Assem- 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  endeavour  to  Compromise  the  dis- 
pute subsisting  between  the  Citizens  of  said  State  and  those  formerly 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  Report  a  mode  of  introducing  Civil 
Qovemment  into  this  part  of  the  state,  beg  leave  to  Return  you 
their  sincere  thanks,  for  the  Polite  Welcome  you  give  them,  as  the 
Representatives  of  this  State,  to  Wyoming. 

The  Sentiments  you  express  of  using  your  endeavonrs  and  Per- 
sonal Influence  to  promote  the  ends  of  our  Mission  in  this  County, 
Vis.,  the  Peace  and  Happiness  of  its  Inhabitants  by  burying  in 
Oblivion  the  former  ill  Treatment  you,  your  Associates  or  fellow 
Citizens  might  have  received  are  perfectly  Agreeable  to  us. 

Allow  us  to  assure  you  that  as  our  duty  dictates,  so  our  inclination 
will  prompt  ns  to  hear  with  Patience  &  pleasure  what  you  may 
think  proper  to  offer  on  this  subject,  and  afterwards  to  determine 
with  Candour  and  Impartiality  on  such  Measures  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  Establish  Justice,  Peace,  and  the  Regular  exercise  of 
Good  Qovemment  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

With  Sentiments  of  Respect  for  the 
Gentlemen  who  you  Represent,  we  are 
Sir,  your  most  Obt.  and 

•  Very  humble  Ser**, 

JOS.  MONTGOMERY. 
Chairm*. 

Wyoming,  April  18, 1783. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners. 

Directed, 

To  Capt.  Alexander  Patterson;  Chairman  of  the  Claimants  under 
Pennsylvania. 
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No.  3. 
A.  Pattkbson  (ChairmaD)  to  the  Commissiokebb. 

Wyoming,  :Ap':22««,  1788. 
Gent., 

The  Committee,  are  bononred  by  your  answer  to  their  address,  the 
Assurance  you  are  pleased  to  give  them  of  attention  to  the  rights  of 
the  Citizens  of  this  State,  calls  for  their  Grateful  Acknowledgements 
and  so  perfectly  harmonizes  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Committee 
That  we  are  iostructed  to  Commit  ourselves  wholly  to  your  Diree- 
tion  in  future,  and  in  doing  this  are  Confident^  that  our  rights  are 
in  the  Hands  of  those  who  will  have  a  watchful  eye  over  them. 
We  are  Sorry  to  Observe  so  much  of  the  Old  leaven  Remaining  in 
the  Sentiments  of  the  People  oT  Connecticut  &  Expressed  in  their 
last  Conference  with  your  Honours,  their  Humanity  would  it  seema 
permit  us  and  our  Assosiates  to  Gow  any  where  over  the  wide  world, 
no  matter  where,  Provided  they  may  enjoy  our  Lands,  they  Cannot 
Conveniently  spare  us  one  foot  for  the  Support  of  our  Families,  We 
think  this  an  ungrateful  return  to  the  good  People  of  this  State, 
and  so  far  short  of  the  Expectations  of  the  Legislatare  whose  Hu- 
manity and  Pity  Consigned  to  Oblivion  all  Past  Offences  by  a  Law  for 
the  Purpose ;  And  whose  wisdom  pointed  out  the  only  way  of  informa- 
tion to  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Redl  dispositions  of  the  Con- 
tending Parties.  We  beg  leave  only  to  Suggest  to  your  honours 
that  we  have  reason  to  think  the  Obedience  to  tbe  laws  of  this  state 
by  many  of  those  people,  will  not  be  durable — Unless  snch  Pledges 
'ftre  taken  by  your  Honours  as  cannot  admit  of  «ny  evasion  or  denial 
hereafter,  if  that  Assurance  be  once  given,  and  the  Pretended  Claim 
under  Connecticut  Relinqnished  in  writing  Publiekly,  Planely  and 
nnequivioally)  we  wish  them  Afterwards  every  Indulgence  that  your 
Honours  may  Judge  Generous  in  ns,  and  worthy  of  the  Approba- 
tion of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania ^  and  all  the  World. 

We  propose  to  give  them  leave  with  Covenants  of  Warrant  for 
holding  their  Possessions  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
at  the  end  of  which  they  shall  deliver  up  full  Possession  of  the  whole; 
They  shall  occupy  half  the  Lands,  Mow  half  the  Meadows,  Dwell  in 
the  Houses  they  now  Possess,  and  Cultivate  their  present  Gardens, 
and  if  they  have  any  opportunity  of  disposing  of  their  Hutts,  Barns 
or  other  Buildings,  they  shall  to  do  it  and  to  remove  them  off  at  any 
time  between  the  present  day,  and  the  first  of  May,  1784.  The 
other  Moiety  or  half  of  the  Cleared  Lands  and  Meadows  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  us  and  our  Assosiates  and  no  Impediment  be  thrown  in  our 
way  to  enjoy.  The  Rev'  Mr.  Johnson  to  have  the  full  use  of  all 
the  grounds  he  Tilled  for  two  years,  ending  the  first  of  May,  1785. 
The  Widows  of  all  those  whose  Husbands  were  killed  by  the  Sava- 
.ges  to  have  a  further  indulgence  of  one  year,,  after  1"*  May,  1784, 
for  half  their  possessions  &  a  square  in  the  Town  to  be  set  apart  for 
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their  use,  to  which  they  may  remote  their  Houees,  and  at  the  End 
of  the  term  sell  them  to  the  beat  advantage  for  their  own  use;  We 
think  a  Refnealof  thoee  terms  hardly  Poaaible,  hot  if  StabboraesB 
and  diaaffeotion  to  the  kwa  of  thia  State  are  yet  to  GoBtlnne,  We 
Tmst  year  honours  will  be  Convinced  that  on  oar  parts,  we  have 
BOi  had  in  View  merely  onr  own  Private  Interest,  but  that  onr  oile^ 
will  appear  Joat  apd  Charitable  before  Qod  and  man. 

With  every  Sentiment  of  Respeet,  we  are  Oentlemen, 
yoor  most  obedient^  in  behalf  of  the  Conmittee  &by  order, 

A.  PATTERSON,  Chairman. 

Directed,  To  Honble  Jos.  Montgomery^  £^%  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners. 


No.  4. 
John  Jenkins  to  the  Commissionebs. 

Qentlemen, 

We  duly  Rec'  yonrs  of  the  22>'  Ins*,  inclosing  the  address  and 
Proposals  of  the  Landholders, of  this  State  by  their  Committee,  and 
altho  we  must  Confess  that  their  Elegant  manner  of  Address  is  far 
beyond  ns,  yet  we  hope  our  Plain  Country  way  of-  Communicating 
onr  Ideas  will  be  forgiven,  but  we  cannot  help  taking  Notice,  that 
in  their  Address  they  Complain  of  a  proposal  that  was  made  by  ns 
before  your  Honors  betqg  Very  nngratefnl,  which  to  the  best  of  our 
Remembrance  was^  that  it  bad  been  intimated  by  some,  that  it  was 
Probable  this  State  would  out  of  Courtesy  bestow  some  thing,  in 
the  land  way  on  the  Settlers  and  Claimers  of  the  Lands  here  under 
Connecticut,  they  were  only  Ask'd  that  if  that  was  Granted  out  of 
Courtesy,  whether  they  would  not  Exchange  and  Suffer  ns  to  enjoy 
onr  Peaceable  Possession  here  by  way  of  Uompromise  3  their  answer 
was  that  they  were  able  to  Apply  for  Lands  as  well  as  we.  We  are 
Extreamly  sorry  to  entertain  the  Idea  that  in  a  Compromise  we  or 
they  should  instead  of  looking  at  the  desigtied  and  desired  Object, 
be  forming  Mountains  out  of  Hole.  Hills,  we  do  not  think  in  the 
lawful  defence  of  what  we  Esteem  to  be  Our  own  can  with  any  Jus- 
tice be  Termed  a  disaffection  to  Qovemment,  we  would  add  the 
Petition  we  laid  in  before  the  Legislative  body  of  this  State,  we  was 
in  hopes  would  be  Considered  of  as  we  find  it  is,  and  if  that  is 
Granted,  or  any  other  Satisfactory  Measore  Can  be  come  into  by 
way  of  Compromise,  as  we  would  first  take  all  Lenitive  Measures, 
and  if  nothing  is  Effected  by  this  Method  of  Treating.  We  must 
have  recourse  to  the  Ninth  Artiele  of  confederation,  as  that  is  the 
only  way  Pointed  out  for  the  Tryal  of  those  Lands  Claimed  under 
different  States,  and  altho  we  mean  to  pay  duo  Obedience  to  the 
Constitutional  laws  of  Pennsyl*,  yet  we  do  not  mean  to  become  Ab- 
ject Slaves  as  the  Committee  of  Landholders  Suf?(];e8t  in  their  Ad- 
dress to  your  Honors. 
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Tho  proposals  made  by  the  landholders  under  Pennsjh*  bj  their 
Committee,  through  you  as  Mediators  betweea  us  seem  to  Appear 
to  our  View  to  be  far  from  even  retaining  their  own  Ideas  or  rather 
Contracted  from  those  presented  before  your  Honorsi  and  on  ba 
other  Conditions  than  a  total  dlsolaim  and  Imediate  Surrender  of  all 
Claims  will  Satisfy  them;  what  their  Claims  are  we  know  not,  only 
they  say  they  are  under  Pennsylvania;  we  Expect  they  are  madb 
Acqiiunted  with  ours,  and  from  that  Possibly  would  wish  to  have 
it  given  up,  for  fear  it  should  Overballanoe  theirs.  But  we  cannot 
as  we  are  Joint  tenants  with  a  much  Greater  body  of  Joint  Propria* 
tors  than  is  here,  without  their  Joint  Consent  give  up  our  Claims  to 
those  Lands  in  dispute,  nor  yet  do  we  think  that  the  proposals  by 
them  made  would  tend  to  peace,  and  as  they  are  so  far  from  what  we 
should  Call  Reasonable,  that  in  short  we  Cannot  Comply  with  any 
part  of  their  Proposals — without  doing  the  Greatest  Injustice  to  our 
Joint  Claimants,  ourselves  the  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  as  we  seem 
to  be  verry  fkr  devided  in  our  Ideas,  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  no 
Expectation  of  Coming  to  any  Amicable  Compromise,  yet  we  would 
wish  for  their  Patience  to  see  if  the  Legislative  body  of  this  State 
cannot  devise  some  Measures  in  their  Wisdom,  for  the  Mutual  Bene- 
fit of  the  Whole,  if  they  shall  not  be  able  we  would  on  our  part 
wish  that  a  Happy  End  might  be  put  to  the  dispute  by  a  Speedy 
Tryal  Agreeable  to  the  Ninth  Article  of  Confederation  which  will 
fully  Satisfy  us,  and  we  will  fully  Comply  with. 

With  Esteem  &  Respect,  we  are 
your  Honors  most  Obd*  Humble 
Ser*  Signed  behalf  of  the  Con>  by 

JOHN  JENKINS. 
Wiomlng,  23  Ap^  1783, 

Direotedj 
To  the  Hon^>«  Board  of  CommisBioners. 


No.  6. 

Jacob  Johnson  To  the  Com**  of  the  Pennsylvania  Landholders,  &c. 
Gentlemen, 

I  thank  yon  for  your  distinguished  Favor  shewed  to  me  the 
widows,  &o.,  in  a  proposal  of  Indulgence,  Permitting  us  to  reside  in 
our  present  Possessions  and  Improvements  for  the  present  &  suc- 
ceeding Year.  Altho  I  cannot  Consistly  accept  the  offer,  having 
Chosen  a  Com*^  for  that  purpose,  who  are  not  disposed  to  accept  of 
or  Comply  with  your  proposals.  However,  I  will  for  myself  ^as  an 
Individual)  make  you  a  proposal  agreable  to  that  Royal  President, 
Sam>  9<i>,  I6<^  &  IQ**"  Chapter,  if  that  dont  suit  you  and  no  Com- 
promise can  be  made,  or  Tryal  be  had,  according  to  the  law  of  the 
States,  I  will  say  as  Mepheboseth,  Jonathan's  son  (who  was  lamo 
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on  both  his  feet)  said  to  King  Dayid,  Sam'  19,  30,  yea  let  him  take 
alL   So  T  say  to  you  Oentlemen  if  there  beigBO  reeouroe,  Neither  by 
oar  Petition  to  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsyvania  or  other- 
vise.  Let  the  Landholders  take  all.     I  have  only  this  to  add  for 
my  Consolation  and  yon  Qentlemen's  serious  Consideration,  Vis : 
that  however  the  Cause  may  be  determined  for  or  against  me  (in 
this  present  uncertain  State  of  things,)  there  is  an  Inheritance  in 
the  Heavens,  sure  &  Certain  that  fadeth  not  a  way  reserved  for  mCi 
and  all  that  love  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ's  appearing. 
I  9m  Gentlemen,  with  all  due 
Bespeot,  &  good  Will  your 
Most  Obd'  Humble  ServS 

JACOB  JOHNSON. 
Wioming,  Ap»  24%  1783. 
To  the  Oentlemen  Com*%  &c. 

N.B.  it  is  my  Serious  Opinion  if  we  proceed  to  a  Compromise  ac- 
cording to  the  Will  of  heaven  that  the  lands  (as  to  the  Right  of 
soil)  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  Parties  Claiming,  and  I 
am  fully  Satisfied  this  Opinion  of  mine  may  bo  proved  even  to 
a  demonstration  out  of  the  Sacred  Oracles.  I  would  wish  you  Gen- 
tlemen would  turn  your  thoughts  and  enquiries  to  those  3  Chapters 
above  refered  to  and  see  if  my  Opinion  is  not  well  Grounded  k  if 
BO,  I  doubt  not  but  we  Can  Compromise  in  love  and  Peace — and 
aave  the  Cost  and  Trouble  of  a  Tryal  at  Law. 

No.  6. 
Alex.  Patterson  (Chairman)  to  Commissionees. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  Reply  of  the  Committe  of  Connecticut  to  our  Propoaals 
(a  Copy  of  which  we  were  favoured  with  by  you,)  we  find  those 
Gentlemen  have  thrown  off  the  Mask  at  last,  and  in  their  own 
Plain  Country  way  tell  you  they  are  Sorry  to  »ay  they  have  no  Ex- 
pectation of  Coming  to  any  Amicable  Compromise ;  they  might  have 
added  with  equal  Truth  that  they  never  Intended  to  do  any  thing, 
bat  what  dire  Necessity  obliged  them,  the  formiog  mountains  out  of 
Mole  Hills  never  Originated  in  the  mind  of  the  Peaceable  Citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  unhappy  for  our  quiet,  that  it  entered  into  the 
Restless  imagination  of  the  Susqoehannab  Adventurers,  their  de- 
signed &  desired  Ob|ect  is  to  hold  by  force  the  Lands  which  we  have 
fairly  purchased  and  possessed  in  quiet,  under  the  lawful  Authority 
of  this  State;  It  Cannot  be  Possible  that  Ideas  of  holding  our  Pro- 
perty otherways  than  by  force,  could  enter  the  minds  of  even  the 
least  informed  of  them,  petitions  may  be  wrote  and  Committees  Ap- 
pointed to  talk  with  you  and  us,  to  Lull  the  State,  but  actions  speak 
louder  than  words  and  proofs  as  Clear  as  demonstrations  is  in  our 
power  to  Shew  their  insults  to  this  State  and  Contempt  of  its  Laws 
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— they  try  to  pervert  tbe  meaning  of  watdsj  and  to  offer  generons 
to  an  Extreeme,  they  Reply  that  tbey  mean  not  to  beoome  Abjeot 
Slaves  as  the  Committee  of  Landhdders  Suggest  in  their  address  to 
your  Honours — to  Refute  this  we  only  have  to  appeal  to  yon  for 
the  Rectitude  of  our  measures  and  endeavours  to  do  good.  That 
we  required  a  full  ezplisite  and  unequivooal  disclaim  of  their  Right 
to  our  Lands  is  True,  for  we  can  rely  no  longer  on  Promises  made 
only  to  amuse  us,  fatal  Experience  has  Convinced  ns  that  we  have 
been  too  Credulous,  whether  they  know  our  Claim  or  not  is  of  little 
Avail,  your  Honors  know  them  well,  they  have  been  laid  before 
you,  we  are  not  acquainted  with  theirs  and  the  Judgement  of  the 
Greatest  Court  in  the  United  States  assures  us  that  their  rights  are 
not  to  be  understood  any  more  than  the  Application  of  the 
Ninth  Article  of  the  Consideration  in  the  Case  between  them  and 
ns. 

We  leave  the  Explanation  of  Joint  Tenants  and  Joint  Proprie- 
tors to  those  Gentlemen  learned  in  the  Law  Jointly  and  Severally 
to  form  their  Ideas  from,  and  Pareell  it  out  amongst  Iho  Joint 
Claimants  in  Grants  of  six  miles  Square  to  the  South  seas,  we  shall, 
however,  follow  the  advioe  of  those  Gentlemen  in  every  Pmdent 
Act  and  patiently  wait  for  the  decision  of  our  Assembly,  and  have 
to  lament  that  the  Generonty  of  this  State,  and  your  Zealous  En« 
deavenrs  to  Accomplish  the  laudable  ends  of  your  Mission  have 
been  fruitless  in  this  Instance.  Be  Assured  (Gentlemen  that  oar 
Constituents  and  ourselves  are  Impressed  with  the  Highest  sense  of 
your  good  intentions  to  Promote  Peace,  Order  and  good  Govern- 
ment in  this  Country,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  through  your  means 
&  Just  representations  of  our  Situations/we  shall  obtain  feucb  Speedy 
Redress  as  the  Wisdom  of  tbe  Legislature  shall  think  adequate  to  our 
wants,  and  the  laws  of  tbe  State  be  extended  and  Supported  so  as  to 
Protect  the  innocent  and  Punish  tho  Transgressor  of  every  Denomina- 
tion in  the  Ready  Execution,  of  which  we  beg  your  honors  will 
assure  tbe  Legislature  that  we  sbaH  behave  like  faithful  Citizens. 

Please  to  accept  our  ?nirmest  Wishes  for  a  Safe  Journey  home  to 
each  of  you,  &  believe  us  to  be  with  Sentiments  of  the  Highest 
Esteem  and  Regard, 

your  moit  Obd*  and 
Very  hum'  Serv**. 
ALEX.  PATTERSON. 
Chairman. 
Wioming,  April  24, 1783. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
Directedf 

To  the  Honourable  Joseph  Montgomery;  Chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
missioners. 
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No.  7. 

A  List  of  the  Hoiuehoidera  of  the  Different  Settlements 
Wjoming  who  wish  to  Snppoit  the  Iawb  of  Pennsylvania. 


at 


Samnel  Hoover^ 
Thomas  HisBam^ 
Helmee  Chanbers,^ 
Joseph  VanoTmaai 
£ph"  Taiiefrmaii^ 
Nicholas  Brink^ 
John  Lantermao, 
Nicodenms  Trarisi 
John  Borelini 
Low  Kenney, 
Pilitiah  Pieree, 
Bbeneaer  Taylor, 
Jamee  Brink; 
Thomas  Brink, 
Petei  Cbambers, 
Peter  Taylor, 
Samuel  Untke, 
William  Brink, 
Thomas  Parks, 
Benjsmeii  R«Ber,i 
Blbha  Conrtright, 
Nath^  Devenport, 
William  Beade, 
Peter  Devenport^ 
Conrad  Lyons, 
Peter  Y*  honten, 


James  Spraig, 
Benj*  Bailey, 
Tho»  Bolum, 
John  Hide, 

Donty, 

Stephen  Taller, 

Harris, 

West, 

Tho'  Brown, 

Abitt, 

Jos.  Ellott, 
Jabias  Sells, 
Paul  D.  Shott, 
Henry  Tousman, 
Isaao  Bennett, 


John  PilUmry, 
John  Miller, 
James  Brink, 
Elisher  Decker, 
Benj-  BosseU, 
John  Jacobs, 

Woodworth, 

Darias  Parks, 
Riah  Steaphens, 
Thomas  Beiinet, 
John  Nobles, 
Diah  NcUes, 
Elisha  Lipenwell, 
James  Nobles, 
<  Lebias  Stobs, 
Sam>  Tubs, 
Nathan  Barbsr, 
John  Hewsy, 

Gaip, 

Benj*  GLamer, 

—  Cbnrch, 
Jon"  Chweh, 
John  Roberts, 

Harry, 

Henry  Decker, 

Under  OottBeotient. 

William  Ivory, 
William  Ross, 
Lord  Buttler, 
Robert  Young, 
Jabas  Fi&h, 
Justis  Jones, 
Abel  Perington, 
John  Hagerman, 
Matt^H^laback, 
Nathan  Deonison, 
W-  Hooker  Smith, 

—  Fitsgirl, 
Jilis  Slocom, 
Simon  Spalding, 
James  Sutton, 


Billius, 

Jacob  Woodeoek, 
Derith  Woodeoek, 
George  Gharies, 
David  Brewster, 
Joseph  Hnseaman, 
JohA  O'Neal, 
James  Johnston, 
William  Fisk, 
John  Hollabadk, 

Johnson, 

Drake, 

James  Grimes, 

Tertell, 

Allenton, 

Hoses  Brown, 

Wardner, 

Sam^  Sheppaxd, 
Jesse  Drake, 
Persevere  Ceoly, 
Jcr*  T«  Gordao, 
Henry  Johnson, 
Tho»  M'Cluro, 
—  Jones,  Jma^*, 
M'Stanbnry, 


Ob^diah  Oore, 
Lieu*  Moyers, 
fll^uel  Qoro, 
— ^  Jauslin, 
William  Slocom, 

Evans, 

Buck, 

Trucks, 

Sandford, 

Jacob  Johnston, 

Johnston^ 

Reuben  Herrington, 
John  Fitch, 
Ab.  Westbrook, 
Ephriam  Tylor,^ 
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Thomas  Reed, 
William  Jackson, 
Leonard  Weatbiook, 
Daniel  Gore, 

Jewell, 

Fred.  Jackson, 
Price  Cooper, 
Joseph  Randell, 
Alsa  Bumom, 
Charles  Annest, 
Robert  Jem mison, 
Nathan  Northoop, 
RaaseU  Franklin, 
John  Habbert^ 
Samuel  Goe, 

Trip, 

Nathan  Bulloek, 
Joseph  Cory, 
Samuel  Ayces, 

AlldoD, 

Reuben  Cook, 
Nannaisa  Codj, 
Jonah  Rogers, 
Benjamin  Cole, 
Roben  Jones, 
Isaac  Senjamina, 


Daniel  lagison, 

Nesbit, 

Samuel  Ransom, 
Phinias  Nash,- 
— —  Badlock, 
Benjamin  Harvy, 
Nathan  lOnsley, 
Frederick  Bvelant, 

Heth, 

Nathan  .Cook, 
Nathan  Cary, 
John  Cary, 
Ishmail  Beoodt, 

Walder, 

Yeal, 

Elijah  lunman, 
Richard  Innman, 
Thomas  Kenniey, 
Daniel  Sberrod, 
William  mbbard, 
Edw^  Spincer, 
Caleb  .^ncer, 
John  Durrings, 

Baleding, 

Daniel  Pieroe, 


Abel  Pierce, 
James  Adderton, 
Assial  Addertoo, 
Sami  Halliott, 
Benjamin  Jenkins, 
Old  Jenkins, 

Windship, 

Jon*  Foresight, 

*  John  BUncher, 
Rob'  M«Dowet), 
Phinias  Pierce, 
Partial  Tf  rry, 
Jonathan  Terry, 
Solomon  BeiMMt, 
Thomas  Todder; 
Richard  Brook, 
BlBgdam, 

.  Leb  HammoD, 

John  Qammon, 

. '  Josiah  Hammon,, 

John  Jenkins, 

.  Stephen  Gardner, 
And''  Blaneher, 
Frederick  Smith, 
Joseph  HammoD, 


TbM,  Diokifsok  to  Delegates  in  OoNaRBSfi,  1788. 

Oenltemen, 

By  a  Law  of  this  state  the  Introduction  of  British  goods  is  forbid 
during  the  war.  Many  TespeeteUe  Merchants  of  this  City  haye 
applied  to  Council  desiring  to  be  informed.'  if  British  vessels  may 
in  the  present  situation  of  a&irs  be  admitted  to  Enti^.  We  there- 
fore earnestly  w^^to  know  the  sense  of  Congress  on  this  point, 
whether  the  Unitea  States  are  now  at  Peace  with  Great  Britain. 
The  Decision  of  this  Question  belongs  to  the  national  Council,  & 
will  when  made  clearly  produce  uniformity  of  proceedings  throughout 
the  States :  But  without  it,  there  may  be  contradictory  sentiments 
&  measures  among  them. 

I  am  gentlemen  with  great  Esteem 

your  very  h'ble  eervt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON.  ; 

April  18th,  1783. 
Directed, 

The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania.  , 

*  See  page  5M. 
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Pbtiiiok  BoBraiT  Turitbk — Statb  F1.A0,  1783. 

• 

To  the  hoBodT^ble  the  Pmident  ft  i&ieootiYe  Gounoil  of  the  State 

of  Peoasylvania.  , 

Greeting  That  your  Petitioner  has  tadceu  Oare  of  hoistiiig  On 
pablie  Occasions  the  State  Flag  on  Market  Street  Wharf  &  been  at 
an  ezpenoe  in  the  same  humbly  prays  that  your  honours  would  li^ 
pleased  to  take  the  Same  into  Con^deration  k  allow  him  such  pay 
as  yoa  in  your  Wisdom  seem  meet. 

BOBT.  TURNEB. 

Thursday  mom,  1788,  April  24th. 
Directed^ 

The  Honourable  The  President  &  The  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  Present. 


SaMUBL  H0]>aD0N  TO  COUITGIL,  1788. 

Beturn  of  Military  Stores  forward  to  Harris's  on  the  SusquebanQa 
for  the  use  of  the  Troops  to  be  employed,  on  tho  North  ^Western 
expedition- 

12  Arm  Chests  q^  300  New  French  Muskets  &  Bayonets. 
2      ditto.      &  1  Bos  qUO  Bifles. 

40  Screws  ft  Wipers, 
40  Bullet  Moulds. 
100  Shot  pouch  with  Horns^ 
28  Boxes  q«  40,248  Muisket  Cartridges, 

4    do.  q'  869  lbs.  Musket  Ball, 

2    do.  q<  2000  Musket  Flints, 

1000  Pistol      do. 
.  8G6  Brushes  ft  Wires, 
400  Screw  drivers. 

Pyiadelphia,  20th  April,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  above  mentioned  Arms  aikd  Stores  were  delivered  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  destined  for  an  incursion 
into  the  savages'  Country  in  the  month  of  September  last^  none  of 
which  have  been  returned. 

with  esteem 

I  am  yours,  , 

SAM.  HODQDQN>  Com.  M.  8. 
JHnded, 
John  Armstrong,  Junr.,  Esq ,  Secretary. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  588. 
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No.  1— CoRRE0]i^oNDBKOs  ov  Bbt.  Jamm  Finlbt^  1788. 
'    Oooil  Goutjr,  M«ryl«id,  April  28|  1783. 

AiB  7*  Hoifble  Gonneil  oyer  "whioli  your  Excellefnoj  prerides  wm 
pleased  to  ftppoint  me  to  fdfil  7*  Intentiottfl  of  j*  Legisktare  by 
endeaTOUTiDg  to  brrag  those  dehided  Citizens  in  j*  western  eonndes 
to  a  proper  Sense  of  tbeir  dutj^  who  seemed  disposed  to  separato 
from  y  Commonwealth  of  Pennsjtvaniay  ft  erect  a  New  ft  Inde- 
pendent  state  ft  Ith-  it  with  me  to  aot  as  prudence' might  direct,  &o. 
Andy  as  I  undertoook  this  bniioess,  th«j  doobllese  StA  a  right  to 
demand,  ft  therefore  may  justly  expect  me  to  give  an  account  of  aj 
conduct  herein;  «hich|  may  it  please  yom^  Excellency,  was  as 
follows : 

Immediately  upon  y*  receipt  of  y*  appointment,  ft  your  Excel- 
lency's Instructions,  which  were^  lingular  use  to  me,  I  set  oflf;  ft 
endeavoured  to  gain  all  y*  knowledge  I  could  of  y*  sentiments  ft 
conduct  of  y*  pec^e  in  y*  different  parts  of  those  Settlements. 
And,  as  I  found  y^  y<>  Inhabitants  on  y*  east  side  of  y*  River 

"  I  to  a  Ne^ 


Yonghioganni  were  mosdy  opposite  to  a  New  State,  I  ^ssed  them 
hj.  A  considerable  number  of  those  betweeii '  s*  River  &  y* 
Honoungehela,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  Washington  County,  I 
found  to  be  fond  of  it ;  being  misled  by  a  few  aspiring,  ft  I  suspect 
ill  designing  men,  or  by  men  who  had  not  thorowly  considered  y* 
whole  matter ;  which  later  was  y*  case  of  some  of  y*  Clergy.  I 
also  found  y*  y«  Act  to  prevent  y*  erecting  any  New  ft  Independent 
,  States,  ftc. ;  ft  likewise  y*  Act  for  y*  sale  of  certain  lands  therein 
mentioned,  ftc.,  of  y*  8d  of  December  last,  quite  intimidated  ft 
discouraged  y*  populace,  who  had  been  buoyed  up  with  y*  hopes 
of  easily  obtaining,  ft  prospects  of  great  advantage  by  a  New  State ; 
ft  y*  even  y*  Ringleaders  were  for  eating  in  their  words  ft  putting 
a  new  fiice  upon  their  conduct ;  so  y*  y*  design  of  y  Legislature 
was  partly  effected,  yet  y*  people  seemed  rather  hushed  than  con- 
vinced :  Therefore  I  called  upon  a  number  of  y*  Ministers  ft  other 
Gentlemen,  eonvcrsed  with  some  ft  wrote  to  others,  as  well  as 
cautioned  y*  people  after  Seirmen  aguast  having  any  hand,  in  snch 
Schemes. 

The  Substance  of  ray  conversation,  cautions,  ft  letters  is  to  be 
found  in  y*  copy  of  a  letter  I  herewith  send  your  Excellency }  ft 
which  is  nearely  y*  same  with  many  I  wrote  on  y*  occasion;  ft 
which,  in  a  leasure  hour  your  Excellency  may  give  a  glance  to,  if  it 
may  be  thought  worth  while. 

I  carefbily  concealed  my  appointment  from  every  one ;  nor  did 
any  appear  to  suspect  it.  But  while  some  approved  of  my  oendw^i, 
others;  viz,  y*  New  Statesmen  alledged  I  was  too  cAetnlis.:  yet  I 

*  See  postea. 
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ffxspect  appearing  in  n  palKc  Character  in  j*  Mat  wwild  not  have 
answered  any  better  end.  I  eonclnded  however  that  haviieig  y 
letters  in  their  bands  &  reading  tbem  one  to  another,  as  I  foand 
was  the  ease,  tbej  wonld  be  obliged  to  attend  to  y*  arguments.  I 
hope  some  good  is  done;  &  oannot  bbt  believe  y*  y  New  Stet» 
affiir  is  orer  at  present.  I  was  six  weeks  in  y*  ooantry;  k  wonld 
haye  tarried  longer  had  it  appeared  requisite  for  y*  good  of  y*  State^ 
Bat,  I  must  tell  yonr  Ebtcelleney  y*  I  fear  maoh  opposition  will  be 
made,  especially  by  those  disappointed  in  their  expectations  abont  a 
New  State,  &  artifice  used  to  evade  a  tax,  I  was  greatly  opposed  in 
this;  A  eonld  not  answer  y*  objections  against  a  tax  in  cash,  other- 
wise thsn  by  alledging  y*  y*  Assembly  would  surely  adopt  some 
easy  measure  which  y*  people  could  comply  with ;  ft  I  hope  this 
will  be  done,  as  those  Settlements  are  nearly  destitute  of  cash. 

If  a  Campaign  should  be  carried  on  to  y*  westward  this  "summer 
or  fall  in  order  to  check  j*  insolence  of  y*  savages,  who  have  already 
killed  &  captivated  many;  y*  people,  I  doubt  not,  will  readily 
contribute  in  grain  or  wheat,  each  man  his  share  c(y  tax ;  &  by 
this  means  win  be  brought  into  y*  custom  wiihout  either  force  or 
disputation.  And  if  it  should  seem  good  to  y*  legislatore  until 
money  shall  circulate  more  extensirely,  to  appoint  active  &  honest 
men  to  receive  y*  publiok  dues  in  flour  ft  convey  it  to  New  Orleans 
to  market,  y*  people  would  this  way  not  only  pay  y  public  tax,  but 
also  take  out  patents  for  titeir  lands.  So  that  in  a  short  time  many 
thousands  would  come  into  y*  treasury,  which  otherwise  need  not 
be  expected.  With  an  ardisnt  wish  for  y*  peaee  ft  prosperity  of 
your  Government  this  comes  from  your  Bxceilency's 
most  obedient  ft  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  PINLEY. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  President  of  the  Sopream 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  2 — OomspoNDxncB*  ot  Eby.  Jambs  Fihlbt,  1783^ 

Dunlaps  Creek,  March  y  18, 1783. 

I  have  long  had  a  desire  of  settlLgig  in  this  country,  but  have 
been  discouraged  by  y*  Spirit  of  opposition  to  Government  y* 
appeared  among  many.  And  their  late  motion  for  a  New  State  seems 
to  me  even  mere  unreasonable  ft  dangerous  than  any  former  attempt 
especially  y*  of  erecting  themselves;  which  it  is  said  has  been  pro- 
posed bj  some. 

That  this  motion  for  a  New  State  is  not  only  premature,  ft  unjust, 
but  also  dangerous  to  y*  Settlement,  will  appear  by  a  fewconsidera* 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p  617. 
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tioik — If  yoa  consider  y*  Burthens  would  nccessarilj  ensuo  yoa 
cannot  think  y*  for  years  to  come  yoa  would  be  equal  to  them. 
You  would  be  obliged  to  support  a  GcinvenUon  in  framing  a  Goa- 
fltitution  :  &  afterwwk  a  greater  number  of  Counselors  &  Assembly* 
men  than  you  now  have :  Also  a  President,  Judges  of  y"  Supream 
Court,  with  Delegates  in  Congress.  You  would  likewise  have  to 
contribute  for  supporting  Ambassadors  abroad  &  an  Army  at  home, 
which,  more  or  less,  must  still  be  kept  up;  &  also  for  discharging 
j«  national  debt  contracted  in  y*  present  war«  Paper  money  you 
KCow,  would  not  do ;  Gold  &  silver  would  be  required  for  all  these 
purposes. — But  could  they  be  expected  from  a  people  always  & 
justly  pleading  their  want  of  such  cash  ?  I  fear  they  would  find  y* 
New  State's  little  finger  thicker  than  y  Old  State's  loyns;  &yHhey 
would  soon  complain,  as  y  members  of  some  weak  States  begin  to 
do  that,* '<  The  support  of  Government  is  too  heavy  for  them.'' 
Whereas  continuing  as  you  now  are  much  of  y'  above  ezpences 
would  be  cut  off. 

I  must  also  tell  you  y*  j*  motion  for  a  New  State  seems  uniust : 
For,  consider  y',  Pennsylvania  has  as  good  a  title  to  all  y  landa 
within  her  lines  as  any  State  in  y*"  Confederacy ;  or,  as  any  of  you 
have  for  your  plantations :  And,  I  may  say,  guaranteed  to  her  by 
y^  other  States.  The  lands  in  this  settlement  y*  were  claimed  by 
Virginia  are  now  acknowledged  by  y*  state  to  be  y  right  of  Penn- 
sylvania I  &  y  lands  claimed  by  Gonne6ticat  on  y  other  side  are 
now  by  a  Decree  of  Congress  confirmed  to  Pennsylvania  also ;  to 
irhioh  y^  Inhabitants  of  said  lands  hav^  submitted. -"^Consider  like- 
wise that  there  has  been  a  great  expenditure  of  both  blood  & 
treasure  in  part  for  your  defence;  &a  large  sum  (I  am  told  an 
hundred  &  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling)  promised  to  y*  late  Pro- 
prietor to  enable  him  to  discharge  debts  probably  contracted  with  a 
dependence  on  his  claim  to  Pennsylvania!  This  heavy  debt  to  him 
had  been  contracted  in  order  to  have  you  as  well  as  others  exempted 
from  future  propriatory  demands',  l^ou  know  8%  y^  part  of  y*  un- 
located  lands  has  been  allotted.io  y*  officers  &  soldiers  in  y*  Penn- 
sylvania line  for  their  encouragement  in  y  defence  of  your  civil  & 
seligious  rights;  &  y<  y**  remainder  is  considered  as  a  fund. foe 
disharging^  y*  aforesaid  debta. 

These  things  considered,  can  your  people  think  it  just  to  attempt 
being  erected  into  a  New  State  within  y*  claim  of  Pe^nnsylvania 
without  her  consent,  &  without  having  made  any  proper  compensa-. 
tion  to  her  ?  Would  they  desire  to  defraud  y*  men  who  fought  for 
them  out  of  their  landd?  Or  can  they  think  those  brave  men 
would  not  resent  y*  ungrateful  treatment,  &  defte^nd  thieir  property 
sword  in  hand  ?  Or  can  your  people  desire  to  shift  paying  y  debts 
which  honour  &  confidence  both  urge  to  see  discharged  ?  Can  they. 
Attempt  to  lay  y*  foundation  of  a  State  in  iniquity  8i  deceit,  &  yet 
expect  y«  blessing  of  y*  righteous  Govcrnour  of  y  World  ?  Have 
y  subjects  of  any  nation  attempted;  especially  by  violence,  to  dis- 
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number  y  State,  mniem  on  aecount  of  mtolerabft  tyraira  j  pnetiaod 
against  them  ?  Bat^  I  suppose,  j*  wannest  oonteoden  for  y"  point 
among  yon,  alledge  nothing  of  that  nature.  This  New  Settlement 
has  rather  been  nursed  like  a  child  bj  j*  eld.  The  Gouneil,  Presi* 
dent,  Judges,  Assembly,  Delegates  in  Gongress,  &  y  Army  h&v0 
all  hitherto  been  supported  out  of  the  Treasury  into  which  you  have 
^t  put  nothing,  &  some  even  refuse  to  do  it.  And  why  should 
Bueb  a  Nursling  attempt  .to  desert  y«  parent  before  it  can  stand 
alone ;  A  while,  if  it  were  a  State  must  appear  eontemptible  ft  with* 
•ut  weight  in  the  scale  of  Emphre  1  This  ia  aurelly  ridiculous  !  Ta 
▼lin  are  y*  first  Colonies  of  America  urged  as  a  Precedent  They 
had  no  other  refuge  in  their  first  settlement,  but  were  constrained 
by  hard  necessity  to  begin  their  Government  with  a  few  £smUtes  or 
be  wiUiout  laws.  Yet  they  had  y«  advantage  of  being  without 
debt,  which  ia  not  your  case. 

If  any  alledge  great  inconvenience  in'  being  connected  with  y* 
oUter  part  of  y«  State,  I  answer  y^  y  difficulty  is  not  greater  than 
in  some  other  States,  &  far  from  being  insuperable.  The  usual 
business  of  each  county  osn  be  transacted  in  itself  without  difficulty } 
&  if  tryal  of  causes  in  y*  Supream  Court  can  be  bad  without  tnuAh 
ezpenoe  by  y*  Circuits  of  y*  Judges ;  while  y*  attendance  of  men)« 
bera  of  Assembly  is  defrayed  by  y«  State  in  generaL  ShouM.  y 
distanoe  l^om  y«  present  Seat  of  Government  be  thought  a  griev- 
ance, petitioning  for  removal  to  a  place  more  central  could  not  be 
blaimed,  ft  no  doubt  would  be  granted  as  soon  as  y*  arguments  for 
such  a  removal  s^iould  appear  to  your  Beprcsentatives  weightier 
than  those  against  it.  The  same  measure  might  be  taken  for  having 
a  land  office  established  among  you,  y*  want,  of  which  many  com- 
plain of. 

All  these  things  considered,  I  think  it  no  wonder  y*  Congress  (aft 
I  am  told,)  treated  &  late  application  for  a  New  State  with  disregard 
ft  I  doubt  not  ever  will  while  matters  contbne  as  they  are.  And 
if  you  should  without  y*  consent  of  Congress  erect  youraelveai  ibto 
a  State,  &  by  faction  &  violence  difmembor  y*  old>  you  wouU  eer? 
tainly  incur  y*  Displeasure  &  bring  y**  force,  not  only  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  of  all  y*  States  upon  you,  since  they  are  bound  to 
assist  ft  defend  each  other  in  y*  possession  of  their  rights.  I 
tremble  to  think  y*  before  wo  are  welt  emlirged  from  k  war  with 
foreigners  we  might  be  called  to  stahi  our  hands  in  eaeh  others 
Mood  I  There  are  many  who  oonsidering  these  things  tbink  ft  eveti 
'say,  y  y«  motion  for  a  New  State  must  ft  does  originate  with  ill- 
'  designing  men,  who  desire  to  save  their  Estates  at  present,  ft 
'make  opportunities  for  advancing  themselves  to  posts  of  honour  ft 
'profit  hereafter;  but  cover  their  designs  with  pretences  of  public 
'good.  And,  say  they,  we  know  y'  by  such  pretences,  ft  by  y*  same 
'class  of  men  y*  Settlement  has  been  kept  in  confusion  year  after 
'year  toy*  detriment  of  y*  Publick  ft  hurt  of  Individuals;  ft  y* 
'  when  one  Scheme  fails  another  is  invented."     Hence  they  alledg  e 
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y  when  y*  motion  for  a  New  Stste  has  faftd  its  'oper»tion  MK&e  oihev 
afikir  will  b«  brought  on  y*  oarpet  If  Uiis  be  trWy  I  may  aay,  kow 
k>Dg  will  yon  snifer  yonrnlTea  to  be  impoaed  upon  1  However,  I  am 
6(  opinion  that  there  are  several  QenUemen  who  are  far  from  any 
HI  design,  but  thro'  mistake  or  simplieily  are  led  in.  I  wish  them 
to  oonsider  ft  retreat  before  it  be  too  late. 

Yon  are  M  professors  of  Ohristianity,  It  sorely  requires  men  to 
be  honest,  peaceable  ft  submissive,  attendmg  to  j*  one  thing  needfuL 
But  y*  measures  pcvrsned  by  some  have  a  dififerent  effect.  They 
gender  animosities,  contentions,  ft  many  evil  works;  ft  may  end  in 
confiscations,  hanishmtnt,  ft  blood.  There  are  different  Deneminn- 
tions  of  Professors  among  you ;  strict  notice  will  be  taken  of  all ;  ft 
observations  made  on  such  of  these  as  appear  most  refraotory  ft 
vngevernable.  I  wish  all  may  avoid  confirming  y  opinion  of  seme 
Gentlemen  at  y  commencement  of  y*  war.  They  argued  against 
xt^  alledging  y*,  <<  if  we  were  independent,  our  back  Settlements 
especially  thro'  y*  avarice  ft  ambition  of  petty  Statesmen  would 
become  a  New  Germany,  a  Seat  of  Contention  ft  field  of  bloods 
Upon  y«  whole  I  would  reoommend  to  all  what  I  design  to  do 
myself,  via.,  cheerfully  to  pay  y*  annnal  tax,  which  I  doubt  not  y« 
Assembly  will  make  as  easy  as  ciroumstanoes  will  admit,  ft  as  aooa 
as  may  be,  to  get  their  landi  patented ;  which  may  now  be  done  on 
perhaps  y^  easiest  terms  will  ever  be  had.  By  this  means  jom 
might  in  some  y«ats  be  pretty  clear  of  y*  deht»  mentioned;  ft 
might,  if  it  should  then  be  thought  necessary,  with  a  better  fkoQ 
sapplieate  for  a  New  State ;  which  to  attempt  at  present  seems  botfak 
foolish  ft  unjust 

I  hoTS  been  hbonriag  for  y*  good  of  this  Settlement  theso 
thirteen  years ;  ft  my  constant  wish  for  this,  ft  y*  I  ft  my  Ohildrett 
may  be  allowed  to  lire  with  you  m  peace  ft  in  y«  fear  ft  kvo  of 
€k>d  prompt  me  to  be  thus  large  on  this  subject.  And  I  am  suro 
my  Character  requires  me  to  endeavour  to  prevent  especially  publick. 
evils,  ft  to  promote  Righteousness  ft  Peace  in  y*  land.  In  y« 
meantime  I  am,  with  all  duo  rei^iect»  8% 

yours  Sincerely 

JAMBS  FINLET. 

P.  S.  As  I  wish  y*  thoa^ta  I  have  suggested  may  be  daely 
eonaidered  by  y*  people,  so  it  oannot  be  disagreeable  to  me  y*  yoo 
show  this  letter  to  as  many  as  yoo  think  fik 
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Pbes.  Dickiksov  to  Dblxgates  ih  OoROBBta,  1788. 

In  Coancil,  Pa.,  Apl.  29th|  '8». 
Oendemeity 

CkNiDoil  wrote  to  yoa  some  iine  agOy  doriciiig  tbai  700  wwM 
eadM^oor  to  have  the  most  effoctual  measures  speedily  adopted  bf 
Congress  for  making  Peace  with  the  Indian  nations.  Having  lately 
receiyed  adriees  that  about  forty  Inhabitants  of  thb  State  ha^e  been 
killed  and  taken  by  them,  ft  haiving  good  Beason  to  be  assured,  that 
these  Hostilities  will  be  oontinned  along  the  Frontiers^  we  think  it 
oar  I>ttty  earnestly  te  repeat  onr  Request 

Perhape  the  United  States  might  appear  more  respectable  to  those 
nations  at  a  Treaty  to  be  held  with  them  after  the  Delivery  of 
Niagara  &  Detroit  tolls  by  the  British)  but,  in  the  meaiitime,  we 
hope  such  steps  may  be  taken,  as  may  be  the  means  of  saving 
many  lives,  and  preventing;  great  Calamities.  We  wish  Congress 
would  be  pleased  to  consider,  whether  it  might  not  have  a  good 
effect  upon  the  IndianS|  to  infonfi  them  by  authority,  that  Peace 
has  been  made  with  Great  Britain,  the  srtides  of  which  are  nSw 
carrying  into  Execution;  that  the  Back  Country  with  all  the  Forts 
IS  thereby  ceded  to  us ;  that  they  must  now  depend  upon  us  for 
their  Preservation  and,  that  unless  thqr  immediately  cease  firom 
their  outrages,  A  remain  quiet  till  we  can  hold  a  Treaty  with  them 
at  Niagara  or  Detroit,  we  will  instantly  t«re  vpeft  them  our  armiea 
that  have  oonque^  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  new  have  us 
other  Enemies  to  employ  their  Valour,  and  extirpate  them  fh>n 
the  Land  where  they  were  bom  and  now  live:  Bat,  that  if  they 
behave  as  they  oaght  to  do,  they  shall  be  treated  not  only  justly,- 
but  friendly.  Such  Intelligence  as  this  with  the  advance  of  a 
proper  Reinforcement  te  Genl.  Irvine  at  Pittsburg,  ft  the  EzertioM 
of  the  Troops  under  his  Command,  might  put  a  stop  to  the  eruelHea 
of  the  savages,  or  at  least  prevent  their  be<x>ming  more  extensive. 
I  am  Gentlemen 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard 

Yoi|r&c%i 

J.  D.* 

Indonedf 

1783,  April  29th.  To  Hon'ble  The  Delegates  pf  Penn'a  in 
Congress. 

*SeepagftA6.  ^ 
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JoHR  NIGHOL0OH  TO  Pki8.  Dicxmov,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leare  to  request  tbat  an  Order  maj  be  drawn  vpon  The 
Tretturer  in  my  faror  for  lite  hnndred  pounds  state  money  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  one  third  part  of  Depreciation  Certifieates 
agreeable  to  Law,  The  snm  last  rec'd  is  intirely  expended* 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  Greatest  respect 

yonr  Exeellency's 

most  obed*  Humble  serranty 
JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed, 
His  Exceiry^  The  Fresid't  of  Penn'a,  present. 


Besolvjes  in  CosaRKSSy  1783, 

In  Gongressi  Hay  1st,  1783. 

Bemdved,  That  the  Seo'y  at  War,  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  inform  the  several  Indian  Nations,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  that  Pteliminary  articles  of  peace  have  been  agreed  on  and 
Hoatilitys  have  ceased  with  Oreat  Britain,  and  to  commuiucate  I9 
them  that  the  forts  within  the  United  States  and  in  possession  of  the 
British  troops  will  speedily  be  evacuated,  intimating  also  that  the 
United  States  are  dii^K>sed  to  enter  into  friendly  treatys  with  the 
diifiNrent  tribes  and  io  inform  the  hostile  Indian  nations,  that  unless 
they  Immed'  cease  all  hoslilitys,  against  the  Citiiens  of  these  states 
and  accept  of  these  friendly  proffers  of  peace,  Congress  will  take  the 
most  de<»ded  measures  to  compel  them  thereto* 

Ordered,  That  the  Sec^  at  Warr,  transmit  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress herein  with  oopys  of  President  Dickinson  &Oen<  Irwine's  letter 
to  the  Gomm'  in  Chief  &  the  Comm'*  for  Indian  affiurs  in  the 
Northern  departm^ 


Sbc'y  ABMSTRONa  TO  Wm.  Maolay,  1783. 

^  In  Council,  2d  Hay,  1788,  PhUada. 

Sir, 

The  late  Indian  outrages  upon  our  fh>ntier,  have  induced  Coundl 
to  direct,  that  sn  immediate  supply  of  amunition  be  forwarded  for 
their  defence.    I  have  it  therefore  in,  command  to  express  their 
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wisfaefly  thftt  two  boxes  of  Mnwraei  Csrtridge  ft  800  fliDts  fit  for 
rifles  IftB  fbrwatded  from  the  Milmrj  stores  unAtt  yoor  direction  to 
Oapi.  Robinsoo  now  at  Wyoming. 

ConTejanoe  is  supposed  to  be  easj  and  frequent — ^the  propriety  of 
■eiaiog  tbe  earliesty  will  sn|^est  itself. 

I  am  fiir,  with  the  highest  respeo^ 

Tour  most  Obed*  ft  very  hum.  Serv*. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec^. 
Oen.  Potter  or  Ool.  Hunter  will  take  charge  of  it  at  Sunsbury. 
The  enclosed  letter,  which  I  beg  yon  to  forwara  with  the  amunition, 
is  to  that  purpose. 

J.  A. 

publick  service. 

William  M'Glay,  Esq.,  or -in  his  absence  to  M'  John  HairiS| 
Harris's  Ferry. 


8n'T  AtHtTBosra  to  Gsk'l  Po«bb,  178S. 

JD'Sir, 

With  this  letter,  you  will  receive  two  boxes  of  musket  cartridges 
and  two  hundred  rifle  flints,  which  Ooancil  has  thought  proper  to 
forward  to  your  frontier.  It  is  their  intention,  that  it  be  sent  from 
Sunbury  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  to  Wyoming.  The  letter 
addressed  to  Gap*  Robinson  may  go  with  it  Coundll  think  it 
unnecessary  to  suggest  the  slightest  motive  to  interest  your  attention 
to  this  business. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  highest  esteem. 

Tour  most  obed*  Hum.  Serv^ 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seer. 
In  Council,  Philad%  2d  Hay,  1788. 
Directed^ 

Public  service. 

Hon;  Msjor  Oen.  Jam^  PMs#y  or  in  Us  absenee  to  Ssmuel 
Hunter,  Esq.,  Sunbury. 


41  ffiNNSYliYAMU  Jk^BPfVa.'in^ 

ThOIUS  F;XK^IMQSS  W  PBSS>  DK)aiH8M,  17881 

I  have  the  honor  to  hand  the  Gmineffi  an  met  tf  CoDgrMs  ' 
the  1*^  Inst*  4&  I  hope  in  »  few  di^ja^  other  measurea  will  be  adopted 
to  giYO  farther  satiafaetion  ly>  the  state  vpon  Indian  afiaira. 
J  h#Te  the  honot  to  be, 

Y'  BxoelU*  moat  ebed"  h'bU  Mrv«. 

THOMAS  FITZSIMONS. 
May  4, 1783. 

His  Exoeir;  the  Prend't  of  the  Supreme  ExeoatiYJ  Goimoill. 


John  Nicholson  to  P&bs.  Dioeikson,  1783. 

Oompt'  GeDerals  Offioe,  May  5th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leay^  to  reqneat  that  an  order  iaaoa  on  the  Tfteaanver  in  mj 
iavor  for  five  Handled  poands  state  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
one-third  part  of  Depreciation  Certifioatea.  The  sum  last  reo*  m 
nearly  digbacsed* 

I  hitTO  the  Honor  t^  be, 
With  much  respect, . 

Your  Bxoellenoy'§  oW. 
fumble  servant 
JN-  NICHOLSON. 
IHreciedj 
His  Ezoellenoy,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Oaft,  I^oiUft  BoBorftoH  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Northumberland,  May  8th/ 1788.  . 
Sir, 
The  InatnwtioBi  of  Oonnoill  J^tM'  kDayi6A>  I  Reo'  this  4th  June, 
?]  Ins^,  on  my  way  from  Wyoming  to  this  town,  the  Amnnition 
Mentioned  was  then  on  its  way  to  Wyoming.  Hithertp,  Brery 
Measure  has  been  Taken  to  preserve  a  friendly  Interoourse  Between 
the  Soldiery  k  the  Inhabitants,  &  I  hare  the  Pleasure  to  Inform 
your  Bxoellende  that  the  Measures  I  Have  Made  Use  of  Has  had 
the  Desired  Effect 

♦  See  page  46. 
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Whh  Respaoi  to  tie  Inb«lntaiit0,  ihm  tre  a  great  Many  Wftmg- 
Bag  Disrates  Chieflj  ewteg  t^  %  pelfering  $h  Mrell  as  Letegiona 
Bptk  mwk  SMMa  tery  Natural  to  Mine  of  tliein. 

Li  all  aiidh  Oaaea  tliey  hav^  Itnediate  recourse  to  tu  aa  there  are 
^  Gft\  OSeer  in  the  plaee,  and  many  of  thetti  thought  To  avail 
tbemeelvea  of  the  Oppertuttf  ty,  Imajhiitig  no  Law  was  to  talce  Hold 
of  tbe« ;  they  Proeeeded  t«^  take  and  Make  uae  of  thdir  Neigh- 
bours Property  at  Pleaai^  And  even  to  BaB^oaeaa  others. 

Upon  whioh  I  Imedktely  Intorpeaedi  Choosing  such  as  I  thought 
fireeist  of  that  Letigous  Disposition  &  who  best  knew  the  affiiirs  of 
the  Plaoe  for  Information,  and  have  so  Far  Prevailed  in  that  Re- 
speet  as  to  preserve  (by  their  own  Aeoounts)  a  heter  Regulation 
than  has  ever  been  Amonff  them  before. 

B\A  Notwithsiattding  (Mr  Saasliag  CiodiiUanoe  Tkec»  is  Still 
a  le&etory  Spirit  among  thesi,  thoiigh  they  Wish  to  keep  up  a  gooi 
appeaianoe— of  these  slSurs  I  am  well  aware  and  am  Very  Gamul 
to  keep  them  at  A  proper  Distanoe. 

And  Totr  Excellencey  may  be  assured  that  no  Endavour  Shall 
be  wanting  on  my  part  to  keep  Good  order  Among  them  Till  Civel 
Authority  takes  plAce,  and  I  have  no  Doubt  of  proceeding  therein. 
From  Some  Encouragement  they  Have  Reoeived  from  the  Assembly 
of  York  StatOi  a  party  have  been  Ghooseu  to  Tiew  some  Land  As- 
signed them  for  a  settlement;  Which  Party  is  now  Returned,  But 
I  am  not  able  to  Learn  the  Intentions  of  the  people  on  the  Rsport 
of  their  Commissioners. 

I  am  with  Every  Sentiment 
of  Esteem  &  Respect, 
Your  I^ieelkncies  Host 
Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  ROBINSON. 
Capf. 
JHreeted, 

His  Exeellenoe,  John  Dickinson/  BMf  ,  Prerfden*  of  8«p*  Hx- 
eeutive  CounQil^  Penni*  Phillu  7     ; 


Obn.  8t.  Clair  to  Prhs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

PhU*,  May  9**,  1783. 

Qentlemen, 

Colonel  Portor  has  called  upon  me  to  certify  to  Counoil  the  Rank 
he  was  entitled  to  in  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Artillery 
previous  to  the  Reduction  that  took  place  ou  the  first  of  January 
last  He  had  been  a  long  time  the  eldest  Captain  of  the  Renment 
rose  to  the  Majority,  and  by  the  Resignations  of  Colonel  Proctor 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Forrest  became  entitled  to  the  Rank  of  Lieut.  CoL 


ConuiMDdaii^  bat  from  what  Caoiey  I  kiKiw  ttot,  the  Gommifldoii 
did  not  Itsoe.    On  the  fint  of  JiDiury  ImU,  the  Oorpe  vat  radiMed 
to  fonr  Gompeniee  to'  be  oomaanded  bj  two  field  Ofioer^  a  Lieaten« 
ant  Colonel  and  Major.    Colonel  Porter  waa  continned  the  lienten- 
ant  Colonel,  becaase  the  bringing  bin  ibnmid  wmild  hare  oWged 
him  to  vetire  from  Serrioe,  to  wluofa  he  waa  aicrae    bat  then  ia  uq 
doabt  he  was  olearlj  enUtled  to  the  Bank  of  Colonel  Comnandant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he  with 
great  Respect  QenUemeny 
your  meet  obedient  Servant, 
4o6  ^'  S*  CLAIB, 

Directed, 

His  BsneDenej,  John  Diekinaon,  Bsqnlre,  President  and   the 
honorable  the  anpreme  ezeeati?e  Oooneil,  of  PennsjlTania. 
Indoned, 

1782,  Haj  9th,  From  GenertI  Sinclair.  Jane  30tb,  1783,  Ord< 
that  ^  Letter  be  written  bj  the  Secretary  to  the  Secretary  at  War| 
observing  that  in  the  Commission  to  Col^  Porter,  the  Word  ''  Com- 
mandant'' is  omitted,  &  desiring  that  it  may  be  added,  as  he  waa 
entitled  to  the  Rank  of  laeat*  Col'  Commandant^  at  the  time  of 
issuing  the  paid  Commisuon. 


John  Nicholsoh  to  P&ks.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Oontpt  Oenerars  Offioe,  Hay  20th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  soma  of  State  money  I  have  hitherto  ree'd  have  been  ai^lied 
for  the  purposes  they  were  advanoed,  and  further  applications  require 
further  advances.  Shall  be  much  Obliged  by  an  Order  from  the 
Treasurer  in  my  fiivor  for  the  further  Sum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
for  psying  id  part  DepreoiatiDu  Certificates* 

Lhave  the  Honor  to  be,  With  much  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  Obed.  Humble  ser., 
.  JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
The  Hon'ble  James  Ewing,  Esq ,  Vice  Preudent 
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0OM|l*£8  OV  TaXBS  FOK  PEXLAmSLPHIA  C!o.|  TO  PBS0IDXNT 

Dickinson^  1788« 

To  His  Exoellenej}  John  Dickinflon,  Esq.,  Prendenty  and  the 
Hoo<M»ble,  the  Supremo  Sxocnti?e  Ooo&oil  of  Uio  OommoBwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

When  we  sent  oat  the  Daplioates  for  the  State  Money  tax,  it  did 
not  appear  to  this  Board  that  the  holders  of  the  Continental  State 
Money  had  a  right  to  expeot  an  allowance  of  Interest  dae  on  that 
money  in  payment  of  their  taxes^  as  the  Law  seemed  to  point  out 
another  mode  by  which  the  Interest  was  to  be  paid.  The  Connty 
Treasurer  said  he  oonld  not  reoeiTe  the  money  with  snoh  an  allow- 
ance, for  that  the  State  Treasurer  would  not  taxe  it  from  him  in  that 
way ;  We  therefore  directed  the  Oolleetors  to  receive  and  pay  it  into 
the  Treasury  as  the  other  State  Money  made  payable  by  law,  for 
this  tax,  and  they  have  accordingly  psH  into  the  Treasury  about 
2400  Dollars,  vrithout  abating  the  Interest.  It  seems  a  number  of 
Gentlemen  have  refused  to  pay  this  tax  in  any  other  money  than 
that  in  question,  nor  in  this  without  an  abatement  of  the  Interest, 
which  retards  the  collector  of  the  tax,  and  hss  oocanoned  the  State 
Treasurer's  application  to  the  Attorney  General,  for  his  opinion  on 
the  subject  on  the  receipt  of  .which  he  had  agreed  to  receive  into 
the  Tressnry  the  Continental  State  Money,  abating  the  Interest,  and 
the  County  Treasurer  in  like  manner.  Mfore  we  give  any  further 
orders  to  the  Collectors  on  this  business,  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
the  hoMHrable  Council  for  their  advice  and  direction  in  the  premises. 
We  submit  it  whether  some  other  consistent  mode  may  not  be 
adopted  for  discharging  this  Interest  than  for  the  Colieetore  allowing 
the  same  in  receiving  of  taxes,  which  we  apprehend  would  lay  open 
to  sundry  abuses. 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servants, 

GUNNING  BBDPOBD, 
JOHN  BAKER. 

Phikda.,  May  2l8t,  1783. 
Directed^ 
His  Biftellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  &c.,  &.|  &c. 
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JoHNt  Nicholson  to  Y.  P.^  Jahss  EwiNd^  1783. 

Comptroller  Generars  Office,  May  24th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  b^  leave  to  nequeMi  that  orders  may  Lnne  upon  the  Treasurer 
in  favor  of  William  Bradford,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  tke 
State,  and  James  Willson,  Esquire,  for  ifbrty  pounds  each,  the  fee 
eharged  by  tbem  in  the  caoaexlepeBding  between  thisCommonwolth 
&  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  late  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Exeeu- 
tive  Counoil. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  higfaeBt  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  Obed.  Servt, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Directed^ 
The  Hon'Me  James  Swing,  Esq.,  Yiee  Presid^t 


Repairs  or  PbIst  Housbs,  1788. 

At  the  Bequeet  of  the  Honourabte,  the  ^ecbtire  Ooanoylls,  we 
have  Szaihined  the  pest  houset  on  State  Island,  and  have  estimated 
the  Ezpenee  of  putting  the  whole  in  the  saaie  itepare  that  Some  of 
them  are  in  at  present,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  done  fot 
four  hundred  poonds.  If  Oonnoyll  shall  think  proper  we  will  pro- 
oare  Materials  and  Oett  the  whole  Compleated  on  the  usual  Terms 
and  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

GUNNING  BEDFORD, 
THOS.  NEYELL. 
26th  May,  1783. 


Deleqaxbs  qf  Penhstlvania  to  Council,  1783. 

The  Delegate3  of  Pennsylvania  present  their  respectfUr  Compli- 
ments to  the  Hon'ble  Counoil  &  inform  them  that  the  Seoretary  at 
War  ia  authorised  by  CSf^gress  to  repair  &  deliver  the  Ntw  Piison 
to  such  Person  as  Council  shall  please  to  appoint  to  receive  Posses- 
sion thereof. 

2  June,  1783. 

DirectefJj 

His  Excellency,  The  President  &  The  Hcn'ble  Council  of  Penn- 
sihania. 


PJSNNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1783.  €8 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Diokinson,  1788. 

Compt.  Qenefars  Office^  Jane  ^^  1788. 
Mty  il  Fletfle  yoQt  Ezoelleney, 

ni6  State  mooey  I  have  received  is  all  expended,  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  reqqest  an  Order  for  the  further  ram  office  hundred  poandS 
for  pejing  a  third  of  Depreciation  Certificates. 
I  am  irith  much  respect, 

Tour  ExcelloBcj^B  most  Obed.  servaniy 

JNO.  NIOIIOiiSON. 

His  SzceUenqTi  John  Diekinson,  Esqaire,  Presideol^ 


Ssor't.'  Akhstronq  to  Bob.  MoRRXSy  1783. 

Pha^  Jane  7tb,  1783.  ; 

In  repTj  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  picture  to  inform 
you  that  this  &ard  have  already  gone  into  your  wishes  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  the  collection  and  payment  of  taxes.  A  late  pressing  letter 
has  been  written  to  the  different  County  Commissioners,  and  among 
other  considerations  more  partial  in  their  application,  the  necessUieB 
of  the  army — the  justice  of  their. claim  and  the  foreign  engf^menta 
of  Ck>ogres8  have  been  powerfully  Urged. 

I  aiBf  Sir,  &c,  &&, 

JOHN  ABMfilBONa,* 
jnn'  Bee**-. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  StFRVvroR  Oen.^  17S8. 

(In  Council,  P*.) 
Sir, 

The  Intelligence  received  by  us  of  Hostilities  committed  on  the 
FronUers  of  this  State  by  Indians,  induced  us  to  deferr  giving  You 
diTections  for  surveying  and  laying  out  in  Lots,  the  Tract  of 
Land  first  described  in  the  Law,  entitled  ''  An  Act  for  the  Sale  of 
certain  Lands,  &c.,  passed  on  the  twelfth  Day  of  last  March,  until  we 
had  taken  some  previous  Steps  for  Facilitating  the  Execution  of 
that  Measure,  and  had  Reason  to  hope  that  Circumstances  were  so 
far  matured  as  (o  be  more  favowrable  to  the  Design  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

*  Bee  CcJ.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  694. 
3* 
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We  now  would  have  you  to  proceed  immediately  in  that  Boaai- 
neaa,  oottfermiog  Tounelf  therein  to  the  aaid  Aet 

We  apprehend  that  yon  ahoald  begin' with  the  aorreya  of  the  two 
Traet^'eaeh  of  three  thonaand  acrea  reaerred  for  the  nse  of  the  State. 
Ton  will  then  go  on  to  anryey  the  reat  of  the  Land,  &  to  lay  out 
&  nonber  the  £ot8,  ao  that  the  Lota  being  oontignoaa  one  to  an- 
other, the  Plot  of  them  may  form  an  aoenrate  Draught  or  Map  of 
the  Cdnntry. 

In  thiB  Map  we  deaire  yon  to  insert  the  Conraea  of  the  Sereral 
Watera,  and  their  general  Depth  with  all  Possible  exactneaa,  and 
to  note  the  Places  of  minea,  if  any^  Proper  Situationa  for  Towns 
MiU  aeata  &  any  pther  remarkable  Advantagea. 

We  also  earnestly  wish  that  the  partionlar  Quality  of  kaA  Lot 
may  be  ascertained  in  the  Drangbt  or  in  a  Stfhednle  lumexed  to-,  it, 
&  such  a  precise  Description  be  given  aa  may  be  practicable. 

It  will  be  a  Matter  of  great  Consequence  to  have  the  Ooursea  Dia- 
tancci  &  Boond^ea  of  each  lot  detertnined  witK  tU  vtmoat  preci- 
sion, for  encouraging  the  Salea  &  for  preaenting  future  Dispute ;  & 
We  should  be  glad  that  yon  may  avail  yourself  of  Natural  Bounda- 
riea  as  mnoh  aa  may  be  oonaistently  with  the  Description  of  the  Lot, 
A  a  proper  Form  of  the  Lota,  &  that  the  Water  may  be  divided  aa 
the  nature  of  the  ground  will  admit  to  the  several  Lots. where  such 
natural  Boundaries  do  not  ocourr;  Boundaries  should  be  distinctly  & 
thoroughly  marked. 

We  confide  much  in  your  Integrity  &  Ability  for  the  performance 
of  this  Work  so  important  to  the  State;  and  as  wo  are  asanred  that 
you  wiR  employ  no  person  under  you,  but  such  as  are  in  every 
Respect  worthy  of  so  high  a  Trust,  it  will  be  needless  to  say  more 
on  that  aubject,  but  this  that  we  expect  the  aurveya  of  every  Lot 
to  be  made  with  aa  mtuii  Care  &  nicety  as  can  be  practiced,  and  that 
evecy  peraon  employed  be  bound  not  to  give  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons  whatever,  any  advice  or  Information  concerning  the  Quality  or 
advantage  of  any  Lot  or  Lots,  except  the  Return  to  be  made  to 
Council  aa  is  herein  before  mentioned.    - 

If  any  Indians  converse  with  you  on  this  Business,  you  may  aa- 
auae  them  that  those  Lands  are  within  the  Boundary  of  Pennsvlvania, 
and  though  the  king  of  Great  Britain  haa  ceded  and  finally  relin-i 
quished  them,  and  we  have  full  power  to  maintain  our  title  by  force 
of  arma.  Yet  we  aincerely  intend  to  treat  them,  as  our  ancestors 
treated  their  Forofhthers,  and  to  deal  friendly  with  them,  if  they 
irill  suffer  us  to  do  so. 

We  shall  write  to  General  Irvine  to  afford  you  all  the  assistance 
ft  protection  in  his  power.  We  think  his  advice  may  also  be  very 
nsefuL 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient 
and'very  hnmble  aervant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
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S:^BB£T   CQMMIS^'fifi.   TO  COUBOIL,  1788. 

idis  BxcelleDpy,  Jobo  DicluDsoni  E^',  and  the  honorable  the  Sup- 
teiAi  Executive  Gouneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Oentlemen, 

The  Street  Commissioners  are  abont  regnlating  Fifth  Street,  be* 
tween  Chestnut  &  Walnnt  Streets^  in  order  to  cariy  off  the  Water, 
make  the  Street  a  more  convenient  Passage,  and  that  it  may  appear 
decent  to  the  many  Strangers  &  others  who  pasa  that  way  to  the 
State  House,  &c 

Altho'  it  is  not  in  the  Commissioners  power  to  pave  this  Street  at 
present,  and  therefore  cannot  legally  call  on  those  who  own  Estates 
fronting  on  the  street,  to  pave  the  Gutters  &  Footways  yet  we  beg 
leave  to  mention  to  the  Honorable  Gonncil  that  if  this  is  done  be- 
fore the  east  side  of  the  State  House  sqmre,  the  Passage  would  bo 
much  more  ooavenient^  and  perhaps  much  more  reputable  to  the 
State. 

GUNNINO  BEDFORD, 
SAMUEL  M-LANE, 
JOS.  CAUFFMAN, 
FREDERICK  KUHL, 
CHARLES  MARSHALL  * 
Philadelphia,  J'une  10th,  1788. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Eb<)^  &c.^  &c. 


Pass.  Dickinson  to  Dblbqatis  in  Oonq&b86,  1783L 

Gentlemen: 

We  observe  in  a  Rcaolution  of  Congress  of  th^  26|'  of  last  Month, 
that  Furloughs  are  to  be  granted  to  non-commissioned  Officers  & 
privates  inlisted  to  serve  daring  the  War.  <        • 

We  earnestly  desire  that  you  may  prevail  with  Congress  to  have 
this  Resolution  executed  in  such  a  Slanner^  that  a  sufficient  garrison 
may  still  be  maintained  by  the  United  States  at  Fort  PilL  We  are 
informed  by  the  Secretar^r  at  War,  that  some  of  the  lldaryland  Line^ 
if  not  of  the  Pennsylvania  lin»  also,  are  inlisted  to  serve  for  three 
Years. 

We  also  wish  you  to  represent  to  Congress,  that  the  Troops  of 
this  State  are  expected  to  arrive  in  a  few  Weeks  from  South  Caro- 
lina, &  in  a  sidcly  Condition ;  and  We  Jiope  that  proper  provisions 
will  be  made  for  their  Dismission  in  as  comfortable  Circumstance? 
as  the  situation  of  Affi)i,lrs  will  admit. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  &c*. 

J.  D. 
indorsed, — June  11, 1783.  - 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  697,  fl02. 


Sbo't  Armstbono  10  Gbk.  Wit.  Ikvihii,  1788. 

Sec^  Office,  P-,  JuB0'19tbjr  1783, 
Sir, 

A9  Ooaneil  baye  come  to  a  deiennination  to  make  sale  of  tlie 
lands  appropriated  by  law  for  tbe  redemption  of  the  depreciation 
certificates,  tbcj  bave  aocordinglj  instructed  the  Sarvejor  Oen.  of 
the  State  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispat^sb  in  the  first  steps  of 
that  business.  He  has  our  directions  to  call  upon  jou  for  adyioOi 
and  such  Other  Assistance  as  it  may  be  proper  and  convenient  to 

five.    We  flatter  oursehes  that  many  advantagea  to  tbe  State  may 
e  derived  from  both. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  m«eb  respect, 

your  aiOBl  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
Indancdf—Jme  12, 1783. 


Gov.  ^1RBIS0N,   OF  Ya.,  TO  P&BS,  DICKINSON,  1783. 

In  Council,  June  12*'^  1783. 
Sir, 

A  Number  of  tbe  Inhabitants  of  that  Tract  of  Country  wbich 
falls  by  the  temporary  'Line  between  the  two  States,  within  the 
Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  complain  that  the  Oonditions  upon  which 
it  was  acceded  to  on  either  Side  have  been  departed  from,  and  • 
Measures  adopted  by  your  State  which  deprive  them  of  those  rights 
they  held,  and  subject  them  to  Censure  for  their  Conduct  wnile 
in  Office,  and  in  performance  of  the  Duties  they  owed  to  thia^ 
Qovemment. 

Tbe  Titles  to, Lands  acquired  under  this  State,  irbich  were  fltipi»> 
lated  to  be  confirmed  to  the  Proprietors  if  they  should  fall  into  that, 
are  stSited  to  be  I^d^  aside,  and  they  put  on  the  Same  footing  with 
those  originally  within  the  Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  they 
are  subjected  either  to  the  loss  of  the  Land,  or  to  the  payment  of  an 
additional  Sam  of  Honey  for  a  Confirmation  of  their  rights,  a  Con<> 
jdition  in  either  alternative  contrary  to  the  express  engagements  of 
tbe^two  States. 

l|bey  further  complain  that  the  Officers  of  Militia  who  obey'd  the 
Orders  of  the  Executive  of  this  State  in  repelling  the  Enemy  and 
defbnding  the  frontier  previous  to  the  temporary  Boundary  Line, 
are  subjected  to  Suits  before  the  Courts,  whose  decisions  have  b^n 
against  them,  by  which  means  Punishments  are  affixed  to  Actions 
which  ate  not  criminal,  and  the  late  Citiiens  of  this  State  harraas'd 
and  oppress'd  with  Expence  for  performing  the  Serrioes  which  they 
owed  to  their  Country. 
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Vhaa  » the  Sabjeot  of  the  MemorM  of  tbesoGitiienf /who  misglt^ 
alM^  SupidoDS  thti  these  M eMores  have  been  adopted,  end  they 
sabjeeted  to  iDJuiy,  more  from  a  Spirit  of  retentment  and  displev- 
B«re  to  them  from  their  Attachment  to  this'  StatOi  thao  from  an  j 
other  Can 


.  Nothing  farther  of  the  prooeediage  of  jonr  State  opon  this  8abi> 
jeot  than  what  I  have  from  these  Memoiialiotiy  whioh  I  am  ineUn'd 
to  pay  the  more  Attention  to  from  the  Oonsidentioa  of  the  Gharaoter 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  sign  it  It  is  with  pain  I  have  heard  their 
OompIaintSy  being  eonvin^  it  hath,  been  the  Intentieo  of  yoor  Oor* 
eroment  to  oompl^  with  its  engagementa  and  do  them  Jnstioe.  Bat 
aa  GkiaenB  who  claim  rights  under  this  Oovenment,  thej  are  entitled 
to  Attention ;  and  I  therefore  give  yon  the  Oontents  of  their  Memo* 
riaL  I  doabi  not  if  personal  ramtment  hath  mingled  itself  in  the 
proeeedings  of  yoor  State,  it  hath  taken  Place  more  m  the  ezaootion 
than  in  the  Object  of  the  Laws,  moiein  the  personal  reaentment  and 
party  Spirit  of  thoss  to  whom  this  Daty  b  committed,  than  in  a  de- 
aign  of  the  Legislatore  ot  SxeentiTS  to  do  them  Injary.  At  the 
aama  time,  therefore,  dmt  I  desire  the  &wr  of  year  Basoellency  to 
eommnnaeate  to  me  what  haA  been  done  on  this  Sabjeot,  I  doabt 
■oAbnt  yoo  will  take  svoh  Meaaaree,  either  with  the  Legislature  if 
the  Evil  originates  there,  or  the  Officers  of  Gevemment  in  that 
quarter,  if  they  have  transcended  their  .Daty,  aa  will  remove  the 
Cause  cnf  Comirisint  wh^eh  aggvievea  these  people* 

The  difficulties  under  which  these  States  have  for  soma  Timestnee 
grmtly  labored,  are  nearly  at  a^  £«mL  Those  int^rnpl  arrangements 
which  more  immediately  demand  the  attention  of  each  respective 
State  upon  the  close  of  the  War,  will  soon  be  accomplished,  and  we 
shall,  I  doubt  not,  find  it  equally  convenient  to  either  State  to  run 
and  establish  a  regular  &  final  Boundary  between  them,  an  Event 
not  among  the  most  inconsiderable  of  the  Blessings  of  Peace. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Sentiments  of  perfect  Esteem  and 
respect, 

your  Exeellencv's  most  obedient 

'  and  most  Hum.  Servant, 

BENJ.  HARBISON. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson. 


Paw.  Diokotboh  to  Thomas  Smith,  1783. 

June  14, 1783, 
Sir,  . 

In  Compliance  with  your  Request  by  Letter  on  the  24'^  of  laat 
Month,  Coundl  will^now  give  their  Opinion  on  the  Questions 
proposed. 

As  to  the  first,  the  Geaaal  Assembly  having,  by  an  Act  for  the 
Setflement  of  public  Aooounts,  passed  the  JDay  before  the  Law 
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mentioned  by  yon,  YOBted  ^^  tvil   Poirera  in  «  GommiiiiQDQr;  for 
liquidating  &  selling  in  specie  Yalne,  all  OortificateB  given  for  snp« 

eies  by  poblio  Offimn  to  Individuals,  and  otber  Claims  against  the 
nited  :8tates  of  America  by  Individttals  for  snpnliea  famished  to 
the  army,  the  Transportation  thereof  &  contingent  f^zpenoea  \hereoa 
within  this  Slate."  We  apprehend  that  the  Curtifieates  alluded  to, 
would  be  thus  liquidiited  &  settled  by  the  said  Gommiasioner  before 
they  are  presented  to  you  for  payment  of  a  year's  Interest. 

As  to  the  seeond — ^We  Uiinl  that  the  persons  claiming  payment 
of  Interest  under  Uie  Act,  should  give  the  necessary  proof  of  ^ifaese 
Facts — ^for  it's  that  the  Certificates  were  origbally  issued  from  the 
Loan  Office  of  this  State  to  persons  who  then  were  or  since  become 
Citizens  of  this  State,  or  were  given  or  granted  for  Aiticlce 
furnished,  of  service  done  and  performed  by  persons  who  then  were 
Citiaens  of  this  State-HKCondly,  that  the  persons  claiming  are  now 
^  actually  resident  within  the  same." 

By  ^^  reasonable  proof,''  may  reasonably  be  understood  such  proof 
as  in  your  Judgement  is  satisfoctory  Evidence  of  Truth.  You  will 
call  for  every  Voucher -&  Document  that  can  assist  you  to  make  a 
Determination,  &  which  can  be  obtained.  K  Doubts  remain,  the 
Claimant  must  produce,  if  he  can,  sufficient  Testimony  to  remove 
them,  or  fail  in  his  Demand. 

As  to  the  tkirdr^Jt  seenui  to  us  that  the  Interest  on  tho  Certifi- 
cates therein  referred  to,  should  be  competed  according  to  the 
DepredatioBii^ 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKENSON. 
Indonedf 

Ui^  June,  1783, 


Fra*s  Hopkinson  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783, 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Honourable  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Oounoil. 

Qentlemen : 
Agreeable  to  Law  &  Usage,  I  enclose  my  Account  of  Fees  received 

as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Quarter  ending  the  18^ 

Inst.,  &  amounting  to  £73  4,  duly  certified  by  the  Register. 

Praying  your  Honours  to  grant  me  a  Warrant  on  the  Treasury 

for  £50  on  account  of  Salary,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all 

Kespt'Ct, 

Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 


PENNSTLVAIOA  ABCHIYES  1788.  69 

SaMUBL  HoDQDOlSr  TO  OOUHCIL,  1783. 

Philadelph^  18ih  Jan«,  1788. 
OendemeD, 

SooD  Afier  the  redofition  of  7ork|  Congress  'Besolyed — that  two 
Pieces  of  OrdDanoe,  «z  Poanders  properly  iosoribed^  should  be 
presented  to  Count  de  Orass ;  two  pieces  were  accordingly  left  here 
for  that  purposOi  but  through  mistake  in  March  last  they  were 
delirered  the  State  of  Penna.  in  lien  of  two  received  from  them  at 
the  oommencement  of  the  War.  A  favourable  opportunity  now 
presents  for  sending  them  to  France,  and  as  others  cannot  be  had 
timelyy  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  request  your 
honorable  board  would  give  an  Order  for  the  return  of  those  men- 
tioned upon  an  assurance  of  their  being  replaced  u  soon  as  two 
others  can  be  brought  on  from  the  Army  ;  the  Garria|res  belonging 
to  tho  pieces  are  not  wanted,  as  we  have  those  on  board  tbat  prt 
more  suitable.  Should  be  much  oUiged  by  an  early  answer. 
With  profound  respect, 
I  amj  Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  Obedient  Servant^ 
SAM.  HODODON, 

Gom'y.  Mil.  Stores. 
Directed, 

Hon'ble  The  Supreme  Executive  CounoiL 
Indorsed, 

18th  June,  1788.  From  Sam.  Hogdon,  Esq.,  Com'^  M.  Stores. 
28th  June — Ordered  tbat  Mr.  Stiles  he  directed  to  deliver  the  two 
pieces  of  Ordinance,  Six  poundef8«  which  became  tbo  property  of 
this  State  upon  the  reduction  of  Tork  in  Yirga.,  to  Sam.  Hodgdon, 
Esq.,  npon  his  receipt  &  engagement  to  replace  them  as  soon  as 
poesible. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Col.  Httmmon,  1788. 

Copy. 

Sir, 

If  the  SoUieni  from  Lancaster  .do  not  voluntarily  submit  &  put 
themselves  upon  their  march  for  that  plaoe,  I  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  shoold  be  disarmed  ft  sent  under  a  Guard. 

If  you  will  have  occasion  for  the  Assistance  of  the  Militia  yon 
will  pkaaa  to  gl^  the  intelligence. 
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I  am  informed  that  aboat  forty  men  have  joined  the  others  rinee 
Satardaj.  I  desire  that  thesd  Men  may  be  instaatiy  disarmed^  & 
ordered  instantly  to  quit  the  City  &  its  neighboarhood|  &  to  repair 
to  their  iespecti?e  Hooms.    - 

I  am  with  the 

gre&test  Esteem^  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

June  26tb,  1788. 

OolL  Humpton. 
Indoned, 

On  Tuesday^  the  24tb  of  June,  I  reo'd  a  note  from  the  President 
of  Congress  between  3  &  4  o'Clock — |bat  note  adjourned  the  Con- 
gress to.  o^eet  at  Prinoeton  on  the  Thursday  foUowin^g. 

Tnesdav  night  we  kej>l  guard  at  the  Bani;  on  Intelligenoe  reo'd  that 
it  was  to  be  attacked  by  the  soldiers.  QenL  Irvine  £  myself  up  all 
night ;  Genl.  Ewing  indisposed. 

On  Wedn'y  Evening  the  soldiers  paraded  before  my  House — 
were  addressed  in  obeSienoe  to  orders,  put  themselves  under  the 
command  of  their  offioers,  &  retired  peaceably  to  their  Quarters  in 
the  Barracks. 

On  Thursday,  at  12  o'CIock,  the  soldiers  from  Lancaster  submitted 
to  Commandy&  that  Evening  began  their  March  to  Lancast&r  nndet 
their  officers. 

M.  L. 


Pass.  DlCKXllSON    TO  PliBS.  Of    OONQESSS,   1783. 

Sir, 

The  Minister  of  France,  who  has  been  a  witness  of  the  last 
transactions  of  this  Day,  has  obligingly  offered  to  convey  to  Con- 
gress my  account  of  their  happy  conclusion.  He  is  now  waiting  to 
receive  it  in  my  House,  and  that  Circumstance  with  the  great 
Fatigues  I  have  lately  undergone,  having  been  up  all  the  last  night, 
«  will,  I  hope,  apologisBC  to  Congress  for  this  short  &  imperfect 
Dispatch. 

This  Day,  about  twelve  o'Clock,  Council  received  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  officers  appointed  by  the  Soldiers  in  tho  Barracks,  their 
requests,  attended  with  a  Petition  of  pardon  from  Oouneil  lior  their 
misbehaviour. 

As  their  proposals  contained  no  submission  to  Congress,  Oooneil 
«nanimous)y  informed  those  of  the  Committee  who  attended,  .that 
we  should  not  take  their  proposals,  into  consideration^  unless,  ttMf 
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ahould  fint  make  a  foil  and  Baiisfaotory  Babmiadon  to  CongreM,  and 
we  directed  the  attending  members  of  tbeir  Committee  to  eom* 
mnnicate  thia  analterable  Resolution  of  Oonncil  to  them. 

Thia  was  iosmediateljf  dene,  and  at  the  same  moment  Orders 
were  issued  bj  Council  for  a  Guard  of  five  hundred  men  to  be  im- 
mediately assembled,  and  for  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  Neigh* 
boorhood  to  hold  themsel?eB  in  itedineas-for  aetien  on  the  shortest 
notioe,  having  rseeLved  inteUigenoe  thU  aii  atteok  apot  na  was 
intended  this  afternoon. 

The  n^ociation  for  the  desiied  submissioo.  was  oontnmed,  and 
with  the  prudent  and  highly  eoamendaUe  managesMul  of  Colonel 
Humpton  so  well  oendueted  that  six  of  Ihe  leading  Setjeants  among 
the  86ldief8  first  attended  me,  sdMnitted  and  impeached  two  oflieei^ 
a  Mr.  Garberryi  deranged,  and  *  Mn  Snllimi.  Oeloiiel  Humptoa 
and  a  number  of  Citiaens  then  repaired  to  the  Birraoks,  and  this 
afternoon,  just  at  Dark,  all  the  Soldien^  exoept  some  of  tbope  lately 
from  Laneaster,  appea^d  without  their  arms  before  my  House. 

I  then  addrest  them,  reminded  them  of  their  unpr^)edented  and 
henioos  faultih-^pproTed  the  Bvidenoe  given  of  their  dutiful  dispo- 
sition— ^insisted  on  their  instantly  putting  themselves  under  the 
command  of  their  oiBeeiei  and  yielding  to  them  a  proper  obedience 
— that  as  a  stronger  proof  of  the  Disposition  mentiotted,  they  should 
at  the  end  of  twenty-four  Hours  use  their  lurms  to  rednoe  the  Sol* 
diers  who  lately  came  from  Laneaster  to  obedience,  unless  in  that 
time  they  should  of  themselves  return  to  obedience  and  put  them- 
selves on  their  maroh  for  that^iVmn  nnder  the  command  of  such  of 
their  Officers  as  should  bo  in  this  City,  in  which  service  the  Militia 
ahould  oo-operate  with  th^m. 

The  Soldien  being  distnissed  were  ordered  to  redte  to  their  quar- 
ters in  the  Barracks  under  the  Command  of  their  Officers,  &  they 
instantly  obeyed.    I  am  informed  by  Officers  in  whom  I  am  per- , 
suaded  t  may  confide,  that  the  Mutiny  is  suppress  exoept  among 
some  of  the  Lmcaster  Soldiers, 

I  told  the  others,  that  in  Consequence  of  their  good  Behaviour  I 
should  recommend  them  to  Congress  for  pardon — and  I  hope  that 
they  will  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  a  Restoration  to  the 
fivor  of  Congress. — ^I  shall  give  orden  for  the  apprehending  of  the 
two  Officers. 

I  am  Sir,  &e.,  &e., 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Philada.,  June '25th,  178a: 
Directed, 
Ais  Excellency  The  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Bea,  Vol.  XUL,  p.  6 12. 
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PBflS.  DiCXIKSON  TO  PrB8.  OV  OOKORBfig,  1788 

Sir,  , 

Yesterday  Evening  the  Soldiers  from  Lanosster  began  their  Mareh 
for  that  Plaoe,  nnder  the  Ooannand  of  their  Oilioers.  Those  in  the 
Barracks  behave  rerj  (quietly,  &  are  desirous  of  being  dismist. 

Colonel  Hnmpten.infornis  me  that  Letters  were  sent  by  the  prin- 
cipal authors  of  the  late  Disturbance,  to  excite  General  Armand's 
Legion  and  uolonel  Moylan's  Regiment|to  join  in  the  Mutiny.  The 
present  Disposition  of  those  Troops  I  know  not  ]  But  I  expect  t6 
receive  immediate  advice  of  any  movement  of  Importance  among 
them^  which  I  shall  communicate  to<}ongre8s. 
I  am  Bir^  your  very  h'ble  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 
Philadelphia,  July  27th,  1788. 

Mr.  Thomson,  who  does  the  Honor  of  charging  himself  with  the 
Letter,  will  deliver  to  Congress  a  Copy  of  the  tut  proposals  of  the 
soldiers  to  Council,  k  of  the  Act  of  Cfounoil  thereon. 

His  Excellenoy,  the  President  of  Congress. 


Lieut*  Col.  A.  S«  Dspbtstss  to  Ma/or  DouaLAS,  1788. 

Detroit,  June  29th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Elliot  has  been  brought  in  here  open 
by  an  Indian,  &  delivered  to  me.  I  therefore  dispatch  Mr.  Elliott 
into  the  Indian  country  to  meet  you  &  conduct  you  to  this  plaoe. 
I  desire  therefore  for  your  own  safety  that  you  may  not  enter  into 
any  negotiations  with  the  Indians  till  your  arrival  here,  where  a 
Oen'l  Council  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  several  Nations  is  at  present 
called,  therefore  any  deviation  from  the  measures  already  taken  may 
be  detrimental  to  the  whole. 

I  am^  Sir  yonr  most  obed.  Servt.^ 

A.  S.  DBPEYSTER, 
Lieut.  Col.|  Commanding  Detroit. 
Major  Douglass.  ^ 

(Copy.) 
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Sbc'y  Abmstronq  to  thb  Shbriffs,  1783. 

PhiladelpUa,  July  80th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  direotions  of  CouDoil  to  desm  jou  forthwith  to  take 

effectual  measares  for  apprehendiDg  and  aeoaring  a  certain 

Nagely  late  Serjeant  of  the  third  Pennsjlyania  Begiment,  who,  it  is 
said,  is  gone  from  hence  to  the  County  of  Berks.  He  is  charged 
with  having  excited  the  late  disturbances  among  the  Soldiery  in  this 
City.  Counei^epend  much  on  your  exertions  in  this  Business,  and 
request  you  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible  ;  should 
he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  him,  you  will  immediately  inform 
Council  thereof,  when  they  will  take  further  order  respecting  him. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  &  rery  humble  serrt., 

JOHN  AEM8TBONO,  Jr.^  See'y. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  Ooanty  of  Berks. 

A  similar  Letter  written  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Berks  to 
appiebend  Gaptaiaa  Henry  Oarberry  and  James  SulUfanof  the 
Peana.  line. 


CONFEBENOE  WITH  INDIANS,   1783. 

A  Cotineil  held  with  the  Ohiefe  &  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  ft 
tbeir  Confederates  at  the  Oounoil  Fire  kindled  at  the  Onondago  Set* 
Ueffleot    lonoha,  July  2d,  1783. 

Present, 
laeut.  Coll.  Butler. 
'\  Bowen, 
Lieutenants,    >  Docksteder, 

3  Jacob  Servois. 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  Sec'y. 
Mr.  N.  Stephens,  Interpreter.  ** 
Abeel,  a  Seneca  Chief,  spoke  as  follows: 

Brothers,  Two  of  our  young  men  (Oneidas,^  went  from  their  YiU 
lage  without  the  advice  of  any  of  our  Chiefs,  to  Canawarohare  (a 
Tillage  settled  by  some  Oneidas  who  have  acted  in  favor  of  the 
Americans  during  this  war)  as  a  visit  to  their  relations  &  acquaint* 
aneea.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  40  of  the  Americans  came  to  the 
same  Tillage  &  informed  they  were  on  their  way  to  view  the  6 
Nation  Indian's  Country  &  to  build  a  House  at  Onondago  for  Gen. 
Schuyler.  Next  morning  the  Chiefs  came  and  saluted  the  two  young 
men  in  the  usual  manner,  after  which  they  expressed  their  sorrow 
that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  did  not  attend  a  Council  with 
Gen.  Schuyler  la-st  spring,  agreeable  to  bis  reouest  They  then 
reported  Gen.  Schuyler's  speech  in  Council  as  follows : 
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Brothers, ''  I  am  directed  bj  Congresa  to  call  yea  tegelker  &  in- 
form ^oa  that  Peace  is  at  last  agf eed  pn  between  the  Kings  of  Great 
Britain,  Franoei  Spain  and  the  Americans.  The  great  spirit  above 
has  helped  &  given  ns  sneoess,  &  with  the  asristance  of  France  have 
conqnerod  the  King  of  England.  We  are  now  Masters  of  this 
Island  &  can  dispose  of  the  lands  as  we  think  proper  or  most  con- 
yenient  to  onrselves.  That  the  King  of  Bn^and  can  never  hereafter 
make  the  least  claim  to  any  bart  of  it  At  the  commencement  of 
this  war  many  of  oar  People  left  as,  some  went  to  Niagara  &  others 
to  different  places  where  the  King's  troops  lay ;  thg»e  people  have 
forfeited  every  part  of  their  Ian£  &  property  to  oPfor  so  doing» 
which  mast  he  a  convincing  proof  that  we  are  the  conqaerors.  At 
that  time  I  requested  the  Six  Nations  to  lay  still  &  not  interfere  in 
this  war ;  bat  no  attention  was  paid  to  my  advice,  th^  therefore  are 
now  in  the  sane  sitoation  with  those  people  who  left  as,  their  lands 
forfeited  in  the  same  manner.  As  we  are  the  Conqaerors  we  claim 
the  lands  &  property  of  all  the  white  people  as  weu  as  the  Indians 
who  have  left  &  fovght  against  as.  We  enqnired  of  the  King 
what  he  intended  to  do  for  the  Indians,  «s  we  expected  that  he 
wonld  have  been  very  particular  about  them.  He  being  the  person 
who  should  have  considered  their  situation;  but  the  King  answered, 
What  can  IdoT  Nothing  I  You  have  conquered  me  therefore  do 
with  them  what  you  pleam.'^  ^ 

**  However,  it  is  not  yet  so  bad  with  the  Indians,  as  they  can 
move  across  the  Lakes,  those  parts  still  belong  to  the  King/  I 
dettre  you  (the  Oneidas)  to  acquaint  the  Chiefs,  ftca.,  of  the  siid 
Nations  with  what  I  have  now  said,  and  that  they  have  no  assist* 
ance  to  expect  from  either  the  King  or  Congress  in  future.  All 
the  upper  Posts  are  now  our  property,  and  I  expect  to  go  in  a  short 
time  to  speak  to  the  six  Nation  Indians,  &  should  they  not  meet  & 
give  me  full  satisfaction  between  this  place  &  Fort  Stanwix  on  my 
way  up  I  shall  then  prepare  myself  as  a  Warrior,  proceed  thro' 
their  Country  to  humble  their  pride,  &  make  them  my  prisoners,  &ca. 
I  shall  look  upon  the  Oneidas  &  Cayagas  in  a  more  &vorable  light 
than  the  other  Nations,  as  two  of  the  Cayacas  have  been  with  me 
daring  the  war.  The  Six  Nations  must  not  by  any  means  whatever; 
be  stopt  by  Cop  Butler,  &  should  he  at  any  time  &U  into  our  hands, 
he  undoubtedly  will  be  hanged.'' 

When  this  speech  was.  delivered  to  Bri^  Gen^  M^'Lean,  he  con- 
tradicted it  flatly  ft  declared  to  the  Six  Nations,  that  it  was  false  ft 
fabricated  by  some  designing  bad  people — ^Tbat  he  could  assure 
them,  such  a  speech  never  hiM  been  made  by  Gen^  Schuyler,  ft  that 
he  never  authorised  any  other  person  to  make  it  for  him ;  and  he 
(Brigadier  Gen'  M'Lean)  could  assure  the  Six  Nations,  the  he  did 
not  believe  the  United  States  had  any  intention  of  driving  the  In- 
dians out  of  their  Country,  that  beiug  a  measure  contrary  to  their  own 
interest;  ft  that  they  were  not  to  believe  such  idle  storieS|  but  shui 
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Ibeir  ejM  miiist  Bvch  dengDiog  bad  peqfde ;  To  listen  only  to 
what  ]ie  would  tell  them,  &  he  shoiild  always  tell  tb^m  the  truth. 

TraiiBmitted  OeD^  Sohoylerj  a  copy  of  thia  firoqi  Albany  of  the  2* 
of  AugQsty  1783. 

B.  DOUGLASS. 
(Copy.) 


Sbc&'x  A&MfltTRONa  79  Thomas  SoovTy  1788. 

Se(f^  Office,  Pa. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  Council,  I  enclose  a  Cony  of  a  letter  lately  receired 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia;  as  toe  trustees  of  the  peace  of 
Pennsylvania,  &  the  rights  of  its  Citiiens,  Council  feel  themselves 
obliged  to  attend  to  every  oomplaint  whioh  maybe  offered  against 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  Her  laws,  however 
improper  the  character  of  complaint  may  be.  It  is  the  object 
therefore  of  this  letter  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  charges 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Harrisson,  &  to  request  your  report  upon  the  Sub- 
ject as  soon  ss  possible. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  Bespect,  Yours,  &0. 

J.  A., 
j'SeC'- 
Indaned, 
1783,  July  2nd. 


SbCR'Y.  ArH6T^N€I  to  JoJIN  L17KBH6,,  S.  G.,  1788. 

In  Council,  July  2',  1788. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  some  late  information  that  combinations  have 
been  formnd  in  this  City,  &  elsewhere  to  engross  large  tracts  of  the 
best  pari  of  that  land  which  has  been  assigned  by  law  for  the  re*> 
demption  of  the  depreciation  certificates  ^nd  plans  have  been  laid  to 
eoneeal  the  relative  value  of  the  lots.  &o.  to  be  laid  out  by  ^ou,  &o^ 
fte.  I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  express  at  once  their  orders 
ft  desire  that  in  the  execution  of  your  business  all  abuse  of  trust 
may  be  ^uiurded  against  with  the  utmost  care  &  assiduity,  &  that 
the  late  instructions  of  Council  upon  this  subject  be  strictly  adher'd 
to.  I  need  not  suggest  how  mucb  the  hopes,  wishes  &  intentions  of 
government  would  be  defeated  by  a  successful  combination  of  this 
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There  is  a  seooDd  point  upon  wblcli  Coancfl  have  their  apprehen- 
riona.  Their  informaUon  on  thia  head  is  derived  Arom  the  same 
Bonroe.  It  ia  thia,  that  some  arta  will  certainly  be  tried  to  lead  the 
people  whom  jou  may  employ  in  laying  out  thia  Country — to  break 
in.  upon  that  tract,  which  has  been  aet  apart  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Troops.  Should  thia  be  done,  much  uneasiness  to  the  State 
&  great  injury  to  the  Soldiery  will  follow — to  prevent  both  it  be* 
oomea  an  object  of  much  concern  to  Council,  k  a  very  important 
part  of  your  buainess  that  the  boundary  as  pointed  out  by  law — 
should  be  defined  with  the  utmost  Care  &  predaibn.  - 
With  much  reapect^  Your 
.    .  Most  Obd«  Hum.  Servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Jr., 

Secretary. 


Pees,  Dickinson  to  Qen.  Howe,  1788. 

In  Council,  July  8',  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  politeness  with  which  you  have  oom- 
municated  the  order  you  have  ^received,  by  jour  letter  of  yesterday, 
Your  Character  induces  Council  to  rely  upon  the  assurance  given  aa 
to  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct  &  of  those  under  your  Command. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  & 
sincerest  Esteem  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  &  most 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Indanei^ — To  Major  Gen.  Howe  in  Fhilada. 


Pees.  Dickinson  to  Brig.  Gen.  Irvine,  1783 

In  Council,  July  S*,  1783. 
Sir, 

We  are  obliged  to  you  for  the  communication  in  your  Letter  of 
the  3'  last;  and  have  ffiven  such  Instructions  to  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral, as  we  hope,  will  be  of  use,  in  preventing  the  Mischief  appre^ 
bended, 

We  wish  to  do  every  thing  we  can  for  the  Benefit  of  the  State,  & 
for  rendering  Justice  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers;  and,  therefore 
should  certainly  appoint  some  Military  gentlemen^  to  act  in  Con- 
junction with  the  surveyor,  if  we  had  the  power. 
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Thr  Measnre  would  in  all  probability  be  advantageoiu ;  and  we 
thoald  be  pleased  if  jonr  pradenoe  would  arail  iUelf  of  your  situa- 
aioDy  to  secure  the  Penosjlvania  Line  against  the  Schemes  of  those 
projecton^  who  prefer  their  own  gain  to  more  generous  Considera- 
tion. 

We  should  also  be  glad  if  yon  would  procure  due  Care  to  be 
taken  of  the  two  Tracts  appropriated  to  the  State,  and  prcTent  the 
Tiaber  from  being  destroyed. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest 

&  Sincerest  Esteem,  your 
most  obd^  hble.  Serv^, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

IW,  July  3rd.    To  Bng.  Gen.  Irrine,  Com.  at  Fort  Pitt. 
Cren^rvine. 


Shbuff  oi  Bucks  Ca  tq  Secr't.  AsjfsiBOKa,  1788L 

Beading  July  8, 1788. 
Sir, 

Sheriff  Kreamer  being  absent  at  a  Considerable  distance  from 
Town  when  the  Dispatches  from  you  arrived ;  I  judged  it  necessary 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  to  open  them,  and  on  his  behalf  acquaint  you 
that  Sergeant  Nagle  having  been  committed  to  the  Qaol  of  this 
County,  «ome  days  ago,  by  Justice  Levan  for  boasting  of  bis  mutin- 
ous and  Seditious,  behaviout  towards  his  Excellency  the  President 
and  the  honorable  Congress,  was  this  day  delivered  to  Sergeant 
Beetle,  who  was  sent  for  him  by  Col.  Butler,  who  has  taken  him 
strongly  hand-cuffed  and  under  a  Guard  to  Lancaster. 
I  am^  with  great  respect, 
Tour  obedient  hum.  Serv%  . 

PEIEB  FILBERT. 

Directed^ — (On  public  service.) 

John  Armstrong,  Jun',  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Supr*-*  Executive 
Council,  Philad*. 
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David  Speoat  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Km  York;  July  6tb,  1788. 

Sir, 

Sinee  my  appointment  to  be  Comnrissary  of  Priaonen  your 
Ezoalkney  may  eaaily  be  inibraiedi  that  I  have  at  all  times  eootri- 
bated  as  much  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  relieve  tbetr  distress 
and  make  eonfinenent  as  eonforUtble  to  them  as  possible. 

No  fund  being  appropriated  to  famish  them  with  dothing,  beding, 
&Csy  which  the  J  stood  very  much  in  need  of;  every  Fdl  of  the 
year,  after  making  a  requisition  to  the  American  commissary  to 
supply  them,  I  set  a  Subscription  on  foot  to  raise  money  for  that 
purpose  and  never  failed  in  procuring  the  sum  wanted,  untail  last 
year  Circumstances  joined  to  prevent  it  As  no  public  ebaup  was 
ever  intended  to  be  made,  no  particular  account  was  ever  kep^f  the 
individuak  to  whom  the  different  articles  were  issued,  some  of  the 
prisoners  got  more  and  others'less  according  as  their  wants  required, 
without  regard  to  the  Country  o^  State  they  came  from. 

In  tbe  Month  of  January  last,  after  the  prisoners  had  been  chiefly 
supplied  with  their  winter  Clothing  &  boding,  a  Shallop  arrived  here 
from  Fliiladelpbia  with  about  180  Bis.  of  Flour  and  some  potatoes, 
addressed  to  a  M'  Robins  of  this  place,  with  instructions  to  him  to 
apply  the  proceeds  in  purohasiog  necessaries  for  the  prisoiiers 
belonging,  as  be  said  to  that  Siate  only.  I  expected  that  he  wou'd 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  me  in  tl^e  business,  however  be  hap 
never  paid  me  any  part  of  that  money  which  amounted  to  at  least 
£800  the  profits  on  which  was  sufficient  to  snpplv  the  whole  of  th^ 
Pennsylvania  prisoners  nere  at  that  time,  but  he  objected  to  the 

ratest  part  of  them,  in  particular  to  the  whole  of  those  taken  in  the 
Carolina  who  must  have  peri9he4  had  1  nqt  supplied  them,  and 
ibev  were  chiefly  belonging  to  your  State,  a  oireumstance  which 
perhaps  M'  Kobins'  constituents  did  not  know  when  they  gave  him 
those  orders. 

Inclosed  I  send  a  Copy  of  the  accouni  by  M'  Francis  Oumey  wbo 
hks  seen  tike  vonohers  and  will  explain  the  matter  more  fully  to  your 
Excellency  who's  known  Character  leaves  no  doubt  with  me,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  steps  for  my  reimbursement,  of  the 
part  you  think  equitable  to  pay,  fo^  the  honor  of  the  State  over 
which  you  preside.  With  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  most 
perfect  r^;ard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

DAVID  SPROAT. 
Directed; 
His  Exeellency  Gov'  Dickinson. 
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DsLMAns  IN  OoNQRESB  TO  Pbes.  Digeiksov,  1788. 

Princeton^  July  7, 1783. 
We  hftve  the  honor  to  Acknowledge  the  reoeit  of  jonr  Ezoel- 
lenc/a  letter  of  the  5*^^  tnd  to  Cfansmitt  herewith^  the  ptpere  joa 
leanire. 

The  psngrepli  jon  are  plowed  to  partieulArise  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appears  to  want  precitfion,  '&  to  be  Capable,  of  a 
conatmctioDy  which  we  really  believe  was  not  Intended.  We  will 
mcrre  such  an  amendment  as  will  better  Express  the  fact,  ft  what 
we  eoneeiTe  to  be  f^e  Intention  of  the  Committee ;  &  we  ha^e  not 
the  Snaalleet  doabt  bat  Congress  will  agree  it.  If  there  are  any 
other  iMperSy  that  Council  may  think  neoessary,  they  wHl  please  to ' 
Signify  their  pleasure  to  us^ft  we  shall  think  it  onr  dvty  ia.  proanre 
them,  ft  to  Communicate  every  material  transaction  that  Occurs 
dnriu  onr  attendance  here. 

We  are  with  Great  Respect, 
y  Exoell»»  m~*  hble.  Serv««, 

.    THOaFITZSIMONSl 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 


Col.  Rich.  BuziiSit  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1788. 

il  'Lancaster,  July  9%  1783. 

Sir, 

Hiavereo'a  letter  of  the  S^Jpst,,  from  Major  General  JSowe. 
djieetiDg  returns  of  the  troops  here,  those  furlough'  provisions  ft. 
since  the  mutiny  with  orders  tp  re-call  those  who  were  concerned  in . 
the  troubles  ft  to  take  back  their  fiulougbs;  This  I  apprehend  wiU, 
he  difficult,  they  being  Scatterf  into .  so  many  different  parts  oj  the. 
country  bat  as  it  is  an  ordec  from  a  Superior,  howler  impolitiok  it 
may  be,  T  shall  endeavour  to  execute  it. 

I  have  had  Sergeant  Nagle  bro't  from  Sefiding  by  three  of  the. 


Active  mutineers,  who  I  sent  for  Lim,iwo  others  pf  the  princDlesft, 
one  Abettor,  are  in:  this  town  £ao|  in  Irons,  another  papital  fellow. 
ope  Smith,  who  assumes  the  title  of  a  Serjeant,  a  british  deserter,  is. 


still  about  the  eity.  X  think  him  a  iprj  proper  object  for  punish* 
ment  and  refer  to  your  Ezcellenoys  opinion  the  propriety  of  ad- 
▼ertistng  him,  indo^  is  his  description  ft  the  deposition  against  Seij^ 
Nasle.    I  have  wrote  Oen^S*  Clair  reacting  a  tryal. 

I  have  felt  a  little  imeasf  tat  the  Oongresaaonal  reflections  on  the 
State,  hope  when  they  qool  they  will  think  better  of  the  State  of 
Peons*. 

I  hfcre  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with' 
the  greatest  respect  ft  Friendship, 
your  Excellencys  most  Obd<  Hub.  St., 
R.  BUTLER,  Cols  8«, 

P.  B.  Comdg. 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President. 
Vol.  X.— 4 
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Bua.  6sN.  McLean  to  M.  Douglass,  1788. 

(Copy.) 

Brigadier  Oen*  MoCean  preseDts  his  comp1iroeiit8  to  Mr.  Doiig- 
IWi  Mid  Cap  'MeobIIj,  &  leooMtt  the  favw  of  their  oomuij  to 
dioaer  to-morrow  at  three  0  dock.  A  Yerbal  nesaage  hj  the 
Servant  will  be  auffioieat. 

Xhe  Brigadier  will  be  mvoh  obUged  to  Mr.  Dongkaa,  if  he  will 
be  80  good  ae  to  eend  him  to-morrow  a  oopy  of  hia  inetniotioiui^  & 
of  the  xeaolve  of  Gongreee  to  be  tranemitted  to  the  Gommaiider  ia 
Chief  io  Caoieda  to  faoilitate  boaiiieaa. 

Saodey  Ereiuig^  W^Jnlj,  8  O'Gioek. 


BraitAiM  BoVQLAt^  TO  OsN.  McLxAK,  1788. 

(Oopy.) 

Niagara,  1*^  July,  1783. 
Sir,  • 

Afiar  hayiDff  already  so  folly  oommaoicated  to  you  my  iosiruo- 
thns  from  the  Sec^  at  War.  The  resolve  of  Gon^rees  whereon  they 
are  fbtmded-— my  wishes  in  obedience  to  these  instmotions  &  my 
earnest  desire  of  Jiaving  an  opportunity  of  communieating  them  to 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nations,  a  repetition  of  any  part  thereof 
would  now  be  as  useless  as  improper ;  but  that  my  ehameter  may 
be  defended  froin  the  imputation  of  irresolution,  negligenoe  or 
want  of  alaority  in  the  ezeoation  of  m;^  duty,  I  take  the  liberty' 
to  request  that  ton  wotdd  fsTor  me  in  writing  with  your  reasons  fbic 
declining  to  suffer  ine  to  assemble  the  Chiefs,  and  to  make  known 
to  them  the  message  I  am  charged  with  by  the  United  States:  And 
flrom  the  personal  civilities  I  have  lilready  receti;ed,  as  well  as  from  my 
opinion  of  your  character;  I  flattor  myself  you  will'  readUy  grant 
me  tpi  request. 

I  am,  with  all  possible  respect 
8ii>  Yoor  most  Obed,  Servant, 

EPHKAIM  DOtGlASS. 
Hon'ble  Brig'  QenMML'ijean;  Commaod*  at  Nipigara. 


vBotsn^TJUBiUL  ASBoarvm  au.^         n: 

Qm.  McLbak  to  Majob  Douglass,  1788. 

Niagara,  16th  Jalj  1783. 
Sir, 

1  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  in  answer  to  whivh, 
I  an  to  isftflm '  jou  that  it  is  olj  wish,  k  ooriit  to  be  that  of  every 
honest  man  to  promote  firiendship,  oofdialitj  and  reoonciHatioo 
between  the  sabjeots  of  great  Britain  and  the  eitisena  of  the  United 
States  mad  that  I  shall  for  my  part  always  follow  that  mle^Yoa  Sir, 
have  heen  so  obliging  aa  to  deliver  Ate  a  oopy  of  yoor  Instmetiona  • 
together  with  the  remte  of  Oonmssy  apoa  whieh  ^ey  are  fomded  • 
h  I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  comply 
with  yonr  wishes  bat  oiroamstanoed  aa  I  am  in  a  subaltern  station 
it  wns  oot  of  my  power^  nntil  I  had  reeeived  the  orders  of  the 
Commander  in  chief.  My  sentiments  on  that  head,  I  had  tho* 
honoar  to  communicate  to  General  Lincoln  Sooretsry  at  War  to  the 
United  States,  by  a  letter  dated  16th  of  May.  last.  An  additional 
reason  that  weighed  greatly  with  me,  and  rendered  it  impoesible  for 
me  to  admit  the  pomication  of  ybtcr  instrootions,  was,  that  part  of 
thesa  were  conceived  in  teitais  that  I  judged  to  be  unnecessary,  if  not 
improper,  and  must  have  been  a  reflection  on  any  British  CHBoer 
that  wonld  give  his  consent  to  their  being  pnUiehed^  I  apprehend 
Congress  to  be  unacquainted  with,  the  situation  in  which  I  stand 
with  respect  to  Indians,  there  are  8,000  of  them  victualled  here 
daily ;  these,  in  fact,  are  a  part  of  this  Qarrison,  as  to  provision  k 
doathing — and  the  impression  that  the  communicating  your  instruc- 
tions to  them  i  would  (in  my  opinion)  bring  on  disputes  that  might 
be  disagreeable  to  the  service  &  the  troops  under  my  command,  ft 
for  which  I  shoAl  be  justly  blamed,  till  I  had  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  pacific  disposition  of  the  tTnited 
States  to  the  Indian  Nations,  I  communicated  to  them,  when  I' 
received  Qen'l  Lincohi's  letter,  &  I  shall  repeat  it  by  the  Super-' 
intendant  immediately — yon  ut6  now  acquainted  with  the  pacifl) 
dispoeition  of  the  Indians  ft  I  can  assure  yon,  there  is  nothing  they^ 
wish  for  with  greater  anxiety,  than  peace  and  ft-iendship  with  the^ 
Uaited  States.  They  have  fore  some  time  past  been  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  several  severe  messages  said  to  be  sent  them  from  Albany,* 
hut  I  have  endeavored  to  qoiet  their  apprehensions  on  that  score..' 
I  cannot  conclude  without  declaring,  that  in  my  humble  opinion  Con-* 
gross  could  not  have  employed  any  Man  better  qualified  than,  your- 
self for  carrying  on  a  nejeotiation  with  the  Indian  Nations  ft  f  greatly' 
lament  for  the  reasons  f  have  mentioned;  that  it  is  out  df  my  power 
td  aet  otherwise  thai^  I  have  done,  until  t  have  the'  smthority 
of  my  sMeriorS)  which  I  i^all  transmit  bv  a  fli^;  of  'Truce  to  the 
State  of  New  Torlk,  the  moment  I  receive  them, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  ft*. 

ALLAN  MACLKAN. 
Directed f— To  Ephraim  Douglass,  Bsqr. 

(Copy.) 
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Delegates  in  Cokgress  to  P&es.  Diceinson,  1783. 

Princeton,  Julj  16,  1783. 
Sir,  ■'''        ■ 

The  Letters  with  which  the  Delegates  were  honored  tespeoting  4he 
futher  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Mntineen  were  dolj  reeeiTed  & 
the  Enclosnreft  eommnnicated  •  to  Congress.  To«r  EzeeUenoj's 
Kxplanation  of  jour  Gondnot  in  opporition  to  the  MisrepreseBiatioiis 
ooBtaiBed  in  Serjeant  Nagle's  Deposition  has  also  been  laid  before 
Qongress.  The  Papers  joar  Ezeellency  wishes  to  have  fnmisbed 
cannot  be  found  at  present  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  A  further 
Search  will  be  made  &  if  more  JBuecessful  the  F^fen  shall  be  sent. 
It  is  presumed  Counoil.  have  the  origisalaof  wfaiehit  is  cooeeived 
only  copies  were  transmitted. 

'    I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteem 

your  .very  obd.  Servant, 

BICHA&D  PETESS. 
Directed, 
I  To  Uia  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


...    Extracts  fbom  a  Letteb,  1783. 

Pittsburgh,  July  l8th,  1783, 

Sir,  • 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informipg  yqn^  &  Council  of 
some  designing  People  in  this  Quarter,  in  raising  disturbaneepi, 
amongst  the  Ignorant  People,  via.  *  *  *  "  *  *  '•^. 
I  am .  informed  that  tbey  have  Reported,  tl^at  there  is  a  Remon-. 
stranoe  laid  before  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  to  have  an  appeal  to 
Congress  in  regard  to  the  boundary  lately  agreed  on  Between  this 
State  and  that  of  Vii^inia,  &  to  have  commissioners  reappointed  to. 
Run  a  Line  agreeable  to.  the  Meanders  of  the  Delaware,  that  the 
Line  is  not  finally  settled  &  that  by  taking  the  Line  in  the  manner 
mentioned  it  would  be  much  in  favour  of  the  State  of  Virginia  &  the 
People  who  would  wish  to  live  out  of  the  State,  by  spreading  these 
Reports  it  creates  an  uneasiness  amongst  those  People  who  would 
hf  fond  lo  take  hdd  of  any  thing,  that  would  offer  to  Screen  them- 
selves, from  the  Xisw  of  thas  State,  Council  well  knows  tha^  these 
People  have  always  been  dissaffeoted  to  this  Government,  some, 
effectual  ateps  oughi  to  be  taken  to  is  the  bbundai^  finally,  othee- 
wise,  we  shall  always  be  troubled  with  these  kind  of  People,  if  you. 
should  think  that  thie  hint  I  have  given  will  be  off  service,  you'll 
ezcoae.  me  for  troublingyou  with  this  Letter,  &  I  shall  be  happy  io 
having  it  in  my  power  to  serve  the  State.        *        *     :  *    ^    ' 


puniBSXYJunA  axibbivkb  vm.         m 

T 

Georqb  Bryan  to  Pbks.  Dickinson,  1788. 

22d  July,  1788.  • 
Sit, 

I  atiendecl  carefullj  to  the  cnqoiry  wliich  yonr  ezceneocy  was 
pleased  to  reccommend  to  me  yesterday.  Upon  going  to  tlie  Cor- 
Toner's  honse,  which  is  nigh  to  mine,  I  learned  fron%  Mrs.  Rush,  that 
he  had  held  an  inquisition  on  the  hody  of  Molineauz,  ktety  killed 
in  a  Tiolent  manner. 

ThiB  morning  Hr.  Bush  himself  was  with  me.  He  represents  the 
affair  as  follows;  that  about  ten  fn  the  Bvening,  two  persons  were 
passing  thro  Cedar  Street  near  the  wharf,  when  one  of  them  heard  a 
cry,  near  by  '^  I  am  stabbed;''  that  he  immagined  Uiat  k  was  (he 
Yoioe  of  his  companion,  k  interfering,  layed  hold  of  a  man,  two 
others  running  off  at  same  time  clad  in  short  oloathes  like  seamen ; 
that  his  Companion  asked  him  ^*  what  are  you  about  V*  To  which 
the  other  said,  <<  I  thought  you  were  stabbed''  <<  No,  was  the  reply, 
I  am  safe,"  Upon  which  the  prisoner  was  let  go.  The  saylors  as 
they  aeemed  to  be,  went  down  street  towards  the  wharf.  Holineauz 
never  spoke  afterwards,  but  died  in  5  or  6  minutes. 

The  Coroner  further  tells  me,  that  he  introduced  the  Evidence  to 
'  <ihe  Chief  Justice,  lest  he  might  be  blamed  for  the  darkness  of  thjs 
homicide,  which  perhaps  will  never  be  explained. 

Shan  I  presume  to  hint  to  your  Excellency,  that  in  such  cas^s 
rewards  have  sometimes  brought  forth  witnesses.  In  this  case,  it 
might  shew  a  laudable  exertion  in  the  Executive  power  to  protect 
foreigners  of  whatever  nation )  for  X  presume  the  deceased  was  a 
British  Subject,  besides  the  deed  is  m  its  nature  highly  mena- 
cing. But  this  idea,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency's  better  judgment^ 
hoping  you  will  excuse  my  mentioning  it. 
I  am  . 

may  it  please  your  Ezoelkycgr 

your  fijMiBileMiea,  ^ 

most  obed't  hum  Servt, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

P.  S.    I  should  have  done  myseff  the  honour  of  waiting  on  yon 
in  person  this  i^orningi  had  I  not  taken  medicina  for  my  cold. 
Direded         .       .         t    . 

To  Bis  Excellency  John  DickiuMiuy  Ebq.  PrM.  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylrania. 

*  See  Proclamation  in  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  62^- 


,.  .••! 
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BiJAS  BouBDroT  TO  Pris.  D1CKIH8OH,  178S. 

PrinoetoDi  26  Jolj,  178S. 
Dew  Sir, 

I  have  tbe  boDor  of  indomg  jonr  BxoeUeiiey  the  eopj  of  a  pri- 
vate letter  I  latelT  reoetfed  from  a  Member  of  Coomm^  wbOe  ia 
▼oar  City.  I  indoae  it  for  your  infomiationy  as  I  think  *  *  * 
being  the  eoofidential  friend  of  Carbenj  k  Sollivan,  may  be  likdj 
to  know  more  of  their  Scbemee  than  any  other  peraoiL 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be, 

with  great  r^ped^ 

yonr  EzeeUeney'a 
Owd*  ft  very  bnmb.  Serv^ 

ELIAS  BQUDINOT. 
DirtcteJty — ^Hia  Exeelleney  John  Dickinaon,  Eftq.,  Preald.  kc,  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Eliaa  Botidinot 


PhHadelphia,  17  July,  178$. 
eir, 

1  -dined  yesterday  at  Bristol  in  eompany  with  a  Hr.  *  *  *  pt 
'^Chester;  who  informed  me  that  it  was  to  his  honse  Carherr^  and 
Sullipan  eame  when  they  fled  from  the  City,  Garbeny  bejng  tn  old 
aeqnaintanoe  of  bis.  That  they  made  him  acquainted  with  their 
situation,  and  told  him  they  put  their  lives  in  his  bands,  and  that 
be  mast  shelter  them  till  th^  eoutd  make  their  escape.  That  he 
informed  them  of  a  British  ohipi  outward  bound  then  lying  in  tbe 
Biver,  and,  at  their  desire,  went  on  board  and  applied  for  a  pas- 
sage fbr  Ihem.  That  the  Cif  tain  informed  him  that  the  Births  were 
taken  up,  and  he  eonld  not  receive  them  unless  the  passengers  eon- 
sented.  That  no  objeedons  being  mada^  the  two  m^  left  his  house 
ft  went  on  board  about  12  ei^doek  in  tbe  nigfit  of  tbe  same  day  they 
came  down.  He  informed  mm  tbey  eaoM  on  Horse  back,  and 
brought  a  black  boy  with  them  to  take  tbe  horses  back. 

*  *  *  givM  Carberry  a  very  good  name,  but  says  Sullivan  talked 
in  a  strange  way— that  he  took  him  to  be  in  liquor — that  he  had  a 
pair  of  loaded  pistols  with  him  and  swore  be  never  would  be  taken 
alive — ^that  if  it  wns  attempted  he  would  shoot  somebody  with  otte 
of  the  pistols  and  with  the  other  blow  bis  own  brains  oak 
.  Tbift  is  the  best  a#oguo|  I  have  bep^d.  ofihe  aseape  of  these  men, 
and  I  communicate  it' to  your  Exeelleney,  rather  with  a  desirs  of 
satisfying  you,  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  than  from  an  expectation  that 
snob  information  will  be  of  use  to  tlie  Public.  *  *  *  who  assisted 
them,  does  not  seem  oonsoious  of  having  done  wrong.  How  far  he 
is  culpable  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  I  oannot  underUke  to  say. 

I  am,  fte., 
KM-  ♦  ♦  * 


TKKJtBmXASLL'AMeaiVn   TBS.  r^5 

Sir, 

Hie  Trastees  of  the  Provinee  Island,  oUierwifle  State  Uand,  IiaTa 
appdnted  Niobdlaa  FituimoDS  to  be  keeper  of  the  Hotpital  there. — 
Oolonel  Bayard,  who  is  gone  out  of  Town,  haa  good  reeommenda- 
tioDB  of  him.  It  is  hoped  he  will  execate  die  troat  with  aatigfaetioa 
to  the  honorable  Board. 

We  are  Sir, 

Your  most  obd.  Servants. 
G8a  BRTAir. 
EOKERT  KNOX. 
Philadelphia,  26«*  July,  1783. 
Directed^. 
To  Mr.  Secretary  Armatroi^. 

Com.  Of  Taxh  of  Books.  Oo.  to  Pabs.  Jkoummmf  17fi8. 

Bveks^Oowity,  Jdy  Sl%  17S8. 
Sir, 

Shfe  aekMwMgsa  the  Seceipt  of  a  I^ter  t»m  Mr.  Seeratarjr, 
dated  the  24th  laMm^  together  with  Ihe.  Daplicale  of  anodMr  of 
the  20ch  of  May  bat»  mipceftisg  thfr«reMiges  of  Tum  in  diia 
Oovntj^  |iMtie«brlp  these  of  Am  ^husi  and  eft»tiv«  SappHM.  In 
Mcwer  tbesate  we  would  wish  U  iMtlse  die  H^hmaUo  OoomU,  that 
W6  have  Aot  boBii  tnaAtenltw  to  their  jfotieea  on  fhiaSi^tet; 
kiiMrii«  aleo  the  Ikmands  of  the  liaw  thesdn,  u  WelLaatbo  pnUio 
Keeeasitaw,  we  have  eonatantly  endeavoniBd  to  ftilfil  our  Doi^ ;  And 
tlMMighx>vr  Bsertiona  haire  net  had  the  dsaired  Bffeet  in  its  Mleat 
Bzteni,  veyet  tmai^  &  have  good  Beaeott  to-helierve,  thai,  cetieiwUy 
thnragh  4he  Oonsity  ov  Snooeas  has  been  eqnal  to  the  Ahtlitiea  of 
-the  People.  The  War  left  them  poor  and  aiiMieita  CaDolasio&  they 
have  not  had  Time  nor  whefswith  to  enrich  themselves.  In  thJsBise 
we  bwlnUy  ooneeive  ito  Elfeotsda  arill  operate..  NotwidBtaikding 
these  jConaideiftttona  wieJbave  urged  ihem  faasd;  ihe  OeUeetelv  have 
been  notified  often,  threatened  and  -anmmimed  to  answer  isr  Delin« 
qneney — ^their  Plea  eonstantly  is  ;^n  ahaolnte  aeareity  of  Money ;  in- 
somnoh  that  when  they  diatrain  for  Tax,  they  cannot  sell,  especially 
where  the  Goods  belong  to  the  Persons  who  used  to  pay  freely  when 
they  conid ;  and  in  Case  of  Bale,  that  the  Purchasers  themselves 
are  often  unable  to  make  immediate  Payment,  though  Owners  of 
eonsjdendile  Eelates.  Knowing,  or  at  least  believing  from  our  own 
O^^ervwtione  and  Experience,  that  these  Pleaa  were  just,  we  have 
indeed  thooght  it  hard  and  impolitic  to  execute  the  Rigours  of  the 
Law  npon  the  Collectors;  and  though  some  of  them  may  haVe 
possiMy  abmed  the  Ijcnity  ahOwft  them,  either  by"  Remisness,  o^  an 
appropriation  of  the  public  Monies  to  their  own  r urpoeesy  we  do  not 
know  it)  &  hope  there  are  but  few  such. 


76  VESSSTLWAMOA  'ABOHIV!B  139t. 

HaYing  gireik  j/aaat.  'SttiHenoiytmi  Oflunrii  :I1ub  Causes  wbieh 
retard  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes,  in  this  County,  which  proo^ 
frem  the  ^ciiroity  of  monej;  we-beg  lea va  to  mention  anaiher  very 
disfigreeable  one,  and  that  is  a  Difficulty  of  procuring  CoHectoxa, 
owing  principally  to  the  Insults  and  Abuses  of  a  Band  of  Bobbers, 
who  infest  the  Aliddle  and  upper  Parts  of  the  County,  and  who 
have  robbed  us  of  large  Sums,  which  by  the  Way  makes  oar  arrears 
much  greater  than  other^riae  they,  would  appear.  Men  think  an 
Appointment  of  this  kind  hard  in  Ihose  Parts,  as  it  exposes  their 
Persons  and  Properties  to  certain  Danger,  against  which  they  have 
it  not  In  tl^eir  Power  to  guard.  They  consider  the  Latter,  in  some- 
Sort  as  doubly  at  Stake — liable  to  be  carried  off  or  destroyed  by  the 
Hand  of  Violence  in  Part,  and  to  make  good  out  of  what  shall  re- 
main, the  Loss  of  any  public  Money  of  whjch  at  the  same  Timo 
they  may  be  deprived.  These  with  bther  obvious  Cdnsideratioiia, 
arising  from  the  Poverty  of  the  People,  induce  many  to  choose  a 

.%ne  rathM  thaai  the  Ofioe.  New  Af^ntmeuls  aie  mad^  bit 
Time  lost 

Bit  not  iaitnmU^  your  Bxcellency  and  Gonncil  too  much,  we 
would  just  represent  further,  that  from  the  Information  of  ear 
County  TreiisoMv  be  hat  paid  into  the  State.  Tmsai^,  what  lie 
ifaiakB  eur^ftiil  Quotas  of  thcOiaas  Taxes  aisd  Sappiieaior  the  Tear 

^  17dl,  taking  Into  the  Aooeunt  the  Seqis  IpSi  by  Robbery  as  tM^ 

I-  ftaid,  and  ^ose  paid  by  him  to  P^»bAeia  within  the  Oaonty.  With 
JBto$|)esttothe  Sepplies  fbr  1782)  we  muBtaokvowledge  ibe  Ooiaty 

.  largely  ia  Amar,  having  yet  pdd  on  Aeoonnt  therSvl^  bat  aboafc 
£90^4,  aad  of  Ike  Bapptim  for  178B,  nothing  is  ye4  oaUeetod. 

'  N^TCftluAeas  Justice  to  ootselves  in^noes  us  to  repeat  that  as  Coa- 
missionen,  we  have  act  been  wanting  ia  our  Bzertioas  to  ebtain 
speedy  GoUections^  sibd  Respect  to  the  Supreme  Bz^cad?e  of  the 
State,  superadded  to  eyery  other  just  Coasideration,  diveets  as  lo 

.assuiethe  Honorable  Oouoil  Ihi^  these  Exertions  shall  be  eoa- 


'  Ibr  the  fhrther  lafonaatioa  aad  Order  of  Ooaaeil  thefwa^  thete 
win  be  delitered  herewitfai  the  ezamiaation  of  sundty  Pttsoaa 
respectiag  some  late  Robberies.'  ^'^* 

We  arc  Sir,  with  the  greatest  • 

Respect,  your  Excellency^      , 
and  the  lIouV*  Councils, 
hnmble  Se^vanto, 
SAML.  SMITB, 
;  FRANCIS  MUJtRAT/ 

Pirectedp 

pis  Exoelleacy  John  Dickinson  BsquiiOi  President -of  the  Slate 
of  l^euasylvaaia,  in  Cooficil. 
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Jacob  Smyseb  to  Pbes.  Dickihbon,  1783. 

Yorktown^  August  5tb^  1783. 
Sir, 

A  LeUer  firom  Gooneil  dated  May  the  20^,  very  lately  came  to 
oar  hands,  which  urged  us  to  sue  a  Number  of  Collectors^  but  am 
made  sensible  of  the  Distreses  of  our  Inhabitants. 

Upwards  of  two  hundred  Head  of  Cattle  have  perished  last 
Spring  in  this  County,  the  Crops  failed  and  the  Inhabitants  dis« 
tressed  to  no  little  purpose. 

The  Letter  of  July  the  24th  seems  rery  feeling  and  threatning, 
and  if  closely  pursued  ruinous  to  our  County,  few  Individuals  could 
X«8Gape  the  Goal,  money  has  no  Circulation  with  our  Inhabitants,  as 
it  can  have  in  other  more  Populous  Places. 

We  have  taken  every  NeAssary  Step  to  Discharge  the  Suppfies  in 
Anear,  and  find  it  very  distressing,  and  still  not  Sitisfactory  to  our 
Expectations.  The  Mildew  and  hail  hath  destroyed  many  fields 
of  Grain  in  this  County  this  Year,  which  is  still  more  threatning  to 
«b;  and  Collectors  have  already  brought  Goods  to  town,  upwaid  of 
twenty  miles,  on  which  they  have  distrained  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Taxes,  and  met  with  little  encouragement  of  the  Sale. 

Our  Treasurer  intends  going  to  Philadelphia  in  a  very  short  time, 
who  will  give  a  very  Satisfactory  Ace*. 

I  am  with  Respect  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most 
Obedient  &  Hble,  Serv% 

JACOB  SMYSEB. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Bichiason/Esqr.,  Presd*  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Philadelphia. 

Pkbs.  Diokikboh  to  Oovnoil,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  am  not  able  to  attend  Council  to-day,  being  a  good  Deal  indis* 
posed. 

May  it  not  be  proper  to  send  a  Copy  of  Governor  Harrisons  last 
Letter  ft  Ineloeure^  to  the  prothonotary  of  Washington  Odhnty,  with 
Directions  to  communicate  it  immediately  to  all  the  Judges^  Justices 
ft  Officers  of  IHstinction  in  that  County,  and  to  report  to  Council 
with  all  possible  IKspatch,  the  particular  Ciieumstances  reiatifig  to 
the  Oases  of  Campbell,  Cox,  ft  the  Militia  Officers,  mentioned  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Virginia  Assembly. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obd*  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Thursday  Morning* 
Directedf — ^Qen'^Ewing. 
Jndorged.—Ang.  7,  1783, 

*  An  extract  was  sent,  the  'letter  not  founcl,  nor  is  it  printed.  See  CoL 
Reo.  Yol.  XIII.  P..0S9. 

4* 
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Sbcr't«  Armstrong  to  Prothonotart  of  WASHiNaxoir. 
County,  1788. 

7fth  AugS  1788,  Semtar/fi  Office. 
Sir, 

Encloeed  is  an  extract  from  a  second  letter  lately  received  from 
the  Governor  of  Virginia,  upon  the  subject  of  our  laws  &  their  Ex- 
ecution in  that  tract  of  Country,  which  has  been  ceded  to  us  by  the 
agreement  of  the  Slst  of  August,  1779.  It  came  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  of  their  last  Assembly — a  copy  of  which  is  also  en- 
closed. It  is  the  desire  of  Council  that  you  will  communicate  these 
papers  to  the  Magistracy  of  vour  County  &  report  to  me  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  the  particular  circuoytances  which  attended  the 
I  of  John  Campbell,  Col.  &c.,  &c. 

I  am  Sir,  &o., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

jr.  Seoretarj. 
Prothonotary  of  Washington  County. 


Sbc'y  Armstrong  to  Thos.  Soott,  &c.,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 
>     Philadelphia,  August  7'S  1783. 
Sir, 

Indoeed  is  an  Extract  of  a  seeond  Letter  lately  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  upon  the  sabject  of  our  li^wa  &  their  Exeea- 
tion,  in  that  disputed  Tract  of  Country  which  has  been  relinquished 
to  us  by  the  agreement  of  the  81*^  of  Augtt&t  1779,  It  came  accom- 
panied by  a  i^lutioQ  of  their  Assembly,  a  copy  of  which,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  Ratification  of  the  agreement  aforesaid  by  our 
Assembly,  on  the  28«  of  Sept%  1780,  is  inclosed.  It  is  the  Direc- 
tion of  OouBoil,  that  you  will  immediately  communicate  all  these 
Papers  to  the  whole  Magistracy  of  your  County,  informing  them, 
that  it  is  the  firm  &  unanimous  Resolution  of  Uouncil,  as  they  ate 
oonvinoed  it  ia  of  our  Gen^  Assembly,  to  adhere  inviolably  te  the 
Stipulations  contained  in  the  agreement  between  the  two  States,  thai 
^ey  expect  the  Magistracy  and  all  well  disposed  persons  who  regard 
the  Honor  or  peace  of  the  State  will  also  punctually  observe  the  said 
Stipulations,  k  strictly  require  the  same  attention  to  them  from 
others. 

Council  are  of  opinion,  that  no  persons  holding  Civil  or  Military 
offices  under  the  State  of  Virginia,  should  be  in  any  manner  molested 
for  regular  acts  done  by  them  in  either  of  those  capacities  in  purser 
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anoe  of  the  Laws  of  that  State  prior  to  the  agreement  before  men- 
tioned. 

Ton  will  please  to  report  to  Me  with  all  poBsible  Dispatch  the 
particular  Ciroamatancee  attending  the  caaea  of  John  Campbell, 
Ideot.  Coll.  Coze,  &  otheia  alluded  to  in  the  indoaed  Beaolution. 

I  am,  &C.9 

J.  A.,  Jr.,  Secy*. 
Jndonedf  ^         < 

Anguat  0^,  178B.     To  Thomaa  SeoU  and  Michael  Huffnagle, 


GOYKBNOB  OF  SoUTH  CaBOLINA  TO  PRBS.  DlCKINSON,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
GoYemment  Houae, 

Charleston,  8«  Carolina,  18«^  Anguat,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  Legtalature  of  this  State,  hating  deaired  me  to  write  to  the 
several  Oovemora  of  the  United  Statea,  requeating  that  they  would 
be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  Persons, 
who,  have  been  proscribed  or  banished  from  their  respective  States; 
I  therefore  to  that  end,  now  do  myself  the  Honour  of  addressing  this 
my  circular  to  you,  and  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  vour  An- 
swer of  Compliance  with  the  said  Request,  as  soon  as  may  be  conve- 
nient, that  I  might  lay  the  same  before  them  at  their  next  sitting. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  . 
with  the  greatest  Bespect, 
Sir,  your  moat  Obedient, 

and  very  Hbble  Serv^ 

BEN.  GUERARD. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


CoHHISSfilONBRS    OF    CuMBERIJLND    COUNTT    TO    FbES. 

Dickinson,  1788. 

Carlisle,  August  14«»,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  rec^  your  late  letter  with  a  former  one  inclosed  urging  the  Pay- 
ment of  Public  Taxea  of  our  county,  previous  to  which  we  have  wroto 

*  Soagli  draft  in  writing  •f  Praa.  DiiskinsoD,  see  anaweri  page  80. 
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and  otbenrise  pressed  the  Goneckm  of  Ae  diflferenfe  TowDships  to 
their  doty  and  have  sued  aeyeral  of  them.  We  are  conTinoed  of  the 
neoessitj  of  raising  the  pnbHo  taxes  and  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Excellency  that  it  is  neither  inattention  in  ns  or  vftnt  of  reileelioa 
on  the  important  subject  that  makes  aii  apology  for  our  Cimdvci 
necessary.  With  ns  the  arguments  derived  from  the  effects  of  (he 
War  doth  not  altogether  cease  to  operate  altho  of  late  labour  hath 
its  price.  The  Farmer  (who  hath  been  frequently  called  from  hie 
Family  to  Military  Service  and  nimble  to  obtain  Labourers  to  culti- 
vate ms  Farm)  cannot  consistant  with  his  labour  make  money  of  his 
present  Crop  before  he  hath  put  in  his  Seed.  We  believe  the  Peo- 
ple in  our  County  in  Qeneral  have  a  disposition  to  pay  the  Taxes  as 
far  as  in  their  power  could  they  be  indulged  with  time  to  raise  it  out 
of  their  produce  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  they  labor  under  for 
want  of  circulating  Cash — Collectors  have  Distrained  and  Could  not 
sell  any  property  for  want  of  Buyers^  some  persons  indeed  who  have 
demands  on  the  Public  think  it  very  hard  to  pay  taxes  while  large 
sums  are  due  them.  .  We  Humbly  submit  these  remarks  to  your 
Excellency's  Consideration  and  Hopefor  indulgence  from  the  Honora- 
ble Oonn<ul,  until!  the  people  have  time  to'cftrry  what  they  can  spare 
of  their  produce  to  Market  and  in  the  mean  time  we  will  not  fail  to 
uae  our  Influenoe  in  raising  the  taxes  of  our  Coonty* 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  all  due  respect^ 

your  Excellencies 

Most  obed*  &  H"«  Serv^ 
JOHN  AGNEW,  7  p^„„ 
SAM.  LAIRD,     ;  ^^"  • 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council,  Pfaikdelphia. 

I^v^  by  Stephen  Duncan,  Esq'. 
Indonedf 

Augiist  18^,  1783.    Letter  from  Comm'rs  of  York  County. 


Thos.  Scott  to  Pkbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Washington  County,  August  15%  1783. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

I  have  received  Councils  Sundry  letters  inclosing  copys  of  papers 
lately  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia*,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  Council,  beg  leave  thereupon  to  report : 

*  See  page  79,  also  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  XIIL,  p.  672. 
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Tliat  I  know  of  no  departure  from  the  Gouptct  between  the  two 
StAtes,  Mid  bdieve  there  has  been  none  on  the  part  of  the  Oourt  of 
this  County. 

That  I  know  of  no  measure  adopted  by  this  state,  or  any  of  its 
officers,  whereby  the  rights  of  the  late  Citizens  of  Virginia  are  in 
any  degree  Infrinsed  upon ;  were  those  rights  which  they  are  said 
to  have  held,  and  whereof,  they  are  sud  now  to  be  deprived,  ex- 
plicitly mentioned,  perhaps  I  would  be  able  to  give  some  satisfaction. 

That  I  conceive  the  infringment  on  landed  property  stated  in  the 
memorial,  could  not  possibly  happen  without  act  of  the  Legislature ; 
If  the  case  of  M'  Campbell  be  meant  by  this  suggestion,  I  know 
nothing  of  it  further  than  that  he  hath  been  prisoner  with  the 
Indians  for  some  years  past,  and  may  have  missed  of  Ingrossing 
large  quantities  of  land  at  a  low  price,  by  Commissioner  Certificates  ^ 
some  other  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington  County  have  likewise 
missed  of  that  opportunity,  by  means  as  little  Criminal,  and  I  could 
wish  to  see  the  whole  relieved,  and  put  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  case  of  Col^  Cox  is  shortly  thus,  prosecutions  were  Instituted 
against  him  for  assaults  and  batteries  in  useing  compulsory  measures 
to  draw  forth  the  Militia  of  Washington  County,  By  Virtue  of 
orders  issued  by  GoV  Penticost  in  Character  of  Lieutenant  of 
Tougbagania  county,  for  the  Service  of  Gen>  Clarks  expedition 
down  the  Ohio  in  1781.  Which  orders,  as  well  the  people  who  were 
thus  compelled  to  service,  as  the  Generality  of  the  people  of  the 
county  could  not  conceive  to  have  proceeded  from  the  authority  of 
Virginia;  not  only  because  of  the  previous  agreement  of  the  Several 
Legislatures,  but  from  the  orders  Given  by  that  state  on  that  occa- 
sion, to  the  Lieutenant  of  Monangohok  county:  Viz.  that  he 
should  confine  his  authority  to  the  Sooth  side  of  Dixon's  &  Measons 
Line  Extended,  althoagh  the  Greater  part  of  that  county  lay  North 
of  that*  line ;  on  this  Ground  as  well  as  on  full  conviction  of  the 
Legal  extention  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  State,  the  people  very 
Oenerally  disobeyed  those  orders,  and  these  prosecutions  were  com- 
menced. 

This  being  the  true  State  of  this  Gen'  Case,  and  althoagh  his 
conduct  on  the  ocasion  was  exceedingly  disrespectful  to  the  court, 
He  coming  at  the  head  of  a  p^rty  in  a  Tumultious  k  contemptuous 
Manner,  continuing  about  the  Streets  in  that  manner  until  evening, 
and  the  same  night  an  attempt  was  made  upon  the  house  in  which 
the  court  was  held,  and  part  of  it  Thrown  down ;  yet  so  far  was 
personal  resentment  and.  party  Spirit  from  mingling  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court,  th&t  a  disposition  to  soften  the  prosecu- 
tions was  observable  in  most  of  the  officers,  and  CoPCox  was  ac- 
tually acquited.  How  this  Can  be  termed  a  Judgement  against  him 
for  a  Considerable  sum,  &c.,  I  cannot  understand.  It  is  true  that 
on  account  of  his  behaviour  already  mentioned,  I  charge  him  Clarks 
fees.  There  was  Indictments  against  one  other  Gen*  who  was  also 
acquited  and  discharged  with  out  fees;  and  there  is  a  Suit  depend- 
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ing  against  two  others  for  things  of  the  same  najbare,  done  at  the 
same  time ',  But  there  never  was  a  deoision  of  Court  against  anj 
Virginia  officer^  as  such^  for  any  cause  whatever. 
I  Have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Tour  Ezoelleno' J 
Very  Humble  Servant^ 

TH08.  SCOTT, 
ProtT  of  Washington  County. 
Direeifdf 
His  Szeellenoy,  John  Didcinson,  Bsq'i  Premdent^  &c. 


Oomuis'es  07  Taxbs  of  Lakcastbr,  Co.  to  Council,  1783. 

Lancaster,  August  16th^  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  Letters  of  the  24tli  July  last,  setting  forth  the 
necessity  of  collecting  the  several  Taxes  the  Demands  we  are  per- 
swaded  are  pressingly  great,  and  previous  to  your  Letter  we  have 
done  every  thing  in  our  power  (excepting  putting  the  Law  in  force,) 
to  have  the  out  standing  Taxes  collected,  But  there  is  a  difficulty 
arrising  in  collecting  that  we  are  at  a  loss  how  to  advise  in — Some 
People  have  the  money  by  them  and  those  for  the  most  part  have 
never  give  themselves  much  concern  about  the  Time  of  payment 
Others  have  it  not  and  has  appropriated  a  great  part  of  their  Time 
in  serving  the  public  and  have  little  or  nothing  left  but  public 
Certificates  or  unsettled  accounts,  and  appear  but  just  beginning  the 
World  anew.  This  latter  Class  Humanity  would  advise  forbearance, 
and  how  to  discriminate  is  difficult  and  perhaps  dangerous.  If  People 
could  be  so  good  natured  as  to  lend  Money  to  those  that  wanted. 
The  Taxes  might  soon  be  paid.  But  those  who  can  spare  Money  do 
not  like  to  riiu:  it  espeoialy  to  those  who  have  been  most  acdve  in 
the  service  of  their  Country. 

However  we  still  hope  that  as  a  Remarkable  Providence  has  car- 
ried us  through  a  greater  Difficulty  than  this,  we  are  in  the  greatest 
hopes  that  ere  long  we  will  be  able  to  comply  with  what  is  required 
of  us. 

We  are  Gentlemen 

with  much  respect 

your  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servants, 

SAM.  BOYD, 
WILLIAM  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

To  John  Armstrong,  Esq*',  See^  to  the  Execntive  Council, 
PhUadelphia. 
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Copt  ov  Report  op  Ephraim  Douqlass  to  Sect,  at  Wah, 

1783. 

Princeton,  ISth  Angoat,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  instrnctions  yon  honored  me. with  on  the  5th 
of  May  last,  I  have  nsed  every  endeavour  in  my  power  to  ezecnto 
in  the  fnllest  manner  your  orders,  and  give  effect  to  your  wishes; 
and  though  I  have  not  had  all  the  success  I  at  first  hoped,  I  flatter 
myself  the  following  report  will  not  only  shew  that  I  have  attempted 
all  in  my  power,  but  that  essential  good  consequences  may  justly  be 
hoped  from  my  endeavours  to  obey  your  Commands. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  I  left  Fort  Pitt  and  travelling  about  two 
hundred  miles  by  the  old  trading  path,  arrived  on  the  16th  at  the 
Delaware  &  Huron  settlements  on  the  Sandusky  River,  but  before 
I  reached  the  Villages  I  fell  in  with  two  young  Delawers  who  had 
known  me  formerly,  appeared  rejoiced  to  see  me,  and  conducted  me 
to  the  principal  Town  of  that  Tribe.  Captain  Pipe  who  is  the 
principal  man  of  the  Nation,  received  me  with  every  demonstration 
of  joy,  welcomed  me  in  the  most  friendly  manner  and  treated  me 
with  greater  Civility  than  is  usual  with  them  in  time  of  profound 
Peace.  In  a  speech  of  gratulation  which  he  delivered  on  my  arrival, 
he  felicitated  me  and  my  Companions  on  our  safety  through  a  long 
&  dangerous  wilderness,  and  himself,  on  seeing  his  brethren  of  the 
United  States  once  more  enter  his  door  in  a  peacable  and  friendly 
manner ;  but  told  me,  as  his  Nation  was  not  the  principal  one,  nor 
had  voluntarily  engaged  in  the  War,  it  would  be  proper  for  me  first 
to  communicate  my  business  to  the  Hurons  and  Shauneze,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Delawares.  That  he  had  announced  my  arrival  to 
the  Hurons,  and  expected  such  of  them  as  were  at  home  would 
very  shortly  be  over  to  see  and  welcom  me.  This  soon  happened  as 
he  had  expected,  but  as  none  of  their  Chiefs  were  present,  I  declined 
speaking  publickly  to  them,  knowing  that  I  could  receive  no  authen- 
tic answer,  and  un willing  to  expend  unnecessarily  the  Wampum  I 
bad  prepared  for  this  occasion.  I  informed  them  for  their  satisfaction 
of  the  peace  with  England,  and  told  them  that  the  United  States 
were  disposed  to  be  in  friendship  with  the  Indians  also— desired  them 
to  send  for  their  head  men,  particularly  for  the  Half  King  who  was 
gone  to  Detroit ;  to  send  also  to  the  Shauneze  and  such  of  the  Six 
Nations  and  Delawares  as  live  on  the  Miami  River,  and  that  when 
these  were  all  present,  I  would  deliver  to  them  publickly  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  business  I  was  charged  with. 

They  all  readily  agreed  to  this  proposal,  and  returned  to  their 
homes  apparently  very  well  satisfied  :  but  the  Hurons  nevertheless 
failed  sending  to  Detroit,  partly  thro',  the  want  of  authority  in  the 
old  men  present^  and  partly  through  the  assurances  of  the  Wife  of 
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the  half  King  who  was  confident  her  Hoaband  would  be  home  in 
Iwo  DajSy  and  therefore  a  jonmej  which  would  require  mx  or 
seven  was  altogether  unneeessary. 

The  Pipe  sent  away  for  those  on  the  Miami  agreeable  to  his 
promise,  and  learning  that  Mr.  Elliot,  one  of  the  agents  in  the 
Indian  Department  resided  with  the  Shawnese,  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  acquainted  with  my  coming,  I  wrote  to  him  by  the  Pipe's 
Express,  requesting  him  to  concur  with  our  Messenger  in  communi- 
cating to  the  Shawnese,  that  I  was  charged  with  a  Message  from 
the  United  States  and  desired  them  to  attend  as  soon  as  possible-— 
I  also  gave  him  an  invitation  to  be  present  if  he  could  make  it  con- 
venient. Though  I  promised  to  myself  very  little  from  this  Letter, 
I  knew  it  could  do  no  possible  harm — and  though  I  did  not  hof»e 
he  would  give  himself  any  trouble  to  serve  me,  I  thought  the  possi- 
bility that  the  compliment  of  it  might  prevent  his  opposition  worth 
the  trouble  of  writing  it. 

On  the  evening  or  the  18th,  a  runner  arrived  from  the  Miami 
with  iotelligence  that  Mr.  Elliot  had  received  dispatches  from 
Detroit  announcing  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Johnson  at  that  place — 
that  in  Consequence,  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  were  desired  to  repair 
thither  in  a  few  Days,  where. a  Council  would  be  held  with  them. 
They  were  also  directed  to  ttJce  with  them  the  War  or  Tomahawk 
Belts,  which  had  been  delivered  to  them  by  the  King  to  strike  the 
Americans  with.  This  was  an  intimation  which  had  been  long  ex- 
pected but  never  till  now  received;  for  though  tbey  had  oeen 
repeatedly  forbid  to  contioue  at  War  against  the  Americans  the 
Tomahawk  had  still  remained  in  their  hands,  which  is  a  deviation 
from  the  ancient  Customs  of  the  Indians^  and  therefore  the  more 
astonishing  to  them. 

I  perceived  that  this  invitation  would  necessarily  draw  off  a 
number  of  the  principal  men,  but  determined  to  wait  the  return  of 
our  Messenger  before  I  would  take  any  further  resolution,  and  in 
this  suspence  I  continued  till  the  evening  of  the  22d,  when  he  re> 
turned  with  speeches  from  the  Chiefs  in  that  Quarter,  imparting 
that  they  had  made  every  preparation  for  coming  agreeable  to  our 
requests  to  hear  what  I  had  to  say  to  them,  but  just  when  they 
were  ready  to  mouqt  their  Horses,  they  were  stopped  by  the  arrival 
of  ten  meo  who  preceded  a  body  of  sixty  other  Southern  Indians 
coming  upon  business  froin  the  Nations  North  and  East  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Rivers.  That  in  consequence  of  their  coming  they 
would  be  obliged  to  delay  their  visit  to  us  for  a  few  Days,  but  would 
not  fail  to  come  so  soon  as  they  heard  the  business  of  these  people^ 
could  not  however  determine  how  soon. 

The  intervention  of  this  unexpected  delay,  the  uncertainty  where 
it  would  (end — the  anxiety  of  the  Sandusky  Indians  to  obey  the 
summons  from  Detroit,  the  absence  of  the  Half  King  who  was  now 
no  longer  expected  till  after  the  Treaty  there,  and  the  certainty  of 
receiving  no  answer  when  he  was  not  in  Council,  induces  me  to 
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jjM  %oihh  importnity  <if  the  Pipe,  MtA  MkmA  to  bk  wpmmh^ 
tioDS.  Efe  pressed  me  to  aceompaDy  bim  to  Detroit^  tMkmg  lie 
tl«t  il  woM  h6  Qielefls  to  mik  tlie  cofmnig  of  the  IndiaBs  Irom  the 
MuEDMy  that  4iiey  wo«ld  apeod  ti^ir  line  is  tiseleift  OomMHliBg  tbeie 
^'tbe  Treaty  at  Detroit  would  eettie  on^  and  ^t  if  I  even  ecmld  as* 
MsUe  them  I  cmld  obtAi  lietlriiig  from  the  Intervie^-^That  if  the 
Ii«tf  KiBg  wae  pfeaeDthewonldnelimderiake  togifome  anatiewer 
wiikoBt  ootttoltiBff  the  Gfaielk  of  the  Huron  Tnba  at  Detrtit^  a«d 
that  theee  would  deteraMoe  another  without  firat  aafcing  the  adiiee 
of  their  IMier  the  CoDnnaiidant. 

Kndittg  that  I  had  UtOe  to  hope  fimn  oootinwiiig  at  8and«^y, 
Mi  ttely  to  eflMl^ ap  fi«tk  by  TiaitiBgifae  Kf ]n»i  if  my  Honea  had 
-  e^en  been  able  to  im^e  periMmed  the  Journey  I  determined  to  pro- 
oMd  to  Detroit  by  the  neareat  rente,  thongfa  1  begui  tobe  dov^tfnl 
-labonld  BOt!iaeeeed  in  srf  wishes  there;  determined  however  to 
leare  nothing  onattenipled  whioh  pvomiaod  e?en  a  probnbility  of 
onooeaB. — I  eoneorred^irith  the  Pipe  in  a  nesaage  to  the  Miami  In- 
dians, desnig  that  lalher  than  wait  to  hear  ihe  diqiatehes  of 
theae  Senthem  In^ans,  they  ehoold  adriae  them  to  eontiane  their 
Journey  to  Detroit  whereth^  woidd  oertainly  meet  the  Six  Nations, 
tiD' whom  their  bnainem  arast  be  t^iasately  deliversd,  aa  the  ]>Bpota- 
tio»ni  eonseqneBoe  of  whiek'^ey  had  pedbmied  so  lone  and  dM- 
enlt  a  journey,  had  mginally  proeeddad  from  them— We  desired 
thorn  to  send  naan  anawsr  in  three  days  what  Bes^ntion  Aoy  would 
>  itkB  and  when  we  sboold  medt  them  where  the  roads  unito,  that  we 
might  go  together  to  Detreil 

We  waited  till  the  ^W^  in  hopes  of  leseBring  ito  anasrer  bnl  none 
eame^  'tho  wo  had  several  .Messages,  seme  intimating  that  they 
oenld  not  eome  orov  to  ns,  and  deairiog^the  Hoeona  &  DeUwares  to 
attend  at  the  Shawnese  Towu^^other  aooonnta  said  the  Chiefs  of 
that  Nation  were  gone  to  Detrerk 

Wo  now  made  every  ptepaiation  for  our  departure,  bnt  fcaring  I 
might  not  a^n  have  ao  good  an  epportimtty,  I  made  nee  of  this  to 
give  the  Pipe  every  information  respeoting  my  bnsiDees,  and  to 
oaplain  to  luim  the  Prriiminary  Articles  of  peaee,.whieh  I  fouild 
had  not  only  never  been  eommnnieated  -to  them  by  authority,  bat 
that  the  aoeidental  information^  they  had  ooeasioqaUy  reeeived  had 
boon  in  some  raspeots  eontmdieted  bythe  Oflioem  of  the  Crown ; 
partieularly  that  part  whaeb.  related  to  the  evac»iti<m  of  the  posts 
on  the  Lakes. 

I  left  Sandoeky  on  the  80^  aeeompamed  by  the  Pipe  and  two 
other  Indiana  in  addition  to  my  former  Compamons,  and  travelled 
onwards  to  Detroit  till  the  aUtemoon  of  the  !•*  of  July  when  we  weTe 
net  by  M'  iSliot  and  Uiree  other  persons  from  thatplaoe,  whom  the 
Commandant  had  dispatched  for  the  purpose  of  eoadnetittg  na  thither. 

The  Indians  who  had  left  the  l\iwna  after  my  arrival,  had  given 
tlie  intelligenoe  at  Detroit,  and  the  Letter  I.had.written  to  M'  ^iliot 
had  also  been  eamiDd  theee  tqr  aome  of  those  ftofa  the  Miami.    In 
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coMeqattee  ftf  tUtOoL  Dooraitttr  bad  ■ealli'  £UkH  to  m$  «Stira 
Lette  No.  l.« 

I  wM  BOW  nooily  l»lf  «i^  from  SMidoBky  to  DtinrfA^  ani  $mM 
BDither  tske  or  titer  a  rcao&tttioii  ia  onooqiMMe  of  Ais  Iieltar^  but 

.  ooBtinaed  my  joomoy  with  my  iwir  OompsnioM  iitt  thu  ^  wbon 
•I  arrired  at  Dokroit,  whore  I  was  roeenred  with  mwh  poUtoBeii  aad 
tieated  witii  great  Oiviltty  by  tbe  Commaadanti  to  wbom  I  deliveitd 
your  Letter,  showed  your  Inetnictioiis  and  pfMeed  for  an  ,opportii« 
nity  of  oommaaioatiog  them  to  the  lodiemi  ae  soon  es  mighi  be. 
He  professed  the  strongest  desire  of  brinfmii  abont  a  roooamUadon 
between  the  Uvitad  Otateaaad  tboMieml  lodiail  Vatioiifl^-^-deekred 
timt  bo  woaid  wiOtBgW  promote  it  ill  in  bisfowor;  but  that  wMil 

.  be  was  aatboriied  by  bie  Baperiors  in  Oommandi  ho  ooald  dot  oon- 
soBl  that  any  thing  sbonU  be  said  to  the  Indians  velatiro  to  the 
bmindary  of  the  Unitsd:  States ;  for  thovgh  be  know  from  the  Kin^s 

■  Psoelamation  that  the  war  with  Amerioa  was'at  an  end,  be  had  had 
n>  oSeial  tnlbrmatioa  to  jostify  hb  alxppomag  the  Statsaesteadtd 
to  this  ptaooy  and  thesefare  eovld  not  oonaMit  to  the  Indiana  being 

.told  sof  espeoklly  as  bo  bad  Qniftvmlydeelatei  to  them,  that  bo 
4id  not  kno#  them  Poata  ware  to  bo  evaooated  by  the  fii^h. 

•  He  had  no  objoationt  be  aaid,  to  my  oamssiuttoating  Abe  firhndly 
o&ra  of  the  United  Stntm,— and  wonM  ohearfnUy  make  known  to 
tbsni  the  onbaftanee  of  tonr  Latter  to  him. 

^  In  the  moiwing  of  the  6(^  I  rooaived  an  btiamtion  from  Coknel 
Dopey stsr,  tbrongh  Gif  tain  MfKoe,  that  it  was  his  wish  I  wonld  go  on 
to  Niagara,  so  soon  as  i  had  recoyered  from  the  frtigae  of  my  jonmoy. 
In  oansnqnensa  el  this  I  watted  on  him  in  the  aflemocsii  and  prsssod 
with  ^sreatar  warmth  than  yeaterday,  the  nooesaity  of  my  speaking 
to  the  Indians  and  reoeiving  an  answer  from  them.  I  pmsa^  him 
to  safTer  me  io  prasoed  on  my  bnttnem  witboni  his  iotorferesoe^ 
and  offered  him  my  word  that  I  wonld  my  nothing  to  them  loapeot- 
ing  the  limito  of  the  Statea,  bnt  ooninoi  myself  to  the  oflar  of  Peaoe, 
or  ofaoiee  of  War,  and  the  Invitation  to  ^Ttaaty.  He  wonld  not 
retsaet  bia  raaolalum  wiUumt  farther  oidom  from  the  Commander  in 
Ohief^  and  I  waa  oUi^  to  aabmit  however  onwillingly :  ttnt  miMt 
.do  bim  the  justioa  to  aoknowladge  that  he  made  every  offiw  of  eivilitj 

.  and  servioe,  exoept  that  whiah  he  oonsidered  inoonsiatent  with  his  Doty. 

On  the  6"^  I  attMded  the  Coonoil  whlob  Oolooel  Depeyster  hJd 

with  the  Indians,  to  which  he  had  yestordsy  invited  ma.     After 

delivering  his  business  of  calling  them  together,  ho  pntlisbed  to 

.  them  yonr  Letter  and  pressed  them  to  oontinno  in  the  strictest  amity 
with  the  Snbjoots  of  the  United  Stetes,— reprm€ttted  to  them  the 
foUy  of  oontinniag  hoalilities,  and  amored  them  that  he  eonid  by  no 
means  give  them  any  fdtnre  aaustanoe  Msinst  the  people  of  AoMiin. 
At  ^is  meeting  were  tbe  Ghiefii  of  Eleven  Indian  Nations,  odm* 
prefaending  all  the  Tribes  as  far  Sooth  as  the  Wabash.  They  trera 
Chipewas,  0^was,  Wynndoto  or  Hnconsy  Shawneae^  DalawaitaB, 
*  TiM  pn^ats  vsfitfred  te  hr  i^«S- haws  not  bean  fooad. 
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EMbtboMS  Ow^mhtmom;  Ummk,  B^oltwtUiftiMl  wi  Pitikbliis 
with  a  purl  of  tbe  SeneoM;  aiottof  whom  gar*  eTsdeftt  mtrlnof 
their  SftiafiMdon  »t  aeeiag  ara)^ of  lb*  UAlled  Stalai  w  that 
.  Cooiiftry.  Tfaej  flarried  tbeir  eii^litf at  aa  far  thai  my  Mgiag  mw 
all  day  aarronnded  with  aro^da  of  tiiaai  whea  at  boma,  aad  the 
Streata  Kaad  with  tbeai  to  atlaod  my  gamg  ahmad ;  that  thay  oiight 
hava  aniippoitimity  of  flaeu^  and  aalotiag  aae,  wbiah  thay  did  sot 
fail  to  do  in  their  beat  nwwer,  v^th  e?ery  demonstnition  of  joy. 

On  the  moraiog  of  tba  7th  I  took  aly  laa?#af  Colonel  De  P^fater, 
afkr  having  raocirred  moaa  «i?ilitiea  from  tarn  than  the  limita  of 
thiax«port  w^l  aaffor  me  (o  enameratejf  but  not  'till  I  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  yon  by  aay  &ttid%  whom  I  direeled  to  ratwra  to 
Fort  Pitt  io  aooa  aa  tbe  Pipe  ahoaldl  be  ready  to  retam  to  Sao- 
doakey  on  whom  I  diip^nded  ibr  hii  aafe  ooodoel  thithary  and  to 
provide  one  to  aeaompany  bin  to  Fort  Pilt* 

I  arrived  at  Niag^ora  on  the  lUb;  wai  introdttoed  la  Oeaeial 
Haalean  wbo  waa  prepared  for  my  eomiog^  deliravad  him  G6lol. 
Be  Pc^^ater'a  Letter  and  wai  reeeifad  with  every  marie  of  attentaan 
bat  ha  deoUned  eutemg  apea^aay  buriMia  tbif  Day. 
^  In  tbe  morniog  I  waited  ugaia  ani  (tbe  General  at  bia  reqnaat^ 
He  aaked  for  my  Inatroetipaa  wbiah  I  predooed^  and  afterwarda,  at 
hia  raqoest,  the  jBefolve  of  Googreaa  aUaded  to.  He  ezpreaaed  an 
eameat  deaire  that  the  Indiana  ahoaM  U?ein  peaoa  with  the  United 
Statea,  di^okred  that  he.  had  me«t  effaotaally  pat  a  atop  to  all 
hoatilitiea,  and  had  already  g|«(in  yon  thia  loformationy— that  he 
WQold  be  anaweraNe  for  their  faturegood  eondvat  prorided  they 
were  not  moleated  by  as^->re|^Mted  thai  h0  had  not  at  prefeni  aoeh 
information  from  below  aa  would  iaatify  bia  eoaoarring  with  me,  or 
eren  permitiagmc  to  eaU  the  Inaiaoa  together— thai  he*  had.  every 
reason  to  expeat  8ir  John  Jobnaoai  very  ao^n,  who  he  aoppoaad 
woald  briag  snob  iastniotiona  aa  would  remove  every  diffiealty,-*- 
that  however  he  oonaidered  tbe  purport  el  any  meaiage  aatioii»atad 
by  the  paioa  wbieb  ha4  been  taken  to  diapoaethe  Indianato  peaeo, 
which  appeared  to  be  tbe  grand  objaot  of  Ckmgreaa. 

In  caae  Sir  John  did  not  arrive  in  two  or  three  daya  aa  ha  es- 
peeied  he  proposed  to  me  the  akemati^e  of  ooatinmng  dowawaad  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  or  of  faroiahitig  bim  with  Gopiea  of  my 
loatroetioaa  and  the  Besolve  of  Congress  whiob  be  wovld  trananat 
to  him  for  his  orders  thereon.    He  kmentod  that  misehevioaa 

Eople  attons  as  took  too  maoh  paina  to  alarm  tbe  minda  of  tbe 
diaaa  in  thia  quarter,  by  inyeiitiig  aiMi  propapating  apeeehesi 
which  the  Indians  were  tooght  to  believe  oame  from  peraona  in 
power  among  the  Americans.  In  proof  of  thia  ha  produaed  tbe  pro- 
oeedings  of  a  Coonoil  lately  held  with  the  iBdJana,  which  oontaiua 
an  ahurming  speech  said  to  have  been  sent  :to  them  by  Oenetal 
Bohayter.  At  my  reqneat  he  gave  me  a  Copy  of  it  with  hia  own 
remarks  at  tbe  bottom  No  3. 

In  conseqaeaoe  of  tbis  speaeb.aod  hia  a^uranaaa  to  the  Infianci 
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ihe  m  uatioiKi  had  sent  46  iih^t  p«K  ot  the  Oneida  Tribe  irliteli  bad 
'  remained  in  the  intereet  <»f  the  States^  lorbiddifig  tbeni  to  bring  any 
fatofe  meesagee,  bot?  sneh  ka  were  written  or  otherwise  visible  in 
Beht  or  Strings.  That  they  wonld  be  glad  to  beat  in  this  manner 
whatever  the  United  Stat^B  had  iaeay  to  them.  • 

CokHMl  BntLer  theSuperintendant  at  the'  post  was  sent  for  and 
oerroborated  everj  thiiig  that  the  General  Mid  of  the  peacable  dis- 
position of  the  Indians,  tinless  4hey  were  eompelled  to  a  oontraty 
.  condtict  1^  the  Amerieans  seising  on  their  Lands  whiehbpth  asserted 
the  Six  Nations  wenld  never  qnietly  submit  to.  They  reeommended 
the  measure  of  Oongress  sending  some  person  to  give  them  assntanees 
respeetmg  ^eir  Lands,  if  it  was  their  intention  to  leare  them  to  the 
.natives,  and  the  Gkneral  oflhred  to  promote  it  with  all  his  Interest, 
to  be  answerable  for  the  safety'  of  the  Commissioners  and  also  engsjge 
for  the  Iiidians  good  behavionr  and  willingness  to  meet  the  Com- 
missioners of  Congress  at  any  pliioe  after  reeerving  sneh  assurance. 

Captain  Brant  eame  from  the  Mohawk  Village  to  see  me  and  Was 
iatiomoed  by  the  Gkneril,  in  whose  p«edenoe  we  had  a  eonversation 
on  the  subject  of  the  Indian's  Lands-^Hirant  insisted  that  they  would 
make  a  point  of  having  them  seonred  before  they  wovld  enter  into 
«ny  fiother  or  other  Treaty.  In  the  evening  I  had  a  private  eon- 
ietenee  with  him  at  his  own  request  in  whidi  I  explained  to  him  in 
'  the  moat  oinmmstantial  manner  every  thing  relating  to  my  busineas 
with  the  Indians  and  had  a  good  deal  eff  friendly  argument  with  him 
on  the  subject,  too  long  to  insert  here. 

On  the  evemng  of  the  13tfa,  I  received  a  note  from  the  Oeneral  re- 
questing a  Copy  of  my  Ina^tructions  &c.,  to  send  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  frioilitate  bnaness,  No.  B.  I-  sent  him  word  that  he 
should  te  obeyed,  and^urlyin  the  morning  began  to  execute  my 
promise,  but  before  I  had  finished  copying  them,  I  received  a  vcrbkl 
message  that  he  wished  to  see  me  at  his  quarters.  I  finished  the 
Oepies  and  waited  on  him  widi  them. 

He  fnformed  me  that  he  had  sent  for  me  to  show  me  the  Copy  of 
a  Letter  he  was  writing  to  Colonel  De  Peyster.    It  contained  instruo- 
-  tiona  to  that  Qentleman  in  consequence  of  my  representations  of  the 
•  murders  committed  by  the  Western  Indians  in  the  course  of  the 
-last  spring,  and  sinoe  by  his  account,  they  had  been  positively  forbid 
to  be  guilty  of  any  such  outrage.     He  pressed  Colonel  Depeyster 
very  earnestly  to  examine  minutely  into  this  affair, — to  forbid  the 
'  Indians  in  the  most  posidi^  maqner  tobe  guilty  of  such  ftiture  mm- 
eonduct,—- to  oider  them  to  deliver  up  imiliediately  such  prisoners 
as  they  had  oaptmed  through  the  spring  into  the  hands  of  him- 
self or  his  officers^*-*and  furthet  to  tell  them  that  if  they  did  not 
desist  from  these  praettces  the  Btitish  Troops  would  join  the  Ameri- 
cans to  punish  them. 

Heafterwardreadme  the  Copy  ofaLcMer  which  he  had  written 
^ou  in  answer  to  yours  by  Mr.  Bull.  Not  doubting  that  this  Letter 
10  an  your  poessasloni  I  only  mention  it  as  it  was  the  introdnetion 
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to  iD  uddfMft  to  BM  QMliimog  Ike  0am6  leittimento,  whkh  eadad  in 
•Q  uUimaiioD  thai  I  Bii|[^t  teluni  home  Mioon  m  I  tkoagbt  profKiri . 
that  whesafer  I  pleaadd  ki  would  fainiah  Me  with  %  BmI  &  men : 
to  ouny  no  to  Oswogo^  woi^  afford  no  eveiy  other  tuietaMe  ia  ' 
hie  power  and  wri^  to  Major  Bobs  the  OomiDaDdant  a4  that  fdaeo 
to  siTO  mo  every  aanataaoe  I  ahouU  require. 

I  soon  eonelnded  that  this  invitation  to  leave  the  plaee  aroee  from 
the  inpoitnnacj  of  the  Indians  U>  hear  paUidklj  the  moMage  which 
lOj  ooming  had  promieed  them,  and  hia  refoeing  pemiaaion  to 
Captain  Brant  to  take  me  on  a  visit  to  the  Mohawk  Gaatle  oonvkioed 
me  of  the  jostiee  of  this  ooiMlatto% 

I  employed  sneh  arguments  as  I  expected  wonld  bemOst  likely  to- 
prevail  on  him  to  permit  me  to  speak  to  the  Chiefs  pnblicUy  before 
my  departure,  and  answered  (as  I  tbonght)  all  his  objeotions,  one  of 
which  was  to  that  part  of  my  instructions  which  said  the  King  had 
been  compelled  to  make  peace,  which  he  said  would  oenvey  to  the 
Indians  the  Idea  of  his  being  eonqoered,  and  might  induce  them  to 
nn  insolence  of  behaviour  that  would  j>ecome  disagreeable  to  him  aqd 
perhaps  injurious  to  the  service.  To  remove  every  exception  on  this 
bead  I  offered  to  suppress  the  word  compelled  but  he  avoided  giving 
me  any  direct  answer  to  this  proposal, — ^insisted  much  on  the  paoifio 
disposition  of  the  Indians,  again  pledged  himself  for  their  behaviour } 
assured  me  of  their  desire  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Ameri« 
cans,  anddedared  that  he  was  autboriaed  by  the  Chiefs  to  tell  mo 
so.  He  then  informed  me  that  previous  to  my  arrival  the  Chiefb 
had  applied  to  him  to  write  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
on  th^r  behalf  with  offers  of  f^ndship^  and  reeretted  that  he  had 
BOt  stneh  orders  as  would  justiiV  him  in  doing  it,  especially  before 
the  Soperintendant  G^eral  had  made  the  proper  communications  to 
the  Indians  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Pmstrated  im  every  attempt  to  obtain  a  pnblio  audience  of  the 
Indians  and  receive  their  answer  to  your  messase.  I  wrote  to  Gknesal 
Maclean  on  the  16th  for  his  refusal  in  writing  TNo.  4)  which  he 
immediately  gave  me  (No.  6)  and  on  the  satne  aay  I  set  off  for 
Oswego,  «fter  having  experienced  from  General  Maclean  ever^ 
apeeies  of  poBte  attention,  except  that  which  doty  as  well  as  incli- 
nation bid  mo  most  wish  for  and  every  civility  ftoui  his  Officers,  and 
from  the  Oflioers  in  general  at  all  the  Posts  I  had  occasion  to  visit. 

Seneible  how  diifiedU  it  is  to  say  just  enough  on  any  subject,  I 
am  afraid  I  have  protracted  4his  report  to  too  great  a  length  and  yet  I 
suppressed  so  many  remarks  and  eon versaHons  which  were  interesting' 
at  the  time,  thati  amal^sfialdl  have  not  been  sufficiently  explicit. 
I  have  confined  myself  to  bare  recital,  without  any  oommei^ary  of 
my  own,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  obtruding  opinion  where  it 
might  be  considered  my  duty  to  relate  facts  existing  abstractedly. 
But  I  will  hope  your  forgiveness  for  saying  that  the  assiduitv  of  the 
British  Commanders  to  restrain  the  Indians  from  hostilities  still 
wanted  the  visit  whiph  by  ypur  compiandl  \^t  msde  them,  tosatisiy 
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• 

.  the  Inaiaiui  iliaft  ih«j  hid  aolhiag  to  tear  frott  Hm  mmitj  cf  tU 
StE^es.  Iliey  Me  sow  oooviMed  frooi  ay  rliNpiliig  sttcA  e  jooraey 
through  their  Oeofttrj  asd  from  the  eonniiaiefttioim  I  heve  made 
to  them  indindttaUy  on  ny  way,  act  only  of  oar  frtendly  SeatlmeBta 
toward  them,  bat  alao  of  owr  oonSdeiioe  in  thetfSi  whioh  mtisl  in 
flome  degree  beget  a  similar  eosfidenoe  in  them.  And  though  I 
bring  no  pnUie  answer  from  tbeChiefiiy  owing  tothemotiTOB  of  dirty 
or  p^oy  .whioh  opposed  it.  I  think  myself  aafioiently  anthortted 
from  the  many  opportnnities  I  had  of  learning  their  Sentimen«S| 
both  from  themseWss  and  the  Whites  who  are  in  their  oontdenoe,  to 
•assert  that  I  know  them  to  be  heartily  tired  of  the  war  and  sinoerely 
disposed  to  I^saee. ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  respect  Sir^ 

Your  very  humble  und  most  obedient  serrant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 
The  Honble.  Migor  General  liincoln,  Secretary  at  War. 


RB80Lt7¥ION  OV  0099111188,  1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Oongfess  Assembled, 

August  21st,  1783. 

Whereas  it  is  stipolated  in  the  7th  article  of  the  preliminarien . 
agreed  upon  the  80th  Day  of  November,  1782,  between,  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  his  Britanic  Majesty  &  of  the  United  States^  '^  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  shall  order  and  canse  i^i  Archives^  records^. 
Peodsand  papers  belos^i^  to  any  of  the  said  States-  os  their  Gitisens 
which  in  the  co«rse  of  the  War  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his: 
Officers  to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  States 
and  persons  to  whom  they  belong/' 

Besolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  bo  directed  to  make  ap- 
plication to  his  Britanic  Majesty's  Generals  commanding  at  New 
York  and  Quebec  for  the  immediate  delivery  to  persona  authorised 
to  receive  them,  of  all  Archives,  records,  Deeds  and  W^^  belong*, 
ing  to  any  of  the  United  States  or  to  any  of  \heir  Gitisens  which 
ni^  have  &llen  into  the  bends  of  any  o(  his  Britannia  iMajesty'a 
O^Dcers  during  the  ooncae  of  the  Wat. 

QHA.  THOMSON,  Seoy- 
Indorsed^ 

1783  Peoaylvania,  August  2Ut.  Resolution  of  Congress  respec- 
ting delivery  of  Archives,  Deeds,  Papers  &c^,  by  the  British 
(generals. . 

*  See  '^  Beo. ,  Vol.  XUI.,  p.  6B1. 
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CouHTt  Town  of  WsmMOBKLAim  Co.,  1788. 

Htmuui  T6wD|  Angust  2Mf  1783. 
Sir, 

We  Received  yonr  kind  favour  of  the  24 th^  April  last  &  are. 
mach  Obliged  to  yoa  for  joar  kind  Instmctiona  Reapeetiog  the 
Porohaae  of  a  Piece  of  GrouDd  to  build  a  Court  Boose  &  Goal  ilur 
the  Qtilitj  of  the  CooDtv.  We  the  Sabscribers  Tmateee  for  the 
CoQDty  of  Weetmorelandy  having  met  &  npon  the  reconsidering  the 
ritnatum  of  the  Covntyi  ft  having  a  doe  regard  to  thoae  cooilieA  to  be 
laid  off^  we  do  certify  Hannas  Town  is  the  most  Central  &  Conve- 
nient  place  fer  the  holding  the  Coorts  of  Jodicatore  in  the  said 
Coonty. 

Witness  oor  Hands  the  day  &  year  above  Written. 

JOHN  CAVET, 
JOSEPH  BRWIN, 
BOB'T.  HANJTA,  Trostees. 

Directed, 
To  hi*  Sxeelleiioy  John  Diekinsoiiy  Esqvire^  Ptes'dt  and  tie  JSn* 

preasM  Bxeeotive  Connottof  the  State  of  Pennojlvaniai  Philadelphia. 


MfiMORiAL  OF  Major  MichaiUi  Btan,  1788. 

May  it  please  ybor  Ezoellencyi 

In  Janoary  1776, 1  received  recruiting  orders  from  Col.  Wayne 
hftving  had  Uie  i^pointment  of  Lieu't  in  Can't  Laoys  company  and 
A^jotanit  to  the  Beg't,  The  recrfits  I  had  raised  I  marehed  to 
Gbestev  delivered  them  to  the  Commanding  officer  who  ordered  them 
to  be  bilittedon  the  InhabitanlSi  •$  we  were^not  then  fomished  with 
Tenta  or  Camp  eqoipfge.  My  doty  as  Adjutant  engirossed  my  whole , 
time  and  attentaoui  oonsequently  the  Capt.  1st  Lieu't  and  Ensigo 
commanded  and  regulKted  the  Company j  notwithstanding  this  I 
was  served  last  Thorsday  at  Chester  with  a  Ca.  Sa..  obliged  to  pay 
XIO  specie  for  the  Soldiers  Board  or  go  to  Goal.  M^  sitoation  was 
peeoliafi  on  bosiness  of  conseqoenoefrom  Alex*  (where  I  now  reside) 
to  Ihu  CityiOne  day's  delay  would  have  injured  me  capitally,  I  there- 
fore ^ve  my  note  for  that  sum  payable  in  one  Month.  I  hope  yoor 
BxceTlency  will  take  this  affiuf  into  consideration  and  not  let  me 
wffer  onjostly  as  I  can  assure  yoor  Excellency  that  all  the.  Money 
I  received  for  4  years  service  would  not  am*  lo  that  sura  in  specie 
nithe^  I  was  a  smve  to  the  Army  from  the  commeneemeiit  of  the 
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War  till  I  remgned,  having  eerred  as  Adjataat)  Brigade  Major, 
Inapeotor  of  a  Brigade,  «Qd  Diviaioa  &o. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
.  your  £xoellencj8  ob't  Scrv't, 

MICHAEL.  RYAN. 
Phil'a  Ang't  24th  1782. 
DtrecUdj 
To  Exoellencj  John  Piokinaon,  Esq**^ 


OoiufxssioirBSB  OF  Taxes  No&thajcpton,  Co.  178fi. 

Baaton,  Avgoat  25fth|  1783. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  Jul  J  2ith,  1783,  inolositig  a  dnpHoate  of  yoar  Letter 
of  May  20th,  haft  beea  veoeivBd — permit  ns  to  assure  yon  that  we 
reoeived  the  Beprssentations  of  Council  on  the  Subject  of  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  this  County  with  every  mark  of  Respect,  and 
paid  every  attention  to  them,  that  b  due  to  that  honorable  Body. — 
lio  Exertions  on  our  parts  have  been  wanting;  But  the  Arguments 
derived  from  the  Effects  of  War,  which  you  are  pleased  te  say  have 
hitherto  been  urged  with  great  plausibility,  do  not  yet  cease  to: 
operate.  We  sincerely  rejoice  at  the  prospect  we  now  have  of  sooa 
enjoying  the  Blessings  of  peace»  &  we  should  be  ungrateful  indeed, 
if  we  did  not  cheerfully  contribute  all  in  our  power  to  reward  the 
brave  &  deserving  Men  whp  have  contributed  Eight  years  military 
Services  to  thel^fenoe  of  their  Country;  but  Money  has  not  yet 
began  to  circulate  at  this  distance  from  the  Capital,  &  it  is  yet  too 
early  for  the  I  nhabitaots  to  have  received  any  Profit  from  their  late 
Harvest.  It  h  Inability  alone,  k  not  a  backwardness  of  Dimpositioa 
that  has  prevented  the  payment  of  «n  w6  are  in  arrear.  It  is  in 
vain  to  expose  the  Goods  of 'the  Inhabitants  for  Sale,  for  there  are 
none  to  be  purchasefrs.  We  know  the  Demand  Government  must 
at  this  Juncture  have  fbr  Money,  k  we  are  snxious  that  the  honor 
of  Council  k  the  State  should  be  supported.  Please  to  assure 
Council,  we  will  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  to  have  their  Wi^*  s 
k  Commands  comply'd  with,  ft  we  femain  Sir, 

With  much  respect, 
Your  obedient  H^*?  Servants^ 

HBNRY  BANNETT,    • 
^    HBNRY  LAWALL, 
Commissioners  North.  County. 
Directed^  (On  Public  Service.) 

John  Armstrong,  Jttn%  Ssq',  ScVy  to  tbi  Sup.  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Jqhv  NicHOLfiOH  fo  Pftsi.  SiOKiMasv  1788. 

J  Aug"  25<^,  1783.    " 

beg  leave  to  Beqvest  that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  upon  the 
^treamrer  in  mj  favor  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  ponnda  specie  to  defray 
ike  Contingent  Bzpenses  of  the  Office,  for  which  sum  I  will  ao- 
oonnt. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
With  Reepeet  Sir, 
Tonr  Most  Obed. 
Hamble  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed f 
Hia  Bxoell^  The  Prend.^  in  Cooneil. 


B.SHOiUAKn  TO  Wm.  Moorb,  1788. 

I  oommnnioated  jonr  reqneet  to  my  Father  respecting  the  Goff o- 
ration  papers,  &c.,  &c.,  early  after  mv  arrival  in  tiib  City,  who 
very  ehearfully  consented  to  deliver  them  to  any  person  properly 
anthorised  to  receive  them,  and  the  more  so,  as  having  come  to  the 
reeolntion  of  ermbarking  for  Enghdid.  It  cannot  after  thia  determina- 
tion be  attributed  to  those  unworthy  motives  wch.  his  many  kind 
oflioea  to  Amerioao  naval  prinners  and  others  daring  the  last  five 
years  of  the  War,  has  been  nngeneronsly  imputed. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem, 
and  Bespect,  &c. 

B.  SHOEMA^R. 
New  ToA,  A^g*  28, 1788. 

Dtrededy 
William  Moore|  Esq^  In  Philadelphia. 


Wardbsts  of  Philadelphia  to  Prbs*  Dickinson,  1783. 

To  Hia  ExoeIlen<9  the  President,  tuA  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Exeeative  Coanot  of  the  State  Pennsylvania. 

Tke  Wardens  lor  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  beg  leave  to  Inform 
thai  in  Obedience  to  the  Order  of  Council  of  the  10th  Jnne^t^ 
they  AdvertiML  in  the  several  News  Papers  of  t^s  City,  for  all 

*  8ee  GoL  Reo.,  YoL  XIU.,  p.  671.     f  See  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  XHI.,  p.  696. 
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persons  willing  to  Undertake  the  Removal  of  the  Cbev^ux  De 
Freize  from  the  Chanel  of  the  Ktbt  Delaware^  to  send  in  tliieir  pro- 
poBitions  by  the  first  day  of  Jnly  last ;  we  are  sorry  to  say  this 
mode  Jiad  noi  the  desivad-  ^^i  as  no  proposals  have  been  made* 
One  mtn.  Indeed  offered  to  Superintend  the  business  for  One 
Ouinea  ^  Day,  but  as  this  was  foreign  to  our  Idea^  of  oonsequeno%. 
no  Notioci  was  taken  of  it.  ^ 

We  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  that  ip  Obedienee  to  Bequest  of" 
Gouneil  of  the  5th  Inst  *we  hare  employed  Mess"  HaBlewpoi.i&  Joy 
to  Make  Out  an  Exact  Survey  of  the  bed  of  the  River  Delaware, 
from  this  City  to  the  lowermost  Part  of  BiHi^gs  Port,  so  as  to 
Include  the  Situation  of  the  whole  of  the  Gheveauz  De  Freize. 

This  Business  we  Expect  will  be  oompleated  early  in  the  next 
week. 

We  tre  His  Excellenc/s 

and  the  Councils  Most 

Ob«Hum»Scrv% 

FRANS.  GDRNKY, 
JOSEPH  BLEWfiR, 
JOS.  DEAN. 

Wardens  of  P.  Philad. 
Philad%  Aug*  26th,  1783. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pass.  Diokinsok,  1788, 

Comptroller  Ganerals  Offioe. 

Aug*,  26*  1788.     • 
Sir, 

Th«ps  are  -Applieations  Made  to  me  by  the  Artillery  Artifioen 
under  the  Command  of  Capt""  Wylie  and  Jordan  for  the  ^ratnity 
of  Nine  pounds  allowed  by  the  Assembly  to  Retain  soldiers  pctr 
Resolution  of    the  8*  March,   1781 — ^a  doubt  arises  with  me 
whether  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Said  Resoltttion,'a8 
they  were  not  Adopted  by  the  state,  as- part  of  our  Line  untill  some 
time  in  1782, 1  pray  the  Instructions  of  the  HonUe  the  Council. 
And  Have  the  Honor  to  be, 
widi  great  respeot,  Toqr 
Skcdl^  Ob^:  Servn 
T  ,.        JNO.  »ICHOLSO»:i 

'  His  tbecellenoy^  The  President  of  Penna. 
•;       -  *  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol  3011.,  p,  687. ' 
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Jam'  LvKBirs  SBe*T  to  Pbm.  Diokihsov,  1798. 

■    '  * 

"Saw  Gen»«  Ofice, 

28«  August,  X78S.   ^ 
Sfr, 

Agrecabk  to  ;our. Order  of  the  10^^  of  Juue  laat^  a  Number  oi 
Snrvejon  have  been  Appointed,  and  Received  their  Orders  for 
Surveying  the  land  that  is  lo  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  Certificatei^ 
of  Depreciation,  and  are  gone  forward  on  that  Service^  and  the^ 
others  are  ready  to  follow^  so  as  to  be  there  the  10*^  of  next  Months 
They  have  Requested  that  I  wou'd  apply  to  Council  for  Orders  to 
General  Irvine  at  Fort  Pitt,  to  afford  them 'a  Guard  while  in  that 
■ervioe,  Tor  at  least  while  they  run  the  West  k  North  Boqndacic^  of 
s*  Tract,;  as  they  look  on  it  not  very  safe  to  proceed  without^  and  i* 
will  be  a  great  hardship  on  them  to  go  there  A.  not  be  able  to  pra 
ceed  to  business  so  is  to  do  all,  or  the  greatest  part  ol  it  this  FaU. 
I  Semaln  Toa»|  to  Smnt.  - 

JNO.  LUKEN8, 
See'y.* 
JDxrteted^ 

To  His  EziDtlleneji  John  Didkiason,  £b«,  Preside.,  prestni. 


BsPOKT  ov  OoMMiTiBB  OP  Absbmblt— Qov.  Rotaisoir's 
Lbiibbs,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania;  In  General  Assembly,  \ 

Thursday,  August  28,  1783. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  read  August  27  instant,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Governor  Harrisons  letters,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
adwted  as  fdloirs,  via. 

Tour  eoitamittee  to  whom  wss  referred  the  consideration  of 
Governor  Harrisons  letters  of  the  12th  of  June,  and  23d  o£  JU) 
last,  wherein  it  appears  that  complaint  hath  been  made  to  the  ex- 
ecutive of  Virginia  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  tract^oC 
eoootry  which  fails  Tby  the  extention  of  the  temporary  line  betwixt 
the  two  States)  withm  the  bounds  ol-this  state,  that  the  conditions 
vpoo  which  said  line  was  acceded  to,  have  been  departed  firom,  by 
this  Stale,  and  measares  wd^pted  which  deprive  them  of  tliose  rights 
which  they  held  under  Virginia,  and  fully  confirmed  in  the  Agree- 
meot  entered  into  by  bo^i  SMe<rf  previous  to  the  running  the  iSbre- 
nid  temporary  line,  also  that  prosecutions  were  commenced,  and 
judgment  awarded  against  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  for  obeying 
tbe  orders  of  that  State,  i»evious to  the  ruAoiegaaid  line,  whereby 

*  iSee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIH.,  p.  6W.    •  *' 


ih«  lata  oitisens  of  that  state  are  haraaaed  and  oppreiMd  widi  ezpeiioe 
for  pcrfcrming  the  eerviee  whMl  th^  <med.to  their'Q#u#pQr  I,  doly 
oonsidering  the  substanee  of  the  foregoing  oomplainta^  together  with 
the  report  of  the  prothenytq7  of  Waahington  ooonty,  who  was 
directed  bj  the  Ezeoatiye  of  this  State,  to  enquire  folly  into  the 
aforeeaid  premises.— -rBeg  leave  to  report,  that  the  foregoins  eom* 
nlaints  are  gronnjiless,  with  respect  to  ai^y  infrinffements  havbg 
neeh  made  on  the  title  of  any  lands  acquired  nnaer  tbe  State  of 
Virginia,  and  that  an^  suits  that  were  institnted  against  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cox  and  others,  were  owing  to  their  imprudeiit  conduct  in 
toecttting  orders,  that  were  issued  by  that  State  subsequent  to  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  this  &  the  State  of  Virginis,  notwith- 
Standing  in  the  trial  of  the  said  suit,  the  said  GoTonel  Cox  waa 
ftequitlted  (with)  paying  the  Clerks  fees  only. 

Your  dommitteer  nirtfa^t  considering  that  part,  df  Qovemor 
HaMsons  letter  wherein  he  propose^  running  this  boundary  line 
l^twton  thh  and  the  State  of  Vitgrnia,  as  agreed  upon  by  tbe  Gom- 
missidners  at  Baltimore  in  tbe  year  1779,  and  taking  into  view  the' 
unhappy  sitnatioii'  of  the  go«d  eiftlieiis  of  this  State  settled  in  Waah- 
ingtek  odautj  Aop,  and  the  evil  consequences  that  may  attend  delay 
in  matters  of  such  importance,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Bet^titive  OouneU  be  (ditocM)  to 
correspond  with  tbe  Executive  of  Virginia,  upon  the  suoject  of  fix- 
ing the  mode  and  the  most  convenient  time  for  establishing  finally  the 
boundary  line  betwixt  that,  and  this  State,  and  that  they  be 
antheriasd  immediately  to  ap^int  Commissioners  on  the  part  ox  thia 
State,  who,  in  conjanctioa  with  those  to  be.  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Virffinia,  shall  run  the  said  line^  this  House  being  sincerely  disposed 
finaUy  to  ascertain  the  boundary  between  the  two  States  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

Extract  from  the' minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  A««  Clerk 

of  the  General  AssemUyk 
hAried^ 

'  S9tli  Aug.  1788,  Report  of  a  oommittee  of  the  House,  upon  the 
subject  of  Gov.  Harrison's  letters  read  &  adopted  by  the  house. 


JOSN^  NlOHOIfftON  TO  PitlA.  DljCKfiWWi;  1783w 

Comp*  Qen.  Office^ 

Sep' ad>tl783i  . 

Biiv  ♦ 

AppUcatioa  hath  been^  made  to  me  in  behadf  of  some  of  these 
Traitors  whose  Estates  have  been  Oonfinfated  and  sold,  for  a  Certified 


|M»iiai  #f  th«  ftjiMMM'tff  ifae  84le«-^TIi$ttiKy doubt  is  done  in  order 
tosolicii  t^'lMtidb'-CdWtibi'.soiiie  vompemfiation  on  acoonnt  of 
Hieir  losBM— I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  addee  and  diroction  of  your  £z- 
oeUeney  and  Conneil  whetber  there  be  a|i j  4P9r(]f  riety  in  giTihg  it. 
I  have  the  HoUiPr  to  be 

yow  Hccy'i  most  obedlend 

and  yerj  Humble  Serv'ty 

JNO.  OTCHOfiSW^ 
Dinded, 
To  His  Eze'j  the  Presidentin  Conneil. 


Shabp  Delant  to  Skc't  Armstrong,  It 88. 

Tuesday  Sfowinj/Sep^'Sld^  TfiSi  . 
DearSnr, 

Among  the  business  transmitted  by  Conneil^  a  Petition  or  Kernel 
rial  of  Cap'n  Dane  of  the  ship  Be  -l^staiDg  is  m^ntioned^  '&  referred 
to  a  Committee — ^The  Clerk  of  onr  House  says  ha  neyer  saw  it— 
The  Gapt'n  b  stseat'for  ^Mine  Betetminaiaon^  as  he  lyes  at  a  great 
daOr  expanee.  I  wonkl  therefore  request  you  may  transmitt  the 
said  Mem*  to  your  humble 

SHARP  DBLANF. 

To  Major  Armstrong. . 


JOJEOr  NiOHOLBpH  TO  PR«B:  DiOEIOTON,  1768. 

Comp.  Oeni^l  0£oe,    . 

PUlad.  Sepr  2d,  ITto. 
«r, 

I  do  myself  the  Honpr  to  IncSose  a  X^etter  from  ^ames  Settrle^  Ss<j[. 
late  Commissioner  for  Negociating  ft  foreign  Loan  for  the  use  of  this 
State,  in  ^swer  to  one  I  ha^  wrote  requesting  him  to  adcbntifir  fot 
ttionies  ad?anoed'fa!m,  before  he  sat  out  for  £urope-r-your  3Sxoe)l6noy 
and  OoancQ  will  peroeiTO,  that  he  wishes  your  Honorable  Board  tp 
eall  him  to  a  settlement  of  his  ficoounts,  b^  refering  them  to  the 
ilecmon  of  Indifferent  persons.  The  part  which  I  conoeiyebe  Irishes 
to  have  determined  fat  that  way  is  the  Compensation  for  his  senrioes, 
othenrise  I  suppose  I^e  would  haye  no  objection  against  haying  Ua 
Boeoubt  settled  in  the  ^oommon  and  Legal  manner — ^As  the  allowanoa 
for  his  Serffalea  is  a  matteir  af  foomoiah  IdDagnitvde  iot  me  to  deter* 


iBiD«--I  beg  leave  to  reqo^tluifc  the  fiottoieUe^he  (kmorii  aef 
toke  each  order  tbereia  as  4a  their  pfudenfe.may  aoeai  beet. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  Highest  respeet 

your  Excelleney'ff 

Most  OVt  Sery't, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

To  His  Bxoell'j  The  Piesid't  in  Goanoil. 


Pebs.  of  Congbbss  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

,     .  Princton  Sept'r  Sd,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  hfie  Ae  honor  of  endoBing  to  joor  Exeellenej  the  Oopj  of  an 
Aot  of  Congress  of  the  2l8t  Ultimo,  in  whieh  jonr  Stale  mMf 
possibly  be  interosted*. 

I  am  with  very  great  respeet 
yont  Ezeellfifncy^s 

most  Obd't&  Teiy  H'ble  Serv?t, 

BLIAS  BOUDINOT  * 
Directed, 
To  His  Exoellenoy  John  Dickinson,  fisq'r. 


COHMISSIONBRS    OF    WeSTMORBLAND    TO    PrBS.  DiGEtNSOK, 

1788. 

WestmorelandiJonnty,  September  4%  1788. 
Honoured  Sir, 

Reoeifsd.yoar  Oireular.  Letter  of  the  24^^  of  Jnly  Last  yesterday, 
and  beggs  leave  to  inform  yonr  Honour  that  we  have  done  all  in  . 
our  Power  to  raise  the  SnppUes  of  onr  County  for  the  last  Year — 
but:Mi]p  NpCion  of  Virginia  affected  the  People  of  one  Township  so 
much  as  to  cause  them  to  pursue  the  Assessor  with  arms  and  Fire 
after  him  ao  that  we  could  do^  obtain  the  Property  of  that  Township, 
for  which  Reason  we  could  not  proceed  to  Quota  the  County.  Th^ 
iime  fpr  this  year  was  far  elapsed  hefore  the  3upply  Law  came  to 
hand  j  immedi&tely  after  we  proceeded  to  our  duties,  and  is  likely 
to  meet  with  bad  Success,  many  of  the  Assessors  not  making  any 
Betums,  which  puts  back  Business,  and  eipeots  that  matters  will  be 
much  as  they  were  last  Year. .  Beggs  Your  directions  how  to  pror 
ceed  if  they  should — Hostilities  has  ceased  qn  Our  frontier  since 
Ibe  Spring,  but  the  Inhabitants  dare  not  Venture,  as  yet,  to  their 
iPlaceS;  near  one  Half  of  the  County  being  Evacuated,  and  it  will 

.     .     :  .f  JOa  was^eotedJPrsridaat  of  Oongvets,  Nov.  4, 1782.        .      . 


Mi  be  in  imr  Paw^  U  |eU  Jm  B#lnm  of  the  LMdi-wmi-db 
every  thing  we  Posaiblj  can  in  Bxefdon  of.  our  dntMs  »i  Oomsui- 
euMMTfli  and  hopes  j[om'U  overlook  the  iiaotes  that  we  eaanoH  posn- 

.  •  We  me.  Honored  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Bespeol,     -  ^ 
jour  Honor's  most  Obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

W-  TODD,  ") 

JOSEPH  H'GtABRAUOH,  C  Comaissiotters. 

W-JACK.  ) 

To  his  Ezedlency  John  Dickinson^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs.  Diokxnson    to  Joan  Wmn^  1788. 

«r,  . 

It  is  the  sense  of  Conneil  that  a  stock  of  eight  weeks'  provision 
Ibr  the  Complete  Companies  of  60  privates  each,  be  immediately 
kid  in  at  Wyoming  for  the  subsistence  of  that  Garrisoo.  To  this 
pnrpose,  Conneil  have  written  to  Captains  Robinson  &  Shrawder-^- 
witn  directions  tooonsnlt  yon  upon  the  subject; — inquiring  into  the 
quantity  you  may  now  have  on  hand,  &  whether  yon  trill  engage  to 
eontraot  Ibr  the  supply  of  the  rest.  They  have  the  orders  of  this 
.iKMord,  to  confirm,  the  contract,  ft  their  assurances  that  money  shaA 
^ot  be  wanting  to  discharge  it.  To  this  preference  Council  conceive 
yon  to  be  entitled,  ft  from  your  general  Acquaintance  w^  the  busi- 
ness, &  the  fidelity  w^  w^  you  have  fulfilled  your  late  engagements. 
Yon  will  see  the  necessity  of  deoidiug  at  once,  as  the  InstrucUons 
of  Council  direct  that  Captains  Robinson  &  Shrawder  shall  commit 
it  to  some  other  penon,  should  it  be  inconvenient  for  you  to  perform 
it  immediately.    • 

/luforsM^,— 1783,  September  5th. 


iNBTBUCTIOirS  TO  MXSSBS.   BOBIHSOl^  AND  ShUAITDSB, 

1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphis,  September  5thi  1788. 
'Gentlemen : 

In  consequence  of  a  Conference  with  a  coinnfrittee  of  the  General 
Assembly,  it  is  judged  proper  that  you  should  be  reminded  in  a  narUeu- 
lar  manner  oonstantly  to  employ  the  utmost  vigilanoe  and  alertness 


(MO  smNSXIFJOflA  ASkOrnntM  'W4ik 


4n  Onk^&mOkfdl  UiaBMral  WilMfaig,  i^d%r  iniiiiUfliJiig tU 
•fotk.wbevi  yoii  are  now  0teii«iMid. 

>i  -It  is  eeqiectad  tbat  ymi  will  be  in  perfbol  prepaitttioii  %t  trrerf 
moment  io  reeiet  any  hoetile  attempt,  whether  opehly  orlnfliWably 
made.  Amimg  other  atteatiow^  it.wfll  be  iii&pei!iaN^  neoeaBarj 
for  this  pnrpbeei  that  great  oare  should  be  takea  not  to  suffer  the 
8oldierS|  on  anypretenoe  whateyer,  to  absent  ^hemseWes  from  the 
Garrison,  either  m  an  indefensible  situation,  or  beyond  the  reach  of 
yonr  immediate  recall. 

.  It  ii  thoaght  absolutely  noeemry  by  Coancil,  that  a  supply  of 
two  Months'  provisions  for  both  oompaoies,  ealculating  upon  the 
oompleat  establishment  of  sixty  priyates  to  each  companyy^be'ioiBib- 
diately  oonyeyed  into  the  Fort;  so  that  the  Oarrisoa  m^  i^o^  ip.any 
manner  depend  upon  provisions  from  without  during  that  period-  . 

That  a  single  moment  may  not  be  lost — the  important  charge  of 
proouring  this  supply  is  prindpaily  Committed  to  you — for  tho',  to 
guard  against  the  expenoe  of  a  double  purchase,  it  may  be  hichly 
neoessacy  to  eoi^rndt  M'  Wdtale,  and  lean  Ibem  lam  what  8tod[  of 
provisions  he  has  now  on  hand,  and  what  additional  quantity  hp 
^may  engage  to  proeufe,^-yet  it  is  Intirely  the  sense  of  GoanqB,  that 
.should  ne  discover  the  least  indifference  in  accepting  the  .businesf, 
or  delay  in  the  execution  of  it,  you  will  yourselves  prooeed  to  oomi- 
^leat  bis  purchases)  •  should  they  be  de&nent,  and  oontiact  for  their 
transportations.  Money  shall  not  be  wanting  to  fiiMl  the^ 
enea^emeniiB, 

[  It  is  also  our  desire,  that  as  long  as  it  may  be  neo^sapury  to  keq^ 
'.«p  the  Garrison,  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  IfonUMi  provided  fof 
ly  this  order^  it  shall  at  no  rutm«  tim^  be  left  without  a  supply  ci^ 
one  Months'  provision  ia  stock,  ^This  yo^  wUl  regard  a^  aatanooiig 
order. 

With  the  most  entire  reliance  uppn  yojor  fidelityi  prvdff^^p^juad 
.actiYlty— -I  am,  Gepilameijij    . 

Yim  most  obedi^t  eervanti 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* '; 

P.  S. — On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  immediately  transmit  a 
return  of  the  present  efficient  force  of  the  Companies  under  your 
command^  wiA  a  state  of  your  asdinuniti^n  and  arqas. 

'^he  inclosed  letter  to  be  sealed  ai|d  forwarded  to  M'  Weitzle. 

DirecUd^ — On  public  service. 
Osplaifis  Bobinson  and  Bfarawder,  of  the  Rangers  at  Wyoming, 
♦flee  OoL  E«5.,  Vol.  XIH.,  p.  "toS. 


wwBsmvnhMk  AMomB  vm.        loi 

TiKLBQATRS  lir  OOKGRBSS  TO  ^RBS.  DlCKINSOlil^  1T88, 

gir,        . 

,  We  b&ve  t))d  Hoaoor  to  liyr,  before  the  fiqnUe  Cooii^y  Coma  ol 
tfbndr;  Papera  relative  to  the  ^taatioo  of  A&tira  witb  tfafs  Hofttil^ 
Indiaas  &  respecting  the  Poste  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Northern.  A  Western  Frontiers  pOw od  bj  the  3!i»eps  of 
His  Brittannie  ^i^es^,  r^hese  i^apers  ace  referred  to  Committees 
who  have  not  yet  reported.  When  any  prooeedings  are  had  in  Con- 
grees  we  shall  duly  lay  them  before  the  Council  to  whom  we  shall 
transmit  any  ftirther  information  which  may  be  received,  on  thip 
Subject. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be,     ' 

with  the  greatest  Bespeot  &  Esteem 

your  rery  obed.  Servants^ 
JAMBS  WILSON, 
RtCHARD  PBWBRS, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 

We  also  tansmit  a  Copy  of  the  Finanoier'B  StatemsBlt  of  the  B^f* 
aiealf  msde  by  the  mmmil  BtsAes  ia  Ooi^seqiieneeof  fthefitiqviiitiMis 
of  rOoDgroBs  for  the  year  U£2. 

Bis  Jihroelfeofoy  1'he  President  &  l%o  HonUe  S.  B.  Coaneii  of 
¥U]adelJ>bn. ' 


ta  Qoo^cil,  September  i%  178S.  ] 

perfectly  coni^iiioed,  that  a  Bemrd  ^or  Justice  lias  Pli^  in  $afi1^ 
a  Character  as  you  holi,  I  am  induced  to  make  a  Kej[ue3k  in  Behalf 
flf  t^is.  Slitoj  ifhfch,  I  bopor  '^^^^  ^^^^  ^^b  your  entjl^resH^bfi^ni 
A  of  course  be  attencled  with  the  desirod  succ^. .  . 

Several  narts  of  this  State  h&ye  "been  lately  infested  hy%  sett  of 
Bobbers,  &  particularly  by  some  of  them  wi4hfn  these^  last  five 
months  who  ^ave  oommitted  many  enormoue  crimes^  &  in  a  very 
omel  manner.  Information  has  been  received,  that  some  of  these 
offenders  are  now  in  New  Tork.  Their  names  are  mentioned  in  the 
inclosed  proclamations  &  Certificates*  Indictments  &  Outlawry. 

It  is  my  Duty,  to  endeavour  that  the  laws  should  be  vindicatedy 
&  protection  afforded  to  the  good  People  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  mei^ 
ited  punishment  of  such  atrocious  &  dangerous  Criminals.    Since 

»  See  Col.  E«).,  VoL  XIII.,  p.  687. 
5* 


IM  nB!IN8n.TJk3IIA  ABOtOVIB  mSL 

tbey  haTe  al  prawnt  avoided  it  bj  fii(|hty  I  am  happy^  thai  jou  it  is 
who  BMist  detennine  irhether  tluU  aign  of  g^t  shall  aenre  them 
inatead  of  Tanooenoe. 

Permit  me  then,  earnestly  to  denre,  that  yon  wiU  be  pleased  to 
give  proper  orders  for  seonring  those  of  the  offiinders  who  are  within 
TOUT  linesi  &  for  the  Delivery  of  them  to  the  person  who  will  have 
the  Honor  of  presendng  this  Letter,  in  snOh  manner  that  they  may 
fee  safely  broaght  to  this  Oity. 

I  am  with  Sentfanents  of  very  sinoere  Beq^eet, 

Sir,  yonr  Exeelleney's  most  <^>edient 
and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 
Hb  Ezoellency  General  Carleton. 


iKSiEUCTtoBB  FOE  Oaptain  Elijah  Wbbb,  1788. 

To  yon  Sir,  Gonneil  have  oommitted  the  delivery  of  the  lettera 
i^dosecL  .  That  to  Governor  Livingston  is  expressive  of  oar  wishes 
that  the  State  of  New  Jersey  may  render  snch  assistanoes  to  yon  in 
the  &rther  ezecntion  of  this  business^  as .  he.  may  think  neoessary* 
The  letter  to  General  Carleton  is  aceompanied  by  such  proclamation^ 
and  oertifioates  of  indictment  and  outlawry  under  the  Seal  of  the 
State  as  will  determine  the  justice  of  our  request,  and  we  flatter 
ourselves  the  aquieecenoe  of  the  GeneraL 

If  these  hopes  be  well  founded,  He  will  issue  an  order  for  the 
appreheitexotf  of  the  several  persons  mentioned  in  (he  indceed  list, 
and  prqbably  commit  some  part  of  the  management  to  you.  It  will 
therefote  be  proper  before  you  leave  this  City  to  possess  yourself  of 
M  correct  a  description  of  the  ^en  as  possible  and  it  may  not  be  amiss 
tipon  your  arrival  at  New  York  to  attach  yourself  to  some  one 
iwouainted  with  their  persons  and  places  of  abode. 

We  need 'scarcely  suggest  that  next  to  the  most  inviolable  seereey 
the  conduct  of  this  busmess  will  require  the  utmost  dbpatch. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 


nOmirLTAKLL  ,&iIIOHITBB  I78t.  Itt 

Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1788. 

.   .*  .        ■  > 

.'LiGoanoil;  September  5<^,  1783. 
Sir, 

.  I  haw  iUs  Dftj  vriiteiL  to  Otoena  Oidekni^  to  iv^Mittt 
Delivery  of  acme  very  atrocious  &  dangerous  offenden  igrfpit  ihk 
Laws  of  this  State,  who  aooordiog  to  Information  reoeived  are  noir 
IB  NewTork.  M'  Weede  who  will  have  the  Honor  of  DeliT^fing 
ihis  hMUf  is  eharsed  with  the  Dispatches  for  the  Genend,' A  i*  tp 
recbive  the  CriminidB  if  delivered. 

As  it  ma^  be  absolately  neoessaryi  in  order  to  eonduct  iheqi 
•alelj.to  this  City,  that  some  assistance  should  be  given  by  yovqr 
Stato  on  this  ooeasioo,  I  shall,  and  I  am  persuaded  this  C<HDmp«k- 
wealfth  will  Wrongly  feel  the  chlii^on,  if  you,  Sir^  will  t>e  so  gee4 
fm  to  give  the  proper  orders  for  this  Purpose. 

I^  may  also  he  as  necessa^,  that  tl^e  O^neial  should  be  iniormei 
of  your  Intentions,  so  thai  tha  Measures  he  may  be  dispfHMfd  to  ^k^ 
may  coincide  with  them^  &  leave  no  opportunity  to  the.  offandeni  ^ 

Anv  expences  iiMsiwed  in  Conseanence  of  your  Orders  will  b# 
•idieerroUy  &  gratefully  defrayed  by  tnis  State. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

.  Sir,  your  B;co6lleney's  , , 

most  ob«  b  most  Hhle  Ser*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 

HirBzoelleney  Ooverqor  Livingston. 


Oath  op  Ebwabd  Pox,  as  Commissionbr,' 1788. 

State  of  Peiknsylvania,  Sb*, 

I  Edward  Fox  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  truly  and  fidthiully 
execute  the  Oflioe  of  Commissioner  for  adjusting  the  Accounts  of  the 
General  Hospital  to  which  I  am  appointed,  and  the  Powers  in  me 
Tested  by  an  Act,  entitled  *'  An  Act  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  of  the  United  States,''  &c.,  without  favor,  affedleii, 
liatred,  or  mslicc,  according  to  die  best  of  my  judgment  and 
abifities. 

EDWARD  FOX. 
8«»  of  Sep.,  1788. 


iM        swnxnsrtjBA  AaouivAB  im. 


GOHHISSIOirBBS  OF  PflXLADBLPHIA  TO   COUNCIL— OlD  JaIL^ 

YISB. 
To  His  Ezoellenej  John  Dickioson  Eaq.^  President  and  ,^ 
fldntea^ettltt  S^mdm  ExMmAw  OmumU  t£  tbe  CoMlDiarttftk  of 

:-  We  866  by  a  paragrapli  in  CooneiUi  Message  to  the  Hoase  ^ 
AssefliUy,  that  a  preference  seems  to  be  given  to  the  apfHropriation 
of  the  Ground  on  which  the  old  G«oI  and  irofk  H^ense  stands  Ao<, 
tat  an  Ezchangei  and  by  a  resotve  of  the  Bonorable  Boose  of 
IdLsflembl^,  that  a  oemmittee  is  appointed  to  eonfer  whh  yonr  Henep- 
|M»  Boards  on  that  bosiness  $  We  hqie  it  is  not  meant  thait  tlia 
«p{»oprialiea  ahorid  be  made  wtthont  a  soffdeiit  eempensalita  te 
this  City  and  County ;  the  Estate  in  qnestion  wQl  neat  at  kiuH  aft 
liilftdrel  Peottdii  per  annemy  ezblnsive  of  the  Materials  n^^n^he 
^yreulsei^  whieh  we  snppose  wili  sell  for  one  thousand  FsondsL 
«1^^  we  have  seme- doubt  as  to  the  pro^iety  ef  the  Bzeeutiva 
Council  for  the  state  at  large  haying  the  disponl  of  the  y»efN»fty 
4>elenging  to  a  partioukr  County,  ezeept  in  esttrAordinary  eases,  yet 
in  the  present  instance  had  Coun<nl  sumeieatleasure  from  the  cmer 
and  in  general  more  important  concerns  of  the  State,  we  oopld  haye 
no  doubt,  but  this  business  would  be  effected  fully,  to  the  saliisfaetion 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad^phia,  in  aeoomplishing  of  whioh 
this  Board  will  be  hi^py  to  affoid  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

We  are  Gentlemen, 
Yonr  most  obedt  and  jpry  humb.  ServstUts.- 

GUNNmG  BEdFORB^ 
JOHN  BAKER, 
NATHAN  GIBSON.  * 
Philada.  Sept.  15,  17.83. 
Directedj 
His  Excellency  John  IMokinson,  Esqr.,  Preaident  &c- 


V.'  CArc  Philip  SHaAWiMi&  to  P&bb*  Dxckutson,  1783. 

Wyombg,  Septr.  17, 1783. 

,Silf   •     , 

J  In  pbooienee  to  your  Sxoellency's  .Orders  I  have  the  Benor  tf> 
transmit  a  Return  of  the  Companies,  arms  and  ammunition,  four 
Excellency'  Letter  to  Mr.  Weitael  I  have  forwarded  to  Capt. 
Robinson  who  is  at  present  in  Northumberland  to  be  delivered  by 
him,  but  as  we  received  no  supply  since  June  latt,  11  i^«ot  probable 
Mr.  Weitsel  can  have  a  stock  on  Hand. 

I  would  beg  Leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  to  maintain 


mmmmiiAin^jjm&mv^  ^^* 


m 


tbiM  Po8t»  J  Jl^ifafiMr  >»tl9|r.UisYi  tw^  NfpUipn^  extended  jnjr 
|Dfe4itiuiiar  wjpqBqibla  vi  pff,rchama  Proxw<>P'  tot  th/^Q^rKJim)^ 
Md  in  Older  to  be  fij^M^  tQ  aee  tJke  -Troopa  soppliod.  I  Mrpjaii  i>fg 
jour  JB^coUeney  luiid  &p  fiooljle.  B«ard  woiild  m  ^eaiea  to  gird^ 
JE800  to  ho  u^j^rded  po  jmb  hy  IobuJl  ISji^b^  jrhom  the  otoqit 
j^eoewily  ofbliged  mo  ip  ^Mod. 

Wjtb  tko  mtftlflBi  Bo^peot^ 
J,li»tB  ftbe  JSotor  lo  1)0  SiCy 

Yo«r  aMdboirf^0  Abtt.ckedkva^ 

M^ttO0i  hii»Ue  jBentDti    . 
PHIL.  SBRAWejBR  CEptu.  P.  R .» 

His  ^zWlenc;  Johu  DkikiMOD;  Eaqr.^  Proaident,  PUUdalpUa. 


Betoip  ef  Captnlns  Bolunimi  and  Shrawden  Compaoi^  of  PwiH 
oylvania  Rangers  stationed  at  Wyoming,  Septr.  17,  i7SS. 


Capt'n  J^binsoqU  Oomp'jr  Fit  for  Daty^ 

Sick, 

Capf  n  Qckrawder's  Comp'j  F>t  for  Daty^ 

Sick, 

Total, 

Oq^  9ox  of  Ga^rtridgesy 
66  M&aketa. 


QQ 


3  Ji 


tS 


8 

4 


1, 


i 


« 
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PHIL.  BHRAWPSI^  Oapte.  P>  &. 


BxsoLuxiojff  py  Cqkobims—Ikdxab  APiiAjcas,  1788,  . 
-The  (Tfiited  SfMes  k  OongtM  Aeaembled  Septeaiber  20tli,  17M.  ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tbe  report  of  a  Committee  com- 
wting  of  Mr.  Paane,  Mr.  Pete;r8,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr. 
A.  Lee,  to  .whom  were  referred  uistroctions  to  the  Delegates  of  Pea- 
sjlyania,  and  the  same  being  read  ae  follows  : 

'<  That  ihe  legislatare  of  PensjWania  be  informed  in  answer  to 
the  request  of  ue  Deleg;ates  of  that  State  in  eonaequenoe  of  X%- 
atmctioDs  from  the  said  legislature  of  the  13*'^  Instant. 

That  Congress  have  no  objection  to  a  conference  bein^  held  on 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Pensjlvaoia  with  the  Indiaos  on  thcir,bordcrs. 
ro<tppctin«r  a  purchase  to  -be  made  bj  &  at  the  expense  of  ihe  said 
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op^NSTiiVAAtA  ^  AilidMrvM  liSi. 


OM^,  of  kiictii  wlibiti  1%«  Ihniis  ibenof :  .]^T^«d'th)  «QgA|«ni6iit6 
'teUtiye' to  peace  or  War  wilb  die  aaSd  IiidianB  be  entered  into  by 
tbe  said  IState^  tbe  power  of  holding  treaties  on  ibia  snbjeist  bring 
created  by  the  Oonfdderation  soMj  iii  the  United  Stitea  in  Gongresa 
Aasembled,  and  ako  provided  tiiat  dtM  'hotiee  of  anoh  meeting  be 
ffiven  to  the  Exeentiyea  of  Yirg|inia  k  New  Tork  who  ahall  bare  it 
in  their  option  to  send  Commiaabnera  to  tbe  aaid  eonferenee/'. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Gerry  seconded  by 'Mr.  Bllery  that 
the  fiurther  oonaideratlon  of  the  report  l^pea^nied  until  Thnraday 
next,  and  on  the  qneatien  for|K)Btponbg,  the  yeaa  &  naya  being  re- 
qnked  by  Mr.  Qeny. 

Newbampshire.  Mr.  Foater,  ay.  VX 

MwMhvaetts.  Mr.  tierry, 


Bbode  Island. 
Gonneotieut . 
New  York. 
New  Jersey. 

PenayWania. 
Virginia. 

N^ortb  Carolina. 


♦y. 
ay. 

•y- 

ay. 
ay. 


Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  HiggensoB, 
Mr-  EUery, 
Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  S.  Hantington,  no. 
Mr.  B.  Hantington,  «y. 
Mr.  Boane,  no. 

Mr.  L'Hommedien,  ay. 
Mr.  Boudinot,  no. 

Mr.  Glarke,  no.  Vno 

Mr.  Gondtot,  ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Fitzsimmena,  no. 
Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 
Mr^  tTonee,  no. 

Mr.  Madison,  no. 

Mr.  Mereer,  no. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  no. 

Mr.  Wiljiamsoni  .no. 
Mr.  Bead,  no. 


«y 


no 


..no 


.no 


Sonth  Carolina.  Mr.  Bead,  no.  }-X 

60  die  qneatloft  waa  lost. 
The  report  having  been  then  amended  so  as  to  read, 

'^lliat  Congress  have  no  objection  to  a  conference  being  held  on 
behalf  qf  the  Stajte  of  Pennsylvania  with  tbe  Indians  on  ^heir  bor- 
ders for  the  sole  purplose  of  making  a  pnrchase  by  &  at  the  ezpenoe 
of  the  said  State  of  lands  within  the  limits  thereof;  provided  that 
dne  notice  of  snob  meetine  be  given,  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia 
ft  New  York,  who  shall  nave  it  in  th^ir  option  to  send  Gommia- 
aioners  to  the  said  Conference.'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Higgenson  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
fiirther  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  after  the  word  *^  thereof,'^  tbe 
following  words,  "after  terms  of  accomodation  shall  have  been 
agreed  on  between  the  United  States  ft  those  Indians;"  and  on  the 
-question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  the  yeas  &  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Qerry.  .^ 


FBIINSTLyii^  ABC^tSB-  1788. 


Mt 


Ndwlianipaliire 


Mr.  FoBtar, 
Mr.  Gwwjf 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  HiuMniMiy 
Mr.  Mkry, 
Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  8.  BuotiDgtoDi 
Mr.  B.  Htinlingio^ 
Mr.  I)a^6y 
Mr.  L'HomiBe«M, 
Mr.  Boodiaot^ 
Mr.  Clarke, 
Mf .  CoQ^ 
Mr.  FituunmoM, 
Mr.  Moni^aieryi 
Mr.  Jonet, 
Mr.  MadieoD/ 
Mr.  Merderi 
Mr.  Hftwldii8| 
Mr.  WilliaouKnii 
Mr.  Bead, 


•y*| 
•y- 

V 

*y- 
■y- 


*y 

•y 
Jay 

ay 


•yJ 


•y 


no 


BlM^Ialipid. 
Coaneoiieat. 
New  York. 
New  Jenej^ 

PensylTfloiia. 
YiiginuL 

Neitfi  Oaiolma. 

Boitlh  Garolixia. 
So  the  qaeelioxi  waa  loat 

A  Division  of  the  qaestioo  on  the  report  was  then  oalled  for,  k 
on  the  qiieation  to  agree  to  the  report  as  amended,  eo  fiur  aa  the  pro- 
Tiao,  thie  jeaa  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Fitnummons. 


>no 


no. 
iio. 
no. 

»y- 

•y-, 

no.  ^X 


Newhampshire. 
Maasehtisetts. 


Bhodf  Uand. 
Conn#cticat 
New  York. 


Mr.  Foster.  no.  ^X 

Mr.  Gerry,  no.  S 

Mr.  Holten,  no.  I  no 

Mr.  Higgenson,         no.  1 
Mr.  Bilery,  no. 

Mr.  Howell,  no. 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay. 
Mr.  B.  Huntington)  ay. 
Mr.  Duane,  ay. 

Mr.  L^Hommedieu,  ay^ 

>y- 

•y- 


New  JerMy. 

Mr.  Bondinot. 

Mr.  Clarke, 

Mr.  Condiet, 

Penaylvania. 

Mr.  Fitzaimmona, 

Maryland. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr,  Carroll,     • 

Yirgiaia. 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Bead, 

no 


•J 


.J.  . 

•yj 

»y-" 

ay. 
no. 

•y. 

ay. 
ay. 

ay. 

•y- 

ay, 


•y 

«y 

X 

»y 
«y 


m 


]eWfifNffJf^fA»lA  AAQHilW  H^- 


So  thii  ^QMlion  was  lopft. 
A  moiioii  was  then  uMide  kjlir.  Bnaiie  seoonded  bf  Mjl. SIhrj, 

in  tbf  woids  following : 

Whei^aa  ihe  DeiMnte  of  ihe  State  of  Pen^lvania,  Uto  laid 
before  Oongresa  a  res^aiion  of  the  leg^tore  of  Pelmlfania  in  ihe 
words  foUowsng : 
(Here  the  raKdolaon  of  the  12tii  September,  1783^  is  isiartad.)* 
And  the  laid  Delegates  baying  also  laid  before  Congress  an  ii^ 
stmotion  fisom  the  saidisgislatarb  in  the  words  following,  Tis: 
(Here  the  io8tEnelion»  sanie  date  with  resolutiony  is  inserted.) 
Resolred.  That  j^  lagudatttte  of  Peniylvania  by  inforaied  in 
answ^  t^  tfad  said  representation  that  as  soon  as  an  agreement  shall 
haye  tal^en  plaee  for  thaeassBtion  of  hostilities  between  the  United 
States  &  the  Indians  engaged  on  the  side  of  the  .Bntiih  in  ihe 
prosecnt^on.of  the  war^  (to  wUsh  measures  are  now  nnder  delibera- 
tion,) GfU^cess  will  ehaerfaUj  eonsent  to  the  negoeiation  pinpased 
by  the  fe^ature  f^r  the  Imrehftae  of  the  Indian  Claim,  to  lands 
within  t|^Q  limits  of  thaAfiWe. 

On  the. question  ^  aoree  to  ihe  foregoing  motion  ihe 
najs  Ibeipg  n^qnined  by  Mr.  Dnaae. 


and 


Newhfnnpahire. 

Massaohnsetts. 


Rhode  IslMid. 
Godbectiont. 

NewTork. 
New  dTerasy. 


PeaBjuWani^. 

Harylana. 
y  irgifiia. , 


North  Gafoli^a* 

Sooth  Canolina.* 
So  the  question  was  lost. 


v.yt. 


Mr. 

•Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 


*7-: 


W 


Mr.  Forter, 
Mr.  GeriT,  ' 
Holten, 

Jiiilery, 

Howell, 
Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay«  \ 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay.  j  *^ 
Mr.  Duane,  ay.  \ 

Mr.  L^Hommedien,  ay,  i   ^ 
Mr.  Bondinot, 
Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Condict, 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  CarroU, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 


ay.  Uy 

aj.^i. 
no. 

no.  VX 


no 


no.>X 
na| 
no.  yno 
no.  ) 

no.  j 


Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


GEO.  BOND, 

Dep^Setfr. 


*  Not  insoiiid  in  this  Copy. 


fmsmvi^ifUk  Ajsofiities  im        \(A 


JOHJJ  WkITZKI.  to  P^BS.  biCKXNSON,  .1.7^3. 

AliaiW7i8epl^Sf%178S. 

mnj  U  plenie  jour  IIzofi)]o|K|y : 

l[0^nUmeidik^  6^  ia^  did  iuit«otietoiDy1ifl«dfti91  IIm'1T% 
at  which  time  I  had  do  prairiaiia  #n  hand ;  hmreyvi^  i  «tlt  t»  tbe 
fhnmm  inmMMj,  md  d»K  iiia^B  ahttit.hatf  the  qeati^  veady 
ia  Afideiyn*  of  ir<nit  or  Five  daijfe.  Vhenat  I  wiU  ocpnplMlAii 
*  fev  dejaafter.-^  ihhnk  ^  Honoamble  €oaadl  ftr  the  y<ifft»cnqp 
4h<ar  weae  pbaaed  to  ^ifiB  me,  aad  Ifaey  nay  nMt  aaRoed  that  M> 
4Naaa  ahall  be  MnUngte.aoaiplBat  the  itimfl«s  whioh  I  •mmi^  I 
akatt  he  ^h^  to  do  aa  8oei|  iawy iothev  peraaa  wbatMeeer. 
1  am,  with  great  respe^i 

jonr  Bzoeilenoy^B  most  Obedient 

and  very  hamble  Serrai^ty 

JN«  Vr&VTZVL 
Direciedf 

RiB  Exodlenoy  John  DickinaoUi  Eiqaire,  Preaident  of  the  Ex- 
eeatiye  Coancil  of  PennayWania^  Philadelphia. 


JWTBVC^OW    J^R   Wh.    Lkb   &WJUSli$  AKP  J09ir 
McClubb,  1783.  * 

IngtanotioDa  fiir  W**  Lee  8et}eanta  b  Jaha  HoObite. 

Ton  are  to  take  imtnidiate  charge  of  the  Fort,  bnildingp  &  pnh- 
HcpE  property  dOw  remainioff  at  the  Post  of  Mclptooh  for  k  in  behalf 
of  the  State  of  PennsylTaniaTtEzoept  twopieoes  of  Iron  €annon  ^ 
aome  water  Casks,  the  property  of  the  united  States)  and  tbrep 
-thonsand  ^ores  of  land  reserved  for  the  ase  of  said  State :  whe^  tha 
tract  is  Surreyed,  yon  will  attend  A  make  yoorselyes  acqnainted  with 
the  lines ;  in  ttie  mean  fimC;  yon  will  consider  it  extending  two  milea 
np  and  down  the  riTer,  and  two  miles  back ;  yon  will  take  care  that  no 
wfMe  hi  oommitted,  or  Timber  cut  down  or  carried  off  the  premises, 
and  prohibit  hnildings  to  be  made,  or  any  Persons  making  Settlementa 
or  to  reside  thereon,  qr  from  eren  Hunting  Encampments,  nor  are  any 
more  families  to  be  permitted  than  yonr  own  to.Uvein  the  BaitlUika 
or  any  part  of  the  Tract.  In  case  of  neeessitjy  for  reoccnpyiog  the 
post  i>r  the  United  States,  yon  are  to  give  up  the  Fort  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Commanding  Continental  Officer  at  this  place,  retun* 
ing  only  such  part  of  the  bnildings  as  may  be  necessary  for  yon  to 
live  in — ^But  if  the  Troops  should  be  so  numerous  as  not  to  afford 
Toom  for  you — ^you  will  )n  that  case  occupy  the  Buildings  without  the 

*  See  page  115. 


• 

Works,  or  build  for  yoarseWoB  on  iome  oonTODieiit  place ;  bat  you 
will  on  no  Aocoant  whatever  quit  the  pl^o^  witboot  orders  from  tbe 
Ezecntive  Coaneil  of  PeDosylvania  or  their  Agent  so  to  do — Whoae 
diroctiona  von  will  hereafter  Obey  in  all  matters  relative  to  said  Post 
&  traot  of  land.  In  oase  el^^awless  Violenoe,  or  persons  attempting 
to  settle  by  force,  or  presnming  to  deistroy  any  thing  on  the  pretniseS| 
^cawiU  apply  to  Michael  Hoofiiagley  BscjiEre,  or  some  Other  jvffbioe 
by  tbe  peao^  for  Westmoreland  Ocunty. 

Fer  ydor  Oare  and  trovble  in  pierformiog  in  the  setetal  mailen 
herein  reqmredy  you  may  pat  in  Grain  &  labor  any  qwtntity  el 
gvoond  Qot  ezoeediiig  one  hundred  acres,  and  keep  or  raise  stock  to 
tbe  number  of  fifty,  head  of  homed  Oattleft  Eipit  Horses.  To« 
will  goTcm  yonitolves  by  these  instrndions  until  the  pleasure  of  ^ 
Hon^^  Council  is  signified  to  you-«4md  you  will  give  up  peaoeaUa 
possession  to  them  or  their  Order  whencTer  they  think  proper. 

Oiven  under  my  hand  at  Fort  Pitt,  Sept'  23',  1783, 

W- mVINB,  B.  Gen». 

We  severally  engage  to  conform  to  the  foregoing  instruotiona  to 
us  by  Geneial  Irvine. 

H.  Lex, 
■'  •  Jno.  MoGlubk. 

Witness, 

John  Bosi. 


Dbpositions  bbspbcting  Arrbst  ofJosbph  Doan,  1788. 

Bedford,  25%  1788. 
This  Day,  I,  Hary  Hay,  Wife  of  Thomas  Hay,  Under  Sheriff  and 
Qaoler  in  and  for  the  County  of  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
yaniay  Do  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Joseph  WUsOn,  of  tha 
State  of  Maryland,  the  Body  of  Joseph  Doan,  meQtioned  in  the  Act 
of  Assembly  entitled  "  An  Act  to  encourage  the  speedy  apprehending 
~    and  bringing  to  Justice  divers  Bobbers  Burglars  and  Felons/'  in 
tbe  Oapl  of  the  County  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  said  Act. 
Certified  the  Day  &  Tear  aforesaid  by 

her 
MABY  ><  HAY, 
Mark. 
Wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Hay. 
Witnesses  present, 

Tho«  Burd, 

Jambs  French.  ; 

Bedford  County,  Ss. 
'  We,  the  Subscribers,  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  f(^ 
the  County  of  Bedford  aforesaid,  Do  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it 


PBmWTLTANIA  ABOHITBB  inf.  lU 

fleph  WilaoD,  the,  AeMer  beroof,  deUrar  the  ftforawid  /oa«ph  D<ni« 
to  tbe  above  oamed  Morj  Haj^  Wife  of  tbe  laid  Thomaa  Bay,  (who 
18  Under  Sheriff,  and  Gaoler  in  and  for  the  Goontj.atureaaid|  aii4 
now  abroad  nwm  Mbliok  Busipees)  in  the  Qoal  aforamd  |  at.wUe^ 
Time  he  eonfeesea  to  us  that .  hie  Name  was  Joeeirii  Doani  and  tbat 
he  IB  Father  of  Aaron  .I)oan.&  Mahlon  Doan^  mentioned  in  the 
mforeeaid  Aot  of  .Aisemblj. 

In  Teetioei^  whereof,  We  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  the  eaid 
twenty-fifth  Day  of  September^  Anno  Domini,  1788. 

BARNARD  DOUOHBRTT. 
DAVID  ESPY. 


BbSOLUTIOKS   of  AsSBMBLY— PuROHASB  OV  InDIAH  IiA^D% 

1783. 

Thursday,  September  25y  1788^  A.  At-  \^ 

State  of  Pennsy Ivaniay  . . ,  j 

In  General  Assembly,  *  . 

The  eommittee  appoio^d  September  12,  made  report,  Whirii  wM 
read,  and  en  motion,  and  by  spiNiid  order,  the  same  was*  nad  the 
aeeond  time,  and  adopted,  es  follows^  Tifi  .     '  > 

The  eommittee  afupointed  to  i\gd^  sneh  plans  im  they  might  ooth 

.eeiye  neeessiury to f aeilitate and ;ezDedite the  laying  offend  sunreying 

the  lands  appropriated  for  the  i^edemptiob  of  tbe  military  defweei*- 

tion  eertificates^  beg  leaye  after  the  fullest  information  end  enquiry, 

to  report  tbe  following  resolation  for  the  considemM^n  of  the  hous^. 

Resolved  nnanimonsly,  That  the  supreme  execative  council  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  anthoriaed .  and  empowered  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  hold  a  moetiog  with  the  Indians  claiming  the  nnpnrohased 
territory  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  State,  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  purchasing  the  same,  agreeable  to  ancient  usage,  and  that  all 
expenoes  socraing  from  the  said  meeting  and  purchase  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  Treasury  .of  the  State  "'* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly.  ; 
Direciedj 

The  HonTile  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Dbpositions  rbspbcting  abbest  of  Mahlon  Doav,  lT8t. 

Bedford  County  in  tbe  State  of  Peensylvania,  ^ 

I,  Mary  Hay,  Wife  of  Thomas  Hay,  Under  Sheriff  and  Keeper  of 
the  Oaol  in  and  for  the  County  of  Bedford  aforesaid|  Do  hereby 


Hi  iPBNNBYtVANik  ^AltdHIVEB  178«. 

Meknowledg^  tbtft  I  hsr^  Alls  J)^y  veo^red  tip  Body  of  MafclOtt 
Doafly*  in  Ae  Oto|  of  tiie  Conntj  tforesaid  ftom  John  Solomaii 
§f  iller,  irtio  delirered  tbe  same  to  me  ameably  to  the  Act  of  Aaaem:- 
p\y  entStUdd  <^An  Act  to  ^neotirage  the  speedy  apprefaendiog  and 
tritig^DI  to  jn^tioe  divjers  ^bbers  Burglars  and  Felons.*', 
■'  Certified  tbe  2T^  Dfcy  of  September,  Anno  Dopiini;  1788. 

'  By  me  ... 

her 
MART  X-  ffAT.     '    ■ 
matk 
Wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Hay. 

TSST.  SaMVIX.  MXA8BUBK, 

Samubl  Skinner. 

fiedtod  County  Bs.. 

We  ^e  Sobseribers  two  of  the  JosUces  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
the  OonnCy  of  Bedford  aforesaid  Do  hereby  oertify  to  jlU  whom  it 
nay  ooneem,  That  we  were  present  and  saw  the  nbove.  named  Johfi 
Solomon  Miller  deliyer  the  said  Mahlon  Boan  to  tf  aiy  Hay  wife  of 
•Hm  saiiCbmnM  Hay;  mho  i»«tider  Sheriff^  find.  Qkoler  in4lhe  OonnU 
(of  Bedfovd  afbnsaM  And  now  abt oad  upon  4he  Bustoees  of  Hi 
Offioe,  in  the  Goal  of  the  OMnly  afonsaid  agreealAci  to  the  Bireo- 
•410&S  of  the.said  Aet  of  Assembly ;  at  wbieh  Itme  be  eonfessed  to 
W  that  Ids  N«me  |Ms  Mahlon  Begin,  Md  Son  to  Joseph  Boah  meil- 
-lioBtd  in  4he  said  Act  of  Assembly. 

'    Giveti  under  our  Hands  at  Bedfbrd  Ae  twenty  seventh  Bay  Of 
-September  Anno  Bomini.  ITSd. 

BABNARB  BOOGHEBTY. 

BAVIB  ESPY. 

IBedibidy  October  ^9^,  1788. 

^    I  acknowledge  that  the  within  Named  Mahlon  Boan  was  BeliT- 
'ered  into  the  Goal  of  the  Oounty  of  Bedford  ^hereof  I  am  Goalor. 

.  THOMAS  HAY. 

The  within  Ifluned  |(a)i}on  Boan  has  a  Blemish  on  one  of  his 
Eyes  and  a  sort  of  a  Soar  nnder  it,  has  black  hairi  thin  visaged, 
slender  made,  down  looking  and  about  five  feet  seven  or  ei^t  inches 
high.  As  &r  as  I  remember  tbe  above  is  Mahlon  Boaos  desoriplion. 

BARNARB  BOtJGHERTY. 

Philad^  Becember  17%  17S3. 

The  GoaWs  receipts  and  Jnatioes  Certificate  for  Mahlon  Boan  to 
)jQhn  S.  Miller,  Becember  17"^,  1783. 

"•         *  *  See  page  110. 
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MoHTHLT  Pat  or  the  OmoBBS  Ain>  Soldubs  ov  ihs 

M«jrtr  General,         166  Dollars.  Quarter,  Blwter,         16, 
Brigadier,  125,  [additional  pay.] 

Aideda-Oattiis  50,  &t,fg«m,  '^ 

[inoloding  their  pay  as  Offioen    Surgeon  Matea, 

in  the  Line,]  ^ 

Brisade  Majors,  50, 

[ineiadinff  their  pay  as  Offioen 

in  the  Line,] 


Chaplun,  75, 

Colonel,  75, 

lient  Colonel,  60, 

Major,  50, 

Captain,  40, 

lieutenants,  26} 

Enagns,  20, 

Pay  master,  80, 
[additional  pay.] 

Adjutant,  13, 
r^dSticwMl  pay.] 

Quarter  Hasteiv  1%, 
(jMidiiioniA  pHy.} 

Sturgeon^  50, 

Male,  4S, 

Seijeant  Major,  10, 
Qwirter  Master  Beijt.  10, 

Saifeants,  0, 
Dtmm  Major  ArFife  do9, 

Pmns  and  Fifis^  li   ^ 

Corporals,  7i 

Privates,  6} 

Artillery. 

Colonel,  100  PL 

Lieut  Colonel,  75, 

Maj9r,  e»i 

Captains,  50, 
Captain  laeutenani,    33} 

First  Lieutenant,  33} 
Second  Liemt^anl^  -  33 }« 

Pay  master,  80| 


Serjeant^  Major, 

Quarter  Master  Seijt 

Fife  Major, 

Drum  Major, 

Seijeant, 

Bombardiers, 

Corporals, 

Gunners, 

Drums  and  fifes, 

Ma^rossesy 


69, 
11,5. 

10»8 
10»8 

^' 


Gayaliy, 

Colonel,  931 

Lieut.  Colons^  75,  ' 

Major,  60,. 

Captains,  50, 

Lieutenant,  33} 

Comets,  26} 

Riding  Master,  33} 

Pay  master,  80, 

additionaL 

Adjutant,.  15, 

additional. 

Quarter  Master,  15, 

additional. 

Burgeon,  fiV, 

Burgeons  Mat^  42, 

Sadler  10, 

Trumpet  Major,  *       11| 

Farriers,  10, 

Quarter  Master  Seey.  15, 

Trumpeters,  10,  • 

Serjeants,  15, 

Corpora^  .  10, 

Dragoons,  8^ 


[additional  pay.] 

Pay  of  the  artifioers  is  the  same  as  artilifliy.- 

The  above  is  the  established  pay  of  the  American  army. 

War  office,  Sept  27th,  ITSS.  JOS.  CAELTON,  Secy. 
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RBTURff  01"  NAVAtr  OmomSy  1788, 

Paid  to  th«  GKAamimoDen  for  the  defenoe  of  )  ^vj^a  a  q 
the  river  Delaware.      •  j  aoouz4,  o,  \^, 

Paid  to  Mr.  David  RitteohooM^  4482,1,2/ 

do.  «  Mr.  Jamee'Smith,  .  2833, 9, 2, 


22d  of  Sept.  last. 
Indorsed, 
Retam  from  Naval  Officers,  Septr.  80th  1788. 


£41839, 16,  6. 


MS8S.  DOUOHJEBTY  ASD    ESFY  TO  PbES«  DICKINSON — THE 

DoANp,  1788. 

Sir, 

We  b^  leave  to  infbrm  your  Ezoellencv  that  on  the  twenty  fifth 
Day  of  this  Instant  September  a  certain  Joseph  Doan  (the  elder) 
was  brooffht  to  the  Gaol  of  this  Connty  by  one  Joeeph  .  Willson  of 
Maryland  and  that  on  last  Saturday  Mahlon  Doan  Son  Uk  the  sd. 
Joseph  was  brought  by  John  Sallamon  Miller  of  this  County  in  like 
manner  to  prison. 

We  ue  greatly  nneasy  on  acoount  of  these  prisooerB,  becanse  w» 
apprehend  from  the  many  threatninss  thrown  out  in  the  lower- 
Counties  there  may  be  an  attempt  made  on  the  prison  here  to  take 
them  out  and  therefore  pray  to  be  directed  as  soon  as  possible,  what's 
best  to  be  done. 

..■'i 
.We  are  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedt.  Hbbl.,Servta. 

BARNARD  DOUGHERTY, 

DAVID  ESPY.* 
DirecUdj 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esouire,  Pretident  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Coundl  of  Pennsylvania,  jPhiladelphia. 

Favored  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henry  Jones. 

Bedford,  September  29th,  1788. 

*  See  Oct,  9 
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IffSTBUonoK&noM  Brig.  Gskbral  iRTunB  to  Jambs  Boggs. 

1788. 

Port  Pitt,  Sept'r  SOtli,  1783.    '- 
Toa  are  to  take  Charge  of  the  Tract  of  Land  opposite  Fort  Pitt 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  PeDDsylyaDia,  and  not  suffer 
«By  waste  or  Distmotioii  to  be  done  of  Timber,  or  Cnt  or  Carried 
off  the  Premises  Exeept  what  is  herein  mentioned.    You  Will  on  no  * 
Mconnt  allow  Roads  to  be  made  Throngh  The  Traot,  or  landing 
Places  other  thai>  the  old  one  formerly  vised  by  the  Indian  Traders, ' 
t  lately  by  the  garrison>^you  will  Cautionsly  avoid  giving  offence 
to  the  Oemmandant  at  thia  Post,  and  if  any  trespasses  are  Commit- 
ted or  violence  used  you  will  lodge  Regular  Complaint  to  Michael 
Hoc^nagle  Bsq.|  or  some  other  JostiGe  of  the  Peace  for  Westmore- 
land County. 

You  are  for  yooir  Trouble  &  Care,  allowed  to  Clear  Land  ft  Raise 
Crops  80  as  not  to  Exceed  one  Hundred  acres,  &  you  may  keep 
gtock,  not  to  Exoeed  Twenty  Homed  Cattle  ft  Six  Horses,  you  are 
not  to  Permit  any  buildings  whatsoever  to  be  Sreeted,  Except  fbr 
the  use  ft  Conveoienoe  of  your  own  Families,  you  may  however  alow 
the  Troope  of  this  Garrison  to  Cut  ft  Carry  off  fifie  wood,  if  the 
Commanding  officer  finds  it  Expedient  to  take  from  them,  but  you 
must  Keep  &  Render  an  acc^  to  Council  of  the  Quantity  so  taken — 
yon  will  also  hereafter  u)vem  yourself  bv  such  orders  or  Instructions 
as  yon  may  Reoeiye  From  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
state — and  you  will  Render  Peaoeable  Possession  when  Required  by 
Him,  or  the  Lawfull  Agent  of  the  Honorable  tho  Council :  or  take 
fl«dii*Iiaase  as  they  shaU  think  Proper. 

I  engage,  to  aet  conformably  to  the  above  instmotieiiB  from 
General  bvine. 

JAMES  BOQGS.     , 
.  Witness,  Dayip  Duncan, 

N.  B.— Untill  the  Tnu^  ib  surveyed  it  is  considered  to  extend' 
two  Miles  dowu  the  Obit>  River  ft  two  miles  up  the  iiigany  ft  two 
miles  back.* 

Ikdoned,  J 

1788,  September  30th.    Inttruotions  to  James  Boggs,  fcr  oeeu^- 
pyiDg  land  okkmHo  FortrPiti.  ' 

♦  8«e  page,  109. 


ii6|        PBN|TEariiyAKi^  AAOonrap^  vmn 


Rbsolutioh  w  xhk  Gshbral  Afl^BMBi4r  ov  CkunrBoiio^ 
•  '  1788.     •     * 

At  1^  Gknenl  AaiemUy  of  the'€K)vernor  «nd  Company  of  the  State 
of  CoDneeticat,  holdeu  at  New  Hayen  on  the  ieeona  Thni84av^f 
•  Obtob'pl  1788. 

;  1i^heiei|a  this  Stete  haa  the  wIeiiMed  aiid  esotiifii?e  Bight  ^: 
J^adsdiatiota  &  Preremptioti  to  all  the  IiMida  lying  Weet  ot  the. 
Weeteni  limita  of  the  State  of  PenofljWiinia,  &  Bast  of  tha  Mia^* 
Biasipi  River,  and  extending  tbvoi^^oat  Irdm  the  Latitude  41^  tO; 
lAtitode  42""  2  n^th,  by  Tirtue  of  the  Charter  granted  by  King'. 
Charles  the  seoond  to  the  late  Golmiy  bo#  State  of  Oonneotieii^i 
^ring  date  the  23«  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1€32,  Whieh  Claim  a«dr 
Title  to  make  known  for  the  infoitDation  of  all^  to  the  Bnd  thaV 
they  may  conform  themselvefi  thereto. 

Be|(^^)  That  His  Kzeeltonoy  tile  CnSfwoiat  be  deeiied  to  isiae 
hia  Proolamationi  deolariag  and  asserting  the  Bight  of  thk  State 
to  all  Uie  Lande  within  the  Limits  4foresaid  &  strietly  forbidding 
a)l  PonoBB  to  fnteiv  o«  /lettle  thexeeo^  withmit  spechd  Ueenoe  &i 
i^Aoritj  first  obtained  froaa  the  General  Asssflibly  of  this  States: 
A  true  Copy  of  Beoord, 

Ex*  by  George  Wyllis,  Seer. 
A  Tme  Copy  of  f  Copy, 

£x'  By  Jno.  Trumbull|(  Got. 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  GoTemor  and  Gompaay  of  tha State 
1  ef  Canaieetieat,  hdden  al  New  Haven  on  the  ^*  Tfanaday  of 
Ootober,  A.  D.,  1788. 

TUs  Assembl;^  being  informed,  since  the  Trial  had  in  December 
last'  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Peonsylyai^ia  xof  some 
'  Evidence  material  to  said  Canse,  theii  concealed  and  suppressed 
from  the  knowledge  of  this  State  or  its  iwi^ts,  apd  that  there  ia  a 
probability  of  asscertainiog  other  facta  on  mhmh  *to  gro wd  a  reywon  - 
of  said  Oaose. 

Besolved,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer,  William  Sam«  Johnson,  k  Jesse 
Boot,  Esqnires,  heretofore  appointed,  be  &  they  are  hereby  oobtinwedV 
Agents  for  thid  State  in  the  matter  iforeiaid  A  that  they  pnraiie 

their  Enqniries  after  Evidence  &  make '.report  to  this  or 

fatnre  Assembly. 

A  tme  Copy  of  Becord, 

B*»  by  Geo.  Wyllis,  Seo^^. 
A  tme  Copy  of  a  Copy, 

Ez«  by  Jno.  Trambnll,  Govr. 


PWOTSTIiVANIiL  AMlBYBa  17M.  UT 

At  a  General  Anembly  of  the  CtoTernor  and  Company  of  the  State 

of  GonnecUcnt,  hold^n  at  New  Haven  on  the  seoond  Thnnday  of 

October,  A.  D.,  1788. 

On  the  Report  of  a  Committee  respecting  the  Tnhabitante  settle^ 
under  the  Claim  of  this  State  West  of  Delaware  Biver|  accepted 
and  approyed. 

Whereas  a  large  nnmber  of  Inhabitants  West  of  Delaware  Riyer, 
and  within  the  Charter  limits  of  this  State,  settled  there  nnder  the 
Glum  and  Jarisdietion*  of  the  said  State  having  first,  with  the 
amrobation  of  the  General  Assembly  thereof,  purchased  the  native 
ngbt  of  soil  &  for  many  years  past  have  been  incorporated,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  Government  under  the  La#s  of  this  State.  And 
wheieaa  by  a  late  decree  of  Commissioners  appointed  for  settling  a 
dispute  relative  t^  Jurisdiction  between  this  State  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  tract  of  Land  possessed  by  the  s'  settlers  is  unez* 
l^tedly  declared  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Latter :  since 
which  the  said  settlers  a<i  it  is  represented,  notwithstanding  their 
having  acquired  the  native  &  possessing  right  as  afoifesa^,  and 
oorroWated  thek^  title  by  vast  Lohot  &  ezpeooe  in  Inducing  the 
said  Lands  from  a  wilderness  state,  and  stood  as  a  Barrier  to  Penn* 
sylvania  and  other  interior  settlements,  thro'  a  long  distressing  war. 
Id  whieh  moat  of  their  males,  capable  of  labor  or^deffence  have  beeii 
slain,  Cireumstances  which  entitled  them  to  expect  as  well  from  the 
Justice  as  clemency  of  that  great  and  ^nlent  State  the  fullest 
Protection  for  their  Persons,  &  to  be  forever  quiet  in  their  Posses- 
sions; and  for  which  they  lost  no  time  in  applying  to  its  legislature 
hy  humble  Petitions ;  yet  notwithstanding  to  their  great  astonish- 
ment and  distress,  they  find  themselves  lefi  to  the  mercy  of  men, 
who  claiming  under  the  Proprietory  Title  of  that  State,  are 
prosecuting  against  them  suits  of  Ejectment,  and  in  some  Cases 
eafering  into  their  Possessions  &  Labors  by  Force,  Whereupon 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  it  will  in  their  opinion;  be 
expedient  for  tbe  said  setders,  as  the  only  Remedy  left  them,  to 
apply  to  the  Hon'ble  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  a  Court 
to  be  instituted  to  try  their  right  of  soil  and. possession,  pursoant.tq 
the  9th  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  That  it  will  be  the  Duty 
of  this  State  to  countenance  and  patronise  them  in  such  application ; 
and  that  the  Ddesates  of  the  State^  that  shall  be  in  Congress,  be 
directed  to  give  then)  all  necessary  aid.  thertin — And  that  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  deoired  to  address  b  full  State  of  their 
Claims  &  suflferings  to  Congress,  and  solicit  the  Protection  of  th* 
Hon'  Body,  in  their  Behalf,  untill  a  final  adjudication  of  the  s* 
Canse  shall  be  had.  ^ 

A  true  Copy  of  Record 

Kx*  by  O.  Wyllis,  Sec^^, 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Copy, 

El*  by  Jon.  Tmmbnll|  Govr. 
Vol.  X.— 6 
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Memorial  of  Ephraim  DouGLASfi,  1783. 

To  ibe  Honorable  tbe  Sapreme  Executive  Coanoil  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylyania. 

TTie  Memorial  of  Ephraim  Donglaas  homblj  sbewetbi 

That  having  to  his  prinoiplee  made  an  early  eacrifioe  of  his 
intereaty  he  entered  into,  and  continned  in  the  service  of  bis  eonntry 
till  the  loss  of  health  conspiring  with  other  misfortunes  obliged  him 
to  retire  at  a  time  when  his  retom  to  civil  life  offered  him  no 
proepect  of  a  retam  to  his  former  pursuits  in  it.  That  he  has  sinee^ 
earned  a  precarious  subsistence  by  the  accidental  services  he  has 
been  occasionally  employed  to  perform ;  but  being  now  altogether 
without  business  and  strongly  desirous  of  obtaining  some  permaneaf 
independent  employment  he  looks  up  to  your  Honorable  Body  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  desire  with  all  the  confidence  which  a 
knowledge  of  your  justice  and  readiness  in  rewarding  your  faithful' 
servants  can  inspire. 

That  your  Memorialist  having  heard  of  a  new  county  being  created 
from  a  part  of  Westmoreland,  begs  leave  humbly  to  offer  himself  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Prothonotary  in  the  County  of  Fkyetto 
and  prays  your  aeceptance  of  his  services. 
* 

Your  Memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS.* 
Philadelphia,  2  October,  1783. 


Proposals  for  SuppLYiNa  the  Troops  with  Provisiok, 
AT  WYOMiua,  1783. 

Proposals  for  supplying  the  Troops  with  Provision  at  Wyoming  by 
Capt.  Wm.  Wilson. 

for  1  lb  of  Bread  or  Flower,        3} 
1  IbofBeeforitt^Pork,      6 
I  Gill  Liquiv,  &o.,  2f 

11 
»  Sm  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XUT.^  p.  706. 
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PBTinoir  John  RnisfotM,  Gaolsr,  178S. 

His  BzottUetieyy  Jolm  DiokiDBon,  Esqnire,  prestdent  of  the  State  of 
PenDsjWaDia  ft  the  Supreme  Ezecative  ConticiL 

Whereas,  William  Trinket  &  Samael  Crandle  fieceived  Seoteao^ 
on  Monday  Last^  to  stand  in  the  Pijlory  one  hour  this  day  for 
ConnterfeitiDg  Coppers  of  Base  Mettle;  &  Ann  Pembroke  Also 
Receive  Sentence  on  Monday  last^  To  be  pnblickly  Wbiped,  twenty- 
one  Lashes  for  a  Qrand  Laoeny  by  her  Committed,  this  punishment 
to  be  Inflicted  this  day,  as  the  Weather  is  so  bad  it  may  Indadger 
the  healths  of  the  Criminals  and  they  not  so  publiokly  Exposed,  I 
therefore  pray  his  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coanoil 
would  be  pleased  to  remit  their  punishments  Untill  Saturday  Next* 
I  am  with  Great  Respect  his  Excellencv'a  and  the  Supreme  Bxeoi^ 
tive  Council's  Most  Obedient  ft  Homble  Serv^ 

JOHN  REYNOLDS, 
Gaoler. 

October  8«»,  1783. 

Council  to  Doughsett  k  £spT|  1788. 

In  Council,  PhiUid*,  October  9th,  1788. 
Gentlemen : 

Gonnoil  has  received  your  Letter  of  the  29th  of  last  Month.* 
The  Board  desires  that  the  Sheriff  of  Bedford  Coanty  may  im^ 
mediately  convey  the  Prisoners  with  the  utmost  Dispatch  &  all  pos- 
sible privacy  nnder  a  guard  of  six  or  seven  men  well  armed  to 
Lancaster  Gaol;  &  thertf  deliver  them  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  County, 
to  be  by  him  safely  kept.  The  State  will  pay  the  charges  of  re- 
moving them. 

In  passing  thro  Cumberland  County,  the  Sheriff  of  Bedford,  will 
if  it  is  convenient  obtain  the  authorityi  &  if  necessary  the  assistanoe 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland. 

Messieurs  BARNARD  DOUGHERTY  and 
DAVID  ESPY,  Bedford.  * 


Bbport  on  Indian  aftairs,  1788. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

Wednesday,  October  15th,  1788.    ' 

The  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Petars^  Mr.  Oar- 
xqUi  Mr.  flswkins  &  Mr.  A  Lee,  to  whom  were  referred  Sundry 

*  See  page  114. 
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letten  itnd  papers*  relstiye  to  Indian  affitirsy  report  that  thoT  bave 
attentiTely  oonsidered  the  several  papers  reif4rred  io  tiicin  i  have 
conferred  thereon  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  their  report 
wiU  bft  oonfined  to  -Lidian  affiirs  in  the  Northern  &  Middle  departs 
ments,  as  thej  are  defined  by  the  Aota  of  Congress  of  the  12tb  of 
Jnly,  1775,  and  to  the  settlement  of  the  Western  Country;  the 
subjects  being  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  inseparably  con- 
liected,  and  the  committee  not  being  possessed  of  materials  which' 
enable  them  to  extend  their  views  to  the  southern  district,  that  it  is 
representedy  and  the  committee  believe  with  truth,  that  although 
the  hostile  Tribes  of  Indians  in  the  Northern  &  Middle  departments 
se¥ioQsly  disposed  to  a  pacification^  yet  they  are  not  in  a  temper  to 
relinquish  thetr  territorial  claims  without  forther  struggles.  That 
If  an  Indian  war  should  be  re-kindled,  repeated  victories  might  pro- 
dace  the  retreat  of  the  Indians,  but  could  not  prevent  them  from 
vegaining  possession  of  some  part  of  the  distant  and  extensive 
territories,  which  appertain  to  the  United  States,  that  while  such 
temporary  expulsions  could  only  be  effected  at  a  great  charge,  they 
could  not  be  improved  to  the  smallest  advantage,  but  by  maintain- 
ing numerous  garrisons  and  an  extensive  peace  establishment ;  That 
even  if  all  the  Northern  &,  Western  -Tribes  of  Indians  Inhabiting 
the  teiritories  of  the  United  States,  could  be  totally  expelled,  the 
policy  of  reducing  them  to  sach  an  extremity  is  deemed  to  be  ques- 
tiontuble,  for  in  such  an  event,  it  is  obvious  that  they  would  find  a 
welcome  reception  from  the  British  Government  in  Canada  which  by 
BO  great  an  accession  of  strength  would  become  formidable  in  case 
of  any  future  rupture,  &  in  peace  by  keeping  alive  the  resentment 
of  the  Indians  for  loss  of  their  country,  would  secure  to  its  owu 
subjects  the  entire  benefit  of  the  Fur-Trade, 

That  although  motives  of  policy  as  well  as  clemency  ought  to 
Incline  Congress  to  listen  to  the  prayers  of  the  hostile  Indians  for 
peace  yet  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  just  &  necessary  that 

*  These  are  enumerated  in  a  printed  sheet  and  a  portion  of  t)^  foregoing^ 
the  tntrodnetory  paragraph  being  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  committee,  conriat- 
ing  of  Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Lee,  to 
whom  were  referred  a  report  on  Indian  aifairs,  read  in  Congress  on  the  2l8t 
of  Apml  last ;  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
Indian  aifairs  for  the  northern  district  dated  the  11th  of  Aagost  last,  with 
messages  to  and  flrom  certain  hostile  Indians  on  the  sulject  of  peace ;  a  let- 
ter dated  the  same  day,  from  Ebenezer  Allen,  employed  to  assist  Mr.  Bull,  a 
messenger  sent  by  the  board  of  war  by  order  of  Congress,  jto  announce  the 
cessation  of  hostUities  to  the  IniKans  in  the  westerff^oontry ;  a  report  from 
the  board  of  war,  dated  the  19th  of  August,  accompanying  anarratiTe  of 
Ephraim  Douglass,  another  messenger  to  the  Indian  tribes  with  sundry 
enoleeens :  » letter  from  the  eommander  in  chief,  with  instructions  accom- 
pahying  the  same ;  extract  of  a  letter  to  the  commander  in  chief  fieom 
fmeral  HaMlBiati,  commanding  for  his  Britannic  miyesty  in  Canada,  dated 
the  17th  ef  August;  a  letter  tmm  the  oemmander  ia  chief,  dated  the  aStii 
of  Aogiut,  and  ite  enclosures,  and  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Irwiae, 
dated  the  8d  of  September  instant 
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Koes  of  prbperty  shoald  be  ascertained  and  established  between  the 
United  States  and  them,  whioh  wili  be  eonyenicnt  to  the  respective 
tribes  &  commensurate  to  the  pablio  wants,  because  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  stands  pledged  to  grant  portions  of  the  uncultiTated 
knds  as  a  bounty  to  their  army,  ft  in  reward  of  their  courage  and 
idelity :  k  the  publiok  finances  do  not  admit  of  any  considerable^ 
expenditure  to  extinguish  the  Indian  Claims  upon  such  lands :  be- 
-eauee  it  Is  beeome  necessary  by  the  increase  of  domestic  population 
&  emigrations  froan  abroad,  to  make  Speedy  provision  for  extending 
the  settlement  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States ;  &  because 
the  public  Chreditors  have  been  led  to  believe,  &  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  those  territories  will  be  speedilj  improved  into  a  fund 
towards  the  security  &  payment  of  the  national  debt ;  nor  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Committee  can  the  Indians  themselves  have  any 
veasonable  objection  against  the  establishment  recommended.  They 
were  as  some  of  them  acknowledge^  aggressors  in  the  war,  without 
even  a  pretence  of  provocation,  they  violated  the  convention  neutrality 
made  with  Congress  in  Albany,  1775,  &  in  return  for  preferred  pro- 
tection and  liberal  supplies;  &  to  the  utter  ruin  and  impoverishment 
of  thousands  of  Families  they  wnntonly  desolated  our  villages  and 
settlements,  and  destroyed  our  Gitisens.  To  stop  the  progress  of 
their  outrages,  the  war,  at  a  vast  expence  to  the  United  States,  was 
earned  into  their  own  country,  which  they  abandoned,  weavi&g  then 
the  right  of  conquest,  and  the  various  preoedants  whioh  might  be 
quoted  in  similar  instances,  a  bare  recollection  of  the  facts  is  suffi- 
oient  to  manifest  the  obligation  they  are  under  to  make  atonement 
for  the  enormities  whioh  they  have  perpetrated,  &  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  expenoes  which  the  United  States  have  incurred 
by  their  wanton  barbarity,  &  they  possess  no  other  means  to  do  this 
net  of  justice  than  by  a  compliance  with  the  proposed  boundaries ; 
the  eommittee  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  negociation  which  they  re- 
commend;  care  ought  to  be  taken  neither  to  yield  nor  require  too 
much;  to  accommodate  the  Indians  as  far  as  the  public  good  will 
admit,  and  if  they  should  appear  dissatisfied  at  the  lines,  which  may' 
be  found  necessary  to  establish  rather  to  give  them  some  compensa- 
tloQ  for  their  Claims,  than  to  hazard  a  war,  which  will  be  much  more 
expensive ;  but  it  is  supposed,  that  when  they  shall  be  informed  ot . 
the  estimates  of  the  damages  whioh  our  Citizens  have  sustained  by 
their  irruptions,  &  of  the  expenses  if hieh  the  United  States  have 
inourred  to  check  their  career,  it  will'  have  a  tendency  to  suppress 
any  extravagant  demands."     Whereupon, 

Besolved,  that  a  convention  be  held  with  the  Indians  residing  iu 
the  Northern  and  Middle  departments,  who  have  taken  up  arms 
against  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  them  into 
the  favour  ft  protection  of  the  United  States  and  of  establish  boun- 
dary lines  of  property  for  seperating  &  dividing  t6e  settlements'  of 
the  Citizens  from  the  Indian  Villages  and  hunting  grounds ;  &  here^' 
by  extinguishing  as  te  aa  possible  all  occasion  tot  future  Animosi* 
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ties,  disqaiei)  &  oontenlion ;  thmt  dtBt,  &  as  it  prelhniitary)  ii  sbiU  be 
required  that  all  the  priaonera  of  whatever  age  or  sex  amoog  theael 
Indiaas  shall  be  delivered  up. 

Seooadly,  that  the  ladiaas  be  informed  that  after  a  contest  of 
eight  years  for  the  Sovereignity  of  this  Country.  Qreat  Britiao  baa 
leiinquished  to  the  United  States  all  claim  to  the  Country  withia 
^e  limits  described  by  the  second  article  of  the  provisional  treaty 
between  the  United  States  &  the  King  of  Great  Britian  on  the 
tliirteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1782,  that  is  to  sayi  from 
the  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  &oa. 

.-  Thirdly,  that  as  the  Indians  notwithstanding  a  solemn  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  notwith- 
standing all  the  advice  and  admonition  given  them  during  its  prose- 
cution could  not  be  restrained  from  acts  of  hostility  &  wanton 
devastation,  but  were  determined  to  join  their  arms  to  those  of 
Great  Britain,  k  to  share  their  fortunes,  so  consequently  with  a  lesa 

Knerous  people  than  Americans,  they  might  be  compelled  to  retire 
yond  the  I^kes,  but  as  we  prefer  clemency  to  rigor,  as  we  pur« 
snade  ourselves  that  their  Eyes  are  open  to  their  error  &  that  they 
have  found  by  fatal  experience  that. their  true  interest  &  safety  depend 
upon  our  friendship;  as  the  country  is  large  enough  to  contain  & 
support  us  all,  &  as  we  are  disposed  to  be  kind  to  them,  to  supply 
their  wants  and  partake  of  their  trade;  we  from  these  considerations 
k  from  motives  of  compassion  draw  a  veil  over  what  is  passed,  and 
irill  establish  a  boundary  line  between  them  and  us,  beyond  which 
we  will  restrain  our  Citizens  from  hunting  and  setting  &  withia 
which  the  Indians  shall  not  come,  but  for  the  purposes  of  trading, 
treating  or  pthqr  business  equally  unexceptionable.     Fourthly,  that 
the  foUowiuff  lines  shall  be  proposed  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon  &> 
established  between  the  Unfted  States  and  the  several  tribes  of 
.Indians  who  shall  be  efifected  thereby;  Beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  great  Miami  River,  which  empties  into  the  Ohio,  thenoe 
along  the  said  River  Miamis  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mad  River, 
thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the  Miamis  Fort  at  the  Village  of  that 
i^ame  on  the  other  Miamis  River,  which  empties  into  Lake  £rie, 
thence  along  the  last  mentioned  ^iver  to  Lake  Erie,  comprehending 
all  the  lands  between  the  above  mentioned  lines,  &  the  State  of  • 
Pennsylvania  on  the  East,  Lake  Erie  on  the  Noi-th,  and  the  river 
Ohio  on  the  South-fiaat.     Fifthly,  that  the  commissioners  for  the 
Northern  &  middle  departments,  or  such  other  persons  as  may  bo . 
appointed  by  Congress,  unite  together  in  holding  one  oonventioa . 
with  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  districts  aforesaid  &  their  Allies  & 
dependants  for  the  purposes  aforesa'  &  only  yield  to  separate  con*, 
ventions  in  case  of  inevitable  necessity.     Sixthly,  and  whereas  the 
Oneidas  and  Tuscarora  tribes  have  adhered  to  the  cause  of  America  and . 
joined  her  arms  in  the  oourse  of  the  late  war,  &  Congress  had  fre* 
quently  assured  them  of  peculiar  marks  of  favour  &  friendship,  the 
sfud  commissioners  are  therefore  instructed,  to  re-as^n^e  ti^e  said 
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tribes  of  the  friendabip  of  the  UDittd  Statae,  thftt  thej  m%j  rdj 
that  the  knds  wlftbh  thej  claim  as  their  inheritaDce  will  be  re8enre4 
for  their  sole  me  and  benefit  until  they  may  think  it  for  their  own, 
ndvantage  to  dispose  of  the  same.  Seventhly,  that  the  said  com- 
inissioners  be,  and  thev  are  hereby  instrooted  to  obtain  a  particoiar 
ftcoonnt  of  the  French  Inhabitants  at  Detroit,  Illinois  and  othec 
Tillages  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  &  that  they  gtTSi 
assorances  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  those  Inhahitanle 
who  shall  profess  their  allegeance  to  the  United  States  that  they 
shall  be  protected  in  the  full  enjoyments  of  their  liberty,  &  their 
just  &  lawfull  property.  Eightly,  that  the  said  Commissioners  be,  & 
$hey  are  hereby  instructed  not  to  admit  into  a  treaty  with  the  said 
Indians  or  sufifer  to  be  in  aay  manner  connected  with  it  any  article 
atipulation  or  condition  whatsoever  making  or  conforming  or  tend* 
ing  to  make  or  confirm  to  any  individual  or  individuals  any  Granl 
or  Grants  of  land  whether  real  or  pretended  within  the  bounds  of 
the  United  States  as  before  described. 

Ninthly,  that  the  said  Commissioners  be,  &  they  are  hereby  also 
instructed  to  obtain  Information  of  the  numbers  &  place  of  rest« 
dence  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  seated  them* 
aelves  on  the  North-west  side  of  the  Ohio ;  to  signify  to  them  the 
displeasure  of  Congress,  that  they  have  taken  this  step  with  which 
the  public  Interest  and  repose  are  so  intimately  connected  without 
permission  or  authority,  and  to  discourage  to  the  utmost  of  their 
|K>wer,  all  intrusions  into  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States^ 
within  their  respective  departments. 

And,  whereas  the  trade  with  the  Indians  ought  to  be  regulated  & 
security  be  given  by  the  trader  for  the  punctual  observance  of  such 
Tegttlations,  so  that  violence,  fraud  and  injustice  towards  the  Indians 
mfy  be  guarded  against  k  prevented,  &  the  honor  of  the  federal 
government  &  the  public  tranquility  thereby  promoted.  Resolved, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed,  with  instructions  to  prepare  and 
nport  an  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  with  a  clanse 
themn,  Strictly  prohibiting  all  Civil  &  Military  Offioers,  particu* 
lariy  all  Commissioners  &  Agents  for  Indian  affiurs,  from  trading 
with  the  Indians  or  purchasing  or  being  directly  or  indirectly  loon* 
oerned  in  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians,  except  only  by  the  ex* 
prnas  licence  &  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  Assem- 
bled. 

The  Members  chosen  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Carroll  k  Mr.  Montgomery. 
Resolved,  that  the  proceeding  measures  of  Congress  relative  to 
Indian  affairs,  shall  not  be  construed  to  affect  the  territorial  claims  of 
any  of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights  within  their  respective 
limits. 

•  The  committee  in  their  report  observe  further  that  they  do  not 
Offer  the  measures  which  they  have  suggested  as  a  sufficient  seeurity- 
against  the  inerease  of  feeble,  disorderly  &  dispersed  settlements  in 
those  remota^  t  widcpextended  territories;  against  the  depi^vity  of 
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fliailiieniy  which  ihey  have  a  tendency  to  prodace :  the  endlese  per- 
plerlties  in  which  they  rnnst  inyolve  the  administrMion  of  ihe  afiain 
ef  the  United  States,  or  against  the  calamities  of  freqnent  and 
destmetiTe  wars  with  the  Indians,  which  reciprocal  animosities 
nnrestraitted  by  the  interposition  of  legal  anthority  nnist  naturally 
excite, -&  thiit  in  their  opinion,  nothing  can  avert  those  complicated 
&  impending  mischiefs,  or  secure  to  the  United  States  the  jnst  and 
important  adtantages  which  they  onght  to  deriTe  from  those  territo- 
ries ;  but  the  speedy  establishment  of  Government  &  the  regular 
administration  of  justice  in  such  district  thereof,  as  shall  be  judged 
most' convenient  for  immediate  Settlement  &  OuIUvaiion. 

Whereupon  Besolved,  that  it  will  be  wise  and  necessary  as  soon 
as  oiieomstanoes  shall  permit,  to  erect  a  district  of  the  western 
^territory  into  a  district  Government  as  well  for  dmng  justice  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  arc  entitied  to  lands  as  a 
bounty  tnr  in  reward  of  their  services,  as  for  the  accommodation  of 
such  as  may  incline  to  become  purchasers  and  inhabitants,  &  in  the 
interim  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  Confederation  for  connecting  with  the 
Union  by  a  temporary  Govemm*.  The  purchasers  &  inhabitants  (^ 
the  said  district  untill  their  number  &  cireumstanoes  shall  enUtie 
them  to  form  a  permanent  constitution  for  themselves  ft  as  Oitisens 
of  a  free  sovereign  ft  independent  State  to  be  admitted  to  a  repre- 
eentation  in  the  Union  provided  always  that  such  constitution  shall 
not  be  ineompatablo  with  the  republican  principles,  which  are  thd 
basis  of  the  constitutions  of  the  respective  States  in  the  Union. — ' 
The  Members  Chosen, 

Mr.  Dnane,  Mr.  Madison  ft  Mr.  S.  Huntington* 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

Thursday,  October  SOtii,  1783. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  application  of  the  legiskture  o£ 
Pennsylvania  relative  to  a  treaty  of  the  purchase  of  the  Indian 
Claim  to  lands  within  the  jurtsdiotion  of  that  State,  proceeded  front 
a  resneotful  attachment  to  the  fooderal  Government,  ft  a  desire  tor 
guard  against  prejudices,  which  might  arise  from  the  interference  of 
uieir  oWn  particular  views  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States.; 
that  the  public  interest  might  have  been  deeply  affected  by  ne- 
ffotiation  tor  such  purchase,  independent  of  ft  unconnected  with  the 
General  treaty,  to  be  holden  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Besolved,  that  the  commissioners  for  holding  the  convention  with 
the  Indians  under  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  instan^ 
give  notice  to  the  Supreme  executive  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
of  the  time  ft  place  of  holding  such  treaty  to  the  end  that  the  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  by  that  Sute  for  purchasing  lands  within  the 
limits  thereof,  at  the  expenoe  of  the  said  sUte,  may  attend  for  the 
Sole  purpose  of  making  such  puiphaae  at  the  time  ft  place  iq>peiated 
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for  holding  the  iaid  treaty,  &  the  CmuBUttbiieiB  on  the  part  of  th«t 
United  Sutes,  are  instructed  to  give  eVery  aseistanoe  in  tneir  powcc 
to  the  oommiasioDers  who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Fennayl- 
Tania  towards  promoting  the  interest  of  that  State  as  far  as  th« 
same  may  oonsist  with  the  General  interest  of  the  Union. 

hidor$edf — 1783,  rec'  January  24th.  l^eport  of  a^Committee 
of  Congress  of  the  25th  September,  1783,  digested  into  a  Kesolu* 
tion  &  Transmitted  to  the  Gen.  Assembly  on  the  29th  of  Jan.' 
J.  A.  Bead  1  time  Jan'  29,  1784. 

MiOHABL  HUFFMA0LB  TO  Ma J.  JOHN  AbHSTRONO,   1783. 

Pittsburg,  September  25th^  1788 
Dear  Sir, 

Inolosed  I  send  yon  Col.  Coxe's  answer,  to  the  Qnestions  I  put  to 
him,  which  you'll  please  to  eommunioate  to  Council,  from  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Campbell  and  Col.  Cox  they  both  mention  that  they  look  upon 
me  as  an  interested  person.  (I  shall  always  think  mvself  happv 
and  shall  always  be  ready  to  comply  with  any  request  that  Council 
nay  demand  of  me  Consistent  with  my  duty)  for  which  reason  I 
conid  wish  that  some  other  person  might  be  mentioned,  althouffft 
at  the  aame  time  if  Council  think  proper  that  I  should  finish  the 
Business,  I  shall  with  pleasure  do  it. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  most  obt.  Hbble.  Seryt 

MICH.  HUFPNAGLB. 
Major  John  Armstrong. 

I  would  mention  that  if  I  did  not  before  that  .what  Cox  wai 
Indicted  for  was  for  acting  after  the  agreement. 

M*  N. 
Directed^ — Major  John  Armstrong, 

Gabriel  Cox  to  Michael  Huffnaglb,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  am  not  so  much  of  a  Lawyer  as  tc  be  able  perfectly  to  comprehend 
the  drift  or  meaning  of  the  several  Questions  you  were  pleased  to  put 
to  me,  in  jour  favour  without  date,  but  if  I  was  to  give  my  opinion, 
would  declare  they  seem  rather  calculated  to  perplex  rather  than 
investigate  the  matter.  I  heartily  and  sincerely  wish  the  Executive 
OouncU  to  be  truly  informed  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  prose- 
cutions, or  what  might  be  now  properly  called  persecutions  against 
me  in  this  County  for  executing  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  Virginia 
&  shall  be  very  ready  to  answer  them  or  any  person  disinterested, 
every  Question  that  can  Ic^  to  information  on  the  subject,  you  or 
any  person  can  by  recurrring  to  the  Clerks  offices  of  Wasl^ington 
County  have,  if  you  choose  to  be  at  the  expenoe,  Copies  6t  all  the 

0* 
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feeorSs  ^bere,  my  costs  already  liaye  been  so  conriderable^  I  wish  to 
fiave  no  more. 

If  jon  choose  to  report  this  answer  of  mine  to  the  Ezecndte 
Oonndl  of  Penn.  by  whose'orders  yoa  say  yon  act  yon  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  it  entire,  and  hope  they  will  be  pleased  to  accept  of 
ft  as  Snffidflliit  apoligy  for  my  not  being  more  particular  at  this  thoe 
and  amj 

Sir,  your  most  Obdt.  Hble.  Servt. 

GABRIEL  COX. 
Directed^    Michael  Hufihagle,  Esqr./ Pittsbarg. 


PSLEQATES  IN    CONGBESS    TO  ASSEMBLT,  1788. 

Princeton,  Sept.  25th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  the  Proceedings  of  Congress  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Instructions  of  the  Honble.  House  relative  to  the 

Proposed  Purchase  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  or  claiming  Part  of  the 
'erritory  of  Pennsylvania.  By  those  Proceeding  the  House  will 
terceive  the  obstacles  to  a  Compliance  with  their  Wishes.  The 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  have  made  a  Report  which  is  now  before 
Congress  &  this  Day  is  appointed  for  its  Discussion.  The  Piincipab 
of  that  Report  militate  against  the  Ideas  of  the  House  with  Respect 
to  the  proposed  Purchase.  It  is  intended  to  insist  as  Part  of  the 
Forms  of  Peace  that  the  Savages  shall  without  Compensation 
abandon  Part  of  their  Country  to  the  United  States  .who  claim  it  by 
Conquest  &  as  a  Retribution  for  the  Ezpence  &  Damages  incurred 
by  the  hostile  &  cruel  Conduct  of  the  Savages  contrary  to  th^ 
Advice  &  Injunctions  of  the  United  States.  A  Boundary  Line  is 
proposed  to  be  established  between  the  Indiaps  &  the  Citizens  of 
these  States  &  it  was  believed  that  if  any  particular  State  made  a 
Purchase  it  would  obstruct  the  general  Measures,  as  the  Indians 
would  notagree  to  the  Dereliction  of  any  Part  of  thdr  Country  as 
a  Compensation  for  the  Expences  &  Ravages  occasioned  by  the  War 
when  they  find  that  tho*  the  general  Council  refuse  it  they  can 
obtain  Money  for  ft  from  the  Individual  States.  Whether  these 
Prbciples  be  just  or  the  Policy  adviscable  we  do  not  pretend  to 
determine.  We  held  it  our  Duty  to  state  the  Impediment  preventing 
Congress  from  agreeing  to  the  Ptopositions  of  Ihe  States  &  leave  the 
Honble.  House  to  determine  as  they  in  their  Wisdom  ahall  think 
{proper. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  your  very  obedt.  Servants, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
RICHARD  tBTERS. 
pireciedj    On  public  Service, 

Honble.  F^  A.  Muhlenberg  Spei&er  of  the  Honble  House  of 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvaniai  Philadelphia. 
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BKCBrrmro  iHBTEuorioirB  fo«  MAJtks  Moobb,  17£8« 

Reondting  Instracticm  fcnr  Major  Moore,  1T83. 

In  Council  Philadelphia,  September  26tfi,  1788.  •  • 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  our  Gommnnicatioiis  of  jesterday,  yen  irin  preened 
immediately  to  inlist  and  embody  two  Companies  of  Infantry  con- 
sisting of  one  Seijeant  Major,  one  Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  eight 
Serjeants,  eight  Corporals,  Two  Dmmmers,  Two  Fifers,  and  one 
hundred  .and  twenty  six  prifates. 

In  performing  this  serrice  yon  will  please  to  conform  strictly  to 
tiie  following  rules. 

First,  To  guard  agunst  imposition,  «¥ery  Kecrait,  before  his 
attestation  be  signed  is  to  be  carfully  examined,  least  he  should 
have  a  rupture,  fits  or  some  other  disease  which  may  render  him 
incapable  of  performing  the  more  active  duties  of  the  Soldier.  All 
such  are  to  be  absolutely  rejected,  and  those  of  the  best  Character, 
both  as  Soldiers  and  Men  to  be  selected. 

Secondly,  When  an  unexceptionable  Recruit  shall  be  engagedj 
you  are  to  take  or  send  him  to  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  who 
finding  him  to  be  sober,  and  having  read  to  him  the  form  of  the 
inlistment  receipt  and  attestation  is  to  cause  such  Recruit  to  sign 
the  said  inlistment  and  receipt  an4  then  to  administer  to  him  the 
oath  herewith  inclosed ;  duplicates  of  which  attestation  inlistment 
and  receipt,  the  Justice  shall  witness.  Of  these  one  copy  is  to  be 
transmitted  to  this  Board ;  The  other  you  will  retain  in  your  own 
hands. 

Thirdly,  The  inclosed  form  of  Enlistment  .receipt  and  attestation 
is  to-be  invariably  observed.  -  ' 

Foorthiy,  As  an  encouragement  to  such  Recruit  immediately  to 
inlist  you  are  authorized  to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  State  the  fol- 
lowing RatioD,  one  pound  of  flour,  one  pound  of  beef,  or  thre^ 
quarters  of  a  pound  of  Pork  &  one  gill  of  whiskey  per  man  per  Day,' 
one  q«art  of  Bah  A  two  quarts  of  ^Vinegar  to  evwy  hnndred  rations. 
Eight  pounds  of  Soap  &  tfavee  ponnds  of  Candies  to  every  seven* 
hundred  rations,  one  suit  of  Regimental  Qloatbs  annually  conristing 
of  ono  Regimental  Coat,  one  woollen  Vest,  one  pair  of  woollen  Over- 
aUa^  one  blanket^  two  Shirts,,  two  pair  of  Rioes  taro  >pair  of  Sodcs, 
one  Hat,  and  ten  Watch  Coats  to  each  Company  and  the  following 
Monthly  pay  to  wit 

Seijeant  Major  &  Quarter  Master  Serjeant^  each^  eight  dollars  per 

Month. 

Seij6snt0, seven  dollars,  do. 

Oorponds, five  dollars,   do. 

D^»««dFIf-«dJ     ^       ^       p  four  doU«»,  do.' 
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Fifthly^  As  «e  addttional  eoooaragemeiit  to  the  aenrioe,  yoa  ar« 
at  Lib^ty  tOi  give  an^  amn  not  exoeedtag  foar  doUara  for  e? ery 
aaffioient  staod  of  arms  and  aoooatrements  forniahed  by  the  Beornit 
whom  you  may  engage. 

Sixthly,  No  fiuloagha  to  be  given  to  any  Reoruit  till'  the  farther 
order  of  Oonnoil. 

Seveothty,  Council  ezpeot  a  weekly  report  of  year  progress  in 
this  business,  tUI'  it  be  oondaded, 

I  am  &c.. 

J.  D. 

Acknotoledffement  and  Aueitation  of  , 


Nun*.       Aga.     Hal^L    Complexion.      Flam  Horn.    TiMto  <«'  OecapttHon.  ISMaMxH, 


I  do  acknowledge  myself  to  be  fairly  and  tmly  inlisted  in  the 
service  or  tne  common nrealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  corps  of  foot 
oommanded  by  Major  James  Moore,  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  that  I  have  received  the  snm  of 

in  advance  of  pay.    In 
witnesss  whereof,  I  have  set  my  hand,  this  day  of 

Anno  Domini,  178 
Witness 

I  do  swear  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  of  Penn? 
sylvania ;  that  I  will  faithfully  serve  it  in  the  oorps  of  foot  comman- 
ded by  Major  James  Moore,  for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the 
date  of  this  attestation^  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  that  I  will 
be  obedient  to  the  orders  of  the  Supreme  I^ecutive  Council,  tha 
Legislature  of  the  state,  and  the  Officers  by  them  set  over  me, 
according  to  the  continental  articles  of  war,  or  such  other  articles  as 
some  future  assembly  of  the  state  may  establish  for  the  goverament 
9f  the  corps  to  which  I  belong.  So  help  me  Ood. 
fiworn  before  me  this  ^ 

day  of  178 

Dif>ecl6dj — (on  publo  service)  To  Major  James  Moore  present,     '. 

P&OCESDINGS  OF  ASSEMBLT  ON  INTERNAL  COMMB&GB,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Mondaj,  September  15,  178?,  A.  M., 
,  The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to.  hold  confeireqcea  with 
the  city  merchants,  read  September  10,  wiis  i^ad  the  seoood  time, 
ahd  adopted  as  follows)  viz ;  -      . 
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.  Thai  thay  have  had  Boadry  eoafemms  with  a  oommiitee  of  the 
vnerobaota  of  Philadelphia  louching  the  idland  commerce  of  thia 
State,  that  thej  are  sorry  to  find  £e  same  sabjected  to.  so  many 
obstmciions  owing  to  the  roipoaa  condition  of  the  public  roads 
ihroaghwit  this  state — no  object  however  strikes  your  committee  in 
so  forcible  a  manner,  as  that  of  conducting  the  streams  of  commerce 
from  the  river  Susquehanna  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  This  your 
committee  are  fully  satisfied,  can  be  done  in  no  other  mode. so  easy 
as  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Schuylkill  np  to  Reading, 
snd  making  durable  and  lasting  roads  from  thence  to  such  part  or 
parts  of  the  Susquehanna  as  offer  the  most  6»aj  communication  with 
the  fertile  lands  westward  thereof — ^A  town  or  towns  laid  out  and 
e^oooraged  by  government,  in  such  situation  or  situations  on  the 
east  side  of  the  said  river,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
be  attended  with  capital  advantages  to  the  trade  of  Philadelphisj  as 
every  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  towns  would  in  some  degree  be  a 
iaotoT  for  tba  Philadelphia  market.  ^ 

Your  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions  to  the 
honorable  House. 

First, — ^To  view  the  different  roads  leading  from  Susquehanna  to 
Beading  and  Philadelphia,  and  point  out  the  most  practicable  mode 
of  improving  and  repairing  the  same,  and  to  consider  of  the  most 
probable  way  of  opening  a  commuoicaiion  between  the  rivers 
Susquehanna  and  Schuylkill — to  form  estimates  of  the  expences  to 
carry  the  above  designs  into  execution  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  next  House  of  Assembly. 

Second, — ^To  receive  the  proposals  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
may  offer  lands  to  the  public  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  town  of 
towns  on  the  east  b^nk  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Third,-^To  examine  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna  to  the 
Boaroes  of  the  same,  and  ascertain  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be, 
where  the  northern  boundary  of  this  state  will  fall,  particularly 
whether  any  part  of  lake  Erie  is  within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
taking  particular  notes  of  the  nature  and  geography  of  the  county 
as  to  the  practicability  of  roads,  water  carriage,  air,  soil,  natMral 
prodoetions,  Aca. 

On  motion,  't       -. 

Besolved,  that  the  same  Commissioners  view  the  river  Delaware, 
and  report  to  the  next  Assembly,  the  most  probable  mode  of  re- 
moving every  obstruction,  and  improving  the  navigation  thereoi^ 
with  an  estimate  pf  the  expence. 

Onlered,  that  this  house  will  on  Saturday  next  proceed  to  elect 
tax  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

Saturday,  SeBiember  20,  1788,  A.  M., 

Agfeeable  to  the  order  for  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to 
elect  six  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolutions 
adopted  September  15,  an(!f  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appeared. 
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that  Btrid  Bitteolioiise;  Tliomafl  HofeliiiM,  Md  Natbaai  S«ll«ray 
EMjtiireSy  were  duly  elected  for  perfomiDg  the  dodee  neBtianed  m 
the  first  and  second  of  the  aforesaid  resoiutioDs-— and  that  WUliam 
Haclaj,  Janes  WSkinson  and  WilKaiB  Montgonery,  Bsqniresy 
were  also  daly  elected  for  the  performing  tiie  dnties  mentioaed  in 
the  third  and  in  the  last  <tf  those  resolntioBfl. 

On  moliony 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  I>elaney,  Mr.  Gt.  Gray  and  Mr.  Slough  be  • 
committee  to  report  instmctionsto  the  Gonrtnisrionera  abore  named, 
eonformable  to  the  resolutions  adopted  September  15. 

Friday,  September  26, 1783,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  Stppointed  to  report  instmetions  to 
the  Commisielioners  nominated  to  Tiew  the  different  reads  lea^c 
from  Sasqnehanna  to  Beading  and  Philadelphia,  and  to  consider  w 
the  most  probabj^  mode  of  opening  a  commtraieation  between  tha 
rivers  Sosqaehanna  %nd  SobuylkiU,  and  of  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Delaware ;  read  September  28,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  adopted  as  follows,  (via.)  g 

Oentlemeni 

The  intentions  of  the  Assembly  to  promote  th^  welfure  and  hap- 
piness of  the  State,  are  so  fully  explained  in  the  resolutions  pointing 
out  your  duty,  that  It  would  be  needless  and  unnecessarjr  to  be 
more  particular,  it  remains  therefore  only  to  inform  yon,  it  ia  the 
earnest  desire  ^f  the  House,  that  you  proceed  with  all  possible  ez* 
pedition  on  the  busings  of  your  appointment,  and  that  every  neees- 
aiy  expence  attending  the  prosecution  of  your  duty,  will  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  on  orders  drawn  by  the  president  in 
Council,  to  whom  you  are  to  apply,  and  report  -to  them  an  estimate 
of  sach  Instruments  and  other  necessaries  as  you  may  want. 
Inclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  resolutions^  to  which  you  will  givo 
particular  attention. 

•  On  motiooi 

Resolvedi  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  to -view  the  obstruct 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  in  behalf  of  this  State  in  conjtm^ 
tion  with  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  StMe  of  New  Jersey,  to 
iucertain  and  determine  what  Islands  in  the  river  Delaware  above  the 
fiftlls  of  Trenton  belong  to  each  state,  agreeable  to  the  Ltm  in  that 
case  made  and  provided,  passed  September,  20  instant. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PBTfiR  Z.  LLOTD; 

Clerk  of  the  Qcneral  Assembly. 


PSiiNSTLTANIA  ABCHIVBS  1763.  181 

Sib  Out  Cablbtoit  to  Pbes.  Dickinson^  1788. 

New  York,  27th  September^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  delayed  anaweriDg  jour  EzeelleDcj^e  letter  of  the  6th 
InatMit*  Tiiitill  now,  io  hopes  Miat  some  of  the  offenders  earned  in 
the  ProekmatioDS  and  oertifioAtes  yoa  enel^sed,  migfai  have  been 
found  and  apprehended  here.  Bat  although  (Mligent  enquiry  haft 
been  made,  it  has  hitherto  been  withdnt  suooess. 

Should  -any  of  those  foeitiTes  from  Justiee  be  disoevered  here 
while  I  remain,  they  shall  be  apprehended  and  I  will  inform  joor 
Exeelleney  thereof. 

I  am  Sir^  your  Sxeellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

GUY  CARLBTON. 
JHreetedy    4k»  His  Excellency  John  DiekinsoU;  E6q^ 


CouKoiL  TO  Capt.  P«  Shbawixbb,  1738. 

In  Coandl, 

Philadelphia,  Sqytember  27tb9 1788.^ 
Sir, 

Council  dirbcty  that  an  aocurate  return,  of  all  public  stores  at 
Wyoming,  may  be  immediately  made  for  (heir  information.  I  have 
also  to  inform  you  that  in  a  late  Election  by  this  Board  you  wave 
apfKHBted  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  two  companies  to  be  raised 
for  tbe  fonher  defenoe  of  this  Commonwealth.  The  iBoruiting  of 
this  Corps  is  specially  committed  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
Mi^or  James  Moore  of  tbe  Pennsylvania  Litte  whose  orders  you 
will  hesreafter  obey.  Council  eoneetve  it  necessary  that  you  sbooU 
continue  at. the  post  and  proceed  to  act  in  that  Ikie  of  deligeaoe  and 
industry  which  hasalnady  so^  well  deserved  their  .  appro<bation. 
Many  reasons  make  it  prudent,  if  not  necessary,  that  this  a{q^ni« 
ment  should  be  conceiJed  from  .the  Garrison.  Among  others  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  if  they  were  acquainted  with  it  they  might  relax 
in  their  obedience.  You  will  be  pleased  to  make  immediate  report 
whether  Mr.  Weitsle  has  closed  with  the  proposals  of  Council,  and 
what  quantity  of  provisions  you  have  on  hand, 
lam 

with  much  respect 

your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,.See>. 
Directed,     On  public  Service, 
To  Captain  Philip  Scbrawder,  of  the  RangerS;  at  Wyoming. 

♦Seepage  101. 
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Pees.  Dickikbon,  to  Maj.  J.  Moorb. 

In  Council,  October  18»*   1783. 
Sir, 

Council  fully  confiding  in  your  Integrity,  Ability  &  Industry, 
fommito  to  you  the  important  charge,  the  Fort  and  Post  at  Wyom- 
ing, and  wiahee  you  &  the  other  clicerB  now  in  Town,  to  repair  to 
that  place  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  Men  that  are  inlisted. 

We  do  not  doubt  out  the.  utmost  care  will  be  taken  that  the 
Troops  behare  themselves  regularly,  &  that  not  the  least  injury  be 
done  to  any  of  the  Citisens  of  the  State.  Upon  your  arrival  there, 
you  will  endeavour  to  com^te  the  Companiee  by  enlisting  such  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  Garrison  as  may  be  approved  of  agreeably  to  the 
Instructions  we  have  given,  &  who  have  no  improper  Connection  in  the 
neighbourhood.  If  a  sufficient  number  of  such  Men  cannot  be  pro- 
cured in  the  Oarrison,  we  would  desire,  that  an  officei||nay  be  seat 
down  to  this  City  to  make  up  the  Complement. 

As  you  go  by  Harris's  Ferry  you  will  take  with  you  such  of  the 
Military  stores  at  that  place  as  may  be  necessary.     . 

Peculiar  Circumstances  strongly  point  out  the  propriety  of  desir- 
ing yoa  in  a  very  particular  Manner  constantly  to  employ  the 
ubnost  Vigilance  &  Alertness  for  the  security  of  the  Fort,  &  the 
Maintenance  of  the  Station. 

'  It  is  expected  (as  in  the  Instructions  to  Captuns,  R.  k  8.)* 
•  It  is  our  desire  that  as  loag  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
garrison,  it  shall  at  no  time  1^  left  without  a  supply  of  one  Month's 
previsions  in  stock  for  the  compleat  Establishment  of  the  two  oem<« 
panics;  and  that  for  this  purpose  you* will  correspond  with  John 
Weitsel  Bsquire. 

We  should  be  glad  to  have  a  return  of  all  the  millitttj  stM^  and 
eariy,  frequent  &  exact  Intelligence,  of  your  proceedings  &  of  every 
droumstance  that  may  concern  the  Interest  of  the  State. 

With  the  most  entire  Belianoe  upon  your  FideUty  Prudence  and 
Aothity, 

I  am  Sir,  your 

most  obdt.  &  hble.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

P.  S. — On  your  arrival  at  Wyoming  you  will  please  to  .muster  and 
Inspect  the  troops  now  there,  making  exact  returns  to  us,  You  will 
then  express  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers,  the  grateful  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  their  services  and  discharge  them. 

To  Major  James  Moore. 

*  See  page  100.    Robinson  and  Shrewder. 
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Tab  Petition  or  the  Inhabitants  of  York  Town,  1788. 

To  His  EzoelleDcjy  John  JOiokinsoD,  fisqnire,  PremdeDt,  and  ihe 

Honourable    Exeentivo    Council    of    the    Common-Wealih    of 

PennByWania^  now  ritting  at  Philadelphia^  October;  178S. 
Most  hnmbly  Shew, 

That  a  Number  of  Tro^s  (commonly  called  Armand's  Legion,)  have 
been  Quartered  among  Tour  Petitioners  about  ten  Months  ago ;  and 
ihat|inany  of  said  Troops  are  very  mischievous  and  troublesome  to  Tour 
P^^tioners,  but  they  contrive  it  so  Crafty  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
discover  the  Fact,  and  have  them  brought  to  Justice,  and  which 
they  conceive  would  be  equally  dangerous. 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  have  been  very  Subtilly  deceived  at 
first,  being  only  required  to  keep  them  for  a  few  Days^  but  have  been 
here  ever  since,  and  no  likelihood  of  being  yet  removed. 

And  that  many  of  Tour  Petitioners  might  have  had  the  Benefit 
of  Lettiog  some  Apartments  of  their  Dwelling,  was  it  not^  that  some 
of  said  Troops  were  Quartered  therein. 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  presume  to  be  highly  injured  in  their 
Property  and  deprived  of  their  Liberty,  (which  they  conceive  to  be 
equally  intitled  to  enjoy  the  same,  as  other  faithful  Citizens  of  this 
Common- Wealth,}  if  the  said  Troops  are  not  immediately  removed 
from  this  Place.  * 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  would  be  willing  to  bear  the  Burthen 
with  patience,  were  it  General  throughout  this  Common* Wealth. 

Tour  Petitioners  therefore  most  earnestly  solicit  Tour  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Council,  to  lend  an  Ear  to  their  Excessive  Bur-> 
then  some  Orievances,  and  Order  that  the  said  Troops  may  be  Quar« 
tered  in  Barracks^  which  your  Petitioners  presume  would  be  more 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  Troops,  and  less  Injurious  to  Indi- 
viduals, and  would  Believe  Tour  Petitioners  of  a  very  heavy  and 
disagreeable  Burthen,  in  which  they  most  humbly  Pray  Redress. 

And  Tour  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound,  Ac.,  will  pray. 
Joseph  Welshanoe^      Philip  Bothrock,         John  Moore^ 
Samuel  Leedy,  John  Jonesi  .     Oeotge  Miles, 

Frederick  Lowmasto,  Andrew  Weyer>  Henry  Wolff,  JunioTi 

Jacob  Gametf  Anth  Weyer,  Beraid  Harr, 

Jacob  Updegraff,  Henry  Cuningham,     Jacob  Qeartner, 

Jofl^h  Updegraffi        John  Haller,  William  Weloh| 

Jaoob  Lather;  Martin  Bagb,  Caleb  Kirk^ 

John  Myer,  G^rge  Finek,  Samuel  Fisberi 

Adam  Orover,  John  Can,  Jacob  Worly, 

Ffaaeis  Worley,  -       Martin  Bound,  John  Lieut, 

John  Bothrocki  Josua  Purit,  Martin  CronmilloO; 

BeDJajnhi  GorgaS|        Alexander  Brau,         John  Shoafur, 
SttinuQl.Qorgasi  John  Malntire,  Sam^  Updergraff, 

andotherik 
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A  PbOCLAMATIOK  foe  THAKKSOIYING  BT  COHGRBSBy  1788. 

Bj  The  United  StateB  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  homan  Events 
to  dispose  the  hearts  of  the  late  belligerent  power  to  pnt  a  period  to 
the  Effusion  of  human  blood,  bj  proclaiming  a  Cessation  of  all 
hostilities  by  sea  &  land,  and  these  United  States  are  not  only  hap- 
pily rescued  from  the  dangers  &  calamities  to  which  they  have  been 
BO  long  Exposed,  but  their  freedom  sovereignity  k  Independette 
ultimately  acknowledged :  And,  Whereas  in  the  progress  of  a  con- 
test on  which  the  most  essential  rights  of  human  nature  depended, 
the  interposition  of  divine  providence  in  our  favor  hath  been  Most 
abundantly  k  most  graciously  manifested,  and  the  Citizens  of  these 
United  States  have  every  reason  for  praise  &  gratitude  to  the  God 
of  their  salvation.  Impressed  therefore  with  an  exalted  sense  of  the 
blessings  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  ft  of  our  entire  dependence  oa 
thai  Almighty  being,  from  whose  Goodness  and  bounty  they  are  de- 
rived. The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  do  recommend  it  to 
the  the  several  States  to  set  a  part  the  second  Thursday  in  December 
next,  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving,  that  all  the  people  may  then  as* 
semble  to  celebrate  with  grate^l  hearts  and  united  voices  the  praises 
of  their  supreme  ft  all  bountiful  Benefactor,  for  his  numberless 
favours  ft  mercies — That  he  hath  been  pleased  to  Conduct  us  in 
safety  through  all  the  perils  &  vicissitudes  of  the  war;  that 
he  hath  given  us  unanioiity  and  resolution  to  adhere  to  our 
just  rights;  that  he  hath  raised  up  a  powerful  ally  to  assist  ns  ia 
supporting  them,  &  hath  so  far  crowned  our  United  Efforts  with 
success,  that  in  the  course  of  the  present  yeaf,  hostilities  have 
oeased  and  we  are  left  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  our  liberties 
and  Independence,  and  of  the  fruits  of  our  own  lands,  and  in  the 
free  participation  of  the  Treasures  of  the  Sea ;  that  he  hath  pros- 
pered the*  labour  of  our  husbandmen  with  plentiful  harvests ;  and 
above  all,  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to  oontinue  to  us  the  light  of 
the  hies  ed  Gospel  ft  secured  to  us  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  rights 
of  sonseienoe  in  faith  and  Worship;  And  while  omr  hearts  oveiSow 
with  gratitude,  and  our  lips  set  forth  the  praises  of  our  Great 
Creator,  that  we  also  offer  up  fervent  supplications,  that  it  may 
please  him  to  pardon  all  our  ofienoes,  to  give  wisdom  and  unani- 
mity to  our  publio  Councils,  to  Cement  all  our  Citxens  in  the  bonds 
of  affection  and  to  inspire  them  with  an  Earnest  regard  for  the 
National  honor  and  interest,  to  enable  them  lo  improve  the  dajs  of 
prosperity  by  every  good  work  and  to  be  lovers  of  peace  ft  tran^ 
quility ;  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  bless  us  in  our  husbandry,  our- 
oommeroe  and  navigation ;  to  smile  upon  our  seminaries  ft  OMans 
of  Education,  to  cause  pure  religion  ft  virtue  to  flouriBh^  to  give* 
pease  to  all  nations  and  to  fill  the  world  with  his  Glory. 
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Done  by-  tbe  United  States  ia  Conffreas  Awembled — Witness  hi$ 
Excellencjy  Elias  Boadinoty  our  President,  this  Eighteenth  Day 
of  October,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  Eigbty-three,  and  of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  !Bighth. 
Cha.  Tbomson,  Sio't. 

/  ELIAS  BOUDINOT  * 


Oapt.  Ja.  Chbtstib  to  Pass.  DicxiNsoNy  1783. 

Easton,  October  22d,  1783. 
Sir 

I  have  arrtTed  here  this  morning  at  9  o'Olock,  the  Betaebmenl 
in  good  order^  only  two  of  the  soldiers  which  I  shall  take  tho  liberty 
to  diasharge  as  uMi  for  service,  The  one  has  fits  &  the  other  is  ia 
SNUih  a  sitnatioii  frosD  his  own  faults  that  he  will  be  on  the  Dooior^a 
list  during  the  tevm.of  his  inlistment 

Your  £ccellenoy  will  see  the  reason  for  the  waffgons  being  allowed 
for  six  days.  The  two  first  days  owinff  to  the  badness  of  the  weather 
we  got  no  further  than  Flower  Town  about  twelve  miles  from  Phila. 
ft  be  is  allowed  two  days  to  return.  I  expect  to  have  everything 
ready  to  maroh  this  evening  &  will  set  out  to  morrow, morning. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

JA.  CHRYSTIE,  Capt. 
IHrtctedf 

His  Ezoelleney  John  Dickinson,  Bsqr.,  President  of  the  State 
Penna.  x 


PRBS.   OF  COKQBBSS  TO  PrBS.  DiOKINSON,  1788. 

(Circular.) 

Prinoeton,  22<  Oetober;  1783. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  a  Proclamation. of 
Congress  of  the  10th  instant^f  recommending  to  the  several  States^ 
to  set  apart  the  second  Thursday  in  December  next,  as  a  day  of 
pablic  Thaliksgfving. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with'great  respect^   '    * 
Your  Excellency's 
Most  obd^  and 

very  humb.  Servt., 
ELIAS  BOUDINOZ 
IHrected,      His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  Bw  dol.  Rao.  Vol.,  Xni.,  p.  746. 
ijiee  lags  186. 
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COtf  UIS6IQNBBS  Ot  WaSHIKOTON  Co.,  TO  PbES.  DiOKINSOKy 

1783. 

^Washington  County,  Oct»  25, 1788. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  Gonnoil  w«  reoeiVd  a  letter  the  20th  of  September, 
bearing  Date  the  24th  of  July,  informing  that  the  Exeeattye  of 
this  State  are  astonished  at  the  Inattention  with  which  their  Bepre- 
seotation  on  that  snbjeet  have  been  Beeeiyed. 

Permit  ns  to  say  that  every  thing  in  oor  power  has  been  adopted 
to  Ivrther  your  Honors  wish ;  our  County  Tax  has  been  laid  and 
will  soon  be  adjusted.  And  before  this  time  might  been  completed, 
but  for  the  lateness  of  receiving  the  tax  Bill,  which  was  near  the 
latter  end  of  June,  and  then  so  few,  that  they  in  no  wise  answered 
the  Demand  of  the  County ;  so  that  Bustoess  wae  done  with  tb« 
greatest  Diffioulty,  but  is  nearly  surmounted.  Aith</  we  are  oerCam 
every  twentieth  person  cannot  oomply  with  the  laws  Bequii«m«nt. 
Sir,  we  Remain  your  Honors 
;  Obed«  Hble.  Servts. 

JOHN  M'DOWELL, 
THOS.  GBOOKS, 
OEOROE  M«GOBMICE, 

Commissionen. 
Dtreked^ 

His  Bxoelleney,  John  Dickinson,  Bsq-i  Prudent  of  the  Ezeeu- 
tive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolution  of  Cohgbbss,  Bbmoval,  1783. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

October  30th,  1783. 

That  in  case  a  president  shall  not  be  chosen  on  or  before  the  12^ 
Day  of  November  next,  the  Secretary  adjourn  Congress  on  that  day 
to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  26th  of  said  Month,  according  to  the 
Besolution  of  the  20th  Idstant 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  &  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Peters. 

Massachusetts.  Mr.  Holten,  ay. 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay, 

Bhode  Island.  Mr.  EUery,  ay. 

Mr.  Howell,  ay.  , 

Connecticut.  .  .  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay. 

Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay. 


•J 
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MT 


ITeur  Yozk. 


New  Jeney. 
PeosylTatua. 
Harjl$nd. 
Yklgiiua. 

N'OaroIinJu 


Mr.  L'Homnedieii,  no. 


I 


SoQlh  Carolina. 


no. 

'no. 

no. 

no. 

•y- 

ay. 
ay. 
ay. 

>y- 

ay. 
ay. 


BO 


no 


no 


•7 


Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Condict, 
Mr.  Montgomery^ 
Mr.  PeterSy 
Mr.  Carrolli 
Mr.  M'Henry, 
Mr.  LeOy 
Mr.,  Meroer, 
Mr.  Hawking, 
Mr.  Williamsoni 
Mr.  Read. 
.    Mr.  Berreaford, 
Bo  it  was  Beaolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  Motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Lee  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Thai  a  Committee  be  appobted  to  repair  to  the  lower  &Il8  of 
Patomack  to  view  the  situation  of  the  country  in  the  Ticiniij  of  ^e 
same,  and  report  a  proper  Diatnct  for  carrying  into  effect  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  21**  of  October.     Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to 
amend  the  foregoing  motion  by  adding. 

And  that  the  Committee  appoint^  on  the  7*^  day  of  October, 
Instant,  to  report  the  most  suitable  place  for  electing  Buildings  for 
the  accommodations  of  Congress  neaf  the  falls  of  the  Delaware,  be 
directed  to  report  as  90on  as  may  ba  , 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  the  yeas  &  naya 


being  required  by  Mr.  Howell. 


Maasadbiiseits. 

Mr.  Holten, 

ay. 

Mr.  Osgood, 

•7- 

Bhode  Island. 

Mr.  EUwy, 

»y- 

Mr*  HoweU, 

•7- 

Ckmaeoticut 

Mr.  8.  BnnCiQgton, 

ay. 

Mr.  B.  Huntiogton,  ay. 

New  YoA. 

Mr.  Puano, 

no. 

« 

Mr.  L'Hammedieu, 

no. 

Mew  Jecsey, 

Mr.  Boudiaot, 

no. 

;  ^    Mr.  Condiot, 

no. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Motitgomery, 

no. 

Mr.  Pdtera, 

no. 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

»7- 

Mr.  McHenry, 

•7- 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Lee, 

»7- 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay. 

Now  Oan>liiia, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

•7- 

Mn  WitliamsoBp 

»y. 

8a.0aroHna,^ 

Mr.  Read, 

ay. 

Mr.  Benesfoid, 

af. 

So  it  was 

resoloyed  in  the  affirmative 

• 

) 


«7 


no 


no 


no 


»y 
»y 

ay 


i»i 
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Oq  the  Qoestioo  to  agree  to  the  notioii  of  Mr.  Lee'irliieli  was 
dmded  from  tbe  amendinent  et  the  request  of  «  Member  the  jeae  & 
saja  being  required  hj  Mr.  Peters. 


Maasaehnssetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Gonneetioai| 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsjlyaniai 
Maryland, 
Yirgioia, 
Nlo.  Carolina, 
So.  Carolina^ 


Mr.  Holton,  ay. 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay. 

Mr.  fiUery,  ay. 

Mr.  Howell,  ay. 

Mr.  8.  Huntington/  ay.  ) 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay. 
Mr.  Duane,  no. 

Mr.  U  Hommedieu,  no. 
Mr.  Boudinot,  no. 

Mr.  Cbndict,  no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,    no. 
Mir.  Peters,  no. 

Mt.  CtoTolI,  ■  ay. 

Mr.  MeHenry,         ay. 
Mr.  Lee,  ay. 

Mr  Meroer,  ay. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  ay. 

Mr.  Williamson,       ay. 
Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Berresford,         ay. 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


•J- 


no 


no. 


•J- 


*J- 


The  second  part  was  agreed  to  and  the  whole  was  as  follows, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  lower 
Mis  of  Potomack  to  view  the  situation  of  the  Country  in  the  vicinity 
of  tbe  same  and  report  a  proper  District  for  carrying  into  effeot  the 
resolution  of  21st  of  October  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  7th  of  October  to  report  the  most  suitable  place  for  erecting 
Buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  near  the  &lls  of  the 
Delaware  be  directed  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Members  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Oerry,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Meroer, 
&  Mr.  Williamson. 

A  ,  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell  seconded  by  Mr. 
Meroer.  •  * 

That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Executives  of  New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania^  Maryland,  ft  Virginia,  Copies  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  7th  Instant  respeetiog  Buildings  to  be  erected  for  a  federal 
Town  on  the  Banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  of  the  act  of  the  2l8t  In- 
stant respeeting  Buildings  to  be  erected  on  the  Banks  of  Potomack 
for  a  second. federal  town,  and  the  adjournment  of  Congress  to 
Annapolis  9C»d  that  Copies  be  also  transmitted  to  the  sevenu  other 
States  inthe  Union. 

A  Divkioo  was  called  for  and  a  question  taken  on  the  fiiat'  olaiwe 
as  far  as  *^  DelawaVe^'  inclusive  passed  in  the  affiirmative.  On  the 
Question  to  agree  to  thejpeoond  clause  ^m  Delaware  to  the  end, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  i^atquired  by  Mr.  Peters. 
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18ff 


Biiode  klaiid, 
Oottiiectioiit| 
New  Y<wk, 
New  Jeraey, 
PeDBsjlTtiiisy 
Maryland, 

YirgiBia, 

J 

No.  Carolins, 
So.  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holten,  aj. 

Mr.  Osgood,  aj. 

Mr.  Sltery,  ay. 

Mr.  Howoll,  ay. 
Mr.  S.  Biinthigtoii,  ay. 
Mr.  B.  HantingUnii  ty. 

Mr.  Dnane,  ay. 
Mr.  L'Houmediea,  ay. 

Mr.  Bondinot,  ay. 

Mr.  Condiol,  no. 

Mr.  Moatgomeij,  no. ' 

Mr  Patera,  no. 

Mr.  Carroll,  ay. ' 

Mr.  McHenry,  ay. 

Mr.  Lee,  ay, 

Mr.  Mercer,  ay. 

Mr.  Hawkine,  ay. 

Mr.  Williameoo,  ay^  > 

Mr.  Read,  ay,  ^ 

Mr.  Berretford,  ay. 


ay 

ay 

^Dd 


DO 


ay 

ay 
ay 
ay. 


So  a  waj  Besolved  in  the  afBrmatire 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seoy. 


BSPORT  AND  BrSOLITTION  OF  COHORBSS,   1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

November  1,  1783. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Dnaae  and  Mr.  S. 
Hantington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to 
devise  means  for  proouring  a  fall  rejj^esentation  in  Congress  having 
reported, 

''That  whether  from  the  pecnliar  circumstances  some  of  the 
states  have  been  under  during  the  war,  or  that  the  states  in  general 
were  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance  of  keeping  up 
m  constant  representation  in  Congress,  the  committee  cannot  find  on 
examining  the  journals,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  earnest  recom- 
mendations for  that  pui^ose,  that  all  the  states  have  been  repre- 
sented at  the  same  time :  it  appears  that  frequently  there  have  not 
been  more  than  nine  states,  and  too  generally  not  more  than  a  com- 
petent representation  for  the  lesser  objects  of  the  confederation.  A^ 
the  articles  of  oonfederation  are  silent  upon  this  subject,  any  furthe^ 
than  by  fixing  the  number  of  delegates  for  each  state,  and  by  de^ 
claring  how  many  shall  constitute  a  representation,  the  committee 
presume  sach  silence  was  in  consequence  of  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
0tate0  could  not  be  inattentive  to  a  dutj  not  only  essential  to  the 
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interestfl  of  eaoh  state,  bat  lik^frue  io  »  principk  «i  *bkh  Iha 
fsderal  goTemment  itaelf  rests. 

The  srtieles  of  oonfadoration  reqairing,  for  oertaki  pufpoMSy  the 
agreemeQt  of  dido  sta^  and  as  it  has  seldom  happened  more  than 
that  number  ha?e  attended,  the  oommittee  oonceire,  that  nol  only 
the  injary  the  pnblio  and  indiTidaals  have  suffered  thereby,  have 
been  occasioned  in  many  instanoes  by  the  absenoe  of  the  delegates 
of  some  of  the  states,  but  likewise  that  the  spirit  of  the  articles  of 
confederation  have  been  defeated,  by  making  an  unanimity  neees- 
sary,  whereas  nine  only  oat  of  thirteen  are  required.  And  the 
committee  are  farther  of  opinion,  that  unless  the  states  purine 
effectual  meseures  for  keeping  up  a  constant  representation  another 
material  object  of  the  confederation  will  be  frustrated.  The  delays 
unavoidable  for  want  of  a  full  representation,  will  they  conceive, 
oblige  Congress  to  remain  sitting  the  whole  year,  whereas  by  the 
articles  of  confederation  it  appears,  that  it  was  expected  part  of  the 
business  of  the  Unijbed  Statea,  would  be  transacted  >y  a  oommittee 
of  the  sta^e& 

The  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  it  should  be 
earnestly  reoommebded  to  the  respective  states,  to  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  maintain  at  all  times  while  Congress  are  sit- 
ting, a  full  representation,  that  the  delay  of  business,  which  has 
proved  90  injurious  to  the  public,  and  grievous  to  individuab,  may 
no  longer  be  a  subject  of  complaint. 

Reiolvedj  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


M.   HUFVNAOLB  TO  PrESIDEFT  OF  COUNCIL^  1783. 

D'S', 

By  Colonel  Hays,  I  Received  the  Instructions  from  Council  for 
the  preserv.  tion  of  the  Timber  upon  the  reserved  tract  opposite  to 
Pittsburg  &  have  accordingly  Notified  the  People  of  the  same.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  Boggs  produced  to  me  an  agreement  made  with 
him  by  General  Irwin,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  inclosed^  &  Council 
will  be  judges  of  the  propriety  or  inoproDriety  of  the  same  in  the 
mean  time  be  is  to  remain  on  the  Land  until  you  shall  give  me 
further  instructions  on  that  Subject 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Council  for  the  appointment  they  have 
lent  me,  at  the  same  time,  I  could  wish  to  have  an  associate.  I 
can  assure  you  it  requires  a  ^reat  deal  of  attention  &  care  to  bring 
these  People  into  Order^  &  it  would  require  one  constantly  to  be 
present  here. 

The  Judges  left  this  yesterday  on  their  way  to  Washington  ft 
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thej  iotMid  to  retarn  hem  on  Satardaj  &  I  thiok  iboy  will  1)6  iJtk 
ib  give  CfooQcil  a  true  State  of  the  sitijiatioB  of  this  Country, 
I  hare  the  Honor  to  be 

your  very*  H'ble  Ser?*, 

Mica.  HUFFNAOLE 

To  Major  John  ArmstroDg^  Jr..  Se(»«tary  Sapream  BzeontiTe 
Coueil,  Philadelphia. 
Hon*  by  Mr-  MoKam. 


M.  HUFFNAGLB  TO  Sbc'Y  ARMSTRONa,  1783. 

Siaoe  I  wroto  you  the  officers  k  Soldiers  of  the  Oarrison  are 
Otttting  their  Wood  within  the  Resenred  Tract  which  will  take  off  a 
mat  deal.  I  would  likewise  Mention  if  Council  should  incline  tp 
lisaBe  out  the  liand  it  might  be  done  to  very  good  hands. 

MICH.  HUPFNAGLB. 
Directed^ 

Major  John  Armstrong. 


MfilCORIAL  AaAIKST  THEATRBS  XN  PHILADELPHIA,   1783. 

To  the  President  and  Executive  Council  of  Fennsylvama. 

The  Memorial  and  Remonstranoe  of  the  SubaoriberB,  Inhabitanti 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia^  sheweth — 

Tbatj  understanding  with  equal  apprehensions  and  regret,  a  de^ 
^gn  is  in  agitation  and  preparations  are  making  to  open  a  Theatre 
in  the  Suburbs  of  this  City  for  the  exhibitions  of  Stage  plays  o^ 
other  pemicLoofi  amusements  of  the  like  kind,  we  conceive  it  our 
doty  to  represent  to  you  some  general  observations  on  the  occasioa 
in  which  the  Virtue  &  Morals  of  the  People  are  immediately  inte.- 
reatod. 

Previously  remarking  as  a  real  subject  of  peculiar  thaiikfulness 
that  it  hath  pleased  the  Sovereign  Buler  of  all  human  events  to 
dispose  the  hearts  of  the  powers  lately  ^'  at  War  to  put  a  stop  to'  the 
effusion  of  human  blood'^  by  the  restoration  of  peaoe  wherebv  the 
people  of  this  City  and  of  the  Continent  in  general,  are  happily  re- 
lieved from  the  dangers  &  Calamities  to  which  they  were  so  long 
exposed,  and  the  interposition  of  divine  Providence  hath  been  re- 
xnarkably  conspicuous  for  our  preservation  in  times  of  great  ex- 
tremity, a  serious  recollection  whgreof  ought  to  impress  every  Hind 
Vol  X-7.  • 
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^  witb-hvmble  gratitude  to  that  Almigbty  Being  from  whose  bounty 
&  .goodness  all  oar  blessings  are  derived/'  bnt  an  attempt  to  intro- 
dnoe  those  scenes  of  Vanity,  lioentionsness  and  dissipation,  is  an 
instance  of  great  inconsideration  and  depravity  in  those  who  are 
concerned  in  promoting  them^  as  it  is  also  a  oontemptnons  violation 
of  the  Laws. 

The  nature  and  tendency  of  those  exhibitions  unhappily  intro> 
ducing  a  variety  of  intemperance,  dissoluteness  and  debauchery, 
must  necessarily  affect  every  pious  judicious  mind  with  real  ooncem 
and  excite  a  tender  compassion  towards  unwary  Youth,  whose  Minds 
becoming  vitiated  by  a  taste  of  delusive  pleasures  grow  indisposed  to 
the  regular  laudable  &  virtuous  satis&ction  of  domestic  and  social 
life,  and  are  often  gradually  drawn  into  infidelity  &  corrupt  princi- 
ples, of  which  experience  hath  given  abundant  proof  in  those  places, 
where  such  ensnaring  amusements  are  allowed  and  encouraged. 

We  also  take  the  liberty  to  remonstrate  on  this  subject  as  it 
affects  the  respect  and  honour  of  magistracy,  which  Office  is  always 
rendered  more  difficult  &  perplexed  by  a  greater  variety  of  disorder 
ft  irregularity,  and  its  power  and  authority  most  be  weakened  by  a 
growing  corruption  of  manners  among  the  people ;  these  diverttona 
manifestly  tending  to  such  consequences,  we  request  you  would  con- 
ttder  them  in  these  points  of  view. 

And  as  the  good  order  and  subordination  in  Civil  Society  as  well 
'  as  the  exercise  of  the  divine  and  social  Virtues  proceed  from  sn 
attachment  to  the  doctrine  &  preceptst>f  the  Christian  Religion — can 
a  design  so  evidently  repugnant  thereto,  and  experimentally  mischie- 
vous in  practice  deserve  the  least  encouragement  t — and  should  it 
^  not  be  disQpuntenanced  and  suppressed  in  the  most  effectual  manner  f 
agreeable  to  the  provision  made  by  the  Law  in  which  the  disappro- 
bation of  such  irreligious  &  impolitic  amusements  is  declared  by  the 
Legislature. 

A  consideration  of  the  vicious  impressions  which  a  taste  for  these 
'diversions  must  stamp  on  the  Youth  &  others,  the  prejudice  that 
must  accrue  to  Industry  &  frugality  thereby — the  increase  of  dis- 
orders weakening  the  authority  of  magistrates— and  above  all  the 
open  and  visible  detriment  to  true  Religion — ^We  hope  and  desire 
may  prevail  with  you  so  effectually  to  interpose  your  authority  and 

SDwer  as  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  undertaking,  however  plausibly 
isgiiised  to  elude  the  penalties  of  the  Law. 
John  HeyneU,  John  Guest,  Saral.  Lewis, 

Isaac  Zane,  William  Norton,  Richard  Jones, 

Anthony  Benosot,  Joseph  Brinshurst,         Saml.  Clark, 

Jam's  Pemberton,         James  Bringhorst,         James  Starr, 
^  Charles  West,  Dan'l  Drinker,  William  Cliffion, 

^  David  Baoon,  Jno.  Lynn,  John  Townsend, 

Ilesekiah  Williams^       Ebenezer  Robinson,       Jno.  Bircball, 
Tho's  Hallowell,  James  WbiteaU,  Owen  JoDes, 

David  Evans,  Thomas  Rogers,  Sam.  Hopkins, 

Saml.  Emion,  James  Truman,  Hugh  Roberts, 
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Sam].  Garrignea* 
Daniel  Offley,  junr.» 
Cbaa  Jems, 
CaJcb  Carmalt, 
Caleb  Attmore, 
Chriatopber  Wbito, 
Joseph  Drinker. 
Robert  Evans, 
Jesse  Williams, 
Josbaa  Yamall, 
Tbomas  Rogera,JQnr., 
John  Pajne, 
BicbM  Oamphreys, 
John  Elliott^ 
D.  Laweon, 
Edward  Jones, 
Jos.  Ililbom, 
Wm.  Pusey, 
JoaaUiaD  DaweSi 
George  Guest, 
DanL  Offley, 
Tbos.  Masterman, 
Abraham  Liddon, 
Benj.  Hooton, 
Jerem'b  Cressoo, 
'William  Brewer^ 
Joseph  Bndd, 
Joseph  Richardson, 
Saml.  Pleftsants, 
Owen  Biddie, 
John  Elliott,  janr., 
John  Todd, 
Joaapfa  James, 
BiohM  Adams, 
Edward  Garrigues, 
Isaac  Pazson, 
Joseph  Moore, 
Jos.  Sbarpless, 
John  Ethos, 
Jon'a  Evans,  janior, 
Joseph  Baoon, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Sam.  Emlen, 
Benj'n  Hickman, 
Caleb  Cres8on» 
James  Todd, 


Jon'a'  Piney,  junr., 
Thos.  Attmore, 
Joshua  Cresson, 
Solomon  Whttsi 
Job  Bacon, 
Joshua  R.  Smith, 
Thos.  Parke, 
Samuel  Jones, 
Ellis  Taroall, 
John  Drinker, 
Jacob  Shoemaker,    * 
William  Sykes, 
Arthur  Howel^ 
Robt  Wood, 
Richard  Humphreys, 
Townsend  Speakmao, 
James  Cresson, 
Joseph  Shoemaker, 
Thomas  Parker, 
John  Haworth, 
Samuel  Hampton, 
Evan  Truman, 
Charles  Williams, 
Geor^  Williams, 
John  Field, 
Israel  Jones» 
Alexr.  Elmslie, 
Isaac  Pbipps, 
Edw'd  PeniDgton, 
John  Thomson, 
Jos.  Saunders, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Samuel  Bettle, 
The.  Ross, 
John  Tt)dd,  Junr., 
Isaac  Lewis, 
James  Bettle, 
Jos.  Richardson,  jr.9 
John  Poultney, 
Benj.llornor, 
Tho.  W.  Smith, 
John  Duncan, 
Robt.  Lewis, 
Saml.  Coates, 
Tbomas  Trotter, 
William  JackM», 


Robert  WorriH, 
Jonathan  Worrill, 
Thos.  Shoemaker, 
Israel  Whelen, 
Rich'd  Thomas, 
Thomas  FoUett^ 
Robert  Coe, 
Charles  Marshall. 
Thomas  Hough, 
Hugh  Roberts, 
John  Morton, 
Thomas  Fisher, 
Chris.  Marshall,  jr,9 
Benj'n  Oldden, 
Abijah  Dawes, 
Benj.  Humphreys^ 
John  Starr, 
Thos.  Poultney, 
John  Bissell, 
George  Dillham, 
John  Forster, 
Hugh  Howell, 
John  Burden, 
Thos.  Howard, 
William  SaveiT, 
Joshua  Howell, 
Thonihs  Williams, 
Miers  Fibber, 
Daniel  Trotter, 
William  Savery,jr., 
Tho.  Franklin, 
Ssmoel  Story, 
Saml.  Lobdell, 
James  Birchall, 
Samuel  Brigo, 
RubL  Haydook, 
John  Okiden, 
Thos.  Harrison, 
Wm*  Brown. 
Samuel  Nobie,  junr., 
Ererard  Bolton, 
Joseph  Russell, 
Richard  Hopkins^ 
John  Parrieb, 
Saml.  Rhoads, 
Samuel  RboadB,  jr., 


Philadelphia,  the  eighth  day  of  11th  month;  1783. 

Jndortei^ 

The  Memorial  of  some  of  the  People  commonly  called  Quakers. 
Bend  10th  Nov.,  1783. 
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Pbilada,  Novembr.  10th,  lt88. 
Mr.  N.  GarrisoDy 
Sir,  ^ 

I  am  directed  by  GoQDcil  to  know  wbat  will  be  the  lowest  terms 
you  will  take  to  erect  the  whole  of  the  Bosiness  on  the  prinoipal  of 
your  first  propoeition  as  that  seems  to  be  the  line  in  which  they 
would  choose  to  have  it  done. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Humble  servt. 

FRAN.  GUBNEY. 


No,  1. 


Messrs.  Db  Brussinb  &  Gahriboit. — Chbvaux-db-frizb, 

1783, 

We  would  desire  to  know  previously,  whetheiMt  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  Ohevauz  De  Frise  are  intirely  to  be  removed. 

Or  if  it  will  su£Bee  to  take  them  dov^n  as  to  as  the  Ballast. 
Untill  ihat  is  known  it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  Sum. 

But  in  the  latter  Case,  to  take  them  down  as  far  as  the  Balkst 
'only,  will  suffiee.     In   that  Case  We  require  the  Sum  of  Four 
Thousand  Pounds,  to  defray  all  Ezpenoes,  and  run  all  riaqfies, 
agreeable  to  our  proposition. 

In  Case  the  above  Sum  is  considered  too  large,  We  propose  an- 
other, less  expensive — namely.  We  will  take  Twelve  Hundred 
pounds,  which  shall  be  first  paid  after  the  Experiment  is  made  and 
aprovea  of.  As  the  whole  may  be  done  for  £2000,  including  the 
£1200  above.  Seeing  every  article  that  is  wanted  to  the  openUKm  is 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  publick,  and  need  not  first  be  pnrchased. 

We  will  agree  to  either  of  the  proposals.* 

DB  BRUSSINB. 
N.  QABEISOxV. 

Novr.  4, 1783. 

No,  2. 

The  Second  proposition  is  to  be  understood  in  this  manner.  We 
require  the  Sum  of  £1200  to  be  paid  us  after  the  ISxperimcat  with 
One  Obevaux  De  Frise  is  made  &  approved  of. 

We  will  not  eharffc  ourselves  with  the  whole  operation  then.  The 
whole  mav  afterwards  be  done  with  facility  &  (Economy. 

Our  Experiment  it  is  expectei  will  not  cost  more  than  2& 
Guineas,  and  will  be  made  in  half  a  Day. 

DE  BRUSSINE. 
M.  GARRISON. 

Nov.  1783. 

*  S«e.Col.  Roc,  VqI.  XIII.,  p.  745. 
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No.  8. 

By  o«r  flni  propodtioii  wt  veqnired  tke  sum  et  X4000  ftyable  as 
'•ziMmuied  in  the  umi9* 

By  the  second  we  required  £1200  payable  after  the  Ezpeiimeiit 
with  Ooe  Chevanx  de  Frise  was  made  and  approted  of  Recording 
to  which  we  are  confident  the  whole  Ezpenoe  would  not  be  abovo 
£2000. 

The  diierence  between  the  first  k  2nd  proposal  iscrotisiderable)  for 
this  reason.  The  first  is  in  proporUon  to  the  Ezpenoe  risque  and 
Tronblci  which  would  be  considerable  having  all  to  purchase  ourselves. 

By  the  2d  we  have  no  Ezpenoe,  risque,  &  but  little  -Trouble  tfs 
the  Ezperiment  would  soon  be  made,  and  then  oontiniied  asOenneil 
might  direct  which  with  a  proper  oeconomy»  we  are  confident  will 
not  cost  above  £2000.    Including  the  £1200  we  required, 

For  the  abovJRasons  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  first  proposals 
of  £4000. 

But  to  satisfy  Council  of  our  confidence  &  Integrity,  as  we  are 
convinced,  That  it  is  the  only  InfUible  phm  that  can  be  adoyie4,  & 
the  least  Expensive,  We  will  engage  to  make  the  Ezperiment  for 
20  Guineas,  and  to  oomclade  if  Conneil  think  proper  and  ^e  us  IB 
vrriting  we  will  divulge  onr  plan,  Kthey  disaprove  it,  it  is  void,  If 
they  approve  it  the  Money  shall  nevertheless  not  be  paid  till  after 
the  Ezperiment  is  made  and  approved  of.  And  one  of  the  2  persons 
will  agree  to  continue  the  operations  till  it  is  finished  which  the  othejr 
cannot  do  so  conveniently  perhaps  on  account  of  his  situation. 

DE  BRUS8INB, 


N.  GARRISON, 


The  Honbl.  the  president  &  Council. 
Nov.  11th  1788. 


Gov.   Hakeison,  of  Vikginia,  to   Prbs.   Dicktitsok. — 

BOXTNDARY,   1783. 

Virginia,  Richmond^ 

In  Gonncil,  November  lOth^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  answer  your  Bzcellency's  fkvor  enclosing 
the  resolutions  of  your  assembly  respecting  the  boundarv  line  be- 
tween the  the  two  states,  for  want  of  the  determination  of  the  Gent- 
missioners  appointed  on  behalf  of  this  State,  who  all  live  at  a 
distance  from  me.  I  have  at  last  obtained  their  promise  to  under- 
take  the  work;  and  to  enter  into  a  oorfespondence  with  your  Corn- 
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miflmonera,  and  with  them  to  fix  on  the  time  and  phtMs  of  meeting. 
The  gentlemen  appointed  are  the  Reverend  Mr.  Jame^  Madison,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Andrews,  the  honourable  John  Page,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Lewis.  Your  ezeellenoj  will  please  to  notify  their 
appointment  to  your  Commissioners,  and  give  them  similar  instrao^ 
thma. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  the 

most  perfect  respect  and  esteem.  Sir, 
Yanr  most  obedient  and  moat  honble  servant, 

BENJ.  HARRISON. 
Direcledf 

His  Ezcellancy,  Prerident  Dickinson. 


(Copy.) 
PkOOLAMATIOW  Of   GOVBRNOR  OP  CONKRCTIOUT,   1788. 

By  His  Bzcellenej  Jonathan  Trambnll,  Esq*,  €k>v  and  Com- 
mands in  Chief  in  and  oyer  the  State  of  Connecticnt. 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  by  their  Resolation  passed 
at  their  sessions  hoTden  at  New  Haven,  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
October  last,'^  have  declared  that  this  State  has  the  undoubted  and 
exclusive  Right  of  Jurisdiction  &  preemption  to  all  the  Lands  West 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  &  east  of  the  River  Mississipi,  &  ex* 
tending  throughout  from  y«  Latitude  41^  to  Latitude  42^  2  north, 
by  virtue  of  the  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  2'  to  the  late 
Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  bearing  date  the  23*  day  of 
April,  Anno  Domini,  1662,  which  Claim  and  right  they  axe  deter- 
mined to  assert  &  maintain. 

I  do  therefore  at  the  desire  &  Request  of  the  8*  Legislature,  here- 
.by  publish,  proclaim  and  make  known,  thia  their  Reaolution,  asaer* 
tion  &  declaration,  to  all  people  whomsoever  it  may  concern — And 
I  do  also,  by  this  my  Proclamation,  strictly  forbid,  idl  persons  what* 
ever  from  entering  upon,  or  settling  within  the  Territories  so 
claimed  &  asserted,  without  especial  License  &  Authority  therefor 
first  obtained  from  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State — as  they 
would  wish  to  avoid  the  pains,  penalties  &  forfeitures  to  which  thej 
nay  in  such  Case  expect  to  be  exposed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal,  at  Lebanon  in  the  State  of  Coa- 
nectiout,  this  16th  day  of  Nov,  A.  D.,  1783. 

(signed,)        JON.  TRUMBULL. 
*  See  piige^  116. 
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Gov.   JoH.   Tbukbulii  of   Ookk.  to  Pbbs.   Djcqkihsov. 

1788. 

LebanoD,  ISth  NoTember,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  enolosod  aeto  of  the  Legislatare  of  this  State,  passed  in  their 
Sessions  holden  at  New  Haven  in  Octr.  last,  whion  I  haye  the 
Honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Excellency,  will  shew  the  disposition  of 
this  8tate  towards  their  friends  &  Brethren  who  are  settled  on  the 
Territory  of  the  Susquehanna,  so  long  disputed  between  this  State 
A  that  of  Pennsylrania ;  whose  sufferings  ft  Condition  under  your 
State,  sinee  the  Pecree  of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners,  for 
defcenniniog  the  said  disputed  claim,  appear,  if  truly  represented  to 
us,  to  be  very  singular  &  extraordinary,  and  have  tended  to  ezeite 
the  Commisseration  of  their  friends,  as  well  as  to  produce  a  deter- 
mination in  the  legislature  to  give  them  all  the  aid  &  Support  in 
their  power. 

Mr.  Sherman,  who  does  me  the  favor  of  conveying  this  to  yonr 
Ezoellency;  and  who  is  going  on  to  Congress,  with  whom  he  is 
instructed  to  give  to  these  unhappy  People,  all  the  aid  in  his  power, 
being  fully  poeesscd  of  the  Subject,  as  well  as  of  the  views  &  Beter- 
minations  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  respecting  the  same 
will,  if  you  please,  confer  with  you  fully  on  the  matter;  and  prevents 
the  Trouble  of  a  particular  Detail  from  me. 

I  beg  leave  therefore,  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  Mr.  Sherman 
for  any  further  Information  which  you  may  be  disposed  to  receivo 
relative  to  this  subject. 

With  much  Bespect  &  Esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir,  Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOJi-  TRUMBULL. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellencyi  Jno.  Dickinson,  Esqr. 


Seo'Y  ARKSTBOKa  TO  MiCHABIi  HUFFNAGLB,  1788. 

P*,  Nov  16%  1788. 
D'  Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  16^  UlK,  has  been  received. 

The  licentious  disposition  discovered  in  Manellan  Township  is 
not  a  little  alarming ;  &  in  the  Opinion  of  Council  requires  an 
early  and  vigorous  correction. 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  th*i8,  yon  will  therefore  uaemble  the  Hagb- 
kftoj  of  that  part  of  the  Gonntj  &  with  them,  adopt  the  mooi  eA- 
dent  meaaniea  to  inyestigate  the  buaineaB  &  enforoe  the  laws. 

J.  ABMSTRONG, 
-    jr.  Seow. 

Hiflhi  Huffiiagle,  Eaq^  Py.,  of  Wealnoriand  Cosntj. 


Gov.  Trumbull  to  Prbs.  DickivsoiT)  1788. 

LeBanoD;  15*  Nor,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  yoor  Ezcolfenoy  seyeral  Acta 
and  Resolutions  of  Uie  Qeneral  Assembly  of  this  State  toj^etheriwith 
.my  Proclamation  in  Consequence  thereof,  respecting  their  Claim  to 
the  Western  Landsj  comprized  under  the  Charter  of  this  State, 
granted  by  King  Charles  the  second,  as  well  those  comprehended 
under  the  Susquehanna  purchase  as  those  still  further  West^  as  &r 
as  the  Biver  Missippipi. 

The  Decision  in  the  Case  of  the  disputed  Territory  between  this 
State  and  that  of  PennsyWania,  was  not  only  very  unexpected  to 
the  Leipslatore  of  this  State,  but  from  some  Circumstances  appears 
to  them  very  siucular  indeed,  and  such  as  calls  for  their  further 
prosecution,  and  m  which  they  hope  to  produce  such  Documents,  «i 
shall  obtain  the  further  interposition  of  Congress.  But  singolar 
and  unexpected  as  the  decision  has  been,  the  Bubsequent  sufferings 
&  Condition  of  the  People  who  have  been  settled  under  the  Claim  & 
purchase  of  Conneotidut,  whose  oiroumstances  entitled  them  to  the 
Commiairation  k  patronage,  rather  than  the  Bigor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  appears,  if  truly  represented,  to  luive  been  still  mofe 
extraordinarv,  and  have  excited  the  Pity  of  their  Mends  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  the  determination  of  the  Legislature  to  afibrd  them 
all  the  aid,  support  and  protection  in  their  Power.  The  Delegates 
from  this  State,  who  will  attend  in  Conffress  this  Winter,  having 
been  present  in  our  General  Assembly  when  the  inclosed  Bcuiola- 
tions  were  passed,  and  therefore  fully  possessed  of  the  3nbj.ect;  add 
as  they  are  directed  to  agitate  the  Matter  in  Congress,  it  k  nn- 
necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  the  detail;  leaving  the  sabjeot 
therefore  to  their  maoagement  and  submitting  it  to  the  wine  & 
judicious  determination  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  tn^ 
(Signed) 

JON«.  TRUMBULL. 
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BssoLUTioK  or  CotJKCfiL  ov  Censors,  1783. 

In  the  OooneU  of  OeaBon^ 

Nor  21-*,  17«S. 
Be0ol?«dy 

That  the  Sapieme  EzeontiTe  Coniicil  be  Teaneeted  to  ftiniish  the 
Council  of  CensofB  with  their  Minutes  sinoe  tneir  Reyolution. 

Bztract  from  the  Minntefl. 
JOHN  BOSE, 


ESSOLUTION  OF  ASSBHBLT— PUBLIO  BBJOICTNaS,  1768. 

State  of  PeDsylyania,  In  General  Assembly, 
^  Tuesday,  I>ecember  2,  1783.— A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  read  November  29,  relative  to  the 
'ptvparations  to  be  made  for  public  demonstrations  of  joy;  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  (vli. :) 

The  oommittee  appointed  to  confer  with  Oouncil  concerning  the 
indblie  demonatrations  of  joy,  it  may  now  be  proper  to  authorise  in 
this  State  upon  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  beg  leave  to  report  as  the  joint  opinion  of 
ibe  boaid  and  your  committee. 

That  a  triumphal  Arch  be  erected  at  the  upper  end  of  High  or 
Market  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  to  be  embeUished 
with  illuminated  paintings  and  suitable  inscriptions ;  and  that  some 
4re  works  be  prepared  fer  the  occasion. 

That  such  an  exhibition  in  point  of  elegance  as  well  as  in  regard 
to  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  spectators  will  prove  most 
generally  acceptable;  it  being  intended  there  should  be  no  other 
illuminadons  in  the  city  That  these  preparations  may  be  com- 
pleted in  three  or  four  weeks,  and  will  require  by  the  most  exact 
•computation  tbey  could  at  present  make,  at  five  or  at  most  six  hun- 
dred pounds.     And  therefbre, 

Resolved,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds,  be,  and  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Oouncil  to  make  public  demonstrations  of  joy  upon  tho 
^eCokive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Directed^ 

For  the  Honorable  the'Suprome  Executive  Council. 

7* 
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Petition  of  Dahisl  DftAis,  1788. 

To  Hia  Excellency^  John  DickiDsoo,  Eaqr.,  President,  and  the 
Honorablci  the  Supreme  EzeonliTe  Oooneil  of  the  State  of  Penn* 
ajh*.  » 

The  Memorial  of  Daniel  Drais,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Hambly  aheweth, 

That  your  memorialist  in  the  year  1780,  waa  appointed  Collector 
of  the  Tazea  in  Mulberry  &  Upper  Delaware  Wards — ^That  among 
otheca  in  hia  Doplicate  there  waa  the  Eatatea  of  Abraham  Carliale 
&  John  Piurroek,  Confiacated,  the  Aaaeaamenta  on  which,  no  one 
would  pay  to  your  Memorialiat,  and  aa  he  waa  obliged  to  account  for 
and  pay  the  Amount  to  the  Wardepa,  he  thinka  it  hard  that  he 
ahould  be  out  of  hia  Money  because  the  Eatatea  are  Confiacated 
And  humbly  Prayeth  to  grant  an  Order  that  he  may  receive  hia 
Money  ao  aaaeaaed  on  a*  Eatatea. 

And  aa  in  duty,  Ac., 

DANIEL  DBAISk* 

Philad.,  Oct.  9th,  1783. 
Indorted,  1783,  December  9tfa,  Memorial  Daniel  Diaia,  Beferred 
to  the  Gomp^  who  ia  requeated  to  report 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  J'.,  8^. 

It  baa  been  ouatomary  for  the  agenta  of  forfeited  Eatatea  to  nay 
the  tazea  aocroeing  thereupon  where  they  haye  not  contracted  with  that 
the  persona  who  haTC  leased  the  Eatatea  of  them  should  pay  the 
taxes  in  addition  to  the  Bent.  The  Agent  could  giro  Informatioa 
herein. 

Deif  10th,  1783.  J.  N. 

Pms.  Dickinson  to  Gbn.  Washington. — Oonokatula- 
TORY,  1788. 

In  Council,  December  9th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Four  Return  in  Safety  and  Health  to  thia  City,  from  which  yo« 
first  set  out  commissioned  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  your  Country, 
and  after  ao  auoceasful  a  performance  of  that  High  Truat,  afforda  08 
the  moat  aincere  Joy. 

We  heartily  congratulate  yon  on  the  late  honorable  Peace,  by 
which  the  Freedom,  Sovereignty,  &  Independence  of  the  United 
Statea  are  fully  acknowledged,  their  Territorial  Righta  aoataiued,  & 
the  Calamitiea  of  War  terminated. 

When  we  contemplate  your  Conduct  in  every  period  of  the  event* 
ful  Contest,  and  the  various  proofs  you  have  exhibited  of  your  Love 
for  your  Fellow  Citiaens,  our  Minds  are  filled  with  aentimenta,  which, 
.wre  are  oonvineed  you  would  rather  deserve,  than  have  ezpreaaed— if 
they  could  be  ezpresaed. 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  704. 
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Thej  are  SentimentBy  sir,  npraeiitiitg  yon  in  nioh  a  Lifflit  to  nMf 
tiiat,  ardently  wishing  you  every  Happineee  of  this  Life,  we  feel 
onraeWee  equally  moted  bv  Daty  &  Affeotion  to  beaeeoh  the  Best 
and  GFreatest  of  Beings  in  Ids  good  time  io  bestow  npon  yon  all  the 
Felioilles  of  that  to  oome. 

When  I  thus  oommnnioate  the  sense  of  Goanotl,  I  rqoioe  in  the 
opportunity  of  testifying  with  how  perfeet  an  Bsteem 
I  anil  Sir, 

your  Exoelleney's 

most  obedient  serrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON*. 
Directed^    His  Exoellenoy,  General  Washington. 


General  Washington's  reply  to  OouNcn*,  1783. 

To  His  Ezcellenoy,  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Gouneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PenaUvania. 
Gentlemeny 

I  am  duly  affected  by  the  welcome  reception  I  have  met  with  on 
my  return  to  this  City,  and  accept  with  unusual  pleasure  your  oblig- 
ing congratulation. 

But  I  feel  myself  particularly  indebted  to  yon.  Gentlemen,  for 
that  delicate  sensibility,  which  hath  spared  my  feelings,  and  bjr 
•oppressing  your  sentiments  of  my  conduct,  placed  it  in  but  too  fair  a 
point  of  light. 

It  is  from  a  heart  overflowing  with  ^titude  for  your  past  assist- 
jmoe  and  present  politenessi  that  I  reciprocate  all  your  benevolent 
wishes. 

While  my  farewell  blessing  thus  attends  you,  permit  me  to  give 
this  last  public  testimony  of  the  great  respect  and  esteem  with 
which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
PhiladelphU,  10th  Dec,  1788. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1783. 

In  Council;  December  16, 178S.' 
Gentlemen, 

Tho'  his  Exoellenoy  Gteneral  Washington  proposes  in  a  short  time 
to  retire,  yet  his  iUustrioiis  actions  &  Yirtuee  render  his  Character,  so 
q[^lendid  and  venerable  that  it  is  highly  probable,  the  admiration 

*  See  OoL  Rec.,  Vol.  ZUL,  p.  766. 
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&  Batectn  of  the  world  may  make  ik  Life  in  ayeryootuBidwableDe- 

See  pablio,  as  numbera  will  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  great  &  good 
ao  who  has  so  eminenUj  contribttted  to  the  Happiness  of  a  Nation. 
His  very  services  to  his  Ooontrj  may  therefore  sabjeot  him  to  isk- 
proper  Ezpenoes,  unless  he  permits  her  Gratitude  to  interpose. 

We  are  perfeetiy  acquainted  with  the  Disinterestedness  &  Oene- 
rosity  of  his  soal.  He  thinks  himself  amply  rewarded  for  all  hia 
Labors  &  Oares  by  the  Love  and  prosperity  of  his  Fellow  Citiaens  ; 
it  is  true,  no  Rewards  they  can  bestow  can  be  equal  to  his  merits. 
But  they  ought  not  to  suffer  idiose  Merits  to  be  burthensome  to 
Him.  We  are  eonyinoed,  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  would  regret 
such  a  oonsequenoe. 

We  are  aware  of  the  Delicacy  with  which  this  subject  must  be 
treated  f  But  relying  upon  the  Good  sense  of  Googress,  We  wish  it 
may  engage  their  early  attention. 

We  also  earnestly  desire  that  Congress  may  as  soon  as  possible 
'deliberate  on  the  Measures  to  be  adopted  for  remedying  the  Mischiefs 
that  may  arise  -from  the  late  British  Commercial  arrangements. 

Another  Point  of  vast  Importance^  we  are  anxious  to  have  speedily 
ft  finally  concluded :  and  that  is  the  Cession  of  the  Western  Lands 
ft  the  Disposition  of  them  for  the  Common  Benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

We  apprehend  very  unhappy  Effects  from  any  Delay  attending 
the  adjustment  of  that  Business. 

It  is  the  peculiar  Interest  of  this  State  to  have  all  the  Steps  takea 
as.  soon  as  possible  for  the  proposed  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 

On  these  Heads,  ft  on  every  other,  of  which  it  may  be  ibr  the 
^nefit  of  this  Commonwealth  to  be^advisedi  we  should  be  glad  la 
receive  regular  ft  full  Intelligence. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem^ 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servi 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
DirecUdf 
The  Honorable  The  Delegates  of  PennsylvaniaMn  Congress. 


Joseph  Wilson  to  Coukcil,— Jos.  Boakb,  1788. 

Frederick,  County,  Maryland. 
15th  December,  1788. 
Gesitlemen, 

Please  to  pay  John  Eleinhoff  the  Ballanoe  of  the  Certifioate  fer 
taking  Joseph  Doane  if  so  much  money  has  come  into  the  Treasury 
If  so  much  is  not  oobm  in  please  to  deliver  the  Certificate  to  htm  first 
•dednoUng  the  One  Hundred  pounds  I  have  received  of  it.    Iho 

*  See  answer  on  page  155. 
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Certifieate  I  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Hon.  Vice  president  nntill 
Joeeph  Doane  should  be  brought  to  Philadelphia. 

am  (jentlemen  yoor  Honble.  Servt. 

JOSEPH  WILSON. 
Dureded, 

To  the  Honble.  the  Supreme  Ezecative  Goancil  of  the  State  of 
"pennsylyania. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  I  am  Well  acquainted  with  Mr.  STohn  Klines 
hoof  and  Believe  that  he  is  FroperTy  authorized  to  Receive  the 
monej  for  Joseph  Wilson  and  I  will  be  securitj  for  the  same. 

Philad.  7th  January  1784. 

JAMES  BARS. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Kleni- 
hof  and  beleieve  he  is  properly  authoriaed  to  iUceive  the  Money  for 
Joseph  Wilcion  as  Mentioned  in  this  order,  and  will  be  security  for 
the  same. 

Janr.  Tth,  1788. 

B.  McALESTER. 


BBSOLUTIOJBr  OF  COUNCIL    W  CsHSOBB,    17S3. 

In  the  Council  of  Censors, 
Deer.  18th  1788. 
Resolved, 

That  in  order  lo  defray  the  Contingent  Expences  of  Council,  the 
Presideat  request  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Exectttive  Council,  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds^ 
in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Council,  he  to  be  accountable. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  ROSE,  Asst.  Secry. 


Frbb.  a.  Mtjhlbnbbrg  to  Frbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Council  Chamber,  Dec.  18th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  inclosed  Resolution  I  am  to  request  your  Excel- 
lency &  the  supreme  executive  Council  to  draw  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  £100,  in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

■  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servt., 
FRED'K  A.  MUHLENBERG. 

His  Excellency,  the  Pre9id^ 
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Council  to  Agents  of  Confiscatsd  Estates,  1788. 

Secretar/s  Office^  Philadelphia^  December  21flty  1788. 
GenUemen, 

I  have  the  directions  of  GouDcil  to  commnnicate  the  following 
order,  Viz :  that  the  different  Affentu  of  confiscated  property  be 
called  upon  to  make  an  immediate  a  correct  report  of  all  the  estates 
confiscated  in  their  respective  Gonnties : — ^specifying  such  as  have 
been  sold  &  the  other  proceedings  which  have  been  taken  npon 
them. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  much  Respeci, 
your  obed.  serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Secy. 


Pbes.  Diceh^son  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  Peace  Establishment  will  probably  be  yery  small,  we 
•should  be  glad,  that  Measures  might  speedily  be  adopted  for  having 
Care  taken  of  the  artillery,  arins,  &  ammonition  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  no  better  mode  can  be  devised,  than  to  have 
them  divided  in  just  proportions  among  the  several  States.  If  that 
shall  be  the  Determination  of  Congress,  we  doubt  not,  but  you  will 
require  an  account  of  those  articles  that  have  been  deposited  in  any 
particular  States. 

General  Washington  in  his  Circular  Letter,  reooTutnended,.  that 
the  same  arms  should  be  established  throughout  the  States.  We 
should  be  glad,  if  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  that  Point  into 
Consideration. 

These  subjects  seem  to  be  enfozned  by  the  first  Cironmstaaoes  we 
have  mentioned. 

We  wish  soon  to  receive  authentic  Intelligence  of  the  definitive 
Treaty,  and  of  the  Ratification  when  made. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedt.  h'ble  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Philadelphia,  December  29th,  1783. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable,  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 
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IhSLKGATlSS  nr  C02!rGBESS  TO  COUKCIL,  178S. 

GenUemeii) 

We  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  Reoeipt  0/  your  instnio- 
tioDS  dated  the  16lh^  Deoemberi  1783|  to  which  we  shall  pay  par« 
tieolar  attention.  The  first  part  of  the  instmctions  which  relates  to 
hb  Excellency  General  Wasningtony ''  whoee  illostrions  actions  and 
Yirtnes  render  his  Character  so  splendid  &  yeneraUe"  will  engage 
onr  earUeet  notice;  hot  we  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  the  Desire  of 
Yonr  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Conncilj  that  the  Delegates  of 
Pennsylvania  should  propose  in  CongresSi  that  an  allowance  be 
made  to  The  General,  &  what  that  allowance  should  be.  Whether 
the  Grant  of  a  Sum  of  Money  as -a  compensation  for  the  great  per- 
sonal Sacrifices  he  has  made  to  the  Public  or  whether  an  annual  sum 
to  indemnify  him  for  Expenoes  which  may  arise  in  future  from 
the  particular  Situation  he  must  be  in.  Whatever  your  Excellency 
A  Honors  may  direct  on  this  Head  shall  be  most  punctually  com- 
plied with. 

Congress  consisting  of  only  Seven  States,  cannot  take  up  at  this 
time  any  of  the  important  Subjects  which  are  contained  in  your 
Instructions ;  so  soon  as  Nine  States  appear,  we  will  press  for  (he 
Discussion  of  them,  and  give  you  every  material  information  relat- 
ing to  them; 

The  inclosed  paper,  No.  1,  is  a  transcript  of  the  Journal  of  Con- 
gteeSf  commencing  the  13th,  and  ending  the  27th  of  December. 

No.  2,  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Superintendant  of  Finance, 
on  an  Extract  from  the  Votes  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
relative  to  the  mode  fixed  by  tbe  House  for  the  settlement  of  Public 
Accounts.    The  Report  is  in  the  Hands  of  a  Committee. 

No.  8,  is  a  copy  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Asseu)- 
Uy  of  Maryland  in  Conseqaence  of  the  Restrictions  lately  imposed 
on  the  American  \Commerce  by  Great  Britain.  Virginia  has  passed 
an  Act  similar  to  the  Maryland  Act. 

Congress  have  received  many  Letters  from  their  Ministers  in 
Europe,  but  as  they  consist  principally  of  steps  taken  by  our  Minis- 
ters in  their  Negociations  for  Peace,  A  of  conversations  of  a  secret 
Nature,  which  they  have  had  with  the  Ministers  of  some  European 
Courts,  we  are  not  at  Liberty  to  copy  them  for  yonr  Inspection. 

We  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of  Importance  before  Congress  at 
this  time  except  what  we  have  inclosed.  Colonel  Franks  has  been 
employed  by  us  to  copy  the  papers  sent  herewith,  if  we  are  to  per- 
sue  the  plan  of  sending  to  you  Copies  of  all  papers  which  we  m^y 
believe  necessary  for  your  inspection,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  engage 

*  8se  page  191. 
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him  or  some  other  person  to  do  that  Business.  Bat  as  we  have  no 
Authority  to  promise  an  allowance  for  this  serviooi  we  reqmest  Your 
Ezoellenoy  and  Honors  to  give  ns  an  Instruction  on  this  Subject. 

We  are  with  the  highest  Respect, 

&  Bsteem,  Tour  Excellencjr's 
Sl  Oounoihi  Obedient  humble  8enrtfl.| 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
EDW.  HAND, 
CAD.  MORRIS. 

Annapolb,  80  December,  1783. 


Dblbgatxs  nr  CoNaEBSS  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Annapolis,  30  December,  1783. 
JSir, 

A  Question  of  ereat  Importance  has  been  debated  in  Congress ; 
and  will  probably  be  renewd  in  a  Day  or  two.  It  is  Whether  Seven 
States  in  Congress  assembled  are  compete/at  to  a  Ratification  of  the 
D^nitive  Treaty, 

On  this  Point  we  request  a  positive  Instruction  from  Council. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Gentlemea 
who  made  &  seconded  the  motion  for  a  Ratification  by  Seven  States, 
alleged  ^<  That  Congress  consisting  of  Nine  States,  viz. :  Mossa- 
^'chusets,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
^'  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  k  N*  Carolina,  did  on  the  29th 
^'  of  October  last,  at  Princeton  authorise  and  instruct  their  Minis- 
/'  ters  at  Pari&^to  make  the  Preliminary  Articles  a  Definitive  Treaty 
^'  of  Peace.  That  Nine  States  having  declared  what  Articles  shonld 
''constitute  the  Definitive  Treaty  ;  and  the  Treaty  being  framed  ao- 
''  cording  to  their  Declaration  &  Instructions,  It  mav  now  be  rati- 
''  fied  by  Seven  States.  That  there  is  no  Probability  that  Nine 
/'States  will  assemble  in  time  to  ratify.  That  admitting  the  Quet- 
"  tion  to  be  doubtful  it  would  be  the  Excess  of  bad  policy  to  risque 
"  a  Renewal  of  the  War,  by  delaying  the  Ratification  of  it.  That 
"  the  last  artiele  of  the  Treaty  declares  it  shall  be  ratified  and  e»- 
"  changed  in  Sis  Months,  or  sooner  if  possible.  Thi^t  only  aizt j 
"  Days  now  remain  for  the  Ratification  &  Exchange ;  which  lasyt 
/'  must  be  made  in  Paris  or  London. 

These  are  the  principal  Arguments,  which  have  been  advanced  bj 
the  Gentlemen  who  press  for  an  immediate  Ratification. 

We  need  not  inform  your  Excellency  how  necessary  the  Instruo- 
tions  of  Councils  on  this  (^dstioa  am  to  us.    We  shall  endeavour 
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to  dftkqr'the  ]>aief mlnaiion  of  Congreas  vntiU  we  iweiTe  tn  answA 
to  tlua  Letter  &  are  with  the  highest  Respect. 
Your  ExceUeaoy  &  Coanoili 
most  obedient  h^'*  ServaDte, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
CAD.  MORRIS, 
EDW-  HAND. 
The  States  at  present  represented  in  Congress  are  Massachnsetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  &  No. 
Carolina.    Mr.  Foster  of  Newhampshirs,  &  Mr.  Re^  of  South 
Carolina. 
IHrtetedf 
His  Bzoell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 


[This  and  the  following  papers  having  been  disee>vered  since  the 
preceding  were  published,  and  belonging  to  the  Revolatipnary  period, 
it.is  deemed  best  to  introduce  them  here  before  entering  upon  those 
for  1784.] 

CotJKOL  90  JosBPH  Bbsd,  1777.- 

Philad.  23d  July,  1777.t 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  Letter  of  the  28rd  of  June,  last  from 
Burlington. 

This  I  eommunicated  to  the  President  &  Counoil  without  delay. 
They  have  been  for  two  weeks  past  in  expectation  of  receiving  your 
determination  concerning  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  to  which  they 
tiad  appointed  you;  and  beilig  at  length  become  anxious  for  it  they 
order  me  to  remind  you  on  the  subject. 

It  appears  extraordinary  to  the  Council;^  that  the  Speaker  of 
Assembly  &  Gentlemen  of  distinction  should  mtimate  to  you,  that 
delay  in  your  answer  would  be  acceptable.  When  the  House  was 
last  sitting,  and  especially  about  the  time  of  recess,  many  of  the 
members  at  different  times  pressed  the  propriety  &  need  of  filKnt 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  Judicature,  upon  the  members  of  Councu 
seperately.  They  spoke  in  the  name  of  their  Constituents.  The 
Counoil  feel  the  want  of  it  weekly.  Criminals  confined  for  Capital 
Charges  press  for  Trial  or  bailment,  in  many  of  the  Counties,  th6 
inferiour  Courts  of  Common  pleas  cannot  well  proceed  without  the  ^ 
bpper  Court,  witLwch.  they  are  systematically  connected  ;  nor  can 
the  benefit  of  habeas  Corpus  be  properly  enjoyed.  Besides  the 
damage  done  to  the  administration  by  the  present  decripid  condition 
Of  the  body  politic  is  extensive  &  mischievous.     The  wishes  of  good 

t  Mr.  Seed  attended  in  Oooneil  on  the  same  day  and  defined  the  office 
his  reasons  ia  wntingi^See  CoL  Bee ,  VoL  XLj  p.  249,  and  Arduvef 
*  P»  879. 


m. 


168  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVB8  1783.    ^ 

OiticenB  therefore,  the  puUic  utility,  the  ardent  desire  of  Oouiioil  to 
gratify  the  one  &  promote  the  other,  join  in  asking  year  aooeptaiMe 
of  the  important  office  to  which  you  are  called,  without  delay. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  Servt. 


ReMONSTRANCB  of  IsBAEL  PBMBBftTON,  ftc,  1777. 

To  the  President  &  Council  of  Pensilvania. 

The  Remonstrance  of  Israel  Pemberton  John  Hunt  and  Samuel 
Pleasants. 
Sheweth, 

That  Lewis  Nicola  is  about  to  deprive  us  of  our  Liberty  by  an 
order  from  you,  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy  viz. 

"  In  Council  Sepr.  3, 1777." 

^'  Ordered,  That  Cdlonel  Nicola,  Town  major,  do  take  a  proper 
^' guard  &  sieze  Israel  Pemberton,  John  Hunt  &  Siamuel  Pleasants  & 
"  Conduct  them  to  the  Freemason's  Lodge  &  there  confine  them 
"  under  proper  guard  'till  farther  orders." 

'^  Extracts  from  the  minutes. 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy." 

That  We  are  advised  &  from  our  own  knowledge  of  our  Rights  & 
Privileges  are  assured  that  your  issuing  that  order  is  arbitrary,  un- 
just, &  illegal  &  we  therefore  believe  it  is  our  duty  in  clear  and 
express  terms  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  order  appears  to  be  arbitrary,  as  you  have  assum'd  an  authority 
not  grounded  in  Law  or  Reason  to  deprive  us,  who  are  peacable 
men  &  have  never  bore  arms,  of  our  Liberty  by  a  military  force, 
when  you  might  have  directed  a  Legal  Course  of  Proceeding ;  un- 
just as  we  have  not  attempted  nor  are  charged  with  any  act  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Character  we  have  steadily  maintained  of  good  Citizens 
sollicitous  to  promote  the  real  interest  &  welfare  of  our  Country  & 
that  it  is  Illegal  is  evident  from  the  perusal  &  Consideration  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Government  from  which  you  derive  all  your 
authority  &  Power. 

We  therefore  claim  our  undoubted  rights  as  Freemen  having  a 

i^ust  sense  of  the  inestimable  value  of  Religious  &  Civil  Liberty  to  be 
leard  before  we  are  confined  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said 
order  &  we  have  the  more  urgent  reason  for  insisting  on  this  our 
Right  as  several  of  our  Fellow  Citizens  have  been  some  Days  &  now 
are  confined  by  your  order  Sc  no  opportunity  is  given  them  to  be 
heard  &  we  are  informed  that  it  is  your  purpose  to  send  them  A  us 
to  a  distant  part  of  the  Country,  even  beyond  the  limita  of  the 
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Jttriadietion  yon  clMin  ft  where  tbe  reoonrse  we  afe  justly  ft  legally 
entitled  to,  of  being  heard  ft  of  eleariDg  onnelVee  from  any  Charge 
or  suapioion  you  may  entertain  reepectin^  us  will  be  impraotioable. 

We  fervently  deaire  yon  may  be  so  wise  aa  to  attend  to  the  Die- 
tate  of  Truth  ft  Juatioe  in  your  own  minda  ft  obeerye  the  pieoept 
of  our  Lord  Jeeus  Chriat  whom  you  profeaa  to  belieye  in  '^  all  things 
<<  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you  Do  ye  even  so  to 
^<  them  Mattw.  7 :  12/'  ft  then  we  have  no  doubt  you  will  Comply 
with  thia  juat  Claim  we  make,  which  will^be  duly  aoknowledgcd  by 
yoiur  Beal  Friends  ft  well  wishers^ 

ISR.  PEMBBRTON, 
JOHN  HUNT^ 

BAM.  PLEASANTS  * 
Phflada.  4  9mo  J777. 


GsN.  James  Pottjee  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Penns  Valley,  May  8d,  1779.t 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  Just  ReoMved  your  Kind  &vour  of  the  fourteenth  of  April 
J01}  reoommend  the  posting  of  Troops  at  Munoey — there  has  allway 
been  a  number  of  Hartleys  RegL  posted  at  Munoey  since  they 
came  to  this  Country  that  pleaoe,  Jenkinses,  Wioming,  and  Sun- 
bury  are  the  posts  they  have  ocoupeyed.  I  would  be  fond  to  carrev 
on  a  CorHspondanoe  with  QenL  Hand  but  it  will  be  attended  with 
Difiequalty.  I  am  much  obledged  to  your  for  you  ffood  services  and 
harty  enolination  you  express  too  serve  us  on  the  n*unteers  and  for 
your  ears  in  sending  me  the  papers.  You  are  pleased  to  inform  me 
of  yo«ir  Endeavours  to  get  the  Militia  in  good  order.  I  am  sorry 
my  situation  is  such  that  I  can  be  of  little  use  to  my  Country  a,t 
present  being  almost  separated  from  the  Rest  of  the  World,  it  is  a 
pity  the  endulganoe  shone  too  tbe  Torreys  has  not  had  a  better 
effect  on  them,  but  endulgenee  is  frequently  abused  Except  where 
there  is  some  Qenerosety  or  Sperrit  and  that  we  must  not  look  for  in 
a  Torroy  as  the  Revarse  of  that  was  the  very  cause  of  there  being 
Torreys. 

Our  County  has  been  severly  scurged  these  days  past  by  the 
Indians,  by  the  best  aocounts  I  can  receive  we  have  had  killed  and 
taken  Prisnors  about  forty  persons,  the  perticquUers  J  expect  you 
wtU  Reoeve  before  this  comes  to  hand,  the  Militia  of  CoL  Buohan- 
ans  Battalion  of  Cumberland  County  were  ordered  to  march  to  fort 
Boberdeau  they  Refused  to  march  aledging  it  was  unreasonable  to 
order  them  out  and  to  have  no  guards  on  there  own  frunteers,  but 
at  the  same  time  Declared  there  williogness  to  guard  the  frunteers 
oposite  to  themselves,  on  my  oonfering  with  Col.  Stewart,  one  of  the 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XL,  p.  290.  f  See  YoL  YH.,  p.  865, 
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of  the  oompanv  to  this  Valley  and  the  other  half  to  standing  stone 
Valley  in  Bedford  County,  those  that  were  for  this  pleace  eane  he4r 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  and  the  day  before  Col.  Hunter  Mat 
to  this  Valley  one  officer  and  fifteen  men,  of  those  that  were  raised 
in  the  Oonnty  by  snpperBeriptiens,  a«d  yesterday  nnezpeoted  oame 
Captn.  Gerbey  with  his  Troop  of  Light  Hors  that  was  ordered  by 
the  Board  of  war  in  Feby.  last  to  this  pleaoe.  Gol.  Hartly  for  what 
Beason  I  know  not^  got  the  Board  to  Oonntennand  thefe  Orders, 
on  Oap^  Cerbeys  ariTel  hear^  I  sent  the  Oumberland  militia  to 
Standing  Stone  Valley  in  Bedford  County,  thus  we  Got  sap^^iod 
with  men  after  I  had  the  pleasure  of  keeping  Garrison  with  my  family 
alone  for  six  weeks  in  one  of  the  frnnteer  Garrisons  of  the  County, 
and  not  a  man  stationed  on  any  part  of  the  frunteers  of  the  two 
Oonntys  from  Mancey  westward,  untill  the  twentv-eight  of  April.  I 
must  confess  I  think  the  Militia  of  Col.  Buchanan  s  Batt  was  not  to 
Bleame  for  Refusing  to  march  too  fort  Roberdeau  when  there  was  no 
Guards  on  their  own  frunteers  but  a  few  Inhabitance  shut  up  in  forts, 
and  every  day  lickley  to  eveqnate  them,  and  altho'  I  haye  always  been 
for  Obedience  to  Orders,  the  Lieutenaut'e  Orders  to  that  Companey 
Considring  there  siroumstanoes  were  too  Hard  to  be  compleyed 
with.  Our  people  on  the  frunteers  of  this  County  showed  a  mutob 
Better  spirrit  and  makes  a  better  stand  than  I  expected.  I  trust  in 
God;  through  his  Blessing,  the  ensuing  Campain  will  gtant  Befefl. 
I  am,  dr.  sir,  with  the  most  f 

sincer  Regard  and  Esteem, 

Tour  meet  ebediant  Humble  servant^ 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Directed^ 

On  public  service* 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, In  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Bbobhbu)  to  P&bs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Pittburgh,  May  22-',  1779* 
Bear  Sir, 

Th6  Enemy  has  done  little  or  no  Damage  for  upwards  of  a  fort- 
aiight  past,  except  taking  two  lads  prisoners  in  Salt  liok  Valley. 

My  son  haa  frequently  wrote  me  that  you  assured  him  bo  was  to 
retain  his  rank  in  the  army,  which  was  my  wish ;  but  having  wrote 
i)is  Excellency  to  permit  him  to  visit  me ;  I  received  the  following 
Answer.,  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  many  Officers  ia  captivity 
to  have  J>een  overl9dked  by  their  Stat^j  who  had  the  power  of  all 
Regimental  appointments,  which  seem  to  have  been  the  esse  with, 
Mr.  Bsodbead.    Had  he  been  appointed  in  the^Une  after  so  long 

*  See  YoL  YIL  jpa^e  tfi. 
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■Bb-HeiiteBflrtB  of  thsi  OoniitTy  he  aUowod  them  to  mivoh  one-luilf 
an  absence  from  jee,  I  sliovld  not  have  lefuaed  him  the  oppor- 
tanity  of  paying  jon  a  Tint;  bnt  ae  he  has  not^  theie  eannot  be  % 
pewibiHty  of  objeelion  on  my  part. 

I  fieely  oonfoBB  that  I  have  not  met  any  thing  of  lale,  that  has  so 
mneh  hnrt  my  feelings,  aa  the  neglect  ehown  to  the  brare  ofieersi 
vhOy  by  the  went  of  Judgment  in  seme,  nnlortanately  fell  in  to  the 
hands  of  the  Bnemy.  And  I  wish  the  president  any  not  be 
injnrions  to  the  Service. 

Had  any  improper  Condaet  on  their  part  been .  maniliMted,  il 
we>old  have  jostiiied  a  coolnen,  but  I  tmst  that  was  not  the  oassi 
and  have  al#ays  nndecstood  that  the  nnmbor  of  the  Bnemy,  was  so 
mnoh  superior  to  theirs,  that  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have 
contended  longer  than  they  did. 

Give  me  ]^ve  to  thaok  you  in  the  name  of  my  Beg*,  for  the 
ample  supplies,  which,  I  am  informed  are  on  the  road,  for  the  officers 
ft  Men. 

Inclosed  lire  Copies  of  a  Letter  received  from  Major  Vernon,  ft 
two  Speeches  from  the  Indians.  I  believe  the  Western  Indians, 
eveept  the  Shawnese,  ajre  quiet,  &  that  we  shall  soon  pve  a  seod 
account  of  the  Northerns.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  at  Fort 
Lawrens  was  owing  to  repeated  false  letums  of  the  sseptst*  Commy. 
there ;  but  I  hope  a  small  supply  which  I  had  sent  them  bya  new 
vonte,  will  leaeh  that  post  before  it  ii  quite  evacyiated.  When  I 
shall  reoeive  more  salt  provisions  to  suosist  the  Garrisons  at  the 
different  advanced  posts,  I  know  not,  but  every  step  bss  been  takeii 
to  procnre  it,  that  appeared  promising. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard  ft  Esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your 
Bzccllencies  most 

Obed*  Serv*. 

DANIBL  BBODHBAD, 
Ool*  eommandg., 
West*  Departm*. 
IHrectedf    His  Excellency,  Qovembr  Bead. 


DBPOsino]!!  OF  JAMI8  Okllbrs. — ^Brig  Aotivb,  1780, 

James  Oellers  of  full  ase,  being  duly  sworn,  depoeeth  ft  saith 
that  Cant.  Jacquellen  de  Ray,  late  Oaptain  of  the  Brig  Active, 
came  toNhis  Port,  &  applied  to  this  Depon*,  as  his  Factor,  that 
having  consulted  this  Deponent  about  his  outward  Oargo,  it  Was 
concluded  to  export  Flour  if  they  coald  do  it.  That  the  Captain 
applied  to  the  Minister  of  France,  who  recommended  him  to  Mr. 
Bolker;  that  ho  applied  to  Mr.  Holker  for  a  Freight,  who  excused 
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himself  as  not  having  Money  to  porohase  Flonr ;  that  ih&  s*  Oaptain 
soon  after  observing  a  Schooner  loading  Flour  under  Mr^  Holker's 
direction,  thought  it  hard  that  he  could  not  have  a  like  Prilidge  ; 
he  then  applied  again,  offering  Mr.  Holker  to  purchase  Flour  witb 
bis  own  Money  if  he  would  assist  him  to  export  it,  which  Mr. 
Holker  agreed  to,  provided  bis  Agent  should  do  the  Business,  A 
the  Captain  to  allow  him  5  ^  e*  on  the  Cargo  of  flour ;  that  the 
Flour  was  to  be  offered  to  the  Agent  of  the  French  Marine  in  the 
West  Indies  at  the  Market  Price,  but  if  he  did  not  want  it,  then 
to  be  sold  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Owner,  Mr.  De  Key ;  that  this 
Deponent  was  informed  by  MonaT  Florentin,  Captain  of  the  Pokooa, 
that  he  had  been  adopted  to  submit  to  the  like  Term  od  a  Cargo  of 
Flour.  •* 

And  further  Deponent  saith  not,  &o. 

JAMES  OELLBRS.* 

Sworn  before  me  this  13  day  of  Nov.  1780. 

PLUNKET  FLEESON. 


Chas.  W.  Pbale,  &c.,  to  Pkesidbnt  op  Council,  1779. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Stato. 
Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  you  in  behalf  of  a  number  of 
dtizens,  with  our  request,  that  your  excellency,  with  the  honorable 
the  council  of  the  state,  will  favor  with  your  presence  on  Monday 
the  fifth  of  July,  the  delivering  an  enlogium  in  honor  of  the  brave 
men  who  have  fallen  in  the  contest ;  us  also  that  you  will  invito,  if 
it  shall  seem  proper  to  you,  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  France,  and 
Don  Juan  de  Merailles,  a  Spanish  gentleman  a  resident  in  this  state. 
If  it  may  be  agreeable  to  your  Excellency  and  the  council,  a  band 
of  military  instruments  of  music  shall  wait  upon  your  excellency 
the  council,  and  congress  if  they  shall  attend,  from  the  stato  house, 
and  it  is  submitted  to  your  excellency,  whether  a  company  of  the 
Militia  under  arms,  may  not  be  admitted  to  accompany  the  band. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  citixens, 
your  excellency's  most  devoted  and  very  bumble  setvants, 
CHARLES  WILSON  PKALB, 
FRANCIS  BAILlSr, 
EDWARD  POLK. 

July  1, 1779. 
Adorsed, 

1779,  rec*  July  2*%  From  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  Francis  Bailej 
ft|Edward  Pole. 

An  invitation  to  the  President  &  Council  to  attend  at  the  (German 
Church  to  hear  an  eulogium,  to  be  d'  by  Mr.  Breokenridgcf 

*  See  YqI.  £SL,  p.  10,  S8,  180.        f  The  Eulogium  was  afterwards  printed. 
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Obaxlbs  W.  Pbalb  to  Pexb.  Bbbb,  1780. 

June  12th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Ever  fond  of  perpetnatine  the  Remembrance  of  the  Woribies  of 
my  lime,  aa  I  conceive  it  will  be  a  means  of  exciting  an  Emulation 
in  oar  Posterity  to  deserre  the  like  attention,  and  mankind  will 
receive  an  adyantage  thereby  3  the  Likeness  being  added  to  the 
Historic  page,  giving  it  more  force  and  the  Reader  more  pleasure; 
with  this  View  I  wish  to  transmit  to  after  ages  the  likeness  of  our 
late  Worthy  President,  The  Honble  Thomas  Wharton  Esq';  and 
for  that  purpose  would  beg  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble  the 
Executive  Council  to  give  the  portrait  of  that  good  man,  which  I 
herewith  send,  a  place  in  the  Counsel  Chamber.  And 
you  will  oblige  your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  WILSON  PEALE.f 
Direetedy-^WiB  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Pzesident  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Inbtructions  to  Bet.  James  Finlet,  1788, 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  by  their  Resolution  of  the 
19th  of  last  November  empowered  Council  to  select  &  appoint  one 
iftr  two  proper  persons  to  travel  through  &  reside  some  time  in  the 
Counties  of  Westmoreland  &  Washington  in  order  by  necessary  In< 
formation  to  bring  over  our  deluded  fellow  Citizens  to  a  proper  sense 
^  their  Duty  &  resolved  to  defray  the  neoessary  Expences.  The 
molntioD  routes  to  the  unjust  &,  dangerous  Designs  of  some  persons 
in  the  Counties  to  separate  from  &  erect  a  new  and  Independan^ 
State  within  the  Charter  Boundaries  of  this  Commonwealth. 

We  taking  this  Business  into  our  mostseriousConsideration  unani- 
mously agreed  to  appoint  you  to  fulfill  the  Intentions  of  the  Legia- 
latore,  and  are  happy  to  find  that  you  consent  to  accept  the  impor- 
tant Employment. 

We  apprehend  it  to  be  their  sense,  that  you  should  not  on  this 
eoeaaion  appear  with  any  public  Character ;  and  we  douht  not  but 
your  Prudence  will  suggest  to  you  the  Reasons,  upon  which  such  a 
Caution  is  founded. 

We  place  great  Reliance  in  your  wisdom  &  Integrity  but  judge  i% 
aiay  be  expedient  especially  as  we  understand  it  is  desired  by  yoUy 
to  express  such  sentiments  as  occur  to  us  upon  as  the  subject. 

The  act  of  Assembly,  the  Bill  published  for  Coneideration  &  our 
proclamation  containing  the  late  decree  in  our  favor,  all  of  them  here- 
with delivered,  may  be  used,  without  exciting  any  notion  that  you 
are  employed  by  the  state.  In  like  manner  may  be  urged  the  final 
acceptance  of  the  Decree  by  Congress  without  the  least  Exception  the 

t  See  Tol.  YIII,  p.  819.  TFhere  is  this  portrait?  It  is  not  to  be  found 
at  present. 
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Bubmissios  of  the  InhabitanU  setded  under  the  Gonneoftml  CUdm  ft 
the  acknowledgement  of  our  Risht  by  the  State  of  Virginia. 
From  these  Facts  &  from  the  undisputed  Judgement  of  the 
TJnited  States  the  Right  of  Pennsylvania  to  all  the  I^&njs  withis 
her  Charter  Boundaries,  &  her  Jurisdiction  oyer  them  may  ft 
earnestly  be  insisted  on  as  universally  confcst. 
'  From  hence  arises  a  strong  argument  against  the  Ipjusiiee  ani 
Wickedness  of  an  attempt  to  dismember  a  State  by  Faction^  Sedition 
Or  violence;  an  offence  of  a  deep  Dye,  ft  highly  displeasing  not  only 
to  all  good  men,  but  unquestionably  so  in  the  sight  of  our  righteous 
Creator.  The  Contempt  with  which  their  late  application  to  Con-' 
tfress  has  been  treated  by  that  Honorable  Body,  is  a  strong  Evidenee 
How  wild  ft  iniquitous  such  a  project  appears  to  be. 

This  offence  is  rendered  the  more  heinous  when  it  is  remembered 
with  what  Carefulness  &  at  what  a  great  Expence  Petinsylvania 
hath  attended  to  the  protection  ft  Comfort  of  our  Fellow  Citizens 
on  the  Western  frontier,  so  that  she  now  labours  under  a  heavy  Debt 
incurred  for  their  Defence,  as  also  for  freeing  them  from  the  Burthen 
of  proprietary  Demands.  The  People  to  be  thus  addressed  must  be* 
consoious  how  slight  their  Contributions  have  ever  been  to  the  pub- 
lic expenditures. 

'  There  is  no  Reason  to  doubt  but  that  this  horotherly  affection  ft 
kindness  on  our  part  will  be  continued  ft  enoreaaed ;  and  moasurei 
be  devised  for  conveying  to  them  all  the  Blessixigs  of  a  rogolijr 
Civil  government,  in  the  manner  easiest  ft  oheajMst  that  can  h% 
poBsibk  for  them.  The  usual  Business  of  each  County  oan  be 
transaeted  within  itself,  without  inoonvenienoe  and  the  Trial  of 
Causes  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a  Resort  so  very  useful,  ean  be  had 
without  great  trouble  or  Expence,  by  the  Cinuit  of  the  Judgea* 
Attendance  of  members  in  assembly  is  defrayed  by  the  state. 

The  Benefits  that  must  be  derived  to  all  the  Oitieens  of  Pennayl* 
Tania  by  her  oontinuing  to  hold  her  just  Charter  extent,  ft  by  thou 
rendering  her  as.  respeetable  and  powerful  as  can  be,  are  many  ft 
very  valuable,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Dangers  ft  misohielBB  thaft 
must  result  from  contracting  her  Bounds,  ft  lessening  her  Respecta- 
bility ft  Power,  are  vastly  alarming.  This  obeorvation  will  receive  the 
more  force,  by  reieoting,  that  we  shall  be  neighbours  to  States  of 
prodigious  Extent  and  Influence.  Attempts  of  this  last  kind  must 
be  foolish  ft  oriminal  in  Extreme ;  ft  never  oan  succeed,  unless  the 
innocent  ft  unwary  suffer  themselves  to  be  cheated  ft  imposed  upon 
by  a  few  bold,  ambitious,  artful,  selfish,  ft  wicked  men.  Such  men 
there  are  in  all  societies,  ft  their  constant  method  of  proceeding  is  to 
oover  over  Designs  calculated  to  promote  their  own  Interest  by 
iimzy  Pretences  of  publie  good.  Such  men  who  want  to  make  op- 
{KHTtunities  for  promoting  themselves  to  Posts  of  Honor  ft  profit^ 
must  be  watched  ft  guarded  against  by  their  honest  Fellow  Citisena^ 
8ooh  men  by  talking  about  a  new  State  mean  new  Offiqes  to  acquire 
Power  and  Wealth  for  themselves.    These  Men  are  so  Jost  to  aU 
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I  of  sbane  ft  fo  void  of  e^wy  PHnoiple  of  Jwlioo,  tbti  thoy 
^im  to  distingaish  the  western  frontien  of  PeDDfljWaiiia  by  an  in* 
fiuny  of  Gondaot)  of  which  the  world  has  not  yet  afifofded  an  in* 
Btaooe.  When  Parts  of  an  Empire  or  State  have  separated  from 
the  resti  it  has  allways  been  on  aooount  of  some  intolerable  Tyrany 
jnactised  s^ainst  them.  But  the  Inhabitants  of  onr  Western  Fron- 
tiers have  been  so  tax  from  feeling  sooh  Tyranny,  thai  tiiey  have 
constantly  been  oherished  &  protected  with  parental  tenderness  by 
the  state.  The  most  iDgenioo^  Innovators  in  that  Country  cannot 
iQcntion  a  single  Qrievance  caused  by  the  State,  If  any  Incon- 
venience arises  from  their  setUeing  on  the  Frontiers  at  a  Distance 
from  the  other  settlements,  it  was  their  own  voluntary  aot-nlone 
under  public  authoritv — the  Consent  &  protection  of  which  publio 
authority  was  an  obligation  upon  them  ;  atfd  eve^  such  Inoonve- 
nienoe  admits  of  a  proper  BenMy  of  which  some  Hint  has  already 
been  given. 

If  arguments  .of  this  sort  are  not  duly  regarded,  it  may  be  added 
with  the  utmost  Calmness  and  Firmness,  that  Pennsylvania  knows 
her  Rights,  the  world  acknowledges  them,  and  she  is  resolved  al 
every  Hasard  to  maintain  them. 

In  the  Course  of  the  Measures  she  is  pursuinff  a  number  of  bravo 
men  whose  Courage  &  Virtue  have  been  proved  in  their  Countiys 
Cause,  will  become  interested  in  the  Lands  which  are  designed  for 
part  of  the  new  State,  who  will  not  suffer  their  dearly  earned  property 
to  be  torn  from  them  by  chimerical  Pretenders  to  patriotism. 
I  am  Sirj  with  great  Esteem  and  Begard, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKIH[30N.* 

Feby.  6, 1783. 
Directed,  To  the  Bev.  Mr.  Finley  of  Chester  County  his  instructions. 


Instruotionb  to  Capt.  Shrawpee,  1788, 

Feb.  28, 1788. 
Ckntlemen, 

As  the  OoDtinental  Troops  have  lately  been  withdcmwn  from 
Wiomiog,  it  is  by  the  General  Assembly  thought  necessary  for  the 
proteetion  of  the  setUemeat  against  the  Savages,  to  replace  the 
Quard  ivunediately  with  the  two  Companies  of  j^gars  commanded 
by  you. 

Yon  will  therefore  each  of  you  directly  march  with  your  respec- 
tive Companies  to  that  Post  &  take  every  proper  Measure  for  main- 
taining the  Post  there,  and  for  protecting  the  settlements.  We  have 
wrote  to  John  Weitael,  Eaquite,  directing  him  to  deliver  the  pro- 
visions contracted  for,  at  Wioming,  instead  of  delivering  them  at 
Fort  Bice  or  at  Captain  Grsys  in  Bnffaloe  Valley  as  was  at  first 

*  See  page  40. 
Vol.  X.— 8 
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inieudad.  We  would  have  yon  to  giro  saoh  asabtance  to  Mr. 
Wietael  aa  may  lender  this  alteration  agreeable  to  him.  As  we  con* 
fide  Tory  mneh  in  yonr  Prudence,  we  trust  that  your  Conduct  will 
enteoe  our  wishes  on  a  Point  of  great  importance.^  It  is  our 
eameat  Desire,  that  the  Inhabitants  settled  at  or  near  Wioming, 
should  be  in  all  Respeota  treated  with  kindness.  This  we  know 
to  be  the  Desire,  also  of  the  Legislature,  it  being  the  unanimous 
sense  of  both  BrancheS|  of  the  government,  that  all  Diflferencea 
ahonld  be  equitably  &  finally  adjusted. 

We  therefore  expect  that  you  will  separately  and  together  employ 
your  best  Exertions  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants before  mentioned,  &  even  any  Quarrels  being  entered  into  with 
them  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under  your  Command ;  and  that  vou 
may  convince  them  by  your  Care  A  attention  to  them,  that  they 
iMne  regarded  as  Fellow-Citiaens,  whose  Welfare  &  Happiness  you 
sincerely  and  affectionately  desire  to  promote. . 

I  am^&c 
Jmdonedf 

1788,  J?eb^  28th.  Message  from  Council  to  Oen>  Assembly 
respecting  the  running  the  line  between  this  State  and  Virginia.* 

And  Instructions  to  Captains  Robeson  and  Shrawder  to  proceed  to 
Wyoming  with  their  Companies  of  Rangers. 


Bbsolution  01'  Gbnkkal  Absehblt,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvauia,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday  March  21, 1783— A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  February  17,  on  the  letter  from  hia 
Excellency  the  President  of  this  State,  made  report,  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second 
time:  whereupon 

Beaolvedf  That  the  President  of  the' Supreme  Executive  Council 
be  authorised  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  pounds  to  be  applied  towarda  the  payment  of  the 
iieceaaary  repairs  made  and  to  be  made  to  the  government  manaion 
house. 

Extract  from  the  minutea. 


PETER  Z.  LJ.OYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Aaaembly. 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIK.,  p.  619.  622.  j 
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Wm.  Parkbb  to  Prbs.  Dioeihsof,  1783. 

Washington  County,  April  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  expectation  of  Peace  gave  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western 
]?rontier8  hopes  of  being  eased  of  the  calamities  of  war,  at  least  for 
some  time ;  bat  it  is  our  great  mortification  the  savages  have  began 
anew  their  depredations.  They  took  one  Mrs.  Walker  Prisoner  on 
the  27th  nit,  on  Bu&lo  Creek,  bat  she  happily  made  her  escape. 
This  woman  says  that  two  parties  of  Indians  are  gone  against  the 
Inhabitants.  Two  days  after  there  were  two  men  taken  prisoners 
at  Weeling — the  day  following,  a  man  was  wonnded  on  Short  Creek. 
The  Ist  of  April  they  took  the  Wison  Boioe  and  Family  consisting 
of  eight  persons,  and  a  Man  was  killed  the  day  following,  near 
Washington  Ooonty,  Court  house.  Same  timl|itwo  Indian  Bafts 
were  seen  on  the  Ohio,  between  Weeling  and  Grave  Creek.  In 
short  the  Inhabitants  are  in  the  utmost  consternation  especially  ou 
the  Frontiers,  and  unless  timely  relieved,  their  case  must  be  truly 
deplorable. 

The  Commandant  of  Fort  Pitt,  (Col.  Bayard,)  has  generously 
supplied  us  with  amunition,  and  is  ready  to  give  every  assistance 
in  his  power. 

We  are  with  the  great  respect 

Sir,  your  most 

obed'  hum'*'  Servants, 

WM.  PARKER, 
JAMES  ALLISON. 

Sub.  L.  W.  0. 


DoBSEY  Pbntboost  TO  Prbs.  Diqkinson,  1788. 

Washington  County,  May  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  General  Irwine  has  informed  Tour 
Excellency  and  Council  of  the  Early  inrodes  of  the  Savages  this 
Spring,  and  with  what  uncommon  Inhumanity  the^  marked  their 
horrid  murders,  as  also  the  great  success  they  met  with  owing  tathe 
unexpectedness  of  the  stroke.  I  think  in  one  week  they  killed  and 
captured  seventeen  persons,  two  of  which  (vizt.,  a  Woman  and  a  Boy) 
have  since  made  their  Escape.  The  people  ware  so  intirely  easy  undetf 
Ihe  Expectation  of  a  General  Peace  that  those  Butchers  of  mankind 
inet  with  no  kind  of  Obstruction  in  their  progress,  for  it  is  said,  and 
I  believe  with  truth,  that  they  continued  about  the  frontiers  of  thss 
GoHity  for  several  days  without  a  single  scout  peisaing  them^ 
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Howev«r  they  haye  at  Length  left  the  Country  of  their  own  aooord, 
and  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  Informing  yovr  £ieeUenoT  that  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  distorbance  from  them  for  eeveral  weeks  past. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  those  who  were  amongst  us  was  a  hunt- 
ing party  that  had  been  out  all  winter,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
Late  publiok  Transactions,  or  else  they  are  an  nngovemable  Ban- 
dity  who  came  ont  to  rob  &  plunder,  and  intend  to  remove  out  of 
our  way,  for  it's  Certain  the  different  Tribes  doth  not  Intend  to 
Prosecute  the  War,  or  the  stroke  would  have  been  more  general. 
How  true  my  conjectures  are,  and  how  they  may  Correspond  with  the 
sentiments  of  those  who  Pretend  to  understand  more  about  Indian 
Politicks  I  wont  pretend  to  say. 

H  hear  that  Last  Thursday  a  party  of  upwards  of  sixty  men  went 
from  Wheeling  to  take  possession  and  form  a  settlement  on  the 
Indian  side  of  Ohio,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingom,  I  believe  the 
report  is  a  fact 

I  Expected  to  s^  your  Excellency  some  Time  in  June,  but  the 
Indian  rupture  this  Spring  has  heretofore  Prevented  me  from  doing 
a  Job  of  surveying  which  I  came  home  to  attend.  I  have  two 
Purveyors  now  out,  and,  if  they  met  with  no  accident,  will  return 
in  about  Six  or  Eight  Weeks.  Soon  after  that  happens  I  shall  set 
out  for  Philadelphia. 

I  will  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  news,  and  to  offer  my 
respects  to  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Honrable  Board,  and  permit  me 
to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  sincere  Esteem 
Tour  Excellency's  most 

Obd't  Humb.  Servt., 

DORSET  PENTECOST. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  handed  your  Excelli'  by  the  Rev'  John 
McMillin,  a  Gentleman  that  doth  honor  to  his  profession,  and  who 
called  on  me  on  his  way  down.  I  prevailed  oa  him  to  wait  until  I 
hurried  up  this  scrawl,  being  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  nnoe 
im  return  home.        % 

D.  P. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Boo'd  by  the  Revd.  Jno.  MeMillin. 


TflOiiAfi  Smith  to  P&bb.  Diokinsoii,  178&. 

PhilMb.,  May  24th,  1783. 
ffir, 

By  an  act  of  tiie  Legislatwe  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  2l8t  of 
March  last,  entitled  <<  An  act  for  providing  the  Quota  of  federal 
■iq>plie8  for  the  year  1788,  &  &r  the  relief  of  Che  Citisens  of  this 
Stiite  who  have  beoome  OreditoKs  of  the  United  Suues  of  Amsmea 
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by  Loam  of  Money  or  other  Modei  of  furniahing  puUic  suppIieB.'' 
I^vision  is  made  for  issoeing  certain  Notes  which  are  to  be  pat 
into  raj  handa  for  the  purpose  of  paying  one  year's  Interest  on  oer* 
tain  Loan  Office  A  other  Gertificates  therein  deecribed,  nnder  certain 
limitations  &  restrictions,  of  which  yonr  Bxcellenoy  &  the  Conndl 
are  eonstitnted  the  Judges.  The  public  Creditors  are  anxious  te 
avail  themselves  of  the  relief  intended  by  this  Law,  &  I  would 
^adly  discharge  my  duty  in  administering  it  in  snch  manner  as 
will  give  as  little  trouble  to  your  Ezcelienoy  &  the  Council  as  the 
nature  and  ciroamstaaoes  of  the  business  will  admit.  Li  order  to 
which  I  b^  leave  to  solicit  your  instructions  on  some  pmnts  on 
which  the  determination  of  your  Ezoellency  &  the  Council  seem  to 
be  requisite ;  &  by  which  instrucUons  I  may  be  enabled  to  avoid 
giving  you  the  Trouble  of  frequent  references  of  particular  Cases. 

The  act  directs  that  one  year's  Interest  shall  be  paid  on ''  all 
such  Certificates  of  money  loaned  to  the  United  States  or  other 
Gertificates  of  Debts  due  from  the  United  States  liquidatedi  ascer- 
tained &  Certified  aooordinff  to  the  direotlons  of  the  United  States 
fai  Congress  assembled/'  other  than  for  pay  of  Officers,  &C*|  with  % 
proviso;  among  othar  things,  that  soeh  Certificates  were  originally 
Issaed  ^'in  the  name  &  for  the  use  of  any  Person  or  Persons  who  ai 
the  time  of  such  issuing  who  or  were,  or  since  have  been  a  Citiien 
or  Citizens  of  this  State,  &  actually  resident  within  the  same,''  &  if 
any  difficulty  shall  arise  respecting  the  right  of  the  Claimant  to  the 
benefit  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  him  to  produce  the  proof 
necessary  to  establish  It ;  ft  if  such  proof  foe  not  si^oient  to  satisfv 
the  Loan  Officer,  the  same  shall  be  referred  to  the  President  k 
Council  whose  dietermination  &  order  thereon  shall  be  conclusive. 
On  this  Clause  of  the  Act  it  seems  to  be  requisite  that  general  rules 
riiould  be  established  &  made  known  that  the  applicants  may  come 
properly  prepared  in  the  first  instance  to  support  their  just  okimsy 
ft  avoid  the  trouble,  disappointment,  ft  Vexation  which  would  pro- 
bably happen  in  numerous  instances  for  want  of  such  information. 

1st.  As  to  the  Certificates  other  than  the  Loan  Office  Certificates, 
what  marks  of  authenticity  they  should  bear,  by  whom  they  should 
be  signed;  ft  in  iriiat  manner  attested;  to  intitle  the  bearer  to  receive 
the  In^ 

2dly.  Supposing  ihis  description  ascertained,  so  as  to  put  these 
Certificates  on  a  footing  with  Loan  Office  Certificates,  then,  as  t* 
both;  what  proof  will  be  necessary;  ft  in  what  mode  must  it  be 
ascertained  that  they  originally  were  issued  to  such  persons;  ft  in 
such  manner  as  the  Act  requires  to  intitle  them  to  draw  Interest. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  Sep',  1777,  it  is  declared 
Oat  Interest  at  the  rate  of  6  ^  Ct.  ^  ann'm  should  be  paid  on  all 
monies  which  had  been  loaned,  or  sh'  be  loaned  before  the  first  of 
Mareh;  1778;  ft  that  the  Interest  sh«  be  paid  annually  in  Bills  of 
Exchange  at  the  rate  of  Five  Livres  tournois  for  every  Dollar  so  due 
for  Interest.    By  a  subsequent  Act  of  Congress  of  the  iSth  June, 
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I780|  establishing  a  scale  of  depreeiation  for  Loan  Office  Gertifioatesi 
the  prinoipal  of  suc||  as  are  dated  after  the  1st  Sep**,  1777,  &  before 
the  Ist  March,  1778,  is  subject  to  a  certain  depreeiation :  "  Pro* 
vided  nevertheless  that  the  same  Interest  &  mode  of  payment  on 
Certificates  taken  out  before  the  1st  March,  1778,  shall  be  contin- 
ued as  at  present,  untill  the  principal,  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  ready  to  be  discharged/'  The  Act  of  Assembly  in  oontempU^ 
tion,  refers  to  the  Act  of  Congress  as  to  the  value  in  spede  of  the 
Loan  Office  Certificates,  &  as  no  Interest  has  been  paid  on  those 
bearing  date  between  the  first  of  Sep',  1777,  &  the  1st  March,  1778^ 
otherwise  than  in  Bilb  of  Exchange.  I  request  instructions  whether 
I  am  now  to  pay  the  full  Interest  on  such  Gertifieates  as  usual^ 
without  computing  any  depreciation  or  not 

I  am  informed  by  the  Treasurer  that  the  Notes  are  ready  for 
delivery,  but  as  it  will  require  time  on  my  part  to  sun  &  prepare 
them  for  payment,  I  request  the  Warrant  of  your  Bxoeliency  to  the 
Treasurer  to  deliver  me  One  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  that  I  may 
be  enabled  as  early  as  possible  to  pay  the  Interest  due  to  such  of 
the  public  Creditors  as  shall  produce  proper.  Vooohes,  there  being 
many  on  whose  Certificates  no  doubt  can  arise,  whose  necessttys 
vender  them  impatient  to  reodve  such  relief  as  this  payment  may 
•fiord  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect^  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  libL  Serv^ 

THOS.  SMITH,  Com'  Cent?  Lo.  Offioe 

for  the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania. 
Dtreded, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Thomas  Sioth  to  Prbb.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Philada.,  June  20th,  1788. 
fl' 

•  Oertifioates  are  presented  for  the  payment  of  Interest,  Issued  in 
the  names  of  Jtf^  Wadsworth,  Comi"  OenS  &  John  Cox,  Qr  M' 
Oenl.,  which  they  received  from  the  Loan  Office  of  this  Stete  in 
bay  for  Warranto  of  Congiess  in  their  faV,  &  with  which  they  paid 
for  services  do^e,  &  for  things  purchased  of  the  Citiaens  of  this 
Stete ;  but  as  those  Qen'n  were  not  Citizens  of  this  Stete,  ought  it 
to  preclude  the  possessors,  Citizens  of  this  Stete,  from  receiving 
their  Interest.  - 

Is  not  Interest  on  Loan  Offioe  Certificates  Issued  for  the  pay- 
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nentof  prins  town  in  the  Lotleiy  to  tfce  GitiieBs  of  thia  State  to 
be  paid  as  on  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Ezicellenoy's  most  obed<  a&n^^ 

THOS.  SMITH,  C'  C.  L.  Office 

for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

JXreotedj 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolution  of  Housb  of  DsLsaAtBS  TO  YxBaiKU,  1788. 

In  the  Honse  of  Delegates, 

Friday,  Jane  27th,  1788. 

Mr.  Mann  Pase  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions 
and  Orievancies  that  the  Committee  had  aooordiDg  to  order  had  no- 
der  their  consideration  the  Memorial  of  John  Campbell  to  them 
referred  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  and  came  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerks  Table  when  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amende^ 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  followeth : 

<'It  i^pears  to  your  Committee  by  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Assembly  on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1780,  that  the  agreement 
made  on  the  81**  day  of  August,  1779,  between  James  Madison 
and  Bobert  Andrews,  Commissioners  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Yir- 

S'nia,  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewing  and  David  Writteuhouse 
Dmmissioners  ror  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  ratified 
and  finally  oonfirmed  to  wit. :  that  the  line  commonly  called  Masons 
and  Dizons  line  be  extended  due  West  five  Degrees  of  longitude  to 
be  oomputed  from  the  River  Delaware  for  the  Southern  Boundary 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  a  Meredian  drawn  from  the  Western  ex- 
tremity thereof,  to  the  Northern  limits  of  the  said  States  respeo- 
tively  be  the  Western  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania  for  ever  On  con- 
dition that  the  private  property  &  riffhts  of  all  persons  acquired 
nnder,  founded- on,  or  required  by  the  laws  of  either  Conntv  Previ- 
ous .to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved  and  confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they 
should  be  found  to  fall  within  the  other,  and  that  in  the  Decision  of 
disputes  thereupon,  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior 
right  which  ever  of  the  said  States,  the  same  shall  have  been  any 
quired  under  such  persons  paying  to  that  State  within  whose  boun- 
dary their  lands  shall  be  included,  the  same  purchase  or  considera- 
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iioB  money  wbioh  would  have  been  doe  from  them  to  the  States 
Tinder  wbioh  tbey  claimed,  the  right  and  where  any  such  fmrahaae 
or  consideration  money  hath  since  the  declaration  of  American 
Independence  been  received  by  either  state  for  knds  which  accord- 
ing to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory  of 
the  otheri  the  same  shall  m  reciprocally  refunded  and  repaid/' 

It  also  appears  that  the  said  John  Campbell  hath  lately  returned 
from  a  captivity  of  three  years,  and  that  from  his  confinement  he 
was  unable  to  secure  his  title  to  lands  taken  up  under  the  laws  of 
and  supposed  to  lie  in  this  State,  but  are  said  t^  be  within  the 
Territory  ceded  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  means  there 
is  Danger  of  his  title,  to  the  said  lands  not  being  confirmed  without 
the  payment  of  a  laree  sum  of  money,  as  that  State  it  Is  suggested 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  settlers  on  the  lands  within  their 
Chartered  limits,  &  those  ceded  by  this  State,  That  the  Militia  Offi- 
cers labour  under  Difficulties  from  the  apprehension  of  siuts  being 
commenced  against  them  by  the  Individuak  who  were  called  into 
Militia  service  under  the  laws  of  this  State;  that  a  Judgment  hath 
already  been  obtained  against  1/  C(4"  Coz,  for  a  considerable  sum 
on  tlmt  account,  and  that  suits  are  now  depending  against  two 
others  for  the  same  Cause. 

Besolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the 
'Governor  ought  to  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  reminding  them  of  the  terms  of  the  Cession,  aa 
contained  in  the  said  Resolution,  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1780, 
and  requesting  that  the  Le^lative,  Executive,  and  Judiciary  Depart- 
ments of  that  state  will  m  all  their  proceeding?  conform  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  thereof: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Ec- 
ecutive  ougnt  to  appoint  a  Surveyor  or  Surveyors  in  conjunction 
with  6thers  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  run 
the  boundary  lines  as  agreed  to  by  the  Commissioners  from  each  state 
at  Baltimore,  in  the  vear  1779,  to  be  binding  on  this  state  in  case 
the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania  shall  conform  to  the  Conditions  of  the 
said  Cession 

Teste,  JOHN  BECEIiBT^ 

0.  H.  D. 

1788,  June  27th.    Agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  Will  Drew,  0.  8. 
A  Copy. 
Teste,  JOHN  BECELET, 

C.  H.  D. 
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RiCHABD  Htobt  Lee  to  Pees.  PioKorsoir,  1780* 

Eicbmond  in  Yirgiuia,  J<me  the  30<^;  1789. 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  April  the  15*^  did  oof  re&eh  me  until  about  twelve 
days  tLgo,  at  this  place,  where  I  have  been  attending  the  gen^sfl 
assembly  for  two  months  past. 

I  should  e'er  this  have  paid  my  respects  to  you,  had  I  not  WMted 
to  see  the  progress  of  the  busiuess  ooncerning  the  uuhappy  territorial 
dbpnte  between  our  states.  I  have  now  the  happiaess  to  inform 
you  that  our  Legislature  hath  oonseoted  to  confirm  the  agreement  of 
the  commissioners^  interposing  a  few  conditions  relating  chiefly  to 
quieting  4he  possessions  of  the  inhabitants,  which  I  think  your  state 
will  find  ]|0  difficulty  in  agreeing  to.  The  instrument  of  oonfirmation 
willy  I  suppose^  be  sent  to  you  shortly.  I  must  here  observe,  that 
«  the  act  of  our  assembly  on  which  the  commissioners  for  adjusting 
l^nd  claims  exercised  jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  territory,  I  am  weu 
informed,  waa  not  the  effect  of  design — ^in  a  general  system,  it  was, 
thro'  inattention,  omitted  to  except  the  country  in  dispute.  It  can- 
not surely  be  wondered  at  that  the  Assembly  took  some  time  to  con- 
rider  about  confirming  a  measure  of  magBitnde,  by  no  means  made 
final  by  the  consent  of  the  commissioner.  I  am  not,  sir,  unac- 
quainted with  the  jealousy  that  you  mention  has  been  entertaine4 
against  this  state,  nor  am  I  uninformed  that  it  is  without  just  fouoda- 
tion  and  it  is  surely  the  business  of  every  good  citizen  of  the  United 
States  to  compose  and  extirpate  a  principle  so  malign,  and  which 
mav  produce  such  fiital  consequences  to  our  union.  Virginia  is  not 
without  its  favlts,  but  where  is  the  State  or  the  Man  that  is  so  7  I 
hope,  howev^,  that  our  sister  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  will 
be  satisfied  that  the  purest  principles  of  amity  and  union  govern  us. 

This  assembly  had  once  rejected  the  finance  plan  of  Oouffress  of 
the  18*»  of  March,  but  the  question  has  been  since  revived,  and  a 
bill  ordered  in  for  its  adoption.  The  ,bill  is  now  on  its  passage,  and 
we  hope  will  be  finally  consented  to.  ^ 

Our  latest  accounts  from  the  southward  inform  us,  that  Lord 
Comwallis,  with  3,000  men,  was  posted  at  Camden  in  South  Caro- 
lina, with  outposts  abave  and  below  him,  having  600  men  at  one 
and,  and  400  at  the  other — that  he  is  collecting  magazines  of  pro- 
visions and  calling  on  the  country  people  of  whom  be  had  taken 
pacples  to  come  In,  [to]  swear  allegiance  to  the  Kinff  of  Great 
Britain,  and  bear  arms  against  their  country.  Baron  Kalb  and  (Jen. 
Casewdl,  when  joined  by  2,500  of  our  Militia,  now  on  their  March 
to  North  Carolina,  will  have  a  body  of  between  seven  and  eiffht 
thousand  men— at  present  the  operations  there  are  greatly  retarded 
by  the  want  of  provisions,  but  we  expect  to  remove  this  difficulty  by 
the  power  of  a  law  just  passed  for  collecting  the  surplus  provisions 
of  every  family,  grain,  salt,  rum.  &c.,  &c. 
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The  Bay  of  Chespeake  has  at  thu  tim«  8  frigates  and  ax  oraeTen 
privateerB  in  it — they  came  in  pursuing  a  fleet  of  Merchantmen  from 
Baltimore  and  this  State,  that  had  collected  for  defence  and  ware 
going  out — ^it  would  seem  that  the  enemy  had  been  adyertised  of 
the  sailing  of  this  fleet 

The  generoufl  exertions  of  vour  State  at  the  present  mat  crisiSi 
does  honor  to  the  commonwealth  and  its  councils — I  wish  the  exam- 
ple may  inspire,  as  it  ought,  the  rest  of  this  sleeping  union. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  may  be  presented  to  the  Ladies 
of  your  family,  and  that  you  will  be  assured  I  am,  with  much  esteem 
and  regard^  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

vexy  humble  servant, 

BICHARD  HENRT  LEE. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  sud  that  our  Legislature  hath  consented,  &c. ;  the 
Senate  have  passed  our  instrument  of  confirmation  with  a  small ^ 
amendment  that  will  create  no  difference  between  the  houses. 

Directed^ — His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire^  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

S^HOMAB  Smith  to  Prbb.  DioEisrsoKy  1788. 

*    •  Philad%  July  1st,  1783. 

S', 

In  the  Letter*  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  Excel* 
kncy  in  answer  to  my  application  for  instructions  in  executing  the 
duties  required  of  me  by  Act  of  Assembly  respecting  the  pavment  of 
Interest  on  Loan  Office  Certificates,  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
say,  respecting  Certificates  beariug  date  the  1st  Sep^,  1777,  h  the 
1st  March,  1778,  that  it  seemed  to  the  Council  that  the  Interest  on 
auch  Certificates  should  be  computed  accordiug  to  the  depreciation. 
In  consequence  of  which  I  have  tendered  that  mode  of  computatioB| 
to  such  holders  of  those  certificates  as  have  applied  for  the  payment 
of  Interest  on  them ;  but  they  are  not  williug  to  acquiesce  in  it. 
Some  seem  disposed  to  wait  patiently  till  the  matter  shall  be  more 
fully  decided  on  3  but  others  are  differently  inclined,  and  are  rather 
peremptory^  in  their  demands  of  the-  fulf.  Interest-— Clamours  are 
likely  to  arise,  And  as  I  wish  to  save  your  Excellency  &  the  Council 
the  trouble  of  numerous  applications  on  this  point  from  individuals 
^-I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  more  particular  instructions  con- 
oemingit 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect^ 

T'  Excellency's  most  obed*  H>  8*, 

THO.  SMITH,  C.  Lo.  Office 
for  the  state  of  Penns*. 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq^ 

*  See  page  168. 
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Mozrs.  Mabbois  to  Pbes.  Dickiksoit,  1788. 

PhUadelphia,  the  lOth  Jul;,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honoar  to  inform  your  Ezeelleiiey  that  yesterday 
between  three  and  four  o'clock  a  vessel  arrived  in  this  harbonr 
having  Freneh  flag.  She  were  ordered  by  the  Commander  of  the 
King's  Ship  now  in  this  Biver  (the  Pintado)  to  oome  and  g^ve 
information  aotording  to  oar  naval  laws :  the  Captain  having  not 
Comnlied  with  the  Order  given^  a  Freneh  Midshipman  went  on 
.board,  was  very  insolently  answer'd  and  threatened  to  be  thrown  over 
board;  he  withdrew  &  it  was  not  nntill  this  morning  that  I  was  in- 
fermed  the  Vessel  is  an  English  who  took  the  advantage  of  French 
ooIonxB  to  he  admitted  here  for  fear  she  would  not  be  received  undepr 
Snglish  she  has  still  the  French  flag  &  asserts  ^fio  body  will  be  able 
«o.i>blige  him  to  strike  it.  I  desire  your  Excellency  will  be  so 
obliging  as  to  order  what  yon  &  Council  shall  think  fit  in  such  a 
case  for  this  breaeh  of  public  faith  and  the  imposition  upon  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  For  our  part  we  request  also  the  English 
Captain  be  obliged  to  go  on  board  the  PintadOi  there  to  beg  pardon 
for  the  insult  offered  to  the  French  officers  under  a  false  flag  &  that 
be  be  obliged  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nation,  immediately  to 
strike  the  Frenph  flag  he  had  deceptiously  hoisted.  I  desire  you 
will  be  BO  obliging  as  to  let  me  know  What  measures  will  be  adopted 
in  the  ease,  that  1  may  give  proper  information  to  Mr.  Prevot  de  la 
Groiz,  the  Captain  of  the  King's  Ship. 
I  am  with  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  humble  &  ^ 

obedient  Servant, 

MABBOIS. 


Gov.  Harrisoit,  ov  Viro*a,  to  Prbs.  Diokinson^  1T8S, 

Virginia  Oounoil  Chamber, 

July  23d,  1783,   . 
Sir, 

Yoirr  favour  of  the  8d  Instant,  came  to  hand  by  the  last  post^  I 
never  had  a  doubt  of  the  rectitude  of  the  Pensylvania  Government 
or  8us]^ted  their  Intentions  of  infringing  tiie  agreement  entered 
.into  by  tbe  two  States,  notwithstanding  which  the  people  wkobivo 
'been  giyen  *np  to  yon  may  be  aggrlevd  hy  your  Magistratea  and 
'subordinate  Officers,  particular  Instances  of  which  have  jbeen  pointed 
'out  where  Officers  of  Militia  have  been  prosecuted  in  your  Oouts 
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and  Bevere  Damages  given  against  them  for  acting  in  oonfonnitj  to 
the  Laws  of ;  this  State  and  in  ohedienoe  to  the  orders  of  Oovem- 
menty  and  t  make  no  doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  on  enquiry 
find  the  facts  to  be  so.  You  will  excuse  me  for  not  agreeing  with 
yon  that  the  application  here  was  improper,  the  complainants  have 
been  given  up  by  this  State  on  certain  OonditionSi  if  those  Ooa- 
'^itions  are  not  performed  to  whom  are  ^e  Sufferers  to  apply  for 
redress  but  to  those  who  gave  them  ap,  it  being  altogether  a  paUio 
concern  and  not  an  Individual  one,  however  it  is  now  iinneoessaiy 
for  me  to  enter  fiirther  into  the  subject  as  your  Exoellenqy  will  see 
l>y  the  enclosed  that  the  Assembly  have  lakea  up  the  subject  and  I 
1)eg  the  favor  of  you  to  lay  thehr  Resolution  before  your  Assembly. 

As  the  happy  period,  for  which  the  running  the  astoonomicnd 
Line  between  the  two  States  was  postponed  is  now  arrived|  and  it  is 
liighly  necessary  there  should  be  a  final  end  put  to  this  Bnsinen 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  may  be  quieted  and  every  man  know 
with  certainty  to  whieh  State  he  belongs.  I  hope  yon  can  have  no 
objection  to  the  appointment  of  OommisSioners  on  your  part  to  «k> 
the  work  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  propriety,  when  you  favor 
me  with  your  Determination  I  will  take  care  to  have  them  appointed 
t)n  our  part  and  to  see  that  they  be  provided  with  every  thing  i 
sary  for  completing  the  Business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  foe  with 

perfect  esteem  and  respect 

your  Excellency's  most 
'        '  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

BENJ.  HARRISON. 
Directed^ 

To  His  BKcelleney  John  Dickinson. 


Thoo/  McKkan,  C.  J.y  TO  Prss.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Sir, 

.  Doctor  WilHam  Moland  the  son  of  John  Moland  Esquire  deceaaod 
was  attainted  of  treason  in  virtue  of  a  Proclamation  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  dated  in  June,  1778.  He' surrendered  himself 
in  August  foUewingj  andjby  the  Advice  of  the  then  Council,  I  aduiitted 
him  to  Bail  on  the  4th  September,  1778,  with  a  view  to  a  pardon, 
•which  baa  not  yet  issued,  owing  (I  believe)  to  his  case  having  been 
forgottoo,  and  to  his  own  inattention  to  it. 

His  esse  was  represented  to  stand  thus;  he  went  into  Phik- 
•delphia  without  the  permisnon  or  knowledge  of  Govenvant  in  the 
Bprinff  of  1778,  when  in  poeseauon  of  the  British  Army,  and 
immediately  took  a  passafle  for  Antigua  or  St  Christophers  from 
whence  he  returned  in  Uie  August  following.    For  this  conduct 
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he  alleged,  that  he  was  reduced  in  his  cironmstanoesy  and  had 
a  brother  in  the  West  Indies  from  whom  he  had  some  expeo- 
tations  of  assistance,  and  therefore  undertook  the  vojage.  He  nad 
before  this  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  acted  in 
the  Militia  &o.,  on  the  side  of  his  country,  and  has  done  so  ever 
since,  tho'  he  appears  to  be  rather  an  imprndent  joong  man,^  and 
perhaps  oared  little  about  the  event  of  contest 

These  are  all  the  droumstances  I  now  recollect,  relating  to  this 
afTsiir :  he  has  begged  of  me  to  mention  them  to  your  ^Szcellenoey 
and  the  Gound),  hoping  that  upon  due  consideraUon  of  all  circum- 
stances, he  may  now  obtain  a  parden. 

I  know  of  no  weighty  objections  to  his  wishes  being  gratified  and, 
from  the  length  of  time  since  the  transaction,  and  the  other  pubKo 
occurrences,  I  am  induced  to  recommend  him  to  the  mercy  &  pardon 
of  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  great  regard  your  Excellency's, 
&  the  Council's  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

THO.  McKEAN. 

Philadelphia,  July  28th  1788. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  &c.,of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Rbsolutiok  of  Assbmblt,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 
Friday,  August  22d,  1783,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  August  19,  on  the  message  from  Council 
dated  August  18  instant,  made  a  further  report  in  part,  which  was 
read,  and  on  motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the 
second  time,  whereupon, 

Besolved,  secondly  that  Mr.  Steinmetz,  Mr.  Penrose  and  Mr.  J. 
Morris  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject  of  remov- 
ing the  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  report 
thereon. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


178  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1783. 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1783, 

State  of  Pennsjivaniain  Oeneral  Assembly 
Thnnday  September  1783,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  read  yesterdaj,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  yis. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  l3acks,  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  the  late  Major 
Kennedy,  was  referred,  beg  leave  to  report.  That  in  consideration 
of  the  ffallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  said  Major  Kennedy  in  a 
foocess^  attempt  upon  a  party  of  robbers,  felons  and  burglars,  in 
which  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  the  misfortune,  which  a  wife 
and  tender  offspring  must  naturally  experience  in  his  death,  they 
beg  leave  to  suomit  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be 
required  to  pay  by  draught  on  the  treasury  of  this  State,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executors  or  administrators  of  the  before  mentioned 
Major  Kemiedy  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  b^  divided  in 
six  equd  shares  for  the  use  of  his  widow  and  five  children. 
Extracts  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
.    '  Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable  th^  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Dr.  Hutchinson  to  Pees.  Dickinson — Hospital, 
1788. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  begs  leave  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  that  the  Hospital  on  State  Island  is  now  in  a  situ- 
.ation  to  accommodate  the  sick  comfortably,  the  rooms  are  fitted  up 
and  bucks  are  made,  the  Steward  &  matron  are  careful  and  attentive, 
but  bedding  is  much  wanted  and  the  sick  suffer  on  that  account^  the 
expence  for  two  or  three  bolts  of  oamabrifs  would  be  but  trifling,  and 
the  matron  would  make  them  up  into  bed  covers  herself  provided 
they  were  ptiroliased;  16  sick  are  now  at  the  Hospital  &  Dr.  Hutch- 
inson has  ordered  11  more  down  this  morning. 

Sept.  22d  1783. 
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BSSOLUTIONS  OF  ASSEMBLY,  1783. 

State  of  PeniiBylrama,  In  General  Assemblji 

Monday,  September  22, 1783,  A.|f.  . 

The  report  of  the  eommittiae  on  the  memorial  of  the  offioers  ef 
the  Pennsjlvania  line,  was  read  the  seoond  timoi  and  adopted,  and 
10  as  follows,  (vis. :) 

The  oommittee  from  whom  the  Meesage  tmom  the  Supreme  Szeov- 
tive  Conneil,  dated  September  9, 1788,*  together  with  the  memorial 
of  the  0£Eioen  of  the  Penneylvama  line,  were  referred,  beg  leave  to 
.report: 

That  having  duly  oonsidered  the  Meesage  and  Memorial  they 
cAmt  the  following  resolutions  to  the  House. 

Ist  That  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  Offioen, 
to  Booept  the  proposed  oommutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay— this  House 
does  aooordingly  adopt  the  ordinance  of  Congress  as  follows : 
<'  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

"March  23, 1783.  ' 

^'  On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motiop 
<'  of  Mr.  Dyer,  together  with  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the 
"  Army,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  Congress  came  to 
^'  the  following  resolutions : 

"  Whereas  the  officers  of  the  several  lines  under  toe  immediate 
tf  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  did  by  their 
"  late  memorial  transmitted  by  their  committee,  represent  to  Coq- 
"  gross,  that  the  half  pay  granted  by  sundry  resolotions,  was  m- 
''  garded  in  an  unfavorable  light  by  the  citizens  of  some  of  thcfp 
'^  states,  who  would  prefer  a  compensation  for  a  limited  term  of 
,"  years,  or  by  a  sum  iq  gross  to  an  establishment  for  life,  and  di4« 
''on  that  account,  solicit  a  commutation  of  their  half  pay  for  a^ 
*'  equivalent  in  one  of  the  two  modes  above  mentioned,  in  order  tp 
<'  remove  all  subject  of  dissatisfaction  from  the  minds  of  their  fel- 
"  low  subjects. 

"  And  whereas,  Congress  are  desirous,  as  well  of  gratifying  thp 
'^  reasonable  expectations  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  as  of  remov- 
<'  ing  all  objections  which  may  exist  in  any  part  of  the  United 
"  States,  to  the  principles  of  the  half  pay  establishment,  for  which 
"  the  faith  of  the  United  States  hath  been  pledged,  persuaded  that 
"  those  objections  can  onl^  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  compensa" 
/'  tion,  not  from  any  indisposition  to  compensate  those  whose  ser- 
"  vices,  sacrifices  and  sufferings  have  so  just  a  title  to  the  approba- 
'<  tion  and  rewards  of  their  country. 

"  Therefore  Resolved,  That  such  officers  as  are  now  in  the  service 
"  and  shall  continue  Uierein  to  the  end  of  the  war  shall  be  entitled 
"  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in  money,  or  securi« 

*  Bee  Ool  Bee.,  Vol.  :SIIL,  p.  662. 
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''ties  on  interest  ai  aiz  ^  cent,  per  annnm,  u  Congrefls  shall  find 
".  most  oonveirient,  instead  of  the  half  pay  promised  for  life  by  the 
''resolution  of  the  twenty  day  of  Octoberi  1780;  the  said  aecnrities 
"  to  be  such  as  shall  be  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United  States, 
"  provided  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  respective  Statesi 
^  and  not  of  offieers  individnally  in  the  iineei  to  aooept  or  lefose  the 
<' flame,  and  provided  idso,  that  their  eleotion  riiall  oe  aigniSed  to 
"  Congress  through  the  Commander  in  ohief|  from  the  lines  vnder 
<'  his  immediate  command,  within  two  months,  and  throa|^h  the 
"  commanding  officer  of  the  Southern  Army,  of  those  under  his  ooa- 
^  mand,  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  resdotion. 

"  That  the  same  commutations  shall  extend  to  the  corps  not  be- 

^  longing  to  the  lines  of  particular  etates,  and  who  are  entitled  to 

"half  pay  for  life,  as  aforesaid;   the  acoeptanco  or  refusal  to  be 

"  determined  by  corps  and  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  «nd 

''  within  the  same  time  as  above  mentiotted.    That  all  offioers  be- 

"  longing  to  the  hospital  department ;  who  are  entitled  to  half  pay 

"  by  the  resolution  of  the  aoveateenth  day  of  January,  1781,  may 

"  collectively  .agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation, 

"signifying  the  same  through  the  Commander  in  chief  within  six 

^  months  from   this  time.     That  such  offioers  as  have  retired  at 

'  diflferent  periods,  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may  collectively  in 

"  each  state  of  which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refuse  thp 

"same;  their  acceptation  .or  refusal  to  be  signified  by  agents,  au- 

^*  thorized  for  that  purpose,  within  six  months  from  this  periodj 

f'  that  with  respect  to  such  retiring  officers,  the  commutation  if  «o- 

"  cepted  by  them,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now  due  \o 

"  them  since  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  Widl  as  o^f 

"  what  might  hereafter  become  due ;  and  that  so  soon  as  their  ao- 

"  ceptance  shall  be  signified,  the  Superintendant  of  finance  be,  an^ 

1^'  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  thei^ 

^'accounts  accordingly,  and  to  issue  to  them  certificates  bearing 

"interest  at  six  per  cent.     That  all  officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for 

"  life,  not  included  in  the  preceding  resolutions '  may  also  coIleo> 

"  tively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation  signify- 

'^'  ing  the  same  within  six  months  from  this  time. 

2.^  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended,  most  earnestly  to  the  suo- 
ceeding  Assembly  to  provide  adequate  funds,  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring  the  commutation  as  above  set  forth. 

8.  That  one  half  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  naval  officer,  or 
that  moy  come  into  his  hands,  being  now  actually  due,  under  the 
Acts  of  Assemblv  for  raising  an  import  passed  the  23'  of  day  Decern.- 
l>er,  1780.  and  the  "  Act  for  guaroing  and  defending  the  navigation 
"in  the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
"mentioned,"  passed  the  Ninth  day  of  April,  1782,  and  the  *•  Act 
"  for  raising  an  impost  on  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  imported 
'"  or  brought  into  this  state  by  hmd,'^  passed  the  22<  day  of  Novem- 
ber,  1782|  and  the  "  Act  for  raiaog  and  ooUecting  of  money  on  the 


PEKHSTLYAIHA  ABOHIYES  1789.  181 

^speaied  ftrtielM  tberaia  nentiotied,  forilie  fopport  of  go?«ni- 
<<  ment,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/^  passed  the  20'^ 
day  of  Maroh  last,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  ibr  the 
vse  of  the  ofieers,  deranged  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  and 
now  to  be  deranged  in  proportion  to  their  pay  and  rank ;  thev  to  bo 
Meonntable,  and  that  the  Snpretae  Exeentive  Oonnonl,  be  bmbj 
empowered  to  make  the  neoesnry  arrangements,  and  draw  on  the 
naVal  <^ker  for  the  sum  abore  appropriated. 

Your  eommittee  further  obserye  that  sneh  parts  of  the  memorial, 
an  mpeet  certificates  for  pay  are  already  provided  for  by  bills  before 
the  Efouse ;  and  that  part  which  requests  the  House  to  assume  M 
their  debts,  and  to  allow  interest  on  commutation  to  the  deranged 
officers,  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  take  up  too  much  time  in  this  pre- 
sent sitting,  and  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  suo- 
oeeding  House. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Aast  Clerk, 
of  the  Oenend  Aisembly. 

For  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


DoftSBT  Pmntboobt  to  Prbb.  Dioeiksok,  1788. 

Philadelphia^  October  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

For  several  years  previous  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Territorial 
dispute  between  this  State  and  Yii^iuia,  and  at  the  time  that  Wash- 
fogton  County  was  hud  out  by  thra  State,  I  enjoyed  the  Oflioe  of 
Olerk  of  the  Court  for  Tohogania  County  in  Virginia,  which  office 
ineladed  that  of  ProUionotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Clerk 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Coort^  with  other 
Offices,  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  made  Seperate  and  Inde- 
pendent Offices.  The  County  of  Tofaoffania  is  almost  entirely  taken 
into  this  State  by  the  Settlement^  and  line  run  between  the  two 
Stetes. 

Those  offices  that  I  enjoyed  under  the  other  Government  were 
Wrested  from  me,  and  Given  to  Thomas  Scott,  Esquire,  a  persen 
who  then  was  not  nor  vet  is  an  Inhabitant  of  the  County,  but  a 
Oentleman  well  Qualified  for  that  office. 

'  How  consistent  this  Treatment  to  me  was  with  the  Solemn  agree- 
ment between  the  two  States,  I  leave  your  Honorable  Board  to 
determine,  which  says,  ^<  That  the  private  property  and  rights  of  all 
'*  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recognised  by  the  Laws  of 
''  either  Country,  previous  to  the  date  (of  that  agreement)  Shall  be 
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^^  Bayed  and  ooBfirmed  unto  them;  although  they  should  be  fbttnd  to 
'^  fall  within  the  other. 

The  pertiooliar  Situation  of  affairs  at  that  time  made  it  prudent 
as  well  as  Necessary  for  me  to  Submit  to  the  Injury  done  me  withoui 
a  murmur. 

But  as  there  is  now  a  new  County  laid  out  by  the  name  of  Fayette^ 
in  which  Mr.  Scott  resides,  and  who  Certainly  is  the  most  Capable 
person  in  that  County  to  fill  that  Office,  Justice  can  be  done  with 
ease  and  propriety.  I  therefore  humbly  hope  your  Honorable  Board 
will  be  pleas'd  to  appoint  Mr.  Soott  Prothonotary,  with  the  usud 
Offices  annezedi  in  the  County  of  Fayette.  And  that  your  Honor- 
able Board  will  be  pleas'd  to  do  me  Justice  in  restoring  of  me  to 
the  Offices  in  your  gift,  which  I  held  in  the  County  of  Washington 
previous  to  Mr.  Scott's  appointment,  and  which  I  discharged  for  a 
Series  of  years  with  unimpcached  Integrity. . 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  Council  that  this  mode 
of  proceeding  will  not  only  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Public,  but  be 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  wish  of  Mr.  Scott,  as  &r  as  this  busi- 
ness relates  to  him,  I  have  his  declared  acquiesence. 

Knowing  the  Justice  as  well  as  Humanity  of  the  Gentlemen 
Composing  your  Honble  Board,  and  Conscious  of  the  uprightness  of 
my  own  Heart,  and  the  rectitude  of  my  Intentions,  and  viewing,  I 
hope,  with  an  Impartial  Eye  the  Circumstances  attending  this  busi- 
ness, I  look  up  to  your  Honorable  Board  for  redress  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

I  shall  iot  say  one  word  respecting  the  Gkntlemen  Candidates  for 
the  Offices  of  Fayette,  although  unanswerable  reasons  could  be 
assigned  of  the  Impropriety  of  appointing  either  of  them  to  the  offices 
aforesaid. 

Having  had  the  honor  of  Serving  as  a  member  of  your  Honorable 
Board  for  almost  two  years,  I  can  but  feel  the  greatest  anxiety  of 
now  retiring  from  amongst  yon»  which  I  would  not  do  under  any 
Consideration,  did  not  the  time  of  my  Election  Expire  in  a  few  days, 
and  whieh  I  must  anticipate  by  a  voluntary  resignation,  and  which 
•this  Letter  serves  to  announce.  Indeed  a  personal  Declaration 
•would  be  very  painful,  for  be  assured  that  I  have  the  most  perfect 
Esteem  for  your  Excellency  and  the  Gentlemen  eomposing  your 
Honorable  Board,  and  here  permit  me  to  Express  my  hearty  and 
Sincere  wishes  that  your  Excellency  may  have  a  Happy  administia- 
'tion,  and  that  you  and  your  associates  may  live  in  pwfeot  Harmony, 
while  you  continue  together  in  your  Country's  Service. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Esteem  and  Sincere  regard. 
Your  Excellencies  most  Devoted 
and  Very  Humble  Servant, 

DOKSEY  PENTECOST. 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson. 
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Thomas  Mifflin  to  Prbs.  Diceiksok,  1788. 

Annapolis,  Deoem.  28rdy  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  this  day  at  twelve  o'clook 
His  Excellency  General  Washington  had  a  puhlio  audience  of  Con- 
gress, resigned  his  Commission  and  took  his  leave  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  public  life.  The  General's  address  &  the  answer  of 
Congress  I  enclose  for  the  satis&otion  of  your  Ezoellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council.  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  will  write  to 
your  Ezoellcncy  by  the  next  post  k  give  you  a  detail  of  the  business 
which  has  been  acted  upon  in  Congress  since  their  arrival  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»     . 
with  the  highest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  &  CounciFs  obed.  Servt. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 

JHreeied, 
His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


J.  MooBB  TO  Pbbs.  Diceikson,  1783i 

Sir, 

f  By  Mr.  Shepard  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  write  your  Ex- 
cellency, and  as  he  has  for  some  time  Past,  been  an  inhabitant  of 
this  Place,  and  Possesed  of  a  great  ^hare  of  the  Confidence  of 
Connectiout  claimants,  we  will  be  able  to  give  your  Exaetlency 
just  information  of  their  Proceedings  and  intentions. 

He  is  charged  with  th^  Petition  I  Hinted  to  you,  was  in  hands 
for  the  Honble  Assembly,  it  is  signed  by  a  few  of  the  claimants, 
who  disaprove  of  the  measures  laterly  adopted  by  many  of  the 
People  here.  They  are  anxious  to  have  the  Benefits  of  former 
Besolves  of  the  Honble  House  extended  to  them.  How  far  they 
have  complied  with  the  intentions  of  the  Assembly^  (altho  at  a 
late  Hour)  their  Petition  will  evince. 

The  committee  of  Assembly  appointed  td  Enquire  into  the 
Unconstitutional  Proceedings  of  the  judicial  officers  of  this  Place 
are  arrived ;  and  will  Proceed  to  business  this  day.  I  trust  their 
conduct  will  appear  very  different  from  what  it  has  been  Repre- 
sented. 
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How  far  the  Military  force  may  be  Necessary  to  support  tbe 
authority  of  the  state  in  this.  Placoi  Mr.  Shepard  will  be  able  to 
inform  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  &  very  Hble.  serrt-i 

J.  MOORE. 
Fort  DickinsoDi  December  29, 1783. 
Directed^ 

His  EzcelleBc^i  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Ifid&nedj 

1784,  January  20th.    From  Major  James  Moore. 


Bbsolution  of  Gkksral  Assembly,  1784. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  January  5, 1784. 
The  papers  transmitted  with  the  foregoing  message,  were  also 
read,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order  £e  sud  message  and 
papers  were  read  the  second  time.'*' 

Ordered,  that  they  be  referred  to  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Long,  Mr. 
Habley,  Mr.  McPherson  and  Mr.-Garothers  to  report  thereon :  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  confer  with  Council  thereon  if  they  deem 
it  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
PETBE  Z.  LLOYD. 

Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly. 


PEB0.  Dickinson  to  Dslegatbs  in  Oongbsss,  1784. 

In  Council, 

January  7th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  30th  of  last  Month,f 
and  are  sorry  such  a  Difficulty  as  you  mentioned  concerning  the 
Batification  of  the  Definitive  treaty  should  have  arisen.  We  hope 
it  will  be  removed  in  a  few  days,  by  the  attendance  of  sevenl 
Members  of  Congress*  If  it  should  not  be  removed  in  time,  we 
are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  on  all  the  Circumstances  of  the  case^ 
the  Batification  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  by  seven  States. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XTV.  p.  11. 
t  See  p.  166,  166. 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOHIYSS  17M*  186 

With  Beepect  to  the  Oeneral'a  fatue  Bitoation,  our  meuihig 
only  is,  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  suffer  by  the  eminent 
services  he  had  rendered  to  his  Country.  <<  A  Grant  of  ^  snm  of 
Money/'  wo  apprehend|  he  would  not  accept;  perhaps  he  may 
reject  the  offer  of  "  an  annual  sum  to  indemnify  him  for  expenses, 
which  may  arise  from  the  particular  situation  he  must  be  in/^  This 
is  our  Idea;  and  after  such  nrevious  Consultations  as  your  Pra<« 
denoe  will  suggest,  we  should  be  glad,  if  the  proposition  in  some 
general  Form  mieht  be  brought  into  the  Consioeration  of  Congress. 
The  Mode  must  be  left  to  their  politeness,  &  the  substance  to  theiv 
generosity  to  determine*  There  appears  to  us  no  Impropriety,  in 
the  general's  table  being  kept  qp  during  his  Life^  as  Comman<&r  in 
Chief. 

We  will  lay  before  The  General   Assembly  your  observatioUj 
req^ecting  the  expense  of  copying  public  papers. 
I  am,  Gent., 

Your  Most  obt.  serrt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsyvania. 

Sahusl  Oaldwjbll  to  Pbs3.  DioeihsoK)  1788. 

Phikda.,  Jany.,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  and  through  your 
isLVoiax  to  soUicit  the  attention  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  a  matter  that  seems  to  require  their  interposition  in  carder  to 
obteftn  Jnstioe,  which  tho^  often  demanded  eould  not  be  prooufed 
from  yoor  Predecessors  in  office.  > 

The  affair  is  in  short  this.  On  the  21st  June  1780, 1  bengfat  at 
H  pvblic  anotion  held  by  the  Gommisnoners  for  the  sale  of  Oonfis- 
oaled  Estates  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  a  Tract  of  Land  on 
Hog  Island*  as  beiog^lato  the  property  oi  Joseph  Galloway,  and 
having  punctually  paid  them  the  purt^iase  money  agreeeble  to  the- 
leroiB  of  sale.  I  appl/d  for  a  Deed,  but  in  obtaining  this,  I  mel 
with  mexpm^ed  delays  &  diffioukies  which  perhaps  it  may  be  nn« 
•eoeaaary  to  trouble  you  with  a  ledtal  of,  I  will  only  inform  your 
Bx:oelleney  &  the  HoaunaUe  Council,  that  I  did  not  obtain  a  Deed 
lili'  the  9ih  day  ci  May  1782  and  that  tho'  this  Deed  did  not  grant 
ai€  all  the  property  I  parchased  &  paid  for,  vet  I  was  then  content  ' 
|p  reeeive  it,  rather  than  suffer  a  longer  delay  &  be  -engaoed  in  a 
dsapate  or  litigation  for  a  just  righi,  in  full  expectation  however, 
that  I  should  reoMve  immediate  possession  of  the  premises,  k  that  a 
jiiat  compensation  woM  he  made  me,  for  the  Injury  I  sustained  by 
the  delay,  which  it  cannot  be  alledged  was  occaaioned  by  any  failure 
en  na  J  part 

*  Col  Bee  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  ^14. 
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The  Deed  beang  at  length  obtained  and  also  an  order  from  the 
SnpTeme  Ezeoutive  Ooanoil  issued  to  the  Commissioners  &  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County  to  give  me  possession, — I  attended  them  for 
that  purposoi  but  as  we  were  not  suffered  to  to  land  upon  the  Island, 
the  order  was  not  executed  and  I  am  still  deprived  of  mj  Right. 

At  the  time  I  made  this  purchase  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  any 
Claim  or  Inonmberanoe  being  on  the  Premises^  and  the  Commbsioner 
declared  it  to  be  sold  in  Fee  Simple  &  clear  of  any.  I  made  fre- 
quent applications  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  during  the 
Presidency  of  Mr.  Moore,  but  without  Effect  tho'  he  often  gave  me 
to  understand  that  Jusdce  should  be  done  and  as  all  I  ever  wished 
or  now  sollioit  is  Justice^  I  have  no  doubt*  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council  will  take  this  matter  into  consideration  &  giant 
Bedress. 

The  Records  of  Counoil  will  no  doubt  furnish  you  with  more 
information  on  this  Subject,  but  if  my  attendance  should  be  thought 
necessary  I  will  immediately  attend  upon  notice. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  Obd.  Servt. 

SAM.  CALDWELL. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Jndarsedj    Jany.  8, 1782. 

MiOHABL  HUFFNAGLB  TO  MaJOB  AbMSTBONG,  1784. 

January  8th,  1784. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  mentioned  to  you  some  time  ago  about  the  reserved  Treet 
opposite  Pittsburg  &  lately  wrote  you  oonoeming  the  appointment 
of  agents  for  confiscated  Estates  for  this  County. 
•  1  now  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  to  Council  that  at  last  October 
Term,  three  Indictments  where  Brought  against  three  persons  for 
Keeping  l^pling  House  in  Reasons  Town,  upon  which  Prooeas 
iflsnod  to  bring  them  to  answer  to  the  Indictments,  when  the  Sheriff 
Went  to  take  them,  they  were  advised  by  Mr.  Thomas  SootI  their 
attorney  to  resist  the  Sheriff  &  not  to  appear,  the  reasons  he  gave 
for  his  doing  so  was,  that  the  New  County  was  fixed  by  Assembly  An 
September,  that  the  Courts  of  Westmoreland  had  no  juriadiotioa 
there  after  that  date.  Now  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the 
'  opinions  of  Counoil  what  steps  should  have  been  taken }  the  Courts 
in  Fayette  ooftld  not  take  place  by  Law  untill  the  twenty  third  dav 
of  Deoember  following  &  we  had  no  notice  of  the  County  untiu 
some  time  after  Octo&r  Court.  If  this  Court  oould  not  have  the 
Jurisdiction  those  People  must  have  lived  in  a  state  of  oonfusioii 
for  they  oould  not  have  any  Jurisdiction  untill  the  :day  I  mentioned 
Before,  although  Mr.  Scott  about  three  weeks  Before,  gotsomw  of  the 

«Se9CoLBeo.,  XIY.p.4.  ^ 
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MaJ€8trateB  to  meet,  opened  a  Court,  appointed  their  jndge  &  issned 
Writs  refblc.  the  day  appointed  bj  Law  for  opening  the  Court,  if 
proceedings  of  this  kind  should  be  oountenanced  the  state  will  loose 
her  fines,  k  anarchy  &  confusion  must  take  place,  yon  will  please 
to  write  me  as  soon  as  piissible. 

your  most  obt.  Hble.  Seryt. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLB. 
Major  Armstrong. 
Directed 
(On  Public  Service.) 
Major  John  Armstrong,  jr.|  Secretary  to  Connoil,  PhiLidelpbia. 


J.   MOOBB  TO  PbBS.   biCEINSON,  1784. 

Sir, 

The  Committee  directed  by  the  Hon'ble  Assembly  to  enquire  Into 
the  Charges  Set  forth  in  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming, 
Iiave  gone  thro'  the  investigation,  and  have  this  morning  left  this 
place.  How  far  the  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  the  charges 
nay  appear  to  criminate  the  Civil  and  Military  officers,  in  takeing 
decisive  Measures  to  diffuse  &  support  the  laws,  we  must  leave  the 
Hon'ble  House  to  judge ;  but  when  they  duly  Consider  the  Testi-' 
mony  on  Our  part,  evidently  tending  to  discover  that  a  dangerous 
iQsiirrection  was  intended,  I  trust  Uieir  Conduct  will  merit  some 
applause. 

As  I  am  not  charged  with  even  the  shadow  of  an  offenoci  (the 
measures  complained  of  being  done  Previous  to  my  arrival^)  I  con- 
ceive myself  the  more  at  liberty  to  appear  in  their  Behalf. 

By  what  lean  learn  from  the  Committee  that  was  here,  it  appears 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  House  to  dismiss  the  Troops  at  this 
place;  it  is  observed  by  those  who  wish  the  dissolution  of  the 
Corps,  ''that  the  ezpence  is  great,  and  that  there  is  no  Necessity 
^'  for  keeping  it  up,  as  the  People  claiming  under  Connecticut  dis- 
^'  claim  a  conduct  inconsistent  with  the  true  interests  of  the  State.'* 
— ^The  ezpence  in  keeping  up  the  corps  for  a  few  months,  must  be 
small,  the  men  beiuff  already  raised,  clothed,  and  Provisions,  agreea- 
bly to  Contract,  laid  in  for  some  months  to  Come — and  should  it  be 
the  intention  of  the  Hon'able  the  Assembly  to  invest  the  Proprietors 
under  Ftun^  with  the  lands  they  have  long  since  purchased ;  I  must 
heg  leave  to  Bepresent  the  Imediate  Necessity  of  Troops  being  kept 
here  to  support  the  civil  Jurisdiction,  untill  the  Owners  C^n  be 
put  in  Possession  of  their  property—r-and  to  prevent  Insurreotions  and 
Quarrek,  which  are  much  to  be  dreaded  in  the  Spring,  about  who 
shall  Cultivate  the  land. 

Since  the  decision  of  the.  Commissioners  at  Trenton,  and  since  the 
Garrison  has  been  herC;  all  the  Pennsylvania  landholders  have  been 
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looldnff  forward  to  the  Happy  Period  that  now  offisrs  of  Giving  them 
Quiet  FoBsession  of  that  Property  which  has,  with  equal  injusticei 
been  taken  and  kept  from  them  this  many  years ; — ^they  wish  ta 
avail  themselves  of  the  support  of  this  Garrison,  ontill  they  get  Pos- 
session and  Grow  nnmerous — should  it  be  deemed  too  expensive  to. 
support  the  present  number  of  officers  and  men  allotted  for  this 
Garrison,  let  it  be  reduced  to  a  Gapt.,  2  Subs.,  and  75  men,  that 
will  be  a  force,  if  not  sufficient  to  supress  Insurrections,  (should  they 
be  attempted,)  it  will,  at  least,  be  sufficient  to  support  the  Garrisoii 
untill  succor  can  be  Had ;  It  will  also  Give  tfie  Highest  Confidence 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Land  holders,  who  will  generally  take  Measures 
for  Obtaining  Possesion  of  their  Vtop^ij  in  the  spring,  (While 
they  Otherways  Would  Not,)  and  remove  the  Great  object  of  Oon- 
troversy,  and  Put  the  land  under  such  Cultivation  as  would  add 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 

To  facilitate  the  Improvement  of  this  Country,  and  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  Hundreds  already  bom  down  with  the  oppression  of 
those  people.  Might  it  Not  be  proper  to  recommend  a  Law  making 
it  Justifyable  in  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  an  ample  Title  ia 
produced,  to  put  the  Owner  in  Possesion  of  his  land  without  tho 
slow  and  Expensive  Process  of  the  laws  now  in  force,  which  many 
Good  Citixens,  from  being  so  long  debared  the  use  of  their  lands, 
are  Unable  to  support.  A  Measure  of  this  Kind  would  most  amply 
settle  all  disputes  early  in  the  Spring,  when  the  Troops  might  be 
dismissed,  and  the  country  [put]  under  such  Improvement  and  Cul- 
tivation as  would  enable  the  Possesors  to  bear  a  Proportion  of  the 
Public  debts. 

Ale|:ander  Patter&on;»  Esq',  m^de  me  acouainted  with  a  Petition 
presented  to  your  Excellency  and  Council,  by  Abel  Yarrington, 
respecting  a  House  he  formerly  possesed  in  this  Garrison,  idtho'  he 
Waa  Ordered  to  remove  to  a  house  Provided  and  put  in  repair  by  the 
Troops  for  his  Reception  before  I  arrived  at  this  place.  1  must 
acknowledge  it  Met  with  my  Warmest  approbation— and  I  trust  it 
will  appear  con«stent  with  the  Verbal  instructions,  not  only  delivered 
to  me  by  Council,  but  those  which  Capt.  Shrawder  had  previously 
received—those  officers  who  directed  his  Eemoval,  has  made  Eaq' 
Patterson  fully  acquainted  with  their  Beasons — I  must  beg  leave  tQ 
refer  you  to  his  Report 

Inclosed  your  Excellency  will  find  a  Monthly  Return  of  the  Corpa. 
the  muster  &  Payrolls,  and  the  Inspection  Return  for  the  Month  of 
Pecember  I  shall  have  finished  and  forwarded  aa  early  as  possible. 

The  situation  of  the  sick  has  oblidged  me  to  apply  to  a  Physioian  ; 
the  Inclosed  list  of  Medicines,  he  says^  is  necessary  and  Imediatelj 
wanted. 

^^    I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Most   and  very  Hble.  serv't 

J.  MOORB. 
Fort  Dickison,  Jan'y  9, 1784. 

flis  Excellency  John  Dickinson;  Esq.;  President  of  the  State. 
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Ther  nUatioD  of  the  sMk  hiu  made  it  tioaepsary  for  me  lo  af^y.to 
«  Physioan  la  Ihe  Neighbourhood,  and  as  it  will  be  attended  with 
lees  e^penoe  to  tba  State  ta  forniah  th^  Medicine  neeessaty  in  the 
Cases  that  may  appear.  I  have  procured  the  aboye  list,  which  I 
wish  may  be  forwarded  as  Early  as  possible.* 
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Wjc  Smith  to  Pbbb.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Pha%JanT  12th,  1784.     , 
8ir, 

'  Ceitifioates  which  have  nndergone  a  final  settlement  &  Liqiiida- 
iion  by  Joseph  Nourse,  Esq',  Register  Oen^,  are  presented  for  the 
payment  of  Interest,  they  seem  to  come  within  the  intention  of  the 
aet  of  Assembly,  I  trust  your  Ezc^  &  the  Hon^^'  Councils  opinion, 
whether  I  am  to  pay  the  Interest  jon  them. 

I  have  nearly  paid  the  amoant  of  the  last  Warrant,  b^  another 
on  the  Tress'  for  the  like  sum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

y  most  obed.  Hble.  Serrt., 

THO.  SMITH, 
Cr.  CI.  L.  office, 
for  the  State  of  PennsylYania.^ 
JHrtctedf 

Hb  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq*,  President  of  tCe  State  of 
PennsylYania. 


Stats  of  Bbbks  Countt,  Militia,  1784. 

January  13, 1784. 
1788.    Apointment,  April  the  19th,  Meger,  January  the  8, 
1781  i  aU  the  Rest  the  21  of  April,  1783. 

FiBST  Battalion. 
Nicholas  Luti,  Esq^  L'Col.  apointed  the  19  Ap.,  1783. 
Jacob  Bower,  Esq',  Major,  Jan.  3, 1784. 

HSILDXBBRQ.  m  CUMBU. 

1  Compaq.         N*  of  Men.  3  Comp^. 

Adam  Hain,  Oapt )  John  Weldner,      Capt  > 

P^terKoh,  Lt     ^115  Christian  Bechtel,  Lt      Cl06 

John  Hain,  En.   )  David  PiuudaB,     En.    ) 

Rbadinq.  Rbadino. 

2  Gompy.  4  Compy. 

PtoterNagel,  Ci^t)  Conrad  Oeist,        Capt*) 

Christian  Madeiy,  III.      V  Henry  Brown,       Lt.     VlOl 

Ernst  Gross,  En.    )  Jacob  Leitheuser,  En.    J 

*  Set  Col.  Reo.  Tot  XIY.  p.  6. 
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Heiixelbem. 
*  Corny'. 
Seblstian  MiUer^   Gapt. 
Adam  Rath,  Lt. 

John  Oernand,       En. 

Alsage. 

6  Comp'. 
HeDiyWax,      .  Capt") 
John  Keen,  Lt.     V 129 

Lmdwig  Bansler,    EnJ    )  • 


1- 


GuifEUS  AT  BftSCKNOO. 

7  Compr. 

Peltcr  Gower,         Capt.  *) 
Adam  Spoon,        Lt.     vl02 
Daniel  I^nebecker,  En.  j 

Beading. 
8 
John  Strohecker,  Oapt. ") 
John  Kendal,        Lt   .  V 108 
Hartman  LekhooBer  En.  J 


Seoond  Battalion. 


:} 


Baker  Geehr,  Ksq',  L'Col. 
B&uNswia. 
1  Gomp)".        No.  of  Men. 
Gonrad  Minioh,      Capt. ' 
Niebolas  Holler,   Xt. 
Martin  Dreibelbis,  En. 

Bern. 

2  Gomps". 
Jacob  Shertly, 
Oeorge  Albreoht, 
Christ*  Albrecbt, 

Windsor. 

3  Gompy. 
Oodfry  Seidle, 
Simon  Kreaeber, 
Anthony  Biliiob, 

Been. 

4  Gompy. 
Francis  Urabehaoker^  Capt. 
Jacob  Runkel,  Lt: 
Jacob  Heck,                En. 


Capt.1 
t,  Lt.  V 
t,  En.    J 


e,  Capt.  ^ 
)ber,  Lt.  > 
iiob,  En.     3 


lapt.  •) 
,t:  [ 
In.     3 


MiMTtin  Kercher,  Eaq^  Major. 

Windsor. 

5  Goihpy. 
Jacob  Ghappili.      Capt. ' 
George  Reber,        Lt. 
Andrew  Smith,      En. 

BRtJNSWia. 

6  ComfF. 
Jacob  Wetetone, 
Michael  Moser, 
George  Orwig, 

Albany. 

7  Gornp*^. 
Michael  Brobst,     Capt. ' 
George  Pob,  Lt 
Philip  Glick,         1 

Bern. 

8  Gompy. 
Jacob  Eppler,  jtt',  Gapt^ 
Valentine  Moeer,  Lt 
Nicholas  Lieb,      En. 


} 

Lt.    y 

Ed.    j 

n 
} 


Third  Battauon. 


Samnel  Ely,  Esq',  L'Gol. 

liONGSWAMP. 

1  Gomp3^. 
Charles  Kranse,     Capt.  1 
Jacob  Miller,         Lt.      V 
John  Fcnstermakcr,  En.  j 


Stephen  Baldy,  Esq',  Major. 

LONGSWAMP. 

2*  Gompy. 
Yatentine  ilaupt,  Capt. 
Peter  Klein, 
Henry  Chriat^ 


,  Capt.")  , 
Lt.  [  ^ 
En.    3 


m 
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Mazatant. 

8  Comp',. 
Hloh'  Hi^terleiter^  Gapt ' 
Jaoob  Sigfriedj  ' 


li^terleiter,  Capt  "l 

Sigfriedj  jtt%  Lt.    V 

Bn.  3 


BiGHMOND. 

4  Comp]^. 
ChrwtiMi  AbrUe,  Gapt. 
Philip  Klein,         Lt 
Goi^  StoQgiQry     Ho. 

Haxatant. 

5  Gompy. 
Jaeeb  Sireyer, 
Henry  Sweyer, 
Jaoob  Ghrjsti 


1 


Capi^ 
Lt.  Y 
En.    3 


SGon^v* 
Peter  Snath,       Gapt) 
Jo0t  Sader,  Lt.      \ 

He^ry  Fisher,     £n.     3 

Bjohmond. 
7  Gomp'. 
Jaoob  Baidy,         Cap^) 
John  King,  Lt      > 

Leonard  Bnydnr.  Bn.    3 

Maidenoriek. 


8  Gomp^. 


Gapt 

Lt. 

£n. 


'i 


FiJTfi  Battalion. 
Henry  Spykeri  Esq^,  L'GoL  Ghriatian  Lower,  j«n^,  Esq';  Major. 

Bhthel 
1  Compy. 
Mifhael  Wolf, 


N»  of  Men. 


;  Captl 
rbert,  Lt.  V 
<amjr,  En.  3 


Frederiok  Seybert; 
Ghrifl'n  Walbamjr, 

TULPEHOOOON. 

2  Gompr. 
Jo1|n  Anapaoh,      Gapt ) 
Nicholas  Seybert,  Lt.      \  107 
John  Lesher,  jon'',  En.  j 

HsiDEIiBBBa. 

8  Compi". 
Philip  Filbert,       Capt. 
George  Knopp,     Lt      J-  70 
John  Klingler,     En. 

HsiDELBERg. 
4  Coqapy. 
Da^el  Oreaff,      ,  Gapt. ' 
Joa^ph  Deppy,      Lt 
Joi^aa  Eokert,        En. 


] 
1 


1 


TOLPEHOOOON. 

5  Comp^. 
Jol^n  Biegel,         Gapt) 
Ghriatopher  Kern,  Lt     V 127 
John  Walter,         En.    3 

'  PiNEQEoya. 

6  Gompi'. 
PhQip  ficdrioh,     Gapt. 
Peter  Dressier,      Lt. 
Jacob  Stein,  En. 

TULPSHOdODK. 

7  Compy. 
Henry  Spang,        Capt ) 
Jacob  Smith,         Lt.      > 
Jacob  Sbeffer,        En.     3 

Bethel. 

8  Comp^ 
Jolp  Fdmer, 
Daniel  Kromer. 
Andrew  Daniel 


Cap*.} 
Lt.      J. 

I.     En.     ) 


SiXta  BlTTAUOW. 


m 


k,  Gaptw-) 

Lt.     [^ 

1,  En.    ) 
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NiGh<dtt  Hunter^  Eeq'^  Miij<Nrw 
Eab£. 

5  Comp''. 
David  Shall,  Oapt. 
Jacob  Keen,          Lt. 
Baker  Behm.        fin. 

OliET. 

6  Compy 
Jacob  Hill,  Gapt. ' 
Jobti  Lofiber,         Lt     $-  70 
AbrabatQ  Leaher,  En. 

Hbbsvou). 

7  Compy. 
John  Miller,  Capt.  ^ 
John  Goodman,     Lt.    >109 
Henry  Oibaon,      En.    ) 

East  Distbiot. 

8  Compy. 

Peter  Kiefferi        Oapt.) 
Chris'  Frey,  Lt.      [.  104  . 

Mathiaa  Hechert^  En.    ) 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  all  thd  lltt  officer  At4  a|>ointed  the  19 
of  April,  1783,  Except  Magor  Jacob  Bower,  who  wose  apointed  on 
the  3  of  Jaiiuary,  17^4,  and  all  the  Best  of  the  officers  on  the  21 
of  April,  1783,  By  the  Returns  delivered  to  me. 

VALENTINE  ECKEfiT. 
Lt.  of  Berks  Oounty. 


John  Cannio^  Esq',  L'GoL 

Ol.«T. 

1«  Cotnpr,        N«  of  Men. 

Pasiiel  Leinbaoh^  C>^pt.  ) 
John  Kirlin,  Lt      [> 

John  Hunter,        En.    } 

BUSOOMBMANNIB. 

2  0omp^. 
Jadob  Sodariaeki  Gapt 
^aoob  Price, 
Fred^  BengemaU; 

BOOKLANS. 

3  Gompy^ 
George  Beeber,       Gapt.  '\ 
Adam  Zweyer,       Lt.      > 
Jacob  Seybert,       En.    ) 

COLBBftQOKDALB. 

4  Comp^. 
Adam  Beads,        Giwt 
George  Gilbert,  Lt, 
George  Eronhouser,  En 
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^      pRBfi.  OF  OONORBSB  TO  PbBS.   DlCKIir«OJI,  1784^ 

Sir, 

This  day  nine  States  being  represented  in  GongresSi  Viz*,  Massa- 
chussetts^  Rhode  IMand,  GoDoecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Garolina  and  South  Garolina,  together 
with  one  member  from  New  Hampshire  and  one  member  from  New 
Jersey,  The  Treaty  of  Peace  was  ratified  by  the  Unanimoas  Yoti^ 
of  the  members  present* 


**See  Col.  Bee.,  Tol.  XiV.,  p.  11-19. 
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This  bting  done,  Congrea^  by  m  ananimonB  YotOt  ordered  a 
ProclamatioD  to  be  issued,  enjoining  the  strict  and  faithful  observ- 
attoe.  thereof ;  and  issued  an  earnest  reoommendatiott  to  the  tevend 
States  in  the  very  words  of  the  5th  Artiole — ^Tbe  Seoretarj  is 
directed  to  forward  authenticated  Copies  of  those  Aots  as  aoon  as 
possible  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States. 

As  Mr.  Morris  proposes  to  sett  off  for  Philadelphia  on  Fridaji 
he  will  give  jour  Ezoellency  the  fullest  Information  on  the  several 
Points' which  have  been  agitated  in  Congress  since  they  met  here. ' 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  obed.  hie.  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Annapolis,  14th  Jan'y,  1784. 
Direct'edj 

His  Excellency,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 

T.  Mifflin.  • 


Bbsolution  of  Congbbss,  1784. 

To  the  Claimants  of  the  private  right  of  Soil  within  the  territory 
westward  of  the  Delaware^  heretofore  in  controversy  between  the 
States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  and  adjudged  by  the 
setitenoe  of  a  Court  constituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to  the  ninth, 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  it  is  hereby  made 
known, 

That  sundry  Individuals  claiming  private  right  of  Soil  under  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  within  the  said  territory,  have  made  applica- 
tion to  Congress,  stating  that  they  have  been  disturbed  in  their  said 
right  of  Soil^  by  others  claiming  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  praying^for  the  institution  of  a  Court  for  determining  the  said 
private  right  of  Soil,  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  article  of  Confederal 
tion ;  and  that  the  fourth  Monday'*'  in  June  next,  is  assigned  for  the 
appearanloe  of  the  parties  by  their  Lawful  agents  before  Congress,  or 
a  Uommittee  of  the  States,  wheresoever  they  shall  be  then  sitting  to 
proceed  in  the  premises  as  by  the  Confederation  is  directed. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Annapolis,  26th  of  January,  1784.  ^ 

IndofTiedj — 1784,"- January  26.     Resolution  of  Congress  instituting 

a  new  trial  for  the  private  right  of  soil.-^Wyoming  lands. 

*  See  Col.  aec.,  YoL  XIV.,  p.  31. 
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SflSOLirriON  of  Osnbbal  AesbmblYi  1784. 

'   Stete  <rf  PeniiBylTaiiia, 

In  General  Assembly^ 

Saturday,  January  24,  1784. 
On  motiooi 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  ly  letter,  request  information  l^om 
the  Sapreme  Ezeoutive  Council,  respecting  the  allotment  of  Bftaten ' 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  University. 

Extraot  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  General  Aflsembly.* 


Speakib  of  Absbmblt  to  P&es.  Diokinson,  1784. 
..    ♦ 

Assembly  Chainber,  January  26th,  1784. 
Sir, 

-  Agreeable  to  a  vote  of  the  Honorable,  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
eopy  whereof  is  inclosed,  I  must  request  the  information  therein 
mentioned,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Generol 
Assembly. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  real  respect, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  GRAY,  Speaker.f 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  John  Dickinsoo,  Esquire,  President 


Paeb.  Dickinson  to  Mons.  Cbbvbobur,  1784. 

In  Council,  January,  1784. 
Shr, 

We  have  received  the  Letter  you  honored  us  with,  and  very. 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  polite  &  obligiog  Manner  in  which  the 
Uommunioations  it  contains  have  been  made  to  us. 

Being  perfeetly  sensible  of  the  great  goodness  of  his  most  Chris« 
tian  Majesty,  k  the  happy  consequences  that  may  be  derived  from. 
his  g^fterous  Intentions,  we  have  laid  the  Information  you  have  been 
pleMed  to  give,  before  The  General  Assembly  who  are  now  sitting. 
With  the  most  respectful  Consideration, 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSONt. 
£tdaned,    Jan'y  27, 1784*    M'  de  Oreveoeur,  New  York. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XTV.,  p.  26.        f  Th.        X  lb.,  p.  12. 
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RESOLtTTioKS  OP  Gbstbral  Assemtbly,  1Y84," 

State  of  Pennsjiyafiia, 
.      r  In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  January  29, 1784. 
,  Tte  oommiitee  to^hom  the  Messages  of  the  19*^  iind  21-^  instant^"^ 
t^ero  |e|enr^|  laade  report  in  part,  wliich  was  read»  and  on  motion^ . 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  timGy  debated  by 
paragrapns,  and  in  part  adopted,  as  follows,  Yia : 

!•*.  That  it  appears  the  government  of  our  sisier  State  of  Connee- 
tionli  has  not  been  duly  informed  of  the  intentions  and  acts  of  this 
Commonwealth,  respecting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  whereupon 

Kesolved,  That  it  be  recommondod  to  the  President  or  Vice 
President  in  Council  to  fnmish  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of  the 
Stater  bf  Connecticut  with  the  prooeedinffs  of  the  Council  and  Ateam- 
bly  qf  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  &e  settlers  at  Wyoming  sinoe 
(he  jNidgment  at  Trenton. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 
I  J.  SHALiiUS,  Asb'  Olei^ 

of  the  General  Assetnbly. 


DxposmoN  Mabtin  Tidb,  1784. 

North*  County,  ss. 

Personally  appear'd  before  me  the  Subscriber  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  s'  County,  Martin  Tidd  and  made  oath  as  follows : 

About  the  eighth  instant  when  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
was  at  this  place  inquiring  into  the  Charges  set  forth  in  a  Petitioa 
from  the  people  at  Wyoming  against  the  Proceedinss  of  the  CiTiE 
and  MUlitary  officers,  I  heard  Colo.  Strowd,  one  of  m  Committee^ 
tell  Edward  Spencer  that  all  the  people  settling  under  Conneotienl^ 
.elaima  were  fools  for  taking  Leasee  from  the  Penrnq^lvmnia  Landhol-* 
ders,  as  that  was  relinquishing  their  claims,  that  those  that  had  not 
taken  Leases  should  hold  their  possessions  and  not  give  it  by  asw" 
means.  The  Pennsylvania  Landholders  may  try  to  alarm  yo«  widb; 
Iijectments  but  says  he  (Col.  Strowd)  they  cannot  bring  any  Ejeoi^ 
ments  against  you  or  dispossess  you  on  any  terms  notiir  yoo  bave  m 
Continental  Court  call'd  for  the  triid  of  the  right  of  Soil,  Edward 
Spencer  said  be  was  afraid  they  (meaning  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants) would  not  obtain  that  Court.  What,  says  Colonel  Strowd  do 
you  think  I  don't  know  better  who  help'd  to'  ma^e  A  re^eid  lika 
Laws  of  this  State?    Yes  you  will  have  a  tryal  and  no  one  o&n 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  11,  16. 
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4lspom9m  70Q  wtiU  tbat  Uppens  and  sajs  (OoL  Strowd)  that  oonift 
cannot  be  oall'd  for  Ihis  long  time,  you  may  therefore  continue  in 
poaaeaaion  of  this  Conntej,  as  jron  can  neither  be  injured  or  diapoa- 
Beeped.    And  iiarther  the  deponent  saith  not* 

MARTIN  TIDD.  * 
Snom  k  SnbBoiibed  befinre  mt, 
Jany  80*»,  1784. 

DAVID  MBAD. 
Ooppy  J.  Moore. 


J.  MooRB  TO  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Sir, 

The  Snow  is  so  deep  in  thia  Country  that  onr  Oonmnnicatioii 
irith  the  City  has  been  totaly  stop'd  ^this  sometime.  Lieat.  Arm- 
strong is  now  willing  to  attempt  the  joarney.  Should  he  be  able  to 
perform  it,  he  will  deliver  your  Excellency  this  Letter  with  the 
seToral  Indosures,  he  is  also  charged  with  my  accounts,  which  he 
irill  lay  before  M'  Nicholson  for  settlement :  as  Lieut  Armstrong 
goea  to  Phihwl*  on  Public  Business^  he  wishes  to  know  if  he  cai^ 
not  obtain  Pay  for  his  ezpences. 

In  my  accounts  I  have  charged  the  State  with  22  Commissions, 
•OD  all  the  moneys  I  have  Laid  out,  deducting  moy  Months  Pay  and 
Subsistence,  which  I  trust  your  Excellency  &  Councill  will  not  dis- 
approve 3  it  is  a  small  compensation  for  the  trouble  I  have  had ; 
wood  is  now  the  only  article  of  expence  I  shall  be  exposed  to  during 
the  Winter, — the  severity  of  the  weather,  will  require  200  cord, 
that  quantity  is  already  cut  and  sent  up  by  the  troops,  but  so  remote 
from  the  Garrison,  that  I  am  oblidged  to  allow  four  shillings  a  oord 
*  for  cartage.  Inclosed  your  Excellency  will  find  a  Coppy  of  Martin 
Tiddsf  deposition,  respecting  the  oppinion  and  advice  of  Col«  Strowd 
to  those  people,  When  here  on  the  Committee, — this  testimony  is 
corroborated  daily  by  Information  from  the  Pen*  Settlers.  Since 
the  Committee  left  this,  those  who  had  relinquished  their  Claims  in 
favour  of  the  Pen*  Landholders,  are  now  attempting  to  regain  pos- 
session— others  who  had  engaged  to  deliver  Quiet  Possession  in  the 
Spring  have  determined  otherwise,— >and  from  what  I  can  learn,  every 
Person  who  has  the  least  Pretentions  to  lands  in  this  Country  under 
the  Connecticut  claim,  are  expected  with  all  their  Connections  in 
the  Sprine.  Many  of  the  Pen*  Settlers  who  has  some  time  ago 
obtained  Possession  by  consent,  are  now  forbid  cutting  fire  wo  >d  on 


•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  32. 
t  See  page  196. 
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Resent  Situation  of  afiSrs;  €aii^iOti»  «0ii8e4tMII<M  tt«  to  Id 

'dreaded. 

"  Should  Major  Ohristie  be  in  Philadelphia^  Lieut.  Annfltraig  wHI 

return  Immediatelj  to  this  plaoe^  but  riiouid  1/  Artttftrong  Aid 

Major  OhuBtier  bit  of  town,  I  have  directed  him  to  wait  on  OouneQ 

for  the  two  monUiB  pay  agreeably  lo  the  laolosed  Mutftet- A  Pay 

rdlfl. 

I  am  with  the  Hij^clbt  Sentimenti  of  Esteem    • 
Your  EzoejUenoyB  most  Obd.  Sesvt^ 

J.  MOORE. 
2>iV«c/ec?,— Fort  Dickinson,  FeVy  1, 1784. 
Jh^orsec/,— His-  Excellenor  John  Dickinson,  Esq'. 
February  6^;  1784.    Ixom  Major  Moore.    Read  &  approved. 


^  SeO'Y  ARMSTROIW  to  ASBBUBtiT,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  %  1784. 

'  In  oomdf  ing  with  the  Resolution  of  your  HonuvaUe  House  of 
Vie  29th  iJlt,*  It  becomes  neloeseary  that  Oounoil  be  ftimisbui  with 
the  following  papers,  viz.,  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to 
Wyoming  *'  to  effect  a  compromise  with  the  settlers  at  that  place  t^ 
"  the  owners  of  the  Wyoming  lands.'' 

^  The  Report  of  the  Northampton  membem  delegated  ^  to  eiqufan 
''^^into  the  charges  exhibited  in  a  petition  Arotn  a  number  of  the 
Qikhabitants  of  Wyoming,''  &  the  prooeedings  of  the  House  upon  \% 
•  ' '  I  am  sir 

your  most  obed.  servant^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONGS  Jr.,  Sep'y. 

J^  The  Honorable  George  Oray,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  General 
'Assembly.  " 


MSBlOEIALOF  TiMOTHT  MATLACffi:,  1784. 

'To  i^e  RepresentatiTes  of  die  Freemen  of  the  Oommonwealth  of 
^  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 

'^c  Memorial  and  remonstrance  of  Timothy  Matlack  of  the  dty  of 

'  Phi!ad<s]ph!&,  Shewelh, 

..  That  by  the  printed  Journals  of  this  Honorable  house  it  appean 
that,  on  the  5th  day  of  March  la8t,f  the  house  passed  a  vote  of 
censure  against  him,  on  a  report  of  a  '^  Committee  appointed  to 

'^^  confer  with  the  Comptroller  General,  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
''  dated  December  3, 1782,  and,  also,  to  examine  the  Itfws  respeddng 

*  See  pfig©  106. 

t  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  762. 
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Ae  dtttlat  of  tli«  SecnUiry  of  tBe  fttprette  Bzeciitive  Cotrndl.  A* 
htter  and  report  the  oonleots  of  w4ieh  bave  not  been  m^tdt  kBOim^ 
!»  TOUT  remoBBtmnt,  either  by  tbi§  boooftible  bonee,  or  by  any 
eommittee  of  tbe  hottee;  neither  baa  be  ever  reeeived  any  notiee^ 
tAatever  to  appear  and  answer  to  any  ebarge  upon  whieh  that: 
erasure  ean  poeeibly  be  fbnnded ;  and  tbvs  a  heavy  and  ezeeediagly^ 
grievous  oensure  has  been  passed  tipdn  bim  fbr  a  snpposed  negleoey 
fot  only  without  dne  enqtmy  and  an  open  fair  trial  by  his  peers/ 
bnt  even  without  any  speeitio  charge  made  against  binii  or  even  the 
shadow  of  a  trial  of  any  kind.  A  prooeeding  unheard  oi  in  any 
free  country  1 

Yonr  remonstrttttt  conceives  it  to  be  a  fondamental  and  declared^ 
Hght  of  every  citisen  of  Pennsylvania,  npon  every  charge  against 
bim  to  be  beard  1^  himself  and  his  council,  to  demand  tbe  cause 
add  nature  of  his  accusation,  to.be  confronted  with  the  witneesesi  tc^ 
eali  for  evidence  in  his  favour,  and  a  speedy  public  trial  by  aof 
impartial  jury  of  his  country,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
which  jury  be  cantoot  be  found  guil<y.  That  be  is  entitled  to  dt 
the  44ghts  of  a  Gitisen,  not  only  by  tbe  adveDtitious  cifcumstance^ 
Of  bir&  and  residence  5  but  by  an  active,  early,  decisive  and  unifoms 
opposition,  tbro'  every  danger  and  difficulty,  to  that  system  of 
tyranny  wfafG3>  had  been  set  up  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
dbe  good  people  of  America,  and  a  full  exertion  of  his  utliiosff 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  independence  of  these  United  States^  and 
the  establishment"  of  our  free  constitution.  He  engaged  in  this 
cause  the  next  day  after  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  atid 
he  continued  in  office  until  the  day  next  after  the  news  of  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  being  signed,  j 

His  services  were  always  most  freely  ofiPered  in  times  of  the 

rtest  difficulties  and  dangers,  when  some  others  retired  in  despair'^ 
has  not  onlv  staked  his  life  on  the  success  of  America,  and 
repeatedly  met  we  enemy  in  the  field ;  but  he  has  also,  seen  thl^ 
blood  of  a  brother  and  of  a  beloved  son  shed  in  her  sacred  causey 
and  be  thinks  that  the  man  who  has  paid  such  a  price  for  his  civil 
ngbts,  and  will  part  with  them  but  with  the  last  drop  of  his  owti 
blood,  and  the  last  gasp  of  life,  is  not  only  ^'  unworthy  of  publid 
*  trust  and  confidence,''  but  is  utterly  unworthy  to  breathe  the 
vital  air;  and  if  there  be  a  member  of  this  honorable  house  who  has 
paid  an  equal  price  for  them,  to  his  heart  your  remonstrant  appeals 
for  the  justice  of  the  sentiment. 

These  rights,  purchased  at  this  price  by  your  remonstrant,  -he 
eotMBives  has  been  violated  by  this  honorable  house,  and  it  is  a  duty 
which  he  owes  to  the  memory  of  his  son,  to  himself,  his  femily  and 
eountry  thus  solemnly  to  remonstrate  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
bouse. 

Had  this  honorable  house  called  on  your  remonstrant  to  answer 
to  an  explicit  and  specified  charge  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  be  might 
aaetf  have  questioned,  and  most  certainly  siiould  have  questio&ed 
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tjieir  'fttEtboHty  in  the  0Me>  tll0  9ih  Motion  of  tbo  oottfliitittioil' 
Qzpreasly  oonfioing  it  to  impeachment  only.  Had  he  been  legally, 
called  to  answer  at  any  bar,  die  charges  against  him  would  oertainljr 
have  been  specified ;  but  the  hoose  have  not  either  by  themeelves  or 
Aeir  committee  commnnicated  to  him  the  partionlar  sappooed  faei 
on  which  the  charge  against  him  is  founded,  or  the  evidence  on. 
which  it  has  been  ascertained  to  them.  His  imagination  can  only 
fi^rnish  him  with  two,  upon  which  he  can  conceive  it  is  possible  thafr 
such  a  charge  can  be  pretended  to  be  founded.  One  is,  a  reporl 
said  to  be  propagated  by  the  honorable  Frederick  A.  Mnhlenborgi^ 
Esqr.,  that  he  bad  paid  into  the  bands  of  tbe  SecrtBtary  money 
^hich  was  not. credited  in  his  accoonts,  If  auch  a  report  has  been 
propagated  and  acted  upon,  yonr  remonstrant  can  only  say,  it  is  ndi 
true^  and  call,  as  he  is  legally  entitled  to  do,  for  the  evidenoe  of  the 
fact,  and  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses.  The  other  relates  to 
loonies  paid  to  him  by  some  of  the  Prothonotaries  of  coanties — If 
this  be  the  charge,  he  could  have  shewn,  that,  by  law,  it  is  expressly 
the  duty  of  Prothonotaries  to  render  to  the  committee  appointed  by 
General  Assembly  to  settle  the  public  accounts,  an  account  of  the 
ponies  received  by  them,  and,  therefore,  that  your  remonstrant 
eoald  not  consider  the  money  he  received  from  them  as  midcing  & 
part  of  the  accounts  he  was  bound  by  law,  to  keep  and  render ;  yet 
the  accounts  rendered  by  him  into  the  Comptroller  General's  office 
0n  the  17th  of  March  last,  only  twelve  days  after  tKe  said  reMoioe^ 
and  within  the  time  limited  in  the  writ  issued  under  the  order  of 
this  housey  does  actaally  contain  a  fsiithful  account  of  all  monies 
received  by  him  from  those  Prothonotaries.  It  appears  by  the 
_  Comptroller  Generals  report,  on  those  accounts,  to  the  Presideal 
and  Council,  that  he  had  <<  com  pared  tliem"  with  the  monies 
<<  charged  to  him  (the  Sec'y,)  by  the  Clerks  and  others,  so  far  as 
^  their  several  accounts  have  been  rendered  which  correspond,  except 
<^  some  trivial  differences  arising  from  variation  in  calculiy(ing  the 
^^  depreciation,  &c.,  and  where  those  accounts  have  not  been  rendered^ 
**  it  appears  from  tbe  state  Treasurers  accounts  and  other  citoniii* 
^^  stances,  ver^  improbable  that  any  of  the  monies  paid  by  them  are 
<<  therein  omitted," 

Tour  remonstrant  cannot  suppose,  that  so  severe  a  censure  could 
h^ve  been,  by  men  <<  worthy  of  public  trust  and  confidence,^' 
founded  on  auch  slight  ground ;  he  is  therefore  lefb  at  a  loss  even  to 
guess  on  what  just  ground  he  has  been  so  censured. 

The  fact,  or  facts,  alluded  to  in  the  said  vote  remaining  unknown,  , 
and  the  term  dt/aulter^  made  use  of  therein,  every  one  has  beett 
left  at  liberty  to  adopt  whatever  his  imagination  might  suggest,  and, 
in  consequence,  many  strange  and  injurious  falsehoods  have  beem 
invented  and  spread  abroad  concerning  your  remonstrant.  Among 
other  stories  it  has  been  said,  that  your  memorialist  has  traded  oa 
public  moneys,  and  that  he  has  made  very  large  purchases  of  lands 
imd  other  real  estates;  and  these  stories  are  supposed  to  have  takcR 
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iheir  rise  mih  some  member,  or  members,  of  tbis  bonorable  koosei 
vberebj  they  may  have  gained  a  more  ready  belief^  and  greatly 
tend  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  his  fellow  citizens  against  youx; 
remonstrant,  and  may  possibly  even  affect  the  questions  of  right  to 
be  determined  respecting  his  claims.  It  is  therefore  his  duty  to 
declare,  that  aliho'  he  believes  when  his  accounts  as  Secretary  are 
justly  and  equitably  settled,  there  will  be  found  a  considerable 
ballance  due  to  him,  and  that  he  bad  a  right  to  have  traded  had  he 
thought  it  advantageous  to  him  so  to  do,  yet,  he  has  not  during  his 
continuance  in  office,  been  concerned  in  the  exportation  or  importa- 
tion, purchase  or  sale  of  merchandize  of  any  kind,  directly  or  in* 
directly,  other  than  such  articles  as  were  intended  for  the  sole  use 
of  hu  own  family.  And  he  declares,  that  he  has  not  purchased  and 
paid  for  during  that  time  or  since,  any  of  the  confiscated  estates,  or 
city  lotts  sold  by  authoritv  of  the  state,  or  any  other  real  estate 
whatever  to  the  amount  of  five  pounds — And  he  calls  on  all  the 
world  to  witness  against,  him  if  these  declarations  are  not  striotlj 
true. 

In  the  message  from  the  President  &  Council  of  the  21  st  of 
March,  accompanied  with  the  Comptroller  Generals  report  on  the 
Secretary's  accounts,  they  <<  presume  the  question  of  right  may  be 
'<  determined  in  the  nuinner  proposed  by  the  Secretary^  which 
'/  appears  to  us,  (say  they,)  to  be  reasonable.'^  The  Committee  o^ 
the  house  speak  iih  general  Urnu  of  charges  contained  in  the 
Secretary's  accounts,  which  the  Comptroller  General  ^^declaret'^ 
(as  they  say)  to  be  altogether  inadmissible  and  give  their  opinion, 
that  <*  the  most  eligible  mode  of  bringing  this  business  to  a  final 
'*  settlement,  is  for  the  Comptroller  General  to  pro$ecut6  the  said 
''  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'r,  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  order  to  try 
''  the  contested  points  by  a  jury  i**  but,  there  is  not  in  any  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  been  made  public  an  account  of  what  those 
questions  of  right  are.  These  questions  if  your  remonstrant  is 
rightly  informed  are  three.  First,  upon  a  claim  set  up  by  the 
Comptroller  General,  in  behalf  of  the  state,  to  certain  fees  received 
by  the  Secretary,  which  the  Comptroller  General,  is  pleased  to 
Bay  ''  are  not  granted  him  by  law,  such  as  the  fees  of  the  keeper 
of  the  Great  seal,  &c.,  &o.  The  ground  on  which  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  state  is  set  up,  your  remonstrant  is  altogether 
a  stranger  to :  He  has  performed  the  duties  and  he  conceites 
18  entitled  to  the  fees  declared  by  law  to  be  a  reasonable  and 
adequate  compensation  for  the  service.  Secondly,  whether  the 
ataie,  or  the  parties  are  to  pay  for  militia  commissions.  On  this 
your  remonstrant  observes,  that  the  rule  in  othef  like  cases  is,  that 
where  the  office  is  lucrative  the  party  pays  for  the  commission,  but 
where  it  is  not  lucrative  it  is  charged  to  the  public :  Thus  a  Sheriff 
pays  for  his  commission ;  but  that  of  a  Coroner  may  be  charged  to 
the  county.  Hence  your  remonstrant  inferred,  that  m  Commission 
to  a  militia  officer  ought  not  to  be  c'j.irgcd  to  the  party.     If  he  14 
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liistttieii  in  tHis  inference,  it  is  an  error  wliich  operatee  in  fitrotlr  of 
ibe  best  friends  of  the  revolution;  whereas  the  contrary  ainsi! 
operate  against  them.  He  conceives  this  question^  in  other  WordSi 
to  be.  Whether  or  not  the  Whigis  shoald  at  onoe  perform  the  gr^t. 
Important  &  hazardoas  daties  of  militia  during  the  war,  and  pray 
for  the  antiioritjr  derived  from  the  state  to  perform  those  duties  t 
whil6  those  of  a  contrary  character  remain  exempt  from  the  p^rsonal- 
servioe  &  at  the  same  time  avoid  their  part  of  the  expence  ?  UpoA 
iiiis  question  let  a  whig  jury  determine.  And,  thirdly^  the  question 
relates  only  to  the  time  when  the  Secretary  is  bound  to  give  up  hitf 
former  salary  and  his  fees,  and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  the  salary 
hrtely  fixed.  This  question,  to  a  certain  time  has  been  decided,  by 
die  Attorney  General  and  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  Secretary 
may  take  either  the  former  or  latter  at  his  own  choice,  and  the 
question  at  present  relates  to  a  few  months  only.  Should  you^ 
Imnonstrant  think  it  proper  to  give  up  this  point,  in  order  to  gain 
a  more  speedT  decision  on  the  other  point,  the  good  people  of  the 
ptate,  when  these  accounts  are  settled  will  be  enabled  to  judge,  how 
far  they  are  indebted  to  the  Comptroller  General  for  raising  the 

Suestion,  by  the  sum  which  the  state  will  have  gained  by  it.     If 
bere  is  any  other  question  on  those  accounts  it  is  unknown  to  your 
remonstrant. 

However  reasonable  and  legally  your  remonstrant  might  have 
^fused  to  submit  to  a  trial  of  those  questions  of  right,  ordered  in 
tiech  terms  in  so  unusttal  a  manner  he,  for  the  sake  of  '^  a  speedy  & 
public  trial,^'  waved  every  objection  thereto,  and  urged  in  the  moat 
earnest  manner,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  obtain  a 
decision  at  the  last  Supream  Court,  and  shall  earnestlj  pray  for  it 
during  the  present  sitting  of  that  Court ;  but  he  teing  informed 
that  this  honorable  house  are  about  to  close  their  Session,  he 
iBonceives  it  to  be  his  duty  now  to  present  this  memorial  &  remon* 
strance,  ^d,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  do  him  that 

Justice  and  afford  him  that  redress  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled,  he 
»n1y  prays  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
house  in  order  that  he  may  hereafter  make  such  further  appeal  as 
the  nature  of  his  case  may  appear  to  require. 


James  Wu.son  and  Wm,  Bradford  to  Assrbcbly,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Feb^  4, 1784. 
iSir, 

The  Counsel  retained  to  conduct  the  cause  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  amicably  entered  in  the  Supreme 
Court  agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  General 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  report,  That  they  find  it 

'   f  There  is  neither  date  nor  signature  to  the  foregoing  paper  in  T.  M ^« 
handwriUng,  though  it  alludes  to  traiisaotions  on  p.  762  of  Vol  IX^  &e. 
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UiMMlife  <6  wry  tiM  sua  BeBolM»  in€»  eftrt  ao  tt  M 
4»  the  OonmMmaliik; 

The  Jostioes  of  the  Supreme  Court  very  properly  re(|ain  thftt  ite 
Isfliie  to  he  tried  before  theia  be  foraially  joined  and  ao  framed  that 
Judgment  may  be  given  on  the  yerdiot  of  the  Jory.  To  effect  this 
a  declaration  and  an  Ifisn^ble  plea  became  necessary.  By  the 
written  ptifier  which'  we  huve  the  Honor  to  inclose  it  will  appear  that 
it  was  mutually  understood  timt-  the  declaration  should  contain  a 
general  cdunt  for  monies  had  and  leomVed^by  the  JMeodint  to  the 
use  of  Commonwealth  and  that  Issue  should  be  joined  thereon ;  under 
which  the  con4»overliBd  pointfi  du)uld  be  detarniiined  and  the  balance 
«0cevta^led.      *" 

We  are  sorry  to  add  that  the  Defendant  now  refuses*  to  join  issue 
or  to  enter  any  plea  unless  we  reduce  the  sum  contained  in  th# 
Deolaratiouy  which  is  not  greater  than  what  appears  to  have  been 
received  by  the  Defendant  as  Secretary  of  the  Council  &  for  which 
it  has  been  conceived  he  ought  to  account. 

As  we  are  thus  prevented  from  proceeding  in  the  Line  proposed 
we  have  no  expectation  that  the  Resolution  of  your  Honorable 
House  can  be  carried  into  efiectual  execution.  And  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  balance  of  the  Defendants  accounts  can  only  bcadjusted  by 
the* Comptroller  Generars  proceeding  to  the  Execution  of  the  powers 
Test  d  in  him  or  by  an  adversary  suit  being  commenced  against  M' 
Matlack  for  the  sum  supposed  to  be  due. 

We  wait  the  advice  and  instruction  of  the  Honorable  House  onf 
this  Bubjeot  &  have  the 

Honor  to  be  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient^ 

&  very  Humble  servant^ 

JAMBS  WILSON, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  George  Gray,  Esq.,  Speaker,  &c.,  Philadelphia. 


BbBOLUTION  of  ObNBRAL  ASSESIBLT,  1784. 

State  of  Pennaylvania,  In  G^eral  Assembly. 

Saturday,  February  7, 1784,  A.  M.    ' 
The  report  of  the  committee  read  February  3,  on  the  petition  ot 
Richard- Wallace,  Esquire,  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  president  or  vice-president  in  Council,  b^ 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  natFal  officer  of  this  state  for  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  eleven  shillings  ten  pence  half- 
penny specie,  in  favor  of  Richard  Wallace,  Esqaire,  out  of  the  monies 
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muniiiig  in  the  iiaii<b  of  the  aaid  naval  oflleer,  any  ihing  ia  iki 

zesolatioDS  of  the  twentj-seoond  day  of  September  last  to  the  eoo^ 
tiarj  notwithatandiDg. 

Bxtraot  from  the  Minnteii, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Abb*  Clerk, 
of  the  General  Aeaembl  j^"*" 


# 


BbSOLUTION  OV  GbNBBAL  ASSBMBLYy   1784. 

State  of  Pennflylvama,  In  General  Aflaembly* 

Monday,  February  16,1784,  A.  M* 
Rexolvedy  That  one  hnndred  and  fifty  pounds  be  granted  to  the 
Philosophical  society,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  agriculture  and 
oommerce,  by  enabling  that  learned  body  to  obtain  such  discoveries 
as  have  been  made  in  Europe  and  other  countries. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. f 

Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congbess,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  16th,  1784^' 
Gentlemen,  ■ 

We  have  received  your  several  communications  of 
&  ,  and  have  a  just  sense  of  your  attention  to  the  trust 

reposed  in  you.    Inclosed  are  some  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  14th J  of  this  Month. 

The  attempts  of  Connecticut  are  very  extraordinary  and  are  to  be 
opposed  with  the  most  persevering  vigilance.  We  wish  you  by  ail 
means  to  prevent  any  step  being  taken  by  Congress,  that  may  in  the 
emallest  degree  lead  towards  a  revision  of  the  cause  determined  by 
the  Court  at  Trenton.  That  "business  is  complicated  with  such  a 
Yariety  of  consideration  &  circumstances,  arising  from  a  Multiplicity 
of  sources,  that  it  is|incapable  of  being  properly  managed,  without 
diligegt  &  long  continued  study  &  application  to  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  by  his  professional  knowledge  &  laborious  preparatian 
for  the  late  trial  between  this  state  &  Connecticut,  has  acquired  m 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  whole  transactions  preceding  your 
appointment.  To  you,  gentlemen,  the  subsequent  are  well  known. 
He  18  BOW  nominated  a  delegate,  &  will  join  you  as  soon  as  poa- 
■ible.  With  the  mutual  information  &  assistance  which  you  will 
give  each  other,  we  do  not  question,  but  the  designs  of  our  opponents 
will  be  properly  encountered. 

♦  Sec  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XTV.,  p.  82,  88, 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  XIV.,  p.  61. 
I  Mot  foancL    See  pages  194»  196. 
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We  shall  be  obliged  to  yov  if  yon  will  by  an  early  opporftanity 
send  OS  a  oo^  of  any  Benkwelrayoe^  addrete/er  petition  of  Zebalon 
Butler  &  hie  associate  to  Congress. 
lamsMy 

Tour  most  Obed.  Servant, 

JOHN  dickihbon; 

Direck^,    The  Hoaorable  the  Pekgates  of  PennaylTaiiia.* 


.    Peb8.  DiOKiirsoK  TO  Gov.  Clinton,  1784. 

In  Counefl,  Febrnary  16th,  1784. 
Sirj 

This  Letter  wDl  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Honora- 
ble Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  onr  Delegates  and  agent  in  the  Controversy 
for  the  Territoij  of  which  the  tfurisdiction  &  Preemption  we^e  in 
December,  1782,  adjudged  nnanimoady  by  the  Court  at  Trenton  to 
be  the  Right  of  this  Commonwealth. 

We  flattered  ourselves,  that  so  truely  respectable  a  Deteripipation' 
wontd  have  put  an  end  to  all  Gdntests/  &  that  the  affaix'  would  have 
given  ueno  further  Trouble  than  to  settle  private  Claims  ofsoS* 
upon  equitable  Terms,  whieh  this  State  was  resolved  to  do.  But 
With  Regret  we  find  that  the  Dispute  is  reviving  in  a  Tariety  of 
fbriDS ;  and  it  becomes  our  Duty  to  be  prepared  in  the  best  manner 
we  can,  for  opposing  attempts  titat  threaten  the  Honor^^  the  Pence  ft, 
the  weUfare  of  Pennsylvania.  [ 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  &  shall  with  just  acknowledge-' 
iftents  receive  any  assistance  which  your  State  can  afford  to  Mr. 
Wilson  by  aoeass  to  your  Records  &  other  Sources  of  Information. 

Another  point  of  Importance  Is  suggested  to  us  by  a  Considera- 
tion of  our  mutual  Interest ;  and  we  shall  freely  mention  it,  be-* 
cttuse  we  repose  a  very  high  and  particular  Confidence  in  the 
Keetitode,  Prudence  &  Liberality  of  the  Councils,  by  which  tfae^ 
Cenduot  of  our  Sister  State  of  New  Forlc  will  be  governed. 

It  Is  to  be  apprehended  that  if  a  spirit  of  Jealousy  is  suffered  to^ 
aerise  between  the  two  States,  their  Measures  may  be  reciprocally 
injurious.  Oar  Judgement  &  loclhiation  point  out  to  us  a  i^stem^ 
totally  different.  It  is  our  earnest  wish,  and  shall  be  our  dillK^nt 
BndeavouTS  that  they  may  ever  cordially  harmonize  in  their  Com- 
mercial Reguktions. 

with  real  and  very  great  esteem, 
r  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  ft  Hble.  Servt; 
JOHN  DICKINSON.f 

jDirecfcrf,— -Philadelphia,  February  10th,  1784.  " 

His  Eseellency  George  Clinton;  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

»  Col.  bW;,  Vol.  XrV,  p.  86.  t  bj.  * 
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MxNUiB  ov  Gkhs&al  Ambmblt,  1784. 

State  of  PennsylvaoMy  In  Gtenenl  Assembly 
Tharaday  Febraary  19,  1784,  A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  ovder  of  the  day  the  Hoase  proceeded  to  the 
election  of    aactioneerft  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  Northern 
Liberties  and   the  district  of  Soatbwark^  when   the   ballots  being 
taken  it  appeared  that  Arthur  St  Clair  Esqnire,  was  duly  elected 
Anotioneer  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Alexander  Boyd  for  the 
Northern  Liberties  and  John  Mease  for  the  district  of  Sonthwark. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  Oeneial  Assembly.* 


Pabs.  of  CoNaRESs  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  office  I  am  honored  with,  as  wdl- 
as  to  the  Union,  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  thro'  yon  the 
State  over  which  yon  preside ;  that  the  great  business  of  the  United 
States  is  at  a  stand,  for  want  of  a  Representation  agreeable  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  The  Journal  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  your  Excellency  and  which  contains  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  an  account  of  the  States  and  members  present  from 
the  first  monday  of  Noyember  last  to  this  day,  will  oonvince  your 
Excellency  of  the  State  of  inactivity  to  which  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States  are  reduced  for  want  of  a  full  Represeatotion." 

At  this  moment,  there  are  many  matters  of  the  highest  impor- 
tonoe  to  the  safety,  honour  and  happiness  of  the  United  States  which 
require  immediate  attention.  Among  these  I  need  only  mention 
the  establishing  a  general  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  settling  the 
western  territory,  the  arranging  our  foreign  afiairs  and  taking 
pleasures  for  securing  our  frontiers,  preserving  our  stores  and 
magazines;  making  requisitions  for  the  expence»'of  the  current 
year  and  for  satisfying  the  public  Creditors. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  by  the  sickness  of  some  of  the  members 
attending  at  Annapolis,  we  have  had  seven  States  represented  in 
Couflrress  only  three  days  since  the  Sixth  Inst.,  as  your  Exoellency 
will  observe  by  the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  Secretary  and  that 
the  members  present  are  dissatisfied  with  attending  to  no  puiposCi 
and  are  very  impatient  under  their  situation. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
your  Excellenc/j  most  Obedient  &  humble  Servant 

THOMAS  IlIFFLIN. 

Annapolis,  20th  February,  1784. 

•  Oil.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIY.  p.  88,  and  210  ef  this  VoL 
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-   States  not  repreaentiri^d.  '       " 

New  Hampshire,  One  Delegate  preseiit. 
New  York. 

New  Jersey,  One  Delegate  pfesent. 

Delaware,  One  Delegate  present. 

Maryland,  One  Delegate  attend'g,  one  sick. 

No.  Carolina,  One  Delegate  attend'g,  one  sick. 
Qeorgia, 

A  Letter  similar  to  the  ahove  was  written  to  the  Exeontives  of 
the  States  not  represented. 

T.  M. 
Saturday  Fehniary  7th,  only  five  States  attended. 
Monday  February  9th,  only  six. 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday  10th,  and  11th  seren  States  attended. 
Thursday  February  12,  only  five  States  attended. 
Friday  February  13th,  seven  States  attended, 
Monday  Feby  16th,  only  five. 
Tuesday  Feby.  17th, 


Wednesday  Feby,  18th, 
Thursday  Feby.  19th, 
Friday  Feby.  20th, 
Saturday  Feby.  21st, 


I 


Only  six  States,  atttended. 


The  States  unrepresented,  are  New  Hampshire,  New  Tork,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
21  Feby.  1784. 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 
Indorsed— tLooA.  26  Feby.  1784. 
JOireciedf 

His  Excellency,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia.' 
T.  Mifflin. 


Prbs.  DioKiNSON  TO  Major  Jamss  Moobk,  1T84. 

In  Council,  February  21-«,  1784.  . 
Sir, 

Having  conferred  with  Alexander  Patterson  k  David  Meade,. 
Esquires  &  Captain  Armstrong,  concerning  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Settlers  at  Wioming  not  claiming  under  this  State.  We  think  it 
proper  to  observe,  that  a  very  vigilant  attention  must  be  had  to  the 
Conduct  of  that  People,  and  every  Measure  taken  to  guard  against 
any  hostile  Bnterprises. 

At  the  eame  time,  it  is  the  Intention  &  Desire  of  Govdmmeni 

*  Col,  Eeo.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  43. 
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tbat  if  tbey  behave  peaceably  '&  inoffeiiHrrely,  tbey  aite  io  be  in  all 
Bespects  treated  kindlji  as  persons  whom  we  wish  to  beeome  aflbo- 
tionate  &  faithful  CkizeDS  of  this  Commonwealth. 
J  am  Sir, 
^     .  with  great  &  eincere  Esteem, 

youv  most  obed.  hble  Servt} 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Dtreciedj    Major  James  Moore^  at  Wioming. 


pRB9.  Dickinson  to  Alexander  Patterson,  &c.,  1784. 

In  Goaneil;  Febmary  21*S  1784. 
Gentlemen^ 

Having  odnferted  with  two  of  you  concerning  the  Behaviour  of 
the  Settlers  at  Wioming  not  olaimtng  under  this  State,  We  judge  it 
proper  to  observe,  that  as  it  is  the  Duty  of  persons  in  such  offices  as 
you  hold,  to  render  justice  to  all  persons  without  Distinction  as  ht 
as  your  Authority  extends,  and  to  preserve  the  Peace,  the  peooliaf 
Situation  of  afiairs  in  your  neighborhood  requires  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  Conduct  of  those  who  are  disaffected  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  that  the  earliest  Intelligence  should  be  communicated  to  us  of 
any  proceeding  that  threatens  Injury  to  the  Commonwealth. 

But,  if  the  said  Settlers  behave  peaceably  and  inoffensively,  it  is 
the  Intention  &  Desire  of  -Government,  that  they  should  be  in  all 
Bespects  treated  with  kindness,  as  persons  whom  we  wish  to  become 
affectionate  and  faithful  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
lam 

with  great  Begard,  gentiemen, 

your  most  obed*  hble  Serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Dtrecledy — ^Alexander  Patterson^  David  Meade^  John  Seely  &  Hemy 
Shoemaker,  Esquires. 


OflAS.  Pettit  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784, 

Philadelphia,  23«  February,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  the  Desire  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants  of  Philadelphia)  I 
take  the  Liberty  of  tnclofling  to  your  Bxcellency' their  Memorial*  of 
the  2L««  Instant. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very  lespectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

CBA  PETHT.f 
Directed,    Ek  Excellency  The  Prtisid^mt  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Memorial  not  found.     See.page  210. 
t  See  CSoK  Reo.,  YoL  XIV.,  p.  89. 
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Coil.  Jamm  Ohbvtib  to  Pftis.  Dicxxksoh,  1784. 

Phila.^  Feb.  28, 1784. 
Sir,    * 

I  am  ordered  Ij  Major  Moore  Oemmand'g  at  Jfati  Diekinsoii  to 
apply  to  the  HoocraUe  the  Sit|>reiBe  Bzeoativ«  Ooanoil  for  eoma 
money  on  aocoant,  for  the  discharae  of  debts  neoeeearily  contracted 
-iw  the  nae  of  the  Fort.*  For  the  laying  in  of  one  hundred  Cords  of 
Wood  tor  the  payment  of  intrenching  Tools  &  haolin  neoeseary  fyt 
tiie  repairiag  of  tlie  works.  One  hundred  ponnds  wiU  answer  for 
the  present 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be 

Sir,  your  Bzoellenoy's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

JA:CHRT8TIB. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq^  President  of  Penneylyania. 


BbSOLUTIOK  of  GbKBRAL  ABSiBMBLX,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  Febraary  24, 1784.    A.  M. 
The  hoaee  having  agreed  to  reeonelder  their  min«te  of  the  niasr 
feenthf  day  of  this  ioalant  Fehmary,  relative  to  the  appointmeiit  of 
>!LQotiooeen^  It  was  moved  and  seoonded  to  add  the  tottowing 
resolation,  vis : 

Beeolved,  That  the  said  Arthur  S*  Okir,  Alexander  Boyd,  and 
John  Mease,  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  appointed  Aaotiofr- 
Mrs,  TIB :  Artbor  S^  Glair  for  the  Oi^  of  Philadelphia,  AUxaader 
Boyd  for  the  Nortbem  Liberties  and  /ohn  Measa  for  the  disttiet  af 
Soatbwark. 

Whereupon  the  Teas  and  Nays  were  called  by  M'  WhitehiU  and 
M"  Clymer,  and  are  as  followfl,  viz :  ' 

Fess  29.    Nays  28. 

So  it  was  earried  in  the  affirmative  and  the  resolntion  adopted. 
Bxtaraot  from  the  Miwites, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of  the 

General  AasemUy.t  ; 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  41.     (At  Wyoming.) 
t  See  page  206.  t  <^ol-  ^O"  Vol.  «KIV.,  p.  88,  42. 
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Piles.  Dioeinson  to  Dslboates  in  CoNeRB^,  1784. 

In  Council,  Feb.  24%  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

,  We  inclose  a  Resolation  of  the  General  Asaembly,  by  which  the 
good  Faith,  Hamanitj  &  Generosity  of  that  Honorable  Body  appear 
4n  a  very  dear  Light. 

We  are  informed,  that  some  of  the  persons  therein  provided  f|^ 
&  who  have  relinquished  all  Bight  whatever  under  Gonneotioaty 
signed  the  Address  to  Congress  for  a  Court  to  try  the  private  Bight 
of  soil. 

I  am  gent'n, 

y  most  6b.  Ser., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

P.  S.     We  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
send  us  the  Journals  of  Congress  for  1779, 1780, 1781,  1782,  & 
1783. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  The  Delegates  in  Congress. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  Committee  of  Merchants,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  24",  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  Day  received  your  Memorial  of  the  21»'  Instant;* 
and  it  is  with  great  Satisfaction  we  can  assure  you,  that  the  Interest 
iof  80  respectable  a  Part  of  our  Constituents  as  the  Merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  with  which  those  of  the  whole  State  are  so  intimately 
oombined,  engaged  our  early  &  diligent  attention. 
'  At  the  first  fi^ion  of  the  General  Assembly  after  intelligence  of 
the  provisional  articles  of  Peace,  we  represented  to  that  Honorable 
Body  the  propriety  of  clearing  the  Passage  of  the  Biver  by  removing 
the  Chevauz  de  Frize,  and  informed  them,  that  we  had  directed  pro- 
posals to  be  received.  They  approved  the  Measure,  &  in  Consequenoe 
of  their  acts  we  have  made  some  preparations  which  have  been  coa- 
ducted  by  the  Wardens  of  the  Fort,  for  effecting  the  Business. 

We  are  perfectly  sensible  of  the  Importance  &  Difficulty  of  this 
undertaking*  No  proposals  that  have  been  made,  are  satisfactory. 
We  wish  to  accomplish  the  work  as  soon  as  we  can,  and  to  be  ao 
well  advised  in  our  attempts,  as  not  to  put  the  State. to  an  improper 
Ezpence.  We  shall  therefore  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Mer- 
chants of  this  City,  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  mention  to  us  the 
further  preparations  which  they  judge  to  be  necessary,  to  recommend 

*  See  page  208,  and  answer,  212. 
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penoDfl  for  BMkmg  tjbe  proper  EzperimeiitB}  ft  to  fiiY<mr  us  witb 
their  Sentiments  as  to  the  Measares  for  the  farther  ImproTement  of 
the  NavigatMrn  of  the  Broad  Bay. 
With  real  &  great  Esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

jour  most  OMdient  bble  Sery*,  ' 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JOtreded, — ^The  Committee  of  The  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 


Seo'Y  A&M8TB0Na  so  MiCHASL  HUFFNAaLE,   1784. 

Seoretary's  Offioe,  Feb'y  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  return  of  an  eleetion  for  Jostioes  of  the  peace,  held  at  Pittsr 
borsh  on  the  13th  day  of  August  last,  was  this  morning  reconsidered 
in  Coancil,  &  upon  a  review  of  the  whole  it  was  determined  thM 
another  Eleetion  for  an  additional  magistrate  be  held  at  that  plao^ 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  the  wish  of  Council  that  you  will  b^ 
pleased  to  make  the  laws  concerning  Elections  as  public  as  you  can 
— this  may  best  be  done  by  issuing  a  written  notice  appointing  the 
day  for  such  Election,  &  describing  the  qualifications  necessary  for 
the  Vqierf  as  well  as  the  person  voted  for.  This  precaution  will  pre- 
vent much  of  the  ineonsbtenoy  which  has  hitherto  marked  this  busi^ 
nesSy  k  enable  Council  to  come  to  some  safe  decision. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

your  most  obed'  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  8eo>. 
Directed^ 

Michael  Huffnagle,  Esqr.,  Prothonotary  of  County  of  Westnore* 
land. 


Sbc't  Abmstrong  to  Henry  Wtnkoop,  1784. 

Surveyor's  Office,  6th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no 
provision  by  Law  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  those  vacancies  in  the 
magistracy,  which  have  happened  in  consequence  of  the  constitu- 
tional expiration  of  said  office ;  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Housft  upon  this  subject,  and  some  provisionary  law,  it  is  to  be  sup- 
poeed,  will  be  made,  when  some  future  return  from  the  County  of 
bocks  will  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Sec'y. 
jDmdecT— Heniy  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Bucks  County. 
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Mbbotahts  of  Phiudklphia  to  Prbs.  DioKWSOir,  ITWt 

Philiid«l»hia,liarck  6^1724.  : 
Sip, 

We  have  had  tlie  Honor  to  neeeive  (h^  ComnuHVoiktioD  of  Coaneil 
on  the  Sabject  of  our  Memorial  of  .the  21st  of  February,'^  and  are 
baj^  to  find  it  had  so  e^rly  engaged  their  particular  Attention. 

The  Bemoval  of  the  obBtruotionsin  the  "RiYtr  is  ind00d  ^  ObjMt 
of  great  Importance  to  the  Trade  of  this  Port }  for  ezdusi^  of  fre- 
quent and  heavy  Losses  by  accidents  which  they  ocoaeiton,  the  ])elay 
they-  give  to  Vessels  in  their  passage  tS  and  from  the  City,  is  in 
itself  a  heavy  Tax  on  Navigable  Concerns.  We  presume  not,  how- 
evoT;  to  offer  any  Plan  for  their  Removal,  nor  any  Opinion  respecting 
the  mode  to  be  pursued  in  effecting  the  Byisinera.  Our  view  itt 
addresfifing  Oocineil  was  merely  to  present  the  Subject  to  their  Cour 
isideratlon  as  an  objeet  requiring  early  preparation  no  less  ihai^ 
vigorous  Exertion.  But  if  Council  shall  deem  our  Assistance  m 
ttny  Degree  necessary,  we  shall  consider  it  as  our  Duty  £o  give  all  the 
aid  in  our  Power  with  the  utmost  alacrity. 

From  the  precarious  Circumstances  of  Trade  during  the  War,  and 
the  alterations  which  have  taken  Place  in  our  Police  in  Consequence 
of  the  Aevolutaon,  many  useful  Regulations  heretofore  established 
-have  fallen  into  disuse,  or  are  become  inadequate  to  our  nresent 
-Situation,  whereby  the  Commerce  of  the  State  has  suffered  ft  is 
likely  to  suffer  much  Inconvenience  ft  real  Injury.  These  Oirouiii« 
stances  Were  suggested,  amongst  others,  in  a  memorial  we  had  the 
Honor  to  present  to  the  General  Assembly  early  in  the  present 
Session.  How  hr  they  may  have  engaged  the  Attention  of  the 
honorable  House,  we  are  not  yet  informed.  But  under  the  L^ws 
now  subsisting  we  apprehend  it  may  be  in  the  Power  of  the  OouncH 
to  vemedy  these  Inoonveniencies  in  some  Particulars ;  such  as  th^ 
Inspection  of  Beef  &  Pork  ft  of  Staves  and  other  Lumber,  ft*  the 
measurement  of  Salt  &  Grain.  As  these  are  Objects  of  considerable 
Importaooe,  we  cannot  but  hope  they  will  obtain '  th^  favourable 
Attention  of  your  hon^'«  Board,  ft  that  the  best  Regulations  & 
arrangementfl  which  the  existing  Laws  admit  will  be  made  ooncem- 
ing  them. 

We  hftve  the  Honor  to  be,  with  ereat  Respect 

your  Excellenc/s  most  Obedient 

ft  most  humble  Servants, 
OHA-  PETTITv 
J.  M.  NKSBITT, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
ISAAC  HAZLHHUBST, 
J.  ROSS, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coim^i^ 

*  See  poge  208,  210. 
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EZBEISL  BOBINS  TO  P&BS.  DiOKINBONy  1784. 

New  Tork,  Maroh  6tb,  1784.     ' 

Agraeable  to  advice  have  tnnamitted  you  an  aeooant  of  SandriBa. 
8op|»ly'  the  Ameriean  FnaonerSy  with  an  aoeount  of  Sales  of  the 
Floor  which  was  sent  for  that  purpose — have  Inclosed  an  Order  oil' 
the  Honb'l  James  Irvine^  which  after  settlemunt  leaves  a  bailanest 
dM  me  of  £8  13  11— N.  York  Gurrenej. 
Am  with  Bftpeoty 

Sir^  jour  Homble  Servant, 

£ZBKIEL  ROBINS. 

(Pnblick.) 

His  Exoelleneyy  John  Dickinson^  Esq.^  President  of  the  State  tA- 
Pensilvania. 


Pebs.  DickinsoIi  to  Gov.  or  Connecticut,  1784. 

In  Coonoily 

Philadelphia,  March  6<%  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the  15^  of  last. 
November,*  with  three  Acts  of  your  Legislature  of  the  second  Thnn* 
day  of  October  precediog,f  which  we  laid  before  our  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  now,  in  Compliance  with  their  Resolution,  transmit  Cquea. 
of  proceedings  respecting  the  Letters  at  Widming.  These,  together 
with  this  Letter,  we  desire  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  oOm« 
mnnicate  to  the  LegisUture  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  soon  as 
an  Opportunity  is  offered.  Ibis  Step  of  our  Assembly  proceeds  iron . 
»  Hope  that  your  Government,  upon  being  well  informed  of  the  said' 

C-oceedings,  will  not  persist  in  a  Conduct  so  extraordinary  aa  thai. 
tely  adopted.     Whether  this  Hope  be  well  founded  or  not,  we 
shall  enjoy  the  Satisfaction  of  having  affectionately  endeavoured  to . 
remove  the  prejudices  of  a  sister  State,  &  to  prevent  the  BvUs  that 
must  result  from  such  a  Revivi^  of  the  late  Controversy. 

The  Acts  above  referred  to,  and  your  Excellency's  Letter,  contain 
two  Charges  against  this  State ;  first,  of  Suppression  of  Evidence,  & 
secondly,  of  Cruelty  towards  the  Settlers  of  Wioming-— in  Conse- 
quence whereof,  it  seems,  your  Government  resolved  to  obtain 
if  it  be  practicable,  a  Revision  of  the  Cause  lately  deddsd,  &  to 
give  the  Settlers  all  the  Aid  and  support  in  its  power.) 

However  severe  these  Charges  are,  they  meetjon  our  part  with  a. 
Consciousness  that  tbey  are  not  merited.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  so 
indefinite  that  we  cannot  imagine  to  what  Evidence  it  alludes*     As 

♦  See  pp.  147,  148.  +  See  pp.116,  117. 
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to  the  latter,  the  inoloeed  Papers  &  some  correspondiBg  Giroam- 
atances  will  eViooe  how  much  it  was  undeserved       «      «     ' 

It  has  been  the  constant  Determination  of  this  Government  to  treat 
with  Benevolence  &  Gencroeity  the  Settlers  at  Wiomins,  whose 
Cases  were  recommended  bj  equitable  Considerations ;  and  we  an 
persQaded  that  all  who  are  described  in  the  Kesolutions  of  the  aeoo&d 
of  last  SeptembeTi  would  have  had  their  Possessions  iamediatelj 
Qtmfirmed  to  them,  if  it  could  be  done  without  a  Yiohtion  of  the 
Sights  of  Property  in  a  Multitude  of  Instances,  those  Lands  having 
been  heretofore  granted  by  Pennsylvania  to  many  Individuals  who 
insbted  on  their  Titles,  and  pleaded  the  Amotion  of  Laws. 

This  Difficulty  opposed  itself  to  the  kind  Intentions  of  Govern- 
ment. In  order  to  remove  it,  Commissioners  who  were  Members  of 
the  Legislature,  were  appointed  to  repair  to  Wioming.  Their  Report 
is  at  present  mislaid  -,  but  it's  place  is  well  supplied.  Proposals  of 
4^9COinmodation  were  made,  bnt  not  concluded.  Sevend  Papers 
were  addrest  to  the  Commissioner^  by  the  Claimants  on  each  side. 
That  from  the  settlers  at  Wioming,  dated  23<  April,*  1783,  and 
signed  on  Behalf  of  the  rest  by  John  Jenkins,  put  an  End  to  all 
further  Expectation  of  Compromises;  &  the  Commissioners  soon  after 
returned  Home. 

In  this  Address^  they  answer  what  had  been  mentioned,  of 
other  Lands  being  granted  to  them  by  this  State,  if  they  would  sur- 
render after  some  time  the  Lands  at  Wioming  to  the  owners  under 
Pennsylvania,  by  asking  these  Questions:  <' Whether  they  would 
exchange  &  sufPer  us  to  enjoy  our  peaceable  possessions  here  by  way 
of  Compromise,''  and  then  subjoin  this  Declaration — "  We  cannot, 
as  we  are  Joint  tenants  with  a  much  greater  Body  of  Joint  Proprie- 
tors than  is  here,  without  their  joint  Consent^  give  up  our  Claims 
to  those  Lands  in  Dispute/' 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  our  General  Assembly 
formed  their  Besolutionsof  the  second  of  September ;  and  tho'  therr 
**  Hopes  of  a  friendly  Compromise  seemed  then  vanished,"  yet.  still 
iBfloeneed  by  the  same  Equity  that  suggested  the  appointment  of 
the  Commissioners,  &  to  encourage  the  Settlers  to  assent  to  Terms 
compatible  with  the  legal  Claim  under  Pennsylvania  which  had 
oceasioned  the  before-mentioned  Difficulty,  they  resolved,  that 
<<  a  reasonable  Compensation  in  Lands  within  the  Boundaries  of  this 
State,  upon  easy  Terms,  be  made  to  the  Families  of  those  who  have 
fallen  fighting  against  the  Savages,  &  to  such  others  as  actually  did 
remde  on  the  Lands  at  Wioming  when  the  late  Decree  was  given  at 
'JVenton/' 

The  Good  Faith  k  Liberality  with  which  the  present  Assembly 
have  adhered  to  this  Engagement,  will  appear  from  tho  Resolutioos 
of  the  30*^  of  last  month,  by  which  three  hundred  Acres  of  Land 
are  granted  clear  of  purchase  Meoey,  to  each  of  the  fifteen  Settlers 
thereiii  mentioned. 

*  See  pp.  80-86. 
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H«iiM  H  Is  iodispQtebks  tbal  tii«  ^Sttd^nT'  dMorifted  itt  tlM 
Acts  of  the  Legislatare  of  Gonneotioat  of  last  October,  sad  tbe 
fVimilias  of  the  **  Males  who  had  been  slaiii/^  were  really  the  ebjeets 
ef  the  '<  ClettcDoy''  of  PenosjlTania  before  the  paasiDg  of  those  Acts. 

It  is  also  erident  from  the  recited  Declaration  of  <<  the  Settlers^ 
at  WiomiDg,  that  they  are  oontendiog  for  other  Claims  than  their 
OWB.  Such  Ideas  have  been  saeeessfally  infused  into  their  Minds, 
tbat  their  Contest  ezt^ds  to  the  Claims  of  "a  much  greater  Body 
of  Joint  proprietors  than  is  there/' 

Thnsy  by  their  own  Aoknowledgement;  the  Qnestion  does  not  relate 
to  the  persons  expressly  designated  by  yonr  Legislatare  in  these  k 
flttreral  other  words — *•  whose  snfferings  &  Condition  nnder  **  Penn* 
mrivania"  have  ezdted  Ae  Commiseration  of  their  Friends,^'  bnt  to 
the  Claims  that  may  be  made  by  that  **  ranoh  greater  Body  of  Joint 
proprietors.'' 

Td  mftke  an  equitable  Aooommodation  with  the  former  is  the 
esmest  Desire  ft  sincere  Endeavour  of  this  State ;  Irat,  to  sarrender 
s  Yaloable  k  important  Territory  to  Claims  inconsistBnt  with  Eqioly, 
aba  cannot  consent 

^*  It  is  too  plain  what  the  Consequences  will  be,  when  a  eonsidenbid 
Body  of  Men  who  have  fixed  themsoives  in  a  Stale  in  Deianee  of 
her  Anthority,  making  common  Cause  with  ^  a  much  greater  Body'' 
s^BidiDff  in  another  State^  tempting  bold  ft  needy  Adventnrers  from 
every  Qoarter  to  join  them,  which  we  averr  to  he  tbefar  pinotiee,  and 
dkeditatitig  hostile  Enterprises  against  ub^  which  we  know  to  be  theiv 
Demgny  are  taught  to  expect  from  that  other  State  (and  a  very 
nspeotable  one)  ^  all  the  aid  and  support  in  her  power/'  see  her 
making  every  Exertion  to  acquire  for  them  the  Juri^iction  over  the 
Lands  where  they  have  fixed  themselves. 

We  ardently  wish  that  the  Citizens  of  a  State  united  to  us  by  so 
many  strong  Ties,  would  be  pleased  to  afford  some  further  Consid- 
eration to  the  Arguments  of  the  Advocates  for  these  Measures;  and 
with  a  serious  and  eonsciencious  Attention  to  weigh  how  far  such 
prooeedings  are  reconcileable  with  the  Maxims  of  Reason  and  Justice, 
the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations,  the  true  interests  of  the  States  ^e 
uniform  and  solemn  declarations  of  their  own  Ancestors  repeated  in 
their  legislative  and  executive  Acts  of  Qovernment  from  Generation 
to  Generation,  without  a  dissenting  Voice,  the  unanimous  Petermi- 
natioD  of  the  most  dignified  Judges  chosen  by  themmlrss,  upon  a 
Trial  long  prepared  for  and  deliberately  entered  into,  or,  in  brief, 
with  the  Principles  upon  which  the  Peace  and  Kepose  of  Mankild 
are  established. 

Upon  the  late  Decision,  the  Authority  of  this  Oommommftltli  Was 
osttfirmed ;  and  the  Laws  in  their  usual  Course,  if  appealed  to,  eosdd 
punish,  by  redress,  private  wrong.  Yet,  omr  General  Assemblj,' 
upon  Complaints  of  the  settlers,  again  sent  up  Commissiotten,  from 
their  own  body,  to  Wiomiog,  to  make  proper  Enquiries  Ufyon  the  spot; 
SDui  we  have  given  such  instructions  to  those  in  authority  tbtNy  iui^ 
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wa  jodlg0  ffttflbuetit  to  prayont  anj  pretanM  for  ft  RejpetiiiaH  of  Oom- 
pUinta. 

If  any  Yiolont  aotions  have  been  oommiUed  by  IndiTidiialB,  thej 
ha?e  proceeded  from  minds  alarmed  by  apprehension  of  imminent 
Danger,  or  irritated  by  seyere  lojariee.  We  mean  not  to  reoriminate, 
bat  only  to  recall  some  past  events  into  Remembrance;  For^  we 
are  assured  that  the  Citizens  of  yonr  state  will  not  impnte  any 
peoaliar  want  of  <<  mercy/'  to  the  People  of  this;  when  they  reflect 
that  the  Emigrants  from  Connecticat  seiied  by  yiolence  the  Iiandfli 
which  are  now  claimed,  at  a  time  too,  when  Pennsylvania  was 
af»taally  invaded  by  a  formidable  Enemy,  '<  entered  by  Force  into 
the  Possessions  &  Labors"  of  Pennsylvanians,  plnndered  theos 
of  all  their  property,  &  drove  them  oat  of  that  part  of  the  Coantry 
—and  when  they  reflect,  also — that  at  the  Gommencement  of  these 
Distarbances,  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  most  fnett41y 
and  strenaoas  manner,  caationed  Connecticut,  by  sending  an  Agent 
of  Distinction  and  an  official  Letter,  against  coantenanoing  the  at- 
tempt as  leading,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Letter,  into  an  ondlesa 
scene  of  Trouble  and  Confusion,'^  that  might  be  very  generally 
«« prejudicial." 

To  c<»olnde,  let  the  whole  series  of  transactions,  relating  to  the 
Intrusion  upon  these  Lands,  be  impartially  considered,  and  we  are 
perfectly  convinced  the  People  of  this  State  will  be  regarded  as  muob 
more  trespassed  against  than  trespassing.  We  shall  not  uselesaly 
engage  in  the  detail,  nor  In  any  Dispute  upon  the  subject.  Our 
sincere  wishes  are,  that  this  unhappy  aflPair  may  be  dosed  in  such  si 
way  as  to  cause  as  little  Distress  as  possible  to  Individuaki  and  as 
little  Detriment  as  possible  to  our  Common  Country. 
With  a  truly  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  Ezcellencys  most 

obedient  hble.  servi, 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 


HoH.  John  Moktqombrt  to  Frbs.  Dioeinsok,  1788. 

Sir, 

Annapolis,  7th  March,  1784. 
I  have  now  before  me  your  lettw  of  ■  with  the  instructions  of 
General  Assembly  to  the  Delegates,  though  I  make  no  Doubt  \mk 
the  letter  which  his  Excellency  M'  Mifflin  has,  as  he  just  now  inforoMd 
me,  written  and  forward^  by  Cap'  Barney,  will  give  satislaetion,  yM 
the  respect  I  have  for  the  Council  and  Genend  Assembly  and  the 
tniat  iq^osed  in  me  will  net  admiu  of  my  being  silent.    I  r 
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Aerofore  beg  leave  to  inform  jon,  that  tbe  assignmeiit  of  ^be  last 
Moaday  in  Jtine  next  for  the  appearanoe  of  tbe  parties  ia*  not  to 
Conaider  whether  a  Court  ahall  be  appointed  or  not,  but  foit  tbe 
aotoat  appointment  of  a  Oourt  to  bear  and  Determtne  tbe  private 
ngbt  of  smI  between  those  elaiminc  by  grants  under  different  states 
in  that  tract  of  territory  which  was  heretofore  in  Controversy  betweett 
Pennsyl*  and  Conneotieut  and  tbe  jurisdiction  of  which  was  by  tbe 
Court  held  at  Trenton  adjudged  to  belong  to  PennsyK 

I  was  not  in  Congress  when  the  petition  of  Butler  and  others  & 
the  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  were  first  read^  nor  did 
I  arrive  untill  tbe  Committee  to  whom  they  had  been  referred  bad 
made^port  and  Congress  was  ready  to  come  to  adecision.  Upon  first 
bearing  tbe  business  I  did  not  like  it  and  was  disposed  to  give  it  all 
the  oposition  in  my  power  especially  as  I  perceived  by  a  part  of 
Qovemor  TrumbulFs  letter  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  not 
satisfied  with  tbe  Judgement  given  and  there  was  some  expressioiAi 
wbioh  seemed  to  intimate  that  they  wanted  it  set  aside  and  a  new  trial 
granted.  But  as  the  Delegates  of  that  State  disavowed  sveh  intentioa 
and  moved  for  expunging  that  part  of  tbe  report  which  refemd  to 
the  ezoep^onable  part  of  tbe  letter  and  only  insisted  on  tbe  right  of 
ihe  petitioners/  and  as  that  rigbt  was  founded  on  the  artides  of 
eonfederation^  I  acquiesced'  and  left  my  collegues  who  had  heard 
the  matter  from  the  beginning  to  give  the  vote  of  the  state,  I  was 
the  easier  induced  to  olwerve  this  Conduct  as  upon  examining  mors 
attentively  the  articles  of  Confederation  I  was  perswaded  that  tbe 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  and  ordering  the  appointaseat 
of  this  Court  was  a  confirmation  of  the  Judgment  of  the  eourt  at 
Trenton  which  decided  tbe  jurisdiction;  for  it  appeard  to  me  that  the 
court  to  decide  upon  ike  private  rigbt  of  soil  oou^  not  to  be  apointed 
nor  have  any  right  to  sit  or  act  unless  it  was  taken  for  mnted  that 
tbe  jurisdiction  was  previously  and  finally  adjudged  and  I>etermkked. 

I  am  sensible  the  appointment  ot  this  court  may  be  attended  with 
inconveniences.  But  as  it  is  founded  on  the  articles  of  oonfederation 
and  a  constitutional  law  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  and  I  apprehend  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  liberty  if 
those  who  have  only  the  power  of  appointing  a  court  shou*  govern 
an  arbitrary  right  of  Judgeing  whether  the  suitors  were  intiUed  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Court.  This  in  my  opinion  only  belongs  to  the  cou^ 
and  I  am  persuaded  the  Council  employed  by  the  claimants  under 
Pennsylvania  will  take  care  that  none  but  such  as  have  a  clear  rigbt 
to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  Court  in  question. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  M'  Wilson  is  appointed  a  Delegate  and  that  he 
means  to  serve.  There  are  many  matters  now  coming  before  Congress 
which  are  of  tbe  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  union  as  well  as  to 
every  individual  state.  I  therefore  sincerely  wish  if  bo  is  not  already 
set  out  on  his  journey  thaflie  would  hasten  here  as  soon  as  possible 
and  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  this  as  I  should  be  glad  of  bis  advioe 
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hstote  if%  take  wj  step  cNrafonnable  to  the  InatriMtiob  f^tm  and  to 
lia?e  hia  aaBiatan^e  if  the  Aaaemblj  ahall  eontisBe  to  think  raoh  ate|to 
Bcoeaaary, 

Ba  pleased  to  asaie  the  Goaocil  a»d  aaBembly  of  mj  moel  «8alow 
services  and  closest  atteation  to  the  interest  of  the  atate  to  the  nlmesfe 
of  nj  abilities. 

.  I  am  with  great  respect  joor 

Ezcellencjs  obd*  bumb**  Servan* 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 


Diu  HeTCHiHBOK  TO  Gbh.  iRwm,  1784.  "  # 

Doctor  Hntchineons  compliments  to  Gen.  Irwtn  and  aeqnaints  him 
that  the  Beateva  of  this  Leonard  Broom,  Jonathan  Trieokel,  William 
Kichola  &  Daniel  Oroos,  are  foar  of  those  nnhappy  men  who  were 
bnroi  so  very  seyerely^  when  the  accident  happened  at  the  fire  works 
Uk  Market  street;  D*  Hutchinson  appljed  to  Gen*  Irwin  at  the  tinoi 
&  Oomicil  were  kind  enough  to  engage  to  pay  their  ezpencee  in  the 
PennaylTaaiA  Hospital,  in  conseqaence  of  which  D*  HntchimKMi  got 
one  of  the  men  who  is  not  mentioned  above  admitted,  but  these  Irar 
rather  choose  to  remain  in  theii;  own  lodgings,  they  are  now  well  but 
much  distressed,  all  their  doatha  were  burnt,  and  they  have  boea  at 
•xpenees  ever  since  the  accident  I  apprehend  that  their  remaining 
tmt  of  the  Hospital  can  make  no  difference  to  Council,  and  that  the 
aame  allowance  might  be  made  to  them  to  enable  them  to  pay  for 
their  board*  as  is  made  to  pay  for  the  person  who  is  in  the  Hospital ; 
Gen^  Irwin  however  will  himself  be  better  able  to  judge  on  th«  ooea- 
sioQ  and  if  he  thinks  it  can  be  done  with  propriety  represent  the 
matter  to  OounciL 

Monday  Morning^  March  8"",  1784. 

To  Oen^  Irwia. 


Bbtubn  07  Officers  of  thu  Troop  of  Liqhi  Hobbs  09 
THJB  Count;  of  Philadjelphia. 

A  Betura  of  the  officers  of  the  Troop  of  Light  Horse  of  the  County 

ofPhilad-. 

David  Snyder,  Captain. 
Abraham  Duffield,  Lieutenant. 
Isaac  Humphries,  Cornet. 

PkOad^  County,  March  9*^  1784. 

.  W-  COATS,  U^  C.  P. 

John  Armstrong,  Esq%  Secretary. 
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BniTBH  OF  OvnoBBfi  FIE8I  BaitalioH)  Philabblpbu. 

A  fielwii  of  th«  Qffioera  of  tlie  ink  BiOtalion  of  die  Plulr  Oonaly 
miliftky  oommaaded  bj  Benj*  AhVetf^y  Eaq*. 


First  Cohpamt.  Fifth  Company. 

DeBMB  Worrdl,  Capteitt.  Jaoob  Roads,  Gafytaiii. 

Robert  Wtleon,  Lienteoafet.  Gasper  Reads,  lieetenaiii 

Fteeook  Major,  Basiga.  Seriek  Sadder,  flnsigD. 

Skoond  Gompant.  8ixth4)ompant« 

Tkonas  Holmes,  Captain.  James  Potts,  Gaptaio. 

Jonathan  Dnngan,  Lieutenant.      John  Knowles,  Lientenant. 
Sdoeli  Holnes,  Ensign.  David  Derrkkson,  Ensign. 

Thibd  Company.  SBYBNm  Company. 

Samuel  Swift.  Captain.  Stephen  B«rrow8,  Captain. 

John  Blake,  Lientenant,  Henry  Fonng,  Lieutenant 

Bobert  Robertson,  Ensign.  John  Davis,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company.  Bxqeth  Company. 

Joseph  Dearman,  Captain.         '  John  Rush,  Captain. 

Jacob  Ash  ton,  Lieutenant.  Christopher  Coon,  Lieutenant 

Jacob  Shearer,  Eosign.  Frederick  Altemus,  Ensign. 

Philad*  Coxmiy,  M&roh  9*,  1784.  « 

W-  COATS,  Lieu*  G.  P. 
Diteciedf 

John   Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Ezeoutiv^ 
CooDoiQ  of  the  Stole  of  Peansylvfcnia. 


Pbbsidbni  Dickinson  xo  Mbrohants  of  Philada.,  1T84. 

Oeotlemen, 

The  offices  we  hold  are  bestowed  upon  us  for  the  public  service,  k 
in  order  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  such  a  trust  we  esteem  it  our 
indispensahte  Duiy  to  obtain  all  the  Information  that  may  be  useful 
to  the  State. 

We  therefore  wish  to  nvail  ourselves  of  the  Knowledge  and 
Experience  of  your  Body,  not  only  with  Respect  to  the  Removal  of 
the  Chevauz  de  Prize,  but  for  the  further  Improvement  of  the  Navi^ 
ntioa  of  the  River  k  Bay,  and  in  general  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Commercial  Interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  f&r  as  our  Bxertiotti 
*#aB  contribute  to  the  attainment  of  those  very  desirable  objects.  On 
the  first  subject  we  hope  to  be  soon  favoured  with  youf  sentimental 
&  upon  the  last  as  you  may  from  time  to  time  think  proper. 


S^e  PBNNSTLYANIA  ARGHIYXS  1784. 

The  snlwtaiioe  of  the  Memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  which 
TOO  have  been  pleased  to  mention,  appeared  to  Us  as  important  as  to 
loa ;  and  not  knowing  of  yonr  intended  application  to  the  House, 
^e,  in  onr  Message,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  present  Session,  strongly 
urged  ^  the  Necessity  of  a  due  Oraer  and  accurate  Method  bemg 
oboarved  in  preparing  all  our  products  in  the  best  Manner  for  Expor- 
tation/' 

By  a  former  message  on  the  eighteenth  of  laat  August,  we  repre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  that  <'  no  proper  provision  was  made  for 
the  measuring  of  Grain  &  Salt/'  We  also  establiahed  a  temporary 
Begulation  concerning  those  articles. 

Any  advantage»which  the  Laws  admit  upon  these  points,  we  shall 
be  very  ready  to  make,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  course 
of  Business  suggests  to  your  observation  as  most  advisable. 

Q.  Who  are  the  Officers  for  inspecting  Beef  &  Pork,  Flower  A 
Staves,  &o. 

With  a  rery  great  &  sincere  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  ^ 

Your  most  obedient, 

And  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
The  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 
Indorted  March  13, 1781. 


Hov.  John  Montgomery  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Annapolis,  15th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  your  Excellency  the  Joumalfl  of  Oongress 
for  1780  and  1781,  and  an  order  on  Mr.  Clayp  jle  for  those  of  1779 
and  1782,  which  includes  part  of  '83. 

Only  eight  states  represented  in  Congress;  the  Delegates  of  the 
Delaware  State  are  Disqualified  to  serve,  having  been  appointed  Ist 
Feb'y,  1783,  the  year  ending  1st  Feb'y,  1784,  and  no  appointment 
mde  in  that  State  since.  Mr.  Beresford's  time  is  up  this  day,  and 
.no  acct  from  South  Carolina  of  a  new  appointment,  so  that  we  are 
prevented  from  proceeding  on  the  important  and  pressing  Buaineas 
now  before  Congress. 

X  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Ezoellency^s  most  obd't, 
Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 
JHrectedj 

His  Exeellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Pros't  of  the  Sap.  £z. 
jOonnoil  at  Philadelphia. 

»  See  pages  208, 210,  212,  221. 
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Mbbchants  of  Philadelphia  to  Fres.  Dickiksoit,  1784. 

PhUadelphia,  19  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  attention  with  which  Coanoil  have  been  pleased  ta  honor  o«f 
l4>plioatioQ9  demands  oar  acknowledgments,  and  weshonld  be  wanting 
in  the  Bespect  we  owe  to  the  £zecative  Power  of  the  State,  and  to 
the  Duties  of  our  appointment,  if  we  should  withhold  any  informal 
tion  which  they  may  think  proper  to  ask,  and  which  we  are  compef 
tent  to  giye. 

The  Removal  of  the  Chevaux  de  frize  is,  in  our  EatimatioQ|  m 
Object  of  the  first  importance  to  the  Navigation  of  the  State,  and 
ought,  at  all  Events,  to  be  attempted  as  soon  as  the  Season  will 
permit.  We  presume  that  in  this,  as  in  all  public  Undertakings,  if 
persons  of  Ability  would  engage  to  perform  the  Service  by  Contract, 
for  a  speoifio  Sum,  that  mode  would  be  the  most  eligible ;  but  if 
such  Persons  cannot  be  found,  we  would  recommend  that  the  BasU 
nete  be  put  tinder  the  Direction  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Port,  with 
Jnstructions  to  employ  the  beet  means  in  their  Power  for  aocoaU 
plishimg  so  necessary  an  End. 

The  message  of  Council  at  the  opening  of  the  preasBt  Sessiom  con* 
prehended  many  of  the  objects  which  we  wished  to  bring  before  our 
xUpreeeatatives;  and  our  memorial,  it  was  imagined,  would  famish 
additional  Motives  for  taking  them  into  immediate  Consideration* 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  has  had 
the  desired  Effect;  and  that  new  Impositions  on  Trade  should  be 
adopted  without  any  Reference  to  the  Parties  who  are  to  be  imme- 
diately affected  by  them,  &,  without  the  smallest  Attention  to  the 
Improvement  of  that  Commerce  upon  which  those  Impositions  are  laid« 
We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  by  another  Memorial,  to  solicit  the 
Attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  Business,  &  we  stiU  flatten 
ourselves  our  applications  may  be  regarded. 

If  the  Prayer  of  our  Petitions  should  be  granted,  the  Superin<* 
tendance  of  many  of  the  Regulations  will  necessarily  be  in  the 
Council.  Should  that  happen  &  our  Experience  can  be  useful,  every 
information  in  our  power  will  be  cheerfully  given.  In  the  mean 
time  the  officers  who  superintend  the  measurement  of  Salt  &  Grain, 
A  the  Inspection  of  Beef  &  Pork,  being  of  their  appointment,  it  may 
be  in  their  power  to  put  those  Duties  into  the  hands  of  Persona  whq 
will  execute  them  with  Reputation  to  the  State. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  With  perfect  Respect, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obedient,&  very  humble  ServantS| 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
THOS.  FITZSIMONS, 
ISAAC  HAZLE  HURST, 
J.  M.  NESBITT.* 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Council. 

*  See  Col.  R«>.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  64,— and  preceding  page  (220.) 
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Council  to  Commr's  op  Taxes  in  Philad'a,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Maroh  20di,  1784. 
GeDtlemeiiy 

Council  wish  to  know  what  is  the  amotmt  of  Tax  arising  from 
Billiard  Tables^  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  I  have 
tfieir  direotion  to  request  you  will  please  to  give  them  the  necessary 
Information  on  that  snbjeot. 

2>trerfe(2y— Commissioners  of  the  Taxes  in  the  City  andCounty  d 
miadelphia. 


David  Meadb  to  Col.  Moobb^  1784. 

Wioming,  Maroh  20tii,  17&4* 

Agreeable  io  your  Desire  I  must  inform  you  that  there  is  Beef  te 
Lftsfc  until  the  first  of  May,  Whiskey,  Wheat  and  Com  for  a  Mealhi 
and  am  assured  by  Mr.  Weitael  that  a  Boat  Load  of  Flower  will  be 
Bm^  here  as  soon  as  Poeaable  after  the  River  is  NaYigable.| 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &o., 

,  DAVID  M£ADB. 
IKrMlsd-— Od.  Moare. 


Major  Jambs  Moorb  io  Prbs.  Diokibbok^  1784. 

Port  Dickinson,  Mareh  20, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  People  in  this  Country  has  suflered  Exoeedingly  by  the  late 
ft'esh,  not  less  than  150  Houses  have  been  earned  awaj.  The  Graia 
is  Principaly  Lost,  and  a  very  oonsiderable  part  of  the  CaUie 
drowned — the  Water  was  SO  feet  above  Low  Water  Mark. 

Inelosed  I  send  your  Exoellenoy  a  Return  of  the  Provieioii  now 
in  store  and  of  the  Quantity  that  is  shortly  expected  up  the  River. 

Inclosed  you  have  the  deposition  of  James  Cuher,  it  is  a  prelude 
to  the  troubles  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  this  spring. 

The  water  was  so  High  in  the  Garrison  that  some  of  the  ammnm- 
tion  was  Injured. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 

Highest  Esteem,  your  Excellency's 

most  Obd<  8erY%, 

J.  MOORE. 
Indorsed — ^An'^account  of  the  Fresh  in  the  Susquehanna  &  peoples 
suflbrings  in  consequence. 

Directed. — His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Bsq^  President  ot 
the  Stote  of  Penn*,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  224 
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Fres.  Dickiksoh  to  Speaebb  of  Assembly,  1784L 

In  Coanoil.  March  23d.  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  ibis  Day  received  the  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Mioister 
of  FraQce,  which  we  tbitik  proper  to  communicate  to  joor  Honocibla 
Hoose. 

I  am  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

jaoat  Immfole  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
XFifecfoc*, 
The  fii»orabl6,the  Speaker. 


Fbes.  Pxckin&ok  to  Minister  of  Fbanob,  1784. 

In  Council,  March  23d,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  Day  We  have  bad  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of 
yesterday,  which  we  shall  immediately  communicate  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

A  Law  of  this  State  passed  last  March,  ordered  notes  of  one 
Tear's  Interest  to  be  paid  on  Certifioates  of  monies  loaned  io  'the 
United  States  or  Debts  due  from  them,  where  such  Certificates  were 
issued  from  the  Loan  Office  of  this  State,  or  granted  for  Article 
fnmishnd  or  Services  performed  by  Citizens  of  this  State,  and  in  the 
name  and  for  the  use  of  persons,  who  at  the  time  of  issuing  were 
or  since  have  been  <jitisen8  of  this  State  and  are  aeiudly  resident 
within  the  same. 

I  am  with  Regard,  %r, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JDirecied^ 

The  Minuter  of  France. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Dblbqates  nr  Congress,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

Dr.  E wing,  £  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Lnkens  &  Thomas  Hutch- 
ins,  Esquires,  are  appointed  Commissioners  by  Council  for  asoer* 
tainiog  the  Boundary  Line  between  Virginia  and  this  State,  in 
pursuance  of  the  agreement  made  at  Baltimore  on  the  31st  of 
August,  1779.* 

♦  See  VoL  VIII.,  p.  862,  ftc.,--also,  VoL  UL 
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For  this  purpose;  two  of  the  Commissioners  of  eaeh  State,  propose 
to  meet  at  the  Eastern  Extremity  of  Mason  &  Dixon's  Line,  &  the 
rest  of  them  at  the  Western  Extremity  thereof,  the  Beginning  of 
nezt^June. 

As  it  ^s  designed  that  the  Meridian  Line  for  the  Western  Bound- 
ary of  this  State  should  also  be  run  if  it  can  be  safely  done,  We 
think  it  proper  that  Congress  should  be  informed  of  these^Intentions, 
which  we  desire  you  will  please  to  communicate. 


OOM.   OF  TaXBS  of  PHmAD'A^  TO  PbBS.    DICKINSON,  1784. 

^0  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President,  and  the 
Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Oovnoil  oif  the  ConmoDwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

In' compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Council,  we  have  examined  our 
Books  of  Assessment,  and  find  that  the  tax  arising  on   Billiard 
Tables,*  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  amounts  to  the 
3am  of  three  hundred  and  forty  five  Pounds. 
We  are  with  very  great  respect, 

your  most  obed*  &  very  hum'  servants, 

MICHAEL  SHUBART. 
JOHN  BROOKE. 
Philad-,  March  21th,  1784. 

IKrecUdf 

His  Excellency^  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President,  &o.|  &c. 


.  Report  to  General  Assembly,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

Thuraday,  March  25, 1784,  A.  H. 

The  committee  appointed  March  11,  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  respecting  the  proper  time  for  withdrawing  the 
troops  stationed  at  Wyoming,  made  report,  which  was  read  and  on 
motion  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 
adopted  as  follows,  (viz  ) 

The  committee  directed  to  confer  with  Council  respecting  the 
proper  time  for  removing  the  troops  from  Wyoming,  report : 

That  they  have  performed  that  service,  and  find  Council  un- 
animously of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  remove 
the  troops  before  the  first  day  of  December  next ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  opinion  of  that  honorable  body,  which  seems  to  be  founded 
upon  no  other  reasons  than  those  already  mentionodj  and  fully 
debated  by  this  House;  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution,  (viz:) 

*  See  page  222. 
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BetoWedy  that  tlie  Uank  in  the  resolotioD  of  the  eleventh  ineteiiy 
fespeoting  the  disoharge  of  the  troope  now  stationed  at  Wjoming, 
be  filled  up  with  the  first  day  of  Jnne  next. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLU8, 

AsB'  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


Pbrboks  who  Pubohasbi)  Protikcs  Island  ahd  Cmr 
Lots,  1784, 

List  of  persons  indebted  to  the  State  for  the  pnrohase  of  ProTinoe 
•   Island  aod^Gitj  Lots^ 

Days  of  payment.  Sams  Dae.      Prices. 

George  HeniT| 
John  Mitchell, 
*Robert  Cooks, 
^Ephriam  Blaine,* 
Riebard  Hampton, 
John  Mitchell, 
Blair  M'Clenachan, 
I>        . 
Philip  Moore, 
*WilUam  Sheaff, 
James  Longhead, 
Dunlap  &  Badden, 
Joseph  Dean, 
John  Taylor, 
Davis  &  Patton, 
^Samuel  M.  Brown 
George  Bickbam, 
John  Barker, 
Peter  Stretch, 
*Joha  Clendennin, 
Anthony  Cuthbert, 
Epbraim  Blaine, 
Thomas  Leiper, 
^William  Grinding, 
Jacob  Esler, 
D'  John  Morgan, 
*Stacey  Hepburn, 
George  Way, 
John  Danlap, 
Doniap  &  Budden, 

Those  marked,*  have  paid  no  part  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  above  ballances  are  set  down  in  round  numbers,  as  it  wou'd 


.  1781,  July  26,  .  . 

.  ^^459 

J^IUO   10 

.  1782,  Feb.  23,  .  . 

.   121 

173 

.  1781,  Sep.  5,   .  . 

.  1083 

1088 

.    .  D*  D%  .  . 

.   1083 

1083  . 

.  1788,  M«r«h6,  .  . 

110 

189 

:   .  1%  .    . 

127 

174 

.  D»,  .  .  . 

30 

119 

.    .  D-,  .  . 

27 

198 

.  April    .  4,  .  .  . 

252 

588  . 

.    .  18,  .  . 

1230 

1280 

.  25,  .  . 

10 

123  . 

M»y    .  8'S  .  . 

.   203 

268  . 

.   .  29,  .  . 

,   158 

217 

.   .  D-,  .  .  . 

77 

130  . 

.  Jane    .  17,  .  .  . 

164 

254 

1,     ...!>,... 

134 

134 

.    .  D',  .  . 

258 

845 

.  Jaly    .  81,  .  .  . 

243 

331 

.    .!>,.. 

74 

,   185 

April    .  18,  .  .  . 

88 

'^   88 

Oct.    .  11,  .  .  . 

249 

827 

.     .  D-; .  .  . 

87 

255 

.  1788,  May  30'S  .  .  . 

670 

1660 

J,     .    .  D%  .  .  . 

875 

875 

.  D',  .  .  . 

306 

350 

.  D%  .  .  . 

1506 

2155 

.    .  D',  .  .  . 

165 

165 

.  D',  .  .  . 

573 

665 

.    .  D%  .  .  . 

530 

2815   i 

.  1782,  June  17",   .  . 

485 

632 
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le  «8el688  to  oompnte  ike  IntoreBt  aMnrsMy  'till  it  is  kaelm  nAat 
^d  of  money  ihey  will  be  paid  in. 

Bnon  Bxoepted. 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSB. 

.  March  25tb,  1784. 

Indorted,  * 

The  Treaanrera  Report  of  Montea  thie  for  Oity  Lota. 
Read  in  Govnoii,  ^th  oi  Manii,  1784-Hmd  the  Sao''  direated  to 

reqaest  the  attendance  of  the  Att^  GFen'  to  oonfer  with  OoonciL 


Timothy  Matlace  to  Spbaker  of  thb  Gxnbkl  Absbkblt, 

1784. 

To  the  honorable  George  Gray,  Esq'^  Speaker  of  the  Oeneial 
Ajsaembly. 

March,  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4*^  of  laat 
month  from  Jamea  Wilson  and  William  Bradford,  Esq**,  to  yon  in 
which  they  say  tbat  *'the  Counsel  retained  to  conduct  the  cause 
'<  between  the  Commonwealth  &  Timothy  Matlack  Bsq',  amicably 
''entered  in  the  Supreme  Court  agreably  to  the  resolution  of  the 
''hon'ble  General  Assembly  of  PennsylTania  beg  leave  to  report, 
''that  they  find  it  impoesible  to  carry  the  said  resolution  into  effect 
"  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  Commonwealth/'  As  some  meaanre  of 
justice  is  due  to  me  ss  well  as  to  the  Commonwealth,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  deemed  criminal  on  my  part,  if  I  haye  been  so  attentire  to 
my  own  security  as  to  guard  against  those  measures  which  my  coun- 
sel, as  well  aa  myself,  considered  as  artfully  planned  to  Surprise  and 
ensnare  me. 

The  letter  of  the  counsel  for  the  State,  loads  me  with  *he  odium 
of  haying  prevented  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  house  from 
beinff  carried  into  effect,  by  evading  the  trial  which  I  myself  had 
Bought.  This  charge  is  not  founded  in  truth ;  on  the  other  hand,  I 
can  furnish  autbentiek  vouchers  for  the  truth  of  what  I  shall  now 
State  to  you,  and  thro  you  to  the  honorable  the  Oeneral  Assembly. 
This  cause  ought  to  have  been  tried  long  before  this  day ;  ft  I  solio- 
ited  very  earnestly  to  have  it  brought  to  trial  last  April  term  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  ft  again  at  September  term ;  vet  thro'  no  fttuh  of 
mine,  nor  from  want  of  diligence  in  my  counsel,  the  cause  waa  not 
entered  on  the  Docket,  until  I  was  obliged  to  take  a  rule  for  exam- 
ininff  Oen>  Lacey  in  New  Jersey  a  few  days  before  the  day  appoint^ 
ed  for  the  trial,  which  was  tbe  27*^  of  Jannary,  and  aldio  I  had 
taken  pains  with  the  assistance  of  my  couoseJi  to  have  the  jury 

See  Col.  Eec  ZIV.  p.  66. 
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jrtnwk  more  tkan  two  moDths  before  the  day  appointed  for  trial  ( 
yet  the  Venire  ficiaa  was  not  taken  oat  on  the  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  delivered  to  the  Sherifl^  mitil  about  .two  days  preeedinc 
that  appointed  for  the  trial.  No  deky  was  aflboted  on  my  part^  ana 
when  the  jnry  did  not  attend  upon  the  ^ort  notiee  giyen  to  them ; 
at  my  own  earnest  request  and  entreaty  another  day  was  appointed. 
That  day  arrived,  to  wit  the  8d  of  Feb'y }  a  jury  attended|  and  then 
arose  the  diffionlty  whioh  I  am  now  charged  with  ereating. 

Here  it  is  neoessary  to  look  back  to  the  begining  of  this  business; 
so  far  as  respects  the  ordering  of  the  matter  to  be  tried  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  myself.  When  the  OomptroUer  General  and 
myself  diflPered  in  opinion,  upon  certain  charges  I  made  of  monies 
on  Acoonnt  of  my  salary  and  fees  belonging  to  my  late  offioe,  I  pr<^ 
posed  to  him  that  the  question  arising  upon  those  charges  should 


wkieh  methods  I  stated  with  the  assistanoe  of  counsel,  as  being  coiv 
-sonant  to  the  practice  of  the  Oonrt  of  Chancery  in  England.  This 
£wt  you  will  find  supported  by  the  proposition  I  made  signed  with 
Biy  name.  The  report  made  by  the  Comptroller  General  on  mj 
aeeonnt,  the  Id**  of  March,  1788,  admitted  that  the  aooount  of 
monies  received  by  me  is  probably  right,  and  contains  no  other  ob*- 
jeetions  to  them,  than  certain  articles  of  oredit  therein  stated  which 
are  really  questions  of  hw.  H^  adds,  that  my  propositioa  to  detei^ 
mine  them  either  by  stating  the  questions  therein  mentioned  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges,  or  trying  the  cotUe$ted  poinU  by  a  jury  (which 
I  bad  pronosed  to  have  tried  on  a  fiigned  tinie  as  I  have  already 
mentioned)  appeared  to  be  very  reasonable,  &  prays  to  be  instructed 
by  the  Honorable  Council  or  Assembly,  what  may  to  their  prudeuqs 
&  Superior  Wisdom  appear  moat  eligible,  and  that,  if  necessary, 
counsel  might  be  employed.  On  the  21*'  day  of  March  last,  the 
President  in  Council,  by  a  Message  to  the  Honorable  the  Assembly 
signified,  that  the  Supreyie  Bzecutive  Council ''  presumed  the  ques- 
tions of  right  might  66  determined  in  the  manner  proposed  l^  the 
Secretary,  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  reasonable."  This  Mesa- 
age  on  the  same  day  was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

On  the  22*  day  c^  March  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  made 
and  adopted  <<  that  the  Secretary  had  charged  the  State  with  a  very 
considerable  sum  which  the  Comptroller  General  declares  to  be 
altogether  inadmissable  and  prayed  to  be  instructed  by  the  Honoris 
ble  the  Council  or  Assembly  &o,"  and  it  was  thereupon  resolved  bj 
4he  House  <<  That  the  Comptroller  General  of  this  State,  proceed  t^ 
the  trial  of  the  contested  points  in  the  accounts  of  Timothy  Matlack, 
Esq*,  in  Ae  Snpream  Court;  and  that  he^  authorised  to  employ 
Counsel  for  that  purpose.* 

The  objections  made  by  the  Comptroller  General  on  certain  points 
of  laW;  aa  to  my  salary  and  fees,  stated  by  him^  formed  theas  contee^ 
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fe^  pointBj  and  these  contested  points,  partionlarly  stated,  were  all 
which  were  directed  bj  the  House  to  be  tried  b^  a  Jury  in  the 
tSupream  Oonrt.  From  that  time  to  the  present  I  have  been  always , 
Iready  to  form  the  feigned  issne,  and  my  oamisel  inform  me  the? 
have  repeatedly  propomd  and  nrged  it,  at  every  oonrt  since  Msvok 
fast.  I  expected  that  these  contested  points  A  these  only  would  have 
been  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  jnry  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Judges  and  I  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  because  the  order  of  the 
House  was  confined  to  these.  Did  /prevent  this  and  thereby  render 
**  it  impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  into  effect  f " 
Far  from  it;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  Counsel  for  the  State 
declared,  that  the  house  had  ordered  what  could  not  be  done,  that  it 
was  an  absurdity  in  itself;  that  to  swear  a  jury  to  try  and  give  their 
verdict  on  a  point  of  law  was  a  thing  which  had  never  before  been 
heard  of.  Whether'  this  eircnmstance  be  the  one  which  makes  it 
^impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  into  effect  so  as  ta 
do  justice  to  the  Commonwealth"  I  cannot  determine ;  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  not  imputable  to  me ;  for  my  Counsel  remonstrated  that  the 
Attorney  (General  had  no  authority  to  proceed  against  me  but  con- 
formably  to  the  order  of  the  House ;  that  as  to  any  absurdity  in  the 
mode  prescribed,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  obey,  &  that 
the  thing  was  not  imputable  to  us,  because  I  had  offered  to  refer  the 
contested  points  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judges.  ^ 

Thus  hf  I  was  surely  not  to  blame ;  for  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
-Counsel  for  the  State,  it  was  absdrd  or  impossible  to  carry  the 
order  of  the  House  into  effect,  the  fault  lay  not  at  my  door — ^I  went 
further :  Wishing  to  remove  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  speedy 
decision  I  again  offered  to  state  the  contested  points  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Jndges,  who  were  best  qualified  to  decide  on  questions  of  law. 
This  was  refused.  I  urged  the  forming  a  feiffnod  issue  and  trying 
It  by  a  Jury  agreably  to  my  first  proposition,  which  had  been  declarea 
teasonable  by  the  Comptroller  General,  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  &  by  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Assembly ;  agreably  to 
the  established  mode  of  trying  contested  points  which  arise  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  &  agreably  to  our  own  practice  in  the  Csse  of 
issues  directed  from  the  fiegisters  Court  to  try  the  validity  of  wills. 
This  proposition,  if  accepted,  would  have  brought  the  "  contested 
points''  fairly  before  the  court  and  jury  for  trial,  without  a  possibil- 
ity of  Surpriie  or  the  least  undue  advantages  to  either  party.  It 
would  also  have  had  uninterrupted  usage  with  a  long  and  respectable 
train  of  precedents  to  authorise  it.  This  however  was  rejected,  and 
tejected  by  the  very  Gentlemen  who  have  since  told  the  House,  that 
they  find  it  impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  inte 


What  was  to  be  done  ?  The  Court  declared  that  an  lasue  mast 
be  formed  in  some  mode  before  the  Cause  could  be  tried.  Bat  the 
Counsel  for  the  State  would  agree  to  no  other  mode  of  doing  it  than 
that  of  filing  a  deda^on  against  me  for  money  had  and  reeeived 
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by  me  for  th^  nae  of  the  Stale.    To  thie  I  rabmitted  on  eondiiion 
that  the  oonteeted  points  to  be  tried  might  be  stated  m  writing. 

After  three  or  foor  attempts,  .in  which  the  Gonnsel  for  the  State 
receded  from  their  own  propositions  as  xiften  as  they  were  agreed  to 
on  my  part,  the  points  to  be  tried  were  agreed  to  &  signed  by  my 
coonseL     Bat  when  the  jury  was  ready  to  be  sworn,  it  appeared 
that  no  declaration  was  yet  filed,  &  when  I  was  perfectly  willing  k 
MB  I  thought  ready  for  the  trial  a  new  and  very  nnezpected  scene 
was  disclosed.     A  declaration  was  drawn  np  at  the  table,  in  which  I 
was  charged,  not  with  the  sum  specified  in  the  Comptoollers  report 
to  be  the  sum  received  by  me,  bat  with  having  received  ninety  seven 
thoosand  Pounds ;  a  sum  far  bejond  the  sum  stated  by  the  Comp- 
troller General  and  beyond  what  I  had  any  imagination  that  I  was 
ever  suspected  of  receiving.     A  new  account  was  also  exhibited  by 
the  Comptroller,  upon  very  different  principles  &  for  a  much  larger 
sum  than  that  contained  in  his  report.     One  of  the  Counsel  for  the 
Btate  also  mentipned,  that  they  had  additional  charges  to  make  even 
beyond  their  new  account ;  but  what  those  additional  charges  were 
he  refused  to  mention  &  I  do  not  yet  know.     These  matters  were 
uridely  different  from  those  which  the  house  had  ordered  to  be  tried 
&  which  I  came  prepared  to  defend  myself  against.     My  accusation 
was  in  part  new,  &  part  of  it  yet  concealed,  ready  to  be  brought 
forward  at  the  very  instant  of  trial,  when  material  witnesses  might 
be  absent,  records  uosearched,  papers  and  authentic  documents  out 
of  my  hands  and  not  attainable,  and  my  counsel  totally  uninstructed 
as  to  all  the  new  matter.     Against  attacks  of  this  nature  innocence 
is  not  a  sure  protection;  because  time  and  preparation  are  often 
necessary  to  make  innocence  appear,  especially  where  long  accounts 
&  complicated  facts  are  in  question.    I  refused  to  be  thus  entrapped ; 
■bat  lest  the  cause  should  not  go  on,  I  made  another  proposition; 
that  the  counsel  employed  against  me  should  proceed  in  the  very 
mode  that  they  wished  to  do,  if  they  would  confine  themselves  to 
the  account  stated  by  the  comptroller  general  in  his  report,  which 
was  the  subject  matter  of  the  trial  directed  by  the  house  of  assembly. 
This  propoution  was  also  rejected.    The  court  interposed  &  deured 
the  counsel  on  both  sides  to  converse  together^  &  endeavor  to  fall 
npoQ  some  method  of  terminating  the  dispute.    This  was  at  length 
agreed  to,  'tho  with  reluctance  by  the  counsel  for  the  State,  and 
when  the  counsel  on  both  ndes  withdrew  together,  I  hoped  that 
Bome  mode  for  bringing  the  matter  in  controversy  to  a  fiiir  trial  might 
have  been  fallen  upon ;  but  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  State  began  the 
conference  by  declaring  that  it  was  his  fixed  determination  not  to 
recede  in  the  smallest  decree  from  what  they  had  before^  nrged. 
This  very  singular  mode  of  accommodating  the  dispute  which  was 
entirely  different  from  what  was  recommended  by  the  court,  broke  off 
the  treaty,  &  it  is  evident,  that  it  would  have  been  vain  &  ridiculous 
in  OS  to  make  any  propositions,  when  we  were  assured  that  none  of 
any  kind^  however  reasonable^  would  be  accepted. 
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The  ooMeqnenise  was  Uiat  tlie  eoort  dismiAed  th«  juiy  from 
fartlwr  ttteodanee  &  the  resolation  of  the  houM  was  not  carried  iste 
effeet.  Whether  this  was  oeeattODed  by  me,  or  by  those  who  ohArge 
me  with  it,  the  honorable  faoase  will  be  at  no  loes  to  delermilie. 

I  do  hereby  renew  all  the  propositions  which  I  haye  made  and 
which  are  contained  in  this  letter.  It  is  beneath  the  dignity  of 
gOTernment  to  wish  to  ensnare  an  innocent  man,  &  I  cannot  persuade 
myself  that  the  legislature  really  denre  it.  The  questions  to  be  tried 
are  fairly  stated  in  the  Oomptroller  Oenerals  report  I  am  willing 
to  submit  those  questions  to  a  oourt  or  a  jury.  1  have  no  objections 
to  the  jury  who  were  struck  in  the  cause  or  to  any  other  good  men. 
As  my  ease  may  possibly  form  a  leading  preceddnt  in  oases  of  the 
like  nature,  I  would  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  4>f  the  honorable  house, 
whether  a  ifeigned  issue,  in  whieh  all  the  points  in  contest  are  fairly 
stated  in  case  of  trial  by  jury  Ik  in  which  we  are  warranted  by  the 
•sample  &  practice  uf  ages  be  not  the  most  eligible  mode. 
I  km  with  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MATLACK. 


Instructions  to  Comm'rs  fob  running  Boundary  Line, 

1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1784. 
Qentlemen, 

With  this  letter  you  will  reeeive  a  Certificate  of  the  act  of  Conn- 
cil  respecting  your  appointment  duly  authenticated. 

We  confided  your  abilities  and  attention,  that  the  yery  important 
bnsineflB  committed  to  your  charge  will  be  performed  in  the  best 
manner. 

Your  first  employment  after  the  necessary  astronomical  observa- 
tions, we  presume  will  be  the  Extension  of  Mason's  and  Dixon'a 
line,  dne  West  five  degrees  of  Longitude.  This  extended  Hne  we 
desire  to  have  marked  by  Stones  properly  prepared  and  fixed  in  the 
ground,  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  one  another,  every  stone 
to  be  inscribed  with  its  distance  from  the  River  Delaware.  The 
South .  West  Comer  of  the  State  should  be  marked  with  a  large 
StMM,  well  fixed  and  by  a  considerable  heap  of  smaller  stones  aromd 
it.  The  besrings  &  distance  of  near  k  remarkable  objects  aronnd  ft 
should  be  taken  &  be  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  proceedings.  The 
line  from  thence  to  the  Northern  Limit  of  the  State  should  be 
marked  as  the  Sonthem  boundary  is  to  be,  computing  the  distance 
to  be  inscribed  upon  each  Stone  therein  from  the  South  Wert 
Comer. 
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We  bope  that  fineh  a  peace  will  be  be  astaUiebed  irkb  ibeloAiiM 
before  yoa  arriTe  at  the  Ohio  in  ruDniog  the  Western  bomidnyi 
ibat  jea  may  safely  proeeei  in  tbat  Work  to  itenortbera  fixtteaarUy. 
In  tbarCase,  we  widi  yofo  to  MoertaiD  tbe  North  Western  Oovmt 
ni  tbierState  by  astrononloal  obeermtiDna  in  the  Latitnde  of  fevtj 
three  degrees,  and  to  mark  tbat  as  tbe  8ooth  West  Comer  is  to  bo. 

We  have  given  Notice  to  Congress  of  yonr  appoiatment  as  Com- 
missioners to  make  these  surveys;  and  if  any  should  be  appointed 
on  their  part,  you  will  be  plea&ed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  them. 

As  you  Gentlemen  in  the  Execution  of  this  Commission,  will 
travel  over  many  parts  of  the  Country,  We  cannot  but  ardently 
wish  that  yon  may  embrace  the  opportunity  of  making  evelry  obsel- 
vatioQ  and  obtaining  all  possible  information  eoneerning  the  situa- 
tion and  courses  of  Rivers,  Streams,  Hills  and  MobntaiDS,  that  may 
be  of  the  least  use  in  assistiifg  the  public  Councils,  on  the  very 
interesting  subjects  of  forming  the  most  advantageous  commu- 
nicatioba  hy  madB  and  oaoals  belweeti.  tka  diffuMOit  pafti  of  tbe 
State. 

Wo  have  appointed  Colonel  Andrew  Fistter  to  attend  you  as  Com- 
missary under  your  direction.  He  is  to  purchase  before  you  set.oit 
the  articles  of  whioh  a  list  is  enclosed,  except  such  as  eao  be  obtained 
fnm  thd  pabKe  stores,  proosre  provisions  at  the  plac^  of  opeviitiovy 
hire  necessary  Labourers,  and  to  render  a  just  aini  true  aoooont  of 
the  Monies  expended. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 
your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON,* 

Doctor  John  Ewing,  David  Rittenhouno,  John  Lnkeni,  and  Thomas 
Hutcbins,  Esq.,  Commissioners  for  running  the  Boundary  Line 
between  this  State  and  Virginia. 


SscfT  OF  Congress  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Annapolis,  29th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  tbe  withfn  act  of  the  United  States  in  CongreA 
assembled,  I  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  Excellency  on  th^ 
26th,  January  la8t,f  in  the  terms  prescribed,  a  notification  of  tbe 
application  made  in  Congress  for  the  institation  of  a  Court  to  de- 
termine the  private  right  of  soil  between  tbe  Individuals  claiming 
mider  different  States  in  that  tract  of  Country  which  by  a  late  Fede- 
ral Court  has  been  adjudged  to  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  assignment 
q£  a  day  for  the  parties  to  appear  before  Congress  or  a  Committee 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee,  XIY.  pp.  69,  74,  288,  518.  f  ^^  WS^  ^^ 
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UA%  Steiea^  for  inalitatiiig  mxch  Court  agree&blj  to  the  arliolM  of 
OonfedeniiioD. 

A«  I  have  not  been  fafonr^d  with  an  answer,  and  it  may  beooaio 
nesflssarjr  to  show  that  the  notifieation  has  been  duly  reoeived,  I 
vinst  request  yonr  Ezoelleney  to  take  the  trouble  of  aoknowledgiag 
the  reeeipt  of  this  or  of  my  former  Letter. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respeet  your  Bzoellenqy, 
most  obet.  &  moat  hum.  Servant^ 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
JHreetedy 
His  Ezcellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylrania. 


Pb«8«  Diokdibok  to  Ool.  Jambs  Moorb,  1784. 

In  Coonoii,  Philada.,  Maroh  80th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  veeeived  your  Letter,  and  the  iuolosed  deposition  both 
whieh  we  laicl  before  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  and  now  send  a  kte 
xesoltttion  of  that  Honorable  Body. 

With  great  Esteem  and  Consideration 

I  am;  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Serrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 
Colo.  Moore,  at  Wyoming. 

Council  to  John  Wbitzbl,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Maroh  SOth,  1784. 
Sir,  * 

I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the 
Besolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  25th  instant  for  dis- 
charging the  Garrison  of  Wyoming  on  the  first  June  next — and 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  Council  you  should  not  furnish  provisions  to 
the  Troops  stationed  at  that  place  after  that  day. 
I  am,  Sir  with  much  respect, 

your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  T.,  for  J.  A.,  jr ,  Seo'y. 
Directed, 
John  Weitzle,  Esqr. 
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C0MMI8810NSRB  ON  Boundary  Linb  to  P&bb.  DiOKfersoN, 

1784. 

Sir, 

We  bave  oonBidered  the  proposals  made  to  us,  bj  the  EzeeatiTe 
CSooDoil,  and  are  QDaoimously  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  inoonsistettt 
with  the  Business  for  us  to  have  anything  to  do  with  providing- 
Neeessaries  for  ourselvesy  or  with  being  dependent  on  the  Humour 
of  a  Commissary  so  that  unless  it  be  part  of  his  Duty  to  provide  for. 
ua,  we  oannot  undertake  the  Work.  And  when  we  reflect  tipon  the 
aoenraoy  neoeswry  for  the  aooomplishmeot  of  the  Work;  the 
ooBstant  attention  to  the  observations  both  Night  and  Dsy,  the 
firequent  interrupUons  of  our  natural  Best,  the  daily  Fatigue  w* 
must  undergo,  the  Banger  of  losing  our  Health  and  above  all  the 
Regard  vre  ought  to  have  to  our  Gharaoters  with  all  the  Oentlemeu 
of  Astronomiml  Knowledge  in  Europe,  whose  Eyes  will  be  turned 
upon  us,  and  who  will  expect  from  us  all  that  Precision,  that  can  be 
derived  from  the  greatest  astronomical  Discoveries  that  have  yet 
been  made;  We  expect  that  the  supreme  Executive  Council  will 
eoable  us  to  meet  the  Commissionezs  from  Yir^nia  upon  eaual 
Terms :  which,  we  have  good  Reason  to  believe,  is  for  six  Dollars 
per  Day,  and  all  their  Expenoes  paid  by  the  State. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servants, 
JOHN  EWING, 
DAV.  RITTENHOUSB. 
JNO.  LUKBNS, 
THO.  HDTCHIN8* 
Philadelphia,         1 
30th  March,  1784.   J 
Directed f 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  State. 


Rbsolution  of  Assbmblt,'^784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday,  AprU  1, 1784,  P.  M. 
A  member  presented  to  the  chair  a  motion  which  was  read,  and* 
on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  adopted  as  follows,  (via :) 

Whereas,  the  Barracks,  public  store  House  and  Powder  Magasine 
in  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  are  now  vacant,  and  for  want  (tf  a 
proper  person  to  take  care  of  them,  are  subject  to  destruction  and 
spoil;  therefore, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  60. 
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Besolyed,  That  the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  be  and  they  ni% 
thereby  attthorieed  to  appoiDt  a  proper  persoB,  reeicfog  in  the 
aaid  borough  of  Lancaster,  to  take  charge  of  the  said  Barracks,  pub- 
lie  store  house  and  powder  magaainey  who  shall  be  Tested  with 
power  to  rent  the  same  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  apply  fbr 
tktm  or  ^ther  of  them,  for  the  highest  rent  he  may  be  of&red  for 
tiien  or  have  in  his  power  to  obtain,  out  of  which  reat  the  peiwm 
80  appointed  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  six  pounds  per  attnom  fi>r  his 
trouble,  shall  keep  the  said  Barracks  and  store  house  in  »och  repair 
88  they  now  are,  for  which  repairs  he  shall  be  allowed  est  of  the 
remaiBder  of  the  rent  arising  out  of  the  bsildings  aforesaid ;  and 
that  Ife  render  on  aoconnt  of  has  traasaetions  in  i£i  premises  to  the 
ProthoDotary  of  the  ooimty,  who,  after  havkig  «{^ro?ed  th«reof| 
shall  transmit  the  same  into  the  Comptroller  Genml's  offlee,  and 
pay  such  balance  as  may  remain  after  making  the  deduction  of  th* 
auaa  above  mentioned,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Pbbb.  of  GoMaBsss  to  Pbbs.  DiOEiKSOKy  1784. 

(Circular.) 
Sir, 

The  autnect  of  this  address  claims  the  attention  of  your  Ezoel- 
lency,  on  the  principle  of  the  most  ujgent  necessity. 

The  state  of  our  finances  is  such  as  to  require  the  united  efforts 
of  Congress  and  of  the  several  States,  for  obtaining  immediately  a 
supply  of  money  to  prevent  the  loss  of  public  credit. 

When  the  army  was  furloughed,  they  had  the  promise  of  three 
months  pay;  and  as  there  was  not  money  in  the  Treasury,  the 
Superintendunt  of  finance  was  under  the  necessity  of  issuing  hia 
notes  to  discharge  th^and  other  deBMuds.  The  notes  beooming  due, 
part  of  them  were  lUleemed  with  money  supplied  by  the  several 
States;  but  this  being  inadequate,  the  Financier  drew  biila  on 
Holland  for  the  deficiency.  A  considerable  proportion  of  these 
drafts  have  been  paid  by  loans  obtained  there  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States ;  But  the  letters  from  our  Bankers  to  the  Superin*  of 
finanoe,  inform  that  they  had  been  under  the  necessity  for  the  want 
of  funds,  to  suffer  so  many  of  his  IKlls  to  be  protested  for  non- 
acceptance,  as  with  the  damages  on  protest  in  case  of  non-paymeniy 
will  amount  to  the  sum  of  636,000  dollars. 

We  expect  the  return  of  these  bills,  under  a  protest  for  non-paj- 
ment;  and  should  there  not  be  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  discharge  them,  your  Excellency  may  easily  conceive  the 
deplorable  consequeneea. 
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IjDder  such  circamstanoesy  Gongrew  fhink  it  their  da^  to  < 
munioftte  the  matter  ooofideaiially  to  the  Supceme  EzeeatiTeof  each 
State ;  and  to  request  id  the  most  preBsiog  terms  their  influeiice  and 
exertion  to  forxiish  with  all  possible  dispatch  on  requisitions  unsatis- 
fied, their  respective  quotas  of  the  sum  mentioned|  according  to  the 
apportionment  herewith  transmitted. 

I  shall  only  add,  Sir,  that  Congress  rely  on  your  wisdom  for  ao- 
complishing  their  views  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  that 
the  estimates  and  requisitions  for  the  year  will  be  soon  transmitted 
to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  with  the  greatest 

Bespect  &  Esteem, 

your  ExoeUenc^'fi  i)bedient  &  humble  serv*, 
TBOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Annapolis,  Ist  April,  1784. 
DiTteUdj 

Public  Service. 

His  EziceUeiioy,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 


SlETUBK    OF   OfFICBRS  OF   FoiTRTH  BATTALION    OF   MiLITIA 

OF  Philad'a  County,  1784. 


A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  the  Militia  of 
Phihida.  County,  commanded  by  Col  Peter  Richards. 

Michael  Gaogler,  Capt'n,  ^ 

Philip  Boyer,  Lieut.,  v  First  Company. 

Peter  Yost,  Ensign.  j 

Benjamin  Marokley  Capt'n,  1 

John  Smith,  Lieut.,  >  Second  Conj^any, 

Barnard  Freyer,  Ensign.  ) 

Matthew  Brooke,  Capt'n,  \ 

Jeremiah  Wiser,  Lieut.,  \  lliird  Company. 

l^enry  Barnhart,  Ensign,  j 

John  Brooke,  Capt'n,  '\    - 

John  Bets,  Lieut.,  V  Fourth  Company. 

Israel  Ortleip,  Ensign.  j 

Jacob  Witz,  Capt'n,  \ 

KathaiiieKChild,  Lieut.,  >  Fifth  Company. 

James  Jack,  Ensign.  } 

Joseph  Sigfreed,  Capt'n,     ^ 

Adam  HilTegas,  Lieut.,        >-  Sixth  Company. 

Peter  Lower,  jun',  Ensign.  } 

John  Shuler,  Capt'n,  *) 

H^nry  Schneider,  Lieut,     >  Seventh  Company. 

Heury  Smith,  Ensign.         J 
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JokA  Dangler,  Oapf  n^         ) 

George  Dongler,  Lient^       >  Eighth  Conpaay.  ^         •  ^^ 

Oeorge  Oilbert,  Enaigou      j 

I  do  Hereby  Certify  that  the  above  Return  is  a  True  Coppy  o 
the  Return  maid  by  Gol.  Peter  Richards. 

W-  COATS,  Lieu*  C.  P. 

Philad*  County,  April  2ttd^  1784. 

Dxrectedy 

John  Armstrong,  Esq*",  Secretary  to  the  Suprcame  Executive 
Gounoill  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Comm'bs  on  Boundary  Link  to  OouKon.,  1784. 

QentlemeUy 

The  Time  of  our  Departure  from  Philadelphia  drawing  near,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Commissary  should  be  employed  in  looking  out 
for  the  articles  that  may  be  wanted.  As  the  Council  have  signified 
to  us  that  they  would  be  glad  to  know  who  would  be  agreeable  to 
us  in  this  Expedition,  we  would  inform  them  that  it  appears  probable 
io  us,  that  Coll.  Porter,  from  his  long  Experience  in  the  army,  and 
bis  knowledge  of  the  most  CBecmomioal  and  ready  Way  of  supplying 
a  number  of  Men  with  Necessaries  would  answer  the  Ezpectatioas 
of  the  Council  and  of  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  any  Person  they 
can  think  of  at  present.  He  has  informed  us  that  if  the  Council 
will  appoint  him,  he  will  go  with  us,  and  he  is  acquainted  with  the 
Terms  which  you  have  proposed. 

With  Respect  to  the  Provision  to  be  made  for  the  Commissioners, 
we  have  expressed  our  Sentiments  fully  in  our  last  Letter  to  Coun- 
cil, and  we  have  agreed  to  undertake  the  Business,  and  hope  to 
accomplish  the  Work  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  satisftMStion  to  the 
State  and  answer  the  Expectations  of  Oentlemen  of  science  in  Europe, 
if  the  Council  do  not  wish  to  have  Men  of  greater  abilities  employed*, 
in  which  Case  we  will  cheerfully  resign  the  Business  into  the  Hands 
of  any  others  that  may  appear  to  the  honorable  Council  to  be  better 
qualified  for  the  Work,  or  more  eligible  on  the  whole* 

An  anxious  Desire  to  gratify  the  astronomical  World  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  Problem  which  has  never  yet  been  attempted  in  any 
Country,  by  a  Precision  and  Accuracy  that  would  do  no  Dishonour 
to  our  Characters,  while  it  prevents  the  State  of  Peonsylvania  from 
the  Chance  of  Losing  many  hundred  Thousands  of  Acres,  secured  to 
it  by  our  agreement  at  Baltimore,  has  induced  tis  to  sufiTer  oar 
Names  to  be  mentioned  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  Work.  We 
assure  you  that  the  lucrative  motives  that  might  have  Influence  with 
us,  in  other  Circumstances,  have  not  suflicient  Weight  to  encage  us 
in  so  difficult  a  Work^  that  will  separate  us  from  our  Famuies  for 
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bilf  ft  jmtf  tad  ssljeet  motft  of  us  to  FftiifaM  to  wbtoh  w^  htm  not 
been  aooostomed.  And  we  oumot  nenvrtde  oiUrs^Ites  tbtt  th^  SUito 
of  Pennsylyanift  will  ftTul  itself  of  tliis  Desire^  to  salijeet  n^to  the 
nortifjpng  Oiieamstanee  of  meeting  with  theOommiasionen  fkom 
Yirglaift  upon  toy  unequal  Terms.  However,  we  anbmit  the  wh<^ 
affior  to  the  oonnderation  of  the  hononrable  Coundl;  and  if  upon  mir 
BaCiani  fnm  the  work  it  ehoold  be  found  that  the  GommiMlonera 
from  Ylrghiia  have  been  employed  on  the  same  Terms,  we  ahall 
pecfeetty  ao^eeee;  as  we  look  for  no  more  than  an  BquaSty  irMi 
them.* 

Wo  aroi  Gentlemen, 

with  great  respeoti 

your  most  obed't  h'ble  aerraati^ 

JOHN  BWING.    . 
DA.V.  RITTENHOtJSK  . 
THO.  HUTCHIN8. 

Phikdelphia,  April  7th,  1784. 

From  the  Commissioners  for  running  the  Boundary  line  bitwiem 
thb  State  and  Virginia.  .Bead  in  Oonneil  April  7th,  1784,  and  Gd« 
Aadiev  Pertw  a{q^  Oommissaiy. 

JDirectedf 

The  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Ezeouti?e  Ooumnl  of  PennqFl^aniat* 


Mathias  Slough  to  Coukoil,  1784, 

Lan6as£dr,  8th  April,  1784. 
Sir, 

You  have  no  doubt  been  infcnned  by  the  Clerk  of  Aawmbly  of 
their  Resolution  respeoting  the  Barracks  and  Publio  store  houses  in 
this  Borough,  and  that  No  tiiie  may  be  lost  in  the  appouitident  of 
a  person  to  take  Care  of  them,  I  Imediately  on  my  arriTal  at  home^ 
-made  enquiry  for  a  Proper  person  who  would  take  vpon  him  that 
charge  for  the  Sum  mentioned  in  the  resolution ;  For  tiib  jmnpose 
I  sent  for  the  late  assistant  Barrack  master,. whose  Name  ur  John 
Schreiber,  and  who  agrees  to  take  it  upon  him  at  the  Sum  and  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  Eesolutiob  of  Assembly.  If  therefor^  Coun- 
cil will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  I  doubt  not  but  he  wiU  answer 

*  See  Col.  Roc  ;  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  60. 
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thra  p orpcee.    The  sooner  it  is  done,  tlie  beMW;  aa  &er#  m  No  poiMBi  * 
now  to  take  any  care  of  those  Buildings. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 

joojr  most  obedient  servant, 

MATHIA8  SWUGH  * 
Indonedj 

From  Matthias  Slongh,  reo'd  14th  A|^l|  1784.  ReeoniQiendatien 
of  John  Screiber  as  Keeper  of  the  Barracks,  &e.|  at  Lanoatfter. 

Read,  in  Council,  April  23d;  1784,  and  John  ^reiber  app'^  ap- 
pointment forwarded. 
Directed^ 

Honourable  James  Ewing,  Esqoire^Yice  President  8.  K  Council| 
Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  bj  QoV  Jao.  Gibson.    . 

Sect*  AaMSTEONa  to  Commissioners,  of  Taxes,  1784. 

(Circular.) 

14th,  April,  1784. 
Ckntlemen, 

Some  late  accounts  from  Congress  make  it  the  duty  of  Council  to 
call  upon  you  again  to  exert  yourselyes  in  the  discharge  of  your 
oomnion  Trust 

It  is  impotoible  however  tbat  you  can  stand  in  need  of  any  farther 
information  upon  that  subject  or  that  £  can  suggest  any  Ufew  iBodv^- 
to  interest  you  in  it.  ^^      >         ^ 

The  former  letters  will  sufficiently  show  you  the  wants  of  Oovem- 
m«nt  &  the  disposition  of  Council. 

I  am  Gen.  &c., 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG- 


Apportionment  of  the  636,000  Dollars,  1784. 
The  apportionment  of  the  636,000  Dollars  is  as  follows  : 


New  Hampshire, 
lUlaSsachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Oonnectieut, 
NeKT  York, 
New  Jersey, 
BBnnsylYania, 
Selawars, 
Maryland, 
Yirginia, 
North  Carolina^ 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


22,348 

95,157 

13,703 

56,007 

54,875 

35,344 

87,000 

9,516 

60,003 

108,750 

46,218 

40,782 

6,797 

686,000  Dollars. 


«  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  72,  76. 
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Bbsolution  of  CosraRBflB,  1784. 

April  19, 1784. 

On  the  report  of  a^'OoamUee  oonttsting  of  Hr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sher* 
man  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  wbon  wai  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gerrj. 

BieaoWed,  That  the  legislatures  of  the  seyeral  states  be  informed 
that  whilst  they  are  respectively  represented  in  Congress  by  tiro 
delegates  only,  saoh  an  unanimity  for  conducting  the  most  import 
tant  public  opncems  b  necessary  as  can  be  ntiely  ezpeeted. .  That  if 
each  of  the  thirteen  states  should  be  represented  by  two  i^enrfMrs^'' 
five  out  of  twenty-six,  being  only  a  fifth  of  the  whole,  may  negative 
any  measures  requiring  the  voice  of  nine  states.  That  of  eleven 
states  now.  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  nine  being  represewted  by 
only  two  members  from  each,  it  in  in  the  power  of  three  out  of  twenty- 
five,  making  only  one  eighth  of  the  whole  to  negative  such  a  measure 
notwithstanding  that  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  dissent  of  , 
five  out  of  thirteen  being  more  than  one-third  of  the  number,  ^ 
neoesaary  for  such  a  negiUive.  That  in  a  representation  of  three  . 
members  from,  each  state,  not  less  than  ten  of  thirty-nine  could  so 
negative  a  matter  requiring  the  voice  of  nine  states.  That  from 
facts  under  the  observation  of  Congress,  they  are  clearly  convinced 
that  a  representation  of  two  members  from  the  several  states,  is 
extremely,  injurious  bj^^roducing  delays,  and  for  this  l^ason  is  like- 
wise much  more  expensive  than  a  general  representation  of  three  V 
members  from  each  state.  That  therefore'  Oobgress  conceive  it  to 
be  indispensibly  necessary  and  earnestly  recommend  that  each  state, 
at  all  times  when  Congress  are 'fitting,  be  hereafter  represented  by 
three  members  at  least ;  as  the  nnist  tnjfurious  oonseqaenoBS  inay  tie 
expected  from  the  want  of  such  representation. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy.      , 


MiOHABL  HlLLBC^AS  TO  PkBS.  DlOKllffSON,   1784. 

May  it  please  ymtr  Excellency, 

I  was  ju^t  now  honored  with  your  favour  of  this  day^  ac(|hainting,  ^ 
me  with  the  Confidence  ]|^ou  and  The  Honorable  Executive  Council 
were  pleased  to  place  in  me,  and  re<][ae8ting  I  would  act  as  a  Com- 
missioner for  dividing:  and  making  Sale  of  the  Ground  on  which  the 
Barracks  Stand. 

You  may  rest  assured  That  I  have  a  jast  sence  of  the  favorable 
opinion  you  and  they  have  testified  by  this  appointment,  and  to 
assure  Gouaeil  of  my  Chearfal  Acceptance  of  the  same,  as  well  es 
the  satisfaction  it  is  of  having  Tench  Francis,  Esquire,  joined 
with  me  in  the  busineasj  And  that  whenever  Council  will  please  to 


9t0  PBQlSniVANIA  ABCOtlVJSB  1784. 

gira  i»  inieh  materials  aa  they  may  be  tooaseseed -of^  with  anoh  ordera 
or  Inatroctione,  aa  they  mmy  inefine;  they  will  be  readily  and  to  the 
best  of  our  abilitiea  attended  to  by 

Tonr  and  thdr 

iboatobediaDtaBd 

moat  hnibla  Servant. 

ML.  HILLBOAB.* 
April  19ih  1784. 

Hia  Ezoellfliiey,  John  Diekinaon,  Bsqtiire;  Presideiit  of  the  State 
of  Pen^iaada. 


TnoH  Fbakgis  to  Prbs.  Dickinsov,  1784. 

Phaad%  April  the  20%  1784* 
Bin 

I  win  most  ohearfully  united  with  my  Friend  Mr.  HiUegaa»  wi- 
dertake  the  Execution  of  the  Business  you  proposoi  oomnit  to  aw 
Clure  and  With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  am  ¥'  Meat 
Ob.  humble  at, 

TBNCH  PBANCTS. 
Dirteied, 
Hia  fizoaUeneji  John  Diekinaon,  Esqf. 


OonoxL  TO  F.  PfiiLBy  Natal  OniosRy  1784. 

PhOadelphia,  April  21%  1784. 
Sir, 

Coandl  wish  to  know  what  sun  haabeen  expended  in  poxmmnee 
of  the  reaolutions  of  the  Gen*  Ass'  appropriating  the  2i  per  Oent 
for^the  im^vement  of  the  Navigation  of  the  Biw  Mlaware; 
and  for  raising  two  Companies  of  Infantry  to  be  stationed  at  Wiom- 
ing;  and  I  have  their  direotions  to  recfueafe  your  sttendanee  in  the 
CounoU  (Jhamber  to-morrow  at  11  o' Clock,  to  give  them  anob  is- 
fdrmation  as  you  oan  on  the  subjeot 

I  am  Sir^  Your  obedient  and 

very  humble  aervaai^ 

JAMES  TBIMBLB, 
for  John  Armstrongi 
Ids'  ftatfty 
P«  Phile,  Es(i',  Naral  Offieer. 

,     *  SaeOpL  Beo.,  Vel.  XVL,  p.  70. 


Vns.  Pf cmvsoK  to  Gommibbiovbu  me  uim  w 
Babra€K8^  1784. 

In  OoQiicil,  April  fV,  17M. 

In  ponnanoe  of  the  Act  of  Ajiemblj  puied  ibe  fint  Instvit  * 
evpowering  ns  to  sell  the  Bamcbs,  i^.j  we  lave  appointed  jou  to  ^ 
fjOtn  miBsioneiv. 

It  IB  onr  Deeirei  tbat  yon  will  be  pleased  immediatelj  to  prooeed 
tn  *^  apportioning  &  laying  off  the  groondi  into  aa  many  Lots  m 
may  to  neeessair,  with  snob  ft  ao  many  atreeta,  ft  Lanee,  that  the 
Intereat  of  the  State  ft  the  oonvenienoe  of  the  adjoining  Inhabi* 
taots,  may  therebT  be  beat  promoted/'  ft  having  an  aconrate  plan  of 
the  gronnd  with  theae  Diviaions,  report  the  aame  for  farther  Inatroe* 
tiona  in  the  Boaineaa. 

I  am,  Qent,  fto.| 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Indonedf 

1784,  April  28^.    To  Teseh  Fm&eis  and  Miek'  HiHegu^ 
Eeqnirea. 


pATU)  RimNHOTTSS  TO  PrS8.  DICKINSON,  1T84. 

PUbidelpliia,  April  1t7%  1784. 

The  present  exhanated  State  of  the  Treaanry  and  the  prising 
oeeaaiona  for  money  make  it  neceaaary  for  me  to  represent  to  the 
Hon^^  Conncil  in  the  moat  eameat  manner,  the  expediency  of  call- 
ing on  die  aeveral  reyenne  officera  and  nrging  payment ;  partioalarly 
Hm  kle  and  preaent  Aoetioneera,  the  Naval  Omoer  and  the  Oollee- 
tor  of  laqpoats,  tojMtber  with  Mieh  other  persona  as  the  Oonnoi!  or^ 
the  OemptroUer  Oen*  may  think  likely  to  dR>rd  a  Supply.  How 
Hide  antbority  the  Treaaorer  baa  in  theae  matters,  Is  well  known. 
I  am  beaidea  mnoh  ennged  in  preparing  lastmments  for  oar  western 
Expedition*  Agreeably  to  Instmctions  of  the  Hon^*  Conncil,  I 
have  by  adTertisnrant  in  aevend  Newspapers,  called  on  the  parohaaera 
of  City  Lota  to  make  payment  I  have  not  Indeed  nnUii^ed  a  Liat 
of  namea,  aa  I  waa  convinced  the  threat  of  so  doing  won^d  have 
more  effect  than  the  thing  itself  when  done.  I  have  likewise  ealled 
peraonally  on  many  of  them  ;  and  now  beg  leave  to  inform  Obnncil 
4Mf  the  little  aneoeaa  I  have  had.  Co>  Hampton  baa  nearly  paid  off 
hia  Ballanoe }  Jamea  Longhead  has  fully  paid ;  Joseph  Bmuh  baa 

*  Bee  page  280. 
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8inoe  paid  £73  1~^  Davis  &  Patton  have  promised,  but  nothing  more ; 
Oeoi^B  Biokfaam  p*  je65  15;  Peter  Stretch,  £87  10;  AntrCath- 
bert,  £207  5;  Tbo*  Leiper,  £73  15;  ]>JIorgan,  £t48  4;  John 
Donlapt  £309.  What  is  farther  to  be  done  in  order  to  compel  pty- 
moBl  b6f<ive  (he  fir^  of  Jane,  (when  all  the  holders  of  the  BiUs 
will  ezp^t  to  have  them  exchanged^)  I  humbly  submit  to  the  wii- 
.  dom  of  Council.  .       • 

Permit  me^  Sir,  likewise  to  inform  Council  that  there  seems  Jto  be 
almost  a  total  stop  to  the  Collecting  of  Taxes.  In  July  next  the 
Interest  notes  are  to  be  paid  by  Act  of  Assembly,  at  which  time  the 
Act  Supposes  the  Tax  for  1783,  will  be  broaght  in ;  of  thb  Tax  then 
!s  however,  no  more  than  29^474  Dollars  paid  into  the  Treasury,  one- 
'half  of  which  only  goes  to  redeem  the  Notes,  will  it  not  be  neces- 
sary for  Council  to  urge  the  Several  County  Cnmmis^  to  do  their 
Duty.  - 

With  due  respect, 

Your  Elxcellei^ys  most 
"    obed*  Humble  servant, 

DAV.  BITTENHOUSE,  Treaa. 
DireeUdj 
.   To  His  Sseellancyi  lihe  Prcsidenti  in  Council. 


Bbsoltjtion  .0?  Coi^QBBSS,  1784. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  AprS  27|  1784. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Ommittee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress,  the 
arrears  of  interest  on  the  national  debt,  together  with  the  expeneos 
,    for  the  year  1784,  from  the  first  to  the  hut  day  thereof  indauve, 
and  a  requisition  of  monev  on  the  states  for  discharging  the 
samOi  which  being  amended  to  read  as  foUows^- 
jReaolvedf 

That  there  will  be  •wanting  for  arrears  of  interest  on  the  saAional 
debt,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1788,  and  for  the  interest  of  tke  foreign 
debit  and  services  of  the  present  year  1784,  from  the  first  to  Uie  liwt 
day  thereof  inolusive,  the  following  suom  expressed  ia  doUiXBy 
.tentha  and  hondredthe  of  doUarSi 

The.oivil  department,        -        -        •       107,526.33 

.    The  military  department,      ...  200,000 

The  marine  deportment,  r        -         8O,O0O 

. .    Purchases  of  Indian  rights  of  soil,  and 

1        incidental  expeqceS|  ...     60,000 

^      CoBtingeaeiesi        -       -       .        .         60,000 

467,526.88 

Debt0  contraoted  and  still  unpaid  for 

services  of  1782  and  1783,        -        -  1^000^000 

Interest  on  the  national  debt  as  follows— 
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FoaEiGN  Debt. 

17S2,  Dee.  81.  Three  years  interest  oh  • 

the  Spanish  loan  of 
150,000    dolkrs    at 
five  per  cent.        •        -     22,500 
1788,  Deo.  81.  Spanish  loan,  one  year,  7;500  ^   ' 

To  the  farmers  general      ^  ^  \ 

of    France,    livres 
846,710-5,  7,840 

1784,  Jane  1.  Dntohloanofl,800,00a 
florins,  at   fire   per 
cent,        -       -        .        85,000 
Sept.  8.  French  loan  of  24  mil- 
lion livres  at  ditto,  222,000 
Nov.  5,  Dutch  loan  of  10  mil- 
lion lifres,  guaran- 
teed by  France,         -        74,074 
Deo.  81,  Spanish  loan,             -        -      7,500 
Farmers  general  of  France^      7,840 


i 
't 


884,254 


DOMBBTIO  DCBT. 

1782,  Deo.  81.  Loan  office  debt, 

11,473,802,20  at  6 
percent,        •        •       1,184,176 
Liqaidated  debt, 

701,404  at        ditto.  21,042 

Army  debt,  5,635,618 

at  6  per  cent,        -  676,272 

1,881,490 
Dedact  the  requisition  of  Sept. 

4,1782,        -        -        -    1,200,000 

1788,  Dec.  81.  Loan  office  debt,        -  749,050 

Liquidated  debt,     -        -       42,084 
»  Unliquidated  debt, 

estimated  at  8  million 

dollars,  suppose  one 

third  now  liquidated,        160,000 

Army  debt,        -        -    888,186 


681,400 


1,289,270   '• 
Total,  8,812,539.28 


a«4  PBNN8YLVANU  ASCHiyBS  1794. 

The  oominittee  were  apprised  thtt  tiie  lesolatioiia  of  Congress  of 
April  the  18ih^  1783^  had  reoommended  to  the  several  states  the 
nusiDg  an  annnal  revenae,  fi>r  the  norpose  of  disohanring  Ijie 
prindpal  and  interest  of  the  national  aebty  by  the  establishment  of 
eertain  imposts,  and  providing  snpplementarj  fands  for  a  given 
tenn  of  years,  to  be  raided  in  sach  a  way  as  they  might  jadge  most 
convenient :  dnt  it  ooeorred  to  them.  Uiat  those  reeomm^n^a^ops 
were  still  under  sospenoe  with  several  of  the  legislatures,  some  of 
them  having  as  yet  acoeded  to  the  impost  on|y,  and  others  deoided 
neither  on  the  impost  nor  snpplementiiry  rands:  that  however 
deniable  a  eompliance  therewith  is,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
fidth,  and  establishment  of  a  national  oredit,  yet  as  time  baa  already 
elapsedi  and  more  must  elapse  before  their  fina)  oonfirmation  ean  be 
boped|  as,  after  it  shall  be  obtained,  time  will  also  be  requisite  to 
advance  the  {dan  to  the  term  of  actual  ooUection,  good  faith  requires 
that  in  the  mean  whOe  other  measures  should  be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  growing  interest. 

In  the  statement  of  the  interest  due  at  the  close  of  the  year  1782, 
the  committee  have  supposed  its  amount  lessened  by  1^00,000 
dollars,  required  and  appropriated  by  the  resolutions  of  Conffreoa  of 
September  the  4th  ana  lOth,  1782,  and  appropriated  to  the  sole 
purpose  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  This  reqaisitaon 
Mve  licence  to  the  states  to  apply  so  much  as  should  be  necessary  of 
their  respective  quotas  of  ft,  to  the  payment  of  interest  due  on 
certificates  issued  from  the  loan  offibe  of  their  own  states,  and  otber 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  contracted  therein.  Hence 
they  suppose  it  has  happened,  that  the  actual  payments  of  theee 

Juotas  have  been  uncommunioated  to  the  office  of  finance  for  the 
Fnited  States.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  stetes  should 
be  desired  to  communicate  to  the  superintendalit  of  finance,  the 

Cymento  they  have  made  under  this  requisition,  and  where  thev 
ve  been  incomplete,  to  hasten  their  completion,  as  the  means  stiu 
relied  on  by  Congress  for  the  discharge  of  that  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  public  debt — And  while  on  wis  subject,  they  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  from  the  representetion  to  Congress  by  the  minister  of 
Franee,  referred  to  this  committee,  thev  learn  that  in  some  of  the 
states,  a  discrimination  has  taken  place  between  the  citixena  of  their 
own  and  subjecte  or  citiiens  of  other  countriesi,  which  was  not 
authorixed  by  the  said  resolation :  They  are  of  opinion,  that  such 
states  ahould  be  required  to  revise  and  reform  their  proceedings 
herein,  and  to  extend  the  benefito  both  past  and  future  of  this  pro- 
vifflon  equally  and  impartially  to  all  persons  within  ito  description. 
Tour  committee  then  oame  to  consider  in  what  way  it  would  be 
best  to  call  for  the  sums  reauisite  for  the  services  before  stated :  and 
they  thought  it  their  duty  m  the  first  place  to  enquire,  whether  no 
aoiplnses  might  remain  on  former  requisitions  of  Congress,  after  the 
purposes  were  effected  to  which  they  were  originally  appropriated  ; 
under  an  assurance  that  it  would  ble  both  the  du^  and  sense  <n 
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Ooagr^m  to  apply  sneli  sorpIoaes^'iB  «very  iNtaaoe,  towirds  l««femif 
the  next  requisition  on  the  states.    Tbey  found  in  fact  that  sneh  • 
Mlrpliis  would  remain  on  the  requisition  of  Oclober  80, 1781^  for 
eight  niUioBS  of  dollars  for  the  set vicee  of  the  ensuing  year  loid 
tihiat  this  sorphis  vould  be  great  fresn  the  foUowbg  ekeumstanoBS  ;— 
That  requisition  was  estimated  on  suppositiou,  that  the  oontinenCal 
amy  would  be  ^mpieted  by  the  states,  to  its  foil  establishment; 
and  thai  elothing  subsistenoe  and  pthor  neoeesaries  for  sueh  an 
aray,  must  of  oourse  be  provided     The  states  were  far  short  of 
fNTodueing  snob  m  army.    Hence  the  calls  for  rooncT  were  proper* 
tionally  abridged.    It  was  estimated  too  on  the  further  sttppoaitioft 
that  we  might  be  disappointed  in  the  endeavours  we  were  then 
exerting  to  borrow  money  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  of  course 
that  the  whole  must  be  supplied  by  taxes.    Loans  however  wef» 
ehtainedy  and  the  surplus  increased  by  this  seoood  cause.    A  third 
oinmrnatance  has  further  enlarged  it.    The  payments  on  tbiB«requi- 
aition  have  been  small  and  slow.     HencCi  instead  of  moneyy  those 
who  served  and  supplied  the  United  States  have  received  certificates 
only  that  money  b  due  to  them,  and  these  debts  have  been  trane- 
farred  to  the  fund  proposed  to  be  raised  by  way  of  impoet :  so  that 
tho'  the  debts  exist,  they  are  removed  from  this  to  another  fund* 
To  know  then  the  amount  of  this  surplus,  the  committee  extended 
their  enquiries  to  the  sums  actually  received  ^nder  this  requisition^ 
the  purposes  to  which  tbey  have  been  applied,  and  the  antidpatioaa 
thereof  still  unsatiiified.     Tbey  found  that  1,486,511.71,  only  of 
the  eight  millions  of  dollars  had  been  received  at  the  treasury  at  th> 
eloae  of  the  year  1783;  that  these  had  been  applied  to  the  servicce  of 
the  yean  1782  and  1783,  and  that  for  other  services  of  the  same 
years,  debts  were  oontracted  to  the  amount  of  about  one  million  of 
dollan  more,  which  depend  for  their  disoharge  on  further  reoeipts 
under  this  requisition;  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  which 
sama  should  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states.    Your  committee  then  are  of  opinion  that  a  surplua 
ef    6^518,488.28  dollars  will    remain  of   this  requisition,   after 
answering  all  the  demands  which  actually  arose  against  ii,  wbiok 
ware  not  answered  by  other  means,  nor  transferred  to  other  luads; 
and  that  this  surplus  ought  to  [be]  applied  so  far  as  it  will  go,  to  tbo 
eooamon  purposes  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  prevent  new  requi- 
sitions on  them  till  the  old  shall  have  been  exhausted|  and  to  shew 
to  those  who  may  have  paid  their  whole  quota  of  any  reqoiaitioQi 
that  they  will  not  be  called  on  anew  till  all  the  other  states  shall  ii^ 
like  manner  have  paid  up  their  quotas. 

Your  committee  found  also  that  diere  was  a  requisition  of 
Congress  of  October  16, 1782,  for  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
serrioes  of  the  year  1783,  on  which  some  small  payments  had  been 
tendered,  but  that  the  superintendant  of  finance  had  found  it  better 
to  reoeive  and  credit  them  as  part  of  the  eight  millions.    They  are 

II* 
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io^dYdlti^ly  ooT&prohended  ill  the  stmi  before  stated  lo  have  been 
paid  in  under  that  head. 

'  Having  thoa  stafed  the  demands  existing  aninst  the  states,  IIm 
ecPttimlttee  would  haye  performed  bat  half  their  doty,  had  they 
passed  over  nnnotioed  their  condition  to  pay  them.  Their  abilifeleii 
ttinst  be  measured  in  weighing  their  Wtbens.  Their  creditors 
themselves  will  view  them  just  relieved  from  the  ravages  of  pre- 
datory armies,  returning  from  an  attendance  on  campsj^  to  tlie 
ealtme  of  their  flelds-^beginning  to  sow,  but  not  yet  having  reaped^ 
exhausted  of  necessaries  and  habitual  comforts,  and  therefore  needing 
Bew  supplies  out  of  the  first  proceeds  of  their  labour.  Forbearance 
then,  to  a  certain  degree,  will  suggest  itself  to  them.  OongtesB 
entrusted  with  the  dispensation  of  justice  between  the  public  atid  its 
creditors  wiU  suppose  both  parties  desirous  that  their  mutual  situar- 
lions  should  be  considered  and  accommodated,  ^our  comnnttee  ars 
of  opinion  that  if  the  whole  balances  of  the  two  requisitions  of  eight 
and  of  two  millions,  should  be  rigorously  called  into  payment  wttbin 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  a  compliance  with  such  call  would 
pioduce  much *^ distress;  and  that  a  proportion  short  of  this  shoukt 
be  fixed  on,  within  the  reach  of  the  least  as  well  as  of  the  most  able 
states.  They  propose  therefore  that  the  states  be  required  to 
Ornish  within  the  course  of  the  present  year,  such  part  of  their 
d^eiencies  under  the  requisition  of  eight  millions,  as,  with  their 
^yments  to  the  dose  of  the  last  year,  will  make  up  one-half  of  their 
original  quota  thereof.  And  that  these  payments  be  appropriated  ' 
in  oeuformity  with  the  statement  in  the  first  part  of  this  report^ 
giving  generally,  where  accommodation  cannot  be  effected  among 
the  several  objects,  a  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which 
ikey  are  arranged  in  the  said  statement. 

'  But  while  this  proportion  of  former  deficiencies  is  of  neeesrity 
called  for,  und»  the  pressure  of  demands  which  will  admit  neitlier 
denial  nor  delay,  and  the  punctual  compliance  of  every  state  is 
expeeted,  to  enable  the  federal  administration  with  certain^  to 
satisfy  these  demands,  it  is  earnestly  and  warmly  recommendea  to 
the  abler  states,  to  go  as  far  beyond  this  proportion  in  speoie,  wm 
their  happier  situation  will  admit ;  under  an  assurance,  that  saoh 
farther  ooatributicms  will  be  applied  towards  discharging  the  pubUo 
debt  agreeably  to  the  preceding  statement,  and  will  be  placed  to 
their  credit  in  the  next  requisitions,  with  interest  thereon  irom  the 
time  of  payment :  and  also  that  before  any  further  demand  is  made 
upon  the  states,  under  the  requisition  for  two  millions  of  dollars,  or 
the  requisition  for  eight  millions  of  dollars,  Congress  will  revise  Ab 
Quotas  of  the  several  states  mentioned  in  the  said  reqiasitioiis 
respectively,  and  will  make  them  agreeable  to  justice,  upon  the  best 
Information  Oongress  may  have  when  such  demand  is  made.  Bot 
as  all  our  exertions  will  probably  fall  short  of  their  full  olijeot,  ia 
that  case  it  is  believed  that  the  public  orodifors  seeing  the  load  of 
interest  accumulated  duriug  the  war,  greater  than  can  be  discharged 


Ilk  the  Arab  year  of  pesee,  will  he  oonteBted  for  Ike  piawiity  'to 
iMoif  e  the  earlier  part  oi  these  arreuB^  and  to  rely  iv  the  reaUve 
Ml  the  eflPerta  of  the  eDming  jear. 

IndiTidaal  atatea  have  at  times  thought  it  hard  that  while,  in  thdr 
em  QpiMQii^  thej  were  in  adTaaeelor  the  United  itetea  on  aaoooBla 
efdatn^  and  nnaettled  brtween  them,  they  ahonld  yei-he  oidled  en 
to  foramh  aetnal  oontnbntlona  ef  aaoney. .  The  oonmiitto  ebaerve  in 
r.thisy  firat,  that  almoat  every  state  thinks  itself  In  advanoa ; 


Mid  seeondly,  that  it  has  been  the  oonstant  wish  of  Congtesa  that 

of  each 


I  aooonnts  should  be  settled,  and  the  contributions  of  each  be 
known  and  credited.  They  have  accordingly  taken  measures,  and 
will  continue  their  endeavours  to  effoot  these  settlements :  And  as  a 
fcrther  encouragement  to  hasten  this  desireable  work,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  (SiugcesB  should  declare,  that  so  soon  as  these  accounts 
shall  be  settled,  and  it  shall  appear  in  &your  of  what  states  balaocea 
ariae,  such  states  shall  have  credit  for  the  same  in  the  reqwiailiena 
next  enmnng. 

But  it  wiu  be  necessary  to  remind  the  states  that  no  materials 
have  yet  been  famished  to  enable  Congress  to  adjust  the  ultimate 
ratio  in  which  the  ezpcDditures  of  the  &te  war  shall  be  apportioned 
on  the  states.  The  confederation  directs  that  this  shall  be  regulated 
by  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  several  states  with  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon.  Experiments  made  however  since  the  date 
of  that  instrument,  for  the  purposes  of  ordinary  taxation,  had 
induced  doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  this  rule  of  apportionment ; 
yet  Congress  thought  it  their  duty  to  give  it  fair  trial,  and  reooin- 
mended  to  the  several  states  on  the  17th  February,  1783,  to  furnish 
an  account  of  their  lands,  buildings' and  number  of  inhabitautSi 
whereon  they  might  proceed  to  estimate  their  respective  quotas :  but 
apprehending  that  the  incompetence  of  the  rule  would  immediately 
shew  itself,  and  desirous  that  no  time  should  be  unnecessarily  lost, 
they  foUoi^d  it  with  another  reoommendatioii  of  Uie  18th  of  April, 
1783,  to  substitute  in  lieu  of  that  article  in  the  confeden^on 
another,  whioh  should  make  the  number  of  inhabitants,  under 
certain}  modifications,  the  measure  of  contribution  for  each  fitato 
Dodi  these  propositions  are  still  under  reference  to  the  several 
legblainrea;  the  latter  accompanied  by  the  earnest  wishes,  and 
jpieferenoe  of  Congress,  under  full  conviction  that  it  will  be  found 
in  event  ^  equal,  more  satisfaotory,  and  more  eaey  of  eneoution : 
^e  former  ooiy  pressed  if  the  other  should  be  rented*  The 
eonMiaitteeiM  informed  that  the  states  of  Conaeoticnt,  New  Jerasy, 
f  CMtiylvania  and  South-Carolina,  have  acceded  to  the  alteration 
-prc^jMMedi  but  have  no  evidence  that  |he  other  states  have  aa  yet 
ieeSijMl  th^men.  As  it  is  necessary  that  the  one  or  the  other 
-meaaure  should  be  immediately  resorted  to,  they  are  of  opinion  it 
iAonld  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  which  have  uot  yet 
4Bci4ed  beiween  th^tm,  to  come  to  decision  at  their  next  meeting* 

J»  order  to  preaent  to  the  eye  a  general  view  of  tb#  aevera) 
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_  TeqnUtions^  and  of  the  pajmente  mide*  mder  flian,  tftt 
iittee  baa  sabjoined  tliem  in  the  fiirm  of  a  taUe,  wbsrem  Iha 
lat  oolama  eaameratoB  the  states ;  the  2d  ike  appoitkniBeiit  of  the 
l^mfiOO  deUan;  the  8d  that  of  the  8  nuUiMia;  the  4th  that  of 
the 2  anUbas;  tha  5th  the  mraniwid  by  the aaimal  statM  at  pairt 
ef  their  ffaapeetire  quotas  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1788;  and  the 
4lh  the  smas  now  reqi]ired»>io  isalca  mp  one^haif  of  their  v 
cmotaa  of  the  8  miliionB,  espveased  in  doUars^  tantha  and  hi 
efdoUara. 


f 

App'^r- 

Appor- 

Appop- 

Paid  of  theidniBs     nowf 

tionment 

tionment 

tioniaant 

Sai.befero 

veqeiiad  ta 

of      the 

of  the  8 

of  the  2 

I>eo'ber  31, 

make  }  ol 

1,200,000 
dol. 

iniL 

mU. 

1783, 

the  8  m. 

48,oeo 

878,fi9« 

80,000 

8,000 

188.799 

tfauaehusetts 

192,000 

1,807,696 

820,000 

247,676.66 

466^131.84 

Rhode-bland 

28.800 

216,684 

48,000 

67,847.96 

40,491.06 

Connecticat 

188,200 

747,196 

222,000 

131,677.83 

242,020.17 

New-York 

64,000 

873,698 

-  90,000 

89,064.1 

147.734.9 

Ncw-Jertey 

68,000 

486,679 

110,000 

102,004.96 

140,^4.66 

Mnn^rHaaia 

180,000 

1,120,794 

800,000 

846,682.98 

»8,7«4.0i 

DalawaM 

16,800 

112,086 

28,000 

M.Q4^6 

litryUnd 
Virgima 

132,000 

933,996 

220,000 

89,302.11 

377,696.89 

174,000  1,807,694 

290,000 

116,108.63 

638,693.47 

North-Carolina 

88,800 

622,677 

148,000 

811,338.6 

South-Oarolina 

72,000 

878,698 

120,000 

844,801.67 

Oeorgia 

14,400 

24,906 

24,000 

12,462.6 

1,200,000 

8,000,000 

2,000,000 

1,486,611.71 

2,670,987.89 

Btiolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 
APBii.28,1784. 

OoDgress  lesnmed  the  oonsideration  of  tho  refMirt  of  the  grand 
eoniniittee,  appointed  to  report  the  arrearages  of  interest,  ^.^  eo  ftir 
IS  respeoted  laoilities,  and  the  paragraph  being  amended  to  read  ae 
Mlows — 

'  It  remained  lastly  to  oonsider,  whether  no  fhoititiee  might  be 
j^Ton  to  the  payment  of  these  soms  by  the  several  states  The 
eommittee  observed  that  of  the  purposes  for  whioh  money  is  wantingy 
abont  thtee-fbnrlhs  ean  be  answered  by  nothing  bet  money  iteelf 5 
imt  that  the  other  fonrth,  ooneisting  of  interest  on  oar  domeatie 
dabty  may  be  effected  by  proonring  a  diseonnt  of  the  demand  ha  the 
hands  of  the  holders;  an  q)eration  whieh  will  be  shorteri  and  hm 
impoverishing  to  the  state.  And  however,-  in  times  ef  gntoter 
plenty^  the  aoenracy  of  ftsoal  administration  might  require  all  tra«^ 
aetions  to  he  in  aotnal  money,  at  the  treasnry  itself;  yet  tH!  nmt 
eonstitnents  sbatl  have  some  respite  from  their  late  difliealtiss,  H 
behoves  ns  to  prefer  their  easement.  The  committee  are  therefon 
U  opinien  that  the  several  legislatnras  may  he  aifanittad  ae  to : 
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lift  mlOmAm  ti  the  «aii»  nam  otUtd  for,  ifa«i  the  thiM-fowAii  of 
tf  my  sam  bemg  paid  in  aotnal  moBey^  the  other  foorth  luty  be 
iliaBharged  hy  ptoonriiig  dunoimts  of  kitoreot  with  our  donestii 
•rediton;  always  taloBg  osre  that  the  oolleetioD  of  money  shall 
fMMMd  «t  lenfe  in  thraefold  proportioii  with  the  operatioi»  of  dis> 
eovnt.  And  to  anertein  the  evidenoes  of  4{SMiiAt  wbieh  sbmll  !• 
iseeiMthlo  in  liou  of  meoey,  the  holdtfl  of  loan  oftoe  oertifloaitae 


shall  be  a*  liberty  to  cany  them  to  the  office  from  wbioh  they  iasaedli 
aad  the  holders  of  eertiioates  of  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  Usnted 
Stales,  to  eanry  the  same  to  the  loan  offioe  of  that  State  wheieia  the 
debt  was  oontraeted,  and  to  have  the  interest  dne  thereen  settled 
and  eertified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1788;  for  whioh  interest  the 
lean  offieer  shall  give  a  oertifieate  in  saoh  form,  and-nndor  soeh  sen* 
tions  and  instroolionSy  as  the  snperintendant  of  finance  shall  tiaasaail 
to  him ;  whioh  eertifioiUes  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the 
holder  of  the  prinoipal,  shall  be  deemed  evidenoe  that  he  has  reoeived 
satisfaction  for  the  samey  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
bearer^  within  the  same  States  and  from  ^e  State  when  obtained 
from  the  bearer,  in  lien  of  money  in  the  proportion  before  stated ; 
which  payment  in  certificates  by  the  State  into  the  public  treasuryi 
in  the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the  fkciHties,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  interest  due  upon  the 
domestic  debt,  so  that  the  three-fourths  or  greater  proportion,  if  any 
State  should  not  avail  itself  of  the  fiMilities  in  the  d^gfse  hereby 
admitted,  paid  in  money  at  the  same  time  shall  be  appli^,  according 
to  the  above  statement,  giving  preference  to  the  dischaige  of  the 
ezpenoes  of  internal  government,  and  the  interest  due  unon  the 
foreign  debt.  And  where  loan  office  certificates,  issued  aher  the 
first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  be  presented  to  the  loaa  officer,  they 
shall  be  reduced  to  their  specie  value,  aeeordlng  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  June  28,  1780,  that  specie  value  expressed  on  some 
part  of  the  certifloate,  and  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  certified 
as  in  other  oases. 
Retohed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same. 

April  29,  1784. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  grand  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  eommittee  on  the  subjeot  pf 
western  territory,  and  thereupon  came  to  tho  following,  resolationi— 

Congress  by  their  resolution  of  September  6, 1780,  having  thought 
it  adTiseable  to  press  upon  the  States  having  claims  to  the  WesMm 
eonntry,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  olaims, 
by  that  of  the  10th  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  having  fixed  con- 
ditions to  which  the  anion  should  be  bound,  on  receiving  snoh 
eessions.  And  having  aorain  proposed  the  same  subject  to  those 
SUtes  in  their  address  of  April  18th,  1783,  wherein,  stating  the 
national  debt,  and  expressing  their  reliance  for  its  discharge,  on  the 
prtepeei  of  vacant  territoryi  in  aid  of  other  xesoaioeS|  they»  for  that 
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fiifpO06y  M  well  as  to  obmie  diaagraeable  egmbnarendm  aad  «•■!» 
MOBS,  ineloded  m  the  seme  recommeBdation^  a  renewal  of  these  «f 
8eptember  the  eth,  and  of  October  the  lOth,  1780;  whioh  aeveod 
teoommendationa  have  not  yet  beev  fdU j  compiled  with : 
.  Ruoivedj  That  the  same  aobiect  be  again  praaentedtotiiei 
of  the  aaid  Statesy  that  they  be  urged  to  oonaider  that  the  war 
low  brooght  to  a  happy  tefcunation  by  the  fievwnal  eeniees  <rf 
aeldiers^  the  anpptiea  of  property  by  onx  citittn%  and  loans  of  iniMif^ 
firom  them  ae  well  as  from  foreigners ;  theae  seyeral  orediiosa  ha^ve 
a  right  to  expect  that  fands  shall  .be  provided  on  whioh  they  may 
tely  for  indemnification ;  that  Congress  still  consider  Taoant  teiritOff|r 
as  an  important  resooroe :  And  that  therefore  the  said  States  ho 
earnestly  presBed^  by  immediate  and  liberal  eeasions,  to  forward  these 
neeesaary  ends^  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  nnion. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo^y. 


Ak  Alphabetical  List  of  all  Persons  attahtpbd  o» 
High   Teeason,  in  pursuancbj  op  the  Treason  Laws 

POB   THE  State  op  PENNSYliVANIA. 

A. 

Allen,  John,  died  before  the  day  limited  for  the  snrreader. 

Allen,  Andnw,  late  member  of  Coagvees. 

Allen,  WlUi&m,  janior,  late  Capt  &  Lt.  Colo,  i^  American  Armj, 

Anstin,  William,  jeoman,  late  keeper  of  the  New  Jersey  Ferry. 

Armstrong,  Francis,  of  Sadsbury  kt'Chester  Co.,  dealer  in  horses. 

Armstrong,  William,  of        do.  do.         shoemaker. 

Airey,  John,  late  of  the  Post  Office,  Phlla. 

Aahbridge,  Aaron,  waterman,  Chester,  dischavged. 

Andrews,  William,  faller,  Darby,  Chester  County. 

Anderson,  William,  labourer,  of  Ridley,  Chester  County. 
'  Allen,  James,  surrendered  &  died. 

Allen,  Isaao,  atty.  at  law,  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

Adams,  John,  silk  weaver,  Northern  Liberties. 

Arthor,  Peter,  house  carpenter,  Southwark. 

Aspden,  Matthias,  of  Philada.  City,  mereh.  ' 

Arnold,  Benedict,  M^)r.  Genl.,  &Ca. 

Anderson,  Stephen,  yeoman,  late  of  New  Garden,  Chester  Co. 

Adama,  Jonathan,  Snaffmiker,  Oermantowa  Township,  Pkilada.  Go. 
'  Aikiiw,  Susannah,  his  wife. 

B. 

BIddle,  John,  late  of  Berks  Co.,  yeoman. 

Bartram,  Alexander,  of  Philada ,  merchant. 
;  Biles,  Samael,  late  Sheriff,  Bucks  Co.  ^ 

.  Bulla,  Thonasi  of  Chester  Co.,  husbdm.  ** 

Braken,  James,  of  Tyrone  Township,  York  County. 

Brookes,  Bowyer,  surrendered  &  discharged. 

Badge,  Thomas,  of  Philada.,  tallow  chandler. 

Bulla,  Jabs,  serre&dered  k  discharged.  ^ 
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Bms^  J^a,  BohodMstar,  Uite  Oonstebto,  Pkilidft.  CItf  . 

Bnynhall,  Thomas,  Button  maker,  Pbilada. 

Brown,  John,  surrendered  &  discharged. 

Buckingham,  John,  labourer,  Passyunk. 

Bolton,  Joseph,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Bntcher,  John,  husbdm.,  BlooUej,  Ffaihida.  Co. 

Bryan,  Joel,  Hajoock,  Bucks  co.,  rarrendered* 

Bums,  George,  weaver,  Plumstead,  Buck%oo. 

Balderstone,  Mordecai,  surrendered  &  disoharged. 

Brown,  William,  Cooper,  Solebory,  Books  Co. 

Burrows,  Samuel,  labourer,  Upper  Wakefield,  Bueks  0^ 

Boatman,.  George,  labourer,  Upper  Wakefield,     do. 

Brown,  Benjamin,  of  Falls  Township,  Bneks  Co.,  kivbdm. 

Brown,  John,  a  carpenter,  Bristol,  sorrendeied  k  dlMhatrgecL 

Briggs,  George,  do.        * 

Bartow,  Thomas,  do. 

Bean,  Jesse,  do. 

Bnffington,  JaMK  Osrpenler,  West  Bradford,  Chester  Co. 

Bullock,  Isaao,  labourer.  Concord,  Chester. 

Burnett,  John,  surrendered  &  disoharged. 

Bell,  Samuel,  smrrendered  ft  disoharged. 

Bnrk,  Isaao,  labourer,  RroTidflnoe,  Chester  Coantgr. 

Bums,  Thomas,  ^     do. 

Bell,  William,  labourer,  Kewton,  Chester  Co. 

Brown,  James,  of  HaToiford,  Cheater  Co.,  wheelwright. 

Bord,  John»  Butcher,  Philada. 

Burr,  Hudson,  hatter,  Philada. 

Burkett,  John,  waterman,  do. 

Bnrk,  John,  Tajhir,  of  the  Manor  of  Morelaad,  Philada.  Go. 

Burge,  DaTid,  blacksmith,,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Barrow,  Samuel,  of  Barre,  Bedford  Co.,  yeoman. 

Bartlett,  John,  late  Clerk  in  the  Custom  House,  Philada. 

Booth,  Bei^jamin,  of  Philada.,  mercht. 

Bond,  Phineas,  atty.  at  law,  Philada. 

Brown,  George,  labourer,  Boekingham,  Bucks  Co. 

Boyer,  Jacob,  yeoman,  Donnegal,  Laneaster  Co. 

Bare,  Abraham,  yeoman,  Escrie  Ttownship,  Laneaster  Co. 

Bnffington,  Joshua,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Bnffington,  Richard,  senior,  of  East  Bradford,  Chester  Co.,  yeoman. 

Blackford,  BCartin,  of  Warrington,  York  Co.,  yeoman. 

C. 

Carlisle,  Abraham,  house  carpenter,  City  Philada. 
Clifton,  Alfred,  Gentlem.,  City  Philada. 
Coxe,  Tench,  surrendered  ft  disoharged. 
Clifton,  William,  do. 

Compton,  William,  do. 

Corry,  Robert,  do. 

Christy,  William,  mason,  of  Horseham,  Philada.  County. 
Carver,  Nathan,  wheelwright.  Upper  Dublin,  Philada. 
Cunrad,  Robert,  mason,  Norrington,  Philada.  Co. 
Coze,  Daniel,  late  of  TroBton  in  Mew  Jersey. 
Chalmers,  James,  late  of  Philada  ,  ft  late  of  Kent  oomity,  Maryland. 
,    Couper,  Robert,  trader,  of  Philada.  City. 
Cheyalier,  John,  surrendered  ft  discharged. 

41ub,  James,  mariner.  City  of  Philada. 
uniungham,  John,  siirr'd  ft  disch'd. 
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Carry,  Bott,  Qfmd'%,  Ute  Lt  m  Am  Atteriogn  anj,  Iste  «f  fUid.  €Hj. 

Craig,  James,  surrend'd  &  diloh'd. 

Conaor,  Michael,  meroh't,  Philada. 

CoItj,  Robert,  Jan'r,  sadler,  Buckingham,  Books  Coiuity. 

Cahlo,  Jolm,  sorrend'd  &  disch'd. 

Canby,  Joseph,  labourer.  Upper  WAkef  d,  Bucks. 

Canby,  Thomas,  blacksmith,  do. 

Campbell,  Arthur,  labourer,  Bristol. 

Chapman,  Samuel,  triftd  &  aoq'd. 

Chapman,  Amos,  husbdm.,  Wright's  Town  Township,  Bucks  County. 

Chapman,  Abraham,  Cooper,  of  do.  do. 

Chapman,  Daiid,  mUler,  of  do*  do. 

Clark,  Abrahass,  swr'd  &  disohU 

Chypher,  Jlaoob^  miller,  Tredyffirin,  Chester  Co. 

Caldwell,  William,  husbdm.,  of  Darby,  Chester  Co. 

Clark,  William,  labourer,  ProTidenoe  Chester  Co. 

Crioklcy,  Miohael,  labourer,  of  Hayerford,  Chester  Co. 

Cuslan,  WiUiaoir  labourer  of  East  Pennsborongh,  Comb'd  Co. 

Croghan,  Qeorge,  surrend'd  ft  disch'd. 

Colston,  John,  stocking  wearer,  Philada. 

Comely,  Joseph,  yeoman,  of  Manor  of  Mcreland,  PhUad.  Co. 

Campbell,  John,  yeoman,  Bmnerson's  Yallcy,  Cumberi'd  Co. 

Campbell,  William,    do.  do.  do. 

Campbell,  Peter,  Gentl'n,  of  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey. 

Clark,  John,  late  Sheriff's  Clerk,  North'n  Liberties. 

Crookson,  Dennis,  lumber  meroh't,  Southwark,  (not  afttainted,)  disoharged 

by  Proclamation  of  Council,  1779. 
Corker,  William,  Cooper,  Northern  Liberties. 
Corbet,  Alexander,  yeoman,  of  Wakefield,  Bucks  County. 


Duch^,  Jacob,  Junior,  Urto  of  I%ilada.  City. 

Desbong,  Peter,  tried  ft  acquitted. 

Dawson,  Da?id,  of  Chester  Co.,  husbandmaa. 

Delaplain,  James,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

DaTisi  James,  do. 

DaTis,  Beiyamin,  hatter,  Philada. 

Dover,  Robert,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Doan,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bucks  Co. 

Dennis,  Henry,  Shipwright,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Dennis,  John,  wheelwright,  do. 

Doble,  Joseph,  of  Falls  Township,  Bucks  Co.,  husbandfluuL 

De  Normandie,  Andrew,  Doct'r,  BristoL 

De  Normandie,  William,  labourer,    do. 

Daris,  William,  tried  ft  acq'd. 

Daris,  George,  Springf  d,  Chester  Co.,  husbdm. 

Dunn,  William,  labourer,  Prorideaee,  Chester  Co. 

Dunn,  George,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Dunn,  Malin,  Taylor,  Providenoe,  Chester  Co. 

Dunn,  George,    do.  do. 

Dennis,  John,  Joiner,  Richland,  Bucks  Co. 

Belong,  James,  yeoman,  Emmeraon's  Vallcy<  Onmb'd  Co. 

Dolston,  Isaac,  yeoman,  of  Wyoming  Toinisoip,  North'd  Co. 

Dolston,  Matthew,  do.  do. 

DolstoDi  IsMo,  Jua'ri  do.  .    do. 
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Sf«i%  Abftl,  Biqr.,  ai^.  at  Isw,  Fhtlad^ 

St«,  Oswald,  of  the  North'n  Liberties. 

Stubs,  Isne^  smith.  Upper  Dablio,  PhiladA. 

Btsds,  WiUism,  esrpenter,  Norsington,  PhiUdiL  Coun^t 

Brans,  Joel,  meroht^  (Slg^  Philada, 

Sasten,  Dennis,  labourer,  Buokingbam,  Backs  Co* 

SUwood,  John,  of  Bristol^  tried,  eon^bDted,  under  sentence  #f  deMk  k 

paxdoned  July  16th,  1789,  bj  CounciL 
Edwards,  Joseph,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 
Sffinger,  Henry,  Jun'r,     do. 
Elliott,  Matthew,  Ind*n  Trader,  of  Weptm'd  Ce. 
ETans,  WiUiam,  Carpenter,  Philada. 
Brans,  John,  do.  do 

EUiott,  Andrew,  of  New  York. 
Ensor,  George,  Cooper,  Southwark. 
Eddy,  Charles,  Ironmonger,  of  Philada.  Otj. 
Eddy,  Thomas,  do.  do. 

Ennn,  Edward,  or  InHn,  of  Bye  Township,  CumVd  Co. 


Feats,  Christian,  Lano'r  Coun^,  late  Lt  Colo,  of  Militia. 

Fergiuen,  Hugh  Heniy,  Estate  of  Omme  pai^  Tested  by  law  in  his  wffe* 

Ksher,  Coleman,  son  of  William  fSsher,  Eair.  of  Philada. 

Fisher,  James,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 

Fegan,  Lawrenee,  Innkeeper,  North'n  laberties. 

F^  William,  weaTor,  Buokingham,  Buoks  Co. 

Featherby,  Thomas,  miller,  of  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Falkenston,  Abraham,  labourer,  ProTidence,  Chester  Connfy«     . 

Fursaer,  Andrew,  labourer,  of  Allen  Townshijk  Cumb'd  Co. 

Fields,  George,  yeoman,  Wioming  Township,  North'd  Co. 

Raids,  Daniel,  do.  do» 

Fldds,  Gilbert,  do.  do. 

Fumer,  Morris,  do.  do. 

Fumer,  Edwaid,  do.  do. 

Falkenstone,  Jacob,  yeoman,  of  Passyunk,  Philada.  County. 

Fleming,  Low,  yeoman.  Mount  Bethel,  North'd  Co.  . 

Fox,  John,  cutler,  of  Philada.  City. 

Fox,  Joseph,  blaoksmith,  of  do. 

Fidiiand  Samuel,  yeoman,  of  Chester  Borough. 

FInohery  Beigamin,  yeoman,  of  New  Garden,  Chester  Co. 

G. 

QaBowaj^  Joseph,  late  member  of  Congress. 

Garrigues,  Samuel,  the  elder,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Griffith,  ETan,  of  York  Co.»  husbandman. 

Green,  Isaac,  Jun'r,  Bast  Cain,  Chester  Co.,  husb'n,  sentenced  &  pavdeped 
\ij  Council,  July  5th,  1781,  if  he  went  without  Bo.  on  B.  the  Frigate 
TrnmbuU  for  the  war,  &  serTO  throughout ;  sentenced  at  Philada., 
July  17th,  1781 ,  prays  a  pardon  without  the  aboTC  oondition,  " 

Garrigues,  Samuel,  Jr.,  surr.  &  disoh. 

Gibbs,  Beigamin,  do. 

Gregson,  James,  do. 

Gregory,  Darid,  mariner,  SouUiwark. 

GitoiorSy  James,  of  Falls  Township,  Bocks  Co.,  hnibandi|im|i 
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Gosling,  John,  sorr'd  &  disoh'd.  • 
Good,  George,  labourer,  ProTideace,  Chester  Oo. 
Griasel,  Bdward,  oonvieted  &*  pardoned  bj  GoonoUy  Jidj  dth,  1790. 
Gill,  Joseph,  malster,  Chester  Township.  ^ 

Gorman,  James,  snxr'd  &  disch'd.  * 

Gorman,  Enooli,  do. 

Girtj,  Simon,  Indian  Interpreter,  of  Westm*d  Co. 
Girty,  James,  labourer,  do 

Green,  Thomas,  yeoman,  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co. 
Gibson,  Edward,  jeoman,  Emmerson's  Valley,  CnmVd  Co. 
Greswold,  Joseph,  Stiller,  North'n  Liberties. 
Gordon,  Thomas,  yeoman,  of  Oxford,  Philada.  Co. 
Givin,  Hugh,  labourer,  Tyrone,  Cumb'd  Co. 

Gordon,  Henry  or  Harry,  military  o£Bcer  in  the  British  s^niee,  late  oC 
Kennet,  Chester  Co. 

H. 

Hioks,  Gilbert,  of  Bucks  County,  yeoman. 
Hook,  Christian,  atty..  City  Philada. 
Hanlon,  Edward,  oooper  &  vintner,  in  City  Philada. 
HoTondon,  Riohard,  Newtown  Township,  Bucks  Co.,  trader. 
Holder,  John,  tried  &  acq'd. 
Holder,  Jacob,  of_North*n  Co.,  labourer. 

Holder,  George.  ''    do.  do.  pardoned  by  Council,  June  7, 1779. 

Holsinger,  Ingelholt,  of  Lancaster  County,  huabdm'n. 
Hump]&eys,  James,  sen*r,  surr'd  &  discharged. 
Humphrey,  James,  jun*r,  printer,  Philada.  City. 
Hart,  John,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 
Hart,  Chamless,    do. 
Howard,  Peter,     do. 
Hathe,  Andrew  tried  &  acquitted. 
Huntsman,  John,  do. 
Hurst,  Timothy,  of  Chester  Co.,  Gentl'n. 
Hales,  John,  stable  keeper,  Philada. 
Henderson,  John,  marine,  Philada. 
Henry,  Hugh,  Ign's  Bill  &  discharged* 
Hill,  John,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 
Howel,  John,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 
Hendrickson,  Jeremiah,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 
Hanrey,  John,  labourer,  Upper  Wakefield,  Bucks  Co. 
Hill,  Henry,  of  Falls  Township,  Books  County,  tusbdm. 
Hains,  Caleb,  wearer,  Goshen,  Chester  Co. 
Hart,  Samuel,  labourer.  East  Bradford,  Chester  Co. 
Hartnet,  James,  tried  i  acquitted. 
Henry,  William,  Taylor,  Proridenoe,  Chester  Co. 
Hardy,  Peter,  husbdm.,.of  Mount  Bethel,  North*d  Co. 
Hughes,  Uriah,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 
HQtohinson,  Isaac,  New  Britain,  Bucks  County,  yeoman. 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  do.  do. 

9utchinton,  Manntiduke,         do.   '  do. 

\  Hare,  Jacob,  yeoman, 'Barree,  Bedford  Co. 
Hare,  Michael,  do.  do. 

Hill,  Patrick,  yeoman,  of  Wyoming  Township,  North'd  Co. 
Hutchinson,  John,  yeoman,  Kingsessing,  Philada.  Co. 
Harrey,  Samuel,  yeoman.  Upper  Wakefield,  Bucks  Co. 
Houseoker,  Nicholas,  yeoman,  Lebanon,  Lancaster  Co. 
Haghes,  Thomas,  yeomao,  Augusta,  Nortii'd  County. 


TENNSTLVANIA  AKCmVBS  1784.  -Itt 

laiidJ. 

Iredale,  Robert,  Jon'r,  of  HoTsham  Township,  PhilMU.  Go.,  I»borer. 
Irodale,  Thomaa,  do.  do.  do. 

Jmam^  Jaoob,  of  Goehen,  Chester  Co.,  Innkeeper. 
^  James,  Abel,  sorr'd  A  disch'd. 
Iredale,  Abraham,  surrejor,  Phflada^  Co.,  (Horsham.) 
Irwin,  Alexander,  of  East  Pennsborough,  Ciimb'd  Co.,  Carter. 
Inglis,  James^  trader.  City  of  Philada. 
Johnston,  Jomi,  Coaohmaker,  l^hilada. 

Irwin,  Dunning,  Trader,  Philada.  / 

Jefferies,  Samuel,  surr'd  ft  discharged. 
Jounkin,  Henry,  Trader,  Philada. 
James,  Benjamin,  Cooper,  Concord,  Chester. 
Ink,  John,  husbdm.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North*d  County. 
Irwin,  Francis,  Carter,  East  Pennsborough,  Cumb*d  Co. 
Jones,  Dattd,  TaTcm  keeper  ft  Constable,  Philada.,  surrend'd. 
Jones,  Edward,  Hilton,  Bucks  Co«,  yeoman. 
Jones,  Jonathan,        do.  do. 

Jones,  Jesse,  Bensalem,  Bucks  Co.,  labouror. 
Jones,  Daniel,  yeoman,  Moreland  Township,  PhUada.  Co. 
Jones,  Holton,  Hatter,  of  Germantown  Township,  Philada.  Co. 
Jones,  Hugh,  of  Cushickton  Settlement,  North'd  Co.,  yeoman. 
Janes,  Darnel,  yeoman,  of  Moreland,  in  Philada.  County. 
Jaokson,  Johxi,  East  Marlbourongh,  Chester  County,  yeoman. 


Keen,  Reynold,  pardoned  by  act  of  Assembly. 

Kereker,.  Lodowiok,  surr*d  ft  dis0h*d. 

Knight,  Joshua,  of  Abingdon  Township,  Philada.  Co.,  Bls«ksmitb. 

Knight,  John,  Tanner, 

Knight,  Isaac,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Koster,  Samuel,  of  North*n  Co.,  husbdn. 

Koster,  John,  do.  do. 

Knight,  Nicholas,  lime  burner,  Plymouth,  Philada.  Co. 

Kennett,  Lery,  labourer,  Solebnzy,  Buoks  Co. 

Kennedy,  William,  labourer,  of  Springfield,  Chester  Oo, 

Kissack,  Robert,  of  Ha^erford,  Chester  Co. 

Kilby,  Lawrence,  Cooper,  East  Pennsborough,  Cumb'd  Oo. 

Kennard,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bueks  Co. 

King,  Joseph,  yeoman.  Path  Valley,  Cumb'd  Co. 

Kisselman,  Frederick,  snrrend'd  ft  disch'd. 

Knapper,  George,  Baker,  of  Philada.  City. 

Kearsley,  John,  Gentl'n,  son  of  Dr.  Kearsley,  of  North*n  LUwetiei. 

Kennard,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bucks  County. 


Lieresly,  Thomas,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Lots,  William,  late  of  The  Township  of  Tork,  York  Co. 

Lile,  Henry,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

lale,  John,  do. 

Lile,  Robert,  do. 

Lewis,  Curtis,  Blacksmith,  East  Cain.,  Chester  Co. 

LooBly,  Robert,  shoemaker,  Philada. 
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UndoB,  Hncli^  Mhoolmaster,  QaddBi^iftm,  Books  COi 

Uadj,  Uriah,  labonrer,  Bolebnry,  Books  Co. 

Lpii^  Alrnhm,  tasbdn.,  of  Hooiit  Bethol,  Nort^wptoi  Go^ 

Iawsop,  Jomes,  kosbdn.,  of  Lower  Smitbfield,  North'n  Cow 

Loo^boroo^  John,  blooksmitb,  of  MorelHid  MoBor,  PhiUd*.  Co, 

Little,  Jomee,  Toomaa,  of  Emmerson's  VoUey,  Comb'd  06., 

Loud,  Robert,  ]«toJastMe  of  thePfM^  CoshMktoa  Setaea»\  Nofth'aCa] 

Land,  Joka  of  s%me  plooe. 

LIgktfoot,  Tkomas,  sorr'd  &  disok'd. 

Lindsay,  Samuel,  yeoman,  of  Guilford  Townak^'Oamb'd^Ckk 


U. 

MOer,  Peter,  tried  A  ooqidtted. 

Marohinton,  PkiUp,  Trader,  City  Pa. 

Moland,  William*  sorr'd. 

MoHo^,  Matthew,  sorr'd  ft  disehU 

MoCoUoogh,  Kenneth,  late  of  Philada.,  yeoman* 

Meng,  Mdohior,  sorr'd  &  diseh'd. 

Meng,  Jaoob,  tried,  ft  aoqoitted. 

MoMortrie,  William,  sonr'd  ft  diseh'd. 

Morris,  William,  mariner,  late  OonsUble  Cl^  PkUada. 

Mayer,  Jaoob,  sorr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Moran,  Chades,  Shipwrigbi,  SonthVk. 

Miohenor,  Isaac,  laboorer,  Plumsted,  Bocks  Co. 

McMollan,  James,  laborer,  Solebory,  Bocks  Co. 

Martin,  Thomas,  Cooper,  Falls  Township,  Books  Co. 

Moolder,  John,  Waterman,  Chichester,  Chester  Co. 

Malin,  Joseph,  tried  ft  aoq'd. 

Malin,  Eliaha,  Joiner,  East  Whitehead,  Ohester  Oo.,  pardeiied. 

Millson,  John,  (say  IPniliam,)  taylor,  Coaoerd,  Chester. 

Madook,  William,  Ta^em  keeper,  ProTidenoe,  Chester  Co. 

Malin,  James,  sorr'd  ft  diseh'd. 

Miller,  Beidamin,      do. 

MosgroTO,  John,  Trader,  Darby,  Chester*Co.  ' 

MeClario,  James,  laboorer,  Springfield,  Chester  Oo. 

Maris,  David,  Taylor,  Newton,  Chester  Co. 

Morgan,  Moses,  hosbdn.,  of  Moont  Bethel,  K^rth'n  Co. 

Mars^jAwrenoe,      do.  do.  do. 

McMichaei,  Bdwd.,  hosbdn,  of  Lower  Sraithfd,  North'n  Cs. 

MeCart,  John,  distiller  ft  laboorer,  East  Pennsboroogh,  Comb'd  Co 

McKee,  Alexander,  Indian  Trader  of  Westm'd  Co. 

Marshall,  WilUam,  sorr'd  ft  diseh'd. 

Morris,  Enoch,  wheelwright,  Hilltown,  Bocks  Oo. 

Magee.  Bonty,  sorr'd  ft  diseh'd  by  name  of  H.  Maag. 

MeNeii,  Dominick,  yeoman,  Tosoarora,  Comb'd  Co. 

Maokinett,  John,  Merch't,  North'n  Liberties. 

MaoUness,  Thomas,  Trader,  Northern  Liberties. 

Meredith,  John,  laboorer,  of  New  BHttain,  Bocks  Co. 

McDooald,  Alexander,  yeoman.  Rye  Township,  Comb'd  Co. 

McKenrie,  Kenneth,        do.  do,  do. 

MoPherson,  William*  btaoksmith,  Tyrone,  Comb'd  Co, 

N. 
Nism,  Robert,  yeoman,  of  Lock  Township,  Comb'd  Co. 
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(ybio,  Hugh,  Iftbourer,  Springfield,  Ch«ster  Co. 
O'Kain,  Dtrby,      do.  do.  do. 

Ovwhohi  John,  of  Tinioam  Tow]i3]up,  Bnoks  Go* 


Potts,  Jolm,  of  PhilftdA.  Goimtj,  yeomB. 

Pa^  Jamee,  of  North*n  Co.,  hiubdm. 

Pa^  Hugh,  of       do.  do. 

Prioo,  WiUlun,  of  Philada.,  mmnk'L 

Puvock,  JohB,  of  Philadft.,  yoomaa 

Potts,  Barid,  snrr'd  &  duwhU 

Pastoriu,  AbnhMn,  of  Chrmantowa  Township,  Taanap. 

Parinr,  John,  labourer,  Plymouth,  Philada.  Cowlv. 

Pylo,  Caleb,  Burr'd  &  disohU 

Pfke,  John,  do. 

Palmer,  John,        do. 

Prioe,  Peter,  lab^r,  Ifiddleton,  Busks  Co. 

Poor,  John,  tried  &  aoquitted. 

Parte,  AbUah,  Baei  Bndf<»d,  Chester  Co.. 

Proetor,  Joshua,  labourer,  Newton,.  Chester  Co. 

Palmer,  lUohard,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 

Perlie,  Peter,  yeoman,  Burhm,  Bucks  Co. 

Patterson,  John,  surr'd  ft  dischU* 

Piles,  WUliam,  mariner,  of  Philada.  Ci^. 

Pnwtor,  Joshua,  yeoman,  Neer  Garden,  Chefltet  Co* 

Pazton,  Joseph,  of  Middleton,  Books  Co.,  yeoman. 


Kaiilrln,  James,  of  Tort:  County,  yeoman. 

Boberts,  John,  of  Lower  Morion,  Philada.  Co.,  miller. 

Bankfn,  John,  of  Tork  Co.,  husbandman. 

Boberts,  Owen,  of  North'n  Co.,  Saw  miU  man. 

B«ine,  George,  of  Barl  Township,  Lano'r  Co.,  miller. 

-Beine,  John,  of  Lano'r  Co.,  husodn. 

Boas,  MaleoUn,  of  Philada. 

Boker,  Thomas,  of     do. 

Biddle,  James,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Bobeoon,  Peter,  do. 

Bobeeon,  Jonatlian,  jr.,  son  of  Jona.  Robeson,  of  THiitemarsh,  PhUa.  Ce. 

Boberts,  John,  Smith,  of  Upper  Dublin,  Philada.  Co. 

Biohardson,  Jaoob,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Bomigh,  Joseph,  of  "North^n  County,  yeoman. 

Bodgers,  John,  labourer,  Plumsted,  Bucks  Co. 

Biokey,  Alexander,  labourer,  of  Lower  WakeMd,  Bucks  Co. 

Begister,  Daniel,  surr'a  ft  disch'd.  ; 

Rymel,  John,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel  Township,  Korth^n  Co. 

Boas,  William,  eordwainer,  in  Walnut  street,  Philada. 

Baaael,  Matthew,  yeoman,  of  Wyom'g  Township,  North'd  Co. 

Bbodden,  William,  mariner,  Southwark. 

Roberta,  Hathan,  yeoman,  Bristol  Township,  Philada.  County. 

B4>besoii,  John,  eordwainer,  Whitpaine  Township,  Philada.  Co. 

Rimdley  Daniel,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 
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Bttd,  John,  military  officer  in  Britisji  serrioe,  late  of  Tinioam,  Books  Co. 
Ross,  Alexander,  yeoman,  of  The  Township  of  Pitt,  Westm'd  Co. 
Bankin,  William,  yeomani,  late  a  Goto,  of  mUitla,  Neir%«try/Yotk  Ctt. 


8. 

Shoemaker,  Samnel,  late  Alderman  of  The  City  of  Philada. 

Story,  Bnoeh,  merch't.  City  Philada. 

Stephenson,  James,  Baker,  in  Philada. 

Smith,  John,  late  guager  p^rt  of  Philada.* 

Skyles,  Henry,  of  ChesteS  County,  hnsbdn. 

Swanwiok,  John,  late  of  the  Custom  House,  Phila.,  k  late  of  Chester  Cou 

Sutton,  Joseph,  of  North'n  Co.,  husbandman. 

Sanderson,  Franols,  surr*d  k  disch'd. 

Sproat,  DaTid.  of  Philada. 

Story,  Thomas,  snrr'd  &  disch'd. 

Stephens,  James,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Stedman,  Charles,  junior,  Esqr.,  att*y,  Philada. 

Shepherd,  John,  stable  keeper,  Philada. 

Satter,  Peter,  snn^d  &  disoh'd. 

Sanr,  Christopher,  junr.,  of  German  Town 'Township,  printer. 

Sanr,  Christopher,  senior,  do.  do; 

Shoemaker,  Joseph,  surr'd  &  diseh'd. 

Snpplee,  Enoch,  farmer,  Norrington,  Philada.  Co. 

Styger,  Stephen,  snrr*d  &  disch'd. 

Stiles,  Edward,  do. 

Swanwiok,  Richard,  of  Chester  Co.,  late  of  the  Custom  Hoose,  PhOada. 

Skyles,  Henry,  of  Lancaster  Co.,  yeoman. 

Smyther,  James,  Engrayer,  City  Phila. 

Stansbury,  Joseph,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 

Spangler,  George.  Trader,  Philada.    ' 

Saur,  Peter,  Printer,  Germantown  Township,  Philada^  Co. 

Styer,  Stephen,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Skelton,  William,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Stackhonse,  John,  husbdn.,  of  Falls  Township,  Bucks  Co. 

Stackhouse,  John,  husbandman,  Bristol. 

Swift,  Joseph,  Gent,  late  Lt.  in  the  king's  army,  of  Bensaleniy  Bucka  C«- 

Stroud,  William,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Supplee,  John,  Ign's  Bill  &  disch'd. 

Smith,  William,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Spering,  John,  shoemaker,  Eastman,  North'n  Co. 

Stackhonse,  John,  husbandman,  of  Mount  Bethel,  Horth'n  Co, 

Stackhouse,  Robert,      do.  ^  do.  do. 

Snyder,  Peter,  do.  do.  do. 

Smith,  Alexander  Blacksmith,  Philada. 

Smith,  William  Drewitt,  druggist,  Philada. 

Stedman,  Alexander,  Esq.,  Gentl'n,  of  Philada. 

Silked,  Thomas,  yeoman,  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co. 

Shaw,  Jonathan,  late  Ensign  Cont'l  Army,  of  Bucks  Co^ 

Smith,  Andrew,  surr'd  &  £sch'd. 

StiUwell,  John,  yeoman,  Tuscarora,  Cnmb'd  Co. 

Starks,  Heniy,  yeoman,  Wyoming  Township,  North'd  Co. 

Steininger,  Henry,  (twice  proclaimed,)  yeomaD,Lynn  Town'p^Korth'd  Co. 

Sinclair,  George,  tanner,  of  West  Cain.,  Chester  Co. 

Simpson,  William,  Blacksmith,  Tyrone,  Cumb'd  Co. 
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ThMoafl,  Arthur,  Breeches  maker,  City  PhilMbL 

Thomaa,  Joseph,  late  sub  Sheriff,  Cheater  Connty. 

Thomas,  IfilUao^  of  Korth'd  Co.,  hnabandmaa. 

Xhomaa,  Joshua,  of  do.  do, 

Titlej,  Bei^aiidii,  saxr'd  &  disch'd. 

Tows,  Beigamiii,  do« 

Taylor,  William,  do. 

Thomas,  Arthur,  Juo'r,  hatter,  Plttladft.  City. 

Taylor,  William,  shipwright,  North'n  Liberties. 

ToUy,  John,  mariner^  Southwark. 

Thompson,  Dayid,    do. 

Taylor,  John,  Chichester,  Chester  Co.,  TaTem  keeper. 

Talbot,  John,  wheelwright,  Cbiohester,  Chester  Co* 

Trego,  Jaoob,  Blaoksmith,  Ooshen,  Chester  Co. 

Thorapson,  Joshua,  Taylor,    do.  do. 

Taylor.  John,  Grazier,  Ridley,  Chester  County. 

Todd,  Cortland,  miller,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Taylor,  Isaac,  yeomau,  Whitpaine  Township,  Phllada.  Co. 

Xalberi,  James,  trader,  of  Philada.  City. 

Thflnma^  Evan,  labotwrer,  Hilltown,  Buelu  Co. 

Tomer,  John,  meroh*!,  City  of  Philada. 

V, 

Temon,  Nathaniel,  late  Sheriff  Cheater  County. 

Temon,  Nathaniel,  JnnV,  laborer,  Chester  County.  '  ' 

.▼emer,  Fredetick,  of  Philada.,  yeoman. 

Vernon,  Gideon,  hnsbdn.,  ProTidenoe,  Chester  Co.  ;. 

Tesnor,  Elias,  sorr'd  &  disch'd. 
Vsoghaii,  John,  hosbdn:,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'n  Co. 
Yoght,  Christian,  apothecary,  of  Lancaster  Borough.  V 

W. 

i 
WaHon,  AlUoson'or  Albertson,  of  Bybeny,  Philada-  Co.,  (qo^r^  BcjUs 
Office,)  pardoned  by  Act  of  Assembly  in  case  he  surrendered.       .  f 

Wniet,  Waiter,  late  of  Southampton  Township,  Bucks  Co^ 
Wilson,  John,  of  Huntingdon  Township,  Tork  Co. 
WormaD,  Mfchael,  of  Lancaster  Co.,  innkeeper,  pardoned. 
'W>artMi,  Carpenter,  snrr'd  ^  dlsohU 
Wharton,  Isaac,  do. 

Welflang,  Henry,  tried  &  conyicted,  shoemaker,  Philada. 
Williams,  William,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Williams,  Ephraim,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co.  .     ^ 

Wilson,  Christopher,  husbdn.,  Ridley,  Chester  Co.,  tried  &  convicted. 
Worral,  Isaiah,  miller,  Springfield,  Chester  Co. 
Wood,  Moses,  hosbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'n  Co. 
William,  William,  miller,  of  Tork  County. 
WilliB,  Bichard,  gnnsmi^  of  Tork  County. 
WillaoB,  John,  of  Books  County,  oonTicted'  bit  pardoned  by  OmmH, 

July  ath,  1780. 
Wliite,  Robert,  merch't&  mariner,  Philada. 
WarreB,  James,  Brewer,  Philada. 

WHlght,  Winiam,  dyer  of  Path  Vafley,  CumVd  Co.  '     '         '  ' 

Wiston,  Richard,  yeoman,  of  Franks  Town,  Bedford  Co. 
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Wdteer,  QwtgPt  jwymaa,  Wyomingi  Korth*Mk>. 

Wertnan,  PhiUp,  George».(thi0  luune  twice  proplaiflgi^]  jeoiaaii,  Ljq^ 

Township,  North'n  Oo. 
WiUiMBS,  Dsnial,  of  Hoftiliun  Yowiuliip,  PhiUdft. 
Wftlker,  IsMO,  jeoman,  of  La43ltawaok  Settlomeait,  Horftfit  Go. 
Warder,  John  of  Philada.  City,  meroh't,  eon  of  Jeremiah,  Dec'd 
Wain,  Jamee,  jeoman.  Northern  LiberHes. 
Worthington,  Joseph,  lahonrer,  (son  of  Bioh'd  Worthingfeon,)  BoeUnghaii, 

Books  Gonntj. 
West^  William,  Jnnior,  snrr'd  &  disoh'd. 
Wright,  John,  HatTd,  Phtiada.  Co. 
Wright^  Jonathan,  of  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co.,  yeoman. 

T. 

Tomig,  John,  late  of  Qrnme  Parke,  Gentlemao. 

TttdaU,  Anthony,  snrr'd  &  disch'd. 

Tonng,  Darid,  hnsbdn.,  of  Monnt  Bethel,  Ko^'n  Co. 

York,  Thonuis,  sailmaker  ef  Philada.  City, 

Teldall,  Anthony,  Philada.,  druggist,  did  not  snitender  on  2d  pioel'n. 

I  John  HorrU,  Esaairei  Master  of  the  BoUi  for  1^6  Slule  Of 
PeDneylTaniAy  Do  Certify  that  the  within  Li«t  of  Naitiee  iff  a  trae 
Bxiraot  firom  the  several  ProohmiationB  issned  by  the  fiondmbh 
tiie  Snpreme  BzeontiTe  Oonnoil  of  the  said  State,  Snmmoninc 
them  respeotiTely  to  appear  and  anewer  to  oertain  Charges  of  High 
Treason. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  Hand  &  the  Se^ 
of  my  said  Offioe  at  PhiladelphiiL  the  28th  Day  of  NevsmWry 
A.  D.  1788. 

[8SAL.]  JOHN  MOBStSi  M.  B. 

Indonedf 

28d  Feb.,  1784.  Alphabetioal  list  of  all  the  persons  attunted  of 
High  Treason,  with  a  state  of  snob  as  have  been  aoqnitted  by  the 
Snjraeme  Court 

There  were  10  'proclamations  of  hat  Ooanoil|  in  1781,  for'  Will. 
Bankin. 

There  was  a  John  Taylor  of  Chester  Connty,  one  of  the  witUa, 
(qnere,  which,)  {mrdoiied  by  Oonndl,  Hav  dOth,  1782,  pipoyided  ha 
wonld  take  the  Oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  Stale,  and 
give  eeoority,  as  spe<»fied,  for  his  bebavionr  daring  the  war.* 


CoiTWcn.  TO  AMHxrB  St.  Claie^  Ac,  1T84. 

Circular, 

Philadelphia,  April  2S^,  1784. 
Sir, 
.  OewMil^  upon  Considering  the  exhaneted  state  of  the  Trm^rj, 
and  that  the  pnblio  exif;encie8  were  such  as  to  call  for  an  imniedials 
supply  they  have  aooordin^ly  directed  me  to  call  upon  you  in  the  moat 
presnng  manner  to  expedite  the  payment  of  the  money  now  in  J0«r 
*  See  letter  of  Goremor  of  Bouth  Carolina,  asidng  for  such  a  fist,  p.  79. 
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bandfl;  and  to  use  your  utmost  endeayoun  in  the  Oollection  of  Bach 
as  may  be  oirtrtaading — Ooimeil  depend  rnnoh  on  yoor  exertions  in 
this  business. 

I  am,  sir^  &e. 
Indoriedf 

1784,  April  ^th.  Te  Ardmr  &  Clair;  James  Mease  ft  Aler 
Bojd— ft  Sharp  Deiany. 

M8SBB0.  H1LLB6A8  AND  Fbanois  TO  OotmoiL,  1784. 

7o  his  Ezcelleney  the  Preeidenf  and  the  Honorable  the  Ezeeative 

Ooanoil  of  the  State  ef  Pennsylvania. 

In  Pnrsnanoe  of  your  appointment.  We  have  obtained  from  the 
Surveyor  Qeneral  a  draft  or  the  Groand  in  which  the  Barracks  in 
tiie  Northern  Liberties  are  erected,  and  attended  a  Surveyor  to  run 
the  lines  and  examine  the  buildings ;  Bnt  as  yet  we  have  not  pro* 
eeeded  so  fiir  as  to  form  the  several  sub-divisions  of  that  Ground,  so 
tlMt  it  might  be  disposed  of  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

That  it  is  at  present  the  opinion  of  divers  Inhabitants,  as  well  as 
^oor  own,  That  it  woidd  be  most  benefidal  before  the  Ground  is  sub- 
divided, That  all  the  buildings,  except  the  large  House  in  the  middle 
of  the  west  front,  be  disposed  of  in  parcels  of  one  or  more  Houses, 
obliging  the  purchasers  to  pull  them  down  within  a  limited  time,  ft 
remove  the  materials — for  the  following  Beasons :— * 

!•! — ^Xhe  Vacant  Lots  will  probably  sell  much  higher  than  they 
would  were  these  small  buildings  to  remain,  and  consequently  be 
inhabited  by  persons  most  of  whom  would  not  make~  the  besit  of 
Neighbours. 

2*^r — ^The  Boofs  being  put  on  about  26  vears  ago,  and  the  Shin- 
gles, in  A  few  years  more,  consequently  will  be  rotten,  if  they  are 
not  so  in  some  degree  already,  being  on  a  very  low  pitch. 

3dir — ^xhe  Bricks,  at  the  present  high  price,  will  probably  sell  for 
as  much  as  new  may  hereafter  be  bought  for,  with  the  expence  of 
laying. 

4rk]7 — ^xhat  when  those  buildings  are  disposed  of  and  torn  down, 
the  Ground  may  be  sub-divided  to  much  greater  advantage,  a  stbe 
lines  will  be  unshackled,  and  no  regard  {leed  be  paid  to  the  present 
partitions  of  the  Bouses,  all  of  which  are  lathed  and  plaistered, 
except  where  the  Chimneys  are,  and  in  a  ruinous  Condition,  as  well 
as  the  Floors,  Window  Gases,  &o.,  &c. 

The  Consideration  of  all  which  we  submit  to  your  Excelleney  and 
the  Honorable  the  Executive  CounoiL  And  waiting  for  your  further 
Ordessi 

We  are^  with  the  greatest  esteem. 

Your  most  Obedient  Servants, 

W  HILLEGAS, 
TENCH  FIIANCIS. 

Philadelphia,  AprU  29, 1784. 
Vol.  X-.12. 
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Sbc'T  ABMBTBOHe  TO  EPHBAIM  D0ITeLA88»   1784« 

PhUad%  April  30, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  am  diiaeted  by  Oonaoil  to  infinrn  yon  tbat  they  haye  reoeired 
your  Letter  of  the  10*^  Instant  with  the  Indoaore,  i  obeenre  widi 
surprize  that  the  Names  of  Arnold  Porter  as  Inspector,  &  Lewis 
Deem  &  Charles  Porter  as  Assistant  Jadges,  are  all  of  the  same 
Handwriting.  The  Retiim  also  mentions  the  Vacancy  being  oeca- 
stoned  by  dividing  the  Township  of  Manallm  into  three  Townships; 
but  it  does  not  appear  when  or  by  what  Authmty  the  said  Town- 
ship was  divided.  Council  therefore  desire,  that  yon  would,  as  soon 
as  possible,  transmit  to  this  Office  a  List  of  the  scTeral  Townahips 
or  Districts  for  choosing  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Council  hsTe  also  received  a  Betum  for  Wharton  Township,  in 
Fayette  County,  mentioning  a  Vacancy,  &  signed  with  the  Names  of 
Thomas  Ramsay,  William  McClellan  &  Moses  Hall,  all  of  which  are 
of  the  same  Handwriting  also.  Both  these  Returns  are  rejected.  I 
send  up  by  General  Nevill  six  Copies  of  a  late  Law  for  Justioea  of 
the  Peace. 

I  am,  suTj  with  much  respect. 
Your  most  obedient 

and  very  bumble  servanti 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG  Jr.,  Seo^. 
Dirteted, — To  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esq.,  Proth'y  of  Bkyette. 
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Washington  County,  May  2"',  1784. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  your  Excellency  by  Cap*  Hughes  ft  M' 
Morrison,  Officers  in  late  Ranging  Washington  Com'y.  Tour  Ex- 
eellenoy  will  please  to  remember  that  Cap*  Hughes  was  before  your 
Board  to  settle  the  Recruiting  ace*,  but,  unfortunately,  he  had  lost 
(or  at  least  some  of  his  Subalterns)  some  of  their  attestations,  which 
they  have  not  yet  found,  but  hold  Certificates  from  the  Gentlemen 
who  mustered  the  men,  which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  consider 
as  sufficient. 

'  There  was  an  Order  from  your  board  directing  tbat  Cap*  Stokel/, 
of  the  Westmoreland  Rangers,  should  settle  the  accounts  of  both 
Comp^j  in  Consequence  of  which,  M'  Morrison,  then  the  com- 
msndiog:  Officer  of  the  Washington  Rangers,  sent  his  accounts 
with  me  when  last  at  Philadelphia,  to  deliver  to  the  Captain,  who 
was  Expected  down  in  Obedience  to  y*  Order ;  but  he  never  «p- 


poured  through  the  three  months  that  I  was  in  the  City,  and  Gonse- 
qneotlj  had  to  bring  the  aocoonts  baek  nnaettkd.  M'  l^orrison 
now  Expects  to  settlct  them  himself,  and  I  hope  your  Exoellenoy 
will  please  to  give  Directions  aocordingly — ^permit  me  here  to  Tea 
yon,  that  H'  Morrison  is  a  Very  Vigilant  offioef,  sod  mtdn  the 
Chmder  of  an  honest  and  upright  man. 

Year  Sxoellency  will  also  please  to  remembery  that  I  informed 
the  Board  that  your  Orders  for  disoharging  the  Company  of  diis 
Oonnty  did  not  arrive  to  M'  Morrison,  nnm  one  month  slier  the 
date  or  time  the  Compy.  should  have  been  discharged ;  but  that  on 
leeerriog  the  Orders  they  were  immediately  discharged ;  that  during 
this  Time,  the  Company  did  duty,  and  provisions  were  Issued  as 
usual) — ^your  Bzcellency  and  Council,  on  tiiis  representation,  agreed 
to  pay  to  the  Comply  and  Contractor  for  the  superfluous  Time  of 
Service.  I  only  mention  this  Giroumstanoe  to  refresh  your  KxccA* 
lenoy's  memoiry^  and  by  refering  [to]  your  minutes  I  presume  it  will 
be  found ;  it  is  matter  of  fact  which  I  hope  your  EjDoellency  wiO 
recoUeot 

I  have  the  hon'  to  be, 

with  perfect  Esteem  &  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  Obed^, 
Very  hurnb*  Serv*, 

DOKSEY  PENTECOST.   • 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 

Hon'  by  lieu*  Moirison. 


Pbbs.  of  Conqress  to  Pbes.  Dickiksov,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27  of  April,*  being  a  Requisition  for  the  purpose  of  ^dis- 
oharging the  Arrears  of  Interest  due  on  the  National  Debt,  &c.  Also, 
an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  29*^  of  AfHril,  reoomfuending  to  the  States 
claiming  Western  Territory  immediate  and  liberal  Cessions  thereof 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Bespect  &  Esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  and  humble  Serti 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Annapolis,  May  6*^  1784. 
His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 

*  8ee  pags  242-260. 
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jAMBd  Jacks  to  Pbxs.  DiojONflOR^  1784. 


M  , 


*  i  hmf  obiervei  tliat  the  nefw  €omimflrioii8  fbr  the  Hagirtrailes^ 
that  Gounctl  have  sent  me  in  otder  to  be  noonkd,  difier  reaj  nooh 
bran  the  old  ones  bimb  the  Retolatioi^  the  fiormer  apeoMtd  a  oom- 
uiBBioii  of  the  peaoe,  Commoa  pleaB,  and  Orphana  court,  bat  the 
latter  floems  oaafiaed,  aome  to  the  peaoe,  and  otfaars  to  tbe  oommoa 
plena. 

There  aie  bobk  Gentlemen  here,  that  aie  of  oproion,  that  ttotwith- 
atanding  the  old  OoadmiBBion  of  the  peaoe,  ia  fiz^red  agreeable  to 
tiie  Oonatitatkm,  that  thaj  remain  ettil  a  Jaatioe  of  tbe  Oomtnom 
pleaa,  mnttU  sooh  times  as  Oonnoil  sopexaeeds  theln,  and  that  hf 
mrtae  of  their  old  Oomrniarion  aHho'  the  aaren  years  is  past,  have 
a  right  to  take  acknowiedgsments  of  Bseda  and  ait  as  Judges  in  the 
Coart  of  Common  pka8--Ht  seems  to  me  thatOoonoii  ave  of  a  diffBrent 
opinion  by  their  sending  several  new  commissions  of  the  Oommoa 
pleas  to  those  who  were  Jnsticea  before  theee  seyea  years  past,  I 
woold  therefore  request  yon  would  lay  the  ntatter  before  Council,  so 
that  they  would  be  pleased  to  send  me  their  opinion  conoeming  the 
prembes  in  order  that  I  may  act  agreeable  to  their  direction. 

I  am  shr,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
*  year  fizcellencys  most 

obedient  humble  servant. 

JAMES  JACKS. 

Lanoaster,  May  7^,  1784. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Fennel-,  Pbihdelphia. 
Indorsedf 

Letter  from  James  Jacks,  Recorder  of  Lancaster  county. 


ChrisiopherHats  To  Pres,  Diokikbok,  1784. 

Westmoreland  Oonaiy,  12«»  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

After  my  respectful  compliments  to  your  Excellency  and  Family, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  observe  something  with  regard  to  our  Western 
Country.  I  am  informed  by  good  authority  that  Indians  have  killed 
two  men  about  two  weeka  ago  at  or  near  Cross  creek  on  the  western 
extremity  of  this  Sutc.  And  at  Keotuoke  they  have  killed,  <thia 
last  Spring  and  Winter  about  eighteen  Persons. 

People  seem  to  be  uneasy  that  nothing  appears  to  be  doing  with 
respect  to  a  Treaty  with  the  Savages ! 
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The  k(e  appoialtneKift  of  LimUenami  of  the  Couniy  of  Fayttte 
MBiDfl  to  give  the  well  affeeted  to  tbie  Omftmm&U  ■ome  nmbngel 
Uki  I  think  veiy  jiMitlj !  If  thoaa  we  bare  been  ooniendng  with  sa 
loBgy  aad  after  having  bad  to  mncb  tnmble  to  aapfort  the  Sights  oT 
PemiBjrlTiDia  againat  a  People  yet  eaemiaa  in  thair  Haarta  to  lb# 
GoTeinaie«t  are  to  have  tbeir  Lutda  Patented  at  tm  aUSiin^  aterliag 
^  Hundj^d  aerea  and  thoaa  who  Iiave  beea  good  anbjeoti  and  have 
■offered  foi  their  attnohnent  to  the  Govornment  to  pay  at  the  rate 
of  ten  Pounds  and  they  to  mle  over  ns  into  the  BargaiB|  is  extra* 
ordiaary  indeed  1  Sappose  no  Person  had  oontended  for  the  rigbta 
ef  Pennsylvania  in  thiB  qnarter^and  nnivereal  eoaaent  bad  JSma 
fskied  by  Virginiay  is  it  probable  that  yon  wimld  have  effeeted  ampto 
Jastioe  to  the  State  ao  readily  ?  Seeing  the  manner  faithful  auhjeeta 
of  Pennsylvania  are  treated;  would  your  ExeelloDoy  wonder  if  they 
woukL  be  ready  to  join  any  party  or  new  State  ftetion  that  might 
offer?  I  am  persuaded  your  filxcelleney  must  have  had  matteis 
misrepresented;  It  eannot  be  your  Exeelleney'a  wiab  to  givetho 
least  offenoe  to  the  good  oitiaens  of  this  Oommonwealth,  if  iaen  of 
Charaeter  and  CireuBastanoes ;  men  who  have  borne  the  burtbea 
thio'  the  War  are  to  be  displaeed  fh>m  offioe  and  no  raasons  given, 
no  Gomplainty  no  bearing  to  Justify  tbemselves,  If  there  are,  few; 
indeed^  1  may  say  few  that  have  any  Beputation  to  loae  will  Oara 
to  aeoept  of  any  offioe  under  the  Government. 

My  bind  Oomplimenta  to  General  Bwing,  General  Irvine  &  Col* 
Wall 

Am  Sir  with  the  highest  mspeot^ 
Yonr  EsmeUenqys  most  obedient 
HnmBle  servant, 

CHKISTOPHEB  HATS. 
IHrected, 

His  EzcellcQoy  John  Diclinson;  Esqnirei  President  of  the  Stote 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon*  by  Coh  Bdw^  Cook. 

COMMISSIOKBES    FOR     TRBATING    WITH     INDIANS     TO    PRSS« 
DiCKINSOK,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  be^  leave  to  aoknowledge  the  reoeipt  of  an  officml  letter  from 
yoor  Elzcellency  of  the  ^9^i>  of  February  last*  informing  us  that  the 
Snpreme  Executive  Council  "  in  pursuanee  of  a  Besolution  of  the 
'^  General  Assembly  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  last  September  bad 
''appointed  us)  in  oonjunotion  with  William  Maolay,  Esqs)  com- 
t*  missioners  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  clsimiuff  the  unpur* 
''chased  Territory  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  this  State  for 
"  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  same." 

*  CoL  R6C.,  XIV.,  p.  40. 
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Highly  seoflible  of  the  honour  oonferred  and  the  Tnut  roposed  in 
us  we  should  have  embiaoed  an  earlier  opportunity  of  returning  our 
thanks  to  your  BzoeUenoy  and  Ooondl  and  of  oommnnieatin^  with 
you  upon  the  important  business  of  our  appointment,  but  oireum- 
itanoes  oeourred  soon  afler  the  reeeipt  of  your  letter  whieh  made  it 
ritiflolutely  neoessary  foot  tH'  Maelay  to  visit  his  Family  with  whom 
he  still  remains,  similar  eiroumstanoee  presented  themselves  to  Col* 
▲tlee  since  whieh  until  yery  lately  we  eonld  not  with  propriety 
address  you  on  this  subject 

Conformably  to  the  Dedre  of  Counoil  as  expressed  in  your  Bzoel« 
lenojs  Letter,  of  our  obtaining  the  fullest  Information  as  soon  as 
possible,  of  all  the  circumstanoes  that  will  be  connected  with  the 
ezeoation  of  this  trust,  we  beg  leaye  first  to  obeenre,  That  the  Indians 
to  be  treated  with  are  the  Six  Nations,  yis.,  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas, 
Tuscaroras,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  Seneoas,  the  Shawanees  Indians 
and  Belawaies.  With  regard  to  the  notices  to  be  communicated  to 
theni  and  the  persons  by  whom  such  notices  shall  be  sent,  we  con* 
ceifc  there  would  be  a  great  propriety,  in  these  particulars,  of  acting 
in  conjunction  with  the  Contiuental  commissioners. 

We  beg  leaye  to  suggest  that  Samuel  Weiser  ^whose  Father  was 
much  esteemed  by  the  Six  Nations  and  formerly  their  Interpreter  at 
almost  eyery  Treaty  for  a  series  of  years)  is  considered  by  us  as  a 
suitable  person  not  only  to  senre  the  notices  but  to  act  as  an  Inter-* 
pmter,  being  fully  acquainted  with  their  Langusge  ft  Customs  from 
a  long  residence  in  their  Country  and  also  possessed  of  their  confidence 
in  so  high  a  Degree  as  eyen  to  be  adopted  among  them. 

In  regard  to  the  most  suitable  time  &  plaoe  of  holding  a  Treaty 
you  will  permit  us  to  observe  we  entertain  an  opinion  that  the  power 
of  fixing  these  will  be  exercised  more  properly  by  Congress  through 
their  Commisdoners,  but  beinff  informed  that  the  continental  com<> 
missioners  have  not  formed  a  Soard  at  New  York  through  the  non- 
atteodance  of  several  of  the  members  and  that  General  Butler  is  now 
on  his  way  to  Congress  to  make  report  of  the  arrangements  neoessary 
to  be  made  previous  to  a  treaty,  we  cannot  therefore  qntil  his  Return 
or  untill  we  shall  hear  from  him  eive  an  answer  on  this  Head  witk 
Any  possible  preoibion,  unless  it  shall  be  the  opinion  of  your  Excel- 
lency and  Council  that  we  are  authorised  to  negociate  a  Bargain  with 
the  Indians  for  the  unpurchased  Lands  within  the  State  independent 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  with  Submission  we  conceive 
Tioga  or  Wyaloosing  on  the  East  Branch  of  Sasquehanna  to  be  the 
most  proper  place  to  meet  the  Six  Nations,  at  the  same  time  we  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  the  Disposition  of  the  Delawares  at  the  Treaty 
of  1775  at  Fort  Htt  (and  we  are  informed  the  same  spirit  still 
exists,)  dearly  evinoes  the  necessity  of  having  them  present  at  any 
Bargain  we  shall  make  with  the  Six  Nations,  the  Delawares  at  that 
Treaty  having  declared  themselves  independent  of  them,  so  thai 
perliaps  it  may  deem'd  expedient  to  have  another  Council  Fire 
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kindled  to  tbo  westward  to  tooommodate  the  Delawares,  Shawanese 
and  such  of  the  Western  Tribes  as  may  be  in  any  wise  inteircsted. 

The  provisions  necessary  to  be  laid  in  for  the  Indians  during  the 
Treaty  we  conceive  should  be  at  the  ezpenoe  of  the  Oontinent  pro- 
vided we  do  not  treat  separately,  and  in  respect  to  the  form  of  the 
Treaty  most  proper  to  be  adopted,  we  apprehend  it  eligible  to  pursue 
former  precedents  as  near  as  possible  manv  of  which  we  are  already 
possessed  of,  presents  we  presume  are  highly  necessary  a  List  of  the 
articles  together  with  an  estimate  of  their  prices  we  shall  have  the 
honour  to  lay  before  yon  hereafter. 

We  will  just  add  that  sundry  contingent  expences  will  arise  in 
transacting  this  Business,  such  as  hiring  Kzpreasesy  sending  Hessen* 
gersinto  the  Indian  GountrieSy  procuring  Strings  &  Belts  of  Wampom 
Ac  We  therefore  submit  to  the  Consideration  of  Council  the  suiu 
^hioh  shall  be  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

After  submitting  another  opinion  whether  a  joint  Commissioa 
should  not  be  made  out  for  us  under  the  Seal  signed  by  the  president 
in  Council  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  hnmble  servants. 
SAM.  J*  ATLEE, 
FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

May  17»,  1784. 


Thomas  Babclay  to  Pbb.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Paris,  17  May,  1784. 

.  Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  Your  Exeellency  the  Arret 
6f  His  Majesty's  Council  of  State  for  Confirming  the  Privileges, 
which  the  Ports  of  Dunkirk  &  Marseilles  have  for  some  Time  en- 
joyed^ and  for  Establishing  L'  Orient  &  Bayonne  as  free  Ports.  I 
b^  leave  to  refer  to  the  Arret,  and  remain  with  great  Respect 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  b 

most  humble  Serv*, 
THOS.  BABCLAY. 
Jhdorsedf 

1784,  August  19th.    From  Thomas  Barclay,  American  Consul 
at  Paris. 
J?£reeted 

Sin  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq*^,  Philadelphia. 


9» 
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CovNcn.  10  TnonEWvtAJUtay  1784. 

SearetuT'B  Offios,  PhiUdeipIua,  Vmj  27tfa,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  direotion  of  Goanoll  I  ineloie  yott  nme  pmfed  forme  of 
Betvms  of  BleeUons  for  Jastieee  of  the  Pomb,  whnh  jo«  will  send 
to  the  serenl  diatriots  in  yoor  Gonnty. 

Goandl  desite  that  no  preeept  for  holdinr  a  new  BkotioB  in  any 
jjiatrlet  be  issned  nntil  after  a  vaeanoy  shall  happen  by  the  expira- 
tion  of  seven  years  from  the  date  »f  the  Commission,  or  otherwise  a» 
the  law  directs.  Ton  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  grre  the  aeoes- 
sary  information  on  this  head  to  the  seveml  districts. 

Connoil  also  wish  yon  to  be  partionlarly  attentire  in  the  distribO' 
tion  of  the  Laws  and  Minutes  of  the  Gkn.  Assembly,  as  there  are 
many  complaints  from  different  parts  of  the  state  of  negleet  in  Mb 
business. 


No.  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
16. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
10. 
SO. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
26. 


Salbs  or  Barraoxs,  1784.* 

Chnstloib  BartiiDg,    - 

m                     m                     m 

£25  15 

John  Keen, 

- 

36  10 

Matthew  Glarkflon,     - 

■                      •                      ■ 

83 

Do.        " 

•        . 

S3 

Michael  OroreSi 

. 

82 

John  Keen, 

.         '            . 

51  10 

John.  Etridge,    - 

. 

83 

John  WilliamBy- 

•                     •                      • 

83  10 

Nicholaa  BibeU, 

... 

33 

Dr.  John  Morgan, 

• 

80  10 

William  Wiltiamif,      • 

• 

85  10 

John  Keen, 

.                     •                      • 

40 

Dr.  John  Morgan,     - 

. 

29  10 

Do.        « 

*                     tf                     •• 

29 

Alex.  Qaarrier,  • 

. 

89 

Do.        «       .        . 

... 

47 

Do.        «       .        . 

. 

83 

Do.        «       -        . 

... 

81 

Do.        «       . 

... 

66 

Peter  Oxeas,       - 

... 

»2 

Richard  Marfwet, 

... 

89 

OhnstUn  Copier, 

... 

82  10 

George  Forepangh,     - 

. 

83  10 

Do.        « 

... 

83  10 

Do.        "       - 

... 

46 

*  There  is  a  plan  of  these  lots  in  the  Secretary's  office* 
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26.  William  Sbaw,  - 

27.  Dr.  John  Morgan, 

28.  Nich.  Broom,     - 

29.  Philip  Pancake, 
80.  Do.        "       . 


Nich.  Ribell,  2  Neoeaaary's; 


85  10 
83  10 
85 

88 

86  10 

£1079  15 
8  4 

£1082  19* 

Davii>  Rittbnhousb  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1784. 

May  29th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Dr.  Ewing  and  Captain  Hatohins  have  both  applied  to  me  to  have 
aome  money  advanced  in  part  of  their  pay  as  Oommissioners  for 
determioiDg  the  Boundary  between  this  State  and  Tirginia,  prepa- 
ratory to  their  leaving  this  Oity.  I  must  request  the  approbation  of 
Council  for  this  purpose,  unless  Council  should  think  proper  to 
issue  a  regular  warrant  for  the  same,  which  will  be  most  agreeablot 
I  am.  Sir,  your  moat  obed't,  Humble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSE,  Treas. 
P.  S.    The  sum  required  is  £100  each. 
Dirededf 

His  Excellency,  the  President  in  Council. 
Bead  in  Council  and  two  orders  granted. 


Proposals  eob  "  LABBLLiNa  "  the  City  and  for  a 

DiRSOTORT,  1784* 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  And  the  Honourable  the  Executive 
OiMUioil  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  Honours, 

The  inclosed  Plan  having  been  shewen  to  a  number  of  redpectable 
Qentlemen  and  Merchants  in  this  City  and  meeting  with  their 
Approbation ;  it  is  now  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency  and 
Hononis:  respectfully  hoping  it  will  merit  your  Protection  and 
Authority  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

*  These  lots  were  bounded  by  Second  and  Third  Streets,  in  N.  L.,  near 
St. 

12* 
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To  the  Pablio  in  Qeneral,  and  the  Gitisens  of  Philadelphia  in 

particolaFi 

When  the  projector  of  any  Scheme  which  he  wiaheSi  or  intends 
for  pablio  benefit  or  ntility,  makes  it  pablioy  it  ought  to  be  dear, 
distinct  &  nnembarrassody  and  the  end  proposed  imediately  obyions; 
the  necessity  should  strike  eyery  man  at  the  first  View ;  the  following 
proposals,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  being  possessed  of  and  filled  with  this 
striking  quality,  must  be  evident  to  eyery  good  Gitisen,  and  wdl 
wisher  to  this  flourishing  &  opulent  Gity. 

As  uncertainty  and  perplexity  are  eyer  held  bars  in  the  way  of 
GommehM,  and  impediments  in  Business ;  and  as  the  present  undi* 
reoted,  and  confused  situation  of  this  great  Gity  is  at  this  period^ 
the  proposers  of  the  following  plan,  haying  maturely  weigh'd,  and 
digested  their  present  scheme,  but  being  unable  on  their  own  bottom 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  on  that  full,  extensiye,  and  elegant  plan, 
which  it  demands  and  with  which  it  ought  to  be  executed,  and  that, 
as  no  tax  can  be  levied  for  the  same,  or  any  man  obliged  to  pay  his 
money  without  his  consent,  the  proposers  are  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  the  public  whose  generosity,  and  protection,  have  ever 
been  liberal  on  similar  occasions. 

The  proposers  therefore  wish  to  open  a  Subscription  for  the  re^- 
lar  labeling  every  Street,  Lane,  Gourt,  Alley,  and  distinguishing 
every  public  Edifice,  Building,  Seminary  &  Meeting  in  the  Gity,  to 
be  neatly  and  distinctly  painted  on  boards,  to  be  placed  at  a  conve- 
nient, and  proper  height,  in  right  angles,  at  each  comer  of  every 
Street,  Lane,  Court,  and  Alley,  and  the  houses  to  be  regularly  num* 
bered  on  the  several  doors,  begining  at  the  extremity  of  the  Gi^ 
from  North,  to  S^uth,  and  from  Bast,  to  West,  proceeding  nomari- 
cally  through  the  whole. 

The  proposers  farther  intend,  with  the  concurrence  and  assistance 
of  the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Traders  &  others,  to  publish  an  annoal 
and  General  Eegister,  and  Directory,  alphabetically  &  numerically 
digested,  of  the  Kesidence,  Business,  or  Occupation  of  every  honae- 
keeper,  agreeable  to  their  numbers  throughout  the  whole,  which  will 
be  a  sure  guide^  and  easy  Pocket  Gompanion  to  all  strangers,  and 
not  without  its  imediate  use,  even  to  the  oldest  residents,  and  whtck 
will  intirely  do  away  that  uncertainty,  and  fraquent  nerplexity  which 
at  present  so  generally  subsists^  and  is  so  much  the  oompJaint  of 
all  foreigners,  and  in  a  great  measure  prevent  the  trouble  of  enqfii- 
rers,  and  the  labour  of  instruction,  m  making  ignorant  persona 
understand  the  long  directions,  and  all  strangers  would  at  one  View 
find  out  their  friends,  acquaintance,  and  adress,  by  applying  to  the 
Book,  under  the  Title  of  the  PkOaddphia  Annual  and  QeMrai 
DirecloTy. 

Should  the  above  Sketch  merit  the  attention  of  the  Public,  the 
proposers  further  intend  opening  a  public  office  of  Begister  and 
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Intelligence!  in  one  of  the  meet  pnblio  Btreete  of  the  Oity,  where  on 
vaj  pereons  remoying  firom  one  place  to  another^  they  nav  imedi* 
atel  J  apply,  and  have  their  residence  registered  anew^  and  where  one 
of  the  parties  will  constantly  attend  to  give  intelligence  and  infer* 
tofttion ;  and  fcr  the  transacting  all  Bosinees  in  the  Register  and 
Intelligence  OffioCi  on  the  same  Plan|  as  in  London,  Dablm,  Ac* 
Indonedy 

June  l**!  1784.    Proposals  for  Labelling  the  Oity.    Bead  in 
OoancU  &  rejected. 


Dbposhzons  Btar Bcxina  bsoapb  or  C.  J.  db  LoNascHAMP. 

1784. 

Pennsylrania^  as. 

Before  the  Honorable  the  Yioe  President  of  the  State  of -PemiSTl- 
vania  personally  appeared  William  de  Luccy  late  Captain  in  the 
American  serYice,  and  being  dnly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  That 
on  Thursday  last,  he  attenaed  at  the  Chambers  of  the  honorable 
George  Bryan,  Esqaire,  in  order  to  give  bail  for  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  De  Longohamps  in  case  it  should  be  necessary,  where  he  under- 
stood the  matter  was  to  be  determined  at  three  o'clock  the  same 
day  at  the  State  house.    That  afterwards  Mr.  De  Longchamps  went 

*  It  is  unoertain  who  was  the  anthor  of  the  fcregoing  proposals  as  thsj 
hear  neither  name  or  date,  being  indorsed  as  "of  June  1784»  haTiBfE  been 
read  in  Council  and  rejected/'  though  they  are  not  noticed  on  the  minutes. 
As  two  Directories  were  printed  the  next  year,  1785,  it  is  probable  one  of 
the  Compilers  was  the  author.  These  were  Francis  White  and  Capt.  John 
MoPherson,  both  of  whom  were  brokers,  &e.  They  were  the  first  Direoto- 
lies  printed  in  Philadelplda,  and  were  perh^s  in  oppositton  to  each  other-* 
the  plans  differ. 

'•White's  Philadelphia  Directoiy  "  was  an  8to.  pamphlet,  containing  83 
pages  of  about  45  names,  arranged  partially  in  alphabetical  order,  and  con- 
tained also  Miscellaneous  matter,  Tiz.,  lists  of  Public  Offices,  Ministers, 
Lawyers,  Physietans,  Stages  and  Packets,  &c.  Not  bating  the  adtaatagefof 
nnmben,  the  rssidonts  are  said  to  Utc  in  siieh  a  street^  between  sooh  and 
aeeh  streets. 

"  Macpherson's  Directory  for  the  City  and  Suburbs,  extending  to  I^ime  St 
southward.  Maiden  St.  northward,  and  10th  St.  westward,"  was  a  duodecimo 
pamphlet,  containing  152  pages  of  about  40  names  each.  The  editor  took 
the  pains  to  number  the  houses,  STon  stables,  and  allowing  for  the  spaces  to 
be  Indlt  np ;  Ms  plan  was,  to  follow  "  the  course  of  the  sun  flrom  whenoe  the 
Cambers  oommenoe,"  i.  e.  *<  the  cross  streets  from  Market  beginning  at  the 
N.  W.  oomer,  and  ending  at  the  8.  W.  comer."  The  names  are  more  per- 
fectly arranged  alphabetically  than  White's.  There  is  one  eccentricity 
about  it,  howoTer';  when  he  applied  to  a  person  who  would  not  fttmish  the 
name  (as  was  fVeqnenUy  the  case)  instead  of  the  name  h^would  set  down 
opposite  the  number,  the  answer  given,  thus  <*  what  you  please,"  "  I  shall 
not  giye  it,"  "  I  won't  tell  you«"  ftc.  Both  compilers  expected  to  issue 
annually.  It  is  probable  that  Maopherson  made  the  aboTO  applioation  t» 
Counoil.  It  is  belieyed  no  other  Direotory  was  published  till  1791,  (when 
the  oity  was  perliaps  regularly  numbered)  by  C.  Biddle. 
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matt  with  the  sheriff;  &  went  to  his  own  house .  this  dqxmant  joined 
Mr.  Tiuner  &  Mr.  MoPherson  and  went  np  stairs  of  Mr.  Lone* 
eharaps  hoase  with  tbem.  That  he  saw  the  Sheriff  in  the  room  & 
immediately  Mr.  Longchamps  came  in,  &  the  Sheriff  asked  him  how 
Mrs.  Longohamps  did,  and  if  he  was  jready  to  go  to  G-oal  with  him : 
Mr.  Longchamps  said  his  wife  was  very  sick,  &  asked  the  Sheriff 
for  Leave  to  shift  his  cioathe  that  he  might  attend  the  trial  in  the 
afternoon  properly.  That  the  Sheriff  gave  him  leave  &  desired  him 
to  make  as  mach  haste  ss  possible  that  he  might  oondnot  him  to 
Qoal  Immediately  Mr.  de  Longchamp's  went  out  &  Mr.  McPherson  & 
Mr.  Turner  soon  after  followed  him.  This  was  about  half  an  hour 
after  twelve  o'clock.  That  in  a  little  time  Mrs.  Di  Longchamps  came 
down  &  took  up  stairs  a  pitchw  of  water,  and  then  came  down 
-  again  &  took  up  stairs  a  piece  of  soap.  That  Mrs.  De  Longchamp 
came  down  a  third  time  and  sat  in  the  room  with  the  Sheriff  &  this 
deponant  after  some  conversation  about  her  health  &  her  not  being 
able  to  visit  Mr.  De  Longchamp  in  Goal,  the  Sheriff  tbok  out  hia 
watch  &  desired  Mrs.  Longchamp's  to  go  up  &  tell  her  husband  that 
he  could  wait  no  longer — She  went  up  &  soon  aftewards  came  down 
k  said  her  husband  was  not  up  stairs — Immediately  the  Sheriff 
run  up  stairs  &  searched  the  house,  &  then  went  down  stairs  &  desired 
people  who  were  passing  to  help  him  to  search  the  house  k  to  dis- 
cover Mr.  de  Longchamps.  That  the  Sheriff  made  enquries  every 
where  in  the  neighbourhood  if  any  person  had  seen  him  (de  Long- 
diamps)  go  off.  That  the  horse  which  was  at  the  door  when  this 
deponant  went  in,  was  not  there  when  the  Sheriff  came  down  afber 
searohinff  the  house.  That  every  part  of  the  house  was  searched,  k 
the  Sheriff  sent  off  for  constables ;  and  when  they  came,  the  Sheriff 
went  to  ^t  his  horse,  &  this  deponent  went  off  also.  That  this 
deponent  has  never  seen  de  Longchamps  from  the  time  he  went  oat 
of  the  room  where  the  sheriff  was,  as  above  related.  That  he  know9 
nothing  further  of  the  manner  of  his  escape.  That  he  has  never 
heard  any  person  say  where  he  is  concealed — That  he  does  not  know 
the  hand  writing  of  either  of  the  Letters  now  shown  to  him,  addres- 
sed to  Mr.  Marbois,  nor  by  whom  they  were  sent ;  nor  has  he  eT«r 
heard  who  wrote  or  sent  the  said  Letters  or  either  of  them-^And 
further  this  deponant  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  DE  LUCE. 
Sworn  this  5  Day  of  June,  1784,  before 

JAMES  BWING.* 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  before  the 
subscriber  one  of  the  Justices  the  peace,  in  &  for  the  County  of 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  115, 117, 120, 185,  186,  18i,  689,  Stc 
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Pktfaid%  to  bifli  assigned  &e.,  personally  appeared  George  Taniefi 
irho  being  duly  swora  &  of  fall  age  doth  depose  &  saj — ^Thak  aboot 
Boon  OD  last  Thursday  he  was  gonig  to  the  Chamber  of  Mr.  Jostiee 
Bryaoi  k  in  Vine  street  saw  Mr.  Wm  MoPberson  who  called  to  this 
deponaoi  k  informed  him  that  the  Argument  respeoting  Mr.  Be 
LoDgobampe  was  adjourned ;  whereupon  this  deponant  turned  back 
«od  aeeoippanied  Mr.  MoPberson  to  the  house  of  Mr.  De  Long- 
champs.  That  Mr.  MePheraon  asked  him  to  go  up  stairs^  whieh  hb 
didy  and  there  found  the  Sheriff  in  a  room  as  he  belieres  alone,  that 
■eon  after  de  Longehamps  oame  in  &  said  that  his  Wife  was  sick,  ft 
on  the  bed.  That  some  oonversatiou'  then  took  place  between  the 
said  de  Longehamps  and  the  Sheriff,  the  purpose  of  which  this  depo* 
nant  understood  to  be,  that  Mr.  de  Longehamps  wanted  to  put  on 
olean  deaths — ^That  the  Sheriff  told  him  he  eould  wait,  but  desired 
bim  to  lose  no  time.  That  De  Longehamps  then  went  out,  &  this 
deponant  soon  after  went  out  also  with  Mr.  MoPberson — ^That  this 
deponant  did  not  discover  any  thing  on  the  part  of  the  Sheriff  thai 
discoyeied  any  intention  of  improperly  favoring  the  prisoner  de  Long^ 
ebarops.  That  this  Deponant  did  not  see  de  Longehamps  after  be 
l«ft  the  room  as  aforesaid,  nor  does  he  know  any  fhuig  farther  of  the 
manner  of  his  fisoape. 

G.  TURNfiK. 
Sworn  before  me 

ISAAC  HOWELL. 

The  above  deponant  being  further  examined  saith — ^That  he  now 
recollected  that  the  Sheriff  (Colonel  Proctor)  did  in  the  Cbev  de 
Hiongcbamp's  House  and  Presence,  and  before  Major  Maopherson, 
observe  that  some  Report  had  passed  oonoerniDg  a  supposed  undue 
IndulKcnce  extended  by  him,  the  Sheriff,  to  Longehamps,  and  that 
tboug^h  mere  Reports,  it  had  rendered  it  extremely  improper  for  him 
to  extend  any  Indulgence  at  that  time — alluding  (as  this  Deponant 
believes)  to  a  wish  expressed  by  Mr.  Longehamps,  or  some  of  bis 
Friends,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  his  own  House 
'till  ^e  hour  appointed  for  hearing  Couneil  on  bis  Case,  which  was 
to  have  been  argued  the  same  Day,  as  this  Deponant  is  informed. 

G.  TURNER. 

Sworn  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  before  me, 

JAMES  BWING. 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  fifth  Day  of  Juno,  in  the  year  of 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  eighty-four  before  me  the  Sub- 
scriber one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  m  &  for  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, personally  appeared  Wm.  MoPberson,  who  being  of  full  age 
and  duly  sworn  doth  depose     That  on  the  third  day  of  this  montb| 
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tbifl  deponant  attended  at  the  Chambers  of  the  Honarable  G«<nrge 
Bryan,  Esq'r,  before  whom  Mr.  De  Longohamps  was  bioogfat  by 
tirtneof  a  habeas  corpne,  in  Custody  of  the  SheriflFof  the  Coan^  o€ 
Philadelphia— That  after  Mr.  de  Longchamps  left  the  Ohamben  of 
the  Judge,  he  went  in  Oastody  of  the  said  Sheriff  to  his  own  hooae 
ft  this  Deponant  followed  him.  That  this  Deponant  ft  Mr.  €^eotge 
Tomer  went  np  stairs,  where  he  foond  the  Sheriff,  and  aM>n  after 
Mr.  de  Longohamps  oame  into  the  room,  ft  said  that  Mrs.  de  Long- 
ohamps was  ill— -The  sheriff  asked  him  if  he  was  ready  to  oo  to 
goal,  liongohamps  said  he  was  in  no  hnrry  to  return  ther^  ft  ez* 
pressed  some  surprise  at  the  design  of  having  the  matter  tried  in 
pnblio  ft  he  said  it  would  be  neoessary  to  olean  or  dress  himself— 
That  thereupon  the  Sheriff  said  if  he  would  go  and  do  it  he  would 
wait  and  desired  him  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible— Whereupon  de 
Longohamps  went  out  ft  this  deponant  ft  Mr.  Tomer  soon  after  fol*- 
lowed  him,  went  down  stairs  ft  did  not  see  Longohamps  afterwards* 
That  this  deponant  remembers  there  was  a  horse  bridled  and  saddled 
before  the  house  de  Longohamps  or  the  next  house  at  the  time  when 
the  deponant  went  into  the  house  of  de  Longohampe— That  this 
deponant  did  not  disoover  anything  in  the  oonduot  of  the  Sheriff 
that  seemed  designed  to  fnYor  the  esoape  of  the  prisoner^— That  he 
knows  nothing  &rther  of  the  manner  in  which  de  Longohamps 
escaped. 

W.  MAOPHBRSON. 
Sworn  before  me, 

ISAAC  HOWELL. 

W.  Macpherson  recollects  that  the  Sheriff  did  in  the  Chevalier 
De  Longchamp'fl  house  and  presence  and  before  S.  Turner  observe 
that  some  Reports  had  passed  concerning  supposed  undue  indulgence 
which  the  Sheriff  had  extended  to  De  Lonji^champ,  and  the  men 
report  it  rendered  it  extremely  improper  for  him  to  give  any  further 
indulgence. 

W.  MACPHERSON. 
Sworn  the  day  ft  year  aforesaid  before  me, 

JAMBS  Bwma 


Bbtubns  ov  Elbotions,  1784L 

PhUadelphia  7th  June,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  wish  it  might  be  in  your  Power  to  Obtain  Blank  Commissions 
for  About  80  Companys,  the  Distance  being  so  great;  I  think 
might  justify  such  a  measure  as  well  as  in  Other  States,  who  have 
Extensive  teritory,  I  had  Repeatedly  Apply^  for  Returns  of  the 
Elections  in  Fajrette  County,  but  could  not  Obtain  them  so  as  to 
make  Returns  with  Any  Precision. 
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I  can  make  you  a  Betnrn  of  tike  field  oilioers,  Yli  : 
Yam  Bataijon  of  Fatetts  County. 
Zedoek  SpringeTi  Ineat  Ool.|       James  Hammond,  Haj'. 

2*  Batn.  baid  Countt. 
Joaeph  Forance,  Lieut  Col.,        Thomas  Freeman,  Maj'. 

2*  Batauon  ov  Wistmo&bland  Countt. 
Benj*  Dayis,  Lieat  Col.,  Sam^  Wilson,  Maj'. 

The  Betnrn  of  the  Company  Election  was  not  come  to  hand 
nnless  Blank  Commissions  can  be  obtained  for  them.  Perhaps  there 
may  not  be  an  opportunity  before  the  fall,  Masters  to  make  them 
out  so  as  to  obtain  Commissions  as  those  that  have  Beally  made 
Beturns  of  their  elections  may  Complain  that  it  is  not  their  fault. 
I  will  therefore  make  you  a  Beturn  of  such  as  has,  and  you  will 
Please  to  have  Done  what  Council  may  think  Consistant  in  the 
matter,  and  Am  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Ob.  Hble.  ServS 

EDW.  COOK. 
IHreded, 

The  Honble  Isaac  Mason,  Esq. 


A  Beturn  of  Elections  in  Fayette  and  part  of  Westmoreland 
Countys. 

2*  Batalion  of  Fayittb. 
!•*  Company.  6 

Sam'l  Bums,  Capt.  Joseph  Bodgers,  Capt. 

John  Pateraon  Lt.  James  Powers,  Lt. 

Jonathan  Johnson,  Engn.  Tho*  Dickinson,  Eogu. 

2«  7 

William  Sparks,  Capt.  Bobert  Forcyth,  Capt. 

John  Parker,  Lt.  Bobert  Mitchel,  Lt. 

Henry  Oreer,  Engn.  Thos.  Patterson,  Ensign. 

8«.  8 

Dan'l  Cannon,  Capt.  Sam'l  Moore,  Capt. 

Donis  Springer,  Lt.  Bobert  McClellen,  Lt. 

Alex'  Carson,  Engn.  Isaac  Couchran,  Engn. 

Fourth  Company. 
6«. 
Adam  Dunlap,  Capt. 
John  Carson,  Lt. 
Andrew  ByerS;  Engn* 
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TfiB  2*  BATAUON  OV  WsCZMOBKLAin). 

!•*  Company.  4***. 

Thomag  Morten,  Oapt  Joseph  Beckett,  Capt 

Philip  Howel,  Lt.  Bichard  Johnston,  Lt. 

George  Shield;  Ensn.  Lewis  Pearoe,  Ensn. 

2*.  6 

John  Beed,  Capt  James  Stereit,  Capt. 

W"  Morgan,  Lt.  Jacob  Spears,  Lt. 

W"*  Jones,  Ensn.  i  John  Butan  Bnsn. 

8'. 
Joseph  Pease,  Capt. 
Henry  Westby,  LL 
William  Moore,  Ensn. 

A  few  Betnms  of  Elections  from  the  1st  Batalion  of  Fayette,  but 
no  mention  made  of  Bank  therefore  unnecessary  to  mention  them. 

1784,  May  Ist.     Beturns  of  Militia  Officers. 

EDWABD'COOK. 

Com*  for  Westmoreland,  dated  1st  May,  1783— Fayette  dated  IM 
May,  1784. 


Commissioners  for  salb  of  Barracks,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leaye  to  request  of  yonr  Ezoellenoy  to  communicate  to 
the  Hon^>«  The  Executive  Council,  That,  We  on  Saturday  last, 
agreeable  to  our  advertisement  began  the  ^le  of  the  Barracks  Lots, 
when  we  disposed  of  32*  of  them  amounting  in  the  Gross  to  Three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  Twenty  Pounds,  as  ^  account  which 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you. 

If  your  Honors  have  no  objection  we  mean  to  publish  for  the 
Sale  of  the  Bemaining  Ground,  ^except  the  Slips  which  cannot  with 
propriety  be  sold  at  puMic  sale)  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
We  have  the  honor  qf  subscribing  ourselves, 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

ML.  HILLEGAS, 
TENCH  FBANGI8. 
Philad*,  Juno  7, 1784. 
Here  insert  the  List  of  purchasers. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Hon^'* 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  268. 


Thikdelphia,  Jane  Sth,  1784. 
Kr,  ' 

In  the  absence  of  the  MiQiste^  of  the  King  I  reeeived  and  opened 
jonr  ExeellencT^s  letter  dated  the  4^  instant.  It  contains  as- 
torances  that  no"  eollnsion  took  place  in  the  occasion  of  the  BiMape 
of  Hr.  Longchamps.  For  that  point  I  don't  hesitate  to  rest  oe 
the  assertion  oi  the  Snpreme  Obnncil,  ft  I  would  ever  t^m^j  ao*' 
knowledge  that  nobody  w^  privy  to  his  evasion  nnfess  proofs  w^ 
fonnd  to  the  contrary :  bnt  I  am  sore  it  has  not  escaped  your 
ohservation  that  there  was  a  very  3!  placed  confidence;  a  most 
unwarrantable  neglect  on  the  ride  of  the  officers  of  the  Staf^,^ 
when  they  sniTered  a  nan  guilty  of  so  heinous  a  crfmci  so  easily 
to  run  away  from  the  hand  of  justice. 

I  received  also,  Siti  the  proclamation  you  have  been  pleased  fc^ 
Issue  in  the  occasion.  I  had  no  doubt  to  find  it  as  usual  in  Satur-* 
day's  paper,  GazettCi  or  at  least,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  this 
Pay.  Permit  me  to  ask,  Sir,  if  your  intention  is  that  it  be  pub- 
lished as  other  proclamations,  have  been  in  much  less  important 
eases;  Dispatch  in  the  publication  of  their  proclamation  throucball 
tiie  Unitea  States  might  have  produced  the  aprehension  of  the 
offender,  ft  I  cannot  but  lament  that  his  escape  will  involve  the  State 
in  fitfther  Difficulties,  which  we  very  sincerely  desire  to  prevent. 
With  perfect  respect, 

I  am  Sir,  ,,t^^fe-^-^V. 

your  fizoeUency's      ^'\^  PlII'^V^*^- 


f  iszoeuency's      ^  ^  r.-p  -r  r^\ 
Most  obedient  &  I    ^      ^  '  '''^^^X 
most  humble  8(^r^iuit<;  ^.  .  / 


Sl^iBSeyffic 


); 


John  Bbtnolds,  Gaolsr,  to  Yiob  PaBi&ifii^^  17g4»  [^ 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Vice  president  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Chevalier  D«  Long  Champs  who  made  his  Escape  from  the 
Sheriff  en  the  3*  of  this  instevt,  is  Now  in  Custody,  Deliverod  to  me 
hj  the  Sheriff  at  2  O'Clock  this  morning  in  the  Oaol. 

joeN  BHinfOLSe, 

Gaoler. 
June  8th,  1784. 

'  n^JioD^i^JaaiesBwingyBaqs 
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John  Hublht  to  Prb8.  Diceiksoh. — Oouet  Ho0Ss 

BUBNBD,  1784. 

LuioMfter,  June  lltb,  1784. 
Honored  Sir, 

It  u  likely  befora  now  yon  haye  Iieurd  that  the  Goort  Hoose  ia 
this  place  has  been  entirely  oonsamed  by  Fire.  I  received  this  dis- 
agreeable acooont  on  my  way  to  Lancaster  £rom  yonr  City,  and  from 
any  thing  that  I  can  oollect  here,  I  find  that  all  is  guess-work  how 
(his  affiur  happened. 

The  House  underwent  some  repairs  this  summer,  and  the  Plais- 
terers  were  at  work ;  a  quantity  of  Lime  was  put  up  in  the  inside 
for  that  purpose,  to  secure  it  from  the  weather— some  suppose  the 
Lime  set  it  on  Fire— others  suppose  that  a  Clock-maker,  who  was 
conducting  the  weights  of  the  Clock  in  a  different  channel  from  that 
they  formerly  run  in,  used  some  Fire  and  was  negligent.  The 
Clock-maker  denies  he  used  any  Fire  in  his  work — and,  many  con* 
jeotured  that  it  was  wickedly  set  Fire  to  by  some  unknown  villain, 
so  that  the  affair  remains  as  yet  in  the  dark.  Happy  it  is  for  this 
place  that  the  mischief  has  ended  with  the  loss  of  the  Court  House 
only,  as  a  strong  south-west  wind  was  blowing,  and  carried  the  Fire 
in  great  quantities  over  great  part  of  the  North-East  part  of  the 
Town ;  and  tho'  the  Calvinist  Meeting  House,  which  stands  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  Court  House,  and  several  other 
buildings,  took  Fire,  yet  it  was  happily  extinguished  without  much 
damage.  I  thought  that  this  afiUr  might  be  confusedly  Reported 
in  the  City,  therefore  have  giyen  you  such  informaUon  as  I  could 
collect  in  the  few  hours  I  have  arrived  here. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  very  hble.  servant, 

JOHN  HUBLET. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Penna.,  Philadelphia. 


Chsy.  db  la  Luzernb  to  Prbs.  of  Council,  1784. 

Philaddphie,  le  14  Juin,  1784. 
Monsieur, 

Vii  pa806  plosieafs  snne^  avee  trop  de  satisfaction  dans  cette 
ville  pour  ne  pas  eprouver  de  vifs  regrets  an  moment  de  m'en 
eloigner.      Les  int4r§ts  des  deux  nations  sent  si  efroitement  onia 

Sue  sans  cesser  d'etre  Francois  j'&i  pu  me  condderer  comme  Citoyen 
es  treiie  Etats  et  separ^  des  miens  pendant  plus  de  dnq  ans  et  daae 
des  tems  diffioiles  j'ai  trouv6  dans  cette  ville  taatas  ha  < 
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tions  oapables  de  me  d^ommager  des  priTations  anx  qnels  j'ai  dfL 
me  soamettrei  Je  prie  votre  Ezcellenoe  de  permettre  qu'en  prenant 
oong^  d'EUe  et  dit  conseil  je  I'assare  que  je  conserrerai  toute  nm  vie 
le  soavenir  de  I'amitii6  dont  j'ai  re9a  dee  marques  tant  de  sa  parfc 
que  de  oeUe  dee  eitojeM  de  eette  Tille.  Je  lee  prie  de  me  la  eoQ- 
■eryer  et  d'etre  persuade  qae  lea  Bentimens  qoi  m^attachent  k  oe  pays 
oi  ne  finiront  qa'ayee  ma  Tie. 

Je  sola  aveo  reapect,  Monsieari 

de  Yotre  Ezoellenee  le  tr^  humble  et 

tr^  ob^ieeant  serTitear, 
CHEV.  DB  LA  LUZERNB> 
Son  Bxoelleiico  Mr.  le  President  et  Thonble.  oonseil. 


ChBISTOPHBR  HaTBS  to  P&BS.  DiCEIKSOKy  1784. 

Westmoreland  Gonntj,  Uth  Jnnei  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  best  Compliments  wait  on  your  Ezoellenoy  and  Family.  I 
teke  this  opportooity  to  inform  your  Ezoellenoy  that  a  oonsiderable 
Bombef  of  Inhabitants  (formerly  Virginians,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  Laws  and  Gt>Temment  of  this  state,)  have  now  turned  out 
open  Robbers,  and  so  notorious  that  soaroe  two  days  pass  that  some 
outrage  is  not  eommitted  in  one  part  or  other  of  this  Country,  tho^ 
Fayette  and  Washington  Counties  seem,  at  present,  to  be  the  prin« 
eipal  seat  of  Depredation.  I^st  Wednesday  the  Colleotor  was  robbed 
near  Besins-Town,  in  Fayette  County,  of  about  twenty-two  pounds, 
in  Onsh,  his  Warrant  and  Daplieate  taken  ftrom  him  ind  his  pereon 
grossly  abused.  Sundr]^  other  robberies  ha^e  been  oommited  lately 
m  Washington  and  Fayette  Counties,  mostly  on  the  Property  of  the 
most  noted  defenders  of  the  Country  during  the  late  oonflct 

Ahhoogh  the  Indians  have  been  rery  troublesome  to  the  Inhabi- 
taota  in  the  Kentncke  neighbourhood  this  spring,  we  have  had  the- 
liappinees  to  live  here  in  the  most  perfeet  peace  and  seeurity  as  yet, 
wad  fiNHa  the  best  intelligence  btely  had  from  Sanduiky  and  Detroit, 
wo  faAve  nothing  to  apprehend  fh>m  that  quarter,  as  the  Northern 
Indiana  seem  generally  disposed  for  Peace,  &  anxious  for  a  treaty. 
The  disturbances  at  Kentueke  are  occasioned  by  the  Cherokees. 

I  would  beg  the  favour  of  your  Ezeelleney  to  send  me  the  kte 
ftoti  of  assembly  by  my  son-in-law,  Captn.  Henderson,  and  the 
iivoiir  shall  be  gmteifnily  acknowledpd  by 

^,  with  the  highest  reqieot, 

Tour  Ezcelleney's  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
CHRISTOPHER  HAYSf. 

fiBi  Ezoellenoy  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

*  For  a  tranflladon  of  thin  see  Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XIV.,  p.  147; 

t  See  OoL  Beo.,  Tol.  XIV.,  p.  151.  ^ 
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^        Mkmobul  from  Faybttb  Co.,  1T84* 

rftj«He  Ootnty,  JmM  15, 1784. 

*  To  IiiB  Excellency  John  Dickinsonj  Esquire.  PtesUeRfc  of  j^. 
Sapreme  Ezeoadve  CounoiL 

Honrd.  Sr.^ 

The  Inhabitants  of  Btewurta  CroBsings,  beg  leaTO  to  represent 
your  Excellency. 

That  we  were  much  surpris'd  on  being  presented  with  ye  Copy  of 
a  Letter  by  one  of  your  worthy  members,  which  was  sent  to  your 
Exoellanoy  informing  yoii|  that  a  considarable  number  of  ye  Inhabit 
tants  (formerly  Virginians)  in  opposition  to  the  Laws  and  Oo?ern« 
menlof  this  State,  ba^e  now  tamed  ont  open  Robbers.  We  are 
happy  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  present  this  to  your  ExoeU 
lency  by  the  hands  of  a  Gkntlemen,  whom  we  hope  will  do  us  the 
Honr.^40  state  us  impartially  in  our  fair  character,  without  respeofe 
of  parties,  as  this  Qentlemen  is  well  acquainted  with  ye  oirMmstane* 
of  ye  whole  natter  in  doing  us  the  Honour  of  aeoompanyiBg  us  Im 
going  m  searoh  of  those  Bobbers,  and  'suppressing  sueh  Boigkra. 
We  acknowledge  we  were  brought  up  under  ye  GoTemment  of  Yir* 

Snia,  and  were  ruled  by  tbat  Government  whilst  the  Territorial 
isputes  subsisted  between  the  two  States.  But  when  they  thou^i 
nroper  to  adjust  ye  Boundaries,  we  were  willing  to  submit  to  ye 
jUws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hope  your  BxoeUeooy  will  find  us  as 
true  Gitiiens  as  ai^  bekmsinc  to  ye  State,  a?  wa  have  made  it  evi- 
dent'on  etery  occasion.  We  nave  always  been  wiUng  to  risque  ouir 
sll  in  the  glorious  eause,  we  have  been  se  long  conteaSng  Cor^  whielL 
wh  olA  make  manifest  by  Sundry  Gentlemen  who  aie  as  fidlj 
aeqnainled  with  us,  aa  the  author  ii  that  Letter  wUeb  was  sent  te 
yeur  BxoeUeney.  And  aiMugrt  others,  Ool.  MicOlene  who  baa 
snffw'd  on  fiitigue,  with  those  who  seem  at  present,  to  be  theob)eota 
of  Bilch  malevolent  ridioule  witiioet  the  least  reason*  We  were 
ba^pi^  in  believing  that  all  patty  matters  were  buried  in  oMinett, 
but  are  greatly  coneemed  to  find  tbe  eentsary.  OoL  Hays  has  re* 
latad  in  another  Letter  to  your  Ezodfeoeyy  that  those  who  bere  the 
Beeden  of  ye  War  must  now  be  ruled  over,  by  those  who  ate 
Enemies  in  their  Hearts  to  ye  State.  We  wobM  appeal  te  je 
knowledffo  and  Candoer  ef  tbe  sev<«d  Officers  who  have  commanded 
in  this  DepartAent,  whether  the  peq^ie  thus  stigmatised  have  been 
more  faaekward  in  defence  of  our  common  rights  than  any  of  our 
neighbours.  We  must  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon,  for  making 
so  free,  from  ye  most  intolerable  diaaeter  your  BxeeUeeey  bad  <» 
us,  but  weshfdl  veftr  you  to  that  worthy  Gentlemen  MigOr  Douglass, 
who  is  rather  better  acquainted  vith  natbax);  Ool,  Qiyes.    So  m^km 
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Wi  4»  Mfcwrifco  mmifm  jMur  IbHilleiie/B  mael  oMIeftI  sad 

hnrtlfl  Ftfiriinii 

BOBfi&T  BXALL,      ^ 
ZACHB,  CONNELL, 
WM,  W.  CAANNICK, 
JOHN  STEVENSON, 
MARCUS  STEVENSON, 
MOSES  SMITH, 
JAS.  DAVIS, 

WILLUM  CONNELL. 
PirecUd^ 

His  ExceHency  Join  Dicldoson,  Esquire,  Prwident  in  th«  Sa- 
preme  Executive  Council  Pennsjlvania. 


Ttjbnbull  Maekie  &;  Co.,  lo  Pj&es.  BiCKiKBOir^  1784, 

PhUad.,  June  l^th,  1784.    ' 
Sir, 

We  hsTe  this  morning;  reoeiyed  from  on  Board  the  Brig  Dao^in 
from  Havre  De  Grass  Twenty  Kegs  of  Poicder,  which  we  sent  a# 
customarj  to  the  State  Magaaeen.  The  same  haa  been  returned  tp 
us,  by  the  Keeper,  with  a  message  that  it  eould  not  be  received  oa 
account  of  the  Magaieen  being  full.  In  consequence  we  juade  apr 
plication  to  the  wimiens  of  the  port,  for  their  directions  to  take  90g- 
nisenoe  of  the  same.  Bj  their  Letter  which  we  take  the  Libertj  of 
incloeing,  We  are  recommended  to  lav  the  caae  before  your  Esoel- 
lency,  and  beg  leave  to  request  your  advice  and  direction  necessary 
to  be  done  with  it,  which  shall  be  duly  attended  to  by  your 
Excellency's  most  obt.  hum.  Servta. 

TURNBDLL  k  MARMIB  &  Co.^ 
DireeUdf 
Hifl  SxoeUeney  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  In  Coundl.  (^ 


WaBDBNS  of  PmUDXLPHIA  TO  TUBNBULI^  MaRMIS  &  Co.| 

1784. 

Wardens  Office,  16th  June,  1784* 
Gentlemen, 

The  Wardens  of  the  Port  having  no  Direction  of  the  Powder 
Magazine  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  obviate  your  difficulty  nor 
can  they  advise  what  can  be  done  unless  by  application  to  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  who  perhaps  in  the  present  ezigonce  may 
point  out  a  Temporary  Belief. 


tn         rmnmiLYAmjL  abohitxb  1784. 


The  Powdev  Offoer  will  no  dovbl  eillMr  andDe  or  Join  ]rfta  te 
making  the  AppIicaUon  bat  it  would  be  improper  for  the  wmMOtti  lo 
intermeddle  in  it,  I  am  respeotfally  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 
Gentlemen;  Yr.  Tory  Hble  Serrt 

THO.  PBTOB;  attending  Warden. 
Dirededy 

M^Bsr.  Tumbull  &  Marmie. 


Pbes.  Dioeinson  to  Chey.  be  la  Luzerne,  1784. 

To  hiir  Excellency  Chev'  de  Luzerne  Minister  Plenipoten'^  of  his 
Hoet  Z'  Majesty  to  the  United  States. 

Sir, 

The  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyly*  cannot  witness  your  prepara- 
tiops  to  embark  for  your  Native  Country  without  expressing  the  pain 
we  feel  at  the  prospect  of  your  departure,  &  the  high  Sense  we 
entertain  of  the  Zeal,  and  Ability  with  which  you  have  promoted 
the  Union  of  France  with  the  United  States,  during  your  residenoe 
among  us.. 

We  beff  leave  to  assure  you  at  the  same  time  that  the  return  of 
peace,  and  our  Oeneral  intercourse  with  the  powers  of  Europe  have 
not  in  the  least  lessened  our  Sense  of  our  many  obligations  to  the 
illustrious  Monarch  of  France,  nor  our  gratitude  for  the  benefits  wo 
derived  from  the  bravery  and  treasure  of  the  French  nation. 

We  are  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  that  vour 
conduct  towards  the  Supreme  Executive  power  of  the  State  has  oecn 
tmiformly  marked  with  all  that  decency,  and  respect  which  charac- 
terise the  Gentlemen  of  the  nation  to  which  you  belong. 
'  Accept  of  our  best  wishes  for  your  Safe  and  Speedy  Voyage,  may 
you  long  possess  the  favour  of  your  Sovereign,  and  the  esteem  of  your 
Country  Men,  and  e^joy  in  every  stage  of  life  the  pleasures  which 
arise  from  fiuthful  contributions  to  the  interests  of  humanity.* 

JAMES  SWIN&. 
Council  Chamber,  19*^  June,  1784. 


•-  Peaitcis  Johnston,  R.  G.,  to  V.  P.  Ewingj,  1784. 

The  Honorable  James  Effing,  Esq'',  Vice  President  in  CounciL 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council,  that  the  late  Law  for  opening  the 
Xand  Office,  among  other  things,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to 
administer  an  oath  to  Applicants  fbr  Land,  if  deemed  proper,  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  Citizenship,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  present 

*  See  page  278.    Also,  see  Col  Keo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  Ii5. 
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tbe  OBrtifiefttes  enmnented  in  add  Law  in  payment  for  Lands. 
Btee  I  oaaaiii  help  Qbeerringi  thai  th^  Boor  whioh  this  Lkw  cipeng 
to  the  nnwary  leadin|^  to  peijury,  oncht  to  be  ahnt,  if  poaaibley  in 
order  to  effect  which  in  some  degreCi  1  beg  leave  to  Bomai,  that  if 
yoor  honorable  Body  wonld  direct  the  Agenta  appointed  to  receive 
the  Binal  Settlement  Certificates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line^  to  Gonn- 
teiMgn  the  same,  it  wonld  Inlly  supersede  the  necessity  of  adminis- 
tering^  Oath,  and  indeed  wonld  more  certainly  prove  the  Citisenship 
ef  the  original  owner,  than  any  other  mode  whatever :  With  regard 
to  the  ascertaining  the  Giftisenahip  of  the  Assignee  of  sneh  Gerti&aila 
I  presume  no  fixed  rule  can  be  established,  I  therefore  shall  be 
gnded  in  this  parlicnlar  by  snob  contingent  eircnmstanoes  as  shall 
present  themselves  to  me.  The  nfe^  of  these  Oertifioatee  a£t« 
depomted  in  my  office  as  well  as  the  Cash  I  shall  reottve,  are  also 
very  essential  matters,  therefore  take  the  liberty  df  Soliciting  Cott»» 
eil  for  an  Iron  Chest,  or  some  other  convenience  in  which  I  can 
secure  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Honors  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant^ 

FRA-  JOHNSTON,  R.  G».* 


MoKd.  D^  Maebois  io^Y.  P.  Swnce.  1784. 

Philadelphia,  8"^  June,  1784.    . 
Sir, 

When  I  received  the  letter  wiih  which  yon  honoured  me  on  the 
27%  I  transmitted  it  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luseme,  ezpectiDg  it 
might  reach  him  to  Chester  before  his  departure,  but  it  has  UQt  been 
the  case. 

The  minister  left  this  place  in  fell  persuasion  that  the  adress  with 
which  he  had  been  honoured  by  the  Council  was  an  answer  to  his 
letter;  otherwise  he  would  never  have  left  this  place  without  expres- 
sing his  Sense  &  gratitude  of  the  flattering  sentiments  of  the  council 
b  his  behalf. 

I  am,  sir, 

with  perfect  respect, 

your  very  humble  obed*  servant, 


DB  MARBOIS-t 


•  See  Col,  Use.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  161. 
t  See  pages  278,  282 
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Oinmkr. 

i^  Secretary's  Office,      * 

FhDidelphii,  Joae  28%  1784. 
Sir,  ^ 

In  the  preoedente  btelj  aetii  ie  yon  for  Betam  of  EloeiioiiB  of 
JuatioBB  of  the  Peaee,  gtentkm  <tf  tke  Ckmetabb  was  otthfeed  ia  the 
iist  lAoBj  m  the  ngniog. 

I  MB  now  durected  by  CovmI  to  iBfi>ni  yoSi  that  all  Betnmi 
mwA  he  oertified  hy  the  Oonstabk  (or  Oveneer  of  the  {khmt)  together 
with  the  Inspector  &  Assifitant  Jodgee^  aad  afae  eigoed  by  hsai, 
aMordiBf  to  the  anended  fominow  ineloBed. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  mach  respect, 

Year  obedient  and  wry  humble  Scrrant. 

Directed  f 
To  the  Olerk  of  the  Peace  is  County. 


SrPORT  dF.MUiftABT  SzOKflB,  1784L 
Sir, 
At  fort  Island  there  are  1  82  pdr.  1  ISpdr.  J  i,on  Guns  mounted. 

6  Muskets,  1  bbrL  powder,  &  12  boxes  filled  with  Gaaaen  pow^ 
der  Cartridges,  trail  ropes,  &c. 

At  Billingsport  are  5  18  pdrs.  1  12  &  1  4  mounted. 

112  1    6  &  2  4  dismounfted. 

Some  Shot  and  SheUa. 
The  Carriages  at  both  places  are  rotten,  &  good  for  nothiag  but 
the  Iron. 

I  am,  Sir, 

y'  most  obedient  Serr*,. 

JOSEPH  STILES,  C.  M.  Stores. 
July  1,1784. 

J)irecUd, 

John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  hon.  the  Supreme  Exeoa- 
tive  Council. 
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Wm.  LtON  to  PsB8.  DiCEINSONy  1784. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  inoloaed  list  of  Sberifiby  their  Commissions,  Bonds  &  Sureties 
&o.,*  are  in  pursuance  of  a  Letter  which  I  lately  reo*  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  Councils  Clark|  which  list  will,  I  hope,  be  agreeable  to  the 
requbition  of  Council. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WILL-  LYON.  ' 
Carlisle,  July  6**,  1784. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  in  Council,  Philadelphia. 

A  List  of  Shbriffs  fob  Cumbbrland  County,   1784. 

A  Li3t  of  Sheriffs  for  Cumberland  County  from  the  year  1777  to 
the  year  1783,  Inclusive. 

Sheriffs  Names.  Date  of  Sheriffs  Commissions. 

James  Johnston,  Esq.,         ....        Nov.   7th,  1777. 

Ditto, Oct.  29th,  1778. 

Ditto, Nov.  12th,  1779. 

John  Boggs,  Esq., Oct.  26th,  1780. 

Ditto,  Nov.  30th,  1781. 

Ditto,  Oct.  15th,  1782. 

Samuel  Postlethwait,  Esq.,  ....        Oct  24th,  1788. 
To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Council, 
July  6th,  1784. 

WILL-  LYON,  Proth'y. 

^      C.  J.  McKban  to  Council,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  June  30th,  1784. 
Sir, 

On  the  28th  day  of  the  next  month  my  Commission  as  Chief 
Justice  will  expire,  its  duration  being  only  for  seven  years.  I  thought 
It  proper  to  give  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  this 
early  information,  and  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,  with  the  utmost 
r^ard^ 

Your  and  their  most  obedient. 
And  most  humble  servant, 

THO.  M'KEAN.f 
DirectX, 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  Pennsylvania.  ^ 

*  These  details  (ezeept  what  follows)  i^  have  omitted. 
f  He  was  re-elected  July  29t]i.    See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  167. 
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Sbc*y  Armstkono  to  Thomas  Proctok,  1784. 

Secretary's  Office,  8th  July,  1784. 
Sir, 

You  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  report  to  this  office  on  the  25l& 
Instant,  (the  time  at  which  the  Gen.  Assembly  is  called  to  sit)  of 
the  number  of  persons  confined  in  the  Qaol  of  this  City  &  County 
OQ  charges  of  felony.^ 

I  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y.t 
(Copy.) 
Thomas  Proctor,  Esq. 

Sbc^t  Armstrong  to  Lt.  Col.  Mooee,  1784. 

Secretary's  Office, 

'   Philadelphia,  Jhly  8th,  1784. 
Sir,  .         ,         .         ' 

You  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  this  office,  as  soon  as  posaUe 
before  the  20th  Instant,  the  proceedings  which  have  been  taken  by 
you  in  consequence  of  the  Orders  of  Council  of  the  twentieth  of 
April  last 

I  am,  with  much  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Scc'y.t 
Lt.  Col.  Moore. 


Sbc'i  of  Council  to  County  LiBUTiNAjrrs,  1784. 

(Circular.) 
Secretary's  Office,  PhUada.,  July  10th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  inclose  an  Order  of  Council  of  this  morning  &  am  with  much 
resp^t. 

Your  most  obedient.  Hum.  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y. 

In  CoundU  1 0th  July,  1784- 
"Upon  consideration  ordered  that  the  City  &  County  Lieutenanta 
"  be  called  upon  to  make  a  return  of  all  the  public  Arms,  Aooouire- 
<<  ments  &  Stores  within  tttbir  reepeotive  districts.'' 

*  See  page  296.  f  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XTV.,  p.  15a 
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Bbtubn  of  Officbbs  op  Militia,  of  Oountt  of  Wash- 
iKOTOify  1784» 

A  return  of  the  Offieen  of  Militia  in  the  Gonniy  of  Washiogtoit. 
Via: 

First  Battauoit. 
David  Phillips,  Lt.  Col.  John  Small,  Major. 

First  Comp'y.        No.  of  Men.    Fifth  Company.      No.  of  Men, 


78 


James  Mun,  Capt. 
Henry  Sawings^  Lieut. 
William  Byars,  Elnsign. 

Second  Company. 
Nominated. 
Bobert  Bitchie,  Oapt 
Jeremiah  Wright,  lit.        74 
Thomas  Sweet,  Ensign. 

Third  Company. 
Nominated. 
William  Conner,  Capt. 
John  Conner,  Lieut. 
Isaac  Williams,  Bnsign. 

Fourth  Company. 
Mabra  Evans,  Capt. 
James  Willson,  Lieut 
William  Gk>ban,  Ensign. 


68 


82 


John  Robinson,  Capt. 
Samuel  Hcth,  LieuU  60 

Thomas  GibsonjJEosign. 

Sixth  Company. 
Bam'l  BUrokmore,  Capfe. 
George  Welch,  Lieut         M 
H'y  MorrisBon,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company. 
Wm.  Armstrong,  Capt. 
John  Braokenridge,  Lt.      61 
Jn*  Blackburn,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company. 
William  Phillips,  Capt 
•John  Lamb,  Lieut.  78 

Arch'd  Balston,  Ensign. 


Skcond  Battalion. 
Henry  Enoch,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Carmichaol,  Major. 

First  Com^y.        No.  of  M«n.    Kfth  Company.       No.  of  Men. 


John  Guthrey,  Capt. 
George  Oibur,  Lieut         74 
M'w  HannoD,  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 
Andrew  Ferley,  Capt. 
Ja's  Blackburn,  Lieut.      64 
Ja's  Metheney,  Ensign. 

Third  Company. 
Nominated. 
Charles  Swan,  Capt 
Asariah  Davis,  Lieut       80 
Wm.  Shepherd,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 
ThomaB  Extile,  Cant 
Heory  Dickinson,  Lt.       84 
John  Lindsley^  Bnsign. 


Elijah  Mills,  Capt 
Jacob  Mills,  Lieut. 
Elisha  Perkins,  Ensign. 
Sixth  Company. 
Jas.  M'Clelland,  Capt 
John  Holt,  lieut. 
Joseph  Garret,  Ensign. 
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75 


Seventh  Company. 
Bobert  Sweney,  Capt. 
Everbart  Heep^  Lieut        72 
Benry  Hormil,  Easign. 

Eighth  Company. 
James  Archer,  Csipt 
John  Fee,  Lieut    ,  62 

David  White^  Bosisi. 
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TpmD  Battalion. 
JoliB  Marslial,  Lieut.  Colonel.      Potter  Eidd,  Major. 


First  Oompany.      No. 
Henry  Benkon,  Oant. 
Alexander  Kidd,  Lieat. 
Joaiah  Seott|  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 

Third  Company. 
Thomas  Wells^Capt. 
Samael  Leiper,  Lieat. 
John  Welli^  Bnsign. 

Fourth  Company. 
Samuel  Smith,  CapL 
Thomas  Marquis,  Lieut. 
Wm.  Wallace;  Ensign. 


of  Men.    Fifth  Company.     No.  of  Men . 

James  Stevenson,  Capt 

70        Arthur  Scott,  Lieut.  62 

Jesse  Benkon,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company. 
Thomas  Benkon,  Capt 
Charles  Campbell,  Lt.        66 
65        William  Hays,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company. 
John  Beed,  Captain, 
Wm.  Herron,  Lieut  80 

77        James  Howld,  Ensi^. 

Eighth  Company. 


FouBTH  Battalion. 

David  Williamson,  Lieut  Col.     Daniel  Leet|  Major, 

Blrst  Company.      No.  of  Men.     Sixth  Company.    No.  of  Men. 
Charles  Bonner,  Capt.  Eleazer  Williamson,  Capt 

Bobert  Walker,  Lieut.      60        John  McWillian^  Lt        65 
Phillip  Briscoe,  Ensign.  Jacob  Miller^  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 


Third  Company. 
Thoe.  Hambleton,  Capt 
James  Brown,  Lieut        67 
Samuel  White,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 
William  Leet,  Capt. 
Brice  Virgin,  laeut.  74 

Obediah  Holms,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company. 
James  Morrison^  Capt.      60 


Seventh  Company. 
John  Cotton,  Capt. 
Samuel  Beddle,  Lieut 
James  Huston^  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company. 
Timothy  Downing,  Capt 

Anderson,  Lieut 
John  Williams,  Ensign. 


71 


81 


FuiH  Battaijon. 

John  Guthredge,  Ijeut  Col.        James  Craven^  Major. 

First  Company.     No.  of  Men.     Second  Company.  Na  of  Jtfen- 

Eleaier  Jenkens,  Capt  Wm.  Jackman,  Capt 

Thoa.  Bichesou,  Lieut      80        Henry  Gregg,  Lieut  76 

Kiniey  Davis^  Enaigo.  James  Thomas^  Bnmgn. 
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Third  Company.    No.  of  Men.      Sixth  Company.    No.  of  Men. 
David  Ruble,  Capt.  Gkorge  Myan,  Capi. 

Darbey  Shahan,  Lient.       65        Luther  Kerrey,  Lieut.        60 
Yal'ne  Kinder,  Ensign.  £(6niy  Oonrod,  Ensign. 

fourth  Company.  Seventh  Company. 

Isaac  Ross,  Capt.  Nominated. 

Frederick  Ault,  Lieut.      56        John  Wartfa,  CapL 
John  Huffman,  Ensign.  Thomas  Ritchie,  Lieut.      78 

Fifth  Company.  Niches  Johnson,  j',  Ensign. 

Edward  Seabum,  Capt.  ^Eighth  Company. 

Biohard  Hogeland,  Lt.      65  Nominated. 

Jere'h  Craven,  Ensign.  Robert  Jackman,  Capt 

Joseph  Brenton,  Lieut.       68 
Nathan  Powel,  Ensign. 

I  do  Certify  that  the  foregoing  retom  is  Just,  as  it  stands  stated 

JAM*  MARSUEL, 

Lieu*  W.  Co'. 

Jnly  7%  1784. 


John  Irwin  to  John  Abmsteonq,  1784. 

Pittsburg  July  15th,  1784; 
Dear  Sir, 

I  would  not  presnme  to  trouble  you  in  your  public  Capacity  upon 
any  other  subject  than  that  which  relates  to  the  business  of  Goyern- 
nent  &  the  welfare  of  our  Community. 

When  these  Objects  becomes  the  subject,  I  am  persuaded  tiMt 
say  farther  appology  is  unnecessary  with  yon.  It  may  jnstly  be 
reckoned  a  strange  Circumstance,  indeed,  that  since  the  beginning 
of  our  Rerolution  the  Town  &  Township  of  Pittsburgh  have  been 
nntill  very  lately,  nnfortanately  depriyed  of  the  seryicee  of  the  Civil 
Magistracy — and  I  may  say  with  propriety,  that  we  yet  remain  al- 
most intire  Strangers  to  the  advantoges  Commonly  derived  from  that 
very  essential  part  of  Government.  The  Gentlemai^whcnow  holds 
the  Commission  being  oar  Prothonotary  &  a  Profbssionai  Lawyer 
besidas,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  dntiee  of  Us  ofliee  &  tho 
csteni  of  his  Praotiee  will  admit  bat  a  very  small  part  of  his  time 
to  he  applied  to  the  business  of  the  Township-— Consequently  the 
inhabitants  thereof  are  frequently  subjected  to  many  ft  very  great 
inoonvenienciea.  We  have  for  several  years  past  repeatedly  attempted 
to  remedy  these  Inconvenieneies  by  calling  for  &  obtaining  such  Eleo- 
tions  as  were  Judged  requisite,  but  from  the  baneful  effects  of  Piques 
A  jealoosies,  opperating  strongly  with  disappointment  &  ambitioB, 
means  were  always  found  to  defeat  our  attempts  A  deprive  ns  of  the 
Service  of  thoee  Gentlemen  who  were  the  tot  el>jeola^of  our  repeated 
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ChoiM.  Oat  last  SleetioBy  h#ld  in  May,  is  Hie  ooly  €•€  I  believe 
that  has  escap^  oppoeition  k  Geosare  amongst  oaiselve8«  ft  we  have 
reaaoa  to  believe  that  the  Betoni  thereof  moat  now  Ij  before  the 
Honble  Goaneil  for  upwards  of  two  months.  As  the  Ghmtleman  who 
stands  highest  in  Votes  npon  that  Betnm  is  pecfeotlv  agreeable 
to  all  the  people,  &  we  daily  ezperienoe''an  inerease  of  difficoltiea 
from  the  want  of  his  additional  serviooi  I  do  therefore  in  behalf  of 
the  people  beg  leave  to  Intreat  that  as  soon  as  any  limitation  is  ex- 
pired which  the  Law  may  preseribe  for  considering  Cases  of  this 
nature,  the  Honble  Executive  Council  will  be  pleas^  to  forward  a 
Commission  agreeable  to  the  Intention  &  Return  6f  said  Election. 
I  likewise  intreat  of  yoU;  Sir,  that  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  move 
this  matter  to  Oduncil,  &  promote  ^as  far  as  is  consistant,  what  is 
needfht  upon  the  Occasion. 

I  am  respectfully,  &  with  regard. 

Dear  Sir,  your  Obed.  ^le  Serv*, 

JOHN  IRWIN. 

Directedy 

John  Armstrong,  Esquue^  Secretary  to  the  HoUorabld  Executive 
Council,  Philada. 

Fav'd  by  Caf  t.  Fowler. 


Q&QEF  JiTSiMOB  MoEfiiiT  10  Pbes.  Diceinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  July  ie«^,  1784. 
Bir, 

Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  receive  the  Letter  from  the  Hon- 
ei»bl^  Oi  Bavnll,  Eftqoire,  President  of  the  Oooaoil  of  Maryland, 
that  was  referred  to  the  Judges,  together  with  the  Copy  of  thdr  Letter 
to  Mr.  DiivaU,  respecting  Henry  Carberry. 

Qovemor  Bsoa,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Judges,  seems  to  think  it  will 
be  neoessary  to  obtain  the  anthority  of  tint  Cbvemment  of  Delawaia 
for  the  oondnoting  M'  Carberry  thro'  that  State ;  and  that  the  £z- 
eeutive  Power  of  Maryland  can  only  extend  to  the  limits  of  their 
own  State :  Bntul  conoeive,  that,  by  a  neeessary  construction  of  the 
4^  Article  of  ne  Confederation,  whieh  declares,  ^lat  the  persoa 
aooaaed  shall  be  delivered  up  and  nemoiwlto^  Stale  havimgjturtadio^ 
tumo/hds  tffmice^  the  Exeontive  Authority  of  Maryland  areimpowered 
to  eoadnet  the  offl»der  thro'  Delawave  to  the  State  of  Poinsyivaoia; 
for  this  power  is  impliedly  conceded  by  the  United  States  to  tha 
Individaad  States.  It  is  trne^  by  a  literal  oooatruetion  of  the  aeooad 
olause  .in  the  4<^  Artiole,  the  offender  is  only  to  be  removed  to  <&e 
SUxU  having  jurisdkstion  of  the  offenoe,  not  to  the  Ootdo/the  Ooun^ 
in  which  the  offence  was  committed ;  but  we  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  Officer  who  ahouki  bring  Henry  Oarberry  from  Maryland,  migki 
not  And  it  inoonveaieitt  to  take  Un  to  Phikdalphia,  tho'it«o«ld  te 
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iwwi^  milM  IrithiB  the  State  of  PeDBsylTaiiia;  aad  we  aUnded  to 
tbe  B84ge  &  praotiee  between  thia  State  aod  New-Jersey,  and  also 
the  Delaware  State ;  having  repeatedly  sent  Criminale  to  Neweaatle 
and  BnrlingtoD,  and  x6eeiT«d  tnem  fitom  thoee  3tMes  in  the  uoal  of 
Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

wiih  very  great  r^rd^ 

Sir^  Your  Ezoellency'a  most 

obedient  hnmble  servaoty 

THO.  M'KEAN. 
Hi«  EzeeUenoy  John  DiGkinsoni  Esqoiie. 

No.  1. 

In  Council,  Annspolisi  29  Aprilj  1784. 
Sip, 

We  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  commutiicatiQjZ  to  your  Kz- 
oellenoy,  that  Mr.  Henry  Carberry,  a  Citizen  of  this  State,  and  lata 
a  Captain  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  continental  Troops,  has 
been  arrested,  and  charged  before  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  General 
Court,  with  having  been  a  principal  in  a  dangerous  Insurrection  in 
Philadelphia,  in  cfune  last,  and  having  beset  the  Stadt  house  with 
an  armed  force,  and  for  which  he  is  now  in  the  Custody  of  the  Laws 
of  this  State,  the  Judges  before  whom  he  was  charged  having  reoog* 
nixed  him  for  his  Appearance  before  the  Oeneral  Court  for|the  Western 
ShoiOy  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tour  Ezcellenc/s  most  obed*  ser*% 

G.  DUVALL,  President 
JWrec^af,— His  Exc*y  President  of  State  of  Penns*. 
Indorsed  J 

Read  in  Council  May  6th,  1784 — and  Ordered,  That  the  same  be 

Tefbrred  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  they  be 

requested  to  take  measures  for  bringing  Henry  Carbery,  into  this 

State,  and  for  prosecuting  him  for  the  Offence  charged  against  him. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun., 
Seoretarj. 

No,  2. 

Phibdelphia,  May  8%  1784. 
Sir, 

Yonf  Letter  of  the  29^  of  April  last,  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  State,  was  received  on  the  6^  Instant,  &  laid  before  the 
Council,  who  have  been  pleased  to  refer  it  to  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Gourt^  and  to  request  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  them 
&r  bringing  Henry  Carberry  into  thia  StatCi  and  for  prosecuting 
fajjn  &XX  the  offenoe  chafed  against  him. 
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'In  ooniequenoe  of  this  Aet  of  Oonndli  We  wooli  nqvert  IM 
yon  wonld  be  pleased  to  order  the  aforesaid  Henry  O&rbeny  to  be 
sent  to  the  goal  of  tbe  oity  and  eonnty  of  Pbiladelpbia,  where  the 
Keeper  thereof  will  reoeiTe  him  ;  or  if  he  will  enter  into  a  reeogni- 
lance  before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State, 
with  two  good  sureties;  himself  in  two  tiiousand  pounds^  and  each  of 
them  in  one  thousand  pounds,  for  his  Appearance,  &o.,  at  the  next 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Oeneral  Goal  Delivery  for  the  dty 
&  county  of  Philadelphia,  it  will  answer  the  purpose  intended.  The 
reqpiest  to  send  Henry  Carberry  herej  is  founded  on  the  second 
clause  of  the  4^  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and  has  been  the  con- 
stant usage  between  this  State  and  the  neighbouriDg  States  :  The 
expence  of  his  removal  here,  will  be  paid  by  this  State,  if  he  does 
not  disoharge  it  himself;  or  comply  with  the  alternative  before  pro- 
posed, which  must  be  thought  favorable  to  a  person  accused  of  so 
high  a  misdemeanor. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Honw  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
THO.  M'KEAN, 
JACOB  KUSH. 

The  Honorable  O.  Davall,  Esquire,  Pieaid*  of  the  Gooaeil  of 
Maryland* 

Sir, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  rough  draught  of  the  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Maryland,  at  Annapolis,  and  differs  in 
nothiDg  material  from  the  Letter  sent.  The  diction  may  have  been 
a  little  mended,  in  the  transcribing  it,  tho'  I  think  there  were  bat 
few  words  altered  or  transposed. 

I  .am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  Sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
THO.  M'KEAN. 
Philadelphia,  July  16^  1784. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  ftc.,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

No-  8.   , 

In  Council,  Annapolis,  May  2^^  1784. 
Qentlemcn : 

We  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  your^s  of  the  7^^  Instant^ 
informing  us  that  our^s  of  the  29*^  April,  addressed  to  the  President 
of  your  State,  was  received,  and  referred  by  the  Council  to  yon  as 
Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court,  to  take  measures  to  bring  Mr.  Ou^ 
bery  into  your  State  for  Prosecution  and  Trial,  for  die  oflfonces  which 
he  is  charged  to  have  there  committed :  in  conseqoenoe  of  this  Aci 
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of  OoQDi»],  you  bftve  iMldresBed  as,  and  reqvootod  thai  we  slioiild 
order  Mr.  Garbeiy  to  be  sent  to  the  Qaol  of  the  City  and  Comity  of 
Philadelphia. 

Ae  eoon  ae  we  were  made  aeqnainted  with  Mr.  Carber/e  Aftor^* 
we  took  measnree  to  giTe  yonr  Ezeontiye  power  the  earliest  inform 
mation  of  it,  oonoeiving  that  by  the  Articles  of  OonfederalioOi  they 
only  coold  nationally  interfere,  and  demand  him  ont  of  the  Hands  and 
Jnrisdietion  of  this  Goyernment :  the  4*^  Glanse  of  the  GonfederatioB 
fai  plain  and  ezplieit,  and  we  still  think  no  Authority  in  your  State 
oompetent  to  demand  Mr.  Garbery  bat  the  Ezecatiye. 

It  does  not  appear  firom  yonr  Letter  that  yon  yrere  Gommissioned 
and  Anthoriied  to  demand  Mr.  Garbery ;  you  address  as  in  your 
jadieial  Capacity,  and  not  as  the  Commissioners  of  year  BzeoatiTC  t 
the  Act  of  Conneil  which  you  mention,  seems  to  hate  had  a  different 
Object,  and  refers  only  to  taking  measures  to  bring  Mr.  Carberry  to 
yoor  State  for  Trial. 

When  your  Executive  shall  think  proper  toezercise  their  Anthori^ 
in  the  present  Case,  and  make  a  Demand  of  Mr.  Garbery,  we  shall 
immediately  order  him  to  be  delivered  up,  and  removed  to  yon^ 
State.  Bat  we  do  not  think  we  can  be  justified  in  the  ezercise  of 
any  Authority  over  him  beyond  the  Limits  of  this  State^:  he  mnsl 
be  delivered  by  our  Officers  at  the  Limits'  and  there  received  by 
year's  If  he  is  to  psss  thro'  Delaware,  we  conceive  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  Authority  there  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Affair,  and  their  ministerial  Officers  ordered  to  receive  him  of  cur's, 
and  conduct  him  to  your  Limits,  where  your  0%er  will  take  charge 
of  htm,  and  carry  him  to  such  Gaol  in  your  State  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  direct. 

Not  having  had  the  Honor  of  any  communication  from  your  Ex- 
ecutive in  Answer  to  our  Address  on  this  Subject,  we  can  say  nothing 
of  their  Intentions,  and  it  does  not  become  us  to  repeat  the  Infor- 
mation by  another  Letter,  as  the  one  we  have  already  wrote  has  been 
received.    Wo  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard, 

Your  most  obed..  humble  Servants, 
JOHN  PACA. 

The  Hon'ble  Tho"  M'Eean  &  Jacob  Rush,  Esq". 

Albx.  McClean  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Union  Town,  16th  July,  1784. 
Sir, 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  your  Excellency 
from  some  person  in  this  county,  containing  reflections  upon  such  of 
the  Inhabitants  as  have  formerly  adhered  to  the  Government  of 
Virginia  particularly  aimed  at  the  appointment  of  Golonel  Robert 

*  See  page  74,  and  292. 
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Beall  to  the  Liefttenanoy  of  this  County  has  been  handed  to  me 
amount  others.* 

And  I  have  also  been  applied  to  by  some  of  the  Gentlemen  irhe 
think  themselves  injured  by  the  remarks  contained  in  that  Letter, 
to  certify  to  your  Ezcellenoy  whether  they  have  deserved  to  be 
branded  with  a  backwardness  to  join  in  whatever  has  beoi  proposed 
for  the  common  good  or  defence  of  this  frontier  during  the  War, 
In  oonsequenoe  of  this  their  request,  in  justice  to  truth  and  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Stewards  Crossings  (who  seem  to  be  particularly 
pointed  at,)  I  must  inform  your  Ezcellenoy  that  so  far  from  declining 
any  personal  or  other  assistance  that  has  been  deemed  essential  to 
the  good  of  the  country  at  large  those  very  people  thus  stigmatiaei 
have  ever  been  as  uniformly  free  of  their  personal  service  and  as 
liberal  of  their  property  on  all  occasions  as  any  others  within  my 
Knowledge. 

With  those  very  people  who  are  said  to  have  had  so  little  share  in 
the  burthen  of  the  War,  I  have  shared  the  &tigueB  of  the  most 
difficult  Campaign  that  has  been  carried  on  in  this  country,  and 
was  a  Witness  to  both  their  sufferings  and  fortitude.  Many  of  them 
have  been  in  the  Continental  service,  and  Colonel  Beall  in  particular 
during  a  great  part  of  the  War. 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  esteem, 
for  your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme, 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient, 
and  very  humble  Servt 

ALEXANDER  McCLEAN. 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President. 

Entered,  1 

Bond.  ^rEphraim  Douglass,  Esqr., ) 

ARTHU&  LbB  and  E.  BuTLEB  to  P&B8.  DICKINSON,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  July  28d,  1784. 
Sir, 

Having  something  relative  to  the  Treaties,  we  are  commissioDed 
to  negociate  with  the  Lidian  nations,  to  communicate  to  your 
Excellency  k  the  Council ;  we  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to 
inform  us  what  day  &  hour  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  give  as 
an  audience. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  yr.  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Servts. 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
R.  BUTLER.t 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  the  President. 

*  Seepage  264,  280.  f  CoL  Rec.,  XIV.,  p.  165 
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GONFJS&BKCa  WITH  Mb88IU3.   LbB  AND  BtJTLBR,  1784; 

Conference  with  Messrs.  Lee  ft  Butler  on  their  Letter. 

They  represented  The  neeessity  of  Dispatch  in  raising  the  TroopSi 
&  Perhaps  a  Gnmrantee  of  the  Pay  to  the  Soldiers  may  be  necessary. 

Answer  of  Coi. — ^We  have  viewed  this  Business  in  the  same  Light. 
^-Ezpeet  thcksnembers  of  the  Assembly  will  make  a  Honse  next 
Monday — we  shall  lay  the  affair  before  them  in  snoh  a  manner  as  to 
show  oor  opinioo  that  not  a  moment  of  time  is  to  be  lost  m  the 
Sxeention  of  the  Meosore. 

As  to  the  2d.  Point— We  cannot  be  positive,  hot  we  tUnk  i* 
probaUe,  that  from  the  Cironmstanoes  of  the  Case,  the  Legiilatore 
may  consider  these  states  bounds  to  make  good  die  pay  to  the  ofioers 
ftSoldiers.'^ 


S£C't  AfiMSTRONO    TO  THE  MaQISTRACT  AND    ShEKIFV  OJf 
KORTHUMBEELANI)    Co.,    1784. 

Philada.;  July  24th,  1784. 
Oentlemeni 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  disturbances  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wyoming  have  within  these  few  da3rs  revived  under  so  serious  a 
form  &  that  the  two  parties  have  proceeded  to  actual  hostilities. 
In  this  situation  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Council  to  require  you  by 
every  legal  means  in  your  power  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  facts 
&  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  vigor,  &  impartiality,  so  that  everj^ 
Person  committing  an  outrage  upon  the  peace  of  the  County,  &  the 
dignity^  of  the  State  may  1m  duly  punished.'  The  more  effectually 
to  countenance  these  proceedings  Council  have  thought  proper  to 
direct  the  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  County  to  hold  a  militia  de« 
tachment  in  immediate  readiness  to  proceed  to  your  aid  should  any 
tftssistance  of  this  kind  be  thought  necessary. 

I  am,  &o.,  with  great  regard,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jun.,  Secy. 
7n^or«af,— July  24th,  1784,  Copy  of  a  letter  to  the   Magistracy 
and  Sheriff  of  North'ld  Co.,  the  original  committed  to  Mr.  Mead  for 
eoaveyance,  Entd. 

*  The  foregoing  appears  to  be  a  rough  tnemorandiiiii  of  the  conforonoo^  in 
president  Dickinson's  writing.  As  there  is  nothing  on  the  minutes  respecting 
ie,  it  is  all  that  appears  on  the  nature  of  it. 
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Ssc'x  AKHsvKOJre  to  Thoilab  Cbho,  1784. 

SeoreUrVs  Office, 

Philad'a,  July  24th,  1784. 
DMtr  G6loaeI, 

Ike  dMtorbanoee  at  Wyoming  have  lakeo  so  ahrning  a  oasfc  a&A 
aeem  to  be  imnediately  diieetod  againat  (ke  peaoe  A  digDky  ef  the 
8iate*-aa  to  eall  for  some  very  early  k  vigoffOQa  neaaarea  on  the- 

Ki  of  (}o?eraoaenfc.  Letters  have  aooordingly  been  written  to  the 
riff  &  Magjatraoy  of  Nertbnmberland  Ooonty,  reqniring  them  to 
institate  an  immediate  enquiry  into  the  frata  A  proeeed  to  the  ez- 
eeatioft  of  the  lawa  with  all  poanble  energy.  To  gtre  the  greater 
foffoe  to  these  prooeedings,  Oounoil  have  alao  thought  proper  to 
direet  yea  to  hold  seme  parCof  yon;  Militia  in  readiness  to  aot  at  a 
moments  warning,  as  from  many  circnmstanoes  they  are  lead  to 
believe  that  the  exertion  of  a  miliatiy  force  will  soon  beoome 
necessary. 

I  am,  my  dear  Gol., 

yours,  &c.|  fto. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Beo'y. 
Indorudf  ^ 

To  Thomas  Craig,  Esq.,  LieuH  of  Nwihamj^ion  Oo, 


Bbtubn  of   Criminals   oonfikbd  ik  this  Jail  of  thb 
CxTX  AUD  GovNTY  OF  Philadslpaia,  1784* 

Return  of  the  Criminals  Confined  in  the  JaQ  of  the  City  &  County 
of  Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1T84.  f 

THOBiAS  Wall^  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunkot  Fleeson,  Esq. 
%ay  26tb,  1782.     Charged  on  suspicion  of  attempting  to  Rob  m 
House  in  this  Qity  at  th^  Corner  of  Vine  Street  &,  front  Street^  & 
sundry  other  Charges. 

Eleanor  WaiOBT,  Tryed.— Committed  by  William  MoMuUin, 
Esq.,  Nov'r  23d,  1782.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  Property  of 
Patrick  Mulholland. 

Barbara  Orist,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Jn«  Miller,  Esq.,  May 
12th,  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  the  sum  of  two  pounds  one 
Shilling  &  fife  pence  specie,  the  property  of  Barbara  Roop. 

Mathxas  Lukiks,  Tried. — Committed  by  John  Moore,  Esq., 
May  26th,  1783.  Charged  with  Killing  &  Murdering  Philip  Ee^er 
of  Kingsessittg. 

JoDN  Carroll,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Ileeson,  Esq., 
May  27th,  1783.  Charged  with  Robbing  the  Store  of  Stephen 
Austin  &  Co.;  and  part  of  the  goods  found  in  his  possession. 

♦  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  1«7. 
t  See  page  286. 
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BlciUftD  Shinnob,  Trjred.— Oommitkdd  by  Court,  Jtuie  8d,  1783. 
Charged  with  Robbing  a  man. 

Okobgs  DoNiYOBy  Tryed. — Committed  bj  Isaao  Howell,  Esq., 
June  6tb,  1783.  Obarged  on  snftpicion  of  steiiling  a  pieoe  oi  Cbints^ 
the  property  of  Wm.  Adcoek,  Esq. 

Abohibald  Tatlob,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plnnket  Fleeeon, 
Esq.,  Jniie  2l8t,  1783.  Charged  oa  raapioion  of  Robbing  Jb'o 
Francifl  Voily  on  the  Highway  of  4  half  Jobanniaea  &  anndry 
Wearing  ApperiL 

Joseph  8irrroM,  Tryed.— Comautted  by  Plunket  Sleeaon,  fisq., 
Jnly  8th,  1783.    Charged  with  Horse  Stealinff. 

Thomas  Mount,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plonket  fleamn,  Beq.^ 
Jaly  12th,  1783.  Charged  with  etealing  a  pieoa  of  Calioo,  the 
property  of  Bdw'd  Pole. 

John  Kban  &  Jambs  Hunks,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Coatt^ 
Jaly  29th,  1783.    Charged  with  an  Asaaolt  k  Batterv. 

Patbzck  Fitzsimmoks  ft  Maloom  MoFabland,  Tryed. — Oofai- 
mitted  by  Planket  Fleeeon,  Esq.,  Aogost  8th,  1783.  Charged  on 
aospicion  of  stealing  a  Looking  Glass  the  property  of  Jaoob  Jeama. 

Sabah  Bbown,  Tryed. — Committed  by  John  Moore,  Esq.,  Aug. 
25th  1783.  Charged  on  anspicion  of  atealing  6  Silyer  Spoons,  f oomI 
in  her  possession. 

James  MoOuieb,  Tryed.— Committed  by  Benj'n  Pasehall,  Esq., 
Ang't  29th  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  a  Watoh  the  property  of 
Mary  Brown^  also  Charged  with  atealing  1  p^  of  sihrisr  Buwles  the 
pro|^  of  Mary  Hunt. 

John  Butlbb,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Benj'n  Pasohall,  Esq. 
Ang't  29tb,  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  a  Cow,  the  property  of 
Thomas  WiULoy,  also  Chi^ged  with  stealing  a  Cow,  the  property  of 
Tho'a  Hall. 

Jambs  Kellt,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Benj'n  Pasohall,  Esq., 
Sep.  10th,  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  a  Maie  the  property  of 
Adam  Levi&gston. 

Ann  Pebibboke,  Tryed. — ^Committed  by  John  Miller,  Esq.,  Sep. 
29th,  1783.  Charged  on  soapioion  of  stealing  a  Quantity  of  Ooods, 
the  prop^  of  persons  nnlcnown. 

Edw^j)  Connabd.— Committed  Oct'r  2l6t,  1783.  Chained  by 
yirtne  of  a  Proolamation  by  the  president  St  Connoil  being  attainted 
with  High  Treasofi  &  ont  Law'd.     Delivered  by  Capt'n  Franks. 

John  Fostbb,  Tryed.— Committed  by  the  Court,  Got.  29%  1783. 
Charged  with  Stealing  a  Horse,  the  property  of  Joel  Evans. 

Isaac  Austin,  Tryed. — Committed  by  W"  MoMuUin,  Esq., 
Nov*^  13%  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  the  property  of  Paul 
Barnes.  « 

Thomas  Chablbs,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Benjamin  Pasohall,^ 
Esq  ,  Nov  W^f  1783.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  Jacket,  the  prop^ 
of  Jonathan  Edwards. 
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Mart  DailbT)  Tryed.~Oomi&iited  by  Willinffi  M'Mnllin^  Bsq., 
Nov  29«^,  1783.    Charged  with  Keepiog  a  Disorderly  House. 

Andeew  Lsblon,  John  Goodrton,  &  Lewis  Colonist,  All 
tibree  Tryed.— Oommitted  by  the  Honorable  Tbomaa  MoKean,  Esq., 
Dec  1"S  1783.  Charged  with  Aasulting,  beating  &  wOQndiDg  the 
body  of  George  McNealy. 

•  JossPH  Bottom LT,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq., 
Deo^  28%  1783.  Charged  with  a  Breach  of  the  peace  &  an  Assault 
&  Battery  on  the  Body  of  Ge*  Hacket  &  Others. 

Daniel  King,  Tryed.— Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq., 
Dec  26«»,  1783.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  Great  Coat  the  prop^^  of 
James  Morris. 

John  Smith,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq., 
Dec  27%  1783.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  saddle  from  off  a  Horse 
in  Market  Street. 

Philip  Hoofnagls,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Honorable 
Thomas  MoEean,  Esquire,  Dec<^30f%  1783.  Charged  with  Robb- 
iag  the  Coach  House  of  Rob'  Morris,  Esquire^  &  Stealing  from 
thenee  Sundry  Goods,  &  Wearing  Apperil,  &o. 

Daniel  WiLLiAMS.^-Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKcan,  Esquire,  Jan'  9%  1784.  Charged  with  diyers  Robberys, 
of  which  he  is  Attainted. 

John  Philips,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Jan' 
12%  1784.  Charged  with  Robbing  the  Store  of  Bdw«  Pole,  & 
breaking  Open  &  Robbing  the  Store  of  Jn*  Stnvwbridge. 

William  Conner  &  George  Dayis,  Tryed.-*-Committed  bj 
Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Feb' 2%  178  (.  Charged  with  Stealing  2 
Horses  the  prop'  of  Jn*  Garrett  of  Southwark. 

Jambs  Brown,  Tryed.— Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq., 
Fob*  3%  1784.  Charged  with  Robbing  Edw^  Pole  &  Others,  & 
under  Indictment  in  the  City  Court 

John  Chandler,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleesou,  Esq., 
Feb'  b^^y  1784.  Charged  with  throwing  the  Mate  of  the  Ship 
Commerce  Overboard. 

John  Morgan,  Tiyed. — Committed  by  William  Rush,  Esq., 
March  12^>',  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  piece  of  Mardlhs 
Quilting,  the  prop'  of  Peter  Gallegher. 

Charles  Watman,  Tryed. — Committed  by  W"  M^Mullin,  Esq., 
April  7%  1784.     Charged  ?nth  Stealing  the  prop«  of  Jn«  Walker. 
.  Charles  Smith,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Isaac  Howel,  Esquire, 
April  8'%  1784.   Charged  with  Stealing  Goods,  the  prop' of  Thomas 
]>rumond. 

.  Godfrey  Zimmerman,  Tryed. — Committed  by  William  Rush, 
Esq.,  April  26*%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  some  Goods,  the 
property  of  Lasarous  Bamet. 

Wiluam  Reed.-— Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  April 
27'%  1784.     Charged  with  HI  Designs  &  Chalanging  to  figh^  &». 
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Hioh'l  P0WSB8,  Trjed.— Committed  by  The  Court,  April  28^^, 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Asaaiilt  &  Battery  on  the  body  of  Joha 
Connor. 

John  Moork»  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McEean,  Esquire,  April  28'S  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a 
Horse,  the  property  of  Benj*  Shoemaker. 

Thomas  Fish,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Jn*  Miller,  Esq.,  April 
28"^,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  White  Bonnet,  2  Black  Ditto^ 
1  Silk  Cloak,  the  property  of  Job  Lepinoot.  ^ 

KoBXRT  Powv^L,  Tryed. — Committed  by  William  McMuUin,* 
Esq.,  May  lO'S  1784.    Charged  with  an  Assanlt  &  Battery  on  th« 
Body  of  Mary  Powell. 

Will'm  Caixaghan,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Wm.  McMulIin^ 
Esq.,  May  11%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  prop<  of  William 
Hammell. 

Sam'l  Hambleton. — Committed  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  May 
11^,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  an  Assnlt  &  Battery  on  the 
body  of  Tho^  Wilson — ^And  on  Suspicion  of  Felony. 

Chablss  QBBER.r— Committed  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  May  12% 
1784.    Charged  with  Doing  his  wife  personal  Iniury. 

BoDGEB  MoClanagan,  Txyed. — Committed  by  W"  McMullin, 
Esq.,  May  14%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  prop^  of  Bobeft 
Search. 

Hugh  Mtjlholand. — Committed  by  Will*  Bush,  May  15% 
1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Stealing  12  pounds  State  Moneyi 
a  Silver  Stock  Buckel,  and  a  Pincushon  Chair. 

Jaicbs  Bolland,  Jno.  Leohland,  &  James  Hustons,  all  8 
Tryed. — Committed  by  Benj-  Pasohall,  Esq.,  Msy  17, 1784.  Charged 
with  Stealing  a  Jacket,  the  prop*  of  Tho*  Volet,  their  Master. 

Daniel  MuNaoBS. — Committed  by  W"  Rush,  Esq.,  May  18% 
1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  being  Concerned  with  others  in 
Stealing  twelve  pounds  State  Money  &  some  other  Articles,  tha 
prop*  of  Mary  Switser. 

John  Benson. — Committed  by  Benj"  PaBcball,  Esq.,  May  19% 
1784.     Charged  with  having  Stolen  Goods  in  his  possession. 

Eleanor  LiNDON. — Committed  by  Beoj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  May  20'^ 
1784.     Charged  with  Harbouring  Jn<>  Benson  &  John  McDonald. 

John  MoDormit. — Committed  by  Bcnj"  Paschall,  Esq.,  May 
24>S  1784.     Charged  with  Stealing  Sundry  Wearing  Apperil. 

Thomas  Bantling. — ^Committed  by  William  Bush,  Esq.,  May 
24^*,  1784.  Charged  with  Fornication  Committed  on  Bebecca  Mo 
Ginnis. 

Bdw'd  Nuton. — ^Committed  by  Benj"  Pasohall,  Esq.,  May  25** 
1784.     Charged  with  Opening  a  House  by  Henry  Williams. 

Charles  De  Lonoghamp,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Honors* 
ble  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  May  25^,  1784.  Charged  with  an 
Assault  and  Battery  on  the  body  of  the  Hon^^  Francis  Barbe 
Marboys  Consul  General  of  France. 
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JoHK  Kaur  &  John  McDonald,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the 
Hononble  Thomas  MoKean,  £sqaire,  Maj  26^,  1784.  Chaiged 
with  Bobbing  Thomas  Leming  in  South  Wark. 

Sam'l  Sayknioh. — Oommltled  by  William  Bvsh,  Esq.,  May 
%S^,  1784.  Charged  on  Snspidon  of  Stealing  a  piece  of  Checht 
Linnen  the  prop'  of  Ge"  A.  Bahore. 

Ghabubs  Shayusk  k  Arthur  Harbcrt. — Committed  by  Benj« 
Paechall,  Esq.,  May  29*^,  1784.    Charged  on.Saspieioo  of  Stealing 
^8  Silver  Table  Spoons  &  7  tea  ditto,  the  prop*  of  Mary  Linn. 

John  Murpht. — Committed  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  June  b^, 
1784.    Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Felony,  by  Andrew  Tybout 

John  Southerland,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Will*  MoMnllin, 
Esq.,  June  7^,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  property  of 
limry  Baisins  &  Sarah  Barrey. 

JosRPH  Chalk. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  Jirae  8^, 
1784.  Charged  with  Sundry  Bobberys,  by  him  Committed  in 
Company  with  Jn"  McDonald,  John  Benson  A  Others. 

Will'm  Sboth. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  Juno  11% 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealisg  a  pair  of  Siker  Buckels  the  property 
of  Tho-  Cooke, 

John  BuoKias. — Committed  by  William  Bush,  Esq.,  June  12<^, 
1784.  Chaiged  by  Marguret  Tmely^  of  Stealing  thirty-five  French 
Crowns. 

Andrew  Bradt. — Committed  by  Benj"  P^hall,  Esq.,  June 
18"^,  1782.  Charged  with  Stealing  twenty  Gold  Binga,  the  prop'  of 
W*  Donaveou. 

John  Traiot. — Committed  by 'William  Bush,  Esq.,  June  19^^, 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  Case  of  Basors  ft  some  Wearing 
Apperil,  the  property  of  Capt*  Jeremiah  Simmons. 

Maroaret  Burnrt. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  Juno 
220, 1734.  Charged  by  Ann  Darrough  with  Stealing  8  HandBter- 
obiels  ft  one  pocket  Book,  &c. 

George  Crowder,  Patrick  Green  ft  Mary  Marr. — Com- 
mitted by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  June  26*^  1784.  Charged  or 
Suspicion  of  Bobbing  the  Store  of  Joseph  Turner. 

(^ISTOPHER  Grogshop.— Committed  by  John  Moore,  Esq., 
Juie  25%  1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  ft  Battery  on  the  body 
of  Margaret  Grooshop. 

JoftN  UDWORTH.--Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  June  28% 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  two  pair  of  Moreen  Shoes,  the  pro- 
perty of  George  Morris. 

Mathew  Dawson.— Committed  by  William  Bush,  Esq.,  June 
28%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  Sundry  Goods  the  property  of 
Persons  Unknown. 

John  Botd  ft  Jambs  DAYiD.^-Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson 
Esq.,  Jane  29^,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Stealing  8om« 
Leather;  the  property  of  M^  Willing. 
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Mabt  Cahson. — G<»Dmitted  by  Jn*  Miller  Esq.,  June  29** 
1784.  Charged  with  an  AssaaU  k  Battery  on  the  Bodys  of  Jadith 
Emery  and  Francis  Cooper,  Constable. 

Francib  Boss. — Committed  by  Isaao  Howell,  Esq.,  Jnne  2d% 
1784.     Charged  with  Snspicion  of  Felony. 

John  BouaAiraio  &  Pster  Ls  Costkb. — Committed  by  Tsaae 
Howell,  Esq.,  Jane  29*^,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspioion  of  Felony 
by  Capt*  Stephens,  Mendonphin. 

John  Napp.— Committed  by  William  Bash,  Esq.,  Jaly  2«,  1784. 
Charged  with  Stealing  Nine  pair  of  Men's  Shoes,  &  three  dollarS| 
the  property  of  George  Morris. 

Wm.  McjRPHET.-^ommitted  by  John  Miller,  Jnly  8',  1784. 
Charged  with  an  Asenlt  k  Battery  on  the  body  of  Samuel  Powell. 

James  McMullin. — Cmmitted  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  July  8', 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  &  Battery  on  the  body  of  Daniel 
Murphey,  &  also  Bobbing  him  of  2  half  Johannises. 

Joseph  Bradon. — Committed  by  Samuel  Wharton,  Esq.,  July 
5**,  1784.  Charged  with  his  not  finding  Securities  for  hia^  Good 
bebayioqr  towards  Emelia  Taylor  k  Mary  Purvis. 

Phiijp  Wies,  Tryed. — Cmmitted  by  the  Supreme  Court  July 
6*^,  1784.  Sentenced  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty 
dpUars,  to  be  imprisoned  8  months,  to  Give  Security  for  his  Good 
behayionr  biniBelf  in  £500;  another  seearity  in  £2&0,  k  to  pay 
Costs. 

John  Pajlr.— Committed  by  Isaao  Howell,  Esq.;  July  Z^^  1784. 
Charged  on  Suspieion  of  Felony. 

BuRSXT  MoDoNALD. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq., 
Jttly  9"^,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  pair  of  Silver  BuokleS| 
the  property  of  Christopher  Ibish. 

Daniel  Eittbr.— Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean, 
Esqidre,  Jnly  18^^,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Murdering 
George  Fitler. 

George  Masman. — Committed  by  William  Bush,  Esq.,  July 
16">,  1784.  Charged  with  taking  a  ^se  Oath,  which  he  has  been 
Convicted  of  by  a  Writting  in  the  Hands  of  Thomas  Bradford. 

Mabt  Pendegbage. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq ,  July 
17**,  1784.  Charged  by  her  Husband,  Jn<>  Pendergraee,  with  Com- 
mitting adultry. 

.  John  Bttbns. — Committed  by  Benj«  Paschall,  Esq.,  July  17**, 
1784.  Charged  by  ^xn"  Pendcgrace  with  Committing  Fornication 
with  his  Wife. 

John  Long. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Bsq.y  July  20**, 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  k  Battery  on  the  body  of  his 
Wife. 

Isaao  HusKiNS.-r-Committed  by  William  Masters,  Esq.,  July 
20**,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  one  Great  Coat  the  property  of 
Idathios  Crcmer. 


S02  PBNNSTLTANIA  ABOHIYBS  ITM. 

NiOHOLAS  FiTZOBaA£D. — ^Oommitted  by  WUliam  Bash*  Baq., 
July  20'S  1784  Charged  with  an  AwaaU  &  Battery  on  Ihe  body 
of  his  Wifel 

HsNBY  Prosbous. — Oommitted  by  William  MastorSy  Bsq.,  July 
21>S  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  12Ib  of  powder,  the  pt^perty  of 
CapIP  John  Bve,  of  Erankford. 

Ba&nkt  0'NsAL.--Comiiutted  by  Benj*.  Pasohall,  Esq.,  Joly  22«9 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  pair  Silver  Bnokles  &  one  pair  of 
Shoei ,  the  property  of  George  Moore. 

Luke  EjBATiNa. — Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomaa  E^ean, 
Esquire,  Jaly  22',  1784.    Charged  with  Coonterfiting  &  Forging 
the  Hooae  of  Amos  Taylor  &  Others. 
His  Exoellenoy  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Esecntive  Goimml 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of  your  Order  of  the  eighth  of  July,  I  have  ex- 
tracted from  the  Record  of  the  Goal  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  the  names  and  Crimes  of  all  the  persons  Committed 
for  eriminal  Offences.  * 

THOMAS  PROCTER, 
Shit* 


OOUKCIL  0?  CbHSOBS  to  PkBS,  AXS>  GoUtfGIL)  1784. 

In  the  Gonneil  of  Cenaorfl, 

July  26th|  1784. 
Sir, 

By  an  Order  of  Council  of  this  Day  I  am  directed  to  request  your 
Excellency  &  the  Honn:>le,  the  Supreme  Bxeontive  Council,  to  inform 
them  '*  whether  any  proceeding  at  your  Hon'ble  Board  is  carried  on 
by  Balliotjf  or  silent  and  secret  Vote,  and  if  there  be,  how  such  pnu>> 
tice  accords  with  the  Right  to  which  every  Member  is  entitled  of 
enteripff  bis  Reasons  of  Dissent  from  any  proceeding  upon  the 
Journab  of  Council.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  respectfuilyi 
Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
FR'DK  A.  MUHI4ENBERG,  Preeid'k 
Directedf 
flis  Excellency,  the  Plesident  of  the  Supreme  Sxeentive  Oonfteil. 


Waa  Owiofl  TO  P&xs.  D10KIH8ON,  1784. 

War  Office,  July  28th,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  June  last,  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  following  Ofioexa, 

*  See  page  286.  f  See  page  806. 
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besides   one  Lientenant    Colonel    Commandant,   one  Renmental 
Sorgeeii  and  one  Mate,  will  be  required  ai  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tftoia  to  command   her  qaota  of  Militia  to  be  raised  nnder  that 
resolution  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  posts. 
Artillerj,  1  Osptaini  2  Lieutenants. 
Infantry,  2  Captains,  2  LieutenantSi  2  Ensigns. 
I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  mspecty 

TourBxoellenej's  mostobed.  H'ble  Strv't, 

JOS.  CABLBTON. 
Directed, 

(Public  Service.) 
His  EJzcellenoy,  31ie  President  of  Pensylvama. 
War  Office. 

260 — 3  Companies  &  50  men  to  the  State  of  Pennsjltania. 
Calculation. 
Pennsylvania.  75  men  to  a  Company  irill  be  8  Companies  &  85 
New  York,  ...  2  «  16 

Connecticut^  -  -  -  2  ««  15 

Jersey,  ...  1  <<  85 


Sbo't  Ajucbtrono  to  Thomas  Craig,  SsQ.,  LravTSSAst  07 

THJB  OOUN$7  OV  NORTHAMPTON,   1784. 

Secretary's  Office,  P>^,  July  29tb|  1784« 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  enclosed  Resolutions  of  Council  of  this 

day*— ^hey  will  sufficiently  explain  the  Intentions  of  Government. 

Captain  6oyd  &  myself  have  already  directed  a  supply  of  Ammu<^ 

nition  to  be  forwarded  to  you.     We  shall  exert  cursives  to  procure 

an  immediate  Conveyance  for  it 

The  Besolutions  which  regard  the  County  of  Northumberland, 
are  dispatched  thither  by  Express,  &  we,  hope  that  an  immediata 
oo-operation  may  be  brought  about. 

I  nave  now  to  request,  from  personal  as  well  as  public  motives,  that 

jou  will  make  choice  of  such  Officers  as  from  your  acquaintance  with 

them,  will  best  merit  your  nomimvJ^pn  &  the  Confidence  of  the  State. 

Enclosed  is  the  additional  supplement  to  the  Militia  Law,  under 

which  you  are  to  act. 

We  propose  to  set  off  to-morrow    or  next  day,  at  farthest,  & 
bope  to  find  ourselves  enabled  to  proceed  without  any  great  delay. 
I  am,  dear  Col., 

y  Ob.  &  very  humble  ser*, 

JOHN  A&MSIBO^a,  jr.,  Seo> 
.  •  fiee  GeL  Reo.,  Yel.  Z17.»  p.  107. 
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Sbc'T  AbMSIBOKG  to  ShBBIFF  07    NOBIHUMBBBIiAND  Co.^ 

1784. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Northamberland, 
PhilAd%  Jaly  29,  1784. 
By  the  enclosed  Resolations,  yoa  will  find  it  the  intentions  of 
Oovernment  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  energy  against  every  person, 
without  diserimlnitiony  who  has  outraged  y*  Tranqaillity  of  the  Sute, 
— By  the  3*  Resolution,  you  will  observe  the  necessity  of  going 
hand  in  hand  w^  Captain  Willson — &  with  him,  awaiting  the  farther 
directions  provided  for  by  the  4^^  Resolution.     The  ground  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Nesoopeck  Creek;  is  assigned  as  the  place  of  Beodesvoos. 
lam^'&c.;  &c.| 

JOHN  ARMSTROXa,  jr.,  Sec'y. 
Some  of  y*  writs  to  be  executed  are  enclosed. 

July  29th,  1784. 


Sbc'7  Armstrong  to  William  Wilson,  Esq.,  Libut.  or 

GOIU^TY  OV    NORIHUMBBRLAND,  1784. 

Philad.,  July  29,  1784. 
Sir, 

Bndosed  you  have  a  copy  of  some  resolutions  of  Gounoil  of  thia 
day.'*'  They  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  your  greatest  possi- 
ble industry  &  attention. 

In  addition  to  them,  I  have  to  tell  you — that  Council,  from  the 
confidence  they  have  in  your  capacity  &  Attachment,  wish  you  to 
engage  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops  which  may  be  called  forth  by 
your  Order.  The  price  they  propose  to  give,  is  10}  D.  per  Ration. 
The  quantity  to  be  procured  must  depend  upon  your  own  Calcula- 
tions— for  as  this  business  will  be  subject  to  much  Contingency,  it 
is  impossible  for  Council  to  hazard  a  single  conjecture  on  that  soore.' 

I  have  also  to  communicate  their  wishes,  that  you  will  not  only 
pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  Character  of  the  Oncers  nominated 
to  the  Command  of  the  men,  &  b^itll  means  avoid  such  as  have  been 
distinguished  by  their  predilections  to  either  side  of  the  Question — 
but  that  you  will  also  come  on  with  the  troops  yourself  to  the  groaod 
opposite  to  J*  mouth  of  Nescopeck  Creek,  where  we  will  endeavor 
to  meet  you  with  the  Northampton  Detachment.  As  it  is  impossible 
to  calculate  with  much  precision  upon  the  movements  of  Militia — 
we  cannot  venture  to  name  the  day  on  which  we  shall  be  there,  but 
the  probability  is,  that  we  shall  reach  it  before  you,  as  it  is  our  in* 
*  Bee  QoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  page  166. 
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tonticn  to  ino?e  m  ezpadiiionsly  tm  |>OMible.  If  so^  we  wU  oom- 
mnnioate  with  joa  by  letter,  or  otherwise,  &  direot  to  what  ether 
point  yon  are  to  shape  your  moveiDeats. 

The  Sheriff  of  yoar  Comity  will  receive  the  Orders  of  Council  to 
oo-operate  with  us,  &  under  the  countenance  we  shall  afford,  be  pre- 
pared to  execute  the  writs  which  have  been  issued  by  the  Judicial 
authority. 

You  will  remember,  also,  to  bring  with  you  whatever  ammunitioQ 
or  other  public  stores  that  may  be  deposfted  at  Sunbury; 
if  you  should  have  no  powder,  you  will  mi^e  a  purchase  of  such 
Quantity  as  will  be  necessary  for  your  party,  as  it.  might  be  impn»- 
dent  to  come  forward  without  it. 

I  have  only  to  add,  y<  if  you  should  be  at  the  place  of  Rendezvous 
before  us,  you  will  take  such  steps  as  will  best  secure  you  against 
disasters  of  any  kind. — All  this  command,  however,  you  are  to  ei- 
ereise  with  great  address,  &  let  it  appear  to  be  rather  the  effect  of 
advice  &  persuasion,  than  the  result  of  authority. 

To  Oapt.  Wilson. 


Thovas  Craig  to  Pbes.  DicEiNSOBr)  1784. 

Easton,  July  22%  1784. 
Sir, 

I  inclose  a  return  of  the  outstanding  fines  (except  twenty  five 
pounds  some  shillings  that  has  been  collected  in  the  sixth  Battalion 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury)  in  the  first,  third,  fourth  and  sixth 
Battalions,  for  the  fall  1783^nd  of  the  first,  third,  and  sixth,  for 
•  the  Spring  1784, 1  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  return  for  the  Spring 
1784  of  the  fourth,  commanded  bv  Colonel  Eean,  nor  anv  of  the 
second  and  fifth,  commanded  by  Colonels  Beahm  and  Stroud. 

Doubtless  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council,  will  think 
ma  wanting  in  point  of  duty,  for  not  having  made  this  return  fully 
by  the  first  of  this  Instant,  but  fiatter  myself  that  when,  you  come 
to  oonsider  how  difiioult  it  is  to  collect  them  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  County,  the  people  they  are  to  be  got  from,'  and  that  I  am 
totally  unassisted  by  preceoding  examples,  you  wUi  I  hope  make 
just  allowance — ^for  permit  me  to  assure  your  Honorable  Body,  that 
I  have  done  everything  in  my  power,  except  that  of  putting  the  law 
in  ^roe,  and  that  should,  have  been  done  before  this  time,  only  that 
I  waited  for  the  abstracts  of  the  outstanding  fines,  that  h%ve  been 
delivered  to  the  Comptroller  General  by  my  predecessors,  in  order 
to  make  the  business  of  the  collection  more  easy,  and  less  expensive. 
I  am  told  there  was  no  orders  issued  for  exercising  in  the  Spring  of 
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17SS,  «ri  iiial  the  HiHIia  did  Mt  anmiiUe,  MDMqMiay  Ih^ 
not  be  any  Mtonit  niade  lor  tlutt  period. 
I  hftye  the  honor  to  be 

with  all  dae  esteem  and  respect 

year  Excellenc/s  most  obed* 

and  most  Hble  Serr*, 

TH08.  GRAIO. 
JKmlfti,— On  pnUie  Serme, 

His  Ezodlency  John  DickiBsoDy  Esqnirei  Pkesident  of  the  Ss- 
pname  SxeeatiTe  Ooond^  Phikdelpbia. 


A  Betvm  of  the  fines  arising  from  Delinquents  in  Norttenpton 
County  on  the  difFersnt  days  of  exercise  as  made  to  me  by  the 
Commanding  Offioen  of  Battalions. 

Easton,  July  22^,1784. 
For  Fall,  1788.  For  Spring,  1784. 

1«*  Battalion,  £  24  5  0         

8«  Battalion,  106  15  0 

4«»  Battalion,  65  0  0 

6<^BattaUon,'  92  5  0 

I  do  certify  that  the  above  return  is  as  true  as  it  is  possible  for 
me  to  make  it,  from  the  returns  I  received  from  the  different  Com- 
manding officers  of  Battalions. 

THOa.  CBAia.  lieu* 

Northampton  County. 


£14  0  0 
74  0  0 

iiVs  6 


PfiKS.  DicEiNBov  TO  CouNoiL  ov  Cbhsobs,  1784. 

In  Council,  July  80, 1784. 
Sir, 

This  Board  proceeds  by  Ballot*  only  in  Elections  to  Office. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  humble  aurvant, 

JOHN  DICKINSOir. 
Direded, 

The  Honorable  Fredl  A.  Muhlenburg,  President  of  the  Council 
of  Censors 

*  See  page,  802. 


Prbs.  DiOKnrsoH  to  ULesbbb.  Botd  ft  Ashbtboko^  1784% 

In  Oonnoa,  August  10^  1784. 
QeDtlemen,     , 

We  haye  reoeired  vonr  Letter  by  Otptaia  Sohott,  and  are  in 
Hopes,  that  when  the  iDsargents  axe  ooDTinoed  of  the  determined 
Beeolntion  of  the  Government^  to  insist  upon  a  due  submission  to 
the  anthoritj  of  the  people  of  Penn%  they  will  desist  from  farther 
violences. 

As  soon  as  they  are  in  that  Disposition^  yon  will  please  to  hay^d 
the  proper  legal  steps  taken,  that  those  who  have  disturbed  the 
Peace,  of  whatever  party  they  are,, may  be  rendered  answerable  for 
their  Conduct.  It  shall  be  our  Endeavour,  as  it  is  our  Duty,  to 
impress  this  Principle,  that  it  is  extreme  folly  for  men  to  expect, 
they  shall  promote  their  real  Interests  by  a  Gontempt  for  the  Laws 
of  their  Country. 

The  Fortifications  at  Wyoming  we  would  have  levelled  and  totally 
destroyed,  &  the  Cannon,  arms  removed  to  Sunbury,  &  their  safely 
depodted. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
Honble  Jn*  Boyd  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Armstrong. 


C0Hlf*S6  OV    THB  OOUKTT  OF    PHILADBLPHIA  TO    CoUNCHu 

1784. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President,  and  the  Hon- 
ourabk  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Commissioners  having  been  applied  to  for  some  of  the  Iron 
work  of  the  Old  Goal,  which  induced  us  to  examine  the  Laws  res- 
pecting the  Sale  of  the  Old  Goal,  Work-house  and  house  of  Correc- 
tion, find  by  an  act  passed  the  2^  day  of  February,  1778,  pUfle  483, 
that  the  Commissioners  were  impowered  to  make  Sale  of  the  Old 
Goal,  &c.  By  a  Supplement  to  tne  Act  intitled  **  An  Act  for  erect- 
ing a  New  (}oa].  Work-house  and  house  of  Correction,  in  tiie  City 
of  Philadelphia,''  passed  1775,  page  528,  wherein  it  is  recited,  that 
the  Commissioners  were  impowered  by  the  first  mentioned  a6t  to  sell 
the  Old  Goal  &c.  On  a  further  examination  of  the  Laws,  find  that 
by  an  act  passed  the  28«*  day  of  FeVy,  1780,  page  269,  in  the  third 
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Section,  that  the  power  of  making  Sale  of  the  oU  Goal  &c.,  ia  takdn 
^m  the  CommianOnen,  and  yeated  in  the  Sapreme  Bxeoutire 
Gonacily  which  pata  it  out  of  the  Gommissionen  power  to  give  the 
apirijem  an  anawer.  We  beg  the  fiYour  of  Gonncil  to  take  it  into 
oonaideration^  and  give  na  their  directions. 
We  are  Qentlemen 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  vS*y  HumV*  Servants, 

MICHAEL  SHUBERT. 
JOHN  BJROOKB.* 
Philad-,  Aug*  12%  1784. 
Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson;  Esq',  President,  &o.  &c.  &c. 


Michael  Ryan  to  CoTOcrL,  1784, 

To  His  Excellency  the-  President  and  the  Hon^**  the  Sapreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Memorial  of  Michael  Byan, 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  being  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  very 
early  embarked  in  the  Cause  of  America,  and  served  with  reputation 
in  many  Capacities,  as  he  can  elucidate  from  General  Washington's 
approbation  of  his  Conduct  when  he  left  the  Army  and  other  respec- 
table Testimonials.  That  your  Memorialist  continued  m  the  said 
service  between  three  and  four  years  and  when  he  resigned  it  was 
owing  to  his  being  injured  in  his  Bank  from  an  accidental  appoint- 
ment which  then  took  place.  That  as  soon  as  your  Memorialist  left 
the  Service  of  the  United  States  he  was  immediately  thereupon 
appointed  Inspector  General  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  thus 
altogether,  remained  in  the  Public  Service  as  a  Military  Character 
^e  principal  part  of  the  Late  War.  That  your  Memorialist  obtained 
Certificates  for  his  depreciation  of  pay  from  the  Auditors  appointed 
under  the  act  of  assem  oly  in  that  case  made  and  provided  which  Certi- 
ficates have  been  long  since  transferred  and  negociated  as  Money 
Bona  fide  and  justiy  due  to  him. 

That  a  Capias  ad  respondendum  has  now  issued  against  your  Memo- 
riaUst  to  recover  back  of  him  the  am'  and  value  of  the  said  Certificate 
(being  about  £547)  and  your  memorialist  is  now  in  the  Custody  of 
the  Sheriff  of  this  City  and  County.  That  your  Memorialist  con- 
ceives it  very  Cruel  after  disposing  of  a  Certificate  obtained  in  maa- 
Dor  aforesaid  to  be  called  upon  ^o  refund  the  same. 

Your  Memorialist  conceiving  himself  very  much  injured  under 
these  <HroQmstances  is  advis'd  to  apply  to  the  Hon*^*  Hoase  of 
Assembly  for  redress. 

*  0M  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  ITS. 
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He  therefore  in  tbe  meantime  prays  your  Hon'ble  Board  will  be 
Pleased  to  stay  and  Postpone  the  proceedings  against  him  and  make 
sach  order  in  the  premises  as  to  yonr  Wisdom  may  seem  meet. 
Yonr  Memorialist  will  ever  pray^  &c.y 

M.  BTAN. 

Philadelphia,  Ang«*  13%  1784. 
Indorsedj 

See  act  for  settling  Deprec'on  Accts,  passed  13  April,  1780,  ft 
Resolution  of  the  Oen^  J^aefr  of  August  27, 1783.     Read  Jn  Council 
17th  of  Aug*,  1784,  and  rejected. 
I>ireeiedy 

To  His  Ezeellency  the  President  and  The  Hon'ble  The  Supreme 
Ezeoative  Ck>uncil  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Shribbr  to  Prbs.  Dickinboh,  1784* 

Lancaster,  Aag*^  16th,  1784. 

Tbe  CoanoQ'  having  appointed  me  to  the  Oare  of  the  Barraeks, 
Public  Store-house  ft  Powder  Magazine  in  this  Town,  I  beg  leaye  to 
inform  them  that  one  of  the  Gable  Ends  has  lately  been  broke  down 
by  the  fall  of  a  Chimney  from  that  part  of  the  Barracks  which  was 
lately  sold,  this  accident  has  laid  open  some  of  the  Rooms  and  will 
receive  much  injury  from  the  weather  indeed  the  whole  of  the  Bar- 
racks are  in  a  ruinous  sitaation  and  unless  a  new  roof  is  put  on  the 
whole  burraoks  will  be  destroyed  in  a  Short  Time. 

I  am  Sir 

Tour  h'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  SHBIBER. 


Pebs.  Dickihson  to  Libut.  Col.  Harmbr,  1784.  - 

J* 

In  Council, 

August  14,  1784. 
gir, 

A^eeable  to  our  Communication  of  this  Day ;  You  will  procee4 
immediately  to  inlist  and  embody  three  Companies  of  Infantry,  Each 
consisting  of  seventy  Men,  and  fifty  Men  as  part  of  Artillery  Company. 

In  penorming  this  service,  you  will  please  to  conform  strictly  to 
tlie  following  Rules : 

First — ^To  guard  against  Imposition,  every  Recruit,  before  his 
Attestation  be  signed,  is  to  be  carefully  examined^  least  he  should 

VoJU  X— 14. 
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have  a  Raptare^  fitB,  or  some  other  Disease,  whioh  may  render  him 
incapable  of  performing  the  more  active  Datiee  of  a  soldier.  All 
such^  and  also,  all  persons  who  have  been  in  the  British  service  at 
any  time  daring  the  late  War^  and  also,  all  persons  who  have  been 
in  the  American  service  and  have  not  been  honorably  diaoharged, 
are  to  be  absolutely  rejected,  and  those  of  the  best  Character,  both  . 
as  soldiers  &  Men,  to  be  selected. 

Secondly — When  an  nnezoeptionable  Recruit  shall  be  engaged, 
you  are  to  take  or  send  him  to  some  justice  of  the  Peace,  who  find-, 
ing  him  to  be  sober,  &  having  read  to  him  the  form  of  the  inlist- 
ment,  &  attestation  is  to  cause  the  recruit  to  sign  the  said  inlist- 
ment,  &  then  administer  to  him  the  oath  herewith  inclosed 
dvplicate  of  which  attestation  and  inlistment  the  justice  shall  wit- 
ness. Of  these  one  Copy  is  to  be  transmitted  to  this  Board;  the 
other  you  will  retain  in  your  own  hands. 

Thirdly — The  inclosed  form  of  inlistment  &  attestation  is  to  be 
invariably  observed. 

Fourthly — ^As  an  Encouragement  for  the  inlistment  of  such 
Beorait^  you  are  authoriaed  to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
the  Pay,  subsistence  &  Rations  heretofore  allowed  to  the  Troops  of 
The  United  States,  and  one  months  pay  aftec  the  Troops  az«  em- 
bodied before  their  March. 

Fifthly — Council  expect  a  weekly  Report  of  your  progress  in 
ihie  Boaiaess  till  it  be  concluded. 

I  am^  Sir, 
your  obedient 
&  hble.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  J^^h  Harmer. 

Acknowledgement  &  Attestation. 

I  acknowledge 

mys^f  to  be  fidrly  &  truely  inlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania  Troops 
oomioanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joeiah  Harmer  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  this  Bay 

of  1784. 

Witness. 

I  do  swear 

to  be  true  &  faithful  to  the  United  States  of  America,  that  I  will 
faithfully  serve 'them  in  the  Troops  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colpnel  Josiah  Harmer  for  the  space  of  one  year  from  the 
Date  of  this  attestation  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  that  I  will  be 
obedient  to  the  orders  of  Congress  and  of  the  Committee  of  the 
State  in  the  Recess  of  Congress ;  and  to  the  officers  who  are  or  shall 
be  set  over  mo,  according  to  the  Rules  &  Regulations  formed  for  ibe 
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goTOmmeni  of  th€  l«4e  Army  of  lfa«  Unilfed  Stately  or  tooh  Rules 
ftod  BegulttioQSy  as  Googress  or  a  GqmmiUee  of  the  State  may 
form.    So  help  Me. 
Sworn  before  Me 

a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  A.B. 

this        Day  of  1784. 


MoNS.  Db  Mabbois  to  Pbks,  Dickinson,  1784. 

•     (Translation.) 

Philadelphia,  15  Anga8t,1784. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  too  much  thank  your  Excellency  for  haying  farnished 
me  with  an  opportunity  to  amend  the  mistake  of  the  Copyist  iu  the 
Letter,  which  I  bad  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  8th  of  June 
last.*  It  is  so  palpable,  and  the  Sense  which  it  presents  so  contrary 
to  the  respect  which  I  profess  and  Owe  to  the  Supreme  Council, 
that  I  am  really  grieyed  at  not  having  sooner  had  an  opportunity  of 
transmitting  to  you  the  original  of  this  Letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  an  exact  Copy  of  it,  and  I  beg 
yon  to  oonsider  the  other  as  null  as  it  is  so  in  fact. 

I  eagerly  embraoe  this  opportunity  of  Bequesting  you  Sir,  to 
aasnre  the  Council  of  my  unremitted  attention  to  whatever  maycon- 
tribnte  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Friendship  and  good  Understand- 
ing between  the  two  Nations,  and  of  the  satisfoction  which  I  feel  in 
meeting  wiA  the  same  dispositions  in  your  Exoellency  and  the 
Sopreme  Ooonoil. 

I  am, 
with  respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  humble  and 
most  obd.  Servant, 

DS  MARBOIS. 


Lt.  Col*  Josiah  Habmar  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  August  16th,  1784. 
The  respectable  appointment,f  which  your  honorable  body  has 
been  ]^leased  to  confer  upon  me,  and  the  very  polite  manner  in 
which  It  was  done,  lay  me  under  partionhir  obli^tions,  to  your  Ex* 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  140. 

f  Lt.  Ool.  Oommandsiit  for  preleotlon  of  N.  W.  frontieiB.— Col.   Rec. 
XIV.  p.  177. 
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oellenej  and  Council.  Indeed,  I  cannot  snftcientlj  exprees  my 
feeliogs  npon  Uiis  occasion ;  J  shall  therefore  endeayoar,  bj  a  steady 
attention  to  the  duties  of  this  appointment,  to  render  every  possible 
service  to  my  country;  and  thereby  merit  the  approbation  of  your 
honorable  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's         * 
&  Councils  most 

ob*  &  very  hble.  Servt., 

JOS.  HARMAR 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency;  John  DiokiDson,  Esq.,  &  The  Honorable  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council;  Pennsylvania. 


Elegtiok  of  Oommiss'rs  to  examine  the  Susquehanna, 

1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  August  17,  1784.  A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Commissioner  (Tn  the  room  of  William  Montgomery, 
EsquirC;  who  hath  resigned)  to  examine  the  navigation  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna to  the  sources  of  the  same,  and  ascertain  as  near  as  conve- 
niently may  be  where  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State  will  faU, 
particularly  whether  any  part  of  Lake  Erie  is  within  the  State  (rf 
Pennsylvania,  &c.,  conformaBly  to  a  resolutioq  of  the  late  Assembly, 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  last,  when  the  ballots  being 
taken  it  appeared  that  Joseph  Montgomery,  EsquirC;  was  duly 
elected. 

Bttraet  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass*  Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  Robert  Morris,  1784. 

In  Council;  August  19,  1784. 
Sir, 

.rColonel  Harmar  has  this  morning  reported  to  us,  that  you  do  not 
think  yourself  empowered  to  furnish  the  sums  requisite  for  subsisting 
the  Quota  of  Troops  required  from  this  Commonwealth  by  the  Beao- 
lotion  of  Congress  of  the  third  Day  of  June  last,  and  that  thenfore 
he  cannot  proceed  in  enlisting  the  Men,  tho'  numbers  have  ofiercd. 
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By  the  seTcnth  of  the  said  Reeoluiions  it  is  directed,  "  That  the 
Saperintendant  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States  take  order  for 
/urnishing  >on  the  Warrant  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Offioe,  the 
sums  requisite  for  carrjbg  the  foregoing  Resolution  into  effect/' 

Conformably  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  this  Resolution  the  Oen- 
eral  Assembly  has  by  the  Late  Law  founded  on  the  beforementioneA 
Acty  ordered,  <<  that  the  pay.  Rations  &  subsistenoe  of  the  offioers  ft 
Men  shall  be  the  same  as  have  been  heretofore  allowed,  proyided  such 

rjf  Rations,  Subsistenoe  ft  other  Expenses  of  raising,  supporting 
maintaining  the  said  Troops  be  furnished  by  the  United  States/' 
We  are  of  opinion,  that  this  State  ought  only  to  furnish  and  not  to 
feed  the  Men ;  ft  we  should  be  extremely  sorry,  that  after  such 
prompt  ft  lealous  Exertions  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  for  aooom- 

Slishing  the  Intentions  of  Congress,  the  whole  Plan  should  be  now 
efeated  by  a  Gonstructiou  put  upcm  their  Expresnons  by  any  of 
their  own  offibera. 

J.  D.* 
Directed, 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Superintendant  of  Finances. 


Robert  Mobbis  tq  Pjbbs.  Dicbikson,  1784. 

(Mce  of  Finance,  19  August,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  had  just  now  the  Honor  to  receiyc  your  Exoelleno/s  Letter 
dated  in  Council  of  thie  Bay.  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Conversation 
with  Cd*  Harmar  tbie  Morning:  In  the  Course  of  it  I  ezprMsed 
my  opinion  that  as  the  United  States  had  made  a  Call  for  MiHtin 
ihey  could  hardly  hftye  had  it  in  Contemplation  to  pay  any  expeneea 
of  raising  Recruits  or  of  suppoitiog  them  until  after  they  shouM  be 
assembled  in  Readiness  to  obey  Orders  to  be  issued  by  Authority  of 
CongresB.  I  took  Occasion  also  to  obeerre  that  the  States  of  Cou- 
DecUcut,  New  York  and  New  Jersey  being  at  a  Distan^^  from  the 
Public  Treasury  could  not  apply  for  Money  to  defray  the  like  Ex- 
pences  should  they  pnnue  the  same  Mode  of  furnishing  their 
respeotive  Qnotas. 

Since  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Jjetter,  being  apprebeniive 
lest  the  Construction  I  had  yentured  to  put  upon  the  Expressions  of 
Congress  should  be  contrary  to  their  Intentions,  I  had  Recourse  to 
the  printed  Journal  and  am  rather  confirmed  in  my  former  Idea. 
For  I  find  that  a  motion  was  made  to  add  the  following  Clause. 
<<  That^here  the  LawS  of  any  State  will  not  admit  of  their  Militia 
^^  being  called  out  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
"  tiona  -such  State  may  be  permitted  to  engage  the  Quota  of  Men 

«  Col.  Beo.  Yol.  XTY.,  p.  182. 
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<<  aariffiied  it,  in  saoh  manner  aa  the  Legislatttre  thereof  shall  direct'' 
And  I  find  that  this  Motion  was  Bet  aside  hy  the  previoos  Question. 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  enqaire  whether  the  Aet  of  yonr  Legblatnia 
is  or  is  not  oonfbrmable  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  seventh  Reso- 
Intion  quoted  in  yoor  Excelleno/s  Letter.     I  have  great  Respect 
lor  the  Wisdom  of  the  honorable  AssemUj,  I  entertain  a  just  Sense 
of  the  prompt  and  sealons  Exertions  made  on  the  Part  of  PenstlTa- 
nia;  and  I  should  feel  much  Regret  if  the  Plan  were  defeated,     Mj 
Gonstruotion  of  the  -seventh  Resolution  is  contained  in  the  answer  oif 
this  Date  to  a  Letter  of  Yesterday  from  the  Secretalj  in  the  Wdt 
Office  of  both  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  Copies. 
With  all  possible  Respect 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Bit,  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  bmnble  Servant, 
Directed,  ROB*  MORRIS. 

HiB  Sxcellency  the  President  of  Pensilvania. 

Indorsed, 

Read  20th  Aug*,  1784,  ft  considered.  TTpon  which  Col*  Harmar 
was  directed  to  apply  to  the  Seo'ry  of  the  War  Office.* 

No.  1. 
Job.  Carleton  to  Robert  Morris,  1784. 

War  Office,  August  18th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Officers  latalj 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  Pennsyl*,  have  Ordera  from  their 
Commanding  Officer  to  proceed  immediately  on  the  reeraiting  Bnsa* 
neas,  who  has  made  Chmoe  of  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  as  the 
fittest  place  for  the  Rendeivons  of  the  Recruits.  Aa  Provisions  wiU 
be  immediately  wanted  for  their  Support,  I  beg  leave  to  snggeat  the 
expediency  of  temporary  Contracts  beinx  SsmmA  at  these  Potts  fior 
the  Supply  of  the  Troops  as  they  are  enlist^. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  mosA  obed*  Servant, 
Directed,  (Signed.)        ^TOS.  CARLETON. 

Bon'ble  Robert  Momd. 

No.  2. 
Robert  Morris  to  Joseph  Carleton,  1784. 

Office  of  Finance,  19th  Aug^,  t784. 
Sir, 

I  have  reeeived  your  Favor  of  the  eighteenth.     I  am  clearly  of 
Opinion  that  it  is  always  bost'to  supply  Rations  by  Contract,     xoo 
♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  182. 


J^ 
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wiR  obserye  that  by  the  Aot  fsH  Gongresff  of  the  tliird  of  Jtme  last, 
I  am  directed  to  take  Order  for  fnmishiDg  <m  yofnr  Warrants  the 
Soma  necessary  for  carrying  tlieir  Resolutions  into  Effect  Not 
conoeiying  myself  Anlkorked  by  this  Aot  to  form  any  Judgment 
either  on  the  Amount  or  on  the  Applicatioti  Of  the  Sums  in  Qoestioni 
I  can  only  say  in  answer  to  your  letter,  that  the  Warrants  yon  may 
think  proper  to  Issae  shall  meet  due  Honor. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  Hum'  Serv^ 

Signed,        SOB'  MORRIS. 

Directed^ 

Joseph  Garleton;  E8q%  Secretai^r  in  the  War  Office. 


RlSSOLtJTION  Of  (}XKSBAL  ASSEMBLT;  1784. 

State  of  Peaosylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  August  21, 1784.    A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  read  yest^rcUy,  on  the  Memorial  of 
one  of  the  Cobimfssionei^  appmnted  to  examine  the  navigation  ctf 
the  river  Susquehanna  to  the  sources  of  the  same,  &o.,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  whereupon 

Resolyed,  that  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  President  in  Oounctl  on 
the  State  Treasurer,  in  favor  of  William  Maolay,  Esquire,  for  seven- 
ty ibree  ^unds,  to  be  applied  for  defraying  the  necessary  disburs^- 
mento  of  the  sfdd  OommlsiionarB,  in  the  proseoutioii  of  the  objects 
of  their  appointment,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  said  William 
Maclay  Esquire. 

'Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass*  Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly.* 

Lt.  Col.  J©hn  Abmstroko  to  Coukcil,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  Ool^  Harmer  I  find  your  Eroellency  &  Counrfl 
have  been  pleased  to  Honor  me  with  an  appointment  in  the  Gout!- 
nental  Reg*  under  his  command.  After  ackuowledgmcnts  to  yotir 
Excellency  &  Council  for  their  confidence,  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
T  feel  myself  hurt  in  being  only  appoiuted  as  Ensign  after  having 
nerved  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  since  the  11*^  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  lately  Honoured  by  Congress  with  a  Captains 
Commission  by  Brevet  h  while  I  except  my  present  appointment 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  182. 
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h^pe  your  Exoellency  ft  Conaoil  will  gire  me  Uiat  rank  I  held  in 
the  GontinenUd  army.        I  am  with  every  Reepect 

your  Exoelleneys  hm>  serrS 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG  * 
Sonbary,  24th  Avgast,  1784. 

HiB  Ezoelleiioy  John  Diekinsoni  Philadelphia. 
Gapt  Green. 

Lt.  Col.  Habmab  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Angost  26<S  1784. 
Sir, 

As  it  ia  neoeasary  that  the  offioen  preTions  to  reeeiyiDg  dieir 
oommiasions  shoald  have  taken  the  Oatn  of  allegianoe  to  the  State. 
I  oan  certify  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  tienncil  thai 
Captains  Finney,  Douglass,  Ziegler  &  McCurdy,  likewise  lieai* 
Herbert  &  Doyle,  &  the  Surgeon  McDowell  have  already  taken  it. 
The  other  officers  I  cannot  certify  to,  but  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
but  the  Oath  has  been  taken  by  them. 

'    Tour  EzceUenoy  and  the  Honorable  Cooneil  may  be  aasnred  that 
previous  to  my  delivering  them  their  commisaiona;  I  will  be  weU 
eonyinoed  that  every  one  shall  have  taken  the  Oatlu 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Esteem 
&  Respect,  Tour  Ezodlency's  &  the 
Monble  Counoils  moat  obt  Servi, 
JHrecUi,  JOS.  HARMAR. 

Hia  Ezeellenoyi  President  Dickinson  ft  The  Honorable  CouneiL 


BflPOBT  ft  Bbsolutions  09  Gbkxbal  ASBBHBLTi  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  (General  Aasembly, 

Wednesday,  August  25, 1784.— A.  M. 

ThoTeport  of  the  committee  read  August  28^  Was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  (viz :) 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  papers  relating 
io  Indian  affiurs,  with  directions  to  confer  with  the  Supreme  Ezeca- 
tive  Council ;  beg  leave  to  report  as  the  joint  opinion  of  that  Board 
and  your  committee. 

That  weighty  reasons  have  oocurred  in  favour  of  the  design  for 
holding  a  conference  with  the  Indians  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and 
if  under  the  present  situation  of  Continental  affairs,  that  measure 
can  be  conducted  on  sure  ground  and  without  too  unlimited  an  ex- 
pense, it  ought  to  take  place  and  be  rendered  as  effectual  as  thia 
House  can  make  it,  under  whose  auspices  a  foundation  would  bo 

♦  See  CoL  Beo.,  XIV.  p.  188. 
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thus  laid  of  essential  and  dmbk  adTantages  to  the  publie,  by  ex- 
tending population,  satisfying  our  officers  and  soldiors  in  regard 
to  tbeir  donation  lands  and  depreciation  certificates,  restoring  that 
mnoient  friendly  and  profitable  intercoarso  with  the  Indians  and 
goardiDg  against  all  occasions  of  war  with  them. 

Hiese  are  the  objects  to  be  attained,  truly  intoreeting  snd  bo  well 
adapted  to  insure  the  attention  of  this  House,  that  your  oommittee 
oflfer  the  following  resolutions.  • 

Ist  BesoWed  tl^t  the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  prepare  a  present  of  Nine  thousand  dollars  worth  of  such 
goods,  merchandize  and  trinkets  as  are  known  to  be  very  acceptable 
among  the  Indians,  to  be  given  them  in  ease  a  purchase  is  ooncluded, 
but  as  part  of  the  consideration  of  suoh  a  bargain }  And  that  tbo  said 
goods  be  earefuUy  forwarded  whereTefthe  commissioners  may  direct, 
jmd  the  above  sum,  and  any  further  supply,  not  exeeediog  one 
thonsand  pounds  that  Council  may  think  necessary  for  the  said  Com- 
mismoners  contingent  ezpences  sball  be  drawn  by  the  President  in 
Council  from  the  State  Treasurer ;  the  said  Commissioners  to  be 
ttcoonntable  for  such  sum  as  they  shall  receive. 

2d  J  J.  Besolved,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  House  that  should  the 
Continental  Indian  treaty  be  delayed,  the  Commissioners  on  the 
pari  of  this  State,  shall  notwithstanding  proceed  and  call  togMher 
the  Indians  who  claimed  the  unpurchased  territory  within  the  limits 
of  this  State,  particularly  the  Six  Nations,  Delawares  and  Sbawanese 
for  the  purpose  of  finally  purchasing  the  said  territory  agreeable  to 
ancient  usage. 

8dly.  Reived,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  requested 
to  famish  suoh  further  instructions  to  the  Indian  Commissioners  as 
shall  appear  from  time  to  time,  conducive  to  the  good  purposes  ex- 
plained in  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Extract  from  .the  Minutes. 
J.  SHALLUS, 
Ass*  Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly. 


PftBS.  Dickinson  to  Lt.  Col.  Armstrong,  1784. 

In  Council,  August  27,  1784. 
Sir, 

It  is  the  sense  of  Council,  that  until  further  Measures  can  be 
pursued,  the  Wheat  lately  reaped  on  the  disputed  Lands  should  be 
secared  for  the  use  of  the  persons  who  sowed,  the  same;  and  we 
desire,  that  you  will  immediately  give  strict  directions  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  am  with  great  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obdt;  Servt., 
Directed,  JOHN  DICKINSON^ 

liioat'  Col.  Armstrong. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  185. 
14* 
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List  of  Goods  nocesBary  towards  effecting  the  porobase  of  tke 
unpurchased  Territory  within  the  State  of  Penn*. 

201  G«al»  Onii-powder, je42  10  0 

1  Ton  Barr  Lead| 44  00  0 

2  GhrosB  Thimbles, 17  0 

2  ditto  Jews  Harps, 1 7    4  0 

2  ditto  Morrice  BeUs .  9  00  0 

5  dos.  pieees  yellow,  green  and  purple  Ribban,    .  SS  00  0 

5  pieeoB  embossed  Flannel,        •        •                .  27  10  0 

80  pieces  Best  London  Strond,    .  255  00  0 

80  ditto  Best  French  Match  Goals,      .        .        .  887  10  0 

10  ditto  Blankets^ 78  10  0 

20  pieces  Half-thicks,  purple  ft  White  nap,  .  00  00  0 

50  dos.  White  Ruffled  shtrte,       .        .        .        .  586  00  0 

5  Dos.  Laced  Hats, 105  00  0 

50  dos.  KniTes, 17  10  0 

10  doz.  Hatchets, 12  10  0 

10  doz.  Pipe  Tomahawks, 20  00  0 

12  doi.  Looking  Glasses,  (2  Siaes.)      .  12  00  0 

2  M.  Awl  Blades,    .                .        .  0  10  0 

5  M.  Needles, 1  15  0 

1 G.  Yermillion, 56    5  0 

50  Rifles, 800  00  0 

60  M.  Wampum,  80  Black,  30  White.                .  90  00  0 

12  doz.  Silver  Arm  Bands,          ....  217  16  0 

12  d«  Wrist  bands, 124  00  0 

60  ditto  Broaches, 86  00  0 

2  ditto  Goi^ts, 84    4  0 

12  ditto  Nosebobs, 12  00  0 

12  ditto  Hair  pipei^   •        .                .                 .  87  16  0 

12  ditto  Rings, 9  00  0 

6  Pieces  Scarlet  Broad  Cbth,    .                         .  180  00  0 
1001b  Brass  Wire, 16  10  0 

20  doz.  Silk  Handkerchiefs,         .                 .         .  50  00  0 

20  ditto  pieces  Galiooe 80  00  0 

.4  doz.  Saddles  and  Bridles.        .        ,        .  130  00  0 

1000  Flints  or  1  Kegg,          .....  1  10  0 

1  Groce  Shears, 7  10  0 

^    1  ditto  Soissars,        .         .         ,                 .         .  6  00  0 

1  ditto  Hon  Combs, 2    8  0 

1  lYory,           . 10  00  0 

12  ditto  Morrice  Bells,  (Error.)  9  00  0 

J  ?*»^- Tol>»ooOi               85  00  0 

20  doz.  Pipes,  (Moravian.)                  ,        .        ,  5  00  0 

20  ditto  Calicoe  Shirts, 150  00  0 
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56  lb.  Thread,  (Borted.) 
500  lb.  Bnaa  Kettles,  in  nests,  (complete.) 
100  lb.  Small  White  Beads, 

12  Grooe  Scarlet  &  Stor  Gartering,      . 

12  ditto  Green  ft  yellow  Bed  laee, 
SHhdsBom,  .        .        .        « 


35  00  0 
75  00  0 
25  00  0 


60  000 


Aug.  28,  1784.* 


Pbbs  Dickinson  to  Lt.  Col.  AKMstBONa,  1784. 

In  Gonnoil,  Angnst  80, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  bare  received  your  Letter  of  the  24th  tnstantt  with  the  in- 
olosnres,  ft  haye  this  Day  pat  them  into  the  Hands  ox  a  Committee 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

That  Committee  is  appointed  lor  the  pnrpoao  of  bringin|;  in  a  Bill 
to  preTcntany  Intermpfeion  by  suit  of  Certiorari  or  other  wnt,  to  legal 
proceedings  for  restoring  forthwith  to  the  persons  who  were  violently 
dispossessed  in  May  Int  the  Landa  ft  Tenements  whioh  they  then 
oconpied. 

This  Measure  is  adopted  in  Conformity  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
Board  ft  the  Chief  Justice,  as  well  as  of  the  Legislative  Branch  of 
government,  and  the  Insurgents  may  be  convinced  by  considering 
the  circumstances  existing  at  the  Time  when  it  was  adooted,  that 
nothing  but  a  Begard  for  Sanity  baa  prompted  it  If  they  repeat 
ibeir  violences,  they  will  at  length  render  themselves  answerable  to 
public  Justice  for  so  many  offences,  that  they  must  expect  a  very 
different  Treatment,  which  it  is  in  the  Power  of  this  CommoBweakh 
to  inflict  at  the  Instant  when  it  is  in  her  InoIiMrtieii. 

We  therefore  desire  that  you  will  order  the  men  who  am  ooDeoted 
at  Bowman's  Creek,  immediately  to  disperse;  ft  to  inform  them 
«nd  otbors  what  will  be  the  Conse^fuenoes  to-  themselves  if  they 
continue  to  disturb  the  Peace  of  the  State. 

Captain  Boyd  proposes  to  set  off  for  Wyening  in  a  Day  or  two, 
who  will  bring  more  particular  Intelligence.. 

I  am  with  &  very  great  Bsteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  and  Hbble.  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Armstrong. 

»  See  CoL  fiec.,  V^l.  XIY.,  p.  186.        f  8««  V^«^  817. 
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PejJs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Paca  o*  Maexlakd,  1784. 

In  Coanoil;  Philadelphia,  Augoat  30thy  1784. 
Sir,  ... 

When  we  had  the  honor  of  rooeiving.  from  the  Coanoil  of  yonr 
State  the  Letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  last^  We  refeired  the 
afihir  therein  mentioned  to  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Conrt'*'^  not 
doubtingi  but  it  would  be  oonducted  according  to  the  constant 
nsage  in  similar  Cases  between  this  State  and  the  States  of  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  Judge  Bush  have  communicated  to  us  the 
Objections  that  have  arisen. 

To  expedite  the  Business^  We  have  sent  the  Bearer  Mr.  Joseph 
Bull£noh|  and  request  that  Mr.  Henry  Carberry  may  be  immcdi- 
ateLy  delivered  into  his  Custody  at  the  limits  of  Maryland  and  of 
this  State,  in  order  that  he'  may  be  brought  into  this   Countyi  and 
tried  for  the  oflfence  with  which  he  has  been  charged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Esteem  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Directed,  * 

His  Excellency  William  Paca,  Esquire^  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Maryland. 


.    InSIBUCTIONS  to  OoMM'RS  for  TIUUITING  WITH  IHB 

Indiai^b,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  August  3l8t,  1784. 
Gkntkmen, 

As  soon  as  you  receive  information  of  the  time  and  place  where 
Ihe  Continental  Treaty  shall  be  held  with  tht  Indians,  you  will 
oonsider  it  your  duty  to  attend  the  same  with  ye  ulmoet  punctnality 
and  for  your  better  information  on  this  subject  it  will  be  advisable 
to  correspond  with  some  of  the  Continental  Commissioners. 

We  inclose  a  Copy  of , the  Resolutions'  of  the  General  Asaembly 
of  the  25tb  Instantf  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  sense  of  the 
Le^slature  on  the  subject  of  your  Commission. 

1  ou  will  chose  the  most  favourable  opportunity  of  signifying  to 
the.  Indians  your  Intention  of  purchasing  ye  unpurchased  Territory 
within  ye  Limits  of  Penna.  &  produce  at  the  same  time  your  Com- 
mission for  that  purpose,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Conti- 
nental Commisssoners  wUl  readily  yield  you  every  possible  aid  in 

*  See  page  74»  292.  «  See  page  818. 
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your  negociatioDS  <m  the  part  of  this  State,  you  will  therefore  be 
IMTticalarly  careful  on  your  side,  to  facilitate  as  far  aa  you  oao,  the 
important  business  which  the  United  States  have  oommitted  to 
ihem 

In  negociating  with  the  Indians  you  will  regulate  your  oondoot  by 
the  principles  of  Justice  as  well  as  the  most  exact  EooAomy,  ob* 
laining  or^it  for  the  QooAm  wh.  you  may  deliver  having  the  Deed 
of  purchase  dnely  executed  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  ixing  the 
balance  yt  shall  remain  due,  which  balance  should  be  in  goods 
rather  than  money,  as  such  intercourse  may  be  the  means  of  reviviag 
a  Trade  with  the  several  Tribes  interested ;  and  in  this  respect,  you 
may  depend  on  the  faith  of  Government  for  discharging  any  con- 
tracts which  shall  be  made  by  you.  , 

In  all  your  delibera^ns  with  the  Indians  you  will  use  your  ut- 
most endeavors  to  conciliate  their  affections  and  gain  their  confidence 
rather  than  irritate  their  tempers  or  provoke  their  resentments. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  very  great  Regard, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON  * 
Ind&ned, — ^August  31st,  1784.  To  the  Honble.  Samuel  J.  Atlee, 

Esqr.,  Wm.  Maclay  and  Francis  Johnston^  Esq. 

Mbv  shut  up  in  thb  Gabrison  at  Wtoming,  1784. 

List  of  the  Men  who  have  been  shut  up  in  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming 
with  the  Subscribers  and  the  Numbers  of  Arms  &  amuni.  Public  & 
private  property. 

Luke  Brodhead,  Jacob  Woodcock, 

James  Melvin,  Richard  Woodcock^ 

Daniel  McLaskey,  James  Culver, 

Joseph  Cavana,  laeah  Culver, 

Joseph  Marshall,  Preserved  Cooley^ 

Abm.  Courtright,  Peter  Taylor, 

Elisha  Courtright,  Silas  Taylor, 

John  Courtright,  Ebenezer  Taylor, 

Ezekel  Schoonover^  Beoj.  Ilillman, 

Peter  Cursau,  William  Sims, 

Saml.  Vaogorder,  William  McKinney, 

Enoa  Handle,  William  Miller, 

Laurence  Kinney,  John  Hill  man, 

Garret  Shoemaker^  Jun.  Alex.  Hoover, 

Jacob  .Tilberry,  Abm.  Hammond, 

Abm.  Tilberry,  Alex.  Strickland, 

Peter  Stagg,  Jacob  Van  Horn, 

*  A  Treaty  was  held  with  the  Indians  &  a  purchase  made  at  Fort  8tan- 
wix,  Oct.  28d,  1784.    £ka  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  II,  p.  12a. 
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George  YomMi| 
John  Pinsell, 
Daniel  Swartz, 
Joseph  BiffgerSi 
John  Borelaody 
George  Tknner^ 
Edward  Cayana, 
Gkirratt  Shoemaker, 
James  Stagg, 
Riohard  Sayage, 
Laurence  Osbonroei 
Patriok  Donieyej, 
Joseph  King^ 
Nicholas  Brink, 
Juba, 


Jacob  Oramer, 
Jacob  Elynoy 
David  MeGartneji 
John  Lasley, 
Bobert  Clark, 
Gabriftl  Ogden, 
George  Tanner  Junr., 
Joseph  Montanej, 
James  Covert, 
John  Potman, 
James  Johnston, 
-Ephm.  Van  Orman, 
Isaac  Van  Orman, 
John  Van  Orman, 
Heniy  Wjnn, 
Obediah  Walker, 

2  Fonr  Pounders, 
1  Swivel, 
1  Wall  Piece,    . 
98  stand  of  arms, 
83  stand  of  Arms, 

1  Box  of  Cartridges,'  ^    .     . 

We  the  subscribers  do  Certify  upon  our  Honor,  that  the  above  is 
an  exact  and  true  Return  of  the  Men,  arms  &  ammunition  that  were 
in  Fort  Dickinson  on  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioners  from  the 
Supr.  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  this  plaoe. 

ALEX.  PATTERSON, 
B.  W.  BALL, 
SAM.  REED, 
A  HENDERSON, 
Wyoming,  August  8th,  1784. 


State  Property, 

ditto. 
Private  property. 
Public  property. 
Private  property, 
State  property. 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable 
Council,  a  statement  of  the  troops  at  present ;  since  this  return  has 
been  made,  several  more  men  have  been  recruited — I  imagine  my 
ToUl  is  about  100.— I  have  just  rec'ed  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ziegler 
dated  Aue<  24*^ — wherein  his  success  is  but  very  trifling  as  yet 
1  nave  the  honor  U>  be, 

with  the  highest  .esteem  &  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  &  the 

Hon^'«  Council's  most  ob*  Serv^, 
JOS.  HARMAR,  Col.  Com*. 
Saturday  noon,  August  28«i>,  1788. 
His  Ez^  Jn'  Dtclnu8<m,  &  The  Hon^>«  Council. 
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Rkpost  or  THX  Amsricak  RBGnmrr,  1784. 

BefKNi  of  the  Amerieaa  B^nnieot  uaiet  Um  oommaBd  of  L*  Colonel 
Joauth  Hannar— Gunp,  Weetera  Heights  of  SchnykOl,  Angnat 
28%  1784. 


Companies. 

••a 

i 

t 
1 

1 

< 

i 

•*a 

1 

E 

•*» 

a 

J 

< 

1 

1 

Bemarks. 

22 

1 

1 

1  25 

CaptajQ  FbnQj 

30 

8 

83 

CapUm  Ziegler 

No  aoo'*  yet  of  his  socoess. 

C&pUla  McCurdy 

21 

1 

22 

Total 

73 

1 

5 

1   80 

Aiiett, 
STEWART  HERBERT,  1/  &  Adj. 


JOS.  HARMAR. 
L*  Col.  Com'. 


Instructions  to  Thomas  Proctor,  Sheriff,  1784. 

In  Council,  September  1««,  1784. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  for  the  Governor  of  Maryland,*  demanding 
M'  Henry  Carberrj  to  be  immediately  delivered  to  M'  Samuel  Bull^ 
fincb,  deputized  by  yon  for  the  Purpose  of  receiving  and  conveying 
him  to  the  new  Goal  in  thifl  City,  to  be  tried  for  tne  Offence  with 
which  he  is  charged. 

*  See  page  826. 
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Yoa  will  give  Orders  to  M*"  Ballfinoh  to  obtain  a  Deputation  from 
the  Sheriff  of  Cheater  County,  for  oonvejing  the  Priaoner  through 
that  County,  &  to  use  the  utmost  Care  &  Diligenoe  in  bringing  him 
up.  We  ezpeot  M'  Bulifinob  will  oonvey  our  Letter  without  Loi^ 
of  Time  to  Qor"  Paca.  ... 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Thomas  Porter,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  the  City  &  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. 


Gov.  Paoa,  op  Md.,  to  Pees.  Dichnsok,  1784. 

AnnapoHs,  5^  Septemberi  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  30*^  August  by 
M'  Bullfinch.* 

The  President  of  our  Council  wrote  you  on  the  29**  April,  that 
Captain  Carberry  had  been  arrested  and  Recognised  by  our  Judges 
to  appear  at  our  General  Court  to  be  held  on  the  Second  Tuesday  in 
May :  By  our  Laws,  our  Courts  have  Jurisdiction,  and  may  try  our 
Citizens  for  Treason  committed  in  any  of  the  States  against  this  or 
any  of  the  United  States,  and  Carberry's  Offence  was  conceiTed  to 
be  of  a  treasonable  Nature  :  But  Congress  having  recommended  that 
he  should  be  sent  to  your  State,  where  the  Offences  were  committedi 
and  the  Confederation  making  it  a  matter  of  Right  that  the  Offender 
should  be  tried  where  the  Offence  was  committed,  if  lie  should  be 
demanded  by  the  Governor  or  Executive  Power,  our  Court  did  not 
proceed  on  the  Afiair^  but  held  M'  Carberry  in  Custody,  expecting 
him  to  be  demanded  according  to  the  Confederation,  on  the  above 
Notification  from  the  President  of  the  Arrest  and  Offence  charged ; 
the  Court  sat  almost  a  Montb,  and  no  Demand  bei^g  made,  they 
took  his  Recognizance  to  appear  at  their  next  General  Court,  which 
will  be  held  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  next. 

When  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Judges,  on  the 
20*^  May,  our  Court  was  then  sitting,  and  Mr.  Carberry  was  in  Cus- 
tody ready  to  be  delivered  up. . 

I  have  given  the  above  Detail  in  order  to  account  for  not  having 
Mr.  Carbury  on  the  spot  to  deliver  up  to  your  Qfficer,  Mr,  Bullfinch. 

Mr.  Carbunr  shall  be  immediately  informed  of  your  Demand,  and 
I  have  every  Reason  to  think  he  will  voluntarily  attend  your  Judges 
and  surrender  himself  up.  If  he  does  not,  our  Judges,  on  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  next  General  Court,  will  deliver  him  up  to  the  Ex: 

•  See  page  822— also,  291. 
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eeatiye,  who  will  forward  him  to  the  Limits  of  this  State,  giving 
your  ExoelleQcy  preyious  Notioe  of  the  Time  and  plaooi  so  that  year 
Officers  may  meet  oar's  and  reoeive  him  intoGustodj. 
With  great  regard^ 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 
Tonr  Bzeellenoy's 

most  obedient  humble  seryant, 

W-  PACA. 
Dtrecied^ 

His  Excellenoy  John  Dickinson,  Esq'. 

Mr.  Bnlfinck. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Commissioners  fob  trbating  with 
Indians,  1784. 

In  Connoily  September  4th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  not  informed  of  any  Instrnctions  giyen  b^  Congress  to 
their  Commissioners  concerning  a  Restoration  of  prisoners.  This 
object  appearing  important  to  us,  We  desire  that  you  may  apply  to 
the  Continental  Commissioners, .  represent  the  propriety  of  the 
Measure,  and  strenuously  endeayour  that  all  prisoners  taken  by  the 
Indiana  during  the  late  War,  may  be  restored. 
I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  &c. 
JSamuel  John  Ailee,  William  Miaclayft  Francis  Johnson,  Esquire 


Col.  Francis  Johnston  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philad%Sep.  7,1784.^" 
Sir, 

In  conformity  to  your  Ezcelly's  Letter  of  the  4th  Instant,  I  made 
application  to  Arthur  Lee,  Esq',  One  of  the  Continental  Com'%  for 
information  touching  a  restoration  of  Prisoners,  and  find  Congress 
have  giyen  hitn  and  his  Colleagues  particular  instructions  on  that 
subject,  as  will  appear  from  Mr.  Lee^s  letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  A 
Copy  of  which  I  haye  the  Hon^r  to  inclose. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  Obed*  Hble.  Seryant, 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 
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A&THUB  Lm  to  Col,  Fraitcis  Johnston,  1784. 

The  Hon^  GolT  Johnston. 
Sir, 

In  answer  ta  yowrenqniries  touching  the  restoring  of  soeh 
Prisoners  being,  Gitisens  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Oom- 
miflsionets  from  Congress  are  instmcted  to  demand  a  restoration  of 
them  all.  In  conformity  to  this  instruction,  the  Commissioners  hate 
desired  in  their  Messuages,  that  ail  piisonera,  White  &  Black,  may 
be  brought  to  the  places  of  treating  to  be  delivered  np^  as  a  proof 
of  the  sincere  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  establish  peaoe  and 
friendship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  esteem, 

S',  7cnr  Obt  Servt, 

(signed)  ARTHUR  LEE. 
A.  Copy*— fligVfid 

ALEX.  CAMPBELL,  Sec'y. 

Directed, — ^Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  in  CounciL 


Resolutions  op  Council  of  Ckksom,  1784. 

In  the  Council  of  Censors, 

September  7th,  1784— A.  M. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bryan  seconded  by  Mr. — ^-i— . 
Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honorable 
the  Council  of  the  State,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  following 
papers,  vig«. 

Governor  Trumbull's  Letter  to  the  President  and  Council  men- 
tioned  in  the  Message  to  the  House  of  19th  January,  1784, 
^  Copy  of  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler  and  others  memorial  to  the 
Honorable  Congress,  dated  11th  November  last 

Copy  of  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of  Connectien^ 
oonoeroing  the  settlers,  west  of  Delaware  &e.,  dated  last  fall,  men- 
tioned in  Jouroals  of  the  General  Assembly  of  February  I4tli,  178i. 
^  Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  i^pointing  a  day  to  hear  the  allcfga- 
tions  of  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  private 
claimants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  other, 
ii^xtraot  fron^the  Minutes, 

Saml.  J3ryan,  Secretary. 
Also  Letter  from  Zebulon  Butler  &  others  mentioned  28th  May 
on  Minutes  of  Council. 

Sam'l  Bryan,  Soo'y. 
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Sbo'y  Abmstronq  to  Sec'y  Bryan,  1784 

Sec'rys  Office,  Philada.,  September  7th,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  Oonnoil  I  am  to  inform  yoo  that  some  of  thB 
papers  mentioned  in  the  Resolntion  of  The  Hon^ble  the  Comioil  of 
Censors  of  this  day  have  been  transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  others  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Att'y  Qen'l  as  one  of  the 
Agents  of  this  State  for  managing  the  trial  for  private  right  of  soil 
to  the  lands  at  Wioming-^which  papers  are  not  yet  returned  to 
Ck>nnoil. 

I  am,  &ca.| 

James  Trimble,  for 

John  AftnstroDg,  Jf.|  Sec^y. 
IHreetedj 

Sam'l  Bryan^  Eup. 


JoE9  R^NOLDS,  Jailor  to  Sheriff  Prootor,  1784. 

After  thanking  ycm  for  the  favotir  done  me,  in  Oommnnicating 
the  Contents  of  a  Petition  to  his  Exeelleney  the  President  of  the 
State,  Sent  to  hie  Exeelleney  by  the  most  daring  &  Dangerous 
Villaia,  on  earth  one  Liblong : 

I  must  beg  leave  to  state  the  facts  as  they  tmly  are,  ft  if  the  least 
doubt  should  arise,  proof  can  be  made  to  your  satisfaction,  ft  to  the 
public) 

This  Liblong  was  committed  by  his  Honor  the  Chief  Justice,  on 
tiie  irst  Day  of  December,  1784  which  follows  in  these  words,  foras- 
much as  Andrew  Liblong  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Mariner,  has 
been  brought  before  me,  ft  Charged  Upon  Oath  with  assaulting, 
beating,  ft  wounding,  Oeorge  Mol^eely  of  Carlisle  in  the  County  of 
Oamberiand  yeoman,  ft  another  person  whose  name  is  yet  Unknown, 
ao  that  their  Lives  is  Greatly  Despaired  of;  ftc,  fto. 

This  Liblong  was  tryed  ft  Convicted  with  some  other  of  the  same 
Oang,  ft  fined  i&lOO  each  to  this  Commonwealth,  ft  Give  Security 
for  their  Good  Behaviour  for  one  year  to  Come ; 

This  Liblong  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  broke  the 
leeks  from  his  Koom  Door,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  next  Room  ft 
Liberated  all  that  was  in  that  Room;  by  breaking  the  Lock  off,  ft 
iben  Joyned  both  Gangs  together  making  23  Desperate  Blood 
thirsty  Villains  in  number,  then  Cutt  ft  broke  the  fastenings  of  the 
yard  Door,  the  Locks  ft  other  Fastenings  so  spoilt  are  now  in  my 
Hands  to  be  seen  if  Called  fbr ;  Sir  you  have  already  seen  them ; 
then  the  whole  party  proceeded  to  the  yard,  ft  eight  of  them  with 
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Liblong  with  a  Long  knife  in  his  Hand  headed  them  &  Effected 
their  escape^  I  Engaged  the  Rest  of  them  and  sabdoed  them  to 
Confinement;  &  sent  for  you  Sir  to  inform  you  of  what  had 
Happened; 

On  the  18th  day  of  May  I  took  Bach  measures  as  I  thought  moit 
Adviseahle  to  Apprehend  those  that  Escajped^  I  went  to  Mrs. 
Andersons  in  whose  house  two  of  the  wives  of  two  of  the  Prisoners 
Lived  that  Escaped,  after  some  Conyersationa  with  the  woman  I 
foand  that  Liblong  was  to  be  had,  &  I  offered  a  Beward  of  ten 
pounds  for  Liblong.  About  Eleven  o'Clock  one  of  the  women  Gomes 
to  me  and  told  me  that  Liblong  had  just  Bode  by  her  House  in  a 
Chair  with  a  white  Horse  in  it,  &  Liblong  Dressed  in  Green  Glothfl| 
I  then  pursued  &  soon  saw  Liblong  on  foot*walking  down  Walnut 
street,  &  then  I  Baised  a  hue  &  Cry  after  him  in  these  words,  stop 
Thief,  Liblong  kept  a  Great  number  of  the  Citizens  off  with  a  Long 
knife  in  one  hand,  ft  a  l^stol  in  the  other,  &  not  one  person  ap 
proached  so  near  as  to  take  him.  I  myself  took  the  most  {avooraUe 
oportnnity  &  with  a  stiok  that  some  Gentlemen  that  stood  by  put 
in  my  Hand,  I  knocked  him  down  &  while  he  was  down  two  of  my 
own  men  Took  him  by  the  feet  to  keep  him  from  Geting  up,  k 
Draped  him  a  piece  on  his  Back  &  then  I  discovered  his  watoh 
Cham  Draging  on  the  Ground  and  I  took  it  from  him  &  have  it 
now.  After  getting  him  to  Gaol  some  person  Brought  his  Shoes  & 
Buckles  in  and  gave  them  to  me  which  I  also  have,  his  knee 
Buckles  I  had  from  himself  to  keep  for  him,  as  for  any  money  I 
never  saw,  but  this  I  know,  he  hired  the  Chair  &  Horse  of  Miohadi 
Shoemfter  in  Market  Street,  &  Liblong  had  no  money  to  pay  for 
the  Chair  Hire  but  Mr.  Shoemaker's  son  was  going  with  turn  for 
the  pay  for  the  Chair  &  Horse  when  I  Pursued  km  ft  took  him,  ft 
Sir  the  Beating  he  Complains  of  was  for  threatening  your  Life  ft 
mine.  Also  you,  yourself  being  personally  present  and  you 
Bemained  there  nntill  he  was  put  in  Irons  ft  Secured,  wfaioh  is  tke 
Very  Irons  he  Complains  of,  about  50  lb.  or  less ; 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  July  about  12  o'Clock,  I  Biseovered 
No.  4  broke  which  was  the  Boom  Liblong  ft  18  more  was  in,  ft 
about  one  half  of  the  number  in  the  Boom,  the  other  half  was  down 
at  the  foundation  of  the  Gaol  at  work,  ft  a  Blanket  over  the  hole  to 
.prevent  my  seeing  the  Light,  Liblong -Called  out  with  a  Loud  Voice 
.3tand  to  it  Boys,  kill  or  be  killed,  ft  as  Liblong  Commanded  I  obeyed, 
I  knocked  down  the  first  that  aproaohed  me,  and  then  the  next^  ft 
one  of  them  prickt  in  the  Arm  with  a  small  sword  pled  for  mercy  ft 
he  would  Discover  the  Bingleaders,  ft  said  that  Liblong  was  tlie 
man  that  proposed  the  Escape,  ft  after  they  got  out  they  were  to 
knock  at  the  front  door  ft  Get  me  up  by  telling  me  the  prisoBers 
were  breaking  out  of  the  East  wing,  ft  by  that  means  Liblong  was 
to  lay  bold  of  me  ft  Kill  me ;  upon  this  news  I  gave  Liblong  a 
severe  Beating  and  put  him  in  a  Boom  by  himself  about  four  wews 
in  the  same  bons  he  has  always  bom,  ft  having  him  always  in  mj 
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mind  I  have  waited  apon  him  myself  oooe  every  Day  &  permitted  a 
woman  that's  Ooofined  in  the  Jail  whom  he  Calls  his  wife  in  his 
Letters  to  go  to  him  with  provisions  every  Day  ', 

Mr.  Lihlong  seems  to  have  a  longing  Desire  to  be  Released  from 
his  Lrons  &  be  permitted  to  be  npon  the  front  of  the  Jail ;  if  that 
should  take  plaee  ^ou  would  need  no  Jail  for  there  wonld  be  no 
prisoners  to  ooapy  it ; 

Sir,  I  have  here  given  yon  only  a  part  of  the  Conduct  &  behaviour 
of  Andrew  Liblong,  Relative  to  some  particulars  that  he  has  wrote 
to  his  Excellency  the  president  about ;. — he  also  complains  of  mj 
Inveteracy  against  him,  because  he  is  a  FrenchmaO|  there  is  Lewis 
Colonel  and  Charles  Goodryon  Convicted  and  fined  for  the  same 
offence  with  Liblong  &  they  are  Frenchmen,  why  are  they  not  so  ill 
Treated,  because  they  are  orderly,  Quiet,  well  behaved  men,  & 
Refused  to  be  Concerned  in  breaking  Jail  with  Liblong  &  his 
party,  which  is  the  noted  Philips,  Conrad  and  Williams,  &  the 
Doans,  &  sundry  others,  but  Sir  this  party  ought  never  to  be  at 
Liberty  Day  nor  night  they  are  so  dangerous  a  gang,  &  there  is 
hardly  any  such  thing  as  keeping  these  wretches  in  Irons  for  they 
find  means  to  cut  them  ofi  every  Day  or  two  by  the  assistance  of 
their  friends,  bringing  saws,  files,  &  other  Instruments  for  their 
purposes.  Baked  up  in  pies  &  Loaves  of  Bread,  witness  these  kind 
of  transactions  every  day ; 

Sir,  I  have  paid  to  a  Certain  Eliz*''  Anderson  ten  ponnds  for  her 
Information  of  Liblong,  &  the  full  worth  of  Liblong^s  watch  & 
Buckles  shall  be  faithfully  accounted  for  or  Delivered,  but  for  the 
present  I  Cannot  give  them  up  to  my  own  Loss  or  for  to  answer 
Mr.  Liblong's  intentional  Escape  with  his  friends  before  mentioned, 
which  is  now  Ready  pland  &  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  put  it 
in  execution  but  it  is  the  mainspring  of  the  watch  is  wanted  &  not 
the  watch. 

And  lastly — Sir,  you  well  know  my  Care  ft  attention  for  yonr 
Interest  &  my  own  safety  in  Conducting  the  business  of  your  Jail, 
&  beg  that  the  Sheriff  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  a  Hearing  on  all 
such  occasions,  &  if  any  further  explanation  should  be  wanted,  I 
beg  to  be  Called  upon,  for  that  purpose  &  believe  me  Sir  nothing 
BhaU  be  wanting  on  my  side  in  doing  the  Duties  of  my  station  foe 
your  interest  &  my  own  safety,  ft  at  the  same  time  see  that  every 
thing  is  done  that  prudence  ft  humanity  Dictates  for  the  Relief  of 
the  poor  and  Distressed  here ; 

I  am  Sir  with  all  Due  Respect 

your  most  obedient  ft  humble  servant, 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  Gaoler. 

September  9th,  1784. 
Direciedj 

Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  high  Sheriff  of  the  City  ft  County  of 
Philadelphia. 
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Pees.  Digkhtson  to  Cohmrs,  Boyd,  &€.,  1784. 

In  Gouncdly 

September  10th,  1784. 
GenUemen, 

You  will  perceive  by  the  Resolutions  of  tbe  Qeneral  Assembly  of 
the  7th  Instant,  &  onr  Act  of  yesterday,  inclosed  that  yoa  are  ap- 
pointed Commissioners,  for  ezecating  a  Trust  of  Great  Importance. 
Relying  on  your  Integrity,  Prudence  &  Zeal  for  the  public  Interest. 
We  shall  only  say,  that  we  wish  the  Business  may  be  soon  com- 
pleted. It  may  be  of  considerable  use,  if  you  oould  obtain  a  List 
of  the  names  of  those  persons  not  claiming  under  Pennsylvania, 
who  have  settled  at  or  near  Wyoming  since  the  Decree  made  at 
Trenton. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  observe  thaf  the  Decree  at  Trenton  was 
made  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  December,  1782,  &  that  there  are 
several  papers  in  the  Hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly^ 
which  might  facilitate  your  Enquiries.  These  Papers  were  laid  be- 
fore the  fiouse  by  Mess'*  W*  Montgomery,  Moses  McCIean  & 
Joseph  Montgomery,  the  commissioners  nominated  in  February^ 
1788. 

I  am,  with  great 

Esteem  Gentlemen  your, 
most  obdt  hble.  Servt., 

'      JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Dtrectedf 

The  Honorable  John  Boyd^  John  Armstrong,  jr.;  James  Read  & 
John  Okely. 


In  Conncil, 

September  9th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  are  Copies  of  a  Bill  published  for  Consideration,  t  of 
certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  which  you  will  per- 
ceive the  Sense  of  theLegisIature. 

It  is  our  wish  that  you  may  use  your  utmost  Influence,  for  prevail- 
ing on  persons  claiming  under  this  State  peaceably  and  immediately 
to  give  up  possession  to  those  who  were  violently  dispossessed  last 
My. 

It  is  proper  that  two  or  three  Deposition  should  be  taken  to  prove 

*Sco  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  202. 
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wbowere  eoneerned  in  the  attack  upon  Mr.  Daniel  and  hia  Company 
at  Locaat  Hill,  mentioning  their  names,  the  circumstances  of  the 
Attaoky  the  wounding  of  Jacob  Ayery  one  of  that  Company,  &  his 
death,  in  Consequence  of  the  Wound;  and  that  the  Deposition 
should  be  transmitted  to  Council. 

Becognizancos  should  be  taken  from  the  Witnesses  for  their  ap- 
pearance, to  give  Evidence  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  &  Tormjper 
for  the  County  where  the  offence  was  committed^  with  sureties. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest 

Esteem,  gentlemen,  your 

most  o^dt.  hble.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

Captain  Boyd,  &  lient  Col.  Armstrong. 

P.S.. — We  desire  that  you  will  exert  your  Influence,  in  settling 
all  Disputes  Concerning  Grain  lately  gathered  or  now  in  the  Oround| 
upon  equitable  principles. 


Oftigb&s  in  thb  4th  Battalion,  Berks  Gountt 
MiLiTU,  1784. 

A  List  of  OlEkars  in  the  4th  Battalion  Berks  CoQttty,  Militia, 
Viz: 

Oeorge  Ax,  Lieut.  Col. 
Benjamin  Talbert,  Major. 

Caxrnawon  Towhbhs.  Bobbson  Township. 

1  Company.  2  Company.  ^ 

John  Robeson,  Capt.  '^  Mathias  Ealer,  Capt.  ^ 

Aaron  Battew,  jr.,    Lieut,  v  Joshua  Stephenson,  Lieut.  [• 


3apt.  •) 
lieut.  V 
sign.  3 


John  Harper,        Ensign. )  Peter  Moyer,         Enaign. ) 

BoBEsoN  Township.  Sxbteb. 

8  Company.  4  Company. 

Adam  Beard,            Capt. ")  John  Ludwig,           Capt.  "^ 

Elias  Redge,            Lieut.  V  Abra-  Griffith,         Lieut.  V 

Christopher  Knnsman,  En.  )  Conrad  Teeder,      Ensign,  j 

Douglass.  Amity. 

5  Company.  6  Company. 

Samuel  Sands,           Capt.  "^  David  Weidner,        Capt.  "^ 

Samuel  Avenshine,  Lieut.  >  Adam  Betz,              Lieut.  V 

Henry  Manger,    Ensign,  j  Mathias  Keyler.        En's,  ) 
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ExBTBB.  8tb,  late  Col.  Ax's  Gomps'. 

7  Company.  ^  Union. 

John  Soeyder,  Gapt ' 

John  Hider,  Lieut. 

Daniel  Schneider,  Ensign.  J 

Maidsx  oresk. 
3  Battalion. 
Oeorge  Widenhammer, 


S!  ! 


1 


I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  above  officers  are  ^as  yet  nnoommifr- 
fiioned,  Witness  my  Hand,  Sep'  10th,  1784. 

VALENTINE  EGKERT8. 
Vtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Council,  State  of  Pennsylv 


Lbb  k  BuTLBR,  CoHMRS.,  &0.,  TO  Pbbs.  Digkinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Sepf  11th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Upon  ordering  the  troops,  raised  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  to  prepare  for  an  indmediate  march  to 
Pittsburg,  we  are  informed  that  several  of  the  officers  are  absent 
from  their  duty ;  Who  they  are  will  be  represented  to  your  Ex- 
cellency by  the  Colonel  commandant  of  those  troops. 

As  the  public  serrice  requires  the  immediate  attendance  of  all 
the  offieers,  and  indeed,  did  require  it  ftom  the  moment  of  their  ap- 
pointment; We  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency  and 
the  Council  to  appoint  persons  who  are  present,  and  who  will  im- 
mediately attend  to  their  duty,  in  the  place  of  those  who  shall  be 
reported  as  absent.  The  attention  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
have  hitherto  given  to  the  expediting  this  indispensible  support  to 
the  Treaty,  mdLes  us  rely  upon  a  compjliance  with  what  we  now 
request. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most 
obdt.  &  most 
humble  Servants, 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
RICH'D  BUTLER. 
Directedf 
To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State,  in  Council. 
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MlHUZB  OF  COUHCIL  OF  CeNSOES  TO  PaBS.  DlCKUTSOtf, 

1784. 

In  Um  Goonoil  of  CSeuors, 

Septem'  13thy  1784.— A.  M. 
Ordered  Thui  bis  exeellenoy  the  president  and  conncil  be  requested 
to  fiimisb  to  tbis  Council  the  papers  undermentioned,  vis ; 

Letter  from  General  Washington  desiring  that  martial  law  be 
deelaredy  dtfted  about  May,  1780.  Letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Phihdelphia  County,  asking  direotions  about  the  Sheriff's  ex* 
penoes  at  the-Oeneral  Bleotion;  It  appears  to  be  dated  on  the  IQth, 
Beoem^  1782. 

Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  1st  June,  1780 ; 
enabling  Counoil  to  declare  martial  law. 

Extract  from  the  Miontes. 
SAM'L  BRYAN, 
Secy. 


INDIAK  OOMMISSIOKB&S  TO  PrSS.  DlOKmBOV^  1784« 

Scptr.  18th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  expenoe  which  will  unavoidably  attend  the  Transportation  of 
the  Indian  Goods  &  stores  to  the  Northward  k  Westward  makes  it 
necessary  for  us  to  apply  to  your  Bxoellency  for  six  hundred  pounds 
mere  being  the  balauce  of  the  order  for  one  thousand  pounds  which 
the  Honble.  House  of  Assembly  were  pleased  to  make  in  our  favor 
for  Contingent  Expenoes. 

We  have  Sir,  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Hble.  ServantSj 
SAM   J.  ATLEB, 

FRAS.JOHNI^TON.* 
Directed, 
His  Excelknoyi  John  Diokinsoni  Esqr.,  President  in  Council, 
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State  of  Pennsylvania; 

In  General  Asseabljb  1784. 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  aooounts  read  September  4,  on 
the  aeooonte  of  his  BxoeUeney  the  President  of  the  State  for  repaiie 
done  to  the  mansion  hensei  was  read  the  second  tisM,  whereupon. 

»  Bee  Oel.  Kec.  Vd.  XIV.  p.  206. 
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Benlved,  that  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Snpieme  Exeeotire 
Goundl  for  eighty-foor  pounds  two  shilKngs  and  four  penee,  in  liiU 
for  repairing  the  House  whioh  his  Excellency  John  Dickinson 
Esquire  now  occupies,  beingthe  property  of  the  State.* 
Extract  from  the  minntes, 

J.  SHALLUS,A88t  Clerk 
of  the  General  Aceembly. 
Bead  in  Council  &  order  drawn. 


John  Schbeibbb  to  Sect.  ARMSTRONa,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  yon  sometime  since  and  informed  you,  respeotine  one 
of  the  Gable  ends  of  the  Barrack's  here  that  has  been  thrown  down 
by  the  fall  of  two  stacks  of  chimneys  of  Doctor  Frederick  Kuhn's. 
I  now  understand  that  the  Doctor  means  to  remove  the  Bricks,  not 
only  of  the  Chimney's  but  also  those  that  were  thrown  down  in  the 
Gable  end  and  convert  them  to  his  own  use. 

Apptieation  having  been  made  unto  me  to  Lett  the  powder  Maga- 
zine at  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  storing  some  powder  the 
property  of  some  of  our  Storekeepers,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
have  applied  to  William  Henry,  Esquire,  for  the  Keys  of  the  Maga- 
cine,  who  has  several  time  refused  to  deliver  them,  untUl  the  pub- 
lick  powder,  (which  was  lately  sold)  was  removed  thereout. 
1  should  be  glad  to  have  your  directions  on  these  cases, 

and  am.  Sir.  your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 
JOHN  SCHREIBER. 
Directed,  , 

To  John  Armstrong,  Jnnr.,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
huloned, 

Sept.  16th,  1784. 


Resoltttion  of  General  Assembly,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Qeneral  Assembly. 
Saturday,  September  20, 1784,  A.  M. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  prooeeded  to  elect 
six  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolutions 
adi^ted  Eepcember  15,  and  the  ballots  beiog  taken,  it  appeared, 
ihal  David  Aittenhonse,  Thomas  Hntehins  and  Nathan  SeHers, 
-Esquires,  were  duly  elected  for  performing  the  duties  mentioiied  in 
the  first,  second  and  last  of  the  aforesaid  resolations;  and  that 

*  C«l.  Roo.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  206. 
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WQIiam  Haelay,  James  WilkiDSon  and  William  Hontgomery 
Esquiresy  were  also  duly  elected  for  the  perfsrmiQg  the  duties 
mentioned  in  the  third  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS  Asst  Clerk, 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


Report  ok  thb  Statu  Housk,  1784. 

State  of  Penn^lyania. 

lo  Oeneral  Assembly^ 

Wednesday,  September  22, 1784.— A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  r«id  September  9,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  adopted  as  follows,  ([viz :) 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  State- 
house,  beg  leave  to  report  such  repairs  as  appeared  mpst  immediately 
necessary  with  their  estimate  of  the  expenoe. 

The  turret  roof  requires  new  shingling,  and  a  plain  cor- 
nice continued  round  it  to  oast  the  rain  clear  of  the  walls. 

The  large  outside  cornice  being  in  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion should  be  repaired,  and  the  whole  of  the  said  wood 
work  painted,  the  expence  including  a  scaffold  of  fifty-six 
feet  high  for  the  abore  purposes^  is  estimated  by  your 
committee  at  £190  00  0 

New  shingling  part  of  the  main  roof  and  repairing  other 
parts,  copper  gutters  in  the  Tallies  instead  of  the  leaden 
ones  that  are  broken,  new  gutters  by  tbeohimneysy  vepair 
of  the  balustrade  on  the  roof,  and  the  roof  well  painted 
are  estimated  at  126  00  0 

To  repair  the  ruinous  battlements  and  prevent  the  dam-  ^ 

age  occasioned  by  water  running  down  between  the  Walls 
and  Wainscot  of  the  chimnies  to  the  lower  story,  may  coat    7  10  0 

Painting  the  Oomice,  doors  and  Windows  with  the  Qla- 
siers  bill  may  amount  to  79  00  0 

The  turret  ceiling  very  dangerous,  may  be  renewed  for 
about  31  00  0 

Copper  spouts  and  a  brick  pavement  of  nine  feet  broad, 
on  the  East  and  West  side  of  the  steps  to  meet  that  of  the 
Wings,  taking  up  the  present  pebble-stone  pavement  and 
repairing  the  MasoA  work  of  the  base  of  the  builcUng  may 
cost  106  16  0 

Other  iiecessary  repairs  to  the  Stair^casea  of  the  Win|a 
and  other  parts  of  the  buildings,  not  before  ennmertted.  .30    5  0 

Paintiqg  the  Clock  faces  and  guildiog  the  hour  Hues.      22  10  0 

To  new  cap  the  old  part  of  the  East  wall  inclosing  the 
yard,  and  to  paint  the  Southgates,  and  covering  the  whole 
of  said  walls.  91    6  0 

£QU    5  0 
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Tkaiefoce 

BeaolTed,  that  i\e  Supreme  Ezecatire  Gotnioil  be  ftutboraed  and 
requested  to  have  such  repairs  made  in  and  about  the  State-honae 
as  in  the  foregoing  report  are  spedfied  to  be  immediately  necessarj ; 
and  for  defraying  the  expenoe  thereof;  the  President  in  Council 
shajl  draw  en  the  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  seTcn 
hundred  pounds. 

EzUraot  from  the  Minnies. 
J.  SHALLUS, 
Asst.  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


RssoLUTioK  OF  Gbkbbal  Asseublt^  1784. 

t 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  Oeneral  Assembly, 

Thursday,  September  23, 1784.— A.  M. 
A  letter  from  Bobert  Andrews,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  asoertaining  the 
boundary  line,  was  resd,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the 
same  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Besolved,  that  lihe  Supreme  SzeautiYe  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  draw  an  order  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  filly 
pounds,  Virginia  currency,  in  favor  of  the  said  Robert  Asdrewsy 
Esquire  he  to-be  aeoountable  far  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
J.  SBALLUS, 
AMt  Clerk 
of  the  Qenefal  Assembly.^ 


Council  qf  Cshsoks  to  P&es.  Dickinson,  17£4« 

In  the  Council  of  Censors, 

Sept.  2401, 1784^ 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  <he  IneloMd'Besolulion  I  am  to  request  your  Ex- 
eeMenoy  &  the  Honble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  draw  au 
Order  in  favour  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Council,  for  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounas,  being  the  remainder  of  the  Sum  appropriated  bj 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vpl.  XIV.,  p.  210. 
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the  Oen'l  Aasembly*  to  defray  the  oontingent  ezponoes  of  this 
Board. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  bOy 

with  the  higheafc  Teepee^,  Sir; 
your  BzoelleDo/B  most 

obdt.  hnmUe  Serrt.^ 
FBEP'K  MUHLSNBERO, 
Presd. 
Directed^  ^ 

His  Sztelleney  Jbo.  Diekinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Saprema 
esc  GoMoiL 

In  Ae  Connoil  of  Oenasrs, 

Septm'  24th,  1784.— A.  M. 
Besohed;  That  in  «rder  to  defray  the  oontingent  expenses  of  this 
Connoily  the  President  request  the  Honorable  the  Sapreme  £zeoa- 
tive  Coaneil  to  draw  an  onier  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds^  in  fuTor  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Couii- 
tSij  he  to  be  acoountable. 

Bxtraet  from  tbe  Minutes. 
SAH'LBBYAN, 

Seo'y.*  - 
There  kath  been  <^  one  hundred  pounds''  paid  only. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Sept  24tb,  1784. 


Lt.  Col.  Josuh  Habmab  to  Pbes.  Dioeiksoii,  1784« 

Philadelphia^  September  25th;  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  incTose  to  your  Bxcellenoy  &  the  Honorable 
Council  a  weekly  return  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  k  at  the 
same  time  to  inform  that  last  Wednesday,  the  Artillery  &  Captain 
Finney's  company  marcoed  from  their  encampment  for  Fort  Pitt. 

In  the  course  of  next  week  the  remainder  of  the  tro(^  will 
mareh.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  & 

respect,  your  Excellency's  & 
The  Honotable  Council's 

most  obdt.  Servt., 

JOS.  HABMAB, 
Lt.  CoL  com*  1*^  Am"  Beg*. 
Dtrtetedy 

His  ExcoUenoy,  John  Dickinson^  Esq.,  &  The  Honorable  Tho 
Supreme  Executive  Council.  • 

♦  See  Col.  Bfec.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  212. 
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To  Hon.  John  Boyd,  John  Abhstrong,  Jb.,  Jambs  Bebd, 
John  Okeley,  1784. 

In  GoBBeily  September  28th;  1784. 
CtentlemeBy 

We  have  veeeived  yonr  Letter  of  the  24th  Instant,  &  are  eonoemed, 
thai  anch  a  spirit  of  violenee  prevails  among  the  settlers. 

As  Captain  Boyd  &  Coll.  Armstrong  have  had  opportunities  of 
aoqaainting  themselves  with  many  Ciroamstanees  relatinff  to  the 
lale  Dasturbanoes,  it  is  our  wish,  that  they  may  immediately  repair 
to  Philadelphia,  that  we  may  reoeive  from  them  all  neoeasaiy 
Information. 

Messrs.  Bead  k  Okely  are  impowered  to  proeeed  in  the  Bzecutioo 
of  the  Commission ;  and  we  hope,  that  when  the  nature  of  it  is 
folly  made  known  to  the  deluded  People  who  have  been  so  trouble- 
0ome»  thev  will  peroeive,  that  it  is  dictated  by  a  Desire^  to  treat 
them  with  Equity. 

If  sueh  interruptions  shall  be  given  to  the  proceedings  of  these 
two  Commissioners,  that  they  cannot  with  safety  discharge  the  trust 
delegated  to  them,  thefar  presence  at  Wioming  will  be  useless  fior  the 
Business  is  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  cannot  he  aeoomplished  but  in 
free  Conference,  with  the  settlers.  An  armed  force  would  not 
promote  it;  and  besides  such  a  measure  would  not  be  agreeable  to 
the  sense  of  the  Legislature.  We  rely  upon  the  Prudence  &  firm- 
ness of  the  Commisffloners,  that  they  wUl  make  every  possible  effort 
before  they  relinquish  an  affair  of  so  much  importance. 

I  am. 

P.  6. — ^With  Bespect  to  Grain  raised  on  disputed  Lands  it  appears 
to  us  upon  a  Consideration  of  all  Circumstances  equitable,  that  it 
abould  DC  divided  among  the  Claimants  in  an  amicable  manner  so 
that  their  present  necessities  may  be  as  much  as  possible  relieved, 
&  those  that  may  reasonably  be  apprehended  in  the  approaching 
winter,  be  prevented. 

We  should  be  glad  to  know  in  particular  the  names  of  those 
settlers  who  were  expelled  last  spring,  &  of  such  of  them  as  are  noW 
again  repossessed  of  their  Houses,  Lots  or  Lands. 


Wbit  fob  Election  in  Bucks  Co.,  1784. 

.    Pennsylvania  [Ss.]  John  Dickinson. 
The  President  and  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

To  Adam  Hay  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  District  of  the  Town- 
ahipe  of  Easton  and  Forks  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  and 
Andrew  Ledlio  and  Jacob  Abel  Assistants  to  the  sud  Adam  Hay 
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at  an  election  held  in  tbe  said  District  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June 
.last,  upon  a  yaeancy  occasioned  by  the  Expiration  of  the  Oramis- 
rions  of  John  Arndt  and  Thomas  SUlvman  Bsqoires. 

Whereas  an  Election  waa  held  in  the  District  of  the  Townships  of 
Efltoton  and  Foi^s  in  the  Cotinty  of  Northampton,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June  last,  by  virtue  of  a  Precept  of  Robert  Leveia,  Esqniiei 
.bearing  date  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  same  mondiy  and  to  you  the 
said  Constable  dkected,  upon  a  Tacanoy  oecadoned  by  die  Bzpiratioii 
of  the  GommisBions  of  John  Arndt  and  Thomas  Sillyman,  Esquires, 
kte  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  County,  aiKl  the 
Betnm  of  the  said  Precept  hath  been  made,  oertified  and  deliveied 
under  3^ur  hands  and  S^is  respeotiyely,  and  under  the  hand  and 
Seal  of  Peter  Leip,  Inspector  of  the  said  election;  And  Whersas  the 
Bud  Election  haUi  been  by  us  considered  and  dedared  void,  We  do 
by  these  Presents  authorixe  and  Command  you  the  sttd  Adam  Hay, 
Andrew  Ladlie  and  Jacob  Abel  to  hold  an  £9ection  upon  the 
Twenty-seventh  day  of  this  month  at  eleven  o'Ciock  in  the  Forenoon 
of  that  day,  within  the  said  district,  by  the  Freeholders  of  the  came, 
of  four  Justices  of  the  Peace  elect,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  Expiration  of  the  Commissions  of  the  said  J^n  Ansdt  and 
Thonaas  Sillyman,  Esquires,  and  to  certify  and  deliver  the  Betum 
.thereof,  according  to  the  Act  entitied  '<  An  Ad  to  remedy  the  defiMta 
**  of  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  heretofore  made  for  regulating 
(<the  Elections  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  throuffhout  Mb  Stale 
^'and  io  establish  a  permanent  mode  <^  holding  suon  BleotiooB  and 
<<  to  anthoriie  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Philadelphia,  4o  iM^d  tte 
^<  Courts  of  Eecord  of  the  said  Ciijf  And  you  the  said  Oonatabie 
are  heoeby  further  required  to  affix  a  notice  in  Writing  of  the 
issuing  and  design  of  this  Precept  and  of  tbe  time  a^id  Place^  ^en 
and  where  such  Election  is  to  be  holden,  at  six  or  more  of  tbe  moat 

Sublic  Places  within  the  same  District  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
'wenty-seventh  day  of  this  month. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  Hand  of  His  Excellency  John 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  and  the  Seal  of  the  State  at  Pldla- 
delphia,  this  Seventh  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four. 

Attest,  James  Trimble 

for  John  Armstrong,  jun'r,  Sec'y. 


In  obediepee  to  the  within  Precept  we  the  Subscribers  tbe  Judge 
and  one  of  the  assistants  within  mentioned  met  with  the  other 
assistant  Andrew  Ledlie  at  the  Court  House  in  Easton  on  the 
Twenty  Seventh  day  of  September  within  mentioned,  and  at  the 
Time  therein  appointed  to  hold  an  Election  of  Four  Juatieea  of  the 
Peace  for  the  District  of  Easton  and  Forks  as  we  arjs  thereia 
authorieed  and  commanded.    That  when  we  wen  about  to  open  the 
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8aid  Election,  the  said  Andrew  Ledlie  first  hesitated  &  afterwards 
refused  to  attend  the  said  Election,  and  went  out  of  the  Court  HoasOi 
so  that  the  Subscribers  after  waiting  in,  the  Court  House  till  after 
two  o'  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  open 
Ikad  carry  on  the  said  Election  as  within  commanded.  Witness  our 
Hands  the  Twenty  Eigth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
6ne  Thousand  Seren  Handred  and  Eighty  Four. 

JACOB  ABEL, 
ADAM  HAY. 


BOBSRT  LSVERS  TO  PBBS.  DiCEIKSON,  1784. 

Easton,  Septemher  fhe  28tb,  1784. 
Sir, 

1  had  the  Honor  to  receive  from  your  Excellency  in  Council  a 
Letter,  enclosing  a  Precept  for  holding  an  Election  in  the  district 
of  Easton  and  Forks,  the  twenty  seventh  instant — Immediately  I 
dent  to  Mr.  Adam  Hay,  the  Constable  and  Judge  of  the  Election^ 
read  to  him  the  Precept  and  the  Letter,  delivered  the  former  to  him, 
and  requested  he  would  make  known  the  contents  of  the  letter  to 
Mr.  LeKine  and  Mr.  Abel  in  particular — A  day  or  two  after,  Mr. 
Abel  called  on  me,  and  I  produced  to  him,  and  to  as  many  as  desired' 
to  see  the  contents. 

Yesterday  being  the  twenty-seventh,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Sopreine 
Executive  Council  for  holding  the  Election,  the  Freieholders  of  the 
district  met  at  the  Court  House,  the  place  appointed  in  the  adver- 
tisement, when  some  difficulties  were  started  bv  the  assistants;  on' 
perusing  the  Letter  from  your  Excellency  in  Cfouncil,  viz*,  that  no 
particular  reason  had  been  assigned  by  the  Council  for  the  dcter- 
mining  the  Election  void,  and  that  therefore  they  knew  not  nnon 
what  ground  to  go  on,  and  how  to  conduct  the  Election — Mr.  Ledlio 
said  he  could  not  consider  the  Letter  in  any  other  manner  than  as  a 

K'ivate  Letter  to  me — In  answer  to  these  objections,  I  could  not 
rbear  remarking,  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  Letter  plainly 
indicated  it  to  be  of  a  public  nature;  that  the  whole  of  the  Letter 
plainly  pointed  out  the  Reasoos  for  the  Election  having  been  declared 
void  by  Council,  and  that  the  Letter  came  directed  to  me,  on  public 
Service,  as  Prothonotary  of  the  County,  and  with  it  the  Precept  from 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  holding  the  Elecdon,  which  precept 
was  in  their  Possession,  and  of  a  very  public  nature.  Mr.  Peter  Sefp, 
the  former  Inspector,  declined  serving  at  this  Election,  as  he  was  in  his 
way,  B8 1  was  told,  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  Freeholders  were  about 
to  chose  another  inspector,  when  Mr.  Ledlio  declared  he  would  not 
act  as  an  assistant — ^On  which  I  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Ledlie  from  the 
Law,  and  endeavored  to  convince  him  that  the  Election  could 
not  be  hold  without  him.    It  was  then  said,  Col.  Stephen  Balliet, 

16* 
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ovr  Bepreflentative  in  Coancil,  waa  in  Easton,  and  the  Freeholders 
requested  that  Gentlemen  might  he  consulted.  Aocordinglji  Mr. 
Ledlie  waited  on  him,  and  Col.  Balliet  oame  into  the  Court  House-* 
And  being  requested  hy  the  assistants,  that  he  would  please  to  let 
them  know  for  what  Reasons  the  Election  had  been  overset,  CoL 
Balliet  answered,  that  the  Election  had  been  declared  void  by  Gouncili 
because  the  Poll  had  been  opened  after  it  had  been  closed — And 
added,  that  least,  upon  the  Election  ordered  anew,  any  misunder- 
standing among  the  inhabitants  might  happen.  Council  had  thought 
proper  to  give  some  instructions  concerning  the  several  objections 
that  had  been  made  against  the  Proceedings  in  the  former  Election^ 
that  the  future  Elections  noigbt  be  regularly  held,  and  that  the 
instructions  were  contained  in  that  Letter  sent  to  me  by  yoor  Excel* 
lenoy  in  Council  with  the  Precept.  Upon  this  Information  from 
Col.  Balliet,  the  Judge  of  the  Eleotion,  Mr.  Adam  Hay,  and  Mr. 
Jacob  Abel,  one  of  the  assistants,  agreed  to  open  the  Election  directly ; 
but  Mr.  Ledlie  positively  refused  to  attend  the  Election,  and  went 
out  of  the  Court  House  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  and  disappointment 
of  the  moat  of  the  Freeholders  present  who  could  not  forbear,  many 
of  them,  to  declare  their  indignation  against  a  man  who  would  tbos 
insult  his  countrymen,  affront  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  the 
State,  and  despise  and  trample  on  the  Laws  of  his  Country — Never- 
theless, they  retained  their  anger  within  due  bounds,  and,  like  virtuous 
•  citizens,  after  patiently  waiting  till  after  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
proclaimed  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  come 
forth  again  to  assert  their  Rights,  support  the  Freedom  of  Election 
and  the  Laws  of  their  Country. 

I  judged  it  necessary  to  give  your  Excellency  in  Council  this 
detail  of  the  Proceedings,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  and 
do  enclose  the  Precept  delivered  to  me  by  Mr  Adam  Ha^  and  Mr. 
Jacob  Abel,  with  their  Reasons  for  not  holding  Uie  Election  as  they 
had  been  anthorized  and  commanded. 

There  has  no  Precept,  as  yet,  been  issued  for  holding  an  Election 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  this  District,  on  the  vacancy  occaaoned 
by  the  expiration  of  the  Commission  which  appointed  Abraham 
Berlin,  Esq',  &  myself,  Justices  of  the  Peaoe— which  ended  the 
fifth  day  of  August  last;  And  the  delay  has  been  occasioned  on  this 
account— The  Law,  wherever  there  is  a  County  Town  in  the  district, 
authorizes  the  Freeholders  in  that  district  toelect  Six  Justices  of  tbo 
Peace.     At  the  Election  lately  held,  Four  Persons  were  chosen,  to 
supply  the  Places  of  Thomas  Slllyman  and  John  Amdt,  Esquires, 
whose  Times  had  expired.    We  were  at  a  Loss  to  known  how  to 
act ;  for  as  there  was  a  vacancy  of  Two  other  Magistrates  also  in  the 
district,  Mr.  Berlin  and  myself,  we  apprehended  if  four  Persona 
were  chosen,  it  would  be  contrary  to  Law,  and  if  only  Two  were 
chosen,  there  would  be  no  choice  loft  for  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council.     Upon  consulting  Col.  Balliet  yesterday,  he  advises  the 
Election  of  Two  only,  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Berlin  and  myself^  and  that 
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OonmAli  oa  tbe  Reiurn  of  the  Preeepl,  may  appoint  Ooa  or  more-*- 
80  that  it  has  sinoe  been  determined  upon  to  apply  to  a  Madstrate 
for  a  Precept  for  the  Election  of  Two  Persona  to  be  elected  for  tba 
aboTo  Pnrpoae^It  being  found  eztremelj  inccmTenient  haVing  no 
Joatice  of  the  Peace  in  this  district^  and  more  especiallj  in  this 
Town. 

I  am^  with  very  great  Respect; 

Sirj  joor  Ezcellencj^s  most  obedient 
and  most  hamUe  8ervani| 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
His  Bzcellettcj  John  Dickinsoni  Esquire. 


SuROBoir  McDowell  to  Pbbs.  Diceikson,  1784. 

His  Bxoelleney  the  President  and  the  Honble  Members  of  the 
snpreme  ezeontiYe  Gonnoil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Pennsyl? *. 

Gentlemeni 

When  the  Troops  marched  this  momingi  three  men  were  left  oh 
the  Ground  too  sick  to  go  on  with  the  Detaohm*.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  they  would  be  able  to  follow  the  Reg<  in  the  Course  of  two  or 
three  weeks,  if  they  were  properly  attended  to;  It  is  a  pity  to  leave 
them  lying  on  the  Ground  friendless  and  moneyless.  I  therefore 
ordered  them  with  the  adneo  of  Gol.  Harmar  to  oe  removed  to  Car- 
penter's Hall,  where  they  must  stay  iintill  I  have  the  Pleasure  of 
your  Commands  conoeming  them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  ^ 

Gentlemen,  you»  most 
obdt.  Humble  Servt., 

JNO.  MoDOWELL, 
Surg. 
Ist  American  Regt 
Phila.,  Sept.  80th,  1781. 


Skcr'y  ARMSTRONa  TO  JoHN  Wbitzel,  1784. 

Sir, 

It  is  the  desire  of  Council  that  you  will  procure  and  transport  a 
Quantity  of  Provisions,  Yiz :  Flour,  Beef,  salt  &  rum  as  imme- 
diately as  possible  to  Wyoming — ^there  to  be  deposited  under  the 
care  of  such  person^ as  you  may  appoint  to  receive  it;  you  may 
calculate  upon  100  men  for  a  fortnight.  The  emergency  which 
makes  this  business  so  extremely  interesting  to  Council  « important 


U*  ^ENKSYLVANIA  ABCItmBS  1784 

to  tbe  8tet#,  will  not  adnrit  of  a  moments  delay  ft  maliM  it  i 
iary  a^n  to  engage  ytmr  industry  and  management  in  the  aervioe 
of  the  pablie. 

I,  am  Sir^ 

wiUi  the  highest  vespeet,  fto.,  tct^y 

^     JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Phila.,  Ist  October,  1784. 
Directedy 
Mr.  Weitnel^  N(»thnin«  Q\ 


To  Hbnkt  Antes,  Esq.,  SHBRP'r  ot  Couinx  of  NosTHinc- 

BEELAND  1784. 

Philada.,  Get.  1, 1784. 

Sir, 

Ton  are  hereby  diieoted  to  proceed  immediately  npon  the  receipt 
of  thiS)  to  raise  the  Posse  Commitatns  of  the  Go.  of  Northumberland 
and  with  thorn  proceed  under  the  direction  of  the  Magistracy  to  ap- 
prehend ft  secure  the  persons  concerned  in  the  late  Violation  of  the 
Peace  at  Wyoming,  &  more  partioularly  tbe  persons  whose  names 
are  hereafter  mentioned.  John  Swift,  John  Franklfn,  Ebeneaer 
Johnstone,  Phineas  Peiroe,  Elisha  Saterlie,  Joel  Abbot,  Water- 
man Baldwin,  Phineas  Stevens,  William  Jacques,  Ishmael  Bennet^ 
jr.,  Benj"  Sills,  Wm.  McClure,  Daniel  Gore,  Abraham  WestbrooAr, 
Abraham  PikC;  Wm;  Boss^  Gideon  Ghoreh  &  Riehard  Halsted. 

I  am,  fte. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
Sec'y. 


To  THE  MaQISTRACT  OF  KORTnTTMBERLAND  Co.,  1784. 

Phikda.,  Oct  1, 1784. 
GentlemeUi 

The  late  Violations  of  the  Peace  at  Wyoming  ft  abuse  of  the 
Commissioners  sent  thither  to  promote  the  designs  of  the  Legialatare 
will  call  for  every  exertion  in  your-  power.  A  spirit  so  alarming  to  the 
honour  .<^  the  State  ft  the  Tranquility  of  its  Inhabitants  will  deserve 
the  most  exemplary  punishment.  The  orders  of  Council,  will  be 
found  more  explicitly  declared  in  their  letter  to  the  Sheriff  of  yoar 
Co.,  ft  point  out  the  immediate  necessity  for  your  personal  attendsaoe 
on  this  business. 

I  am  with  great  Bsteem,  OentlemeD| 
yr.  ob.  ft  very  hble.  Servt, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Sec'j. 
Direcie(f,—To  The  Magistrates.  . 
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Lt.  Col.  Habh^b  to  Pbbb.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia;  October  let,  1784. 
Si*, 

Agreeably  to  InstraotioDS  rcoeived  from  your  Excelkmey  ik  the 
Honorable  Council,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  Gopiea  of  the 
aeyeral  Inlistmenta  for  the  troops  raised  in  .this  State. 

Yesterday  the  remainder  of  the  men,  viz :  Capl.  Ziegkr'a  &  Capt. 
McCnrdie's  Companies  marched  from  their  Encampment  on  Sebuyt 
kill  river  for  Fort  PitL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  Esteem  & 
respect;  yonr  Ezoellenoy's  & 

The  Bonorable  Counoira 
most  obd.  Servt.; 

JOS.  HAEMAR, 
Lt  Col.  Com'g  1st  Am"  Beg*. 
DtrecUdj 

His  Exoelleney;  John  Dickinson;  Esq.;  &  The  Honorable  The 
Sapreme  Ezeontiye  Counci};  Pennsylvania. 


Sbc'7  ARlfSTBONa  10  COTTNTT  LiBtJTS.  TOR  BUCKS  AND 

Bbbks,  1784. 

Phila.,  Oct.  1;  1784. 
Sir; 

It  is  the  direction  of  Council,  that  Fifty  Men,  properly  arm'd; 
aeoontred  &  Officered,  be  immediately  drawn  forth  from  the 
Bfttt*  of  Backs  [or  Berks]  C*  Militia,  &  mov'd  with  all  possible  expo- 
ditiott  to  George  Kline's,  in  Lower  Milford  Township,  &  place  com- 
monly called  Hosenhaason. 

Ton  will  be  pleased  to  accompany  tfacm  thither,  k  remain  with 
them  nntill  the  farther  Orders  of  Council :  &  As  the  emergency  upon 
which  this  detachment  is  called  out,  will  admit  of  no  delay.  It  is 
expected  that  you  will  take  some  means  to  famish  them  with  pro- 
Tinions  for  a  day  or  two  after  they  reach  the  place  above-mentioned, 
when  some  other  mode  of  supply  will  be  adopted.  All  possible  Care 
is  to  be  taken  that  the  troops  come  out  properly  prepared  for  the 
most  active  service — ft  it  is  the  express  order  of  Government  that  yon 
call'  upon  the  whole  Reg'  until  you  get  the  aforesaid  Number  so 
prepared. 

I  am^  sir,  &c.,  with  much  respect, 

yr.  ob.  &  very  humble  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
Seo^y. 

Ammunition  shall  meet  them  at  the  plaoo  of  Rendezvous. 
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COMHIBSIOKEBS  F0&  INBUN  TbBATY  TO  PbES.  DiCKIKSOiry 

1784. 

Fort  Staawizi  Oct.  4*^,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  embnoe  tbe  opportonity  whiob  ia  offered  to  to  by  tbe  reiam 
of  Monseiur  Marbois,  to  inform  your  Ezoelleney  and  tbe  Honorable 
Goancily  of  our  safe  arriyal  at  tbis  place  after  a  tedious  Journey. 
Sundry  unexpected  delays  bare  retarded  tbe  Treaty,  And  tbe  ooa* 
ferenoea  were  not  opened  till  yesterday,  wben  tbey  were  begun  witb 
four  of  tbe  six  Nations ;  tbe  Business,  in  our  Opinion,  would  not 
bave  commenced  so  soon  bad  it  not  been  at   tbe  instance  of 
tbe  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  wbo  wisbed  to  address  tbe  Indians,  and 
was  under  the  necessity  of  departing  tbis  day,  or  to-morrow.    Tbe 
Commissioners  did  not  enter  fully  into  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment, they  explain'd  the  purpose  of  the  Treaty,  introduced  the  Mar- 
quis De  fa  Fayette  &  Monsieur  De  Marbois  in  Gbaxacter  of  tbo 
Minister  of  France.   The  Marquis  Addressed  them,  praised  those  who 
bad  adhered  to  us  in  the  late  War — ^blamed  those  who  bad  been  our 
Enemies  with  freedom ;  their  Answer  was  pertinent,  and  breathed 
the  spirit  of  peace.    The  Mohawks,  in  particular,  declared  their 
repentance  for  the  Errors  which  they  had  committed.     We  were 
likewise  introduced  to  them  by  the  Continental  Commissioners.^ 
We  have  Intelligence  that  Ten  Tribes  of  In^ns  are  on  their  Maroh 
for  this  place,  great  part  of  whom  are  expected  to  Morrow.     When 
these  Indiana  arrive,  the  Commissioners  will  proceed  (we  are  fully 
satbfied)  with  all  possible  diligence. — ^Nothing  has  been  done  Offi- 
cially in  the  Business  of  our  appointment ;  but  we  b^  leave  to 
assure  you,  that  we  are  not  a  moment  inattentive  to  the  Object  of 
our  Mission.  ^  We  are  happy  in  a  perfect  harmony  witb  the  Conti- 
nental Commissioners,  Altho'we  have  had  many  oross  accidents  and 
embarrassing  circumstances  from  other  Quarters.     Tbe  delays  which 
we  have  experienced,  (&  which  we  know  have  been  unavoidable,)  baTa 
indeed  given  us  pain ;  But,  we  know  that  our  only  resouroe  is  palienoei 
and  we  are  determined  to  use  it.     We  will  not  venture  to  give  any 
certain  Opinion  as  to  the  final  Issue  of  our  business,  and  can  only 
say,  that  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  now  Assembled  appean  to  be 
favorable. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  &  very  Hum'l  Serv'ts, 
SAM.  J.  ATLEE, 
W-  MACLAY, 
FBAS.  JOHNSTON. 
2>iVecf«f,— Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supremo 
Exec.  Council  for  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Orakb  Inqubst  to  Council,  1784, 

To  ibe  Honourable  the  Sopreme  Ezeoative  Coonoil  of  ihe  SUIe  of 
Pennsjlvania. 

The  Orandlnqneet  for  ibe  Gity  and  CouDty  of  Philadelphia,  do 
represent. 

That  from  the  nneommon  importation  of  Onnpowder  lately  into  ihia 
City,  and  the  inadequate  me  of  the  Pnbliok  Magazine  to  the  por- 
poses  intended— The  City  is  now  exposed  to  very  great  and  imsu^ 
nent  danger.  • 

That  many  hundred  Quarter  Casks  of  this  dangerous  eommodity 
18  pow  kept  in  Taxious  places  within  the  City  and  suburbs,  to  the 
immediate  danger  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  good  Gitiiens 
thereof. 

Therefore,  the  Grand  Inquest  requests  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Ezeentire  Oouneil  to  take  the  alarming  situation  of  the  Inbabitantai 
into  their  instant  and  serious  eonsideration,  ([as  the  danser  to  be 
apprehended  in  ease  of  Fire  is  truly  alarming,)  and  adopt  sueh 
measures  for  the  safety  &4>roteotion  ci  the  City,  as  to  their  Wisdom 
may  seem  meet. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Grand  Inquest,  this  29«^  September,  178A 

WILLIAM  RUSH,  foreman. 


PrBS.  DiOKIKSON  to    MAQI8TRATB8,  1784. 

(Cireular.) 

In  Couneil,  October  6, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

In  pureuanoe  of  the  Act  of  which  a  Copy  is  enclosed,  it  becomes 
my  duty  immediately  to  direct  that  some  two  or  more  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  proceed  forth- 
with in  executing  the  Laws  relating  to  forceiible  Entries  &  Betaineiu,  in 
Order  that  the  several  persons,  who  in  the  Month  of  May  last  were 
Tiolently  dispossessed  of  their  Messuages,  Land  &  Tenements,  at  or 
near  Wioming,  which  they  then  occupied,  may  be  restored  to  the 
Possession  of  the  same. 

Confiding  in  your  Zeal  for  Justice,  Peace  &  good  order,  I  deaira 
that  you  wul  proceed  accordingly. 

With  great  Regard,  , 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  moit  obed*  &  hble.  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

John  Bayers,  Christian  Gettig,  Andrew  Culberson^  John  Seely  & 
David  Mead,  Esquires. 
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Copy— PBTmoK  of  Aaroh  Doakb,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickenson,  Esq',  Ooyernor  of  the  State  of 

Fennsyfyaniii  &  President  of  the  Bzeoative  Goxroeil. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Aaron  Doane^  a  poor  unhappy  Man^  now 
i^der  Sentence  of  Death  in  ihe  Qoal  of  Philadelphia^ 
Most  humbly  Sheweth, 

Thait  ydnr  unfortunate  Petitioner  deeply  Imiffessed  widi  a  full 
Sease  of  your  merciful  Generosity  for  Ae  Extension  of  a  fow  dayi 
life,  mo9t  humblj  throws  himself  at  thy  Mercy  Seat  pnying  thy 
Oompassion,  Humanity,  and  Mercy. 

Insooent  of  the  Crime  laid  to  his'  Charge,  Otitbwed  ft  being 
absent  from  the  State,  which  hinder'd  his  knowledge  thereof,  Pe 
is  now  Condemned  to  Sufiisr  an  Ignominious  death,  unheard  or  even 
-Tried,  to  know  if  he  was  guilty  of  the  Crime  or  not 

Oh  thou  Great  Buler,  to  whom  the  Laws  have  given  th«  Power 
ef  being  the  Dispenser  of  Life  and  death— Seal  not  my  Death— 
Have  men^  on  an  innooent  Man — Shed  not  my  Biood  unheard  or 
Tried— If  by  the  Outlawry  I  am  to  Suffer— Consider  thou  great 
Ooyernor,  my  Innocence,  my  not  being  Tried^  not  being  heard  and 
the  Power  vested  in  thee,  to  Extend  it  to  Objects  of  Mercy — Save 
Chen  my'  Life  oh  gracious  Judge— Let  Mercy  and  Compassion 
preside  in  thy  Breast  over  Rigorous  Law— Let  thy  Government  be 
Crowned  by  Lenity,  Moderation,  ft  Mercy,  not  Rigor  or  Resent- 
ment— Pardon  thy  Suppliant  PBlTtioner,  Extend  thy  mercy  towards 
him — Give  thy  distr^sed  Servant  another  Sentence — ^Bannish  to 
other  Territories  thy  unfortunate  Sappliant — ^But  Let  not  thy 
humane  hand  Seal  my  Death,  Unheard  or  Untried,  but  Shew  thy 
Mercy;  and  may  the  Almighty  Dispenser  of  Life  and  Death,  toke  thee 
in  his  Charge  will  be  ever  the  prayer  of  the  wretched  uafirainnate. 

AARON  DOANE.* 

New  Goal,  17  Oc',  1784. 
Direetedf 

His  Excellency,  Jno.  Dickonson,  Esq%  Governor  of  the  Stat*  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Repairs  op  Statb  House,  1784. 

^  J.  Pearson  requests  the  Honble  Council  will  be  pleased  to  favor 
him  with  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  for  Two  hundred  pounds  to 
purchase  several  materials,  and  to  pay  for  others  already  bought  for 
reparing  the  State  House. 

Great  part  of  this  sum  is  now  necessary  and  the  whole  within 
Ten  days. 

*  He  was  pardoned,  March  28,  1786.  See  CoL  Rec,  VoL  XTV.,  p.  887, 
al88-^898.  A  person  of  the  same  name  was  repriered  under  the  fcaUows  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  July,  1788.— 5AaZ/t«'  TMet,  Vol,  2,  i».  69. 
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Also  raqnests  an  Order  on  Mr.  Joseph  Stiles  for  saeh  ropes  and 
TaUe  BloeKs  thai  axe  in  his  possession  beloDging  to  the  Stale  and 
for  a  wheel  barrow  or  two.* 

Honble  ExecutiTe  Coanoil. 

Oot  19th,  17^4. 


Wabdbks  ov  Phila.  to  Tbm.  Dickinsok,  1784, 

Warden's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  October  26th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  snndry  Reports  relatiTe  to  the 
remoTing  of  the  Gheyanz  de  Friie  for  the  satisfaction  of  Tour  Ex- 
celleQoy  and  the  honorabte  Conncil,  from  which  as  well  as  from 
erery  other  Cironmstanee  we  ceneeive  all  obstniotion  to  the  Nayiga- 
lion,  comprised  withm  the  Oontrapts  made  with  Mess**  Leyi  Hollings- 
worth  and  Arthur  Donaldson  are  effeotnally  removed  in  Consequence 
of  which  we  have  given  Uiose  Oentlemen  a  Certificate. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  ffreatest  BeBpect, 
Your  Bzoeltenoy'fl 
Host  obedient  and 
very  hamble  Servants, 
by  order  of  the  Board, 
JXrected,  FRANCIS  GURNBY-f 

His  Ezceltency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqnire,  President 

Port  of  Philadelphia, 

Warden's  Office,  October  26tfa,  1784. 
We  do  hereby  Certify  that  Mess"  Levi  A)lling8worth  and  Arthur 
Donaldson  have  not  only  removed  and  destroyed  forty-nine  Chevanz 
de  Frise,  but  from  the  Reports  of  the  Pilots  employed  in  sweeping 
the  Bed  of  the  River  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Mud  Island  and 
Billing's  port,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  also 
removed  all  the  Frame  that  were  Obstructions,  and  that  the  naviga- 
tion in  both  the  Eastern  and  Western  Channel  is  rendered  perfectly 
safe.  FRANCIS  OURNBT, 

SAMUEL  CALDWELL, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
NATHANIEL  FALOONBIL 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
JOS.  BULLOCK.J 
A  tme  Copy. 
James  Trimble,  For  John  Armstrong,  Jun'r  Sec'y. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV./p.  285. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  241. 
X  See  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.,  p.  241. 
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Pbh0.  Dickinson  to  Levi  Hollinqbwobth  &  A.  Dohald- 

BON,  1784. 

In  Oounoil;  October  28lh,  17&i 
Gentlemeni 

The  Certificate  from  the  Wardens  of  this  Port  gives  ns  great 
Satisfaction,  and  we  have  drawn  an  order  for  the  Pajment  of  the 
Ballance  due  to  joa. 

We  cannot  deny  ourselves  the  Pleasure  of  expressing  npon  tliis 
occasion,  our  sense  of  the  Attention  &  Ingenuity  exerted  in  remov- 
ing the  Chevaux  de  Frize,  and  of  the  very  great  service  thereby 
rendered  to  our  Follow  Citizens. 

I  am;  with  much  Bespecti 

Qentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 
JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed^ 

Messrs.  Arthur  Donaldson  and  Levi  Hollingsworth. 


Pebs.  Dickinson  to  Mons.  Marbois,  1784. 

In  CoonciL  October  SOtL  1784. 
Sir,. 

We  inclose  the  concluded  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  Case  of  Charles  Julian  ae  Ijongohamps,  and  it  is  with  much 
Pleasttze  we  observe  the  Bespect  therein  manifested  for  the  Law  of 
•Nations.  # 

I  am  with  great  Begard, 

Sir,  your  most 
obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JOir^edf 

Mr.  Baibe  de  Marbois. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Ministbb  of  X7nitb]>  NbthbrlandSi 

1784. 

In  Council,  October  Slst,  1784. 
Sir, 
We  inclose  the  final  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  justifle 

*  See  Col.  Kec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  241. 
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in  the  Case  of  Charles  JoliaQ  de  Longcbamps;  and  observe  wUh 
Pleaaore  the  Respect  thereby  maDife^ted  for  the  Law  of  Nations. 
I  am,  with  very  great  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 
The  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 


MoHS.  Mabbois  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

(Translation.) 

Philadelphia,  Ist  November,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  was  informed  on  my  journey  that  the  Court  of  Oyer  ft  Ter- 
miner had  passed  Judgment  on  the  Frendiman  who  beeame  guilty 
of  a  orime  against  the  Law  of  Nations.  I  immediately  repaired 
hither  to  be  informed  from  your  Ezcellenoy  of  the  tenor  of  this 
Judgment.  My  Brother  delivered  me  on  my  arrival  the  Eztraot 
from  the  Record  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  him  the  day 
before  yesterday;  I  shall  transmit  it  to  the  King's  Ministers,  ft 
wait  on  Congress  with  the  orders  which  his  Majesty  shall  think  pro- 
per to  cause  to  be  directed  to  me. 

I  am  with  respect.  Sir, 

your  Ezcellenc/s  most  « 

humble  ft  most 

obedient  servant, 

DB  MARBOIS. 
Dirteitd, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State. 


Testimonials  of  P.  S.  Duponceatj,  1784. 

Je  rends  avec  plusir  2i  M  Dn  Ponceau  le  t^moignnge  qu'il  m'a 
para  dans  toutes  les  occasions  se  conduire  de  maniere  E  tneriter  la 
confiance  du  public  et  je  pense  que  ses  talens  et  sa  bonne  conduite 
le  rendent  digne  de  I'emploi,  qu'il,  sollicite. 

Philadelphie  le  26  8ber,  1783 
Trancisco  Rendon»      Jacq.  Lacaze.  Jh.  Th.  Carr^. 

Onfray  Lainniere.       P.  D.  Robert.  Du  Bey. 

Benj.  Terrasson.         C.  P.  Raguet.  P.  Barriere. 

1^.  Perre.  Chev.  de  la  Luzerne.  Mallet. 

Ch.  Carr^.  Marbois.  N.  Raguet. 

Pred.  Divouz.  Barb^.  E.  Huttner. 

JDumont.  James  Yanuxem. 
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StEUsnr  TO  Pbbs.  Dioeihsok,  1784. 

N«f.  3rd, 
Sir, 

Mr.  Daponoetn,  who  will  hare  tbe  honor  to  deliver  your  Exoel- 
leDcy  this,  was  with  me  f(mr  yean  as  Oaptun  &  aid  de  Camp  in 
whieh  iime  I  bad  coBtinBal  prooft  of  his  capacity  k  oondoet,  after- 
wards he  served  as  assistant  Secretary  in  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  with  the  approbation  &  esteem  of  its  b^  ft  of  diose  who 
were  joined  with  him. 

He  is  now  a  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  &  offers  his  Service  to  the 
State  as. a  notary  &o.|for  which  affair  he  possesses  all  tbe  necessary 
qualifications.  As  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the  well&re  of 
this  young  Gentlemen  who  came  with  me  from  Europe,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  recommend  him  to  your  Ezcellencys  protection  &  assis- 
tance, which  will  lay  me  under  the  greatest  obligations, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  Excellency  obedient  Servant, 

STEUBEN, 
H.  H. 

His  Bzoj.  Qov.  Dickinsoni 


Petition  op  P.  S.  Du  Ponceau,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Diclkinson,  Esquire,  President  and  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Peter  Stephen  Dn  Ponceau^  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  the  office  of  Notary  PuUic  ft  Interpi^ter  for  tbe  French  ft 
Spanish  Languages  having  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Paol 
Fooks,  Esquire,  the  mutual  intercourse  between  the  Gitisens  of  thi^ 
State  and  foreigners  has  greatly  suffered  from  the  want  of  another 
persons  being  appointed  in  his  place.  That  tbe  number  of  foreiga- 
ers  who  daily  flock  to  this  City  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  an  anrf* 
strained  commerce,  having  greatly  increased  since  the  peace,  thdr 
ignorance  of  the  language  of  this  country  lays  them  ^ontiDoaUf 
under  very  great  difficulties,  and  that  the  appointment  of  a  sucoeasor 
to  Mr.  Fooks,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  advantage  of  Commerce  ft 
facilitate  an  intercourse  with  foreigners  in  this  state. 

,  Your  Petitioner  takes  the  liberty  to  represent  to  your  Excellencj 
&  tbe  Honorable  Council,  that  ho  has  made  the  study  of  foreign 
languages, '&  particularly  of  the  French^  Spanish  &   ItaliaDj  the 
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oljeot  of  bis  pntioalar  attentioii.  H«  i«  a  Cttfaen  of  Ads  cominoii- 
wealth,  ft  haa  serred  the  United  States  froan  a  vef^  early  period  of 
the  late  war,  first  as  a  Captain  hi  the  oontinental  army  ft  aid  de  Camp 
to  major  General  Steuben,  wmA  afterwards  as  under  Secretary  for 
foreign  affairs.  Upon  the  oetsation  of  hostilities  he  has  retired  to 
private  lifSa.  Not  being  favoured  with  the  gift  of  Fortune,  he 
wishes  to  support  himself  bj  an  honest  industry,  ft  to  enable  him- 
self at  the  same  time  to  centSnue  the  study  of  the  Law  which  is  the 
immediate  object  of  his  pursuit.     Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays, 

That  the  Honorable  Coundl  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  ft  com- 
mission him  to  be  a  notary  ft  Tabellioa  public  for  the  English^ 
French,  Spanish  ft  Italian  languages,  ft  Interpreter  for  the  samoi 
in  the  room  of  Paul  Fooks,  Esquire,  deceased. 

That  they  will  be  pleased  to  allow  him  to  exercise  the  same  powers 
of  administering  Oaths  and  affirmations  ftc,  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
Commission  granted  by  the  Honble.  Council  to  the  said  Paul  Fooks, 
Esqr.,  ft  that  they  will  invest  him  with  the  same  offices,  powers  ft 
authorities,  with  which  the  said  Paul  Fooks  by  the  above  mentioned 
commission  was  invested. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  ftc, 

PETER  B.  DU  PONCEAU. 
Phihdelphia,  80ih  October,  1783. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  Major  Du  Ponceau,  and  having  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  Ease  and  Readiness  with 
which  he  hath  interpreted  and  translated  different  foreign  Langua- 
ges into  English.  We  do  certify  that  from  the  best  Judgment 
which  we  are  able  to  form,  aod  from  the  great  satis&olion  which  he 
hath  given  as  well  as  from  his  good  Character  we  believe  him  to  be 
a  well  qualified  and  very  proper  Person  for  the  office  or  Appoint- 
moBt  in  ye  foregoing  Petition  prayed  for. 

Jaoek  Rushy  Wm.  Lewis,  Alex.  Wilcocks, 

Dan.  dymer,  Jona.  D.  Sergeant,  John  D.  Cox, 

Robt.  Morris,  Jared  Ingersoll,  StubeU;        H.  M. 
James  WilseUi 


pjuid.  Dickinson  ih>  GtovsRNOR  of  NoRtff  Carolika, 

1784. 

In  Council,  November  Stfa,  1784. 
Sir,      - 

We  are  informed,  that  Amos  William  also  is  charged  with  beiuff 
an  acoompliee  in  several  Robberies  Burglaries  &  Felonies  committed 
In  ikis  State;  ft  has  fied  from  Justice,  is  now  in  the  District  of 
Hillsborough  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina^  We  therefore  think  it  our 


864  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHITXS  178& 

datj  to  reqiteaty  that  be  maj  be  d^vered  op  to  Amos  Baily,  tk 
Bearer^  in  order  to  be  removed  to  this  State. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obedient,  and 

most  hamble  s^rant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
His  SzoellenGy  the  Goyenior  of  North  Carolina. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Govbrnor  of  Massaohxtsbtts,  1784, 

In  Council.  November  12th,  1T84. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed  that  George  Gamer  and  Joseph  Smith  who  an 
charged  with  Felony  committed  in  this  City  and  have  fled  from 
Justice,  are  now  in  Boston.  We  therefore  think  it  our  daty  to 
request,  that  they  may  be  delivered  up  to  the  Bearer  Hr.  John 
Poyntell  in  order  to  be  removed  to  this  State. 
I  am  with  great  Regard  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedt.  hble.  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directedj 
His  Excellency,  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 


Elbotion  of  Deusgatbs  to  OoNaRBSS,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly 
Tuesday  November  16  1784,  A.  M. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  tba 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  tlie 
United  States  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  it 
appeared  that  the  Honorable  Joseph  Reed,  Cadwalader  MeniSy 
William  Montgomery,  Joseph  Gardner,  and  William  Heuiy,  of 
Lancaster,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected. 

Wednesday,  November  17,  1784,  A.  M. 
A  letter  from  Cadwalader  Morris  Esquire,  elected  a  Dalegate  to 
represent  this  State  id  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  was  read, 
praying  leave  to  resign  the  said  appointment,  and  on  motion,  and 
by  spedal  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 
Ordered  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

J.  SHALLUS^* 
Asst.  Clerk  of^the  General  AmemUj- 

»  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIT.  p.  261. 
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MoNS.  Mabbois  to  Pbes.  Dioeinbon,  1784. 

Philadfrlphii,  16th  Nott,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writinff  simdry  Letters  to  your  Exoellencj, 
requesting  that  jou  would  oe  pleased,  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendations  of  Congress  to  proonre  to  the  subjects  of  His 
Majestji  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Loan  Office  certificates 
issued  in  this  State.  I  beg  j^m  wil  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  what 
has  been  determined  thereupon,  that  I  may  give  information  of  it  to 
his  Majesty's  subjects.  You  may  easily  conceiTCi  Sir,  how  unfortu- 
nate it  is  for  them,  after  having  placed  so  much  confidence  in  the 
thirteen  United  States  to  see  that  the  interests  of  those  Certificates 
have  been  paid  to  Americans,  while  the  French  have  been  excluded 
from  those  payments. 

I  also  beg  your  Excellency  to  let  me  Know  the  motives  which 
have  rendered  the  recommendations  of  Congress  inefifectual,  that  I 
may  impart  them  to  that  Honourable  Body. 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed,)  DE  MARBOIS. 

A  true  Translation  from  the  original. 

PETER  S.  DV  PONCEAU,  . 
sworn  Interpreter. 


J0BOB  HoMiNSON  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinsoh,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Honourable;  The  Supren^e 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  submft  the  endoaed  Depositions  to  the  ConsiderA- 
tion  of  your  Honourable  Board;  requesting  your  advic^  in  the 
Bosinefls  to  which  they  refer.  The  Vemel  in  Question  was  attached 
under  a  writ  of  the  Admiralty  to  answer  a  Tradesman  for  work  done 
A  materials  found  in  building  her  at  Marcus  hook,  by  virtue  of 
a  late  Law  of  this  State  for  that  Purpose.  As  soon  as  she  was 
launched  the  attachment  was  laid,  &  the  forcible  rescue  immediately 
follow'd,  &  the  offenders  escaped  with  the  property  into  Delaware 
State.  The  vessel  &  the  Parties  I  believe  are  yet  in  the  Port  of  Wil- 
mington, &  I  should  hope  that  it  will  be  thought  necessary  to  take 
the  most  speedy  measures  for  bringing  the  offender  to  answer  for 
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the  Indignity  they  have  thrown  dn  a  Oonri  of  JoBtioe  of  tkifl 
Commonwealth. 

I  haye  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  gseat  Bespeot  GtonUemen, 
your  most  obedienty 
^  and  most  faithful  humble  servant. 

FBAS,  HOPKINSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Exodlenoy  President  DickiosoDy 
Phikda.,  Nov.  16th,  1784. 


MoNS.  Maebois  to  Prbs,  DrcKiNsoN,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  the  17  November,  1784. 
Sir,  '      - 

In  the  beginning  of  last  Sammer  a  report  spread  in  some  parts  of 
this  Continent  that  there  was  suspioion  cf  the  plague  being  at  Mar- 
seilles ;  altho'  without]any  foundation  this  report  has  been  the  flonroe 
of  anxiety  to  Merchants.  The  Marshal  de  Castries  who  has  been  in- 
formed of  it  has  done  me  the  honour  to  write  me  such  particalars 
as  are  most  proper  to  remove  their  fears ;  he  informs  me  that  <'  ali  Tttd- 
'<  ing  vessels  ooming  from  the  Levant  are  only  admitt-ed  at  the  porU 
"  of  Marseilles  &  Toulon,  but  particularly  at  the  former,  that  ibe 
*^  Laaarette  of  Marseilles  has  the  most  sure  resources,  in  the  most  oer- 
^'  tain  practice  of  the  various  methods  used  for  the  purification  o' 
•*  Goods  and  the  treatment  of  Persons.''  "  Vessels,  continues  thtf 
'<  Minister,  directly  fitted  out  from  Marseilles,  when  there  tre  no 
'^  particular  grouudii.of  suspiQion,  may  be  received  with  perfkt  cod- 
<<  fidence  and  full  credit  may  be  given  to  the  Bills  of  Health  de- 
<<  livered  by  the  Magistrates  of  this  City  whose  Integrity  is  as  weU 
^' known  as  their  vigilance  and  Oapaoity.'' 

I  thought  it  my  duty.  Sir,  to  communicate  to  your  Ezoellencj 
these  accounts  in  order  to  dissipate  now  and  henceforth  all  kind  of  nn- 
Tou  will  find  further  particulars  in  the  printed  Ftp^r 


whiob  I  have  the  honour  to  address  to  you,  and  the  ezperienoe  of  w 
4he  Vessels  which  trade  between  Marseilles  and  the  Ports  of  tm 
Continent  proves  the  truth  of  the  facts  which  are  therein  adfaasB^* 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  very  humble,  and 

very  obedient  Servant, 

barb£:  de  mabbois. 

DtrecUdy  , 

His  Exeellen<7  John  Dickiuson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Station 
Penna. 
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COMBflSSIONHRS  POR  TBBATINa  WITH  THB  InBXANS,    1784* 

Sanbnry^  Norember  15th;  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  that  after  endaring  very  great 
fatigue  we  have  happily  effected  oar  negooiations  with  the  six  eon- 
federated  Tribes  of  Indians.  The  consideration  agreed  on  by  us  ta 
be  paid  them  for  the  LMid  purehased,  with  stioh  other  particulars  as 
you  would  wish  to  have  oommunicated|  Col.  Johnston  will  lay  be- 
fore you. 

In  regard  to  the  Tiadaughton  Greek  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sos- 
quehanna  mentioned  in  the  Deed  of  1768.  We  beg  leave  to  inform 
you  that  the  six  nations  publicly  declared  Pine  oreek  to  be  the  same 
as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed  paper.  We  are  now  in  Company  with 
the  Gontinentid  Commissioners  and  mean  to  proceed  with  all  the 
dispatch,  the  approaching  season  will  admit  to  Cayahauga,  the  place 
fixed  on  by  them  for  holding  a  Treaty  with  the  Western  Indians^ 
where  we  trust  we  shall  be  as  successful  as  at  the  former. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obed. 

and  very  humble  Servants, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB, 
WM.  MAQLAY, 
FEA.  JOHNSTON.* 
Directed^ 

(Public  service.) 
His  ExeeUency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  in  Counoil. 


Answer  op  the  Six  Natioits  to  Commissioners,  1784. 

]Prothers  from  Pennsylvania.     « 

We  have  heard  what  you  have  said  and  are  well  pleased  with  the 
same.  The  Consideration  we  have  fully  agreed  on  which  we  are  to 
reoeive  for  the  Lands,  and  agreeable  to  your  request  have  appointed 
Gapt  Aaron  Hill,  Onegueandahonjo  and  Eoneghariko  of  the  !Mo- 
bawk  Tribe,  Kayenthoghke,  .Tbaghneghtanhare  &,  Teyagon^- 
dagcghti  of  the  Seneca,  Ohendarighton,  k  Thoneiyode  of  the  Cayu- 
gSLy  Sagoyakolongo  &  Otoghselonegh,  OjistalalCi  Oneyanha,  Gagh- 
saweda,  &  Odaghseghte  of  the  Oenida,  &  Onasaghweughte  & 
Thalondawagon  of  the  Tnscarora,  as  suitable  persons  to  receive  the 
Goods  from  you. 

With  regard  to  the  Creek  called  Teadagfaton  mentioned  in  your 

*  Cd.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.261.— See  also  Archives,  Tol.  IV.,  p.  809  (note.) 
Vol.  X.— 16 


8Sd  PBNNSTLYANIA.  ASGHIVBS  1784. 

Deed  of  1768,  we  have  already  answered  joa  and  again  repeat  it, 
it  k  the  same  yon  call  Pino  oreek|  being  tfae  lafgeat  emptying  Into 
the  West  branch  of  the  Snsqnehanna. 

Agreeable  toyonr  wbfa  we  haTe  appointed  Thaghneghlanhare  to 
attend  yonr  Snryeyor  in  mnning  the  Line  between  yon  and  na. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  speech  was  this  daj 
made  by  Captain  Aaron  Hill;  6n  the  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners.  .  , 

Witness  onr  hand  this  Twenty  third  day  of  October,  Anno  Domino 
One  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  four. 

SAM.  KIRKLAND,  Miaaiy. 
JAMJ&S  DEAN,  Interpreter, 


PBfl0.  DicKiNSOK  TO  Pebs.  OV  OOKaEE88,  1784. 

In  Oonnoil,  NOYember  22, 1784. 
iSir, 

Last  May  we  informed  Congress  of  the  Offences  committed  by  a 
Frenchman  in  this  State.  We  have  made  every  Exertion  in  onr 
Power  for  asserting  the  Law  of  Nations  on  the  occasion ;  the  final 
proceedings  of  our  Supreme  Court  concerning  it,  are  inclosed. 

We  now  rely  upon  the  Wisdom  of  Congress,  and  hope  that  the 
Communication  we  have  had  the  Honor  of  transmitting  will  be  irn* 
proved  by  them  in  such  a  Manner,  that  this  troublesome  affair  may 
not  be  attended  by  any  disagreeable  Consoguence. 
^  I  am,  with  the  greatest  Eespect, 

Sir,  yonr  moat 
obedient  and  most 
humble  Servant, 
JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  Pre8i4ent  of  Congress. 


PREH.  1>ICKINS0N  TO  DELEGATES  IN   CONGRESS,   1784. 

In  Council^  November  22,  1784. 

O^ndemen, 

We  inclose  a  Letter  for  the  President  of  CongrcH  which  we  haT8 
Iff  ft  open  for  your  perusal. 

As  yon  must  be  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  that  have  occurred  ia 
,a  Case  of  such  Njoveltj^  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  oa 

♦  Sf«  C^L  Rm.,  Vol  ZIV.,  p.  262, 
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tkat  Head }  and  m  do  not  dMibI,  but yoa  will  satisfy  06iigi'«Sfl,  that 
every  proper  legal  step  baa  been  taken  by  tihe  govemmexvt  of  this 
State  upon  the  oooadoo. 

We  are  also  oonfident  that  you'will  exert  your  Inioenee  to  pro- 
mote such  Measures  in  Congress  as  may  happily  tartninate  this  dis- 
agreeable aflfair. 

I  am^  with  greatest 

Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obedient. 

And  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON .♦   ' 

P.  8.— We  inclose  the  Resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  State, 
of  June  4, 1784.    Approving  the  donduct  of  this  Government 
Directed, 

The  Honorable*the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress] 


Elbction  of  B.  H,  Lsb,  as  Pais,  ov  Congress^  1784. 

(Circular.) 

Trenton,  November  80th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Eight  States  being  met  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  this  day  proceeded  to  the 
Choice  of  a  President,  &  have  £leoted  for  the  ensuing  year  His  Ex* 
eellettoy  Biohard  Henry  Lee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
Sir,  your  most  obeAent 

&  most  hum.  Servt., 

CHAS.  THOMSON, 

Seo'y.t 
DireeUdy  * 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbb6.  ]>ioKiN0osr  TO  Paul  Phipps,  1784. 

In  Oouneil,  Peen  1, 1784* 

Sir) 

We  are  extremely  sensible  of  the  Humanity  and  Politeness  trhich 
dictated  the  Communication  contained  in  your  Letter  dated  the  3d 
of  last  month,  and  which  we  received  this  Day. 

•  See  (joL  Rec.,  Tol.  XIV.,  p.  262. 
t  See  Col.  Keo.  VeL  IX.,  p.  271. 
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We  iiaye  cnloted  them  to  be  fMialed  iame^tdj;  and  shall  he 
yerj  glad  if  any  Meaaarea  we  oao  take  oao  eontribate  to  the  sense 
of  your  exertions  for  the  advancemeat  of  '<  Justice/'  &  tbe^  Belief 
of  the  '<  oohoerDed/' 

I  am  with  great  esteem 

Sir,  jonr  oh^ 

verj  hble.  Servt,' 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Indorsed, 

1784|  Deoomber  1st  To  Paul  Phipps;  Esquire,  at  EingstoDy 
Jamaica. 


Sam'l  J.  Atlbe  to  Pebs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Pequea,  Lancaster  County,  Nov.  18  th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  Council  of  my  arrival  last 
evening,  at  my  own  House,  to  take  a  few  days  rest  and  refreshment 
after  the  most  fateaguing  piece  of  Business  I  ever  undertook. 

I  have  the  great  pleasure  of  reporting  that,  that  part  of  our  mis- 
sion that  respected  the  Northern  Tribes  has  been  concluded  to  oar 
utmost  wish,  and  I  trust  will  be  fully  satisfactory  to  the  State.  The 
Consequences  sve  must  leave. 

Gol.  Johnston  ha?  begcd  a  few  days  to  see  his  Family,  when  we 
shall  sett,  off  upon  the  remaining  part  of  our  Task,  which  I  feu 
will  be  mnch  more  disagreeable  than  the  former,  by  reason  of  the 
advanced  Season  of  year,  I  paean  our  Western  Duty.  We  hope, 
however  shou'd  we  return  sale  to  be  able  to  report  upon  that  Busi- 
ness with  equal  Satisfaotion  to  ogrselves  and  Constituents. 

The  Deed^m  the  Six  Nations  for  its  greater  security  we  thought 
proper  Col.  Johnston  should  take  with  him,  but  upon  second  con- 
sideration  I  thought  best  to  have  it  with  us,  and  have  appriied  him 
thereof.  Shou'd  Counciil  be  desirous  of  seeing  it,  he  will  have  the 
pleasure  of  laying  it  before  them  for  their  purusal. 

Untili  my  Arrival  I  heard  little  of  the  Contests  subsisting  re- 
specting the  late  Elections,  particularly  of  this  County.  My  un- 
fortunate ibseuceupon  public -Business  in  Oetober  last  prevented 
my  declaring  against  an  Election  of  Committees  for  this  County, 
which  had  l^been  present  I  think  I  should  have  done  judging  my- 
self fully  intitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive  for  three  years  from  (he 
preceediog  Election ;  this  I  think  I  have  full  Authority  for,  firom 
the  19th  Section  of  the  Frame  of  Government,  which  says,  ^'for  the 
present,  (that  is  the  year  1777,)  the  Supreme  Executive  Counmil 
shall  consist  of  twelve  persons  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  &c., 
and  ever  after  the  first  choiee  in  1777,  the  successive  CounoeUers 
shall  be  chosen  for  three  years  and  no  longer. 
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By  tbis  Clause,  T  thiDk  mjself  intitled  for  two  years  longer  to  a 
Seat  in  .the  CoimeilL  Nothing  but  the  important  pablick  Duty 
assigned  me,  would  prevent  my  Attendance  and  demanding  my  seat, 
but  trusttng  in  the  Wisdom  and  impartial  Justice  of  Councill  and 
determining  shortly  to  Proceed  to  the  Westward  must  defer  it^  ustill 
our  xetoro  to  make  our  fiaAl  ieport 

OniBting  a  ijght  of  JBlection  for  a  Goanoellor  the  last  Oetbber, 
(which  I  by  no  means  do,)  I  think  my  pretentions  strengthened 
?if  possible,)  by  a  gteat  majority  of  my  OoDstitnMits  hariag  deelared 
for  me  whioh  I  trust  will  be  found  if  the  matter  shall  be  thought 
worthy  4>f  opol..«nd  full  investigation. 

The  Election  of  the  District  of  Pastlon  returning  abovt  Eight 
hundred  Yotes;  I  understand  has  been  held,  without  the  Judges, 
&o.,  being  legally  qaallifyed,  and  that  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  or  at  most  two  hundred  Voters  present. 

Complaints  arc  likewise  made  against  the  Exorbitant  members 
returned  from  the  District  of  Lebanon,  the  Disproportion  of  the 
Voters  present  being  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Pazton. 

Meer  matter  of  Right  and  not  of  Choice  has  induced  me  thus 
fully  to  write  to  your  Excellency  and  Council,  for  be  assured.  Sir, 
I  find  more  real  enjoyment  and  Batisfaotion  in  one  weektf^.realdenoe 
with  my  Family  and  Friends„ihan  I  have  experienced  in  all  the  nine 
or  ten  yeara  Attendanoe  ikpon  the  Duties  of  the  Publibk. 
I  h^ve  the  Hon^r  to  be, 

8ir^  your  Excellen^/s 

and  the  Councils  most 
obedient  and  most  hble.  Servt 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEE. 
Direciedf 

His  Exoellenoy,  John  DioUnson,  Esq.,  President. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Gkn'l'John  Akmstrong,  1784. 

In  Council,  November  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

.We  should  b^  glad  that  you  would  return  to  Phikdelphia  as  soon 
as  will  be  convenient,  in  order  that  upon  the  fullest  Information  we 
may  take  such  ulterior  Measures  as  the  situation  of  the  afiairs  in 
ITorth'  may  render  proper. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

IHrectedf 

Genl  John  Armstrong. 
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Pass.  jyvxsxBcai  to  Mohs.  Mabbois,  1764. 

£1  OoQMil,  November  80, 1784. 

We  have  transmitted  to  tbe  Oeanai  Anenbly  your  Letter  ef  tbe 
16  iBitani  as  we  liate  tiM  fbmer  appUoatiem  mm  wfaidi  we  kave 
been  honorad  on  tke  aaiae  snbjeot. 

Tbe  Power  of  deeidiBg  thereon  Menge  solely  to  the  LegitkHve 
Braiieh  of  the  govenraMii ;  and  ae  we  Seym  no  Right  to  reqaiie  an 
Exposition  of  the  "  Motives ''  of  their  Gonduot^  we  eaimet  nndertako 
to  detetMine  what  tlMj  are. 

I  am  with  Respect^  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JHreeled^ 

Mr.  de  Marboifl. 


Manaobrs  of  Statb  Lottbbt  to  Ooukoil^  1T84. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Szeoatm  Oenndl. 

The  Managers  of  the  State  Lottery  beg  leave  to  represent ; 

That  the  sale  of  the  Tickets  in  the  tret  Glass  of  the  said  Lottery 
at  present  amounts  to  but  thirteen  handred  &  sixty  five  Tickets. 

That  they  are  of  Opiuion  it  would  contribute  very  much  to  the 
Sale  of  the  Tickets  if  a  day  was  immediately  fixed,  upon  which  the 
drawing  of  tbe  said  Glass  should  commence;  which. they  humbly 
submit  to  the  Consideration  of  Council. 

M.  HILUKhAS^  .  > 

B.  FULLER,  Y     Managers. 

M ATTH.  «LARE[SON. ) 
Lotteiy  Office,  Decem.  6, 1784. 


Charles  Hbllstkdt  to  Prks.  Dickinsok,  1784. 

Philadelpbia,  Dee'r  7th,  1784. 
Sir, 
.    I  haise  the  honor  of  eommunieating  to  your  BxeelleBdy  Bii 

Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden's  commission,  oon^titutmg  qm  Swedtfh 
Consul,  to  reside  as  such  in  Philadelphia  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
along  with  the  Recognition  of  the  United  States  in  CongN* 
assembled;  and  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  (o  issue  an 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.  pp.  276. 
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St^mMnr  tktraof  ifl^d  oiiase  the  mM  my  apffirfniSMAl  to  be  kaiMni 
to  w,  vhom  it  may  oonoerii. 
I  9m  reapeotfallj 

)ROwr  Bzeelleno/s.  most  hamUa 
and  most  obedient  Seiraaty 

GflARUBS  HEliUBTEDT.* 

Hta  flxMltency  John  Diokmsoa,  Eeq'r,  Preadent  of  the  State  of 
Pennayhania. 


RlPORT  OF   OOTTKCIL  Of  ObNSOBS,  1T84. . 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  extract  snoh  parta  of  the  Beport  ail 
adopted  by  the  GonncU  of  Censor?,  as  they  sha^i  jndge  necessary  for 
the  House  to  take  Order  thereon  Beg  Leave  to  Report  farther  in 
part. 

The  Conncil  of  Censors  are  of  opinion^  That  the  proceedingB  and 
Sentence  of  the  Qenl.  Assembly  (5th  March,  1783)  by  which 
Timothy  Matkck,  late  Secretary  of  tno  Supreme  Bxecutiye  Conncll, 
was  declared  <<imworthy  of  PnbUck  Trust  and  Confidence  "^  were 
mieonBtitntional,  page  118. 

That  your  Committee  are- of  Opinion  the  House,  should  take 
Order  thereon. 
lndor$ed. 

Farther  Beport  in  part  of  committee  app'd  to  extract  such  parta 
of  the  report  of  the  Council  of  Censors  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  House  to  take  order  thereon. 

Bead  1  time  Dec'r  10,  1784.  Bead  2  time  Dec.  11  and  referred 
to  Mr.  Ki^hl^  Mr.  Eyre^  Mr.  Frazer  and  Mr.  J.  Clark  to  report 
thereon. 


Memobiai^  op  Tikoiq?  Maslack,  1784, 

To  The  General  Assembly  of  Bepreaentatives  of  the  Freemen  9f 

Pennsylvania  The  Memorial  &  Petition  of  Timothy  Matlaok 
Bofltpect^Ily  sheweth. 

That  the  Comptroller  Oeneral  on  the  19th  of  March,  1788  re- 
ported to  the  President  &  Council  a  state  of  the  money  received  and 
paid  by  your  memorialist  as  Secretary  reduced  to  specie  value  ac-^ 
oording  to  the  scale  of  depieeiation,  stating  in  the  report  his  opinion, 
tbat  the  Secretary  had  to  account  for  certain  fees  received  by  him 
''such  as-the  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  &c./'  giving  his  opinion,  that 
the  sum  of  divers  fees  charged  to  the  state  by  the  Seoretary  ^*  is 

♦  &9e  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  27C. 
t  See  Archiyes,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  762. 
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ullogether  madmiflsibh/'  slatiiig  that  the  Seoratoy  <<hM  abo 
charged  his  salary,  as  fixed  in  October,  1778,  to  De^mber,  1781, 
in  contradiction  (as  he  says)  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  by  which  it 
ends  at  the  22nd  day  of  Jnne,  1781,  and  praying  '<  to  be  instmoted 
^  by  the  Honorable  the  Conncil  or  Assembly  what  to  their  prudence 
'^  and  sapcrior  wisdom  appear  most  elligible ''  as  to  the  manner  of 
determining  the  said  points.  That  the  said  report  was  referred  by 
His  Excellency  &  Council  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly 
which,  thereupon,  March  22nd,  1783,  Resolved,  That  the  Comp- 
troller Qenend  of  this  ''  state  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  contested 
<<  points  in  the  accounts  of  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'r,  Secretary  of  the 
''  Supreme  Executive  Council  by  a  jury  in  the  Supreme  Court'* 
That  your  memorialist  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  have  the  said 
jpoints  tried  as  early  as  possible;  but,  when  he  had  flattered  himself 
that  the  day  had  arrived  on  wh'ich  they  would  have  been  determined, 
the  Counsel  for  the  state  declared  that  the  house  had  ordered  what 
could  not  be  done,  that  it  was  an  absurdity,  that  to  swear  a  jury  to 
try  and  sive  a  verdict  on  a  point  of  law,  was  a  thing  which  had 
never  before  been  heard  of;  and  hitherto  your  memorialist  has  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  decision  on  the  said  points. 

That  in  consequence  of  this  mode  directed  by  the  house  your 
memorialist  has  been  prevented  from  entering  into  business  of  any 
kind  for  near  two  years  past^  and  that  any  further  delays  will  utterly 
ruin  him  and  his  family.  That  the  facts  respecting  his  sud  accounts 
are  agreed,  no  question  whatever  having  arisen  upon  them  at  any 
time;  neither  has  your  memorialist  at  any  time  objected  to  any 
mode  of  deciding  the  points  stated  by  the  Comptroller  General 

If  a  jury  cannot  be  sworn  to  try  them,  which  indeed  your  memori- 
aliat  stands  informed  is  an  unusual  thing,  he  is  content  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  thereupon^  and  therefore  prays  that  this  honour- 
able house  will  reconsider  the  said  resolve  of  March  22,  1783  and 
order  that  the  opinion  of  the  judges  may  be  taken  on  the  pomts 
stated  by  the  Comptroller  General  which  are  points  of  law  only  in 
which  no  fact  whatever  is  mixed,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  proosed, 
conformably  thereto,  and  conformably  to  the  equitable  principle  of 
reducing  the  paper  money  to  specie  value  according  to  the  scale  of 
depredaUon  as  it  stands  in  his  said  report,  to  settle  your  memorialisfci 
aoooonts  as  speedily  as  possible. 

And  your  memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  &o. 


Thomas  Scott  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Washington,  18«*  De<f,  1784. 
May  it  Please  your  Ezoellenoy, 

Inclosed  is  a  Return  of  an  Election  in  the  Township  of  Fallowfield 
for  Justices  of  the  Peace.    The  Warrant  on  which  this  Election  was 
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held  ffl  nflTor  oome  io  my  hand^  nor  is  it  possible  to  bold  tbese  People 
to  strict  form,  notwitbstanding  I  bave  give  them  every  Isstraction—- 
However,  I  believe  tbe  Eleotioa  wm  fair  and  open.  I  will  only 
Remark^  tbat  sandry  Eleotiona  bave  been  held  in  this  Townsbip;  and 
from  variona  osneei  no  GommiBsion  baa  ever  been  Issued. 
I  bave  the  Honoar  to  be 

Your  Ezcellenc/s  &  CounoiFs 

Most  Obed<  &  very  Hble.  ServS 

THO.  SCOTT. 
IHreeiedy 

His  Bzoellenoy  John  Dickinsoni  Esquire.  President,  k  Supreme 
Executive  Gounoil  of  tbe  Gommonwealtb  of  Pennsylvania*- 
Philadelphia. 


Bbsolutioh  of  Gkkbral  Assbmblt,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  December  14, 1784,  A.  M. 
A  Message  from  the  President  and  the  Supreme  EzeenUve  Goun- 
<»1,  was  printed  to  the  chair  and  read,  wbereupon 

Resolved,  that  this  House  will  hold  a  conference  with  the  Supreme 
Bzeontive  Gouacil,  on  the  subject  propoeed,  in  the  Assembly  Cham- 
ber, at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Extract  from  tbe  Minutes,* 
SAM.  BRYAN. 
Olerk  of  the  Gkn'  Assembly. 


RbpORT  of  COMHITTBE  on  THB    MbMOBIAL  OB  TiMOIHT 

Matlack,  1784. 

P'  Your  Committee,  on  the  Case  of  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  reported 
by  Tour  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Censors,  as  adopted  by  the  said  Council,  and  to  whom  was  also 
oommitted  the  Memorial  &  Petition  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack^ 
beg  Leave  to  recommend  the  following  Resolution,  Viz. : 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  Case  of  Timotiiy  Matlack,  Esq',  late  Seoretary 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Goundl,  was  not  a  subject  proper  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature,  otherwise  than  by  impeachment,  if 
that  Mode  had  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  sentence  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  by 
their  Vote  of  March  6"',  1783,  by  which  the  said  Timoth^^Matlaok 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  281. 
16*' 
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WM  deeboed  ''unworthy  of  puVtio  Trott  umI  OaoBdeoot/*  vtf 
nnooiuidtatioiiaL 

Besolfecl,  Thai  the  mi  Vote  of  Mftrak  5%  1783,  oondsniBiBg  At 
$aid  Timofcky  Mailaok  be  reranded  and  ananlled. 

Besolved,  That  the  Reecaution  of  tha  Qti^Mammb}^  of  VkmA 
22*'9 1783,  founded  on  the  Report  of  the  GommUtee  of  the  same 
date,  directing  the  Comptroller  General  '<  to  proceed  to  the  Trial  of 
''  the  contest^  Points  in  the  Accounts  of  ^mothy  Matlaek,  Esq', 
''  Seeretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  by  a  Jury  in  the 
''  Supreme  C^irt,  &  that  he  be  authorized  to  employ  a  Connoil  for 
''  that  purpose,"  be  also  annulled  and  Rescinded,  and  that  jl  W  left 
with  the  Supreme  BxecutiYe  Council  to  la^a  such  Order  unon  the 
subject  of  their  Message  to  the  House  referred  to  in  the  sajld  Report 
of  the  Committee,  as  may  be  right  and  just,  and  to  which  they  tn 
fully  competent.^ 

Indorsed  J  • 

Read  1  time  Deoem'  14, 1184.  Read  2  time  Bee',  whereupon 
Besohed^  &c. 


Pbbs.  Dickinsok  to  Gov.  ot  Nbw  Jwrbbt,  1784. 

I«  Ooundl,  Beeomber  1^,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  We  ue 
authorized  to  appoint  three  or  more  Commissioners,  to  meet  with 
such  Commissioners  as  are,  ot  shall  be,  appointed  on  the  part  of 
New  Jersey,  to  settle,  agree  upon,  &  accurately  to  determine,  which  of 
the  Islands,  Islets,  and  insulated  dry  Land,  mentioned  in  the  Agree- 
ment between  ^he  two  States,  bearing  Date  on  the  tmeiMij-fiiztb  Sv 
April,  1783,  belong  to  each  of  the  said  States,  according  to  the  piu> 
port  of  that  Agreement.  ' 

We  intend  in  a  short  time  to  appoint  Commissioners  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  Resolutions,  and  now  make  this  Gommuni^atioa,  to 
your  Excellency,  in  Hopes  that  New  Jersey  will  immediately  t^ke 
proper  Measures  for  finally  executing  the  said  Agr^efaeiit  ia  the 
Manner  proposed. 

I  am,  with  great  Ssteem, 

Sir,  yx>«r.niOBt.obediMit  hUe  s^srt*, 

JOHN  MCKINSONf 
His  E^oelleney  The  iGovernor  of  New  Jersey. 

♦  They  were  adopted  on  the  16th— See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XIV..  p.  281. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.  XIV.  p.  28<K  '  ^ 
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RiisoLtTioir  ov  Obhbbal  AsstMBLT,  1784L 

State  of  PeaQBylvaniay 
lb  G6ii6val  AttfiDxblyi 

Wednesday,  December  15**,  1784.  A".  Jt 
The  tefftrtot  tke  eoouaittee  read  jreaterdajy*  on  the  mamorial  of 
Tunoihj  Ittadaok,  and  the  furthei  report  of  the  covmiiUee  appointed 
i»  eztraot  Meb  parte  of  the  report  as  adopted  by  the  Coanoii  of 
Geasori  aa  they  ahould  deem  neeesvary  ibr  the  House  to  tAk^  order 
tb^reott;  was  read  the  seoend  thpo  and  the  resolutioos  therein  qoa-» 
tMHed  adopWd  ea  follow^  Tia :  (See  then  on  page  866.) 
Extract  from  the  Mioatea, 

J.  SHALLU8,t  Ass*  Clerk 

of  the  Geiferal  Assembly. 


MoNS.  Mabbois  to  Fbss.  Diokinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  16«*  Deo-^,  1784. 
Sir, 

A  box  oontaining  Effects  has  arrived  to  my  direction  in  the  Fori 
franc  a  Vessel  comipg  from  UOrient  I  have  the  honor  to  iDoIose 
as  a  proof  the  bill  of  ladiog  with  my  receipt  at  the  bottom  of  lU 
The  Custom  house  Officers  have  refused  to  deliver  thp  box  und'ei' 
nrctence  of  my  not  eojoyiog  the  franchises  &  exemptions  from 
duties  as  Consul  general.  This  practice  beinff  contrary  to  that 
which  takes  place  with  regard  to  sll  Consuls  wKo  do  not  tradcy  sod 
likewise  being  in  contradiction  with  the  Exequatur  which  has  been 
given  to  me  by  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  of  the  State,  I  bc^ 
yon  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  the  Intentions  of  CounciT 
npoD  this  point,  that  a  perfect  reciprocity  may  be  established  in  France 
with  respect  to  the  American  OobsuIb  &  Vice  Consuls  whioh  do  not 
trade. 

The  Officers  of  the  Customs  might  immediately  have  delivered 
that  box  to  me  as  I  am  invested  with  the  double  character  of  Consul 
&  Chargi  des  affaivu  of  his  majesty,  but  as  thev  nuse  doubta  about 
mj  franchises  in  the  first  of  these  capacities,  I  beg  you  will  let  uie 
know  the  opinion  ef  Goanctl  upon  this  difficulty,  that  I  may  impart 
it  to  my  Court 

I  am  with  respect,  Sir, . 

Yotur  Exodlency's  most  obedient 

ft  most  humble  Servant, 
(Signed)    DBMARBOIS.I 

(Enclosed  in  the  fcnregoing  is  a  translated  copy  of  Bill  of  lading.) 

*  See  page  865.  f  ^^^  ^o^-  ^^-i  '^ol-  "SXV.^  p.  281,  284. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  282,  288,  and  868  of  ibis. 
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MONS«  MaRBQIB  to  T3B  OOLLSOTOa  OV  THS  OUBTOMS 

Phila.  1784. 

.  Philadelphia,  17<^  Deo.,  1784. 
Sir,     '-     . 

I  bare  r^ceiTed  your  polite  eommemeation  respecting  the  Paekige 
of  goods  directed  to  me  as  Consul  Ckneral .  As  the  diffioulty  started 
yesterday  aboot  mj  exemptions  from  duties  as  •  Consul  is  now 
before  the  Connoil,  the  respect  I  owe  them  does  not  permit  me  to 
receire  that  package  prerions  to  their  determinations,  k  before  t 
know  whether  they  acknowledge  or  not  my  claim  to  «n  exemptiet 
of  the  duties  as  a  Consul  not  in  trade. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  regard, 

your  very  humble  obedient  seryant, 

DBMARBOIS* 


Prbs,  Dickinson  to  Mons.  Marbois,  1784. 

;  In  Council,  December  18«»,  1784. 

ftr, 

In  consequence  of  your  Letter  of  yesterday,  we  have  taken  order 
for  the  Delivery  of  the  case  therein  mentioned. 

We  cannot  perceive  a  propriety  in  oar  determining  upon  this 
occasion  concerning  the  claimed  mnchises  of  the  Consulate,  as  no 
agreement  respecting  them  has  yet  been  concluded  between  His 
most  Christian  Majesty  &  the  United  Sutes,  and  in  the  present 
Instance  the  Character  of  Consul  is  merged  in  that  of  Charg6  des 
affaires. 

I  am  with  Beapeot  Sir, 

your  7erj  hnmble'&  abed.  Serv* 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

MoNS.  Dk  Mabbois  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  l&th  December,  1784. 

Sir 

On  the  16th  inat.  a  resolution  was  passed  in  Congress,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Copy  to  your  Excellency,  in  case  the 
original  should  [not]  have  reached  you,  I  beg  you  will  lay  it  before  the 

*  Bee  Cvl.  Bee.,  Vel.  .XIV.,  p.  282,  288. 


PmrNRTLVAHIA  AB0HITB8  1784.  409 

AtB0mbly  aa  flooft  in  bndnMs  will  pennit,  thai  they  may  take  thb 
object  into  their  oonsideratioD  before  the  end  of  their  present  flitting. 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 
joer  Ezoellenoys  most  obedient, 

and  most  hnmble  servant,        ^ 
(Signed)        DE  MARBOIS.* 
A  troe  Tianalation  from  the  Anginal. 

PETER  8.  DU  PONGEAU. 
Sworn  Interpreter. 


RbsoIiUTION  op  Congress,  1784. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress,  Assembled. 
Deer.  16th,  1784. 
On  &e  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  refered  a  note  from 
the  charg^  des  affairs  of  bis  most  Christian  majesty  dated  the   1 
Beer.  1784,  respectiDg  the  delays  and  difficulties  complained  of  by 
French  agents  in  settling  theur  accounts  in  this  country. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  note  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
different  States  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  pass  such 
remedial  laws  on  the  subject  as  their  respective  Constitutions  may 
permit. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1784.    . 

In  Council,  December  20th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  inclose  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  with  Copies  of 
the  late  Law  for  adjusting  Claims  against  the  United  States,  &  of 
Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  16th  Instant  on  that 
subject.  It  is  proper  that  you  should  be  informed  why  these 
Resolutions  were  taken,  after  the  Law  had  passed. 

This  Law  appearing  to  all  of  us  likely  to  be  attended  by  very 
injurious  Consequences,  we  desired  a  Conference  with  the  Legislative 
Branch,  which  was  held  the  15th  Instant  In  that,  we  among  other; 
things,  represented  <'that  the  Law  directly  contradicts  the  Mode 
agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  their  acts  of  the  20th  of 
February,  1782  &  the  3d  of  June,  1784 — that  those  acts  are  now 
earrving  into  Execution  in  the  other  states  as  appears  by  a  Letter 
proauced  from  the  Honorable  Robert  Morris,  Esquire — that  Penn- 
sylvania had  actually  voted  for  that  mode  at  both  the  times  before 
mentioned^  and  had  thereby  contributed  to  give  it  the  federal  Force 

*  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  281. 
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that  is  now  ezeoQling  it  In  tU  other  fitotoo  thai  Ae  has,  hf  hh 
l^gifllative  and  exeoati?e  aots,  repeatedly  approved  ihe  Ezaroiae  of 
this  Power  by  GoDgress,  and  aeknowledfled  its  obligation — &  that 
from  these  ciroaixiataiioea  tbero  appeared  a  eWikiiig  Impropriety  in 
BQoh  a  Deviation  from  the  national  Plan«~ 

Thaf  in  proceeding  npon  this  Plan  snch  care  has  been  taken  to 
prevent  partiality,  that  no  person  has  been  nominated  to  settle 
amounts  in  a  State,  in  which  he  reMdea  as  a  Citjiion*-*that  a  line  is 
well  drawn  for  dividing  with  Jnatice  between  snch  contending 
Interests  &  that  a  Departure  from  this  prudent  Gaution,  &  the  con- 
sequent  appointment  of  Gitiiens  for  Gommissioners,  who  may  be 
exposed  to  the  various  &  powerM  Influences  of  local  Gonnecticms, 
is  by  no  means  adviseable — 

That  if  a  Gontinental  Gommissioner  misbehaves,  or  is  incapable 
of  transactiiig  the  Business  of  his  Department  in  reasonable  time, 
the  proper  &medy  is  by  application  to  Congress  for  the  appoint- 
n^eht  of  another,  &  if  necessary,  of  more — 

That  for  any  state  to  break  thro'  the  national  Plan  and  assume 
the  settlement  of  all  sccounta  within  itself,  &  to  insist  that  it  shall 
be  binding  upon  the  Uuion,  would  seem  to  impeach  the  Wisdom| 
Xntefi;rity,  or  authority  of  Congress— 

That  it  is  very  probable,  Congress  will  deny  us  Credit  for  accounts 
thus  adjusted,  as  irregularly  settled  &  hence  may  begin  a  Competi- 
tion of  powers,  to  be  followed  by  many  Evils — 

That  the  Injunction  in  the  Law,  of  Correspondence  with  the 
Commissioners  *'  in  order  to  prevent  Confusion,  and  to  gain  neces- 
sary Information,"  will  be  totally  vain  if  those  Commissioners  refuse 
to  give  Effect  tQ.  the  Correspondence^^-thut  if  this  hi^pens  there 
will  then  be  several  Commissioners,  unconnected,  appointed  by 
different  authorities,  and  employed  at  a  double  Expence,  in  afiairs  of 
the  same'.kind  requiriog  in  the  Management  of  them  the  stricteai 
uniformity  of  Regulation  and  the  fullest  Communication  of  Intel- 
ligence— &  for  want  of  these  many  Errors  &  Frauds  are  to  bo 
expected,  as  is  manifest  from  the  Law  itself — 

That  the  Law  does  not  seem  to  ascertain  with  sufficient  precision 
the  persons  or  Demands,  that  are  its  objects — ^that  all  those  whose 
Claims  m,ay  be  adjusted  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  state,  will 
insist  upon  a  particular  Right  for  having  them  ^nded  here,  alledgingi 
that  their  Reliance  upon  a  Law  of  this  Coipmonwealth  of  which  at 
the  time  pf  its  Enaction  they  were  ^'  Inhabitants,"  prevented  them 
having  their  accounts  liquidated  in  such  manner  as  to  be  admitted 
by  the  United  States  as  just  charges  against  tbem,  so  that  they  vrill 
not  only  lose  their  original  Demands,  but  will  have  been  put  to 
much  useless  Trouble  &  Expence  in  attending  the  Commissioners  of 
the  state^  unless  the  state  will  pay  them — and  their  Demajads  to  a 
very  large  amount,  properly  chargeable  to  the  United  States,  and 
which  would  have  been  acknowledged  &  provided  for  by  them,  if 
they  had  been  settled  &  oertifiod  by  their  Commissioner  according 
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to  Ibe  natioiua  PIm,  may  hj  the  laieffltfewM  ni  tkb  Law  hp  liad 

as  a  perpetual  Debt  on  this  state^  withoot  our  ever  beiog  able  to 
obtain  any  allofwaaee  lor  it  frpm  tke^Vnited  States.'^ 

We  hope,  that  upon  a  Oonsideratioii  of  the  Beasons  that  in  our 
judgment  have  weight,  yon,  Gentlemen,  will  agree  with  im  in 
opinion  thai  it  is  ozoeedingly  important,  thai  the  ad^tionat  Oom** 
nuBssoiieni  shoold  be  appointed  by  Congress,  and  any  oeeasieB  fctt 
an  appointment  by  ns  be  theteby  superseded. 

We  haye  only  to  add,  that  a  yariety  of  Cironmstanoes  in  the 

aliongesl  manner  requires,  that  the  Gommissioners  should  be  inime- 

diatefy  appointed ;  and  therefore  we  earnestly  request,  that  yon  wfH 

be  pleased  to  make  eyery  Exertion  in  your  power  for  this  pntpose. 

I  am  with  great  Respect,  Qoi^tlemen, 

your  most  obedient  &  yery  h'ble  senr't. 

JOHN  DICKIIirSOiK. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable,  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylyania. 


Pbxs.  DioEnrsoN  lo  Pbxs.  of  Cokgabss,  1784. 

In  Council,  Deoembet  2atb,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  hBSfe  the  Honor  of  enelosing  Copies  ct  a  Law  of  this  slate 
lately  passed  &  intitled  '^  an  act  to  carry  into  immediate  Effeel 
the  Resolutions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for 
adjoating  the  Claims  of  Indiyiduals  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
the  said  United  States,^'  and  of  Resolntioiis  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
of  the  16th  Instant  npon  ^e  same  subject 

Seyeral  Considerations  arising  from  the  particular  Circnmsfanees  of 
this  state,  urge  us  to  reqjD^t,  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  as  speedily 
as  possible  to  appcnnt  two  or  mor^  Commissioners  in  addHien  lo  the 
one  already  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  A  properly 
certifying  the  Claims  of  the  Citisens  (^  this  State  against  the  United 
8tate%  wUch  will  supersede  the  neoessity  of  an  appdnlmant  by  us. 
I  am  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  seryant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 
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•Pkbs*  Diokinsobt  to  Managers  of  Statb  Lottery,  1784. 

Seoretarj'B  OS&ae,  Deo'r  2lni,  1784. 
8ir, 

GooQcil  this  morQing  took  jour  late applioatioQ  upon  theaabjeot 
of  the  State  Lottery  into  ooDsideration  aad.have  direeted  me  to 
oomjnanicate  a9  the  Result  of  it,  that  thej  cannot  appronre  the 
proposition  of  appointing  a  day  for  the  oommenoement  of  the 
drawiog. 

Tbej  flatter  themselTOs  that  the  late  encouragement  given  by  the 
Ass'y  will  have  their  intended  e£feot  and  are  sure  that  the  Managsn 
viU  take  all  possible  means  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 
I  amj  with  much  respect, 

your  obedient  hum.  Serv't, 

Ji  Armstrong,  jr.,  Sy. 
Dtreetedf 
Matthew  Olarkson,  Esq'r. 

^    H  I      II 

Andrew  Porter  to  Council,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Commissioners  having  adjourned  from  the  business  of  runing 
the  boundary' Line  of  this  State  until  sometime  in  the  month  (3 
May  next — I  have  Ordered  the  light  Wagon  &  one  of  Uie  heavy 
Wagons  with  the  Mathematical  lustrnmeats  to  this  place,  and 
expect  they  will  arrive  the  Latter  end  of  this,  or  the  beffinning  of 
next .  Week— The  other  two  Wagons  &  five  Horses  I  left  with  au 
Inhabitant  of  Ten  Mile  Creek  in  Washington  County,  where  the 
Horses  Will  be  Wintered  on  reasonable  terms — ^I  now  wait  to  know 
the  Orders  of  Council  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  remainder  of  the 
Horses  A  the  Two  Wagons  when  they  arrive. — When  my  Books  & 
Papers  come  to  hand  I  shall  make  a  further  report  with  an  accurate 
acc't  of  the  expenditures,  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  attend  to  the 
drawing  out  of  those  Bcc'ts,  but  in  the  mean  time  must  request, 
that  Council  will  please  to  order  a  Draft  in  my  favour  for  Two 
Hundred,  pounds  to  enable  me  to  pay  off  the  Wagoners;  and  a  sum 
of  money  I  borrowed  and  applyed  to  Public  use. 
I  am  with  every  sentiment 

of  Respect  &  Esteem,  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obed't  Serv't, 

ANDREW  PORTER.* 

Philad-,  Dec  20th,  1784. 
Directedf 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  286,  286. 
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Bbpaibs  ov  Statx  Housk,  1784. 


To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Bxeoutiye  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  PenaaylvanuL 
OentlemeDy 

Having  expended  the  two  hundred  pounds  reo'd  of  the  Treararer 
pr  your  Order  in  those  repairs  of  the  State  House  which  the  Season 
of  the  year  made  most  necessary ;  The  copper  trunks  to  convey  the 
water  from  the  roof^  paveing  and  Gravelling  at  the  front,  and  the 
preparations  for  planting  trees  in  the  Square  back  of  the  House 
being  nearly  accomplished.  It  will  require  the  further  sum  of 
Three  hundred  pounds  to  pay  the  Several  Ezpences  incurred. 

Therefore  request  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  be  pleased  to  give  an 
Order  for  that  Sum  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  and  Oblige 

y  h'ble  Serv't, 

JAMBS  PEARSON  * 
Philad'a,  Decem'  20tb,  1784. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council. 


Joint  Bbport  of  Oomm'rs  ok  boundary  bstwbsn  Pbnn'a 

AHDTlRa'A,  1784. 

Agreeably  to  the  Commission  given  by  the  State  of  Vireinia  to 
James  Madiaoui  Robert  Andrews,  John  Page  and  Andrew  £llicotty 
k  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  John  Ewing,  David  Rittenhou8e,f 
Johd  Lukens  k  Thomas  Hutchins,  to  determine  by  astronomical 
observations  the  Extent  of  five  Degrees  of  Longitude  west  from  the 
River  Delaware  in  the  Latitude  of  Mason's  &  Dixon's  Xiinei  k  to  run 
&  mark  the  Boundaries  which  are  common  to  both  States,  according 
to  an  agreement  entered  into  by  Commissioners  from  the  said  two 
States  at  Baltimore  in  1779;  k  afterwards  ratified  by  their  respective 
assemblies ;  We,  the  underwritten  Commissioners,  toffetber  with  the 
Gentlemen  with  whom  we  are  joined  in  commission,  have  by  corres- 
ponding astronomical  observations,  made  near  the  Delaware  k  in  the 
western  Country,  ascertained  the  extent  of  the  said  five  Degrees  of 
Longitude:  and  the  underwritten  Commissioners  have  continued 
Mason's  k  Dixon's  Line  to  the  Termination  of  the  said  five  Degrees 
of  Longitude,  by  which  work  the  southern  Boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  is  completed.  The  continuation  we  have  marked  by  opening 
Tistaa  over  tne  most  remarkable  Heights  which  lie  in  its  course,  £ 
by  planting  on  many  of  these  Heights  in  the  Parallel  of  Latitude^ 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  XIV.,  p.  285. 

f  See  SmiOi's  Laws,  Vol  II.,  p.  261.  • 
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the  iroe  Boundary,  Posts  marked  with  the  Letters  P  &  Y.,  each 
Letter  fooibg  the  Slate  of  which  it  is  the  Initial.  At  the  Extremity 
of  this  Line,  which  is  the  South  West  comer  of  the  State  of  Pbdii* 
i)yi?aiaa»  we  have  planted  a  sqoared  ualettered  white  oak  Post, 
around  whose  Base  we  have  raised  a  Pile  .of  atonea.  The  Gomar  is 
in  the  last  vista  we  cut,  on  the  east  side  of  an  Hill,  one  hundred  t^ 
thirty-four  Chains  &  nine  Links  East  of  the  meridian  of  the  western 
observatory,  &  two  Gfhains  &  fifty-four  Links  west  of  a  deep  narrow 
Valley  through  which  the  said  last  vista  is  cut.  At  the  Distance  of 
ftfty-one  Links  A  bearing  from  it  North  twenty-three  degrees  east 
stands  a  white  oak  marked  on  the  south  side  with  three  notches ;  ft 
bearing  South  twelve  Degrees  west  ft  at  the  Distance  of  twenty-nine 
Lii^  stands  a  black  Oak  marked  on  the  North  side  with  four 
Notches  The  advabced  season  of  the  year  ft  the  Inclemency  of  the 
weather  have  obliged  us  to  suspend  our  operations;  but  we  have 
agreed  to  meet  again  at  the  South  west  Comer  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  sixteenth  Day  of  next  May,  to  complete  the  Object  of  our  Com- 
mission. Given  under  onr  Hands  ft  Seals,  in  the  County  of  Wash- 
ington in  Pennsylvania  this  18th  Day  of  November,  1784. 

ROBERT  ANDREWS, 
ANDREW  ELMOOTT, 
JOHN  EWING, 
DAV'D  RITTENHOUSB, 
TflO.  HUTCHINS.* 


'Report  ot  Pekna.  Commissioners  on  Boundart  with 
Virginia^  1784. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq*,  President  of  the  State,  ft 
To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  Length  of  five 
Degrees  of  Longitude  and  for  determining  and  fixing  the  Boundary 
Lines  between  this  State  and  Virginia  by  astronomical  ObservationSj 
begLeave  to  Report, 

That  after  procurin{|  the  necessary  Instruments,  according  to  the 
Directions  of  Council  in  the  preceeding  Spring,  we  sett  off  for  cor 
respective  Places  of  observation  about  the  Beginning  of  June,  Mess'* 
Bittenhouse  and  Lukens  to  Wilmington,  and  Ewing  and  Hutchioa 
to  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the  State. 

The  observers  at  Wilmington  compleated  their  Observatory,  and 
furnished  it  with  the  necessary  Instruments,  so  as  to  begin  their 
astronomical  Operations,  in  Conjunction  with  Mess'*  Page  and  An- 
drews, Commissioners  flom  Virginia,  about  the  Beginning  of  July  ; 
where  they  continued  observing  the  Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites, 
till  the  20th  of  September,  that  they  might  have  a  sufficient  Nam- 

♦  See  OoL  Bee,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  28i 
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ber  of  tlielB,  botb  befcre  $xii  ftfter  his  oppoaiiitti  to  the  Son ;  Ami 
altho'  tlie  SsAiniQr  piofed  Tery  mi&^traUe  ibr  astroBomioiil  pur* 
pos60y  ihej  were  fortosAie  enoiiffli  to  ttake,  amoogst  them,  near  60 
Ohe^rvatioM  of  these  SoKpeos,  hesidM  many  other  ObaerratioM  ttf 
the  other  heavenlj  Bodiea  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Glodc  and 
ibdag  their  Meridian  Uoe ;  so  that  t^j  were  well  aEoertuned  of 
their  TJbue  to  a  single  Seoond. 

In  the  veaa  Time^  the  other  Observers^  setting  oat  from  Phila- 
delphia,  pnrsned  their  Ront^  to  the  Sontb  Western  Extremity  of  the 
State,  where  they  arrived  ahont  tfie  middle  of  Joly,  haring  been 
ipreatly  retarded  by  the  Badness  of  the  Roads  throngh  that  moan*' 
tainoqs  Oonntry.  There  they  met  with  MeesF*  Madison  and  ElKootl^ 
the  OommissioDeni  from  the  State  of  Yirginiai  who  had  airiTod  ahont 
the  same  Time.  With  all  possible  Dispatofa,  they  erected  their 
Observatory  on  a  very  high  Hill  at  the  plaoe  where  the  Contlnnatien 
of  Me6s»  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  by  Mess"  Nevelle  and  M'Okan 
Ended ;  supposing  that  this  plaoe  wonld  prove  to  be  near  to  the 
Western  Extremity  of  five  Degress  of  Longitnde  from  the  Biver 
Delaware.  After  ereeting  their  Instmments,  whioh  had  not  sastained 
the  least  Damage,  by  the  Oairiage  through  so  long  a  Jonmey,  and 
the  meet  nn&v?mrable  Roads^  they  began  their  sstronomioal  Ofasef- 
vations  abont  the  middle  of  Jnly^  and  they  oontinned  them  Night 
and  Day  till  the  20th  of  September  following.  Althongh  they  were 
frequently  interrupted  and  disappointed  by  an  nnoommon  quantity 
of  Rain  and  Foggy  Weather,  which  seems  peculiar  to  that  hilly 
Country,  yet  by  their  Attention  to  the  Business  of  their  Mission, 
they  made  between  40  and  50  Observations  of  the  eclipses  of  Jupi- 
ter's Satellites^  many  of  whioh  were  correspondent  wkh  the  Obser- 
vations made  by  the  other  Astronomers  at  Wilmington;  besides 
innnmerable  Observatians  of  the  Sun  and-  Stars  for  the  Regulation 
of  their  Time  Pieces  and  the  maricing  of  their  Meredian  with  the 
greatest  Precision. 

In  this  part  of  th^r  work,  aitnated  near  80  Miles  beyond  any  of 
the  Inhabitantft,  the  Oommiaaioners  were  greatly  assisted  1^  the 
Diligence  and  indefatigable  activity  of  GolL  Porter,  their  Commissary, 
^to  whose  Industry  in  providing  every  Thing  necessary,  and  prudence 
in  managing  the  Business  of  his  Depa^ment  with  the  utmost 
Oeeonomy,  the  State  is  greatly  indebted. 

The  astronomical  Observation  being  compleated  en  the  20th  of 
September,  the  Eastern  astrbnomers  set  ont  to  meet  the  other  Gom- 
miseioners  in  the  West,  b  order  to  compare  them  together.  Mess** 
Bittenhonse  and  Andrews  carried  with  them  the  Observations  made 
at  Wilmington,  while  Mess"  Lukem  and  Page  returned  home,  not 
being  able  to  endure  the  Fatigues  of  so  long  a  Journey,  nor  the 
Snbeeqaent  labour  of  running  and  marking  the  Boundary  Idne.  Mf . 
Madison  continued  with  the  Western  Astronomers  till  the  arrival  of 
MessP*  Rittenhonse  and  Andrews,  when  tbe  affairs  of  his  Family  and 
poblick  Statkm  obliged  him  to  relinquish  the  Business  at  this  Stage, 
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and  retara  Home,  afler  oonouniog  with  the  other  Oonnnissioiien  u 
to  th6  principles  on  which  the  matter  was  finally  determined. 

Upon  Comparisoa^of  the  Ohservations  made  at  both  Bxtremities 
of  oar  Southern  Boundary,  your  Commissioners  have  the  pleasore  of 
assnrittff  yon,  that  no  Discouragements  arising  from  the  nnfliTonrable 
State  of  the  Weather,  or  tho  unayoidable  Fatignes  of  constant  appli- 
cation by  Day  and  frequent  Watchings  by  Night,  have  prevented 
them  from  embracing  every  opportunity,  and  making  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Astronomical  Observations,  to  determine  the  Length  of 
B^e  Degrees  of  Longitude  with  greater  Precision  than  could  be 
attained  by  terrestrial  Measures  of  a  Degree  of  Latitude  in  different 
places  of  the  Earth :  and  further,  that  they  have  compleated  their 
Obeervtions  with  so  much  accuracy  and  certainty  as  to  remove  from 
-their  Minds  every  degree  of  doubt  concerning  their  final  determination 
of  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the  State. 

In  the  Besult  of  the  Calculations,  they  found  that  their  observa- 
tories were  distant  from  each  other  twenty  minutes  and  one  second 
and  an  eighth  part  of  a  Second  of  Time.  But  as  the  Observatory 
at  Wilmington  was  fixed  at  114  Chains,  18  Links  West  of  the  In- 
tersection of  the  Boundary  Line  of  this  State  with  the  River  Dela- 
ware ;  and  as  20  Minutes  of  Time  are  equivalent  to  five  Degrees  of 
Longitude,  they  made  the  necessary  Correction  for  the  said  114 
Chains,  13  links,  and  also  for  the  said  one  Second  and  one  eighth 
-part  of  a  second,  which  is  equal  to  19  Chains  and  96  Links ;  and 
accordingly  fixed  and  marked  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the 
State  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  joint  agreement  and  Report 
•of  the  Commissioners  of  both  States  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
which  we  have  the  Honour  of  laying  before  the  Council*^ 

After  these  calculations  were  made,  the  Commissioners  proceeded 
with  all  convenient  Dispatch  to  the  place  where  Mason  and  Dixon 
formerly  were  Interrapted  by  the  Indian  Nation  in  mnning  the 
southern  Boundary  of  this  State,  in  order  to  extend  the  said 
Boundary  Westward  to  the  length  of  five  Degrees  from  the  River 
Delaware.  Being  prevented  by  rainy  weather  for  near  a  week  from 
jnaking  any  astronomical  observations  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
Direction  of  the  Parallel  of  Latitude,  which  we  were  to  extend  we 
concluded,  to  save  Time  and  Expence,  that  it  would  be  eligible  to 
take  the  last  Direction  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line,  and  to  correct 
it,  if  necessary,  when  we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  a  serene 
Sky.  Upon  extending  the  line  in  this  Manner  195  Chains  from 
the  place  where  they  ended  their  work^  we  found  by  astronomical 
observations  that  we  were  82  feet  and  5  inches  North  of  the  true 
Parallel,  and  we  accordingly  made  the  necessary  Correction  here 
and  marked  a  Tree  with  the  Letters  P.  on  the  North  side  and  V.  oa 
4he  South.  From  thence  we  assumed  a  new  direction,  which  we 
again  corrected  in  like  manner  at  the  distance  of  575  Chains  where 
we^'found  our  Line  to  be  78  feet  and  6  inches  North  of  the  Parallel 
of  Latitude.  We  made  the  offsett  accordingly  and  planted  a  lurge 
*  See  page  878. 
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port  in  the  true  Puallel  m»ked  as  abo^e.  From  Uwnoe  we  fotrad 
another  direction  bj  oakalationy  which  beginning  at  the  said  post 
should  at  the  Distance  of  eight  Miles  from  it,  intersect  the  said 
Parallel^  making  ofiGwtts  at  con?enient  distances,  and  planting  Posts 
in  the  tme  parallel.  This  direetion  being  continued  88  Chains  far- 
ther than  the  eight  miles  above  mention^y  fell  28  Inches  Sonth  of 
the  Parallel,  where  we  also  planted  a  post  in  the  true  Boundary 
marked  as  before ;  and  from  thence  to  the  South  West  Comer  of 
the  State  we  assumed  a  new  Direction  which  being  continued,  fell 
two  feet  and  eight  inches  Sonth  of  the  said  Corner.  This  correc- 
tion therefore  being  made,  we  planted  a  Squared  White  Oak  Post 
in  the  said  Point,  and  marked  its  bearing  from  Different  Objects,  as 
mentioned  in  our  joint  fieport.  Besides  the  Marking  of  tfaie  Boun- 
dary Line  by  the  Poets  and  Stones  above  mentioned ;  your  Commis^ 
sioners  took  care  to  have  a  Yisto  of  20  or  30  feet  wide  cut  over  all 
the  most  remarkable  Bidges  which  were  in  the  Direction  of  the 
Parallel. 

For  a  more  particular  description  of  this  part  of  our  work,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  aDnezed  plan*  and  sketch  of  the  Country 
through  which  the  Line  Passed.  The  season  being  now  far  advanced, 
we  were  obliged  to  desist  from  any  farther  Prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  agreed  with  the  Virginia  Commissioners  to  meet  them  at  the 
South  Western  Corner  of  our  State  on  the  16th  of  May  next,  to 
proceed  in  running  and  marking  the  Western  Boundary  of  this 
State. 

Agreeable  to  our  Commission  to  report  the  Situation  of  the 
Country  and  the  best  means  of  preserving  the  Communication  and 
Connection  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Parts  of  the  State,  we 
beg  Leave  to  observe  that  the  natural  obstructions  to  so  desirable  a 
purpose  may  be,  in  a  great  measure  removed  by  a  few  easy  Instances 
of  attention,  paid  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  the  Situation 
and  exhausted  condition  of  the  Western  Citizens.  Their  public  Roads 
are  numerous,  extensive  and  in  bad  order ;  while  the  Citizens  being 
few  in  number,  scattered  at  a  Distance  from  each  other,  and  being 
harrassed  and  exhausted  by  an  Indian  War,  are  unable  to  repair  their 
Boads,  or  to  open  them  through  more  easy  and  convenient  Passes 
over  the  Hills  and  Mountains.  A  few  hundred  pounds,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  judiciously  and  frugally  applied,  would  in  our 
opinion  make  a  tolerable  good  Waggon  Road  from  York  County  to 
the  Monongahela;  and  thereby  facilitate  the  Exportation  of  Goods 
from  this  City  to  that  Western  Country,  and  secure  their  Trade  with 
us ;  especially  if  the  Ferry  over  the  Susquehannah  was  made  free  to 
all  the  Citizens  of  the  State.  It  appears  probable  to  us,  that  other- 
wise the  Exertions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  repair  their  Roads 
to  that  country,  will  frustrate  the  Expectations,  which  we  are  en- 
titled to  entertain  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  Trade  with  the 
Western  Parts  of  our  own  State.    We  beg  Leave  farther  to  ob- 

♦  No  plan  has  as  yet  been  discovered. 
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0erTe  that  ike  Batonl  lAtaobineiit  of  tiie  Wedban  Oitiflens  to  tUi 
State  might  be  isereaaed  and  fixed  by  an  indulgoDoe  t»  thur  diatrened 
Situatioa  in  tho  prioe  of  tbeir  Lands,  asid  the  TeniiB  of  payment,  and 
Murtienlariy  in  the  remiBBton  of  the  Intttest  due  on  tha  porchase 
Money,  daring  the  Time  they  haye  been  obliged  to  OTaeaate  their 
PoasesMons  by  the  Savages,  iui  fly  to  Forts  for  the  seonxifty  of  their 
Liyes  and  Pamiliea. 

JOHN  BWING, 
DAVID  RITTJaNHOUSB. 
JNO.  LUKBN8, 
THO.  HDTCHINS  * 
Phikda.,  28d  Dee.,  1784. 

ifidorser/,— The  Beport  of  the  P*  Commissioners  for  running  the 
line  between  this  State  &  Virg*,  enolosing  the  joint  report  of  the  s* 
Gommissioneni  &  those  from  Vir^nia — ^to  be  entered  in  tbe  letter 
book  with  its  enclosnres — Ehitered. 


Report  &  Eesolution  RESPBcriNa  Arrears  oi  Imposts, 

1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Ass^nbly, 

Friday,  December  24tb,  1784.— A.  M. 

Tbe  House  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  Keport  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  '^  to  enquire  from  what  oanse  so  large  a  Sam  of 
'^  public  money  due  upon  the  imposts  laws,  appears  to  be  outstand- 
^<  log  and  report  thereon/'  when  the  same  was  adopted  as  follows, 
viz* : 

The  Committee  appointed  ''  to  enquire  from  what  eause  so  larg^ 
''  a  Sum  of  public  money  due  upon  the  impost  laws  appears  to  be 
outstanding,  and  report  thereon,''  Report, 

That  they  have  made  the  enquiry  to  them  committed  and  find 
from  the  information  of  the  Collector  of  tbe  imposts,  and  from  the 
Books  and  Papers  by  him  exhibited  to  your  Committee,  that  there 
appeared  to  be  due  from  sundry  individuals  on  bonds,  on  the  IstDaj 
of  November  last,  about  the  Sum  of  Sixty  thousand  Pounds.  That 
the  said  Collector  hath,  as  well  by  advertisements  published  in  the 
News-papers,  as  otherwise,  used  endeavours  to  collect  the  monies  due 
on  tbe  said  Bonds ;  that  some  of  the  said  monies  have  been  col- 
lected, since  the  said  first  day  of  November ;  and  that  the  said  Col* 
lector  expressed  strong  expectations,  founded  on  the  assurances  he 
had  received  from  the  obligors  in  the  said  Bonds,  that  the  whole  oC 
the  monies  due  as  aforesaid  would  be  paid  in  tbe  course  of  one  or 
two  months. 

Your  Committee  nevertheless  deem  it  expedient  that  meaaorea 

*  Bm  Col;  Reb.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p:  288.    Vt.  Ewing  rsngned  Mai«h  26,  178i. 

8oe  ibid.,  p.  454,  and  thlB  Vol.  under  that  dat^ 
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shoiiM  be  talren  to  expedite  the  ooHectioii  of  the  said  debts  and  more 
eepeciaUj  those  which  haTe  been  long  dae,  and  therefore  joor  Com- 
siittee  ofier  the  following  ResolatioD;  viz^ : 

Besolved,  That  the  Supreme  EzecntiTe  Council  be  desired  to 
t»ke  proper  order  for  procorinff  the  payment  of  the  monies  due  on 
the  eaid  Bonds.  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

SAM'L  IBRTAN, 
Clwk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Messagb  frok  thb  Obnebal  Assembly,  1784. 

A  Measage  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  To  His  Excellency  The  President^  and  the  Hcmor* 
able  the  Supreme  Execuiiye  Council. 

QentlemeU; 

With  all  due  respect  and  Attention  we  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  State  of  Peunsylvania  in  General  Assembly  mot, 
have  taken  into  CoDsideration  your  message  of  the  fourth  instant,* 
and  tho'  public  debates  of  this  nature  seldom  produce  real  Convic- 
tion either  in  the  minds  of  those  with  whom  they  originate  or  by 
^hom  they  are  conducted,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Plan  for  pro- 
viding for  (he  payment  of  the  public  debts,  agaiust  which  the  pre- 
sent address  militates,  is  founded  on  such  Principles  of  natural,  and 
political  Justice,  that  nothing  farther  will  be  necessary  to  evince  its 
Merit,  than  to  state  some  of  those  leading  principles,  and  re-call  to 
memory;^  those  Sentiments  which  in  time  of  public  danger  operated 
on  every  feelinff  mind  with  truth  and  emergy ;  Nor  can  we  suppose 
the  security  and  case  resulting  from  peace  have  or  can  obliterate 
them.  We  trust  we  shall  also  rectifv  some  mistakes  into  which  Your 
Honorable  Board  have  fallen  in  point  of  fact;  We  admit  and  We 
avow  it  in  the  face  of  the  World  that  we  esteem  it  a  duty  tj  pay 
the  debts  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  public  according  to  their  just 
Value,  and  to  the  Amount  ascertained  by  those  officers  who  under 
public  authority  have  stated  and  certified  them  \  and  that  every 
thing  which  interferes  with  a  such  payment  either  in  the  creation  of 
the  funds  from  which  it  is  to  be  made  or  by  direct  diminution  of 
the  debts  so  acknowledged,  we  consider  unjust  and  impolitic  and  to 
which  of  course  we  cannot  assent. 

As  the  message  generally  and  highly  approves,  the  principles,  on 
which  the  several  Acts  of  the  12tE  March,  1783,  'J  for  the  Sale  of 
certain  Lands  therein  mentioned,"  and  1st  of  April,  1784,  intitled 
"  An  Act  for  opening  the  Land  Office.*'^  We  need  only  observe  on 
this  point,  that  it  was  ever  our  intention  generally  to  adopt  and 
carry  them  into  Effect,  and  that  the  evils  arising  from  long  Credit, 
from  which  would  probably  result  uncertain  payment,  and  factioun 

...  »See  CW.  Reo*,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  271. 
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GombioatioiiB  acaiost  the  peace  of  the  State,  oannot  ariflei  do  raeh 
Credit  being  to  be  given  by  the  Act  passed  thia  Seeabn.  It  ia  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  Lands  at  moderate  prioea^  and  immediately  reoeiTa 
the  Consideration  whioh  the  Message  admits  as  best  calculated  to 
extinguish  the  demands  on  the  Commonwealth^  and  lelieve  the  peo- 
ple in  the  article  of  Taxes.  The  Misohiefs  of  increasing  public 
Credit,  and  of  course,  the  dealing  in  public  funds  are  not  so  well 
known  to  us  as  the  message  supposes.  We  know  such  funds  exist 
in  all  free  States,  the  most  ffourishing  and  best  regulated ;  and  pre- 
sume that  they  are  only  dangerous  from  their  abuse.  We  flatter 
ourselves,  That  on  this  occasion,  with  cauUon,  and  moderatioo  they 
will  not  be  liable  to  the  dangers  resulting  from  an  improvident  exer- 
cise of  power  either  in  the  mode  of  administering  such  funds,  w  their 
disproportion  to  our  Ability  in  supporting  them.  We  consider 
these  funds  as  providing  the  means  of  payment  of  a  just  debt,  and 
that  by  vigorious  exertions  in  reducing  the  debt  as  speedily  and 
into  as  sm^l  a  Compass  as  possible,  we  shall  most  effectually  guard 
against  the  Consequences  suggested  of  dealing  in  public  funds ;  for 
the  debt  being  lessened  or  discharged,  the  Opportunities  for  such 
Speculations  will  be  diminbhcd  or  done  away. 

If  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  suppose^  that  by . 
making  no  other  provision  for  the  Relief  of  the  public  Creditors, 
than  what  will  arise  from  the  Sale  of  Lands,  such  Creditors  driven 
by  despair,  and  pinched  by  necessity  will   be  compell'd  to  take 
Lands  on  any  terms,  or  will  sell  their  Certificates  at  any  price  to 
those  who  seek  to  speculate  in  I^nd,  We  are  at  a  loss  to  recondle 
it  to  those  professions  of  tendemees  expressed  for  Widows,  Orphans 
and  worthv  Citizens  yet  retaining  their  Certificates.     For  ifben  w« 
recur  to  the  provision  made  by  former  Legislatures  for  these  regped- 
able  daimantt  in  the  Acts  of  Assembly  enumerated  in  the  MeasagCi 
we  find  them  totally  inapplicable  to  the  End.    The  Act  passed  the 
21st  March,  1783,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  providing  the  Quota  of 
fcsderal  Supplies,"  and  its  Supplement  passed  the  25th  September 
following,  only  gave  a  temporary  relief  for  payment  of  Interest  for 
one  year,  and  were  declared   to  be  for  enabling  them  to  pay  their 
Taxes ~  for  the  Supplies  of  the  Current  year,  and  as  for  the  Act 
intitled  ''  An  Act  to  appropriate  certain  monies  arising  from  the 
Excise  with  its  Supplement  of  the  20th  Sept.,  its  Benefit  was  ex- 
clusively limited  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Army.     Those 
respectable  Claimants  therefore,  certainly  have  never  received  that 
attention  the  message  so  explicitly  declares,  and  other  efforts,  than 
those  mentioned  in  the  said  Acts,  are  requisite  for  their  Relief,  or 
they  must  remain,  not  merely  in  the  uncomfortable  state  so  coldly 
described  in  the  message,  but  in  a  state  of  great  poverty  and  dis- 
tress.    The  objection  to  the  just  and  honorable  payment  of  these 
debts  because  the  folly  of  some,  and  necessity  of  others  have  thrown 
a  part  of  them  into  other  hands  than  the  original  holders,  at  a' price 
below  their  apparent  Value,  seems  to  us  as  defitrnctive  of  all  iutiiro 
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Oredii  u  present  Juitice.  Beibg  in  tbeir  nature  negotiable,  and 
originallj  made  transferable,  who  will  ever  reeeive  them  hereafter 
If  they  are  thus  depreeiatod  by  pnblio  Authority  f  Let  it  also  be 
remembered,  that  whatsoever  price  the  present  possessors  may  have 
paid  for  some  of  these  Certifieates,  the  publio  had  a  valuable  Consi- 
deration, and  that  a  great  proportion  of  them  yet  remain  in  the 
liands  of  the  original  Possessors ;  and  as  no  discrimination  is  pro- 
po0ed|  and  most  be  extremely  difficult,  what  is  to  beoome  of  these 
retpeetable  Ciaimanttf  are  they  to  suffer  because  their  interests  are 
acoidentaliy  blended  with  those  of  others  less  sof  It  does  not  appear^ 
to  useonsonant  to  Justice  or  sound  poKcy  to  depreciate  honest  debts 
because  they  vary  in  the  degree  of  merit;  for  that  any  are  unjust 
-In  themselves,  none  pretend. 

To  these  original  possessors  none  of  the  Observations  in  the 
message  apply,  which  suppose  such  an  Accumulation  of  value.  They 
expected  to  receive  their  real  value ;  they  ask  no  more;  and  this  they 
are  intitled  to : — to  oblige  them  to  take  less  must  be  confessedly  un- 
just. But  we  feel  no  apprehensions  of  a  few  Persons  being  sud- 
denly raised  into  great  wealth,  while  others  are  proportionably 
depressed :  Because  we  see  every  Species  of  public  Certificates  have 
been  long  current  and  the  most  unexceptionable  funds  provided  in 
nany  Cases  to  support  them,  such  for  instance  as  the  appropriation 
of  the  excise  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Army,  and  yet  we  see  no  such 
exorbitant  wealth  or  depressed  industry.  To  make  common  Conver- 
sation, (and  that  founded  in  supposition,)  a  ground  of  public  mea- 
sures from  which  injustice  to  the  Widow,  Orphan  and  worthy 
Gitixen  will  follow,  we  cannot  suppose  the  generous  and  benevolent 
temper  of  Pennsylvania  will  admit,  and  yet  we  can  deduce  no  other 
Consequence  from  admitting  that  those  who  were  about  to  buy  Cer- 
tificates were  led  by  general  Conversation  to  Contemplate  the  Lands 
of  the  State  as  the  only  fund  for  their  redemption.  We  trust  the 
public  proceedings  of  Uiis  State  will  have  a  more  stable  and  solid 
foundation. 

That  the  Certifieates  will  rise  in  value  in  consequence  of  a  well 

Eranded  hope  of  just  and  honorable  payment,  we  hope  and  expect, 
t  that  it  will  enhance  the  price  beyond  their  original  Value,  we 
cannot  believe,  and  tbeir  advance  towards  it  will  be  fully  compensa- 
ted by  recovering  publio  Credit,  renewing  confidence  in  Government, 
and  enabling  us  to  establish  a  Loan  Offioe  from  which  the  distant 
freeholders  will  be  acoommodated  with  money  on  easy  Terms  and  at 
a  leaaonable  interest  But  hew  will  this  be  attained  if  instead  of 
applying  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  Government  to  restore  publio 
Oredit,— -we  fall  into  every  temptation  to  commit  public  injustice-^ 
wheth^  the  debts  are  just,  is  in  onr  view,  the  first  Consideration—* 
this  is  not  questioned,  for  they  are  admitted,  not  only  to  be  just  bat 
meritorious.  The  next  is,  how  shall  they  be  discharged  ?  we  say, 
Aonestfy,  as  a  Source  of  future  Confidence  and  supply  equiiahUf  as  con* 
formably  to  natural  Justice ;  and  ^mt^li^  as  a  proper  return  to  those 
Vol.  X— 17. 
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who  in  tittes  of  fmbtio  cfauigBr  And  difficulty  knt  tlieir  Property  id 
efiect  the  gr^i  Purposea  of  Liberty  and  Indepesdesos.  In  GoDfirnifr. 
tion  of  those  aentimentSy  we  shall  reenr  to  a  messsge  of  your  Szxselleii- 
cy'a  and  the  Honoorable  Board  of  August  17th,1783,  aaiheoMBt  w> 
«xoeptionaUe  auUiority-  There  it  is  said,  **  The  discharge  of  debts 
<<  due  by  the  State,  or  if  that  oannot  be  soon  aooomplisM,  at  least 
<<the  reguUir  Payment  of  the  Interest,  should  be  provided  for,  and 
<<well  secured  by  adequate  funds;  so  that  the  best  satisfiielaeB 
^<  which  Giroumstanoes  will  permit,  may  be  given  to  the  Grediton. 
'<  Gontinual  and  sometimes  very  affeoting  applioattons  ve  made  to 
*^  us :  but  while  we  perceive  the  obUgationa  of  Justice,  and  the 
^'  Injuries  and  distresses  attendant  upon  anoa-oemplianee  with  them 
.'<  we  are  unable  to  afford  Relief.  It  is  essential  to  the  public  wel- 
*'  fare  that  public  Orodit,  upon  which  alone  coi^denoe  can  be  feun- 
^'ded,  should  be  supported;  and  we  earnestly  wish,  the  Genend 
^<  Assembly  would  take  into  their  serious  Gonsideration  the  ways 
<^and  means  for  establishing  a  more  regular  and  improTcd  System 
**  of  Reyenue.  We  believe  that  the  burthens  of  the  good  people  of 
*'  this  state  might  be  thus  relieved;  and  we  shall  esteem  onrselves 
<<  very  happy  if  we  can  furnish  any  useful  Information  upon  this 
**  subject''  Gontemplatine  the  resources  of  the  State,  we  cannot 
vrith  your  Excellency  and  the  honorable  Board,  consider  the  Giroum- 
atances  of  the  Treasurers  notes  as  proofs  of  our  inability  to  support 
cur  Gredit,  because  a  Want  of  Punctuality  in  the  redemption  of  ali 
our  public  securities  is  equally  to  be  lamented.  Even  the  antieot 
emissions  of  Paper  money  before  the  Eevolntion  were  not  punctually 
redeemed,  but  certainly  not  from  inability.  It  arises  from  the  d^ 
lay  of  the  GoUection  ol  Taxes,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  die  executive 
part  of  Govemmeiit  to  remedy. 

•  We  wish  and  hope  to  eaae  our  Gonstituents  .under  the  public 
burthens;  we  partake  of  them  ourselves,  and  therefore  must  be  al* 
waya  interested  to  lessen  them ;  but  we  see  no.  cauae  to  depreciate 
the  ability  of  the  State,  as  well  as  its  Gredit,  when  we  reflect  that 
in  tiie  year  1782,  when  we  had  neither  rested  firom  the  ravages  of 
the  war,  nor  tasted  the  blessings  of  peace,  a  Tax  of  £420,000  wan 
imposed,  and  tho'  heavy  it  was  not  insupportaUob  In  the  year 
1783,  a  farther  Tax  was  laid  for  £225,000,  without  any  aid  from 
the  sale  of  Lands.  The  present  supply  calls  for  a  Tax  of  b«t 
£76,945  17  6  annually,  which  is  the  very  sum  rocommettded  by 
tiongreas,  and  adopted  by  a  late  Assembly  for  twenty  five  years,  and 
when  the  Purposes  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  are  duly  oonsidered^ 
and  that  its  duration  will  probably  be  terminated  in  a  much  sholrier 
time  than  twenty  five  years,  <*  the  generous  and  benevolent  tempet 
of  Pennsylvaiiians''  will  not  permit  it  to  be  deemed  gnevoos,  «Qr 
unduly  bnrthenaome.  We  come  now  to  the  last  objection  aguMal 
thus  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts;  that  it  will 
interfere  with  foederal  measures;  we  wish  your  Ezeellencj  and  A^ 
honorable  Board  instead  of  resting  on  a  genccai  deokiaiion,  had 
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pointed  out  tlria  inieferenee.  Bemdes  the  instanoe  above  mcntioDed 
the  Journals  of  CoDgress  aboand  in  Resolves  and  BecommeDdations 
la  which  the  utmost  energy  of  kngaage  is  exerted  to  indaoe  as  to 
pay  tbeee  debts  honorably  and  justly.  We  mean  to  show  our  respect 
for  the  Counsels  of  that  honourable  Body  by  oar  Compliance  as  well 
aa  by  our  professions.  We  have  thereupon  collected  their  senti- 
ments as  scattered  thro'  divers  of  tbeir  Proceedings. 

In  the  celebrated  Letter  of  the  13th  September,  1779,  after  ex- 
pressing with  the  most  pathetic  eloquence,  the  baseness  and  bad 
policy  of  failing  to  support  tbe  public  faith,  thus  urge  its  inhumanity 
as  well  aa  injostioe :  That  the  Complaints  of  ruined  widows  and 
fiuherless  Children  whose  sole  support  rests  in  tbe  public  funds  have 
already  gone  forth,  and  with  the  greatest  Solemnity  they  bid  us  take 
care,  that  they  rise  no  higher. 

On  the  18 ih  April  following  they  declare  that  the  hoideraof  loaa 
office  Certificates  should  sustain  no  loss  bv  any  depreciation  of  the 
Bills  loan'd  sabsequent  to  their  respective  dates.  On  the  28th 
June  following  thej^  declare  that  the  Prindpal  of  all  the  Loans  that 
have  been  made  shall  finally  be  discharged  at  the  fail  current  value 
of  the  bilb  when  loan'd  and  the  interest  in  the  mean  time  paid  on 
the  aame  just  principles. 

On  the  1 6th  December,  1782,  Congress  declared,  that  it  is  essential 
to  the  justice  and  Preservation  of  public  faith,  that  whenever  a 
nation  is  obliged  by  the  exigencies  of  public  affairs  to  contract  a  debt 
proper  fonds  should  be  established  not  only  for  paying  the  annual 
Value  or  Interests  of  the  same,  but  for  discharging  the  principal 
within  a  reasonable  Period. 

It  then  goes  on  to  encourage  the  States  to  exertions  of  Payment 
by  assuring  them  that  whenever  the  produce  of  tbe  Revenue  shall 
exceed  the  Interest,  it  shall  bo  applied  to  sinking  the  PrincipaL 
Bat  unfortunately  no  fund  has  been  found  by  Congress  to  pay  even 
the  interest  or  any  part  of  it  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

In  1783,  another  most  animated  address  from  Congress  in  the 
ninth  Page  of  a  Pamphlet  calied  an  address  and  Recommendation 
to  the  States,  after  enumerating  the  Classes  of  public  Creditors, 
speaks  of  those  who  originally  lent  their  money,  those  who  have  pur- 
chased Certificates,  and  whose  Property  has  been  otherwise  advanced 
or  assumed  for  public  Service,  and  this  is  the  language  of  that  re- 
spectable Body,  a  just  regard  to  whose  Counsels  tbe  Honorable 
Board  declare,  and  we  concur  in  believing  is  essennal  to  our  Happi-  , 
ness  "  To  discriminate  the  merits  of  these  several  descriptions  of 
**  Creditors  would  be  a  task  equally  unnecessary  and  invidious,  if  the 
''voice  of  humanity  pleads. more  loudly  in.  favor  of  some  than  of 
''others,  the  voice  of  Policy  no  less  than  of  Justice  pleads  in  favor 
"  of  all — A  wise  nation  will  never  permit  those  who  relieve  the 
"  wants  of  their  Country,  or  who  rely  most  on  its  faith,  its  firmness  and 
^'  its  resources,  when  either  of  them  is  distrusted,  to  suffer  by  the 
t*  event''    la  tbe  following  Paragcapk  of  the  saitto  address,  which 
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we  earaestly  recommend  to  the  attention  of  yonr  Ezcellenej  and  tie 
honorable  Board,  these  Sentiments  are  farther  urged  and  enforced 
bj  Considerations  of  the  most  powerful  nature  such  as  in  onr  opinion 
ezclade  CTcry  idea,  that  the  measures  of  any  particular  State  at 
this  time  of  day  for  the  relief  of  these  sufierers  can  be  dissagreeable 
to  Congress.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  made  a  Provision  umi- 
lar  to  ours,  except  that  it  rests  on  Taxation  only,  while  ours  has  the 
Lands  as  an  auxiliary,  and  we  haye  never 'heard  their  Conduct  ob- 
jected to  as  interfering  with  fcederal  measures  or  weakening  the 
union. 

If  from  defects  in  the  Confederation,  or  too  limited  Tiews,  some 
States  hesitate  or  fail  in  Compliance  as  they  have^one  from  year  to 
year,  shall  we  bring  poverty  and  Rain  on  the  Citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania whose  Circumstances,  the  message  admits,  demand  immediate 
attention  ?  do  not  thesu  debts  make  a  part  of  the  national  debt,  and 
if  lessened  now,  will  not  our  future  burthen  be  less.  Thus  while 
we  substantially  comply  with  the  Recommendations  of  Congress,  we 
shall  perform  an  act  of  duty,  Justice  and  Humanity,  in  relieving  oar 
suffering  fellow  Citizens. 

A  Regard  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  confederation,  and  affection 
to  the  Common-wealth  which  seemed  to  require  we  should  rectify 
many  mistakes  in  fact  from  which  erroneous  Consequences  have  been 
deduced  in  the  message,  have  caird  forth  this  R  eply.  We  do  not  mean 
to  wage  a  war  of  messages  and  addresses  which,  the  experience  of  for- 
mer times  shows,  irritate  but  never  convince.  The  business  of  Legisla- 
tion neither  admits  our  employing  our  time  or  spending  public  money 
in  disputes.  If  the  Engagements  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Hono- 
rable Board  leave  you  at  leisure  to  attend  to  other  Cases  than  those 
of  the  Council,  we  shall  always  be  happy  to  receive  your  assistance, 
and  advice  in  the  approved  and  long  practised  mode  of  Conference, 
not  only  as  the  most  Constitutional  when  there  is  only  a  single 
Branch  of  Legislature,  but  best  adapted  for  reasoning  and  conviction 
Peace  and  Harmony. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 
JOHN  BAYARD,  Speaker.* 

Assembly  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  December  24th|  1784 


Copy  of  a  Lbttkk,  John  Adams,  1784. 

Auteial;  near  Paris,  Nov.  Sd^  1781* 
Sir, 

Dr.  Franklla  has  lately  communicated  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me» 

a  letter  he  has  received  ^m  the  Comte  de  Yergennea,  and  another 

from  Mr.  Grand,  the  first  informs  thai  Mr.  Marbois  had  informed 

him,  that  upon  his  application  to  the  superintendant  of  I^naoces,  he 

*  See  Col.  Bm.,  Vol.  SIT.,  p.  289,  &  answer  S28,  8i8. 
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hud  feoeifed  an  answer  by  Mr.  Ooyernent  Morris,  that  letters  should 
be  written  both  to  Amsterdam  and  Paris,  to  provide  for  the  paj- 
ment  of  the  interest  of  the  ten  million  of  li?res  borrowed  for  the 
United  States  in  Holland,  by  the  Kiqg,  and  reminds  the  Amerioan 
Minister  that  other  interest  is  dae,  and  the  first  payment  of  the 
capital  will  become  due  next  year.  Mr.  Orands  letter  informs,  that 
he  is  already  about  fifty  thousand  livres  in  advance  for  loan  office 
certificates,  Salaries,  Ace. ;  iThese  letters  the  Dr.  will  no  doubt  transmit 
to  Congress  and  as  they  reUte  to  matters  within  his  Department ; 
I  might  have  been  excused  from  mentioning  them ;  if  the  mention  of 
Amsterdam  had  not  made  it  probable,  that  Mr.  Morris  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  draw  upon  our  Bankers  there  for  money  to  discharge 
this  interest ;  and  I  cannot  excuse  myself  from  observing  that  if 
snoh  draughts  should  be  made,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will  be  pro^ 
tested. 

France  is  at  present  in  so  much  danger  of  being  forced  to  take 
part  in  a  War,  in  the  low  Countries,  that  I  am  not  surprized  at  the 
Comte  de  Vergennes'  attention  to  matters  of  revenue  and  that  I 
cannot  see  any  hope  that  Doctor  Franklin  will  be  able  to  obtain 
any  relief  from  this  Court. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  debt  of  near  a  million 
and  an  half  sterling  to  France,  and  another  debt  of  more  than  half 
a  million  sterling  in  Holland,  whose  interests  are  constantly  accru- 
ing.    There  are  also  salaries  to  Ministers ;  and  there  is  another  call 
for  money,  which  is  very  pressing.     The  Commerce  of  the  Medite- 
ranean  is  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  to  every 
one  of  them,  and  this  commerce  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  treaties 
with  the  Barbarv  Powers.   It  will  be  not  only  in  vain,  but  dangerous 
and  detrimental  to  open  negotiations  with  these  powers  without 
money  for  the  customary  presents.    How  are  all  these  demands  for 
money  to  be  satisfied  f    If  Cosh,  Bills,  or  produce  can  be  sent  to 
•Sorope  fbr  the  purpose,  it  will  be  happy  for  us.  But  I  suppose  that 
BO  man  believes  it  possible,  and  therefore  we  must  not  only  forgo 
great  future  advantages,  but  violate  contracts  already  made,  and 
faith  aliready  pledged,  and  thereby  totally  ruin  our  credit,  if  not 
axpose  the  property  of  our  Merchants  to  be  seized  abroad,  or  we 
must  borrow  more  money  in  Europe.    Now  there  is  no  part  of  Eu- 
rope in  which  we  eux  expect  to  borrow,  unless  it  be  in  Holland,  and 
there  we  may  rely  upon  it  all  our  hopes  will  fail  us,  if  effectual 
measures  are  not  taken  to  fund  our  foreign  debt,  if  adequate  funds 
were  established  for  discharging  the  interest  we  may  hope  for  fur- 
ther Credit;  without  them  our  circumstances  are  truly  desperate. 
It  Is  not  for  me  to  enter  into  the  question,  how  this  is  to  be  done  so 
Car  distant,  and  so  long  absent,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  form 
a  Judgment,  if  the  subject  were  within  my  province  which  it  is  not 
The  ability  of  our  people  for  this  and  much  greater  things  cannot 
be  doubted  by  any  Man  who  knows  any  thing  of  their  zSairs,  and 
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It  18  *»  pit  J  that  any  qaestioDS  about  the  made  shonld  rofcaid  this 
moat  neceaaarj  provision  for  the  ezistenee  of  oar  Credit  abroad. 

I  hare  this  moment  a  letter  from  our  hankers  at  Amsterdam, 
dated  the  28tb  of  Oot  in  which  they  inform  me  that  they  have  not 
reeeived  the  ratifieation  of  my  last  Loan,  perhaps  it  did  not* arrive 
till  after  the  reoess  of  Congress.  I  mnst  earnestly  request  that 
Congress  would  dispatch  it  as  early  as  possible  after  their  meeting, 
because  the  delay  of  it  may  excite  an  alarm,  and  dash  all  our  hopes 
nt  once.  The  half  million  sterling  which  we  have  obtained  in  Hol- 
land has  been  all  transmitted  to  America  in  Dollars  by  the  way  of 
Ha;vannah,  or  paid  in  redeeming  Bills  of  Exchange,  sold  in  America 
for  very  advantageous  premiums ;  none  of  it  has  been  laid  out  ia 
goods,  and  therefore  every  other  consideration  calls  upon  us  to  be 
punctual  as  well  as  our  honor,  which  alooCi  ought  to  be  sufficient. 

(Signed,)      . 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

1785,  rccd.  Jan'y  Slst    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Honble  John 
Adams,  Esquire,  dated  near  Paris,  November  8d,  1784.    Entered. 


Extract  ov  a  Lettbr  from  thb  Hokblb  John  Adams, 
Bjbnjamiit  Franklin  &  Thomas  Jefferson,  1784. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honble  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin  S^  Thomas  Jefferson,  dated  at  Paris,  11th  November, 
1784. 

<<  A  Letter  Mceived  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  &  another 
from  Mons'r  Grand  to  Doctor  Franklin,  of  which  No.  21  &  22  are 
Copies,  give  us  reason  to  apprehend  an  uneasiness  in  this  Court  lest 
we  should  fail  not  only  in  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  on 
their  particular  Loans,  but  should  permit  the  payment  on  the  Dutch 
Loan,  which  this  Court  guaranteed,  to  &11  in  the  first  instance  upon 
them.  This  circumstance  under  the  present  probability  of  a  war 
in  Europe  might  be  really  inconvenient  to  them  and  give  un&vor> 
nble  ideas  of  the  sense  we  entertain  of  their  past  favonnu  Co»' 
gross  will  know  whether  measures  have  been  taken  to  make  timely 
payments  here,  and  they  can  best  judge  of  what  exertions  the  States 
are  capable  for  reducing  their  foreign  debt,  even  faster  than  th^ 
stipulations  require*  A  hearty  disposition  in  the  people  goes  £af 
towards  making  them  equal  to  whatever  it  ia  their  duty  and  interest 
to  do ;  and  we  cannot  help  supposing  that  if  our  oountrymea  would 
boldly  look  that  part  of  their  foreign  debt  in  the  face,  which 
they  have  a  right  to  discharge,  if  they  would  view  it  and  view 
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ihemselTeSy  tkej  would  find  they  oonld  muiter  it,  yerhtps  irith  a 
single  effort ;  of  this  we  can  assort  them  that  nothing  would  pro- 
dnce  such  a  reTolntion  in  the  opinion  entertained  in  Earope  of  their 
powers,  of  their  jostioe  ft  of  the  tone  of  their  government.  If  a 
reputation  for  equity  and  gratitude,  if  a  demonstration  of  our  re- 
sources and  of  our  resolution,  if  the  subjection  of  the  riches  of 
Europe  to  our  wishes  on  any  future  emergency  may  be  bought  at 
half  a  Guinea  a  head  cannot  our  countrymen  be  roused  to  male  the 
purchase?  Add  to  this  that  it  would  command  for  us  a  r^pect 
which  might  save  us  in  the  end,  millions  of  money,  and  torrents  of 
blood.  Congress  we  hope  will  pardon  us  these  reflections.  We  are 
on  a  field  were  every  circumstance  tends  to  produce  them.  Our  in- 
structions as  to  a  gratification  and  indemnification  to  John  Baptist 
Pequet  has  not  yet  been  complied  with ;  Mr.  Grand's  Iietter  will 
assign  the  reason. 

Tbe  honor  of  our  own  country  as  well  as  our  own  fselings  will  not 
permit  us  to  pass  unnoticed,  that  we  are  now  depending  for  daily 
subsiatance  on  the  bounty  ef  a  subject  of  this  Kingdom :  A  bounty 
which  he  tells  us.  in  his  Letter,  '^  qu'il  sera  fofc6  mettre  des  bornes,'' 
(he  will  be  forced  to  set  bonds.)  We  trust  that  Congress  will  be 
so  good  as  to  order  us  effeetual  and  instantaneous  relief  from  this 
Situation. 

1785,  reed.  Jan^y  81st.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Honble  John 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  ft  Thomas  JeffersoUi  dated  at  Paris, 
Noyember  llth|  1784. 
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'      BEtUSH  OV  DtftETB&S  VROM  A  BbTACHK HIT 

Betnrns  of  Deserten,  with  their  deacriptioD,  &e.  who  deserted  from 
the  Cloathfl;  Arms,  &0y  which  they  ha?e  reoeived,  likewiae  their  pay 


Camp  on  the  Indian 

Inlisted. 

shore  west  side  of 

Place  bom 
or  resided. 

Trade 
or  Occu- 

AHigany River, 
December  Ist,  1784. 

When. 

Where. 

pation. 

^  1 

From  Cap.  Donglass 

Co.  of  Artillery. 

1  James  Morton, 

Ireland, 

30 

Ang., 

Phfla., 

Farmer,    122 

2; John  Mouogstam, 

Germany, 

31 

do 

do 

do 

29 

8 

Thomas  Smith, 

Ireland, 

80 

do 

do 

do 

24 

.4 

* 

John  Hancock, 
From  Cap.  Finney's 
Go.  In&ntrv. 

England, 

24 

do 

do 

Litboarer, 

24 

5  John  Colemanj 

Germany, 

26 

Aug., 

Phils., 

Stone  Cr, 

25 

6  Job.  Bottomley, 

Eneland, 
Ireland, 

18 

Sept'r, 

do 

Weaver, 

25 

7 

Thomas  Delap, 

28 

Ang., 

do 

do 

25 

8 

Patrick  Powler, 

do 

SO 

do 

do 

Tanner, 

30 

9 

Jno.  Leard, 

do 

31 

do 

do 

Labourer,  28 

10 

Adam  Myre, 

Germany, 

30 

do 

do 

Barber, 

2« 

11 

Conrad  Huffiier, 

do 

30 

do 

do 

Fuller, 

24 

12 

John  Kidd, 

do 

30 

Bepfr, 

do 

Labowcr, 

sa 

13 

Thomas  Atkinson, 

Jersey, 

23 

Aug., 

do 

Labourer, 

17 

14 

Edw.  MoCarday, 

Ireland. 

28 

do 

do 

Weaver, 

26 

15 

Jno  Dunniran, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

28 

16 

Osbnm  Pearson, 

Connectiont, 

23 

do 

do 

do 

21 

17 

James  Davidson, 

Penn'a, 

26 

do 

do 

do 

31 

18 

Thomas  Service, 

Ireland, 

27 

do 

do 

do 

25 

19 

Jno.  Sutherland, 

Scotland, 

27 

do 

do 

Bl'kS-*,;3l 

20 

Jno.  Kerney, 

Ireland, 

27 

do 

do 

Weaver, 

35 

21 

Philip  McDonald, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

32 

22 

Thomas  Evcrly, 

England, 

28 

do 

do 

do 

25 

23 

Thomas  Howell. 

Delaware, 

30 

do 

do 

do 

28 

24'Simael  Moor, 

Penn'a. 

30 

do 

do 

Hatter, 

27 

25'PatrickO'IIaro, 

Ireland, 

31 

do 

do 

Labourer,  29 

20  William  Smjth, 

do 

31 

do 

do 

Taylor,     SO 

27iJameii  Mchin, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Taylor,     39 

28lJobn  Eir, 

Mass., 

31 

do 

do 

Turner,    j*27 

29 

Da'l  M'MuIlan, 

Ireland, 

23 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

80 

The  columns  coDtaining  a  detailed  description,  and  the  cloathiDg  andarms, 
are  not  printed,  although  in  the  original. 
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or  THB  IST  AVBSIOAN  SsoiMiirT,  1785. 

a  detMhutent  of  the  Ist  Amerioan  Beflment,  with  an  luTentory  of 
a«  Boldien  in  the  Ist  A"  B*«,  oom*  by  Jos.  Haruuur,  £•«,  L*  0>  C— . 


Oamp  OD  the  Indian 

ahoro  west  aid*  of 

AOimny  Rirer, 

Deoember  lat,  1784. 


Place  horb 
or  rended. 


lolisted, 


When. 


Where 


Trade 

or  Ocon- 

pation. 


& 


From  Cap.  Zeigfauta 
Co.  Infantry. 
80  Jno.  HendriekaoD,  Jeieej, 
31  Andrew  Scott,         penn'a, 
82  William  Griffey,         do 
Robert  Oamett,  do 

t  Jno.  Johnston,  do  . 

» Francis  Johnatoti,       do  . 
\  John  DavidsoQ,  do 

'  Casper  Morriti,  do 

I  Albert  Legrand,  do 

Hathias  Qoltior,  do 

40  Francis  Usman,       Oerautny, 
"i  Carl  Beynard,  do 

I  Oeorge  Clark,  Penn'a, 

t  James  Coleman,  Delaware, 
[  Jne>  Stephenson,  Penn'a, 
Nicholas  Laplain,  France, 
Frederick  Miller,  Qermany, 
William  Justice,  Penn'a, 
48  Patrick  Tomer,  Ireland, 
From  Cap.  BieCn^ 

day's  tioup'y. 
Bdward  Qaffoey,     Ireland, 
\  Thomas  Grimes,     .  Scotland, 
John  Smith,  Penn'a, 

!i  John  Side^  do 

fiSiOavid  Brown,  do 

54  Bdw'd  Leonaid,       N.  Toik, 
55{Jno.  itead,  !  Jersey, 

56|I>ennit  Carney,        Ireland, 
67{Jno.  Snyder,  Penn'a, 

68i  Jntf.  MoLanghlin,    beland, 
69.  Jnoi  Bums,  .  do 

60[Beflry  Tatteraen,     Jersey, 


83 
34 
85 
36 
87 
88 
89 


41 
■42 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 


49 
50 
51 
62 


10  Sepf  r, 

26  do 
20    do 

24  Aog., 

6  Sepf  r, 
23  Aug., 
10  Sepf  r, 

7  Oct., 

25  Sepf  r, 
14    do 

1    do 
127  Aug., 

27  do 
!29  do 
80    do 

8  Sepf  r, 
23    do 

26  do 
14    do 


Phila., 

do 

do 
Lano'r, 
Phila., 
Carl'le, 
FhUa., 
Carl'le, 
Phila., 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


27  Aug., 
15  Sepfr, 
18  Ang , 
25  Sepfr, 
8    da 
;$0  Ang., 
,21     do 
12  Sepl'r, 
i6    do 
|19  Ang., 
|28    do 
121    do 


25 

80. 

30. 

80 

20 

29 


PUla., 
do 
do 
do 
da 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Labonrar, 

Sboem'r, 

Laboorer, 

do 

do 

do 
Taylor,     |22 
Taylor, 
Cook, 
Labonrer, 
Taylor, 
Labourer, 
Cooper, 
Labourer, 

do 

do 
Shoem'r, 
Labourer, 

do 


20 

28 

28 

23 

24 

21 

80 

22 

23 

26 

80, 

80 


Labonres, 

Weaver, 

Laboorer, 

Farmer, 

Shoem'r, 

Labourer, 

do 

do 

do 
Farmer, 
Naylor,    j24 


85 

25 

28 

25 

21, 

29 

25 


28 
21 
26 

27 


N»  88  aad  No.  30,  Aliert  htgnfi  an^  Hathias  Ooltier,  are  two  Freneh 
Vea,  who  hare  dtttrtea  from  this'  pla4«  and  gone  down  the  river  to  the 
lUineb  Coantry.  I 

•     JOSi  HABM AR,  Lt.  Col.  Com.  Ist  Am.  Beg'i 
17* 
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Col.  Jobiah  Habhab  to  Pass.  Diceisson,  1784. 

Gamp  near  Fort  Pkt,  ob  the  Indian  Shdrc^  4kt  Wtntern  side  of 

the  AUegfiny.riyer^  Decenber  5th^  1784. 
Sir,  ; 

X  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Ezcellencj  &  the  Honourable 
Countil  of  the  ariival  of  the  first  Detachment  of  Pennsylvania 
Trooptf  ^iipo^d'«fCaptaiQ' 'Douglass's  company  of  artillery,  & 
Captain  Finney's  company  of  Infantry  at  this  place  on  the  ISth^ 
Oetobeir  last^ 

The  second  Detachment  composed  of  Captain  Zeigleia's  AiCaptdh 
McCnrdy's  companies  of  Infantry  arrived  here  on  the  29th  of  the 
same  month. 

We  have  remained  in  this  poflMon  till  this  day,  in  hourly  expec* 
tation  of  the  Commissioners ;  they  are  just  arrived,  and  upon  a  Con- 
sultation, /considering  the  advanced  Season  of  the  year^  the  diSonlty 
of  snppli^^,  fixpence  of  Tfansportatiote,  &c.,  to  Cayahoga ';  they  have 
resolved  to  hold  the  Treaty  at  Fort  Mcintosh^  thirty  miles*  distai^ 
from  Fort  Pitt,  down  the  Ohio  river.  . 

In  Oon8e<]|denee  of  their  resolve,  the  Trobpti  marched  this  monrioff 
-from  iK4s  Kncampment  for  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  Tents  baggsge  &e.^ 
'are  to  go  by  water.  Mr.  Alexander  ILowrey  messenger  to  the  Com- 
missioners  was  dispatehed  this  day  to  Cayahoga;  with  an  Invitation 
4o  ihe  Indians  to  assemb^o  at  Fort  Mcintosh. 

The  Fort  is  in  very  bad  order,  &  will  require  considerable  repairs 
before  the  Troops  can  have  comfortable  winter  <!(uarteri» 

Inclose4;,y<Hir  SU^tUeAey  &  the'  HonoiiniU^' Council,  will  be 
please^  to.receive  ^.return  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,  likewise  a 
List  of  all  Deserters  with '  their  descriptions  since  t^e  corps  was 
raised.  Lieut  Herbert,  I  have  Ordered  nu^ended  in  hii  command 
&  have  written  this  day  to  the  Secretary  ip  the  War  Office  for  orders 
in  his  case^  as  a  General  Court  Martial  cannpt  be  convened  fo;r  his 
TriaL  • 

The  List  of  Deserters  is  indeed  very  considerable  owing-  to  ihe 
extreme  hurry  in  raising  the  corps ;  I  apprehend  the  chief  part  of 
these  Villains  must  be  lurking  about  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  aa 
moet  all  of  them  had  attachments  there.  *I  have  suggested  to  the 
Secretary  in  the  War  office,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  adviseablo  to 
advertize  &  ofiier  pardon  to  them,  provided  they  delivered  themselves 
up  in  a  limited  time ;  your  Excellency  will  please  to  observe  that 
my  Total  at  present  is  only  231  including  Non-Comd.  offrs.  &  music 
oomiequently  29  are  wanting  to  complete ;  my  sole  dependance  is^ 
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upon  apprehending  the  deeeriersi  in  order  to  hare  my  f  nil  eonqple- 
ment.of  men. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be/ 
with  the  highest  Bsfeeem  ft  reepeoi, 

Yoor  EzcoUeao/s  ft  the  Honble.  OoaneilSy 
most  obedt  Serrt. 

JOS.  HAEMAB, 
Lt.  CoL  oond«  let  Anu  Begt 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcj.  John  Dickinson^  Esg.  &  The  Honble,  The  Snpreme 
jBxecadfe  Gonncil. 


Edw.  Crawfohb,  Jr.,  to  Pbks.  Dickinsok^  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  jaw  that  there  has  never  been  any  marriage 
or  Tavern  license  Received  in  Franklin  Gountj  as  yet,  there  bis 
been  several  applications  and  I  think  if  there  were  a  few  of  each 
ordered  something  might  be  saved  to  the  Commonwealths 

The  bearer  Colo.  Cook  will  be  so. good  as  to  forward  them  if  yoa 
ahonld  send  any.  . 

I  am  Dr.  Sifi 

your  most  obdt.  and  very  Hnmble  Servi 

EDW.  CRAWFORD,  Jnn- 

Franklin  County,  2 1  Deer.,  1784. 
Directed f 

(Public  Service.) 

John  Armstrongs  Jun.,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Conn^  of 
Ponna.,  Philadelphia, 
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Wm.  AtTUB  to  PfiB8.    DlCKIHSOK,  1785. 

littcsstet^  ye  3rd  Jamary^  1786. 
Bir^ 

I  wts  yesterday  hoBourecl  irilk  yoar  Letter  of  tbe  17tb  of  liat 

iDonthi  iDentioDiDg  that  tbe  originid  minate  of  my  i^piointkiient  u 

Pean^  Gommifisary  OenL  of  Si&itere  for  Laacaater  Coanty^  eaaaot 

be  fooBd  and  reqaeatiag  tbui  a  iCbpj  of  it  aiay  be  trassmitted  to 

•yonu 

At  Oie  time  of  my  reaiijiiatioD  of  tbat  af^iotment  I  banded  the 
original  to  Cenneil  tritb  iR&om  it  remained,  &  aa  i  did  not  keep  a 
Copy  of  it^  oannot  kave  tbe  bonoar  of  complying  witb  the  wiab  of 
Goancil  1^  transmitting  it.  Upon  examining  the  Copiea  of  master 
KoUs  in  my  fossession,  tbe  earliest  date  I  find  is  tbe  12tb  of  Aagost 
1770;  when  I  mustered  sdme  of  the  first  Company's  of  ye  HiTttia 
who  matofaed  to  Jersey  from  this  County  (iho'  we  bad  Guards  oa 
-  jluty  over  tbe  Prison^re  of  War  taken  at  St.  John  &e.,  for  a  eon- 
>aideiable  time  beyond  tbat) — it  waa  sometime  after  tbat  when  I 
received  tbe  regnlar  appointment  as  Depy.  Comy.  GenL  at  mnsler 
lor  Lancaster  Oonnty,  the  date  of  which  I  canaet  asoertain,  &  it  waa 
:i  think;  in  February  1778  that  I  resigned  the  appointment  to  bis 
Exeellency  President  Wharton  &  the  Bonble.  Conncil  tben  at  hui* 
easter  from  a  pursuasion  that  there  was.an  impropriety  in  my  boIdiDg 
that  appointment  under  the  State^  after  taking  the  oatba  as  one  ol 
;ibe  JustBoea  of  tbe  supreme  Court. 

I  should  gladly  have  complied  witb  tbe  commanda  of  Ceun^  was 
ft  in,  my  power. 

'  A  am,  Siri 

with  sentiments  of  respect, 

your  moi^  abed  Bervt 

WELLM.  ATTLEB. 

John  Armstrong,  junr.,  Ebqube^  Secretary  of  the'S«peme  Ese- 
•  entire  Coimoil^  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Josspfl  Kahsak  to  Pbes.  Dickinsok,  17S5w 

Fort  Mcintosh,  January  15th^  17^5. 
Sir, 

^  I  bad  the  honor  ol  addressing  your  Excellency  and  tbe  HonoraUo 
Council  on  the'&th  u)t«/ inclosing  a  return  of  the  Pen&sjflTatfs 
.Tro<9s  ii  the  sernce  of  tbe  United  States,  dated  tbe  1st  Seoesiber 
■bsLir  •   .  V 

^  See  page,  890. 
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Ipdobei.  ytfariBioeUeiMy  n^l  Im  ylwMct  to  Meive  «ioili«r 
McttiUyreliiniaf  tWTroQ|Msdktecl  tb»latiB0l.    . 

The  whole;  icorpa  hmt  been  on  oottBtamt  Iklitue  ihieoilMk  fttiMI 
lier^  m  MDiitriAg  the  lort»«»Aittiii9  ttprMmw^  StoMi^  Aie.^  fot iftoe^ni- 
«K>dlitiDg  the  GoBtiii«&tal  tad  Stele  CoaiiiiiMiooerti  nUelplMi  iii^ 
jond  tlie  ciolfaiBg  nneh. 

A  few  dajs  since;  the  Treatjr  4onaMnced^  Md  I  Ittlieye  witt  to 
eatisfactorilj  ootcluddl  agftinel  ttw  ktlei^^nd  e(  this  month ;  altho' 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Wyondo^9^  Cktpfmway's  Delaware'9  &  Otatoays, 
which  aie  the  Naiione  that  are  assembled  here,)  in  a  speech  they 
deliveted  ai  the  Couwil  fire  yesterday,  held  out  an  Idea  to  the 
Continental  Commissioners,  that  they  stili  looked  «foih-the  ImxA 
thuk  tha  Uiiited  Btaiea  i^eld  hy  the  Tse«ty  with  G«eat'B£taiik|  as 
their  own ;  bnt  the  Commissioners  have  answered  them  in  A  Idgi 
tone ;  the  Purport  of  which  was,  that  as  they  had  adhered  during 
the  war  to  the  King  of  Gieat  Britain,  tbey  were  considered  by  ns 
as  a  conquered  |>eopIey  and  had  therefore  notbing  to  expect  from  the 
United .  StdtM»  biitrm»l;t  dc|>6n&  aliogether  upon  their  Lenity  and 
Generosity.  This  spirited  answer  it  is  supposed  will  haye  Mei 
Peeired  Efieel.  i   .  .   ;. 

The  Stale  ComwiaNoncM  I  believe  will  nil  bajre  Ih^;  leasl  difin 
ouli^  in  traniacluig  their  bueineeei  which  laya  wilb  lim  Wyondol 
j&  Delafttre  Nations. 

:  IhMe  the  honor  tebe^  •      !    -> 

with  thi  greatest  fisinei]!  .    , 

&  jQspeefe|  yonc  boellencyft 

A  The  Honorable  Goaaeil'a     ..  : 

jnoei  bblfi.  &  ebdt.  8ertt., .  .    > 

JOS.  HARMAR,       > 

.  .  Lt.  GoL  Com.  1st  Am*  Begt.    t 

fii3  fi^odlevey,  Jobl  Cinkinsan,  Bst|.^  Pt«flid«l^  &TJke  Hatter-' 
able  The  Supreme  Stdcntive  CounciL  .  n 


Indian  Comm*b3  to  Pjass*  BicjinrBONy,  1 1[85* 

Fort  Molntosb,  JanV  16, 1785.    ' 
Sir,  .      ^ 

Opportunities  to  Ph^IaidelpUa  verj^selaom  offer^  and  indeed  the 
present  is  an  uncertaipa  one,  we  therefore  hope  this  will  apologiie  for 
our  eommunioatibns  not  being  more  frequent. 

W^;now.baye  the  bc||ior  of  informing  your  Ezoellenoy  that  q^ 
liusiness  wears  a  ver/promisinA  aqpect.  .  Tb^  Wiandotts  and  1|he 
aevcral  Tribes  of  tWjOellware  Nation  witb  whom  alone  we  .Mr#.t<| 
iiegociate,'(for  the  Sha^iiaiese  .hate  nQ.elaimp-he.ve,  aj{;reed  ta.  opr 
proposalsi  and  aa  soon  ae  peace  sbaU  be  established;  which  we  dc«b4» 
•  See  page  S98. 
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liofc^  Ike  OMbioettlaV  OooiQiiiiioiieH  viU  effettlia  a  fefrdftjrt,  wo 
shall  hare  oar  Deed  eKeratad  in  due  kgal  htm  for  tbe  ^npvMhaaei 
LatMb  i^itUtt  the  aokiiowbdgtd  limits  of  PenniylTMiso* 
.  Deiifoiis  <rf  fetaf ning  to  JPhilsdelpfaia  to  make  •  iiial  Biepori  of 
mr  polQtoditgs  to  jonr  ExoeUeney  and  the  HoooEable  Oovnoil,  «• 
shall  use  all  possible  diligenee  in  bringing  «pr  negoeiationi  fea  s 
•doie.  We  hkvtt  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  fiaoellency^s  aos4  obedi^nl 

and  Terjiiumble  servants, 

SAM'L  J.ATLEH, 
FBAN'S  JOHNSTON. 
Z)imtf«^,-MPaUio  Bervioe. 

His  Eloelleney,  John  DickinBOOi  Eaqr.«  PMsideni  in  OonaeiL 
Philadelphia. 

Thos.  McKbait  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1T85. 

i  Philadelpbis;  JantiMry  17tk,  1785. 

Sir, 

A  certain  Abraham  Bare  ft  son  of  John  Bare,  awortbj  eitiien 
ol  Laneaster  eonntyy  ibonb  the  month  of  Janoary,  1778,  being  then 
Ik  very  young  man^  wae  sedaoed  by  a  tiattor  to  assist  him  in  oonvey* 
ing  several  Hessian  prisoners  of  war  from  Laneaster  to  this  City^ 
and  for  reward  delivering  them  up  to  General  Sir  William  Howe. 
As  soon  as  this  traffick  was  diseovered,  Jndgd  Atlee  issued  his 
warrant  to  apprehend  them,  but  they  fled,  and  took  refdge  with  the 
British  army.  However  a  short  time  previous  to  their  evaonation 
of  the  city,  Bare  left  them,  was  attainted  of  treason  by  a  proclama- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Bzecutive  Council,  and  his  estate  was  sold  by 
the  Agents fer  Ibrfisited  estates^  since  this  he  has  lurked  in  secret 
places  in  the  back  counties,  in  constant  dread  of  the  hand  of  jttstiee. 
"  J«dge  Atlee  has  lately  iiiformed  me  that  he  is  felly  satisfied,  this 
man  has  become  a  sincere  penitent.  In  <M>nsideration  of  whidi,  he- 
joins  with  me  in  recommending  him.  as  an  object  worthy  of  the 
humanity  and  mercy  of  Tonr  Excellency  and  the  Council^  and  in 
interceding  kit  a  pardon  for  his  pei«0D,  <'  that  he  may  live  And  not 
die.''  I  have  the  honor  tp  be, 

with  the  most  perfect 
Esteem,  Sir,  Yo.ur 
Excellence's  most 
"'  '  '  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 
Pfrecftd,  TflOS.  McKBAN.f    . 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  ftc,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

■^f  This   deed  was  signed*  JantUiry  21,  1785;    see  this  and  ill  otfcer 
dbeuBMttts  reUtlBg  to  this  purehasein  the  JToumals  ef  Assembly,  ttbrymrTf* 
—April,  1786.    Note  to  Smith's  Laws.  YoL  U.,  p.  128. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  818. 
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Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Delbgates  in  Gonorbss,  1785. 

In  ConDctl;  JaDaary  18th^  1785. 
Sir, 

We  have  reeeived  yoar  Leiter  of  the  14tb,  A  are  very  much 
obliged  to  joq  for  the  IntelligeDce  eonvejed  in  it,  ft  for  the  atteniioa 
joa  have  had  to  the  Interest  of  your  Native  Land. 

We  have  desired  Mr.  Henry  fnlly  to  eotnmnnioate  to  yon,  the 
Information  we  have  given  him  upon  the  snbjeot ;  and  we  hope  they 
are  snch  as  will  afford  yon  great  satisfaotiony  and  eonvinoe  you  that 
Pennsylvania  has  been  more  offended  against  than  offending  in  this 
tronblesome  Business.  With  sincere  wishes  for  your  Happiness^  and 
with  high  Esteem, 

I  am  sir,  your 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed f 

The  Honorable  Hugh  Williams,  Escjjuire,  Delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  New  York. 


Prxb.  Dickinson  to  P&bs.  of  Congbbss,  1785. 

In  Council,  January  18th,  1785. 
Sir, 

On  the  20th  of  last  Month,  we  bad  the  honor  of  addres^ng  a 
Letter  to  you  enclosing  copies  of  a  Law  of  this  State,  entitled  '*  An  __ 
Act  to  carry  into  immediate  Effect  tbe  Resolutions  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  for  adjasting  tbe  claims  of  individuals 
of  tbb  CommoDwealtb  against  the  said  United  States,"  &  of  £eso* 
lotions  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  the  same  subject. 

We  requested  an  early  determination  of  Congress  upon  the  Basi- 
Bess ;  and  while  we  trust  that  Congress  will  do  justice  to  tbe  re- 
spectful deference  for  them,  which  induces  us  earnestly  to  wish  thai 
they  may  appoint  the  additional  Commissioners,  we  also  confide  that 
they  will  consider  the  situation  in  which  wc  are  placed  by  delaj^ing 
the  execution  of  a  Law,  &  will  therefore  think  our  Conduct  very  proper 
in  repeating  our  Request. 

We  were  informed  last  Saturday,  that  application  has  been  made  to 
Congress  on  behalf  of  Claimers  of  Lands  within  this  State, — the 
Jurisdiction  over  which  was  lately  claimed  by  the  State  of  Connect 

*  Respecting  Letter  from  Goyernor  Conn.,  to  Congress  Deo.,  24,  1784  ;  ft 
resolutions  of  Assembly.  Complaints  of  Persons  by  settlers,  see  H.  W*s 
leiter  in  Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  287 ;  and  see  CoL  Reo.  XIV.,  p.  817. 
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tiont^  for  a  Gonrt  to  be  appointed  to  try  their  pritate  Bigbt  of 
soil' 

The  Recess  of  the  General  Assembly  at  this  time  who  cannot 
meet  till  the  fint  of  n^t  mouth,,  and  several  other  circumstances 
will  pat  it  oat  of  oar  power  to  have  this  matter  brought  before 
OoBi^ees  in  a  proper  manner  sooner  than  about  the  middle  of 
Febraarj.  We  therefore  hope  that  no  Measures  will  be  adopted  in 
this  important  affiiir,  untill  this  Commonwealth  is  prepaxed  to  offer 
her  Bepresentations  to  Oongrees  upon  it. 

lam  with  great  esteem.  Sir, 
your  £zoelIene/s  most 

obedient  bumble  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direetedf 
Hb  Ezcellenoy;  The  President  of  Congresi. 


Pbjss.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congbbss,  1785. 

In  Gouucil^  January  18th^  1785, 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  20th  of  last  month^  we  wroto  to  you  concerning  the  late 
Act  &  Resolution  of  Assembly  for  adjusting  claims  of  Indiyiduals 
against  the  United  States,  earnestly  requesting  your  exertions,  to 
obtain  an  appointment  of  the  additional  Gommissbners  by  Coo- 
gress;  as  the  Assembly  is  soon  to  mcet^  &  the  pressure  of  affairs  calls 
for  a  ^edy  Decision  of  the  BusinesSi  we  now  think  it  oar  Duty  to 
repeat  our  Request,  assuring  you,  that  the  Decision  cannot  be 
delayed  without  rery  disagreeable  consequences. 

We  now  inclose  several  papers  relating  to  the  Olaims  and  Oondaci 
of  the  persons  pretending  Right  to  the  I^nds  at  &  near  to  Wyoming, 
&  the  proceedings  of  this  State  thereon,  being  informed  that  appli- 
cation  baa  been  made  to  Congress  for  a  Court  to  be  appointed  under 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation!  to  try  the  private  Right  of 
soil. 

The  late  Assembly  was  of  opinion,  that  those  persons  were  not 
entitled  to  such  a  Court;  and  therefore  it  seems  proper,  that  the 
appointment  in  this  case  should  be  contested.  Two  Gentlemen  d 
the  Iaw  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Bradford  were  employed  as  agento  among 
other  things,  to  dispute  that  point.  They  repaired  to  Annapolis,  s 
appeared  there  on  the  28th  of  last  June,  a<$oording  to  the  preceding 
BesolatioM  of  Oongrees ;  but  no  person  was  there  to  Act  on  Behalf 
of  Connecticut  or  the  Claimants.  It  is  impossible  in  any  very  short 
time  to  send  those  gentlemen  to  New  York  properly  prepared.  Be- 
apect  for  the  Oeneral  Assembly  dictates  that  their  Sentiments  on  this 
very  important  Business  should  be  known  and  regarded;  and  we  tre 
♦  See  page  861K 
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pertimdMl,  that  Mb  State  cannot  fnlly  offer  Repreaentatione  eren 
againat  the  appointment  of  the  Conrt  nntill  about  the  Middle  of 
next  month. 

We  rely  on  your  prodenee  to  make  the  beet  nae  of  the  intelligenee 
now  commnnioated  to  yon.  The  first  point,  is  to  preyent  any 
atep  being  taken  by  Congress  in  the  matter,  nntill  the  sentiments 
of  the  LegislatiTe  braneh  can  be  known.  If  this  delay  cannol^  be 
obtained,  we  desire  yon  to  gtye  ns  the  earliest  notice  of  the  Day 
fixed  by  Gongrese  for  appdntin^  a  Ooart,  that  we  may  prerui  npon 
Hesara.  Wilson  ft  Bradford,  if  it  be  possible  for  them  to  attend. 

Duty  to  ourselves  requires  us  to  shew  and  candour  will  induce 
even  the  State  of  Gonneetiout  to  acknowledge,  that  tho'  several 
violent  and  outrageous  acts  have  been  committed  by  individuals  of 
this  State;  yet  that  auch  acts  were  not  more  opposed  to  Justice  and 
humanity  than  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Authority  and  Laws 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  inclosed  paper  will  shew  the  uniform  Lenity  of  this  (Govern- 
ment and  in  many  instances  their  extreme  anxiety  to  bring  the 
Connecticut  Claimants  into  an  affectionate  confidence  upon  ita  die* 
positions  and  its  laws. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  these  endeavours  have  been  so 
uniformily  treated  with  insolence  and  neelect  by  the  People,  they 
were  intended  to  relieve  and  attach,  and  that  we  should  have  it  in 
our  power  to  oppose  so  many  facts  authenticated  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  to  their  feeble  unsupported  professions  of  Loyalty  and 
obedience. 

A  late  outrage  mentioned  in  the  deposition  inclosed  from  which 
it  appears  that  they  have  plundered  Men,  Women  and  ChildreUi 
indiscriminately  and  obliged  near  600  people  to  fly  from  their  homes 
and  seek  a  precarious  subsistence  in  the  Neighbouring  Counties,  is  so 
alarming  and  unaccountable  in  its  nature  as  to  induce  a  belief  in 
this  Board  that  the  system  of  Lenity  which  they  have  hitherto  pur- 
Bued,  is  no  longer  calculated  to  promote  either  the  honor  or  happi- 
ness of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am;  Gentlemen,  with  great  Regard, 

Yours  obedient  and  very  humble  sorvanti 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


Pbbs.  Digeihbon  to  Jambs  Wilson,  1786. 

In  Council;  January  20th;  1785. 
Sir, 

As  yon  have  been  appointed  one  of  the  agents  for  managing  the 
Dispute  oonoeming  the  private  Right  of  soil  to  the  Lands  on  tha 

*  See  list  of  docnmcnts,  &o.,  sent    Col.  Bee,  YoL  XIY,  pp.  S18-^21. 
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Sfuquahttiiiiali,  tbe  Jnrk^tion  over  whiob  wis  btely  in  Cantroteny 
between  this  State  &  the  State  of  ConDeotieut,  we  think  it  proper  to 
inform  you,  that  application  has  been  made  to  Oongreos  ainoe  their 
adjoarament  to  New  York,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Coott  nnder 
the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation^  to  try  the  said  Right 

Understanding  that  you  propose  to  be  at  New  York  in  the  ooorae 
of  the  next  week,  We  desire,  that  you  will  employ  all  the  Mease 
in  yonr  Power,  to  preyent  any  step  being  taken  in  the  Boeineas, 
untill  the  general  assembly  meet  on  the  first  of  next  month,  and 
they  can  be  consulted  upon  it. 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  will  give  you  all  the  Intelligenoe  on 
the  subject,  which  we  have  communicated  to  them;  but  it  will 
require  considerable  time  to  collect  Documents,  &  have  them  Copied, 
in  order  to  be  fully  prepared  to  make  proper  BepresentatioDS  la 
Behalf  of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  late  assembly  were  dearly  of  opinion,  that  the  Claimaate 
.were  not  entitled  to  such  a  Court  as  has  bepn  mentioned,  i  we 
apprehend,  no  appointment  ought  to  be  made,  nor  any  Deeieioa 
given  upon  the  Question  of  Right,  till  the  sense  of  the  preeent 
assembly  can  be  known,  &  they  can  be  heard,  if  they  judge  H 
lulvisable  to  oontrovert  the  propriety  of  an  appointment 

As  seyeral  Communications  baye  been  made  by  us  to  yon^aometiiM 
ago  upon  this  affair,  we  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  make  the  best  lue 
of  them  &  of  those  you  may  receive  from  the  Delegates  for  main- 
taining  the  Honor  &  Interests  of  the  State. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir.  your  most  obe'dt  H'ble  Ser?*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 

To  James  Wilson,  Esquire. 


Maitaqers  op  thb  Statb  Lottbrt  to  Council,  1785. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council^  The  Managers  of 

the  State  Lottery, 
Most  respectfully  represent. 

That  they  have  taken  all  possible  means  to  avajl  themselftf  ^ 
the  late  encouragement  given  by  the  Assembly  for  promoting  the 
sale  of  tickets  in  the  said  Lottery ;  all  which  hitherto  have,  aodtf 
the  managers  believe,  will  prove  abortive,  unless  a  day  is  fixed  wbea 
the  drawing  shall  absolutely  commence. 

That  they  are  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  by  the  repeated  app 
cations  made  for  information  on  that  subject,  and  the  almost  daily 
declarations  of  numbers  who  incline  to  become  adventurers,  ^^ 
they  will  not  purchase  tickets  until  it  shall  be  knowit  when  tba 
drawing  will  begin. 
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Tbe  maiiageTB  therefore  beg  kard  to  prepose  to  tbe  Honorabto 
Ooooei),  tbat  Monday,  tbe  seeood  day  of  May  next,  be  fixed  for  the 
oommeDoement  of  the  drawing  of  tbe  Brst  class. 

M:  HTLLEGA8,  ") 

B.  FULLER,  V  Managers. 

MATTH  CLAKKSONJ 

State  Lottery  Offiee^  January  26,  1785.* 


Hov.  John  Jay  Seo't  of  Forbion  afvaias  to  Pees. 
Dickinson,  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Office  for  foreign  Affairs, 

New  York,  Jan'y  29th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  Honour  of  transmitting  to'  your  Ezceiry  official 
Extracts  tfbm  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  the  sixenth  day  of  May, 
and  of  twenty-first  day  of  Deo'  last.  The  first  certifies  my  appoint- 
ment to  be  '<  Secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 
Department  of  foreign  Affiiira''  and  the  second  my  having  accepted 
that  Place  and  taken  the  oath  of  Offioe.  The  latter  happened  only 
two  days  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress  from  Trenton  to  meet 
at  this  Place  on  the  11th  Instant. 

The  Removal  of  the  offioe  from  there  here,  and  the  time  neces- 
sarily employed  in  preparing  accommodations  for  it,  and  putting 
things  in  order  for  Business,  delayed  its  being  opened  before  yester- 
day, and  will  account  for  my  not  having  sooner  requested  the  Honor 
of  your  Correspondence. 

Permit  me  to  observe.  Sir,  that  it  is  part  of  my  duty  '^  to  corres- 
''  pond  with  the  Governors  or  Presidents  of  all  or  any  of  the  United 
^  States,  affording  them  such  information  from  his  Department  as 
"  may  be  useful  to  their  States  or  to  the  United  States,  stating 
'^  Complaints  that  may  have  been  urged  against  the  Government  of 
'^  any  of  the  said  States  or  the  Subjects  thereof  by  the  Subjects  of 
^*  foreign  Powers,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  agreeably  to  tbe  Laws 
''  of  sueh  State  Or  the  charge  proved  to-be  groundless,  and  the  Honor 
^  of  the  Government  vindicated.'' 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  your  ExcelFy  the  infiuence 
of  our  domestic  affairs  on  our  foreign,  their  intimate  connexion 
with  each  oth^,  and  how  necessary  it  is  that  they  who  aie  ooneerned' 
in  conducting  the  latter  should  be  accurately  informed  of  the  State 
of  the  former. 

These  Considerations  lead  me  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  afford  me  from  time  to  time  sueh  Intelligence  on  this  Head 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  824, 
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as  yon  may  deem  important^  and  parUoalarlj  that  yoa  woqM  be  w 
obligiog  a«  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Laws  of  year  State  aow  in 
force,  and  also  copies  of  enoh  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  puBed. 
Cases  may  happen  in  which  a  reference  to  these  Laws  will  be 
indispensable,  and  for  that  and  other  Reasons  I  am  anxious  that  the 
Office  for  foreign  affiurs  shonkl  have  a  compleat  Collection  of  tbem. 
Whatever  Bzpence  may  be  occasioned  by  it,  shall  be  immediitely 
paid  ottt  of  the  monies  prorided  for  the  contingent  Ezpenoes  of  the 
Office 

Your  Excellency  may  rely  on  my  punctuality  in  commanieating 
to  you  whatever  Intelligence  my  Department  may  afford  that  may 
be  useful  for  you  to  know. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's 

Most  Obd*  &  very  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  JAY  * 

Directed, 
'  To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylvaoia. 


By  tiie  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

-  May  7th  1784. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  being  this  Day  informed  by  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last 
from  Doctor  Franklin  that  Mr.  J.  Jay  proposed  to  embark  ^oc 


Ballots  being  taken : 

Mr.  John  Jay  was  elected  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs^  haviog 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 

I  do  farther  certify  that  the  said  John  Jay,  esquirei  having  oo  Ae 
2lst  day  of  December,  178 »,  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  &  oath  of 
Office  befor  the  hon'ble  Isaac  Smith,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  a  certificate  of  the  eame  Ib 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  in  CoiigT«* 
assembled. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  See'/. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  86«. 


PSNNSYLYANIA  ABCHIVBS  17851 


408 


|l 

P    ^    91 

1 

CJt3 

,       tS  *Dl  "TJ 

£ 

1 

5* 

ft 
a? 

1 

o 

1 

5  ■!;-> 

II 
1'^ 

- 

^  1  Captflin» 

Lieut.    G(»l, 

s 

^ 

^   1     MrUtiTlUDt. 

coram*dt. 

_p 

o' 
a 
:; 

<^ 

i 

EL  . 
P   1 

Co 

^  j  bifrjiiuuid,       ^ 

i 

8 

I 

„i  — 

CapUina. 

p: 

Co 

^     Corporftlp- 

■ha     1       M  *^ 

Lieutennnta. 

» 

OS    Bontbmrdiera. 

fid     1      M  ^  N-1 

Euiigns. 

60 

qa    Oonoeri. 

'          • 

CbaplidD. 

^ 

u 

,e    Br'M&Fifr^e 

^1          *    - 

Qu'r.  MaatV. 

» 

^     MBtroBsea, 

-1 

Paj  Mafltfir. 

Total  Includ- 
ing Noti-Com. 

^.1 

Surgeon. 

-) 

Mat«, 

s 

-1 

Q'r.  M'r.  Serj. 

p 

t&  I     to  lAb  B 

Setjeanta- 

HA 

t^     W  unt.  iit  Cooi. 

&     1      t^  Ifl  N^ 

Dr^ra  &  Fifra, 

1 

i^ 

Preaent  fit  for 

C3 

^  ^  1^ 

O  cn  Cn 

dutj. 

1 

to 

OJ  ^  en 

Slok  i^reaoat. 

»l  »            1 

Sick  absent. 

-1          -     [ 

On  Extr.  Ser. 

Pp      1 

oo 

o*  ffi  en 

Total    includ, 
ing  Noti-Com. 
Officera     & 

g-  3.  ^  s-  7  =?  i  'S 
If     ^    SS' s-  ; 

?^ 

Cfi  tw  <i3l 

mumo. 

tcl    bo                1 

8eQe»TitH. 

If 

-1      -   1 

llrVs^Fifrs. 

c£  1    en  3)'  ca       1 

KMik  &  Fili^ 

?? 

3 

* 

if 

s* 

k|    ?  'El 

1 

n 

3    |l   -    II 

■ 

n 

-*    r:s   1    k 

'3 

r? 

5  :^  ^  ii* 

5    fi       S    gs 

1 

3'  1 

s. 

'^^ 

N-  f 

^        ^             Ss       P   5 

s-  ? 

3       S^          «      bS 

5      s    i? 

g^ 

?  4? 

'  J  i 

f 

J*  o 

if 


w 


o 

i 

3 

to 

O 
H 

n 


OQ 


o 

O 

S 

H 
OQ 

I 

Q 


I 

H 


H 

QQ 


2S 


404  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIYBS  1785. 


FiBLD  Officbbs  klbctbd  for  Nobthumbbrland  Couktt, 

1786. 

Return  of  the  Field  Officers  Elected  fc^r  Northumberland  Coaniji 
Militia,  with  their  Rank  of  Batt-. 

1  Ti  tf«  i  Peter  Hosterman,  Lieu*  Col., 
1  uatt  I  chriatophcr  Getting,  Major. 
^  j  James  Morrow,  Lieu*  Col., 

'[James  McMaughin,  Major, 
o  J     Wyoming  district,  no  election  held  on 

I  Account  of  the  disturbances  at  that  place. 
.  (  William  Hempbum,  L*  Col., 

\  John  ChalAsm,  Major. 
.  (  John  Kelly,  Lieu*  Col., 

(  Thomas  Foster,  Major. 

I  do  hereby  cerXifie  the  above  account  to  be  just, 

W-  WILSON,  Deut. 

Commissions  made  out  according  to  the  foregoing  Return,  dated 
!•*  of  May,  1783.     [7] 
Directed^ 

Brigadier  General  John  Armstrong. 


David  Mbad  to  Council,  1785.  ' 

Wiomin^  February  6«*,  1785. 
Gentlemen : 

I  lament  that  I  have  occasion  to  address  you  on  the  afiair  of  this 
unhappy  part  of  the  State.  I  have  delayed  writing  until  all  hopes 
of  establishing  any  kind  of  order  is  vanished — it  is  true  that  irregu* 
larities  have  been  committed  by  many  of  the  Pennsylvanians  against 
the  Connecticut  Claimants,  but  great  Care  has  been  taken  that  the 
Offenders  are  generally  prosecuted  with  severity,  and  the  Courts  of 
Justice  are  yet  open — And  unwearied  pains  have  been  taken  to  con- 
vince those  Claimants  of  the  determined  Honor  and  Justioe  of  the 
State  to  afford  them  every  restitution  in  the  reach  of  the  Law — Bat  all 
to  no  purpose — who  have  descended  to  commit  almost  every  kind  of 
disorder,  and  bid  defiance  tq  Government,  so  that  the  exercise  of  the 
Civil  authority  is  altogether  impracticable ;  they  have  appi*  two  or 
three  Committees  to  transact  different  kinds  of  business  for  the  pio- 
motion  of  their  designs ;  they  have  formed  their  Militia,  appoia^ 
Field  and  other  Officers  in  contempt  of  the  state — many  inoffeDi^^ 
families  are  now  under  orders  immediately  to  move  away,  or  tb^ 
effects  to  be  made  a  Reprisal  of.    Therefore,  as  a  Citiien  and  Servant 
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t>f  Oovarnment,  I  am  obliged  to  dttm  your  protection  and  snpport, 
and  amy  in  the  mean  timoi  Oentlemen, 

with  the  .greatest  Reepeety 

Yonr  most  humble  Servant, 

DAVID  MEAD. 

N.  B.'— The  inoloeed  deposition  of  the  Bhawnese  township  Oon- 
•taUe,'*'  who  was  Bleoted  bj  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Townabip,  in 
oonseqnenoe  of  an  order  issoed  bj  M'  Martin  and  mjself,  which  was 
moal  likely  to  take  with  the  People^  and  remoTe  doobts  than  other- 
wise; so  that#D¥ery  Endeatonr  seems  fmitless — ^the  constable  of 
Stoke  Township  is  now  out  of  the  plaoe,  who  made  report  some  days 
age  nearly  corroborating  with  this  deposition,  bnt  not  taken  in  foroit 
therefore  Omitted.  However,  the  Express  can  give  some  Inform^tio«| 
who  is  a  Gentleman  of  Oandor  and  ddiberation.  D.  M.f 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  president. 


Wm.  Hbkbt  and  Joseph  Oabdkbk  to  Pbbs.  Dickiksoh, 

1785. 

(Copy.) 

New  York,  PeV'  7%  1785. 
Sir, 

The  Wioming  dispnte  rests  at  present,  and  we  hope  will  do  so  for 
some  time— we  have  seen  M'  Wilson  and  rec'  by  him  some  additional 
papers  to  those  broaght  on  by  M'  Hervy,  relating  to  that  unhappy 
dispute. 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  upon  year  Ezc'ys  letter,  with  y* 
inolosnres,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  additional  Comm**  for 
settling  k  adjosting  the  aoo**  of  the  Citisens  of  Penn*  against  the 
United  States,  remaini  undetermined  until  a  report  is  brought  in  to 
pievent  frauds  supposed  to  be  practised  by  some  persons  having  un- 
settled aco^,  and  stated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Denning,  Gomm'  in  this 
state,  which  we  hope  will  be  made  to  morrow. 

The  first  report,  as  brought  in,  and  which  we  have  reason  to  believe 
will  pass,  comes  up  fully  to  the  Idea  of  the  Legislature  as  expressed 
in  the  act,  and  we  hope  they  will  see  the  propriety  of  a  further  sus- 
pension of  the  operation  of  that  Law  rather  than  suffer  the  state  to 
DC  reproached  with  an  unfoederal  measure,  especially  as  the  objects 
of  it  can  suffer  very  little  by  a  delay  of  a  weei^  or  10  days,  and  per- 
haps not  half  that  time. 

We  are,  with  due  respect, 

Tout  Exo'ys  very  humble  serv**, 

WILL-  HENRY, 
JOS.  GARDNER 
His  Exo'y  the  Pxesident  of  Penn'. 
*  Not  found.  t  See  OoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  ^8. 
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Col.  Jos.  Habhib  to  Prbs.  DioKiKsoKy  17S5. 

Fort  Holntoeh^  February  8thj  1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addreanng  your  Ezcellenoy  ft  the  Honorable 
Oooiioil  on  the  15th  ult,  indomoff  a  return  of  the';  PoDUBylvanii 
troops  in  the  Swrice  of  the  United  SUtes,  dated  the  1*<  ulf. 

Ineloeed,  your  Ezoellency  will  be  pleaaed  to  xeoetTe  another 
monthly  retnm  of  the  Troopsi  dated  the  l*^  instant.  ^ 

The  honorabUs  the  State  Gommissionersi  Colonel  AUee  &  Gcdonel 
Johnston,  by  this  time,  I  imag^e,  must  haTe  arrifed  at  Philadelphia, 
by  whom  your  Eze'y  &  the  Honorable  Gouneil  will  hear  of  the 
Satisfaotory  Conclusion  of  the  Treaty  with  the  Indiana  at  this  post 
This  Gkrrison  is  at  length,  by  hard  fatigue  of  the  troops,  put  in 
tolerable  order.  I  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  your  Exoellenoy  &  the 
Honorable  Council,  that  unless  some  person  is  directed  to  remain 
here,  that  immediately  upon  my  marching  from  hence,  it  will  be 
demolished  by  the  Emigrators  to  Kentucky. 

Previous  to  our  arrival,  they  had  destroyed  the  gates,  drawn  all 
the  Nails  from  the  roofs,  taken  off  all  the  boards,  &  plundered  it 
of  every  Article. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  (for  the  benefit  of  the  State)  to  your 
Ezoellency  ft  the  Honorable  Oound},  to  adopt  some  mode  for  its 
preservation,  otherwise  immediately  upon  our  leaving  it,  it  will  again 
go  to  ruin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  ft  respect, 

Your  Ezcellency'a  &  The  Honorable 

Council's  most  hble.  ft  obedt  Serv*, 
JOS.  HAEMAR 
L*  Col.  Com*  !•*  Am»  Reg*.* 
Vireeifd, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  ft  the  Honora- 
ble The  Supremo  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 
^  Honor'd  ^  Capt.  E.  BuUer. 


Sbcr't  Armstrong  to  CoMinTTSB  of  Merchants,  1T85. 

Secretary's  office,  10th  Feb-^  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your  memorial  of  the  Instant,  I  have  the 
directions  of  Council  to  inform  you,  that  they  are  entirely  persuaded 
of  the  many  advantages  which  ^would  follow  the  construction  of  a 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  856,  873. 
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BWBbef  rf  tiev  pien  in  tbd  iiTer  Delaware  &  that  nnder  the  iiiCixenee 
of  ihia  peiBWUNOB  they  had  aome  time  before  the  date  of  yoot 
meBorial  oonBalled  the  Wardens  of  the  port  npon  the  anbjeoty  and 
left  to  their  consideration  &  replj  the  following  Qvestionay  vii. :  In 
what  places  the  piers  were  to  be  fixed*  The  number  proposed. 
How  many  ships  each  were  intended  to  protect,  &  the  Ezpenee,  as 
nearly  as  it  could  be  estimated.  These  were  points  which  Council 
wished  to  have  determined  before  thoy  ventured  upon  the  expenditure 
of  the  poblio  money. 

I  am  Oentlemen, 

w^  the  greatest  respect, 
your  most  obed  serr't. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec> 


SfiCE'r  ARMSTRONa  TO  JoHH  Jat,  Sbcr't  ftc,  1785. 

Secretary's  off ce,  Philad%  10th  FeVy,  1785. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  a  late  ordor  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,*  t 
have  thebonor  to  transmit  to  your  office  a  copy  of  all  the  laws  made 
by  the  Gen.  Assembly,  of  the  commonwealth  since  the  rcTolatien : 
and  am,  Sir, 

With  the  highest  respeot, 

Your  most  obedient, 

&  very  humble  servant. 

JN«  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Secr'y. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable  John  Jay,  Esqr.  Secretary  of  Foreign  aSaira, 
New  York. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Spbaebr  of  Asssmbly,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  February  11«,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  subjects  we  conversed  upon  last 
night,  the  appointment  of  Delegates  and  the  Determination  of  th« 
Assembly  respecting  the  Disposal  of  the  old  Prison,  workhouse  ft 
Lot 

It  ie  the  wish  of  Go«ndl,  that  the  House  would  revise  the  act 
passed  in  1705  for  bailing  of  Prisoners  ft  as  the  allowance  for  ^mo- 
ners  therein  mentioned  still  continues,  ft  from  the  increased  Price  of 
Bread  is  certainly  insufficient. 

The  sheriff  of  Montgomery  county  has  represented,  that  there  is 

'    «See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  066. 
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■0  Pilwm  yet  bnh  in  that  Qomty,  ft  therefore  roqneati,  tfaei  he  mrf 
be  periDittod  to  eeoure  hie  prieoneni  in  the  Ghw>l  of  thie  eitjr  ft  eoaiity. 
It  is  the  desire  ef  Goaneil  thei  provirion  should  be  msde  aoeordingly 
by  thsB  Legishiofe* 

I  dSBy  rfr,  with  firach  esteem, 

Yoar  most  obedient  end  very 
humble  serrant. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direetedj 
Honble  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 


JSXTRACT  OF  LBTTBB  FROM  MiKISTBB  OF  UnITBD  NbTHBR- 
LANDd,   1785. 

Copy. 

Paragraph  of  a  Letter  to  an  eminent  Dutoh  Merchant  in  London. 

Philadelphia,  September  29. 

^  At  leoffth  one  of  the  secret  articles  transpires  settled  by  Mr. 
Adams  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen  free  and  independent  States  of 
America  and  the  seven  United  States  of  Holland  tIb.  :  In  ease  of  a 
rupture  betweep  the  seven  United  States  and  other  Powers  the 
States  of  America  agree  to  furnish  ten  Regiments  each  Regiment 
oonsisting  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant  colonel,  one  Major,  one 
Ga^ytain,  two  Lieutenants,  two  Ensigns,  three  Sergeants,  three 
Corporals,  two  Drums  and  ninety  privates,  to  be  transported  to  the 
Dutch  West  India  islands  or  their  settlements  on  the  Spanish  Main, 
or  to  Holland  if  required ;  and  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  of  America,  the  Dutch  have  agreed  to  furnish 
them  with  ten  ^ips  of  the  Linr:  the  rank  and  conditions  of  payment 
I  could  not  particularly  get  at.     This  information  you  may  rely  on, 

as  it  came  last  night  from  M'  7an  B 1,  the  Dutch  resident 

here.  Should  there  be  an  immediate  occasion,  the  Grand  Monsrok 
of  Germauy  wiU  find  ten  thousand  of  tbosd  daring  apiril»  wafled  to 
•the  Eastern  Continent,  who  had  presumption  enough  to  oppose  the 
disgfaeeful  and  arbitrary  measures  adopted  by  the  GoTieniment  in 
which  you  now  reside  (which  lost  them  this  Country.)  There  eve 
]>ntoh  and  other  Ships  in  this  harbotiri  sufiicient  to  receive  that 
aottiber  of  ivoflfS  in  six  weeks/' 
Jndcrud, 

February  12th,  1785.    From  the  Minister  of  the  United  S^hm- 
lands.^ 

*  See  page. 416,  and  See  CeL  Bee.,  Tel.  JOT.,  p.  804. 
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SsCK'Y  09  FO&BIGN  AnAJMB   TO   F&IS.    PiCKINSON,  1785» 

Office  for  foreign  Affairsji  15th  Feb^,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  jonr  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  which  Mr.  Be  M arbois  wrote  me  on  the  10th  Instant  and  of 
an  anonyaema  Letter  wkieh  he  incloa'd  in  it. 

Altho'  anonymous  Letters  seldom  merit  much  atteiitioni  yet  as  I 
received  it  from  a  public  Minister,  and  as  it  relates  to  an  affair  which 
has  caused  great  uneasiness,  I  think  it  adviseable  to  transmit  it  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  wi€h  great 
Seapect  and  Esteem  your, 

Excellencys  most  ob'  and  very  h'ble  Serv*. 

JOHN  JAY.* 
IHreeted, 

His  ExceUeaay  the  President  of  the  eveootive  Go«Mil  of  Pett* 
aylvaAia. 


I  hare  the  Honor  to  transmitt  to  Mr.  Jay  an  anonymous  Letter 
which  I  received  by  yesterday's  Post.  I  am  very  doubtful  whether 
it  has  been  written  with  good  Intentiom.  Such  as  it  is  I  thought 
proper  to  communToate  to  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  for  foreign 
Affairs. 

(Signed,)         DB  MABfiOIS. 

New  York;  10th  February,  1785. 

AiroNmovfl  usttbr  to  Mohs.  Dm  Masboib,  1786. 

Traoeletion. 
Sir, 

My  attachment  to  you  &  the  public  good  induce  me  to  give  you 
warning  that*you  cannot  return  here  with  any  degree  of  security. 
The  friends  of  Longchamps  are  outrageous  on  account  of  the  Steps 
which  lAiey  say  yen  are  taking  against  him.  It  is  said  that  if  yon 
ahould  return,  they  are  resolved  to  take  violent  measures  against 
youy  ft  he  himsdif  Uireatens  to  be  revenged  upovyou  in  an  exemplary 
nanner  as  soon  as  he  is  set  at  liberty.  I  thmk  that  yon  wiU  do  weQ 
in  neglecting  no  precaution  to  secure  you  from  his  designs ;  I  beg  yon 
wiU  oonsider  that  this  man  hath  nothing  to  lose,  that  he  luui  no 
meaaa  of  anbeietenoe,  k  that  hia  debts  far  nxneediBg  the  valoe  el  hia 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIY.^  p.  808. 
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Wife's  property,  he  is  ripe  for  any  the  most  desperate  nndertakiDg. 
I  do  not  sifftt  this,  not  wishing  to  expose  myself  to  the  resentment 
of  those  who  have  commanioated  their  schemes  to  me,  under  an 
injanctioB  of  seereoy. 

I  am  with  profound  respect 

ioif  yoar  most  hamble  & 

most  obedient  ser?anty 
A  true  Translation, 

PETER  S,  DUPONCBAU, 
Sworn  Interpreter. 


Comm'rs  oif  Inbun  affairs  to  Pris.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Bit, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ezcellenoy  and  the  Hon'ble  Counoily 
that  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affidrs  have  in  thefar  possession  some 
horses  w'h  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  to  accommo- 
date themselves  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  late  Indian 
Treaties. 

Aa  considerable  expences  will  attend  their  beins  kept  at  a  liveiy 
Stable  (which  is  the  case  at  present,)  I  should  be  glad  Council  wouM 
be  pleased  to  instruct  me  what  to  do  with  them. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  oh* 

&  very  H'ble  Servant 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON.* 

Phflad'a,  FeVy  16th,  1785. 
Direciedf 

To  His  Sxosllencys  John  IXokinson,  Esquire,  President  m 
Council. 


Council  to  DsLEaAXES  in  Conqrbss,  1785. 

In  Council, 

February  17th,  1786* 
Gentlemen, 

We  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  Memorial  lately  presented  to  us  by  the 
Merchants  &  Traders  of  this  City  oonoeraing  Captuies  by  Barbary 
Corsairs. 

The  Matter  la  of  so  much  Moment,  that  we  desire  yoo  will 
immediatsly  brmg  it  befove  Congress,  &  endeavour  to  hav»  tte 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  S60. 
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moflt  proper  Measures  adopted  for  preyenting  the  mischiofs  thai  are 
apprehended. 

Toar  obe't  &  veiy  hnmhle  Servant* 
Directedf 
To  The  Honorable  Delegates  of  Pennsjlvania  in  Congress. 


MbMORIAL  OV  MbRCH'TS  of  PHILABBLPHtA,   1785. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Preside  and  the  H'ble  the  Supremo  Executivo 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Merch'ts  &  Tradcn  of  the  City  of  Philad'a 
by  their  Committee : 
Bespeetftdly  Shewethi 

That  the  Capture  of  an  American  Yessell  by  the  Corsairs  of 
Barbary  gives  this  Committee  Real  &  Just  apprehensions  of  future 
depredatioui  on  our  trade  from  the  same  quarter. 

Upon  an  occasion  so  eztreamly  Important,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Committee  to  entreat  that  Councill  will  Bepresent  to  Congress  the 
Necessity  of  endeavouring  Speedily  to  conciliate  the  states  of  Bmt* 
baxy  to  us  by  presents,  as  it  is  practised  by  most  of  the  Commercial 
Nations  in  Europe,  or  by  treatys  to  be  entered  into  with  them  as 
shall  be  deemed  expedient  bv  the  Wisdom  of  that  Body. 

We  trust  the  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  Induce  Councill  to  take 
the  earlyest  apportunity  of  Laying  this  business  before  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  most 
likely  to  produce  the  Bemedy  prayed  for. 
'  Philad\  17,  February,  ^^5. 

J.  M.  NESBITT, 
THO'S  FITZSIMONS, 
J.  BOSS, 

MOBDECAl  LEWIS, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
TENCH  COXE, 
GEO.  CLYMEB, 
SAM'L  HOWELL. 
JOHN  WILCOCKS, 
ISAAC  HAZLEHUBST, 
CLEMENT  BIDDLB.t 
JHrededj 

To  His  Excell'y  the  Presid't  &  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  Oouneit 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  861.      f  Ibid. 
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Besolutiok  of  General  Assbmblt. — ^Boukdart,  bo,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsjhania  In  General  Aasemblji  1785. 
Friday  Februarj  18, 1785.  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  ta  confer  with  the  Oom- 
miasioners  &c.|  read  February  16>  was  read  the  second  time  and 
adopted  as  following  (viz.) 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  eleventh  instant  to  oonfo  with 
the  Oommissioners  elected  in  pnrsuanoe  of  the  third  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly,  adopted  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  1783, 
to  examine  the  navigation  of  the  Susqnebannai  and  to  ascertain  as 
near  as  conveniently  may  be  where  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
State  will  fM  Ac,  beg  leave  to  report 

That  the  ascertaining  of  the  Northern  boundary  of  Mb  State  ■ 
rendered  the  more  immediately  necessary  by  the  late  purchase  of  ter^- 
tpry  from  the  Indians,  and  the  design  of  opening  the  Land  Office 
for  the  Sale  of  lands  bordering  on  the  said  boundary  espeoiallj^  as 
your  committee  are  well  informed  that  the  six  nations  of  Indians 
have  appointed  one  of  their  Chiefs  to  attend  the  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  this  State  in  running  and  marking  the  said  boundary  line 
as  early  as  the  season  will  admit. 

That  on  considering  the  objects  of  the  said  resolution  of  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  1788|  your  committee  are  highly  sensible 
of  their  importance  to  the  true  interests  of  this  State,  and  as  they 
may  be  effected  by  the  same  Commissioners  without  any  considerable 
additional  expence,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  ought 
also  to  be  carried  into  execution.^ 

That  your  committee  have  conferred  with  two  of  the  said  Gom- 
missionersi  and  find  that  they  are  neariv  prepared  and  propose  to  set 
out  on  the  business  about  the  first  of  il^ril,  out  as  greater  accursoy 
seems  now  to  be  requisite  in  ascertaining  the  northern  boundary, 
than  was  formerly  in  contemplation,  a  further  supply  of  mathemati- 
cal instruments  may  be  necessary. 

Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Oommissioners  appoint^  in  pursuance  of  the 
sud  third  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  adopted 
on  the  fifteenth  of  September  1783,  be  directed  to  proceed  as  early 
as  may  be  to  execute  the  objects  of  their  appointment  so  far  as  may 
be  done  without  proceeding  up  the  Susquehanna  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State,  being  careful  to  mark  the  northern  boundary  line 
thereof  in  such  manner  as  that  the  same  may  be  readily  known  and 
understood  bv  the  Surveyors  and  settlers,  also  by  the  Indians  who 
may  approach  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be-  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  desired  to  cause  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Tressury 
of  this  State  to  the  said  Commissioners  such  sum  of  money  ta  to 
the  said  Council  shall  appear  proper  in  addition  to  what  the  said  Com- 
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misBionen  hwe  leretofore  receiyed,  for  the  purpose  of  purcIia^Dg 
mstramentBy  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  said  service 
and  also  such  sum  and  sums  as  the  said  Commissioners  or  any  of 
them  shall  respectively  require  i)n  account  of  their  pay,  not  exceed- 
ing fifhr  pounds  to  each  of  the  said  Commissioners. 
^  Besolved,  That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
this  State  lie  desired  to  inclose  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York  and  to  reauest  that  Commissioners 
on  the  part  of  that  State  may  he  appointea  to  run  and  mark  a  tem- 
porary line  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  of  this  State ;  and  "that  tbb 
Commissioners  of  this  State  be  directed  to  meet  at  the  northe^t 
corner  of  this  State,  or  Station  point  as  heretofore  Settled,  on  the 
Urst  day  of  April  next. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SSALLUS,  Asst.  Gkik 

of  the  Oenvfttl  Aasembly. 


Pki8.  Dickinson,    to  Oovbrnor  of  N.  Y.,  1786. 

In  Gouaoil,  February  10th)  1785. 
Sir, 

Wo  inclose  Besolntions  passed  yesterday  by  the  Oeneral  AssemblV 
of  this  Oommonwwlth'*  and  request  that  Commissioners  on  the  paA 
of  jour  Slate,  nay  be  appointed  to  run  &  mark  a  temporary  Linti, 
according  to  the  said  Resolutions.  The  Commissioners  on  lhe*paH; 
of  this  State  are^ 

I  am  Sir, 
yoor  most  obed.  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON.t 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Dorset  Pentecobt  to   Pres.  Dickinson,— BoiTNi)ARy, 

1785, 

PhiladelpUa,  Feby,  19th,  1785- 
Sir, 

On  applying  to  the  Regis ter  of  theXand  Office  under  olaims  to 
liands  derived  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  fiod  many  obstmotiqi^s 
in  carrying  them  through  the  different  oiDkes  of  this  State,  which.  JL 
heg  le^e  briefly  to  state  to  your  Honorable  Board. 

*Se«  page^  412.  f  si«  Col.  Rw.,  Vol.  XtV.,  p.  «6«. 

18* 
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Finty — ^The  Coantj  Surrejor  alleges  that  it  is  iraposmble  for  him 
to  execute  the  differeDt  Surveys  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  re- 
ceived from  the  Property  Board,  as  it  subjects  him  to  tedious 
Litigations  on  many  SurYeya,  too  burdensome  for  him,  and  in  a 
Great  measure  involves  his  reputation  in  the  determinations  thereof. 

Secondly, — On  my  j^roducing  to  the  Register  Sundry  receipts  for 
Composition  money  paid  to  the  Virg.  Commissioners^  appdnted  to 
settlo  the  claims  to  unpatented  Lands  and  grant  Certificates,  and 
orders  of  Surveys. — I  was  told  that  they  could  not  be  admitted  in 
bis  Office,  untill  proof  was  made  that  the  Gentleman  who  signed 
them  was  Bonifida  Clerk  to  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners.  He 
farther  observed  he  was  under  difficulty  to  determine  the  authenticity 
of  the  Orders  isbued  by  the  Commissioners,  as  he  is  not  furnished 
with  a  Copy  of  their  Uommission,  or  appointment.  He  also  men- 
tioned other  difficulties  for  want  of  some  of  the  Virginia  Laws. 

Upon  the  whole  I  find  myself  (and  others)  greatly  imbaras'd  in 
procuring  permanent  Titles  fiat  our  property,  for  which  in  the  first 
instance  wtf  risqued  the  lives  of  ourselves  and  Families,  and  in  the 
next  paid  our  money  to  the  State  of  Virginia, 

One  other  mischievous  evil  is  daily  growing.  Involving  ns  in 
deeper  difficulties,  and  subjecting  us  to  t^ioua  and  expensive  Law 
Suits.  I  mean  the  Warrants  constantly  Issuing  (or  Lands  actually 
under  Virginia  Titles.  And  the  Surveyors  can  find  no  difficulty  in 
the  Execution  of  them,  because  there  is  nothing  to  obstruct  them, 
but  the  bare  JpsB^ixitof  the  Person  claiming  under  Virginia^  fi>r  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  producing .  a  Certificate  from  the  Com- 
missioners can  have  no  weight  under  the  Idea,  oonveyed  from  the 
abo<M  state  of  this  matter. 

Your  Excellency  and  Council  being  in  my  opinion  the  only  power 
adequate  to  this  very  interesting  Subject,  and  the  willingness  yon 
have  ever  demonstrated  to  do  Justice  haa  induced  me  to  adress  you 
for  remedy  and  if  Possible  to  put  us  on  a  speedy  Equitable,  and 
certain  footing  to  ^obtain  Patants  for  those  Landls  that  haseoet  ns 
so  dear. 

I  know  this  is  a  Business  that  requires  some  attention  and  Inves- 
tigation, and  consequently  must  give  you  trouble,  and  perhaps  can- 
not at  this  stage  of  the  bussiness  be  put  on  a  footing  altogether  de- 
vested of  difficulty  and  Imbarassment,  but  permit  me  to  observe 
that  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  greater  those  ImbaTasments  will  be. 

When  your  Excellency  and  Council  reflet  how  sensibly  I  am 
(with  hundreds  of  others)  affected  with  a  delay  of  this  Bussiness, 
yon  will  I  hope  pardone  the  liberty  I  have  tsken  in  this  adress, 
especially  when  I  assure  your  Excellency  that  nothing  but  the  most 
pressing  necessity,  necessity  and  appearance  of  certain  ruin  could 
have  produced  an  application  of  this  kind,  you  will  excuse  me  tat 
entertaining  Ideas  not  ftvourable  of  some  who  to  our  misfortane 
have  influenced  this  business.  # 

If  Council  should  be  at  a  loas.te  information  on  this  subjeet,  I 
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beg  leave  to  Teoommend  an  Enquiry  at  Colos.  Ritehee  and  Gannon 
now  in  ihia  Cily,  and  Oenileaien  on  whose  veraqitj  the  ntmoat  Con- 
fidenoe  may  be  placed. 

It  ia  nnneoeaflary  as  well  as  improper  for  me  in  this  place  to  pre- 
tend a  State  different  circamatanoea  attendant  on  this  bnainesa  aa 
yonr  Hononrable  Board  can  be  fnlly  informed  from  Gentlemen  Dia- 
pationate  and  disinterested. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  Esteem  yonr  EzellenoieSi 

most  obed.  very  Hmb  Servt 

DORSET  PENTECOST. 
Direc/eifi 

Hia  Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esqnire. 


Minister  of  HolIiAkd  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1765. 

Translation. 
Sir, 

I  haye  read  with  surprize  in  Humphrey's  &  Oswald^  P^per  t^e 
paragraph,*  of  which  a  Copy  is  here  inclosed.  Altho'  the  Contents  of 
It  appear  only  to  be  ridiculous  &  contemptible^  yet  the  Liberty  which 
is  th^  taken  to  use  the  name  of  a  foreign  Minister,  in  order  to 
ffive  a  sanction  to  the  malicicys  inventions  of  some  lestloBs,  meddling 
individuals,  appears  to  me  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  cannot  think  of 
passing  it  over  in  silence.  I  think  myself  obliged,  Sir,  to  make 
representations  to  yon  on  the  subject,  &  to  submit  it  to  tha  con-  * 
sideration  &  Judgment  of  your  Ezoellencj^,  whether  Equity  and 
good  policy  do  not  require,  that  such  an  unwarrantable  act  be  duly 
punished,  and  that  government  should  take  proper  measures  to  shew 
BOW  highly  such  an  attempt  provokes  their  indignation,  that  the 
author  of  this  falshood  may  be  exposed  to  public  contempt,  &  the 
lalsity  of  the  account  he  gives,  may  be  known  every  where. 

As  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  easily  find  o^t  tbe 
proper  means  of  attaining  this  end ;  I  put  all  my  confidence  in  your 
best  Judgpient,  while  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  Esteem  ft 
consideration. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  &  most 

humble  servant, 
(Siffied,)        P.  J.  VAN  BEREKEL-t 
PhiladelphU,  20th  Feb'y,  1785. 
Direeiedf 
Hia  Excellency,  Mr.  President  Dickinson. 
A  trae  Translation  from  the  Original. 

PETER  S.  DUPGNOEAU, 
Sworn  Interpreter. 
*  See  page  406.       f  Col.  Kee.,  XIY.,  p.  864. 
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^     COMM^RS  OX  BOITNBABT  ¥0  PbB8.  DrCKIKSOK,  1785. 

Philada.,  22nd  Feb'y,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  the  proseoation  of  the  Duties  assigned  ns,  as  GommissioDers 
appointed  to  ran  the  northern  Boundary  of  this  State;  We  found 
it  necessary  to  provide  ourselves  with  a  transit  Instrument  which  we 
have  bought,  Price  Thirty  Pounds.  Please  therefore  to  Order  a 
draught  on  the  Treasurer  for  said  sum;  as  also  for  Fifty  Pounds  to 
be  c^irged  tO;  Sir, 

Ybur  most  obedient 
&  Humble  Servant| 

JOS.  MONTGOMERY* 

His  Bxcellency,  John  Dickinson^  Eaq.i  in  Council. 


DAVtB  Rimii^K  TO  PfiBS.  DiOKiKsoir,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  24th  Feb'y,  ^86. 
Honorable  Gentlemen,  • 

'  I  have  lately  received  instructions  from  the  Surveyor  Gen^l  to 
Survey  in  the  County  of  Washington,  on  Virg.  Titles,  the  dificnl- 
ties  which  I  find  in  complying  with  those  instraotions  appears  to  me 
'flo  great  as  to  render  a  complience  impracticable.  A  very  short 
experience  has  convinced  me,  that  to  attend  on  the  taking  deposi- 
tions, fte.,  considering  the  difficulty  of  getinff  witnesses  togather, 
before  a  justice  or  Majistrate,  as  well  from  tneir  being  often  wide 
Bcatered,  as  from  the  Majistrate  often  residing  far  from  the  place  of 
Action,  makes  it  in  my  humble  oppinion  an  almost  insurmountable 
part  of  my  doty ;  not  only  so,  but  if  it  could  be  even  conveniently 
done,  it  will  |;reatly  involve  me  in  mischief,  in  as  much  as  the  un- 
fortunate Claimants,  will  often  be  dispoodd  to  gather  as  much  trash 
as  may  lay  ials  Signs  of  guilt  on  me ;  this  will  happen  the  more 
certainly  in  as  much  as  many  people  are  by  no  means  oapble  of 
knowing,  when  my  duty  has  been  faiUifuUy  performed,  and  I  should 
think  it  hard  to  be  brought  fi'equently  to  Philadelphia  to  Account 
for  my  Conduct^  on  the  compl«nt  of  an  individual  when  many 
oases  might  be  such  as  to  make  it  veiy  difficult  to  me,  to  know  bow 
to  act ;  and  still  much  more  difficult  to  convince  government  as  to  my 
reasons  for  so  doing;  when  lengl9i  of  time  &  multiplicity  of  busi- 
^^m  might  not  leave  a  single  mark  of  the  trattsadion  on  my  mind. 
Another  difficulty,  of  Executing  Surveys,  at  the  time  men- 

.  »C<a.Reo.,XIV,p.a64. 
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tioned  in  the  public  notice  to  be  gi?en  agreeable  to  those  instrac- 
tiongy  the  changes  of  seasons^  as  well  as  other  unavoidable  interven- 
ing accidents  will  ojflten  prevent  its  being  punctually  complied  with ; 
and  it  is  Easey  to  see  that  one  single  accident  of  this  sort,  will 
naturally  confuse  after  business  ]  this  observation  alone  I  hope  will 
convince  your  Honorable  Board,  that  my  business  cannot  at  all  be 
carried  on  regularly,  which  alone  gives  life  &  spring  to  business, 
unless  the  whole  surveying  of  a  Township  or  the  like  could  be  done 
togather  as  it  were,  which  cannot  be,  as  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
same  district  will  be  prepared  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  somp 
of  their  neighbours.  ^ 

Another  thing  Honorable  gentlemen  would  be  of  especial  use  to 
the  inhabitanta  of  Washington  County  that  is,  to  know  what  kind 
of  Virg"  Titles  are  deemed  legal  and  valid,  for  many  of  the  people 
if  they  only  knew  their  claim  to  be  ill  founded,  would  imm6aiately 
apply  to  the  office  oL  this  State  Else  time  may  put  it  out  of  their 
power  on  the  same  favorable  Term  as  are  held  out  at  present  to 
secure  their  lands.  Honorable  Gentlemen  I  hope  to  meet  with  your 
indulgence  for  troubling  your  Board  with  so  tedious  a  letter,  if  yon 
will  believe  that  a  real  regard  to  the  good  of  public  business,  &  my 
own  future  fame  are  Reasons  which  has  prompted  me. 
I  am.  Honorable 

Oent,  your  most 

obi  Humble  Serrt., 
Direded,  DAVID  RBDICK. 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.^  Prest.,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council^  of  Pennsylvania. 


.  Sbc'y  Oha$*  Thomson  to  Prbs,  op  Council,  1786. 

(Circular.) 

New  York,  26th  February,  1785. 
Sir, 

Attempts  having  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  tp 
defiaad  the  public  by  means  of  Certificates  and  some  of  them  being 
discovered.  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  passed 
the  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

That  these  resolutions  may  have  the  desired  effect,  permit  me  to 
request  that  yon  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  having  them 
printed  without  delay  in  the  News-papers  of  your  State. 
With  great  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Tour  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt.,  v 

DirtcUd,  ,CHA.  THOMSON- 

His  Excellency^  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Wm.  Maolat  to  Prks,  Dickinsok,  1785/ 

Sunbury,  26tli  Feb'y.,  1786. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  came  to  mj  bands  a  few  days  ago,  open  as 
yon  now  receiye  it.  I  have  since  seen  David  Pricei  who  recei?ed  it 
from  the  Indians,  and  brought  it  into  the  County.  He  sajs  the 
Indians  are  in  perfect  good  humonr,  but  wish  much  for  the  running 
of  the  Line  between  us  and  them,  as  was  agreed  at  the  Treaty  in 
October  last:  By  Price's  account  they  are  well  informed  of  the 
general  direction  and  place  of  beginning  the  Line;  altho'.it  is  by  no 
means  dearly  expressed  in  their  Letter. 

As  the  Letter  came  into  my  hands  open,  and  is  of  a  publiok 
nature,  I  thought  it  best  to  forward  it  to  you,  that  OoYernanent 
might  be  informed  of  the  Contents. 

And  am,  with  the  greatest 

respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant, 

WM.  MACLAT. 
Directedj 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  &c.,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pebs-  Dickinson  to  Merchants  op  Philadklphu,  1785. 

^H^Councii,  Febuary  26, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  Receipt  of  your  Memorial  of  the  17th  inst.,*  we  that  Day 
wrote  to  our  Delegates  inclosing  a  Copy  thereof,  and  requesting  them 
immediately  to  prosecute  the  Business  in  Congress.  We  hope  their 
Exertions  will  produce  the  desired  Effect,  and  it  will  afford  us  a 
most  sincere  satisfaction,  if  the  Event  is  as  succeseful  as  yoa  wish 
it  to  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem, 

Qentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 
JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
Directed, 
The  Merchants  and  Traders,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  41  f  Col.  Rec  ,  XTV,  p.  869. 
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Sso'T  ABHSTfiova  70  Coumnr  Libvtbnants,  17d5. 

Cfrealar. 
Secretarys  Office,  Philad«,  28«*  Feb'^,  1785. 
To  laoh  of  the  Lientenants  of  GoQBties  is  ha?6  not  repotted  to 
Coonoil  the  diviaioiiB  of  their  respective  Ooanties  into  BmM^ 
distriots&o. 
Sir, 

Coaneil  have  lon^^  siDoe  expected  from  joa  a  report  of  ^'th^ 
'<  several  Battalion  distriots  into  which  the  Conntj  of 
''  has  been  divided,  the  names  of  the  townships  composing  eaeh,  ft 
the  probable  efficient  force  of  the  whole/'  Orders  for  this  purpose 
were  issued  as  early  as  the  9th  of  Deo.  1788,  and  Oouncil  are  mneh 
ftt  a  loss  to  account  for  so  great  a  delay  in  yeur  complying  with  them, 
I  have  it  now  in  command  to  report  their  directions  on  this  Snbjeot 
&  am 

Sir,  with'much  retpeot  Tours,  &o. 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y. 


Sbo't  Armstronq  to  Smith  k  Eellt,  1785. 

Secretary's  Office,  28th  Feb.,  1786. 
Sir, 

Under  the  directions  of  Council,  I  wrote  you  seme  time  since,  (on 
the  8d  of  Sept.  1784,)  informing  you,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
~  Council  that  your  appointment  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Mountjoy 
township,  was  void  in  itself,  being  founded  upon  an  election  held 
contrary  to  law,  &  directing  you  to  resign  your  commission  without 
further  delay. 

It  is  however  with  some  degree  of  astonishment  that  they  have 
seen  this  notice  of  their  wishes  treated  with  so  disrespectful  a  silence, 
and  with  still  more  surprize  have  they  heard,  that  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  them,  you  have  continued  to  exerdse  the  duties  of  an 
appointment  thus  illegally  obtained.  It  is  the  object  of  this  letter 
therefore  to  require  you  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof,  or  as 
early  thereafter  as  possible  to  transmit  your  resignatSon  of  the 
appointm*  afP*  to  this  office,  and  thus  spare  Council  the  necessity  of 
issuing  a  public  supersedeas. 

I  am  &c. 

J.  ABMSIBONQ.* 

(A  copy  of  this  letter  to  be  sent  to  W  W«  Smith,  &  W-  KeDy 
respectively.) 

*  I9ee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  4d4. 
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Jambs  Pbabsoh  to  OotrMoiL,  1785.    . 

To  the  Honorable  the  Sapreme  Execmtive  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

•  The  Gaidner  employed  to  plant  the  trees  in  the  State  hooee  yard 
is  direoted  by  M'  Vanghan  to  procure  a  nnmber  fer  the  purpose  from 
different  places,  M'  Reese  requests  a  small  sum  of  mMiey  to  pay  his 
expences  and  those  of  a  man  to  assist  him  in  diging  them,  also  to 
pay  for  their  carriagei  and  were  necessary  for  the  trees.  The  forty 
»unds  for  whieh  I  rec*  an  order  is  Expended  in  the  work  already 


Therefore  request  the  Honble  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  ne 
soeh  a  sum  as  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  also 
to  provide  fk  number  of  Stakes  to  secure  the  trees  when  planted.  1 
cannot  estimate  with  Certainty  what  those  expences  may  amount  to, 
but  suppose  a  sum  equal  to  the  former  order  will  be  sufficient 
Am  your  h'ble  Serr^ 

JAMBS  PBAKSON.* 

PhiladS  Feb  28th,  1785. 
Directed,  -.    .      . 

Honorable  John  DiokinsoOi  President  of  Council* 


RBsaiuTioN  OF  Assembly,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday,  March  3, 1785,  A.  M. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the  account  of  James 
Searle,  Esquire,  be  instructed  to  confer  with  the  Supreme  Execatlve 
Council  touching  the  said  accounts. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass't  Clerk, 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


•  TflOBfAS  PROCTBR  TO  pRKS.  DicKiNSoar.— Lands,  1785. 

«i^, 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Honble  the  Council  that  oeriiun 
lands  entOTed  by  me  In  the  land  office,  may  be  within  the  late 
pttrohase  niade  from  the  Indians.  In  order  to  satisfy  any  objeotioDS 
on  that  bead,  I  pledge  my  honor  to  the  firm  belief  /  the  twen^^ooe 
Tracts  herewith  returned  to  Council ;  and  said  be  on  the  waters  of 

♦  8^6  Register  of  Penn'a,  VdI.  L  p.  416,  for  vote  of  thanks  to  CoL 
Qeorge  Morgan,  of  Morgania  for  a  present  of  100  Elm  trees  for  the  State- 
house  yard,  Ap.  22, 1786,  also,  Col.  Rec.  Vol  XIV.,  p.  868. 
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Mnnoey,  Tawmndj  &  Looming,  are  intirel j  in  the  old  poichase  so 
oallod,  ind  Aojoii  it  apfwar  hereafter  contnr j  to  this  certUioale,  I 
rescind  all  right  of  Claim  thereto,  bnt  what  shall  be  done  by  me  in 
the  neoessarj  Ibrm.  This  be  pleaaed  to  oommnnicate  to  the  Honour- 
able Council  and  the  honor  done  me  shall  be  duly  acknowledged  hf 
your  Ezcelleney's 

most  hnmble  Servant. 

THOMAS  PROCTEB. 
Land  office^  March  3'  1785. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency;  John  Dickinson,  Esqnire. 


Wm.  Butlbr  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  ARMSxi^oNa,  1785, 

Pittsburgh,  10th  March,  1785.  . 
Sir, 

I  was  HoDbuH  with  yours  of  the  8«  Feb^  together  with  Mr. 
Brown"  proposals  for  a  printiog  office  &  have  every  reason  to  believe 
the  subscriptions  in  this  Country  will  answer  his  ezpecktations.  I^ 
haye  got  but  five  signers  yet,  oweing  to  my  late  sickness,  and'  am  now 
only  just  able  to  sit  up  but  recovering  fast  &  shall  use  every  endea- 
vour to  forward  Mr.  Brown's  interest.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Law, 
intends  exerting  themselves  at  the  different  corts  in  Apriel;  which 
will  be  the  only  places  to  get  a  numerous  subscription.* 

Sir,  will  yon  be  so  obligeing  as  to  apply  to  Council  in  my  behalf  ft 
obtain  their  order  to  the  surveyor  gen'l  Direckting  him  to  give  an 
order  to  the  surveyor  of  the  distriokt  to  survay  my  lott  over  the 
Alligany  River  for  the  aeomodation  of  my  ferry  a^eeable  to  the  ackt 
of  assembly.    Oapt  Ja^  Aharra  will  doe  the  business  for  me  if  yon 
will  procure  him  the  order  he  will  also  payanny  just  Due  as  may  be 
made  requisite.    I  t^resume  Council  has  been  mad  acquainted  with 
the  Tilliny  of  the  People  of  this  Country,  the  are  flocking  from  all 
Qnarters,  settling  &  taking  up  not  only  the  United  States  lands  but 
«alao  this  States,  many  Hundreds  has  orost  the  Bivers  ft  are  dayly 
going  many  with  their  family's,  the  Wisdom  of  Council  I  hope  will 
Pjrovide  against  so  gross  ft  growing  an  Evil. 
Excuse  heast,  ft  believe  me  to  bee, 
yours  sincerely, 
Direetedy  W-  BUTLBR. 

John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Esq'r,  Secretary  to  the  hooble  the 
Council,  State  of  Penn*,  Philadelphia. 

Hon'  by  Capt  Aharra. 

*  The  Gaxette  was  commenced  about  this  year  or  the  next,  said  to  be 
the  first  paper  west  of  the  mountkins.    Reg.  of  Penna.,  VoL  I,  p«  191. 
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Gov.  Glikton,  oir  N.  Y.,  to  Pabb.  DiCKiNfioSy  1785. 

New  York,  11'^  Maiolu  1785. 
Sir, 

Previous  to  my  receipt  of  your  Exoellency^B  Letter  of  the  19<^ 
Febmary,*  inoloaiog  ReisolatioDs  of  year  Gkneral  Aasembly,  a  Bill 
had  originated  in  our  Legislature  for  moning  and  marking  the  joria- 
diction  Line  between  this  State  and  Pennsyivaniai  which  has  since 
passed  into  a  Law,  and  I  have  now  the  Honor  to  inclose  yon  a  Copy 
of  it. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  instead  of  a  temporan^  Line 
between  the  two  States,  which  appears  to  be  the  object  of  your 
Assembly^  our  Law  provides  fnr  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
lane ;  and  I  flatter  myself,  that  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
your  Legislatare  will  concar  in  the  Idea.  I  presume  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted if  a  temporary  Line  only  was  to  run,  it  shoold  be  done  with 
accuracy  to  prevent  the  obvious  inconvenienoies  which  the  Borderen 
would  be  subject  to  as  the  Settlements  advance  on  either  aide ;  and 
the  consequent  broils  which  the  two  States  might  be  involved  in  by  an 
incorrect  Line  iu  the  first  Instance,  and  in  this  Case  there  can  be 
^^but  little  additional  ezpence  incurred  in  rendering  it  perfect  and 
permanent. 

By  the  Act,  you  will  observe,  it  is  left  with  our  Council  to  appoint 
Gommisssioners  for  this  Service  on  the  part  of  this  State,  which  shall 
be  done,  and  their  Names  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  and  eveiy 
other  necessary  Arrangement  made  on  our  part  for  carrying  the 
business  into  effect,  so  soon  as  I  shall  be  informed  of  the  Concunenee 
of  your  State.f 
^  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed«  Serv^ 
GEO.  CLINTON. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Dickinson. 

AoT  OJ  Nbw  York  rblativb  to  Bouhdart,  1785. 

An  Act  for  running  out  and  marking  the  Jurisdiction  Line  between 
this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania."^ 
Whereas,  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire,  Lieutenant 
Govemor  of  the  late  Province,  now  State,  of  New  York,  with  the 
Advise  of  the  then  Council,  did^  on  the  Eighth  day  of  Novemher, 
One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Seventy-four,  Nominate  and  Ap- 
point Samuel  Holland,  Esquire,  to  proceed  in  Conjunction  with  H' 

*  See  page  413«  f  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  660. 
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David  Ktlenlioviey  or  sneli  other  Fwbob  as  mi^t  be  Appoiilted  on 
the  peri  of  PaDDsylveiiifty  to  fix  the  beginiiing  of  the  Forty-third 
Degree  of  North  Latitndey  on  the  Mohawk  or  Western  Braooh  Gi 
Demware,  and  to  prooaed  Weatvard  aa  far  as  the  Season  wonld  per^ 
mit^  along  the  Beginning  of  the  said  Degree,  which  b  the  Bonndaiy 
between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  whereas,  the  Honohible  John  Penn,  Eeqnire,  late  Governor 
of  the  late  Province,  now  Gommonwealtb,  of  Pennsylvania,  did,  on 
the  Twenty-fonrth  day  of  October,  in  the  Year  aforesaid,  Nominate 
and  Appoint  the  said  David  Bittenhonse  to  proceed  on  the  like  Ser- 
vice, in  Gonjonction  with  the  said  Samoel  Holland,  <»  snoh  other 
Person  as  shonld  be  Appointed  on  the  part  of  the  then  Province^  now 
State,  of  New  York. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Samnel  Holland  and  David  Bittenhonse, 
did,  in  pnrsnanoe  of  their  said  respective  Appointments,  proceed  on 
the  said  Business,  and  made  a  Betnm  thereof,  under  their  Hands, 
bearing  Date  at  Philadelphia,  the  fourteenth  day  of  Deeember,  in  the. 
same  Year,  by  which  Betum  it  appears  that  the  said  Gommlasioners 
Ascertained  and  fixed  the  Beginning  of  the  Forty-third  Degree  of 
North  Latitude,  on  the  Mohawk  or  Western  Branch  of  Delaware 
and  there»  in  a  small  Island,  planted  a  Stone,  with  the  Letters 

I  ^*^^"^J*^^^  I  cut  on  one  side,  and  on  the  Top,  LAT.  42<* 

YAR.  4""  20',  thence  due  West  on  the  West  side  of  Delaware  Biver, 
then  Collected  a  Heap  of  Stones  at  High  Water  Mark ;  and  in  the 
said  West  Line,  four  Perches  distant,  planted  another  Stone  with 
the  Letters   {   PENNSYLVANIA,   1^^^^^  the  South  side,  and 

on  the  Top,  LAT-  42^  VAR.  4®  20',  and  thence  duo  West 
JBighteen  Perches  marked  an  Ash  Tree ;  and  that  the  Rigour  of  the 
Season  prevented  them  from  proceeding  further,  as  by  the  Report  of 
the  said  Oommissioners  filed  ,with  a  Map  annexed  thereto,  and  filed  of 
Becord  in  the  Secretaries  Office  of  this  State^will  more  fully  Appear. 
And  whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  said  Line  should  be  run  out — 
Marked  and  Ascertained, 

Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 

Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Surveyor  General  of  this  State  be, 

and  he  is  hereby,  Appointed  and  Authorised  on  the  part  of  this 

State,  to  meet  such  Person  or  Persons,  who,  in  like  Manner  mav  be 

Appointed  and  Authorized  on  the  Part  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,  at  such  Time  or  Times,  Place  or  Places,  as  shall  be 

agreed  upon  and  determined  by  the  Persons  Administering  the  Qov* 

ernmentsof  this  State  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,  then  and  there  to  run  out,  mark  and  Ascertain  the  said 

liine  of  Jurisdiction  between  this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,  beginning  at  the  Place  so  fixed  and  Ascertained  by  the 

aaid  Commissioners  as  above  mentioned,  on  the  Mohawk  or  Western 
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Brtooh  of  Dekwuv,  at  Ae  begkmtiig  of  d»  Fofij-d«dDegniaf 
North  Lalitade,  and  from  tkeaoe  to  prooeod  WeBtwttd  atog  4he 
begiDning  of  the  aaid  Vorty-third  Dagree  of  North  LtUtado  ts  te 
M  this  State  and  the  eaid  Gommoaweakh  of  F^onsjlTaoia  bolder 
on  each  ether. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  Ae  Anthority  aforaaid,  That  the  Surveyor 
Oeneim]  of  this  State  be,  and  he  k  hereby,  Anthoriaed  and  hnpow- 
ered  to  employ  a  Surveyor  or  Sarroyori,  Chainbearers,  and  ndi  tod 
80  many  other  Persons  as  may  be  fomd  Neoesnry  to  pedfona  the 
Ezeontive  part  in  running,  marking,  and  Asoertaiaing  Uie  said  Uai 
in  eoojnnetion  with  snob  Person  or  Persons  as  nay  be  Appointed  oi 
tha  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennqriTania  for  that  pmpoM ; 
And  such  line  so  Agreed  nnon,  Approved  of  and  GoBssnted  to  bj 
the  said  Sorveyor  General  of  this  State  and  sach  Pencm  ot  Penons 
as  shall  be  Appointed  by,  and  on  the  part  of,  the  Goaunoaweshh  of 
Pennsylvania,  being  reported  to  the  Persons  AdoBinistering  ike 
Goyemmeni  of  this  Stete  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn8;^hiBii| 
for  the  Time  being,  and  Ratified  and  Confirmed  by  the  LModstsn 
of  this  State  and  the  Legisatnre  of  the  CommonwealUi  of  Feansjrl^ 
vaaia,  shall  at  all  Times  hereafter,  be  the  Line  of  Jnrisdietioa  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  the  ntd 
Surveyor  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby.  Authorised  from  tine 
to  time  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  saeh  Sams  of 
Money  as  he  shall  Judge  Necessary  for  defraying  the  EzpeoooBof 
maning  out,  marking  ami  Asoertaining  the  said  Jurisdiction  liaaea 
the  part  of  this  State,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  the  Sam  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable.* 
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(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  March  IS***,  1785. 
Sir,' 

Congress  being  impressed  with  the  Necessity  of  limiting  a  Une 
for  all  persons  having  unliquidated  Claims  against  the  Unit^  SUtoB 
to  bring  in  such  Claims,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  ascertuning  vit^ 
the  utmost  expedition  the  amount  of  the  National  debt,  as  to  preTent 
or  detect  the  attempts  that  are  making  to  defraud  the  public^  kt^ 
passed  the  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  to  endoac. 

A&it  is  of  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  yoor  State,  who^^ 
just  Claims  against  the  United  States,  to  be  informed  of  this  is 
speedily  as  possible,  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  libertj 
I  take  in  addressing  this  resolution  to  yon  and  requesting  that  j^ 
will  be  pleased  to  give  the  Necessary  Orders  for  making  it  knovft 

*  3as  YoK  IT.,  pp.  M2,  676,  678. . 
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to  ill  oonotrnedy  by  OMudng  il  to  be  printed  and  disperaed  throngb 
the  different  Oonotiee  end  dktrioti  ox  your  Sfcete,  or  in  mob  other 
wmy  ee  yon  ehall  judge  beet 

With  greet  mpeot, 

I  baye  tbe  honor  to  be 

Yonr  ExoeUeney's  meet  Obedient 
and  moet  bnmble  Serr^ 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 

Hie  Exoelleney  The  Pierident  of  Penneylvania. 


OvFicxBS  ov  Pxnks'a   bboommbndikg  Wm.  Iryihk  a$ 
Land  Amitt,  1786. 

Philadelphia,  Hareb  21b^  1785. 

fiiff 

we  the  Sabecribeito,  a  Committee  eboeen  by  tbe  offieera  of  tbe 
late  Penney*  line,  beg  leave  to  inform  tbe  Sapreme  Bzeentfve 
Conneili  that  there  is  now  before  the  Honorable  House  of  Aaeembly, 
»  Bill  for  directing  tbe  mode  of  dietribating  tbe  Donation  landef 
granted  to  the  late  officers  &  Soldiera  of  said  line,  in  which  tbe 
appointment  of  an  Agent  to  see  jostioe  done  to  the  State,  as  well  as 
to  tbe  Individnalsi  is  left  in  your  honorable  Board. 

We  Vherefore  pray  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  William 
Irrine,  Bsqr.,f  to  that  office,  if  the  Bill  passes  in  its  present  State, 
as  he  is  a  Oentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  land  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  and  who  is,  we  humbly  conceive,  worthy  your 
Confidence,  as  well  as  that  of 

yonr  most  humble  Servants, 

A'  8«  GLAIR, 
T.  B.  BOWBN, 
SAM'  NICHOLAS, 
W.  MACPHERSON, 
MAT.  MoOONNELL, 
RICH*  PULLERTON. 

IKreciedf 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Bsqr.,  President  of  tbe  Supreme 

Executive  CouncoL 

March  21, 1785.  Prom  the  Committee  (P*  Line,)  pn^iog  the 
appointment  of  Qen.  Irvine,  as  Agent  under  the  late  law  for  JDona- 
tfon  Lands. 

«  Bee  CoL  See,  Tol.  XIT.,  p.  886. 

t  He  WM  appointed  March  26.  OoL  Jlec.,  XIV.,  p.  886,  464,  and  his 
instruction  on  page  427  of  this  YoL 
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.    James  Milugak,  0.  T.,  so  Pbes.  Dickihsoh,  1785. 

Comptroller's  Offioe^ 

Haich  24tli,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  the  Besolationa  of  Congresss  of  the  23d  Febniarj 
last;  empowering  me  to  nominate  the  Commissioners  therein  men- 
tioned, I  do  myself  the  honor  to  nommate  John  Story,  fisqoire  u 
an  additional  Commissioner  for  Settling  the  Accounts  between  the 
State  of  PennsyWania  and  the  United  States  and  for  laquidating 
and  settling  the  claims  of  the  Citizens  of  that  State  against  the 
United  States,  *fto.,  according  to  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  February,  1782. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  this 
Gentleman  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Massachosetts,  and  was  (ot 
some  years  employed  in  public  Accounts  in  the  Of&ce  of  Mtjoi 
General  Green,  when  Quarter  Master  General.  He  is  recoommeQ- 
ded  to  me  as  a  man  of  Strict  integrity,  Industry  and  knowledge  of 
Accounts.  I  hope  he  nay  be  acceptable,  and  that  his  Conduct  dij 
be  such  as  to  deserve  the  approbation  of  all  honest  men,  and  cones- 
pond  with  the  Character  I  have  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  Sir, 

your  Ezoellenoy's  most 

Obedient  Hum.  Servant,'*' 

JAS.  MILLIGAN, 
Comp*tr  of  the  Treas'y. 
Directed, 
To  His  ExeeUenoy,  the  President  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jamis  Pbarson  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  on  Stats  HousI} 

1785, 

To  Uie  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  CounciL 
Gentlemen, 

The  expences  incur'd  by  paving  and  Graveling  at  the  front  of  ^ 
State  House,  Obliged  me  to  expend  the  money  drawn  for  oUttf 
repairs  of  the  buildines  and  involved  me  in  debts  for  part  of  ^ 
bricks,  hauling  and  labour,  also  for  sundry  materials  for  the  Tspai^ 
— those  balances  the  persons  are  desirous  of  having  paid. 

Therefore  request  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  please  to  order  tbe 

*  See  Col.  Bco.,  Vol.  XIV.,  paga  88G,  399. 


FKNNSHiVANlA  AECHIVKS  178&  427 

0tm  of  Three  iiiuidred  |K>nticb  to  pay  the  debts  aketdy  oontraoied 
and  enable  me  to  proceed  in  the  repairs  of  the  baildingi  &c.y  ai 
Order'd  by  the  Hon'ble  Aasemblj. 

And  Oblige  youra 

JAMBS  PEARSON. 
March  25th,  1785. 


iKSTRtJGTIOirS  TO  Gen'L  Wm.  I&VINE  AS  LaND  AoSNT, 

^  i785. 

In  Coanoil,  March  26th,  1785. 
Sir, 

By  Virtue  of  the  Anthority  vested  in  ns  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
'^for  directiDg  the  Mode  of  distribatiBg  the  Donation  Lands, 
promised  to  ihd  troops  of  this  Commonwealth."  We  have  appointr 
cd  yon  Agent  to  perform  the  Duties  of  this  office,  it  will  be  neces- 
aary  that  with  all  possible  Dispatch  &  accuracy,  you  explore  the 
Country  to  be  laid  off  agreeable  to  Directions  of  that  Act,"  noting 
the  quality  of  the  land  in  the  several  parts  thereof,  the  hills,  moun- 
tains, waters,  creeks,  maosfaes,  uplands,  bottomlands,  &o.,  and  such 
other  occurences  as  mav  deserve  notice  with  their  situation,  &  dis- 
tance, but  particularly  the  parts  of  the  land  which  you  ma;^  deem 
unfit  for  cultivation,  &c. ;  and  from  time  to  time  transmitting  ua 
your  Bemarks,  notes  and  Description  of  the  Country. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest 

Esteem,  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
I>irectedf 

The  Honorable  General  William  Irvine. 


PBBg.  Dickinson  to  Sphakbr  of  Assbmbly,  1785* 

Sir, 

Mr.  Uniegan  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
has  this  Day  notified  to  Council,  that  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  28rd  of  last  Month,  he  has  appointed  John  Story, 
B^uire,an  additional  Commissioner  for  settling  accounts  within  this 

*  Sc©T)fteo  426,  also  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  886. 
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Btete.    The  ftp^ialm^t  iiiaetg  ilw  apfrobtlfam  of  OMUtoili  if 
sppzoved  by  tbe  Logiahtnre. 

I  am,  with  the  grottteftt 
Ecteenii  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  Senrt.| 

JOHN  DIO^BON. 
March  26th,  1785. 
DirtcUd^ 
The  Honorable  the  Speaker. 


Bbv'd  Db.  Ewikg  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson.— Bbsignatiok, 

1785. 

Philada.,  26ih  Mar.^  1785. 
Honble  Sir, 

When  I  last  had  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  your  Ezcelleney  in 
Company  with  'Mr.  Hutchins ;  I  informed  you  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  both  Mr.  Bittenhouse  and  myself  to  be  employed 
in  running  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  in  conjunction  with 
the  Virginia  Commissioners  in  the  ensuing  summer.  I  mentioned 
farther  y*  my  connection  with  the  university,  &  my  own  church 
would  require  my  continuance  in  Philadolt)hia,  and  that  therefore  I 
should  no  longer  be  considered  as  holding  the  Commission  with 
which  the  Council  had  been  pleased  to  honour  me  in  the  preceding 
year.  Lest  this  might  have  escaped  your  memory  in  the  Multipli- 
city of  public  Business,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  requestmg  T' 
Ezoellenoy  to  give  this  information  to  Council,  and  am,  Sir, 
with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

your  Bzciellenc/s  most  obdt. 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  BWINO  * 
Dirededj 

His  Bzcellency,  John  Dickinson,  Bsq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
l^hiladelphia. 

Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Speakbr  of  Assembly,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  Oeneral  Assembly  oo  the  second  of  December,  1783,  Resolve^ 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  Pounds  should  be  appropriated 
tat  the  purpose  of  enabling  CouncU  to  make  public  DemooatratioA' 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  i54. 
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of  Joy  vpon  the  clefinitiTe  Treaty  of  Peaoe  between  the  United 
Stetesy  and  Ghreat  Britain.*  The  inclosed  aecounto  ezeeed  that 
Estimate,  ft  the  Demands  for  payment  are  very  preenng,  as  will 
appear  from  the  Letter  herewith  transmitted;  Bat  Council  are 
nnwilling  to  draw  oiders  npon  the  Treasury  for  more  than  the  sum 
appropriated^  without  the  Consent  of  the  Legislature. 
I A  with  much  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obedient, 

ft  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.    ' 
March  20th;  1785. 
Directed^ 

The  Honourable,  The  Speaker  of  General  Assembly. 


Michael  Hupfnagle  to  Qbn'i.  Armstrong,  1785. 

Dear  Sir,  ^ 

I  received  yours  a  few  days  ago,  with  Mr.  Brown's  papers  in- 
oloeed,  and  shall  do  every  thingin  my  power  to  get  Subscribers. 

I  wish  you  to  mention  to  Uis  Excellency,  the  President  and 
Oonncil  that  having  obtained  Jud^ent  against  Conrad  WiDenuller 
at  the  Sait  of  the  Common  Wealth  on  four  Bonds  due  to  Ross  ft 
Thompson ;  I  gave  him  notice  of  the  same  upon  which  he  called 
on  me,  as  the  Bonds  where  given  foiL^Lands  sold  to  him ;  I  re- 
quested to  see  his  Bill  of  sale,  &  founa  by  it,  that  the  Lands  he 
purchased  where  Located  in  the  Name  of  John  Dann  ft  Robert 
Mitchell ;  ft  by  my  return  to  Council  you  will  find  that  150  acres 
were  sold  to  Abdel  M.  Cture,  being  part  of  the  Lands  Located  in 
the  Name  of  John  Dunn.  I  give  this  notice  that  no  Deed  may 
issue  for  the  same. 

I  also  wish  you  to  mention  that  a  great  number  of  people  are 
settling  on  the  Lands,  over  the  Allegany  River,  within  the  l^ounds' 
of  this  State }  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  immediately  issued  a 
Warrant  directed  to  the  Sheriff  to  apprehend  such  as  he  could  get, 
ft  in  case  of  resistance,  to  call  on  the  Commandant  at  this  post, 
who  promised  me  to  give  such  assistance  as  the  Sheriff  might  stand 
in  need  of;  as  the  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  something  ought  to 
be  done  Immediately,  otherwise  in  a  short  time  the  Lands  wilt  be 
settled,  notwithstanding  all  I  can  do,  or  order  to  be  done. 

I  have  made  inquiry  agreeable  to  order  of  Council,  jespecting 
the  Claim  of  Major  Craig,  ft  find  that  the  Commanding  Officer  then, 
had  orders  from  Qeneral  Gage  to  demolish  the  Works  and  sell  the 
Jftuins  of  the  Garrison,  which  he  did,  ft  that  Ross  ft  Thompson  be- 
came the  purchasers.  I  imagine  that  the  best  Testimony  that  can 
l>e  had  wUl  be  General  St.  Clair  ft  General  Hand.     I  think  that 

*  See  page  149. 
Vol;X.— 19 
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Qenenl  St  Cliir  nentioned  to  me  that  tliey  were  ndd  hj  ike  oon- 
sent  of  Mr.  Penny  &  General  Hand  was  the  person  who  sold  them, 
but  0*1  whether  the  Grown  had  not  a  right  to  demolish  any  of  their 
works  k  sell  the  Ruins  at  that  time  in  any  part  of  her  Ameriesn 
plantation }  this  I  leave  to  better  Judges.  I  wish  yon  also  to  in- 
form me  by  the  first  opportonity^  whether  debts  dne  to  the  Common* 
wealth  by  Confiscation  will  come  under  the  same  LaiHas  debts 
Between  priyate  persons  before  January,  seventyHMren,  as  all  the 
debts  dne  to  Ross,  are  before  that  period. 

I  wish  Mr.  Trimble,  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  send  me  the  kws 
of  the  two  last  sittings  of  Assembly. 

J  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLB. 

OenL  Armstrong,  March  11th,  1785,  Pittsburgh. 


Lt.  Col.  Josuh  Haemar  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  April  2nd,  1785, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honor- 
able Council,  a  monthly  rotum  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  in  the 
Service  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  first  instant 
I  have  the  honor  to4»e, 

with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 
your  Exeellencys  &  The  Honorable  Coancik, 
most  h'ble.  &  obed.  Servt 

JOS.  HARMAR,    . 
Lt.  Col.  Comd.  Ist  Amn.  B^ 
DireeUdf 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  president  &  The  H<moia- 
ble  The  Sujureme  Executive  Council  Pennsylvania. 
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MoitfB.  Db  Mabbois  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1785. 

A  PhUadelphie  le  4  Avril  1785. 
Monsieur; 
Je  Bois  sur  le  point  de  me  rendre  4  New  York  poor  redder  pres 
da  Oongres.  Je  proposerai  k  cette  assemblee  lea  mesnres  k  prendre 
ponr  qne  le  semoe  da  Oonaalat  de  PhUadelphie  ne  eoit  pae  inter- 
rompa  par  mon  absenoe,  et  j'aarai  rhonneor  d%former  Yotre  fix- 
eellence  de  ce  qai  aara  4t6  arr6ie« 

Permettes  qa^en  prenant  oong4  de  yoos,  Monaiear;  et  da  CoBBeil 
Snpt^me  Ez^utif  de  PensylTanie,  j'ezprime  ma  reconnoissance  de 
Tappai  qne  j'en  ai  reca  dans  Tezercise  de  mes  fonctions  consnlaires* 
Je  ffl'empresse  aossi  a  reoonnoiure  les  nvantoges  qni  en  ont  resnlti 
poar  le  Oommeroe  entre  le  Kojanme  et  TEtat  de  Pensjlvanie  et 
poar  le  maintien  de  Fordre  parmi  les  NaYigateurs  frangais;  Fattaehe- 
ment  dont  toos  faites  prefession  anx  prinoipes  de  notre  allianoe  et 
les  prenves  freqaentes  que  vons  m'en  av^  donnas  ne  me  permettent 
pas  de  dealer  qne  Yotre  Ezoellenoe  ne  fasse  tont  oe  qui  sei«  en  son 
poaYoir  poar  consolider  I'union  des  deaz  Nations  en  oontinoant  h 
accoider  sa  protection  &  an  oommeroe  r^oiproqnement  utile. 
Je  suis  avee  respeet, 

Honsiear^  de  Yotre  Ezcellencei 

le  tr^  hamble  ot  tr^  ob^issant  servitenr, 
DE  MARBOIS. 
Son  Ezeellence 
Monsienr  le  President  de  TEtat  de  PensjlYsnie. 


Timothy  Taylor  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  on  Case  op  Vickbbs, 

.1785. 

Newtown,  April  5th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  haYe  seen  Collonal  Wall  since  I  was  with  Coanoil,  he  sajs  he 
Cannot  attend  'till  some  time  next  week  when  he  means  to  attend, 
^f  health  Permits).  I  should  be  glad  that  Council  would  Pos^ne 
their  Determination  on  the  affair  of  Solomon  Yickera*  till  that  time 
I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  use  for  Council  to  know  the  time  ^ 
Yiokers  was  apprehended,  as  it  was  not  mentioned  in  our  Petition; 
the  enclosed,  will  Determine  as  he  was  taken  the  Day  of  the  Date  of 
8*  Precept,  and  if  there  is  a  Reward  to  be  ffiYen  I  contend  thai  no 
Person  has  so  good  a  Right  as  myself  as  I  Look  upon  myself  to  be 
the  I'rincipal  means  of  his  being  apprehended  and  Likewise  of  coa- 
fineing  his  Brother  Jessee  who  made  the  first  DiaooYcry. 
I  am  with  sincere  Respect 

yours  &  the  Publicks  well  wisher, 
Diwted,  TIMOTHY    TAYLOR. 

To  The  Honorable  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  601,  614,  616. 
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Backsy  as.  SubpoBoa  Btinbeih  Kietih  and  Catherine  Vattpelt,  to 
J.  -1  appear  Forthwith  before  me  at  Newtown,  to  give  Bvidenoe 
L  '  '-J  in  Behalf  of  the  State  against  Soloman  Yiekers  now  con- 
fined in  goal  on  Sospition  of  Commiting  a  miademeanoar  in  Break- 
ing into  the  house  of  the  said  Elisabeth  Kieth  on  the  night  of  the 
18th  of  July  last,  given  nnder  mj  hand  and  seal,  Angnst  3d,  1782. 

TIMOTHY  TATLOB  * 
Directtdj 
To  the  Constable  of  Newtown. 


SSOEBTABY    OP    FORBIGN    AFFAIRS  TO    PrES.  DiCKIKSON, — 

AiiKR.  Bishop,  1785. 

(Cironlar.) 
Office  for  foreign  Affiurs,  81st  March,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  jour  Ezoellency  a  Copy  of  a' 
Letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Prendent  of  Congress,  of  the  22d 
April,  1784,  and  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Adams  from  Mr.  de  S^  Saphorin 
of  the  21st  April;  1784,  togeUier  with  a  Copy  of  the  Paper  referred 
to  in  the  latter. 

Your  Exoellency  will  perceive  from  these  Papexs,  the  Bishops  of 
Denmark  will  confer  holy  Orders  on  American  Candidates,  without 
any  Tests  which  (like  those  insisted  on  in  England)  would  be 
improper  for  Americans  to  comply  with. 
I  ha?e  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect  your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  &  very  h'ble  Serr't, 

JOHN  JAY.t 
DirecUdj 

To  His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  1. 
Hon.  John  Adams  to  Pebsidbut  of  Gongbbss,  1784. 

(Copy.) 

The  Hague,  April  22d,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  received  sometime  since  a  Letter  from  an  American  Gentleman 
now  in  London,  a  Candidate  for  Orders,  desiring  to  know,  if  Ameri- 
din  Candidates  might  have  Orders  from  Protestant  Bishops  on  the 
Continent,  and  complaining  that  he  had  been  refused  by  the  Bishop 

•  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.601. 

t  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XIV.»  p.  899. 
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of  Losdan  aad  the  Aidi-KsJiop  of  CaatarlNirjy  mdefli  lie  would 
take  tbo  (hAs  of  AUegiiiioe,  tu^* 

Bf oeiiDg  Boon  afterwards  the  Baaiah  Huuater,  I  had  the  Cuionty 
to  inquire  of  him,  whether  Oidination  might  be  had  in  Denmaik. 
He  answered  me  that  he  knew  not,  but  wonU  soon  inform  himself  I 
heard  no  more  of  it  untili  to  Day,  when  Uie  Secretary  of  his 
Embassy  Mr.  De  Bosenkrants,  made  me  a  Yisit^  and  delivered  me 
the  Papers,  Copies  of  which  are  endosed. 

Thus  it  seems  that  what  I  meant  as  current  GouYersation  only, 
has  been  made  the  Subject  of  Deliberation  of  the  OoYernment  of 
Denmark,  and  their  Faculty  of  Theology,  which  makes  it  neoessary 
for  me  to  transmit  it  to  Congress.  I  am  happy  to  find  the  Decision 
soliberaL 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed,)        JOHN  ADAMS. 
JXrecUdj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Miffin,  Esq'r,  Prend*  of  Congres. 

No.  2. 
Mb.  d^  St.  Saphobik  to  Hon.  John  Adams,  1785. 

Translation. 
Mr.  de  S^  Saphorin  has  the  honor  to  oommunicate  to  Mr.  Adams 
the  answer  he  has  received  from  His  Exoellenoy  the  Count  de 
Boaencrone,  Privy  Gonnoellor  and  Secretary  of  State  for  foreigo 
affiun  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  relative  to  what  Mr.  Adams  deaired  to 
know.  He  shall  be  happy  if  this  answer  should  be  agreeable  to 
him,  as  well  as  to  his  superiors,  and  useful  to  his  fellow  Citiseitf. 
He  has  the  honor  to  assure  him  of  his  respect. 

(Signed,)       DE  ST.  SAPHORIN. 
Hague,  2l8t  April,  1784. 
The  preceding  fiiithfully  translated  from  the  Original,  by 

BEN.  WALKER. 

No.  8. 
Translation. 
Copy  of  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Oonnt  de 
Bosencrone  Privy  Counsellor  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denintf^i 
to  Mr.  de  S^  Saphorin  Envoy  Extraordinary  from  His  Majeatj  to 
the  States  Oenend. 
Sir, 

The  opinion  of  the  Theological  Faculty  having  been  taken  oo  »« 
question  made  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  Adams,  If  the  AmerioiB 

♦  Afterwards  Bishop  White  who,  with  Bishop  Provost,  was  oonsacrstrfi" 
England,  Feb.  4, 1787.  See  aocoant  of  it  in  Beg.  of  Penn'a,  YoL  Vlt  P 
405.  See  CoL  Rec.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  899,  684. 
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HiniBton  of  Uie  Ohiureh  of  Ensland  can  be  consecrated  here  by  ft 
Bishop  of  the  Danish  Ohnrch  ?  1  am  ordered  by  the  King  to  aimo- 
rae  you  to  answer,  that  such  an  act  can  take  place  according  to  the 
Danish  Bites,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  Americans  who  are 
sappo0ed  not  to  know  the  Danish  langnage,  the  Latin  kngnage  wfll 
be  made  nse  of  on  the  occasion, — for  the  rest,  nothing  will  be  ex- 
acted from  the  Candidates,  bnt  a  profession  conformable  to  the 
articles  of  the  Endish  Chnrch,  omitting  the  Oath  called  Tesij  which 
prevents  their  bemg  Ordained  by  the  English  Bishops. 
The  preceding  translated  faithfully  from  the  original,  by 

BEN.  WALKER. 


Pass.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Clinton,  ot  N.  TT.,  1785. 

In  Council,  April  6%  1785. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  11*''  of  last  Month,*  with  the  iDclosure,  we 
immediAtely  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  now  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  the  Copy  of  an 
Act  passed  by  them  for  ascertaining  our  common  Boundary. 

David  Rittenhouse  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esquires,  are  appointed  by 
us  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State. 
I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 
your  most  obed*  serv', 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
His  Excellency  Gov  Clinton. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Minister  of  United  Netherlands, 

1785. 

In  Council,  April  6%  1785. 
Sir, 

Your  late  journey  to  New  Tork  prevented  our  acknowledging  sooner 
the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  20^  of  February  last  :t  And  we  now 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  steps  that  have  been  taken,  will  prevent 
any  further  uneasiness  upon  the  affair. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  sinccrest  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obed*,  hble.  serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON.J 
The  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

*  See  pace  422.  f  ^^  V^^  ^^^* 

X  Col.  Rcc ,  Vol.  SIV.,  p.  899 


486  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOfllYBS  178». 


S»UBN  OV  PUBUO   StOBBS  IN    COVNTY  OP     WaSHIBGIOH, 

d  1786. 

A  Betara  of  tbe  pnbliek  Stores  in  the  Ooimty  of  WashingtoB. 

Viz.  60  Mosanetoi 

40  Poaches, 
29  Coata, 

8  WaistooatSi 
23  Shirts, 
10  pair  Shoes, 

7  Blankets, 
^  29  Hatts, 

26  pair  Overalls, 
QH'^  lead. 

I  do  Certify  that  the  aboye  Return  is  Jost.    Given  nndtf  my 
hand  this  7^  da;  of  April,  1785. 

JAM>  MABSHAL, 

lien*  W.  Co'y. 


Betubn  op  Officebs  op  Militia  in  County  op  Washho- 

TON,  1786. 

A  Betnm  of  Officers  for  Such  Districts  as  Neglected  or  Refased  to 
Elect,  at  the  lost  General  Election  for  Officers  in  the  Couutj  of 
Washington,  Vis. : 

8«  BattaUon— 

Robert  Park,  Captain,  No.  2, 

David  Gault,  Lieu*,  [  Elected      [  86  privates. 

Alexander  Ralston,  Ensign, 

William  Scott,  Captain,  No.  8 


I  Elected     [l 

William  Scott,  Captain,  No.  8     ")  ) 

Samuel  Buchanon,  Lieu*  [■  Nominated,  y  82  privates. 

John  Scott,  Jun',  Ensign.         )  ) 


4*>'  Battalion— 
WilUam  M'Farlane,  Cap*,  N»  2  ) 
James  Tucker,  Lieutenant,        V  Nominated.  (-  75  Do. 
Ciaeb  Baldwin,  Ensign.  ) 

I  do  Certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  return. 

JAM*  HARSHAIi^ 

L*  W.  Co'j- 
April  ?*,  1785. 
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ElBOTION  of  DeLBGATHS  to  CONQRBSSy  1785. 

State  of  Pennfiylvttiiia. 

In  General  Asaemblj, 

Tuesday;  Noyember  16th,  1784.— A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Day,  the  House  prooeeded  to  the 
eleetion  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Gongress  of  ihA 
United  States  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  ballots  being  takeui  it 
appeared  that  the  Honorable  Joseph  Gardner,  and  Williwi  Henry, 
(of  Laneaster,)  were  duly  elected. 

Saturday,  February  19th;  1786.— A.  H. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
eleetion  of  a  Delegate,  &e.,  when  the  Honorable  David  Jackson  Was 
duly  elected.  • 

Tuesday,  April  7tb,  1785.— A.  M. 
Affreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  Delegates,  &c.,  when  the  Honorable  Charles  Pettit 
and  James  Wilson  were  duly  elected. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
SAM'L  BKYAN, 
Clerk  of  the  Genertil. 


P.  B.  BowBN  4  E.  Bbatty,  Agbnts,  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson, 

1785. 

Philadelphia,  April  8th,  1785. 
Sir, 

We  beg  leaye  to  report  to  your  Ezcelleney  in  Council,  that  we 
have  pro(»eded  to  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  as  directed  by  your 
honorable  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  distriboting  to  the  Officers  & 
Soldiers  of  the  late  Pennsylvania  Line  their  certificates  of  Slnal 
Settlement;  that  we  have  continued  to  issue  them  in  this  City, 
fiiiioe  oar  return  in  Decern'  last,  and  that  we  have  so  nearly  com- 
pleted  that  business,  as  to  be  ready  to  deposit  the  remaining  Oertifi- 
cateo,  (together  with  our  books  and  vouchers,)  as  the  Supreme  £x- 
ecndve  may  direct,  agreeable  to  Resolve  of^Gongress,  of  Nov'r  8d, 
1783. 

We  inclose  the  Besolution  of  the  Honble  House  of  Assembly, 
and  pray  that.  Council  will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  the  Draft  therein 
dircotod.       We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  your 
Excellencies  Most  hble.  Servt, 

F.B.  BOWEN,)  .^    .^» 
GEO.  BUSH,  for  E.  BEATTY,     |  ^g^^^s. 
Direciedf 

Hia  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  in  CounciL 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.^  Vol.  XTV.,  pp.  401,  402. 
19* 
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To  GOMHISBIOirBBS  ON  BOUNDABT,  1786. 

InstructioDS. 

In  Gonneil;  April  9tli,  1785. 
OentleffieQy 

Comcil  taking  into  Conddention  the  Eeaolntion  of  the  General 
Aesembly  of  the  28th  of  Angnst,  1783,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Commissionera  for  determiniDg  the  Boundary  between  thia  Common- 
wealth &  the  State  of  Virgioiai  of  the  18th  of  November  laat,  and 
that  onr  soathem  Boundary  is  now  asoertained,  have  therenpon  ap- 
pointed ypu  Commissioners  to  mn  and  mark  the  boundary  of  thu 
Commonwealthi  from  the  sonthem  Comer  thereof  to  the  North-west 
oomer  of  the  same,  as  yon  will  perceive  by  our  Act  herewith 
delivered  and  duly  authenticated.         * 

Depending  upon  your^iligcncei  Inte^ty  &  knowledge,  we  expeet 
work  wi"  ' 


that  this  important  work  will  be  accomplished  in  the  ensuing  i 
with  Fidelity,  &  all  the  ezactQess  to  be  derived  from  astronomical 
observations.  You  will  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Commissicmeis 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  far  as  they  may  choose  to 

{roceed  with  you.  The  line  of  boundary  we  desire  to  have  marked 
y  a  y  lata  and  by  stones  properly  prepared  &  fixed  in  the  Ground,  at 
the  distance  of  five  miles,  one  from  another,  every  stone  to  be  in- 
scribed with  the  distance  from  the  south-west  oomer. 

The  north-west  oomer  of  the  State  is  to  be  ascertained  by  astronom- 
ical observations,  &  must  be  so  marked  as  to  be  rendered  as  dis- 
tinguishable as  may  be  by  all  the  Means  you  can  devise. 

u  any  Commissioners  on  the  Behalf  of  the  United  States^ppear, 
to  join  with  you  in  ascertaining  the  Boundary,  Ton  will  be  pleased 
oheerfully  to  co-operate  with  them. 

We  ardently  wish,  that  you,  GcnUemon,  may  in  the  execution  of 
this  Gommisdon  and  in  your  Betnra,  seiae  the  opportonity,  for 
making  everv  observation,  and  obtaining  all  possible  InfommlaoB, 
oono^ning  the  situation  and  course  of  lUvers  k  Streams,  Hills  and 
Mountains,  that  may  be  of  the  least  use  in  assisting  the  paUk 
Gounoils  on  the  very  interesting  subject  of  forming  the  most  advan- 
tageous  Communications  by  Boads  &  Canals  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Country. 

We  have  appointed  Mr.  Stephen  Porter  to  attend  you  as  Oommis- 
sary  under  your  direction.  He  is  to  purchase  before  you  set  ont, 
the  articles  of  which  a  list  is  inclosed,  except  such  as  onn  he 
obtained  from  the  public  stores,  procure  provisions  at  the  plnea  cC 
Operation,  hire  necessary  Labourers,  &  render  a  just  and  true  ae- 
eount  of  the  Monies  expended. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obdt. 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 
DirecUd,  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Dr.  John  Ewing  and  Thomas  Hutohins^  Esquire. 
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In  Couneili  April,  17S5. 
(}eiiUemen, 

In  pnnoanoe  of  a  Law  etitided  ^'  An  Act  to  authorise  &o./'  we  have 
appointed  jon  Commissionen  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth, 
aa  will  appear  from  oar  Aet  herewith  deHyered,  &  duly  authenti- 
oated. 

The  Aot  of  whioh  a  copy  ia  incloeed  so  fully  points  out  the  duty- 
to  be  performed  by  y6U|  tbat  we  hate  but  little  to  add  for  your 
farther  instructions. 

The  Line  of  Boundary  we  wish  to  have  marked,  (as  in  the  fore- 
going instniotions  only  Changing  the  words,  "  soutVwest  oorner/' 
for  the  words,  '<  North-east  oomer.'^ 

Observation,— The  Western  Boundary  is  a  Meridian  Line  and 
mutt  be-oontinued  until  ihe  Commissioneis  are  certain  of  being  far 
enough  North,  perhaps  quite  to  Lake  Erie.  The  North- West 
Comer  can  only  be  determined  by  the  Northern  Commissioners,  for 
it  ia  the  point  where  their  Line  will  intersect  the  Meridian  afore- 
said, and  they  only  will  be  provided  with  instruments  for  observ- 
ing the  Latitudes.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  Tork  Commis- 
sioners will  suffer  the  North-east  comer  to  be  altered,  &  it  is  already 
sufficiently  marked. 

D.  BITTENHOUSE.* 


Sso'r  Abmbteong  to  Prothokotaeies,  1785. 

Sir, 

By  act  of  Assembly  of  the  late  Province,  now  State,  of  Pennsyl- 
yaoisy  it  is  directed,  'Hhat  the  Constable  of  each  Township  or 
diatriot  in  every  County,  shall,  under  a  certain  penalty,  make  retara, 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  unto  the  Court  of  Q'  Sessions,  of  the  names 
&  places  of  abode  of  all  persons  within  the  Township  retaining  or 
veDdiDg  any  Liquors  liable  to  pay  y*  duties  imposed  by  the  Aot 
above  mentioned,  &  that  the  Collector  of  each  Countjf  shall  have 
recourse  to  the  retunu  of  the  Cofutables  so  made." 

Thia  Act  is  every  where  enforced  by  those  of  a  similar  nature 
ainee  made.  It  becomes,  therefore,  the  Direction  of  Council,  that  the 
Collector  of  Fayette  County  be  permitted  to  recur  as  often  as  he 
inaj  think  proper,  to  the  Constables'  returns  in  your  Office,  for  y* 
jieoeasary  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
T'  very  humble  serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 

Jndi^sed, — ^To  Michael  Hoffnagle,  Tho*  Scott  &  Ephraim  Douglass, 
Prothon*  of  Westm%  Washington  &  Fayette  Co*. 

*  See  page  280,  878-878,.  also  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  402. 
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Prbs.  D1CEIK8OH  TO  Delegates  in  Congbbss,  1785* 

In  GonBdl,  April  11, 1785. 
Ocnttemeo : 

]>  John  Swing  A  Tbomaa  Hatcbina,  Esqnire,  the  Commifl- 
sioners  appointed  to  run  and  mark  the  Boundary  of  this  Common- 
weahh  from  tbe  Sooth-west  Corner  to  the  North-west  Comer  thereof, 
will  begin  that  Work  at  the  first  mentioned  Place^  on  the  16*^  Da; 
of  next  Month. 

If  Congress  think  proper  to  nominate  any  Commissioners  on  that 
Busioessi  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  will  be  ready  toeo-opente 
with  them ;  and  We  wish  Ton  would  be  pleased  to  oommunioate 
these  Intentions  immediately  to  Congress. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Esteem,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obed*  sef, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.' 
The  Honorable  The  Delegates  in  Congress. 


M0N8.  De  MaRBOIS  to  PrBS.  DiCEINSONy  1785. 

Philadelphia,  April  12%  1786. 
Sir,  . 

I  beg  leave  to  be  introduced  to  your  Ezoellenoy  &  the  Conncii, 
to  inform  them  of  some  facts  relating  to  the  fate  of  a  French  orimi- 
nal  bat  too  justly  condemned,  leaving  it  afterwards  to  their  homa&itj 
&  clemency  to  enforce  an  act  of  justice,  or  to  moderate  its  rigour.  I 
shall  attend  at  the  hour  which  your  Excellency  will  direct. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  very 

humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

DE  MARBOIS.t 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania. 


Secebtary  of  Cohqress  to  Pres.  D1CKIH8ON,  1785. 

i       V  Secretar/s  office, 

April  12th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  yon  the  enclosed  acts  of  the  M 
7th  &  12th  instant  rektive  to  the  raising  a  body  of  Troops  for  the 

»  Col.  Rec..  Vol.  XIV.  p.  402. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  406. 
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protection  of  the  north  western  frontiers,  the  defence  of  the  Inhabi- 
gtants  aainst  the  depredations  of  the  Indians!  for  preventing^  un- 
warrantable intrusions  on  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
to  ffuard  the  public  stores. 

As  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased 
by  a  late  Ordinance  of  which  I  enclose  a  Copy,  to  make  it  a  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  ''  to  transmit  to  the  several 
States  all  acts,  ordinances,  resolutions  and  recommendations  of 
Congress  and  to  correspond  with  the  States  for  the  purpose  of 
receiviug  communications  from  them  relative  to  the  execution  of 
the  same/'  I  have  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding 
the  enclosed  acts  and  trust  your  Excellency  will  favour  me  with  an 
account  of  the  steps  taken  by  your  State  ^for  raising  the  quota 
assigned)  that  I  may  make  report  thereof  conformably  to  the  said 
ordinance. 

The  honor,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  our  nation  being  objects  very 
near  my  heart,  nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  frequent 
opportunities  of  reporting  to  Congress  the  earnest  and  united  en- 
deavours of  the  several  States  to  promote  those  great  and  desirable 
endu        I  have  the  honor  to  be 

0     with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  serv. 

CHA.  THOMSON .♦ 
Dnectedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Collector  Sharp  Delant,  1785. 

Secretary's  oflfice,  13th  April,  17815. 
Sir, 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  of  Council  of  the 
1st  Instant,  that  the  late  proprietaries  of  this  state  have  been  called 
upon  to  appear  before  CpuDcil  in  person  or  by  their  respective  agents 
to  receive  the  sum  of  £15,000  sterling  agreeably  to  act  of  the 
Gen.  Assembly,  of  the  27th  of  Nov.,  1779.  I  have  therefore  to 
inform  you,  that  a  requisition  fbr  a  large  sum  of  money,  will  soon 
and  necessarily  be  made  of  you ;  and  that  it  is  the  express  order  of 
Council,  that  the  better  to  enable  you  to  comply  with  such  requisi- 
tion, you  will  immediately  proceed  to  an  efitotiud  k  indiscriminate 
eoUection  of  all  the  Impost  arrearages  which  may  be  due. 
with  great  respeet,  I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 
Directed,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y.f 

Sharp  Dekny;  Esq. 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  406. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  406. 


442  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1786. 

Sso't  AlRMSTRONG  TO  Edw'b  Babtholomsw,  1785. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  certified  copy  of  your  reappointment  io  Uie  office  of 
Collector  of  the  excise  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

I  have  also  to  commanicate  that  it  is  the  express  order  of  Council 
that  von  immediately  proceed  to  collect  all  the  arrearages  which 
may  be  due  to  that  office. 

The  demands  upon  this  fund  are  so  great  in  number,  and  impo^ 
tunate  in  their  kind^  as  to  call  for  the  greatest  attention  &  punctuality 
in  their  discharge. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  ARMSTBONQ  * 
Indorsed, 

1785,  April  14th.  To  Edward  Bartholomew^  Esquire,  Collector 
of  Excise  City  &  Co'y  of  Philada.     Entered. 


Secbstabt  of  Congbsss  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Secretary's  Office, 

AprU  15th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  13ih 
empowering  the  States  which  shall  have  settled  with  their  respective 
lines  on  the  principles  of  the  act  of  1st  of  June,  1784,  of  which  I 
ako  enclose  a  Copy,  to  charge  the  United  States  with  the  payments 
made,  provided  the  services  shall  not  have  been  settled  for  by  the 
paymaster  general. 

With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

^our  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jambs  Pbaesan  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  the  Hon'ble  supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

The  two  hundred  pounds  received  of  the  Treasurer  by  your  order 
of  the  &Oth  ult.  was  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  then  contracted, 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  405. 
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therefore  divided  it  in  snoh  poriiona  as  parti j  satisfied  the  most 
pressing;  several  balances  are  yet  due  to  the  amount  of  about  Eighty 
pounds,  for  which  some  persons  are  very  pressing  and  in  sbme  pur* 
chases  prompt  payment  is  necessary.  The  sums  of  forty  &  Thirty 
pounds  >ou  were  i^eased  to  order  for  the  Improvement  of  the  State 
House  square  are  Expended  and  a  debt  of  more  than  Twenty  pounds 
incurred.  Therefore  request  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  me 
such  a  sum  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  those  debts,  Continue  the 
reparations  of  the  buildings,  and  maJEc  such  further  improvements 
in  the  s*  square  as  your  Honorable  Board  may  direct. 

And  Oblige  your  h'ble  S^t 

JAMES  PEAESON. 
Philada.,  April  16th,  1785. 


BBTtjRur  OP  Ojttiobbs  BSLONaiKa  TO  THB  County  07  Phila- 

DBLPHU  MlLITIAy    1785. 

Betnin  of  Officers  duly  Elected,  belonging  to  the  County  of  Phila* 
delphia  Militia* 

5tb  Battalion,  Sd  Company. 
Captain  Peter  Worrell, 
Lieutenant  Adam  Fisher, 
Ensign  Edward  Haley. 

WM.  COATS,  LieuS  C.  P. 
Philad'a  County,  Lieutenants  Office,  the  18th  April,  1785. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Dr.  John  Ewinq  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Phikd'a,  Ap»  18th,  1785. 
Honw  Sir, 

On  Saturday  Evening  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  a  Commission 
from  Council  appointing  me,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Hutchins,  to 
run  and  ascertain  by  astronomical  Observation,  the  western  Boun- 
dary of  this  State,  a  work  that  will  require  the  whole  of  the  ensuing 
Summer  &  Autumn.  The  Beasons  that  induced  me  to  resign  the  com- 
mission,* with  which  Council  had  before  honoured  me  to  perform 
the  same  work,  operate  as  powerfully  against  my  acceptance  of  this. 
So  long  an  absence  from  the  university  would  materially  affect  its 
Interest,  and  it  is  doubtful  to  me,  whether  in  y*  present  Situation, 
the  Trustees  would  consent  to  my  absence  for  a  single  month,  even 
to  give  assistance  in  ascertaining  the  Direction  of  the  meridian  & 

*  See  page  428. 


444  PBNNSYliVANIA  ARCHIVBS  1786. 

beghiniDg  ihe  work.    However  sensible  I  am  of  the  Honour,  wbich 
Connoil  has  done  me  in  y  repeated  appointment,  I  am  oonstndned 
to  request  them  to  a]^int  some  other  Person  for  the  Bastness. 
I  am  hon'ble  Sir, 

yonr  most  obed't 

&  very  humble  Serv*t,* 

JOHN  EWING. 
Direciedf 

To  His  Ezcellency  John  Dickinson^  Esqr.^  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


SbCT.  AtLMSTRONQ  TO  Wm.  MaCLAT  AKB  JOS.  MOHXaOMIET, 

1786. 

Seo'rys  Offioe, 

PhilAd%  April  18th,  1785. 
Sir. 

1  have  to  advise  you  that  under  the  late  Aot  of.  Assembly  for 
finally  determining  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State;  David 
Bittenhouse  &  And'w  Porter,  Bsquired,  have  been  appointed  to  ez- 
ecute  that  service. 

With  much  respect  I  am  &o., 

JOHN  ARMSTBONO,  jr.,  S^. 
Directedf 
To  Wmiam  Maclay  and  Joseph  Montgomery,  Esq'rs. 


Military  Officers  of  Northumberland,  Co.,  1785 

A  Betum  of  the  Company  Officers  Elected  in  the  first  Battalion 
Noithnmberland  County  MUitia  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Peter  Hosterman. 

Captains.  Lieutenants.  Ensigns. 

1  Charles  Gobin,         Paul  Baity,  John  Harris  Juor., 

2  Abraham  Jones,      Jacob  Beid,  Willm.  Fitscort, 
8  Andrew  Leist,          Daniel  Hesioger,         Jacob  Ba)*d, 

4  Joseph  LaureutZy  Martin  Withenton  Jacob  Bucher, 

6  John  White,  John  Coleman,  Qeorge  Painter, 

6  Charles  Myer,  George  Ulrich,  Nicholas  Beem, 

7  Philip  Myer,  George  Moore,  Andrew  Delman, 

8  Peter  Whitman,  Simon  Hemnad^  Martin  Bostodor, 

I  do  hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  just  abstract  from  the  Be- 
tuina  gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 

WM.  WILSON,  Lt.  N.  County. 
April,  24th^  1785. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  443. 
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A  Seinm  of  the  Gompftny  Officers  Elected  in  the  second  Battalion 
Northumberland  Connty  Militia,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  JDoi. 
James  Morrow. 

Captains,  Lieutenants.  Ensigns. 

1  Joseph  Alexander  ^George  Headman,  Francis  Malone, 

2  John  Wheeler,  Daniel  Goodman^  Garrit  Yancamp, 

3  Wm.  Montgomery,  James  Lemon,  Andrew  Cochran, 

4  John  Nilson,  George  Hammond,  Aaron  Hemrod, 

5  John  Martin,  John  Clark,  John  MoMahon, 

6  Charles  Clark,  Alexander  Dickson,  Willm.  Case, 

7  Biohi^  Martin,  Hamilton  Armstrong,  Thomaa  Pollock, 

8  Robert  Smith,  John  Eason,  Daniel  Vincent, 

I  do  Hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  just  abstract  from  the 
returns  gaye  me  by  the  C(^onels. 

WM.  WILSON,  Lieut  North.  Co. 
April  24th,  1785. 

A  Return  of  the  Company  Officers  Elected  in  the  third  Battalion 
of  Northumberland  County  Militia,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  CoL 
Hepburn.^ 

Captains,  Lieutenants,  Ensigns, 

1  Peter  Grove,  Robert  Hamilton,        John  Love, 

2  Thomas  Foutner,     Samuel  Jiles,  Willm.  Walker, 

S  Corn's  Walldrum,    Joseph  Wickoff,  John  Robb  Junr., 

4  Robert  Flemming,  Alexander  Mahan,  Andrew  Boss, 

5  Willm.  Hammond,  Willm.  Jones,  Willm.  Winters  Jr., 

6  John  Surdder,         Jacob  CoUiner,  Peter  Sydles, 

7  Willm.  McGrady.    Braton  Caldwell,  John  Cledinin, 

I  do  Hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  Just  abstract  from  the  re- 
iuma  gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 

WM.  WILSON,  lieut.,  N.  County. 
April  24th 

A  Return  of  the  Company  Officers,  Elected  in  the  fifth  Battlion 
Northumberland  County  Militia,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Col. 
John  Kelly. 

Captains.  Lieutenants.  Ensigns. 

1  Michael  Andrews,   Adam  Harper,     .       Joseph  Price, 

2  Willm.  Clark.  John  Eackin,  George  Clark, 

3  John  Thompson,     James  Irvine,  George  Brook, 
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Ci^tains.  LienteDants.  Bhsigos.  - 

4  Joseph  Poake,         Samuel  Iddings,  James  Moore, 

6  Joseph  Green,         Henry  Pongers,  James  Moore, 

6  Samuel  MoGready,  Jacob  Treasbaoh,  Benjamin  Millerj 

7  James  Potter,  Jr.    John  Brown,  James  Hunter, 

8  John  MoPherson,   Michael  Wildgoose,  James  Templeton, 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  above  to  be  a  Just  abstract  from  the 
returns  gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 
Indorsed^  WM.  WILSON,  Lieut.  N.  Goun^. 

Snnbury  April  24th,  1785. 

Sbot.  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Prbs.  Diokiksoh,  1785 

Office  for  foreign  Affiiirs,  28  April,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
inclosed,  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  Inst,  recognising  Jan  Hendrik 
Christian  Heineken  as  Consul  from  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
Lords  and  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  for  Pennsjl- 
yania  and  along  the  Riyer  Delaware  to  redde  at  Philadelphia ;  and 
calling  upon  jour  State  to  furnish  Mr.  Heineken  with  their  .Exe- 
quatur or  notification  of  his  Quality,  &c., 

with  great  Bespect  and  Esteem,  ^ 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

'most  obt.  and  hble.  Seryt. 
Directed,  JOHN  JAY  * 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 
It  is  hereby  made  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  That  full 
credence  and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to  Jan  Hendrik  Christian 
H^neken,  Consul  from  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Losds  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  for  Pennsylyania  and  along  the 
Biyer  Delaware  to  reside  at  Philadelphia,  Which  State  is  oUled 
upon  by  yirtue  of  the  powers  delegated  by  the  Confederation  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  furnish  the  said  Jan  Hen- 
drik Christian  Heineken  with  their  exequatur  or  notification  of  his 
quality,  deliyering  one  copy  thereof  to  the  said  Jan  Hendrik 
Christian  Heineken  and  causing  another  to  be  published  in  one  or 
more  gazettes. 

Done  at  New  Tork  this  Eighteenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  cor 
Lord  dne  thousand  seyen  hundred  &  Eighty  fiye,and  of  Soyereigiitj 
and  Independence  the  ninth. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemUed. 
BICHABD  HENBYLB^P- 
CHA.  THOMSON^  Secy. 
-»  See  Col.  Rec  Vol.  XIV.  p.  461. 
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The  Unitod  Stafcefliii  Congress  Assembled,  September  7,  1781. 

The  following  fonn  of  the  exeqaatar,  is  reoommended  to  the 
Supreme.  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns'a. 

To  All  to  whom  it  may  concern  : 

John  Hendrick  Christian  Heineken  Esquire,  having  been  recog- 
nised by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  Consul  from 
their  High  Mightinesses,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  privileges, 
pre-eminence  and  authority  belonging  to  such  character  and  quality, 
are  due  to  him"^. 


MoNS.  Db  Mabboxs  to  Pbbs.  DicEnrsoN,  1786. 

Phikdelphia,  April  28th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  clemency  used  by  the  honourable  Council  in  the  ease  of 
Lewis  Colinetf  has  impressed  me  with  sentiments  adequate  to  the 
motives  I  had  for  in  treating  for  his  pardon.  If  your  Excellency  will 
give  orders  for  his  being  released  whenever  I  will  send  for  him  I 
shall  take  care  that  he  be  carried  to  New  York  to  be  there  embarked 
on  board  of  the  French  Paket,  as  there  is  no  French  veesell  in  this 
harbour,  I  shall  be  under  necessity  of  Keeping  him  in  gaole  some 
days,  but  will  use  as  little  delay  as  can  be. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's, 

most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

DE  MARBOIS. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Thou  as  Smith,  1785. 

In  Council,  April  30**,  1785. 
Sir, 

As  there  are  great  Numbers  of  Counterfeit  Certificates!:  now  in 
Circulation,  We  wish  that  the  utmost  Care  may  be  used  by  you  to 
guard  a^inst  them,  in  performing  the  Duties  required  by  the  "  Act 
for  furnishing  the  Quota  of  this  State  toward  paying  the  Annual 
Interest  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  funding  and 
paying  the  Interest  of  the  public  Debts  of  this  State/' 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired,  that  you  should  immediately 
procure  from  the  Continental  Officers  such  Books  or  Transcripts  as 
may  prevent  any  Imposition,  either  by  Falsification  of  Names  or 
Sams.  I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  Sir,  ^ 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 

Thomas  Sixiith,  Esquire,  Continental  Loan  Officer  in  this  State. 

»  Col.  Bee.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  451. 
t  lb.  449.  t  Ih.  450 
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PrB8.   DiOEIKSON  to  ,TH9  JUDGBSy  1785. 

InComioil,May2-,1785. 
Gentlemen : 

We  ha^e  received  Information  of  many  very  oniasgeoiu  Dis- 
inrbances  of  the  pablio  Peace  in  the  Connty  of  NorthnmberlaDd,  by 
persons  not  claiming  Lands  nnder  this  Commonwealth. 

As  some  of  you,  Gentlemen,  are  soon  to  be  at  Sunbury  Tipon  the 
Giicnit,  it  is  our  earnest  Desire,  that  all  the  Enquiries  may  be  made 
&  those  legal  Measures  immediately  directed  and  prosecuted,  that 
will  tend  to  restore  &  preserve  the  Peace. 
With  great  Esteem,  I  am, 

Your  most  obed^  hble.  serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
The  Honorable  The  Chief  Justice  &  the  other  Judges  of  the  So- 
preme  Court. 

«^  

LiBUT.  CoL«  JosijAH  Haemar  TO  Pbes.  Dickinsok,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  May  1«»,  1785. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  and  the  honoiabw 
Council,  a  monthly  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  Ser- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  dated  this  day.  -  ^ 

If  your  Excellency  &  the  honarable  Council  should  be  of  opioioa 
that  it  is^necessary  to  appoint  some  person  for  the  preservation  of  this 
fort  upon  the  troops  marching  from  hence,  and  have  not  already  nomi- 
nated one  for  the  purpose,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  M'  ^^ 
Duncan,  of  Pittsburg,  as  a  suitable  person,  and  one  who  is  dearoos 
of  taking  charge  of  it* 

Understanding  that  several  Yagabonds  had  presumed  to  improfi 
the  lands  betwixt  this  k  Fort  Pitt  which  have  been  appropriated  by  tbe 
honorable  the  legislature  of  the  State  for  the  redemption  of  the  de- 
preciation Certificates,  and  apprehending  that  a  removal  of  them 
would  meet  your  Excellency's  and  the  honoraUe  Councirs  approba- 
tion, (altho'  not  in  tbe  line  of  duty  as  a  Continental  Officer,)  I  baTO 
taken  the  liberty  to  detach  an  Officer  with  a  small  party,  who  btf 
destroyed  their  cabbins  &  driven  them  from  their  improvements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  &  The  honorable 
Coundrs  most  hble.  &  obed^  Serv*, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Directed f  Lu  Col.  Com*  !•*  Am»  Reg«. 

His  Excelleocy  John  Dickinson,  £^',  prendent,  &.The  H(»iaia- 
ble  The  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  448. 


PBNNSTLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1785. 


449 


ir 


•5- 


*^  o 


i-  1 

„  1  UpUiQ. 

1— 1  1 

,^    Lie%]  tenant. 

«a  1 

^    Serjewiito, 

fi? 

^  \ 

^5,    OorponJa. 

*f  Q 

00   1 

^    Bombardiers, 

II 

Od  [ 

^    Gnonera. 

ta  1 

*«     Dr^rs  &  Fifra. 

1 

(3  V" 

Q>  1 

^     MfitTOitiea. 

^1 

£     Taialp 

*A  ( 

*=^    Wftnt'g   to  cou 

ipVt 

r   ^   9   O   -4 


|5>g  B  g,Q 
1"^  2.B  «• 


O*  5  p 


^  *    do 


^WS-" 


ooo 

V  p  p 

r  r  f^ 

O 

II 

|4 

H 

^ 

Lieul  Col. 
Comm&n^laiit. 

f 

*5r 

ba  1    N-^*-^ 

Captaioa. 

-1  - 

Licuienfuitaf 

03    1     4^  1^  1^ 

Ensigns. 

Cbflplmm. 

m 

% 

|F-i 

»^ 

Q^.  Master. 

Pay  Master. 

1  Surgeon. 

4— 

^  1  Mate, 

M 

'^-t 

Qr,  Mr,  Serj. 

B 

« 

1    t^t^Oa 

iSerjcantg. 

Q. 

W  t4i^ 

Dr'rs  k  Flf  rft. 

*u        01  or  ifr. 

PrcBGiit  fit  for 
duty. 

C»  CD  Ot 

Sick  proBent. 
3iok  abaeni. 
Oa  Commaud. 
On  Etir.  JSer. 
Total,   inolnd- 
ing  tion-Cam, 
Officers    k 

-*< 

^  01  01 
O  t5^0i 

14 

^ 

SerJeAQtfl, 

t-i 

^ 

Ur'ra  &  Fif  ra. 

gl  ^^:^    [EMik  4  Fik. 

^• 

--^1    V 

- 

So      g 

Q  ^ 

-3^  o 

Si  « 

^  o    as 


g  § 


s»     iS. 


S       « 


I'* 

3'   ► 


00 

en 


4S0  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1786. 


Gov.  Clinton  op  N.  T.  to  Prbs.  DicEiNSON^^-BonKBABT, 

1786. 

New  Tork,  2nd  May,  1785. 
Sir, 
Sinoe  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Ezeellency^a  last  Letter. 

,  Philip  Schnylefy  James  Clinton  and  Simeon  De  Witt, 

Esquires  have  been  appointed  on  the  Part  of  this  State  for  running 
and  ascertaining  the  jurisdiction  Line  between  your  State  and  this, 
so  that  nothing  now  remains  to  be  done,  but  the  appointing  a  Time 
for  the  commencement  of  the  Business  and  makingjhe  neoessaiy 
arrangements  for  oarryinff  it  into  execution*  I  should  suppose  if 
these  were  to  be  submittea  to  the  Qentlemen  respectively  appointed 
to  perform  the  service,  matters  Might  be  so  concerted  by  them  as 
not  only  to  &cilitate  it  and  save  ezpences  but  so  as  best  to  suit  tbdr 
own  Private  Conveniency.  I  shall  be  happy  therefore  if  this  senti- 
ment should  meet  with  your  Excellency's  Concurrence- 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 
Directed^  ^ 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Honored  by  ) 
Col'o  Wilson,  j 


John  Stort  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  May  3d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  under  the  14th 
ultimo  requesting  an  advance  of  Cash  to  enable  me  to  enter  upon 
the  Business  of  my  office.  In  answer  to  which  Council  was  pleased 
to  inform  me  that  it  was  not  then  convenient  to  make  the  advance, 
but  if  on  application  to  Congress  I  could  not  obtain  it,  that  Couneii 
would  make  the  advance  upon  my  Return  to  this  City. 

Agreeable  to  which  Intimation  I  have  made  applio&tion  to  ^ 
Treasury  Board  for  an  advance,  but  could  not  obtain  it  They 
informed  me  there  was  no  cash  in  the  Treasury.  I  did  not  apply  to 
Congress  as  it  would  have  detained  me  several  days.  They  bttog 
determined  not  to  take  up  any  private  application  until!  the  Btisiness 
before  them  is  compleated. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  457. 
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My  not  snoceeding  at  New  York  obliges  me  to  renew  my  applica- 
tion to  Goonoil^  and  I  am  under  the  neoessity  of  requesting  tbat 
Council  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  five  hundred  Dollars.  When  I 
requested  Three  hundred  Dollars,  I  did  not  make  a  caloulation  of 
the  Ezpenoes  I  should  neoessarily  be  at,  and  upon  making  an 
Estimate  find  that  the  sum  now  requested  is  as  little  as  I  can  pos* 
ffibly  do  with. 

I  have  received  my  instmetions  from  Mr.  Milligan,  and  shall  be 
ready  to  nrooeed  to  the  place  of  my  destination  as  soon  as  I  can 
obtain  casn,  procure  Horses,  &o. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect^ 

your  Ezcellenoy^s  most 

obedient  Hum.  Servant, 

JNO.  STORY.* 
IHrecUdy 

To  his  Excellency  The  Ptesident  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  John  Stoet,  1786. 

In  Council,  May  3d,  1785. 
Sir, 

To  enable  you  to  discharge  the  Duties  of  your  appointment,  we 
have  in  Compliance  with  the  Request  in  your  Letter  of  this  Day, 
agreed  to  supply  you  with  five  hundred  Dollars. 

We  wish  you  to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  your  office  as  soon 
as  possible  in  Washington  County,  k  to  proceed  thereon  through  the 
Counties  of  Westmoreland  &  Fayette,  uuless  Circumstances  shall 
hereafter  require  any  alteration  of  this  Direction.^ 
DirecUdy 

To  John  Story,  Esquire,  additional  Commissioner  of  accounts. 


F&BS.  Dickinson  to  John  Lukbns,  S.  Gisn.,  1786. 

In  Council,  May  Sd,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  ''Act  for  directing  the  Mode  of  distributing  the  Donation 
Ijands,  promised  to  the  Troops  of  this  Commonwealth,'^  orders  that 
the  surveyor  general  shall  forthwith  appoint  Deputies  for  surveying 
the  Lots  therein  mentioned. . 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  886,  899,  461,  452,  and  this  Vol.,  p.  426 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  461,  452. 
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We  find  by  a  Report  made  to  ub  this  Morning  by  the  Comptroller 
Oeneral,*  that  it  vill  Be  Decessary  to  have  the  Lota  snrreyed  &  laid 
off  in  the  following  numbers  &  qoantitiea :  that  is  to  say,  177 
lots  of  the  first  Description,  each  containing  500  acres }  88  of  the 
second  Description,  each  containing  300  aores;  186  of  the  third 
Description,  each  containing  250  acres;  & 2119 of  the  fourth  Descrip- 
tion, each  containing  200  acres. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  order  your  Deputies  to  take  effeotual  care» 
that  the  Lands  remote  from  the  eastern  and  northern  Boundaries  of 
the  State  shall  be  first  surveyed,  &  that  this  may  be  done  in  sdch 
Manner  as  may  be  best.  We  wish  you  to  ayul  yourself  of  all  Uie 
Information  that  can  be  obtained  from  Wm.  Irrine,  Esquire^  the 
Agent  appointed  by  us  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  Act 

We  rely  upon  your  Prudence  &  Attention  for  giving  all  the  In- 
structions to  your  Deputies  when  appointed  &  approved  that  may  be 
requisite  for  carrying  the  act  into  execution. 
I  am  with  much  Esteem,  Sir, 
yr.  most  obdt.  hble.  Servaut| 


JOHN  DICKINSON. 


Directed^ 
The  Surveyor  Oeneral. 


And'w  Ellicott  to  Pbbs,  Dickinson,  1785. 

Sir, 

By  a  Letter  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Bittenhouse,  dated  the 
28th  of  April ;  I  understand  that  the  Executive  CounoU|  (at  the 
Head  of  which  yon  preside,)  have  appointed  me  one  of  your  Com- 
missioners to  run  the  Western  Boundary  of  your  State  over  the 
Ohio.f  As  I  have  been  employed  in  favour  of  Virginia  on  this 
business  to  fhat  River,  I  find  that  I  can  attend  with  conveniencj 
afterward  in  favour  of  Pennsylvania.  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  send  the  Commission  eithisr  to  M'  Rittenhouse  or  Cap*  Hotcbins, 
as  it  may  miscari^  by  the  way  of  Baltimore.  I  shall  leave  Uiis 
Place  and  proceed  for  the  Western  Country  in  two  or  three  Days;, 
where  I  expect  to  meet  the  above  Gentlemen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Excellencies  Humble  Servt., 

AND'W  ELLICOTT. 

Baltimore,  May  4th,  1785. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col  Eec,  XIV.,  p.  468, 
t  Seo  lb.  464,  464. 
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A  BbXURK   OB  OfFIOEBS  ElBOTED  AaREBABLB  TO  MiLITIA 

Law  of  PBinKBTLVAKiA,  1785. 

A  Retnni  of  Offieen  duly  Elected  and  Nominated  agreeable  to  the 
Militia  I^w  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


i 

When 

Hamee. 

Bank* 

Battalion 

1 

When  Elected. 

Nominated. 

Henry  Rftil, 

Lieut, 

Fifth, 

7 

Aug.  80, 1784. 

Jolin  Hawkins, 

lieat, 

Do., 

5 

/ 

Sept  11,1784. 

Andrew  MoBntare, 

Ensign., 

Do., 

6 

Do.  28,     " 

John  DeniBJB, 

Captain, 

Do., 

7 

^ 

April  12, 1786, 

LukeMom88,jr. 

Captain, 

First, 

8 

April  18,    •* 

John  Pisant, 

Migor, 

Third, 

ApriH6,1784, 

John  Woodaide, 

Captain, 

ArtUlery 

6 

Do.  18^    «« 

John  Bosk, 

Captain, 

Third, 

8 

Do.   21,     " 

George  Nelson, 

Capt.  Lt, 

Artillery 

6 

Do.  26,    " 

Joseph  Mansfield, 

Lieutenant 

Third, 

8 

Do.  80,    « 

Thomas  Bdynolds, 

Lieutenant 

First, 

8 

May  2,  1786. 

Henry  Wearer, 

Ensign., 

Do., 

8 

May  2,      " 

Lambert  Wilmer, 

1st  Lieut, 

Artillery 

6 

Ma/   2,    " 

City  Philada.,  Lieutenants  office,  May  6th,  1785. 

WM.  HENRY,  Lt 
JHreded, 

Hia  Ezoellency,  John  Diokinaon,  Esq.,  Prestdentji^nd  the  Honor- 
able the  SopMino  Szeoutiye  Gounoil,  of  the  State  of  PeunsylvaDia. 


PbBS.  DiCKINBON  TO  OOL.  F.  JOHNSTOV,  1785. 

In  Council,  May  6th,  1785. 

As  there  are  great  numbers  of  Counterfeit  Certficates  in  Circu- 
lation, we  wish  that  the  utmost  Care  may  be  used  by  you  to  guard 
against  them,  in  performignthe  Duties  required  of  you  by  the  <'  act 
for  opening  the  Land  office,  for  granting  and  disposing  of  the  un- 
appropriated Lands  within  this  state.'^ 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired,  that  you  should  immediately 
procure  from  the  Continental  offices  such  books  or  Transcripts  as 
may  prevent  any  Imposition,  either  by  nullification  of  Names  or 
aums. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed  J 

Francis  Johnson,  Esquire,  Receiver  General  of  the  Land  office. 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p,  466. 
JTOL.  X.— 20 
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Pres.  Diceiksok  to  G0MMI8S10KBBS  ON  N.  Y.  Boukdakt, 

1786. 

Gentlemen, 

I  reoeiTod  the  inclosed  Letter  from  QovV  Clinton*  late  last 
night ;  &  as  his  proposal  of  a  CorrespondeDce  between  jou  &  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Stat«  of  New  York,  appears  very  proper  to  be 
adopted^  I  think  it  necessary  that  the  Commnnieation  should  be 
made  to  yon,  before  you  set  out  on  your  journey  to  the  westward. 

I  ahall  be^  obliged)  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  retom  the  inolosure 
to-day. 

I  am^  Gentlemen, 

your  very  h'ble  ser't 

May  8th  1785.  JOHN  DIOKINSON-t 

Directed^ 

David  mttenbonse  &  Andrew  Porter^  Esquires. 


David  Rittbnhousb  to  Prks.  Dickinsok,  1785. 

May  8th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  communicating  Governor  Clinton's 
Letter.  I  likewise  received  one  last  evening  from  Mr.  De  Witt,  one 
of  the  Gentlemen  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York  for  aseer- 
tuning  the  nundary  Line.  He  proposes  their  meriting  ua  al 
Philadelphia  to  concert  measures  for  carrying  the  business  into 
execution,  and  wishes  to  receive  our  propositions  by  the  next  Post, 
as  he.  is  gbinii:  to  set  off. soon  for  Albany.  He  says  they  must 
depend  on  us  for  the  necessary  Instruments.  I  believe  there  is  no 
Instrument  fit  for  the  purpose  in  this  part  of  America  excepting  the 
6  feet  Sector  belonging  to  Mr.  Penn.  But  I  have  been  for  some 
time  employed  in  making  one  which  will  be  much  more  portable 
than  that  of  Mr.  Penn,  and,  I  doubt  not,  equally  accurate.  It 
might  soon  be  finished  if  I  was  not  obliged  to  go  to  the  westward. 

Whether  the  Northern  Boundary  may  be  deferred  to  another 
season  Council  alone  can  determine.  I  wish  it  might,  as  it  seems 
scarcely  possible  to  attend  to  both  this  Summery  if  not  I  see  nothiog 
more  eligible  than  the  plan  agreed  on  viz^  for  me  to  return  aome 
time  in  June,  But  I  wish  to  remind  your  Excellency  how  little  my 
Constitution  is  adapted  to  so  much  fatigue; 

I  am,'Sir,  your  Excell'cys, 

very  Humble  Servant, 
Directed,  DAV.  RITTENHOUSB.t 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 

*  See  page  450. 

t  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  457.  ^      t  ^Id. 
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Pres,  Dickinson  to  David  Rittenhousb,  1785. 

Seoretarj's  offioe, 

Philadelphia,  May  9, 1785. 
Sir, 

Uoveroor  Clinton's  letter  of  the  2d  of  May  with  the  letters  which 
passed  yesterday  between  yon  &  the  President  upon  it,  were  this 
morning  laid  before  Council — who  after  reconsidering  the  subject 
have  thonght  proper  to  direct^,  that  you  &  Coll.  Porter  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  westward  agreeably  to  their  instructions  of  the  6th  inst. 
and  that  you  should  enter  upon  an  immediate  correspondence  with 
the  New  York  Commissioners  and  with  them,  determine  when  you 
can  proceed  to  ascertain  the  northern  Line. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  regard 

your  obed.  &  very  hum.  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

David  Rittenhouse  k  Andrew  Porter,  Esq'rs. 


Seo't  Abmstrokg  to  Col^  J.  Harmak,  1785. 

Sec'y  Office,  PhnadeFa,  10th  May,  1785. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  second  copy  of  the  late  Resolutions  of  Congress  for 
raising  a  new  Regime  I  have  also  to  repeat  the  requisition  of 
Council  that  you  would  be  as  early  in  communicating  to  them,  the 
names  &e.,  of  such  of  the  officers  as  choose  to  continue  under  the 
present  arrangement,  as  possible. 

Captain  Finney  will  inform  you  of  another  ordinance,  providing 
for  the  discharge  of  the  Troops  now  in  service.  The  time  and  man- 
Dcr  of  carrying  this  into  effect  are  committed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War — Council  are  however  of  opinion,  that  should  no  order  of  this 
kind  reach  you  before  the  enlistment  of  the  Troops  expire,  you  will 
render  a  very  important  service  to  the  State  in  keeping  the  mcfn  to- 
gether untill  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  can  be  taken  upon  the 
you  mode  of  raising  their  proportion  of  the  new.  Corps.  The  Assembly 
will  begin  to  sit  some  time  in  August.  I  have  also  to  inform  that 
under  the  "fety  improper  ft  unaccountable  reduction  which  has  been 
made  in  the  pay  of  the  officers — Council  have  thougfit  it  their  duty 
to  bring  about  if  possible  a  reconsideration"^  of  that  part  of  the  Ordi- 
nance &  cannot  but  flatter  themselves  that  such  alteration  will  yet 

«  See  page  440. 
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take  plaoe  as  most  make  your  oontinuance  in  servioe  aa  agreeable  u 
tbej  eoold  wiah  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  esteem.  Sir, 

yr  xQo.  (A)*  &  very  Hb.  Serv*,* 

^  JOHN  AJVMSTBONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y. 
Directed^ 
To  Lt.  Col.  Jo«ah  Harmar. 


D.  RnxENHOtrsB,  Tbbas.,  to  Pres.  Dickiksoh,  1785. 

May  10th,  1785. 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  inform  Council  that  there  is  at  present  about 
JC7000,  of  the  new  paper  money  Signed  and  ready  to  be  issued,  most 
of  the  Signers  are  but  just  entering  on  the  business,  but  so  many  of 
them  are  now  engaged  that  with  very  little  industry  they  may  fQ^ 
nish  ;^10,000  %  week  in  futuM. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Humble  Serv't, 

.DAY^  BITTBNH0nSB,Traa8. 

To  Jehu  Armstrong,  Esquire,  Seoratary. 


Pees.  Dioeinsok  to  Board  of  Wardens,  1785. 

In  Council,  May  11th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  are  a  Copy  of  a  Contract  made  this  Day  with  Thonai 
Davis  in  pursuance  of  your  Recommendation,  &  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  four  thousand  &  one  hundred  pounds  payable  to  you, 
for  enabling  him  to  erect  piers  in  the  Biver  Delawaie  for  sheltering 
^hinping. 

As  we  understand,  that  putting  the  Business  into  this  train  ii 
agreeable  to  you.    We  rely  on  your  knowledge  &  attention  in  sm^wr* 
intending  it,  so  that  the  agreement  may  be  striotly  oheervedi  and  sll 
the  public  advantages  derived  from  it  that  are  expected. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  mofiA  obed*  S^rvS 

JOHN  DICKINSON.f 

To  the  Board'of  Wardens. 

*  See  pages  440,  467. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  ^  458,  468,  474. 
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Pbbs*  Dickikson  to  Dblbgatbs  in  Cokgrbss,  1785. 

In  Goanoil,  May  nth;  1785. 
GeotlemeOy 

We  are  of  opinion,  tbat  by  the  Resolntion  of  Congress  of  the  12tk 

of  last  Apnly  the  pay  of  the  Lieut's. GoL,  Major  &  Captains,  & 

particularly  of  the  first  is  reduced  too  low.  We  therefore  dosire,  that 

you  would  endeavour  to  obtain  a  Beconsideration  of  that  fiesolution. 

I  am  with  much  respoct| 

Gen'tn  y  mo.  oM'*  A  very  h'ble  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
IHrecUd\\, 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Delegates. 


Sbo't  of  Cokgrbbs  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,.  1785. 

^;^ .  •  Seeretaiy's  OSeei 

May  12th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  of  transmitting  io  your  Ezoellenoy  an  Act  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  laying  out  into  distinct 
States  the  western  Territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  individual  States, 
and  stating  the  principle  on  which  the  temporary  and  permanent 
ffovernments  of  the  New  States  shall  be  established,  also  an  ordinance 
for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  terri- 
ioiy  and  subsequent  measures  taken  for  carrying  the  ordinance  into 
effect. 

Having  received  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  April  last, 
oovering  the  Acts  of  the  Ist,  7th  and  12th  of  that  month,  relative  to 
the  raisiiu^  a  body  of  troops  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  I 
must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  communicate  to  me  the 
steps  taken  by  your  State  for  raising  the  quota  assigned,  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  make  report  thereof. 

With  the  gTMteet  respeoi 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellenoy'B  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  ServH, 
S  CHA.  THOMSON.* 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Gel  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  471,  and  page  4i0  ef  this.     . 
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D.  RrrraNHousB  to  V.  P.  Jambs  Ievhtb,  1785. 

May  12th,  1785. 
Dr.  Sir, 

When  the  marking  a  temporary  Line  between  this  Stale  and  New 
York, was  talked  of  a  small  astronomical  Quadrant  was  purchased 
for  that  purpose,  it  is  very  portable  and  would  be  nsefal  on  tbo 
western  Line,  not  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  Line  or  fixing  the 
N.  W.  Comer  but  for  correcting  the  Geography  of  the  Country,  is 
it  is  public  property  and  at  present  in  my  possession  I  would  not 
hesitate  to  take  it  with  me  if  I  was  assured  that  it  will  not  be  wanted 
by  the  Gentlemen  who  were  going  on  the  temporary  Line.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any  information  on  this  matter, 
your's  with  great  respect,  N 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSB. 
DirecUd, 

Hon.  James  Irvine,  iBsqaire,  V .  President^ 


Pbbs.  DiokinsoV)  to  Ooy.  op  Nbw  Jbrsbt,  1785. 

In  CoondV  May  13th,  1785. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  a  Besolution  of  ^the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  thirty  first  of  last  March, 
concerning  an  object  of  much  Importance  both  to  New  Jersey  & 
Pennsylvania. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Bespeot,  &,c.f 
Direcfed, 

His  Excellency^  The  Gov.j  of  New.  Jersey. 


John  Luxens,  S.  G.,  to  Sect.  Armstrong,  1785. 

Surv.  Generals  Office,  14th  May,  1784.t 
Sir, 
I  received  yours  of  yesterday's  date  concerning  the  CommissioBiDg 

Eerson^  whose  names  were  sent  to*  Gonnoil  oa  the  &th  Inst.|  wooM 
eg  you  wou'd  lay  the  following  facts  befor^  Council, — as  sood  is 
Gen.  Irvine  was  appointed  agent  to  explore  the  Donation  lands  ke 
came  to  me  and  we  agreed  to  divide  the  same  into  ten  Districts  sn 

♦  He  was  elected  as  successor  to  James  Ewiiig,  Nov.  6,  1784. — and  re- 
signed Oct.  10,  1786,  and  wassuooeded  by  Hon.  Charles  Biddle.  See  Co^ 
Eec.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  249,  652. 

t  Indorsed,  May  14th,  1786,  which  is  probably  the  correct  date.  See  CoL 
Bee,  XX7.  i^.,  464.  %  UM. 
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named  the  Sarveyors,  foar  of  whom  w«re  officers  of  the  Peoiiflylva. 
Line,  and  were  recommended  by  their  Superior  officers,  and  were 
Practical  Soryeyore  in  the  bac^  Coonties,  to  which  we  added  Six 
more  as  per  last^  sent  to  Council  ye  5th  Inst,  at  whicb  time  Mr. 
Watts  coming  in,  desired  me  to  enter  bis  son's  name  which  I  did, 
and  have  also  sent  in  the  names  of  James  Hoge  &  Peter  Light  snce 
for  fear  some  of  the  first  ten  should  disappoint  us,  four  of  the  first 
ten  are  Commissioned  &  the  others  are  sent  for — ^now  why  the 
eleventh  should  be  pushed  in  before  we  bear  something  from  the  others 
I  should  be  fiUd  to  be  informed,  unless  Council  have  some  objection 
to  some  of  the  first,  especially  as  Mr.  Watts  objects  to  his  Son 
coming  to  town  to  take  out  his  Deputation,  &  Confesses  he  has  not 
been  in  the  practice  of  Surveying, 

I  remain  yours  to  serve, 

JNO.  LUKENS,  S.  G. 
Directed f 
John  Armstrong  Junr.,  Bsqr.,  Secy,  to  Council,  present 


War  Officb  to  Pbbs.  Diokinbok,  1785. 

(Circular,) 
War  Office,  New  York,  May  19th,  1785. 
Sir,  .  , 

As  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  war  department  I  have 
to  request  that  your  ExcellcDoy  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  raise  the  proportion  of  troops  required  by  the  act  of  CongiFeas 
of  the  12  of  April  last.  .< 

It  is  importent  to  the  public  interest  that  these  troops  should  be 
raised  as  soon  as  possible  as  a  great  part  of  them  are  to  attend  the 
commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  upon  the  Wabash  or  Illinois  the  dis- 
tance of  which  places  require  that  the  troops  should   be  put  early 
into  motion  that  the  treaty  may  be  held  in  due  season. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  KNOX.* 
DirecUd 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office  H.  Knox. 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  XIV.,  p.  465. 
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Pees.  Diokihson  to  the  C.  J.  ahd  othbr  Judgbs, 
1785. 

In  Ooanea;  May  2l8t,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  on  the  geoond  Instant*  oommnnioated  to  yon  Infomatioa 
of  Diainrbanoes  of  ^e  pnblio  Peace  in  the  County  of  Nortbnmberiand» 
we  think  it  proper  to  trananit  to  y on  also  a  Copy  of  the  Report  made 
to  ns  on  the  ISth,  by  the  Committee  of  The  Gkneral  Assembly  on 
the  Wyoming  Business  which  yon  will  nowreeeite  with  sevenl 
Indosores. 

I  am  with  great  Bsteem, 

Gentlemen^  yonr  most  obedt.  &  hble.  Servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  The  Chief  Justice;  &  the  other  Judges  of  thd 
Supreme  Court 

Maoistratbs  and  Sheriff  of  Nobthumbbrland  Countt, 

1785. 

In  Council,  May  2lBt,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  informed,  that  many  very  ontragous  Disturbances  of  the 
pubho  peace  have  lately  been  committed  in  your  County  by  peisoos 
not  claiming  Lands  under  this  Commonwealth. 

We  expect,  that  you  will  properly  exercise  the  authority  vested 
in  you  by  Law  for  preserving  the  Peace,  and  apprehending,  com- 
mitting and  punishing  those  who  break  the  same. 

We  have  written  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Courtt  who  are 
expibted  to  be  soon  at  Sunbnry,  desiring  them  when  they  shall  be 
there,  to  make  the  due  Enquiries,  &;  direct  legal  Measures  to  be 
immediately  prosecuted. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c. 
Directed. 

The  Magistrates  &  Sheriff  of  Northumberland  County. 


Pbes.  DioBiNSON  TO  Wab  Offiob,  1785. 

In  Council,  May  21st^  17S5. 
Sir, 

This  day  we  have  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Lettw  of  the 
nineteenth.]: 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April  has  been  transmitted  by 
ns  to  Col.  Harmar;  and  as  the  general  assembly  is  adjourned  to 

«  See  page  448.  f  See  page  448. 

I  See  page  469, 


Ami  28d  of  Almost,  m  bftve  gWea  him  our  opiBioii,  ihat  if  ho  ordev 
ftr  the  Disohug^  of  tho  Troops  r^aohea  him  before  the  lalistment 
ezfritefl,  he  wiii  render  mi  importi^Dt  service  to  the  State,  in  keeping 
tha  Mm  lo^ithen  until!  the  S^nse  of  the  Legiabtoxe  can  be  taken 
upon  the  Mode  of  nisi^g  the  propcnrtion  of  PennsjlTania. 

If  sneh  an  order  for  the  Discharge  of  the  Troops  shonld  be  given,  • 
we  apprehend,  many  very  considenble  Inoonveniences  will  neoes- 
sarily  resnll  f irom  the  Measoie. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  sery% 

JOHN  DICKINSON  * 
Genl.  Knox. 

The  I]foiM^ia%Ie  John  Diekinsoa,  Esq'te,  Preaideiiti  of  lim  Supfeme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Thos.  Smith,  L.  0.,  to  Pbes.  Dxokinsok,  1786. 

Philad'a,  Hay  21st,  1786. 

Sir 

The  money  received  on  yoijr  Excellency's  order  is  nearly  paid 
i^^^y— please  to  Issue  an  oitlef*  for  a  farther  sum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

y  Excellency's  most  obed.  h'ble  Serv., 

THOS.  SMITH,  CI  L.  OfSoe 
lor  the  State  PennsylvaQia-t 


Sbc'y  01?  Congress  to  Prks.  Dickinsok,  1785.  * 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  31st,  1785. 

Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  two  acts  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  one  passed  the  3d  November, 
1783,  directing  the  |»yi9aa)ter  General  to  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
regimental  agents  the  Certificates  for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  respective  lines  of  the  Ute  army  to  be  by 
them  delivered  to  the  IndividaalB  or  deposited  for  their  benefit  as 
ttie  supremo  Executive  of  their  respective  States  shall  direct.  The 
other  passed  the  27th  of  the  present  month  fisquesting  the  Legie- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,Tol.  XIV.,  p.  466. 
t  lWdi>.  466. 
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tatnre  of  the  respective  States  to  catise  the  flervioes  of  th*  said  agetli 
to  be  exftmined,  and  make  them  sneh  allowaBce  aa  thaj  may  ibiak 
them  entitled  to.  Tonr  Exeelleney  will  be  pleased  (o  lay  tkcM 
before  the  Legislature  of  yonr  state  and  oommnnioato  to  me  thdr 
determination,  that  I  may  report  the  same  to  Oongreis. 
With  great  Respect 

I  have,  the  honor  to  be 

your  Ezcelleitoy's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  serr't, 
CHA.  THOMSON  * 
Directed 

His  Excellency^  The  President  of  Pensylyania. 


MiCBABL  HUBFNAQLB  TO  J,  ArMSTBOKO,  Jb.»  1T85. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yon  Mr.  Thompson  has  famished  me  with  oopy^B  of 
two  depositions  &  a  copy  of  the  Bilf  of  Sale  for  the  Roios  of^o 
Garrison  at  Pittabargh,  and  an  Inventory  of  the  purchase,  a  great 
[part]  of  which,  has  since  that  time  been  made  use  of  for  the  Oarrifion 
Oounet)  will  please  to  direct  us  how  to  proceed;  if  CouncU  shoald 
be  of  opinion  to  have  them  sold;  I  coald  wish  Mr.  Trimble  to  have 
the  N^esaarj  advertisement  inserted  in  the  papers  &  farnishnio 
with  one  of  the  papers. '  I  would  just  mention,  that  I  think  it 
would  be  neoessary  for  Council  to  apply  to  Congress,  to  order  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  order  the  Commanding  officer  at  the  time  of 
his  removal  to  give  the  possession  to  such  person  or  persoos  as 
Council  shall  direct  to  receive  the  same ;  it  may  pcrhspsbe  a  means 
of  pre?entiiig  a  great  deal,  of  trouble. 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

-  -  MICH.  HUFFNAGLE.t 

Mr.  Thompson  is  perfectly  agreed  with  any  proceedings  of 
Council. 

Hanna's  Town,  lyiay  6th,  1785. 
DirecUdj-^Oa  Public  Service.) 

Gen'l  John  Armstrong,  jr.  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


No.  !• 
DBPosmoN  OP  DoRSBT  Pbnticost. 

Pped'k  County,  fls. 

Thk  day  came  Dorsey  Penttoost  of  lawful  age  before  the  Coo- 
missioners  appointed  by  the  fionble  Assembly  and  Convention  f« 
setting  tho  accts.  of  the  late  Expedition  under  Lprd  Danmore,  A 
being  sworn  upon  the  holy  Evangelists  deposeth  &  saycth  that  he 

♦See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.XIV.,p.4n,472. 
t  See  Ib;d.,  472,  498.  - 
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saw  a  Letter  ffom  Oen'l  Oege,  dited  in  the  winter  1772,  whieh 
teemed  to  b^an  anewer  to  a  ^monstranee  from  the  Inhabitants  of 
Fort  Pitt,  desiring  to  Pmrehase  the  Rnine  of  Fort  Pitt ;  wherein  ho 
inforaia  them  he  had  leod.  a  retnm  from  Major  Bdmonstone  inform- 
ing him  he  had  sold  the  Premises  to  Alex'r  I^oss  &  WiUiani 
Thompson^  whiob  sale  was  good  and  by  bis  orders.    - 

D0R8EY  PENTICOST. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  of  Oct|  1775. 

ISAAC  KITE. 
(Copy.) 

No.  2. 

DsposmoN  07  Georqib  Roots. 


Fred'k  County,  ss. 

N  This  day  came  George  Roots  of  Lawful  age  before  the  Commis^ 
si<»ers  appdnted  by  the  Honhle  the  Assembly  &  Convention  for 
settling  the  Militia  accts.  of  the  late  Expedition  under  Lord  Dun* 
more,  &  being  sworn  upon  the  holy  evangelists,  deposeth  and  sayeth 
that  Alex'r  Ross  of  Fort  Pitt  shew'd  him  a  Bill  of  sale  from  Major 
Edmonstone,  (who  this  deponant  understood,  CoOimanded  at  Fort 
Pitt  at  the  time  the  sale  was  made)  to  Alex'r  Ross  &  William 
Thompson  for  all  the  Ruins  of  Fort  Pitt,  &  its  appendages  for  a 
Talnable  Consideration  after  the  said  Fort  was  dismantled  & 
evacuated  by  the  Kings  Troops ;  and  the  said  Alex'r  Ross  sheWM 
this  deponant  a  Letter  from'  Col.  Robinson,  who  this  deponant  was 
informed  was  the  Barrack  Master  Ocn'l  in  America,  which  Letter 
seemed  to  be  in  answer  to  one  written  by  the  said  Ross  to  the  said 
Col.  Robinson,  where  he  informs  him,  'twas  always  customary  to 
sell  the  Ruins  of  Forts  whenever  they  were  evacuated  by  the  Kings 
Troops.  That  the  Kine  was  never  adjudged  a  vicious  intruder  but 
had  a  right  to  sell  the  Ruins  of  Forts,  whenever  left  by  his  Troops^ 
t  therefore  his  Purchase  was  good. 

GEO.  ROOTS. 
Sworn  before  me^  this  23d  day  of  Oct.,  1775. 

ISAAC  KITE, 
(Copy.) 
No.  8. 
Bill  or  Sale,  &c. 

Know  ril  Men  by  these  presents  that  I  Charles  Bdmonstone, 
Esq.,  Oapt.  in  his  Maiesty's  18th  or  Royal  Regiment  of  Foot  of 
Ireland,  and  Commanding  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  and  m  eonsideration  of 
tb»  snn.of  Fifiy  PoundS)  N«  York  Ouneney  iome^in  hand  peid; 


by  WillUm  Tbompsoo,  Qent.  in  the  Coqnlj  of  OumWriaild,  wai 
Province  of  Penosy  Waoia,  and  Alexander  Reesv  Agen^  Yioloalliar 
^%  Fort  PUt  I  the  Receipt  wbereof  I  do  heiebj  Bpkmsmhdgt,  fia?e 
Bargiuaed  and  sold  o«i  bakalf  of  Ihe  Grown  &  by  tbeee  pMaente  do 
]kiiaii|y  spU  ai^d  delWor  auto  tb#  said  Williant  Thompson  k 
Alexander  Ross;  All  the  Pipkitls^ Qrieks,  Stone,  TimboTi  and  Inuif 
whioh  now  is  in  the  Building  or  Walls  of  the  Fort,  and  in  the 
Redoubts  to  be  demolished  by  order  of  hie  Excellency  the  HonUe 
Lieut  General  Thomas  Gage,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majist/s 
Forces  in  North  America.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Bargaioed 
PickittSy  Bricks,  Stones,  Timber  and  Iron,  unto  the  said  William 
Thompson  &  Alex'r  Ross,  their  Executors,  admrs.  &  assigns  forever. 
And  I  the  said  Charles  Edmonstone,  in  behalf  of  the  crown,  shall 
and  will  Warrant  &  forever  defend  against  all  Persons,  by  these 
presents  the  said  Bargained  Premises  unto  the  said  William  Thomp- 
son &  Alex'r  Ross,  their  Executors  and  Assigns.  In  Witness 
whereof  I  have  hereunto,  set  my  bsnd  &  seal  the  tenth  day  of 
October,  one  thooaand  seven  hundred  &  seventy-two.  ^ 

(Signed.)  CH A'S  EDMONSTOXE^  [seal.]  ^ 

(Signed,  Sealed  &  delivered  ^  Commanding. 

In  Presence  of, 
Edm'd  Prideaux, 
Edw'd  fiand 
1,244,160  Bricks, 

Sundry  Bricks,  $o.,  remg,  in  the  Gov*  House, 
Sundry  Square  &  cut  Stones  in  the  Walls  of  the  For^ 
2,026  Pickitts, 

4,250  Feet  of  Walnut  Scantlingi 
499  Feet  of  Plank, 
16  Double  Frames  of  Barrack  Rooms^ 
2,380  Feet  of  Square  Timber, 

A  Square  Log  House,  50  Feet  long, 
2  Redoubts,  8  Stacks  of  Chimneys. 


M.  HUFPKAGLB  TO  GbN.  J.  ABHBTBONa,   1785. 

I  take  the  fli'st  opportunity  of  informing  yon  to  mention  to  Connefl 
that  on  the  eleventh  instant  about  eight  o'clock  of  the  Evening  a 
Delaware  Indian  Named  Mamangbtaquie  on  the  other  side  of  AU«- 

ghany  River  opposite  Pitlsburgb,  Kill'd  ono  Jk>hn  Smith,  &  wounded 
iree  Men  at  the  same  time — we  had  him  taken,  &  he  is  now  secoisd 
in  the  Garrison  at  this  place — we  have  also  had  an  Inquisition  held 
4t  it  is  found  by  them  Wilfnll  Murder.  You'li  please  to  pcDdoo 
ibis  to  CiMUioil  for  then^  to  appoint  •  some  Mode  for  hjs  |nal— as  Um 
)nh||bit4kiMa  requ^flt  that  it  might  be  done  t^  soon  as  possible  Uf 
^MT^of  M  )BMp9  9c.foroe|  as  t^ei^  a^  but  aU  MaP  MK  t9  gwi  ^ 


]PorU,  and  if  GouB^il  skonlil  ihink  k  Necessary  te  flaad  Iw  Mma  of 
(he  Ghieb  of  his  Natioa  to  bo  pxioMnt  at  tiie  lime  of  irjrtL 
I  hftve  the  hoHor  to  be 

your  most  oVt  H'ble  Serv't, 

I      MICH.  HUFPNAQLE.*. 

Pittsburgh,  May  13th,  1785. 
JHrectedj 

(On  Publio  Service,) 

To    GenU  John    Armstrong,  Jr.,  Secretary,  to  the   S«pream 
fbecutive  Connoll,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  J.  Habmak  to  Pees.  Dickinson^  1785. 

Fort  Mclntoflb.  May  24th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  honoured  last  evening  with  your  Letter  of  the  26th  ult% 
uieiosiiig  me  the  late  resolttUoa  of  Gonjppese  re^»eeting  a  new 
arrangement  of  tbe  Corps. 

Indosed  be  pleased  to  reoeiye  a  list  of  the  Offioers  who  are  wil* 
ling  to  eontume  upon  the  present  establishment.  If  two  Captains 
only  are  to  be  appointed,  I  would  beg  leare  to  recoynmend  seniofity. 

Lieut  Herbert  bas  been  suspended  in  his  command  the  chief  part 
of  the  time  since  the  Corps  was  caised,  and  in  my  opinion  is  unworthy 
of  command. 

The  reduction  of  tbe  Pty  of  the  Officers  appears  to  be  rather  par- 
flimonions.  What  the  views  of  Congress  may  be,  in  abridging  the 
pay,  the  OffieerQ  know  not  If  his  EzcelleDcy  the  President  £  the 
Honorable  the  Council  should  think  proper  to  eontinue  me,  I  aoi 
willing  to  remain  upon  the  present  arrangement. 

Pay  k  Subsiatenoe  (any  fiiriher  than  lo  support  the  rank  k  Dignity^ 
of  an  Oficer,)  I  despise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  k  very  h'blc  Serv't,  > 

JOS.  HARMAB;,  I|t.  Col.  Com.f 
DirecU^f 

To  the  Honoiable  John  Acmstroftg,  Bsqc,  Seoretnj  to  Comcil^ 
Philadelphia.  .  > 

Hon'di^Lt.  Doyle. 

*  See  Col,  Bee,  YoL  XIV.,  p.  471.    J  Ibid.  478,  480. 
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Names  and  Bank  of  the  Offieeiv  of  the  PeDDBylvania  Uiie,  who  are 
at  present  IB  the  serrioe  <Kf  the  United  States  and  are  willing  to 
remain  npon  the  Establishment  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Congress, 
of  the  7th  of  April^  1785. 


Names. 


Josiah  Harmsr; 
Walter  Finney, 
David  Zeigleri 
William  MeCnrdj^ 
Thomas  Douglas^ 
Joseph  Ashton, 
Stewart  Herberty 
Erkories  Beatty, 
Thomas  Doyle, 
John  Armstrong, 
Ebenezer  Denny, 
Nathan  McDowell, 
John  McDowell, 
Richard  Allison, 


Rank. 


(Dates  of  sppointmcnts. 


12th  Angnst,  1784. 
12th  Angnst,  1784. 
12th  Angnst,  1784. 
12th  Angnst,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
21st  October,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  H84. 


Lieutenant  Colonel, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain, 

Captain,         ^ 

Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant, 

Lieutenant^ 

Lieutenant, 

Ensfgn, 

Ensign, 

Ensign, 

Surgeon, 

Mate. 


JOS.  HARMAR, 

L'  CoL  Com't 


Fort  Mcintosh,  May  24th,  1785. 


Bob*  Qalbbaith  to  P&ss.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Pittsburg  May  25th,  1785. 
His  Ezcellenoy  John  Diokinson  Esquire., 

May  it  please  your  Eioeliency  the  Indian,  who  is  now  eimfioed  ia 
the  Garrison  at  this  pUoe  ia  anxious  to  be  tried  as  q>eedily  as  may 
be,  and  receive  the  doom  be  so  justly  deserves.  The  Militia  of 
Washington  County,  have  made  two  attempts  to  break  the  Duogeoa 
wbere  he  is  confined,  and  Tommihawk  him.  Captn.  Lueket  who 
Commands  the  Garrison  at  this  place,  has  but  four  Men,  who  us 
not  sufficient  to  keep  Centry  over  him,  even  supposing  no  attempts 
were  made  to  rescue  him.  The  Inhabitants  therefore  have  been 
obliged  to  mount  Guard  for  some  nights  past  nntill  a  few  Men  were 
sent  by.  Colonel  Harmar  from  Mcintosh  to  our  relief. 

Last  Saturday  night  the  first  attempt  was  made  by  near  fifty  mes 
armed  with  Rifles  and  axes,  who  had  about  eleven  o'clock  at  nigbt 
forced  their  way  into  the  Garrison,  but  through  the  vigilsooe  (d 
Capt,  Luoket  and  his  few  men,  the  Justices  and  other  Cititeos,  thej 
were  dispersed  without  any  Damage  being  done.  Next  Monday  mo^ 
ning  between  Daybreak  and  sunrise,  another  party,  oonvstiiigof 
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. thirty  or  thereabouts,  were  duootered  hyCaptn,  Lneket  and  Oolonel 
Boiler  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Oarrison  Gate,  they  bad  got  be^ 
tween  them  and  the  Gate  before  they  were  discovered,  and  upon 
Capln.  Luckets  ordering  the  Oate  to  be  shot  a  nomber  of  them  pre- 
sented  their  Rifles  ceok'd  to  his  Breast,  wben  one  of  the  Jnstiees  of 
the  peace  began  to  Read  the  Riot  act,  they  presented  theit  Gnns  at 
him  in  the  like  manner,  in  this  situation  the  Inhabitants  exerted 
tbeaiBelves  and  disarmed  them  without  any  lives  being  lost. 

A  namber  of  them  tkw  off  immediately,  others  were  taken  and 
disarmed,  but  refusing  to  give  Bail,  the  Justices  wrote  their  Com-' 
mitraent,  but  some  how  they  made  their  escape  from  the  under 
sheriff  leaving  behind  them  a  number  of  Guns'. 

In  this  situation  I  earnestly  request  your  Excellency  to  Com^ 
missonate  two^  more  Gentlemen  of  this  place,  to  try  the  Indian  with** 
out  delay,  and  if  your  BxceHency  and  the  Honourable  Ooaueil 
would  think  proper,  to  send  his  Death  warrant  at  the  same  time  by 
way  of  Dispatch,  it  would  sooner  ease  the  minds  of  the  people. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  conviction.  I  was  one  of  the  Inquest 
held  upon  the  Body  of  John  Smith,  and  heard  all  the  evidenoe.  Bince 
Smith  Died,  another  of  the  Men  woufided,  named  Benjamin  Jones 
has  also  Died  the  eight  or  ninth  Day  after  he  was  stabbed,  the  other 
two  it  is  thought  will  recover. 

The  Indiairs  name  is  Mamachtagwin,  in  English   the  Hurricanj 
the  most  violent  and  Bloody  Catiff  of  the  Delaware  Tribe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  due  respect  and  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  bumb.  servt. 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 


MiCHABL  HUFFKAQLB  TO  JaMBS  IrYINE,  1785  • 

Dr.  Sir,  ? 

'  Sinee  I  wrote  you  last  conoeniing  the  Murder  committed  by  the 
Indians,  we  have  had  several  disturbances  here  by  the  Militia  of 
Wa8hii:^n  Ooonty.  Last  Saturday  about  eleven  o'clock  at  Night 
a  party  of  thirty  Nine  entered  the  Garrison  k  took  possession  of  the 
Ordinance  &  demanded,  the  Oommanding  oflioer  Captain  Luokett  to 
deliver  up  the  Prisoner  to  them.  After  some  dispute  &  reasoning 
about  the  matter  they  went  off  in  this  party,  whom  that'  we  Knew^ 
Philp  Ross,  John  Bill^  Linett,  Sellera,  George  Red^ 

man.  A  second  party  appeared  again  on  Monday  morning  a  little  after 
son  rise  &  took  the  eommanding  officer  prisone^  k  Were  marching 
him  off,  when  through  the  exertion  of  the  Inhabitants  k,  five  or  six 
Soldiers  he  was  relieved  k  Seven  of  the  party  taken  prisoners  k  dis^^ 
armed  three  of  whom  to  wit,  Joseph  MeDesmett,  William  Yaagbiia, 
k  laaao  Justioe  eikteved  into  Beepgniaance  for  thev  a|^eanno»<io 
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l9/iver  vhen  ^^d  on*-^9e  K^Bedj,  WiUUma,  &  two  Lni|^, 
iwe  oonwitt^d  to  CivMj  of  the  Depoij  Shfonff  >Ir.  SiMiipley  wluh 
^6  wat  preparLpg  to  t^ke  them  9^  they  mtde  their  ^fcftpet.  CoL 
HtruMur  on  my  ap^liciitioii  has  ient  to  this  pluoe  Captain  McGifdy 
^th  9k  pi^j  of  Men  as  a  OuiMql  vntiU  wo  ahaU  be^r  from  GonneU 
(if  it  can  he)  I  would  wish  a  speoiai  Oomipi^ion  to  be  sent  for  the 
Iria)  of  the  {Nriioner  «t  this  |daoe  &  a  Blank  Death  Warrant,  The 
above  named  Williams  is  an  offioer  of  JMLilUi^  in  Washington  Comity 
md  it  i^ppear^  by  Testimony  that  he  in  a  legnhir  manner  waned 
oftt  tb^  last  party  on  a  tower  of  duty. 

I  ^iaf>  yrUh  to  mention  for  yon-  to  inform  Connoil  that  since  I 
wrote  yon  last,  Crdg  &  Bayard  have  brought  an  Ejeotmeni  by  Mr« 
B|«(okenridge  againet  Cp^ptain  I^nekett  for  the  guvison  nt  this  place 
be  requested  me  to  mention  this  that  the  Bonble  Cooneil  may  take 
^rder  thereon  &  if  necessary  to  give  instructions  to  the  agents  con« 
^ming  the  same^  he  says  that  he  hae  no  orders  from  Congress  for 
leaving  the  post  &  nptill  he  receives  sunh  orderi  he  is  determined 
|o  remain  in  poesesuoni  the  Indians  lately  have  committed  eevenl 
Murders  &  Bobberies  down  the  Ohio  Biver,  one  of  the  Men  that  the 
Indiaii  wounded  oa  the  Beserv'd  tiaot  oppoeite  this  place  is  ainee 
dead, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  very  Hble.  Servt. 

MICH.  HTTTFNAGLE. 
Pittsburg,  May  27th,  1785,  Genl.  Armstrong,  jr. 


Manaqebs  of  Statb  Lottebt  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

State  Lottery  Office,  May  Slst,  1786. 
Hay  it  please  the  Council, 

We  bag  leave  to  inform  yonr  Henormble  Board  that  on  the  12th 
InaUmI  we  oompleated  the  drawing  of  the  Lottery.  That  68fi9 
Zieketaibeing  nnaold  were  drawn  at  (he  ruqne  dT  the  Lottery. 

That  12  Tiokete  wees  given  as  gratuitiBB,  &  that  the  rsmatnisg 
8619  were  disposed  of  at  4  Doliam  each  miAiac.  the 
l^nm  of  14476 

,   That  the  Priiee  drawn  by  tiiosa 
3619  Tiokets  nmoBttted  to  1217Q 

The  dednotbn  fmm  whish  being      1M5  45 
there  remain  te  be  paid  in  Prii«i  ■■ ■  10M4  45 

The  Pradnoe  of  the  first  ChsB  IS  therefore  Dolls.  4181  |f 

»  Tlia  Btriotest  eemplianoe  with  the  Orders  of  Oonneil  as  to  the 

tine  of  drffing  iJiis  Glasa  &lhe  ponotnality  with  wUoh  tfaeifiatai 
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have  been  paid  seem  to  have  siven  general  eatisfaetioo  and  we  are 
oif  opinion  that  a  short  day  bein^  fixed  for  the  drawing  of  the 
seoond  Glass  will  very  mnch  contribute  to  its  sncoess.  We  shall 
be  ready  to  proceed  by  the  2d  Day  of  Angust  next  if  Oonnoil 
approve  thereof. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  most  obed.  hnmb.  Servants, 
H.  HILLEGAS, 
B.  PULLER, 
MAITH.  CLARK60N. 

The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Col.  Jos.  Habmab  to  Pbes.  Diokinson,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh.  June  1st,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable 
Council  a  monthly  return  of  this  date  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  April 
last,  I  am  duly  expecting  instructions  from  your  Excellency  &  the 
honorable  Council  to  discharge  the  men,  and  to  reenlist  for  three 
years,  such  as  are  willing  tS  serve — ^The  reduction  of  the  officers  pay, 
in  our  humble  opinion,  is  very  parsimonious — The  pay  of  the 
soldiers  (provided  regular  monthly  or  weekly  payments  take  place) 
is  quite  sufficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  esteem  k  respect 

your  Excellency's  &  the  Honorable  Council's 
most  h'ble  &  obed't  serv% 
JOS.  HABMARj  Lt.  Col.  Com'd  1st  A.  Begt."^ 
Dxreeiedj 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  president  &  The  Honorable 
The  Supreme  Executive  Coundl|  Pennsylvania. 
Honored^   ) 
Oen'l  St.  Clair.  J 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  478. 
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Sbc'y  ABMSTRONa  TO  James  Wilson,  1785. 

Philad'a,  Secretary'a  Office^  2  June,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Geo.  Assembly  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the  8th  of  April 
last  **  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  re* 
''  speetin^;  the  disputes  &  disorders  subsisting  there,  with  a  number 
of  papers  to  which  it  refers. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respeet 

your  most  obedient  aervanty 

JOHN  ARMSTKONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

Hon.  James  Wilson,  Esq. 


MoR6.  Db  Maeboib  to  Pbbs.  Dioeinson,  1786. 

A  New  York,  le  4  Juin,  1785. 
Monsieur, 
J'ai  I'honneur  d'informer  Votre  Excellence  qu'en  consequence  de 
la  n^oesstte  oik  j'ai  ^t^  de  suivre  le  Congr^  k  New  York;  j'ai  nomm6 
mon  fr^re  pour  remplir  k  Philadelphie  les  fonctions  de  Vioe-Gonsul 
aopr^  de  I'Etat  de  Pensylyanie:  lea  r^lutions  du  Congr^  da 
14.  7^*~  1781  prescriyent  la  forme  dans  laquelle  oette  nomination 
doit  §tre  rendue  publique,  et  en  conformity  k  ces  resolutions  j'ai 
I'honneur  de  vous  prior  d'acoordor  au  S.  Pierre  Frangois  Barh6  de 
Marhois  son  Exequatur  en  qualite  de  Vice- Consul  aupr^  de  VEtai 
de  Pensylvanie,  et  de  vouloit  hien  en  f aire  f aire  la  publication  dans 
le$  gazettes  suivant  la  forme  usitie. 

Je  suis  avec  respect  et  une  consideration  distinguee, 
Monsieuri 

De  Yotre  Excellence 

Le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  obeissant  serviteuv 
DE  MARBOIS. 


Peoposals  foe  Building  Pikes  at  Maeotjs  Hook,  1785. 

Proposals  for  Building  &  compleating  Peers  at  Marcus  hook  of  the 

following  DimentioBs,  viz., 

The  first  Pear  to  be  sunk  opposite  to  Robert  Moulder's  wharf 
sixty  feet  by  26  feet  at  top,  the  space  between  it  &  Moulder's  wharf 
40  ft.  sleepers  to  be  laid  oyer  the  space  &  plancked  with  2  J  In.  Oak 
plank. 
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The  Second  peer  to  be  snnk  80  feet  distuit  ft  oppoBtte  the  first, 
70  by  80  feet  at  top,  sleepers  to  be  lud  over  the  spaoe  &  planoked 
with  2i  Oak  planok. 

Tfaiid  ft  fourth  pears  of  the  above  dimentfons  spaces,  A  disttnoM 
the  same,  also  the  sleepers  &  platforms  alike. 

Fifth,  Moulders  wharf  to  be  made  10  ft.  widet  on  the  soath  side. 

The  whole  of  the  work  to  be  oompleated  in  a  workman  like 
manner,  with  the  three  upper  rounds  of  heart  pine  or  white^Oak 
Logs;  Including,  timber.  Iron  work,  filling  ft  ever?  other  ezpeoee 
attending  the  s'  work ;  for  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  seven  hondied 
pounds  to  be  paid  in  speeia,  ft  in  the  following  manner,  That  is  to 
say,  the  sum  of  One  thoosand  pounds,  down,  fifteen  hundred  poosd, 
when  the  two  Inside  pears  are  sunk,  fifteen  hundred  pounds  when 
the  two  outside  pears  are  sunk,  five  hundred  pounds  when  the 
inside  pears  are  raised  to  high  water  mark  ft  filed  accordingly,  fi^^ 
hundred  pounds  when  the  outside  pears  are  raised  to  hieh  wftter 
mark  and  filed  aceordingly,  ft  the  Sum  of  Seven  hundred  pomidfl 
when,  the  whole  of  the  work  shall  be  oompleatly  finished. 
*  The  two  inside  pears,  plAtforms  ft  Moulder's  wharf  widened  to  be 
oompleated  on  or  before  25  day  of  December  next  ensuing. 

The  two  outside  pears  ft  platforms  to.be  oompleated  on  or  before 
the  25  day  of  December^  1786. 

JOSHUA  HUMPHREY,  Jun.* 

June  8, 1785. 
Direetedf 

The  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 


Sbc'7  of  C0KORB8S  TO  Prb8.  DicEmsoN^  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

June  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezcellenoy  sn  act  of  tbe 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  the  relief  of  the  officers, 
Soldiers  and  Seamen  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  tbe 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

As  the  condition  of  many  oT  these  unfortunate  men  who  hiT« 
a  claim  not  merely  on  the  humanity,  but  on  the  gratitude  and  joato 
of  their  Country,  demands  immediate  attention,  I  have  the  firmeit 
confidence  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  will  take  tbe  earikiA 
opportunity  of  making  the  provision  recommended  in  the  inclosed 
act. 

Having  received  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  April  Itft 
covering  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  1st,  7th  ft  12tlx  of  that  mcotk 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  XIV.  p.  474. 
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Tekliyo  to  tbe  fusing  a  body  of  IVoops  for  the  purpoaes  tiMreiii 
neotionedy  I  nnst  oontiiiiie  ny  reqnett  that  your  Bzo^kooy  would 
be  pleased  to  oommunictte  to  me  the  steps  taken  by  the  state  of 
PenDsylvajiia  for  laising  the  quota  assigned,  that  I  may  be  enabled 
10  make  report  to  Congress. 

With  the  greatest  respeet 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  hnmbie  servant, 
OHA.  THOMSON.* 

His  BxceUenoy;  the  President  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Penn- 
ayWania. 


Journal  of  Congress  missing,  vis. : 
From  Janvaiy  let,  1779,  to  Jannry  1st,  1780. 

November  8d,  1782,  to  November  8d,  1783. 

June  1784,  from  page  814  to  the  Adjournment  of  Congress, 
Trenton. 

From  the  meeting  of  Congress  at  Trenton,  on        to  the  2d  day 
of  FebnuMry,  1785. 


Opinion  of  Hon.  6bo.  Batav^  1785. 

PhUadelphia,  10«^  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

You  were  pleased  to  ask  my  opinion  concerning  the  tryal  of  the 
Indian  named  MamachtsgwiD,  who  is  prisoner  at  Pittsburgfa^ 
charged  with  the  murder  of  one,  if  not  two,  white  men,  whose  names 
are  not  fully  given ;  that  is  to  aay,  how,  where,  &  by  what  aatborJKty 
the  Homicide  should  be  inquired  of  and  adjudged. 

The  letter  you  put  in  my  bands  from  Bobert  Oalbraith,  EsquirOyf 
ia  so  very  bare  of  oircumstancefl,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  consider 
the  case  with  the  precision  it  ought. 

Even  the  County  where  the  fact  was  perpetrated,  is  not  given :  But 
if  it  be  supposed  that  it  happened  within  Westmoreland,  another 
qnestion  arises,  was  it  remote  from  inhabitants  ?  For  if  it  were,  thoi| 
the  tryal  should  be  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia  j  otherwise  it  must 
)>e  in  the  proper  County. 

By  what  yon  dropt  about  this  matter,  I  surmise  that  it  passed  on 
ibe  north  or  northwest  of  tbe  Ohio,  not  far  from  Pittsburgh ',  oonse- 
qupntly  not  remote  from  inhahitantif  as  the  Aot  of  1744,  (see  page 

♦  See  CoL,  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  478. 
t  See  page  460. 
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200  of  R<m  dt  GaUowa^'9  oompilement  of  the  Aots  of  Assembly  of 
the  late  Proyinoe,)  loosely  has  it.  Aad  I  am  olear,  that  if  there  be 
EDy  doabt  on  this  head,  the  doubt  should  be  decided  in  fovour  of 
tryal  by  the^  Vicinage,  whioh  is  aooo^ting  to  oommon  law.  I  mm  of 
opinion,  that  the  Indian,  if  he  demands  it,  has  a  'right  to  a  fwrty 
Jury,  half  foreigners.  W"  Penn,  the  founder,  in  16l3,  establiahed 
something  of  this  nature,  in  respect  to  damages  done  by  Indians ; 
and  I  have  in  my  memory  some  traces  of  a  tryal  formerly  at  Chester, 
of  an  Indian  for  rape,  where  six  Indians  were  oalled  in.  The  law, 
however,  concerning  mediatatem  linguse,  does  not  require  that  the 
aliens  be  of  the  nation  to  which  the  accused  belongs. 

Your  difficulty  does  not,  however,  arise  upon  the  point  stated  k 
discussed  already.  It  is  rather  upon  the  authority  of  the  PresideDt 
&  Council  to  issue  a  special  Commission  to  persons  who  are  not 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  hear  &  determine  concerning  this  or 
other  similar  cases.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Oourt,  al^ve  two 
yean  ago,  were  questioned  by  the  President  &  Council  on  this  head, 
&  I  then  gave  myopinion^in  the  affirmative,  with  reasons  for  it.^  To 
this  I  beg  leave  to  refer.  There  need  little  be  added  now,  unlesi 
that  it  appears  by  the  Act  of  1744,  above  recited,  that  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  not,  at  the  passing  of  it,  supposed  to  be  the 
only  justices  of  Oyer,  Terminer  &  goal  delivery,  competent  to  try 
capital  offences.  The  practice  was  not'nnknown  before  the  Revo- 
lution, &  a  capital  punisbmenl  was  inflicted  at  Bedford,  stnoe  the 
revolution,  by  virtue  of  a  Commission  of  this  nature. 

M"  Galbraith's  Idea  of  sending  up  the  death  warrant  before  trial, 
is  extravagant.  But  by  the  common  law,  the  Court  which  tries 
should  pronounce  judgment  &  av&rd  Execution  thereof  also ;  &  the 
Act  for  the  advancement  of  justice,  seotion  6%  enables  the  judges  to 
award  &  order  Execution  to  be  done. 

The  Reference  to  Council,  &  the  Warrant  from  the  honourable 
board  for  the  actual  execution,  is  but  an  usage  introduced  by  a  spirit 
of  Clemency,  &  more  suitable  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  formerly, 
when  the  Province  consisted  of  three  small  Counties,  than  it  is  at 
present.  It  may  be  easily  dispensed  with  by  Council  j  nay  the 
judges  ought,  upon  proper  cause,  to  disregard  it.  In  England,  a 
similar  usage  is  confined  to  Middlesex,  for  in  the  other  Counties, 
the  judges  direct  the  Executions,  but  on  special  occasions,  respite 
till  the  Supreme  Executive  shall  interpose,  if  it  see  proper. 

The  Act  for  setting  off  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  directs  that 
the  courts  for  satid  County  be  1>olden  in  the  House  of  Rob*  Hannai 
which  I  suppose  is  at  Hannahs  Town. 

This  should  be  the  place  of  judgment,  if  it  be  not  altered  by  some 
later  law. 

It  would  be  prudent  to  make  the  Commission  (if  Council  see  fit  to 
issue  one,)  special  to  the  very  case,  &  to  limit  the  power  to  the 
the  tryal  of  the  Indian  now  in  custody,  by  namci  &  the  faomioides 
*  See  pages  17-20. 
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ftlrewfy  oommitted.  The  names,  indeed,  of  tbe  person  or  persons 
slaini  should  also  bespeeifjed ;  but  perhaps  those  are  not  transmitted. 
Tb«  abo^e  is  my  present  view  of  this  Subject.  What  I  have  said 
is  rather  hurried^  as  you  wished  for  an  early  answer.  J^erhaps  the 
County  Courts  of  pleas  &  sessions,  are  more  expreissly  fixed  to  Han- 
na's  house,  than  the  Supreme  &  Oyer  &  Terminer;  for  capital  matters. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  sery*, 

GEO.  BRYAN, 
To  the  honorable  John  Whitehill;  Esquire. 


Managkhs  of  State  LoTTiaiY  to  Council,  1785. 

May  it  please  the  Council : 

-  We  have  sold  two  hnndred  Tickets  in  the  second  Class  of  the 
State  Lottery ;  the  fortunate  in  the  firsts  haye  generally  reeeired 
their  Prize  Money,  &  want  to  know  the  Day  when  the  drawing  of 
the  second  Class  will  oommence,  before  they  will^  renew  their  Tickets. 
We  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion,  that  if  Council  8houl4 
think  proper  to  fix  upon  the  seventh  Day  of  September  next,  that  a 
Tery  large  proportion  of  the  Tickets  would  by  that  Time  be  diSi- 
posed  of. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,       ' 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

May  it  please  the  Council,  - 
•     their  most  obedient,  humb.  Serv**, 

M»  HILLEGAS,  ) 

B.  FULLER,  y  Managers. 

'   MATTfl.  CLARKSON.     ) 

State  Lottery  Office,  June  10, 1785. 
J}treeted, 

The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Birth  of  Dukb  op  Normandy,  1785. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  affairs,  14th  June,  1785.    . 
Sir,  , 

I  have  the  Honor  of  informing  your  Excellency  that  Congresi 
have  received  a  Letter  from  bis  most  Christian  Mojesty,  dated  tbe 
27th  March  last,  announciog  the  Birth  on  that  Day  of  a  Prince 
whom  he  had  named  Duke  of  Normandy. 


m  PBNNSTLYANU  ABGHIYBS  1781. 

A0  Am  Braftt  sddb  to  the  Hat>piiiei8  of  a  King  ft  «  ^Wfb  ivio 
have  givoD  many  imp<Mrtant  Proofii  of  FriMidahip  for  owr  aatioDi  it 
most  Baturally  excite  that  Pleasare,  wkioh  gen^rotts  miads  always 
derive  firos^e  Proepetitj  of  their  Fiiends  and  JBenefMton. 
I  baye  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  your 
Ezcellenoj's  Most  obdt. 
&  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY  » 
Directed, 
His  Ezoellenoy,  the  President  of  ttie  State  of  Pennsjlyania. 


Pees.  Dickinson  to  Fbancis  Moralbs,  1785. 

In  Connoil,  June  24th,  1785. 
Sir, 

On  receiving  year  Letter  of  the  22nd  Instant,  we  immedtatelj 
Blade  inqniry  oonoeraing  the  Case  of  the  Sailor,  whose  Disohaip 
yon  havie^  been  pleased  to  request. 

We  find  that  he  has  been  oonvieted  of  aa  heinous  offence,  and 
aentenoed  to  pay  a  heavy  fine,  but  upon  your  soUioitation,  we  havo 
unanimously  agreed  to  pardon  him,  on  Condition  that  he  instantlj 
depart  from  this  State  to  some  place  beyond  the  sea,  and  that  he 
shall  not  return  into  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States  of 
America.f 

I  am,  Sir,  your 

most  obdt.  hble  Servt. 
Directed^ 
The  Honorable  Francis  Morales,  Esquire. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Francis  Morales,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  26, 1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Thomas  Shields  a  respectable  Gitii^  of  this  State  oompUos 
to  me,  that  his  Servant  Alexander  Wilson  has  lately  gone  from  bu 
House  without  his  consent,  and  is  now  on  board  the  FVigate  under 
your  command. 

This  Lad  has  near  three  years  to  serve  by  virtne  of  a  soleos 
Contraot  before  a  Magistrate,  for  which  service  Mr.  Shiedd  has  pu& 
a  considerable  sum  of  Money,  as  the  Instrument  of  writing  testifiei 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  480^ 
t  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  484. 
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and  hsTiDg  been  seen  on  board  the  Frigate  Jbj  M'  Wield'a,  as  appears 
from  his  Oath  re^larly   administered.     I  trast  that  upon  this 
Representation  of  Facts,  yon  will  give  effectual  Orders  for  the  im- 
mediate Deli?erj  <^'the  servant  to  this  Master. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
joor  most  obdt.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DirtcUd, 

The  Honorable  Franob  Morales,  Esquire. 


Pass.  Diceiksok  to  Dblbgatbs  in  Gongrbss,  1785. 

In  Gonndl^  Jane  27th;  1785. 
Glentlemen, 

Mr.  Shields  a  Citizen  of  this  State  complains  that  the  Spanish 
Frigate  that  sailed  yesterday  from  this  Port  ibr  New  York  has 
carried  away  his  servant.    Inclosed  are  a  Letter  to  the  Captain  on  ' 
the  subject,  his  answer,  Mr.  Shields'  Deposition,  a  Copy  of  the  In- 
dentore,  &  a  Description  of  the  servant. 

We  are  the  more  surprised  at  thb  Condact,  as  at  the  soUioitation  of 
Mr.  Morales  a  few  days  ago,  we  released  and  gave  up  to  him  one  of  his 
aaikra,  who  had  been  convicted  of  a  heinous  offence  &  sentenced  to 
pay  a  large  fine. 

We  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  instant  &  earnest 
application  to  the  Minister  of  Spain,  for  redress  of  this  injury; 
and  we  oonfkle-in  his  Character,  that  be  will  take  Care  that  Justice 
be  rendered. 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  Hble.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DireeUd, 

The  Honorable  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pebs.  Dickinson  to  Dblbgatbs,  1785. 

In  Council,  June  28th,  1785. 
Gentlemen,  * 

We  desire  you  will  procure  Directions  to  be  given  by  Congress  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  Pittsburg,  that  on  his  Removal  from   that 
Plsuje  he  deliver  up  tlm  Possession  thereof  to  John  Ormsby,  Michael 
Vol.  X.— 21 
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» 

HuffnagH  John  Proeior,  Thomas  QalbraUb  &  Bo^ert  Qalbm<ib|Or 
aomQ  of  the  Citizens  of  ilua  State. 

I  anij  with  great  Respeot,  Gentlemeny 

your  moat  obedi.  hble.  Serri 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

The  HoDoralle;  The  Delegpitea  of  PennajlTaiua. 


CONMBMATION  OF  FbENOH  V.   CONSUL,   1786, 

Pennaylyania,  as.  The  Supreme  Ezecntiye  Oooncil  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  PenDsylyaaia. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 
Whereas^  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  tbe  14^ 
of  SeptemliNer,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  seyen  hundred 
and  eighty  one,  did 

"  Resolre,  That  ontill  the  ratifioation  of  some  Oorentioii  betweea 
'<  His  moat  Christian  majesty  and  The  United  Stales,  ooaoenung 
''  yioe  Oonsular  Power,  eyery  Yioe  Consul  of  His  most  Chiistun 
'' majesty,  shall  upon  the  applioation  of  tbe  Consul  appointing  Uaii 
<<  to  the  Supreme  Exeontiye  Power  of  the  State  to  whtob  he  may  be 
<<  sent,  reoeiye  the  Exequatur,  in  like  form  with  the  Ezequatvr  de- 
'<  liyered  to  a  Oonsnl,  mutatis  mutandis,  and  thereupon  tbe  smm 
'<  proceedings  shall  be  had  with  respect  to  publication/'  And  the 
Honble.  Monsieur  Francis  de  Marbois,  Consul,  of  Fnnee  for  tbe 
State  of  Pennsylyania  and  Consul  General  for  the  United  States  of 
America  haying  appointed  the  Sienv  Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Ma^ 
boia  to  be  Vice  Consul  for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania  and  in  Oop* 
formity  to  the  foregoing  act  of  Congres,  re4Qe0te<t  that  tbe  said 
Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois  may  receiye  an  Exequatur 
accordingly.  It  ia  hereby  declared  that  the  priviledges,  preeminenee 
and  authority  belonsing  to  the  Character  and  quality  of  Vice  Coo- 
aul  are  due  to  him  the  said  Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois. 

Oiyen  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency  John  DicltiB- 
son  Esquire,  Presid«ot^  and  the  seal  of  the  State  at  PhiladelpbU  this 
thirtieth  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seicn 
hundred  and  eighty  fiye. 
Attest 

June  80th;  1786. 
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Sxo^  ABMSTRONa  TO  Sso't  of  Wab,  1785. 

Seo>  Office,  Phila.  June  80, 1786. 

.  In  a«8wer  to  your  Letter  of  the  28d  Instaiit,  I  haye  the  orden  of 
Comic3  to  iDf[>nii  yoa  that  it  is  with  great  Conoera,  thej  nndcEi* 
vtaad,  that  the  Troops  of  this  State  under  the  Command  of  CoL 
Barmar  are  ta  be  discharged  by  order  of  Congreesi  after  the 
Commonicationa  made  to  the  Secretary  at  War  by  their  Letter  of 
the  2l8t,  of  last  Month,  and  that  the  Gircnmstanoes  will  not  permit 
The  GeneraJ  Ajsembly  to  be  eonvened  before  the  Time  to  which 
they  stand  adjovrned. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

Sir,  yoar  obdt  senrl 

JOHN  ABMSTRONO,  Jr.,  -; 
Directed, 

Joaepb  Carieton  Esq.,  Dep.  Secy.,  at  War. 


COL«  Jos.   HARBflAR  TO  PrS8.   DlCElKBOir,  178i6. 

Fort  MeLitosb,  Jnly  Ist,  1786. 
Bir. 

I  have  Un  honor  to  endoee  to  your  ExoeHenoy  &  tihe  Honomble- 
Council  a  monthly  return  of  this  date  of  the  Pennsyl?ania  Txoops 
in  the  Senaoe  of  the  United  States. 
I  hav*  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  ft  resnect, 

yoor  EiioeUenc/9  ft  The  Honeiable  Oouncnl's 
most  hbla  ft  qML  Servt. 

JOS.  HAR&t^R, 
Lt.  CoL  ComL  Ist  A.  Reg. 
IHrtcted, 

His  EUcelleeey  John  Dickinson  Esqn,  president,  ft  The  Honor- 
nblo  The  Supreme  Executive  Connctl;  Pennsylyania. 
Honr'd  ^  Qapt.  Douglass.  * 


m^. 
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John  NioflOLSOK  to  Pubs;  Dickinson^  178$. 

Comptroller  Generals  Office^ 

July  7th,  178&,   ; 
Sir, 

AocordiDg  to  the  direotions  of  the  Hou'ble  The  Council,  I  here- 
with moloee  the  Copies  of  all  The  Accounts  of  Robert  Morris, 
Eeqnire,  whioh  are  in  eontrovers^,  and  that  the  supreme  Court  may 
have  the  fullest  Information,  1  have  also  inclosed  copies  of  the 
several  papers  herewith  eonnectM. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  Obed't 

&  very  Humble  Servaiil 

JOHN  NICHOLSON.*     . 
Direetedj 

To  His  Ezcellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Teustbjss  op  Loan  Of^icB  to  Pebs.  Dioeinson,  1785. 

Sir, 

*  The  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  appointed  by  an  act  of  Assembly, 
April  4th,  1845,  are  almost  certain  that  unless  further  Measures 
are  taken,  ^no  Money  will  be  in  the  Treasury  for  Loaning  the 
Fifty  Thousand  Pounds  directed  by  the  said  act  for  that  purpose, 
owing  entirely  to  the  neglect  of  many  of  the  Signers  of  the  said 
Bills  of  Credit.  The  Trustees  therefore  wish  that  the  Hon'ble 
Supreme  Executive  Council  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  persons 
appointed  to  sign  the  said  Bills,  to  prooeed  therein  as  directed  by 
Law. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  your 

SxoeUenoy  most  Homb*  Ser^% 

eSOROB  8CHL08SEB, 
ROBERT  SMITH, 
JOB.  DEAN.f 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellency  The  Presid't  in  Council. 
Jhdonedf 

July  8th,  1785. 

*  See  CoL^ee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  496>  496. 
t  Ibid.  p.  496. 
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N     iPEB8.  BiCKIKBOir  TO  EeNET  AKtBS,  Sh8&i?f,  1785. 

&!  Council;  Jalj  12ih^  1785. 
Sir, 

Al  ft  Gonfereooe  yesterday  wilb  tbe  Honorable  the  Jadgee  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  thej  produced  several  DepoeitioDS  repreaentiag  yeiv 
Gouduot  as  very  eztraordiiuirj  &  detrimental  to  tbe  Peaoe  of  your 
County.  We  therefore  think  it  our  duty  immediatelyy^ft  in  tbe 
strongest  manner  to  enjoin  your  instant  &  effeotuai  £xeoutioj|^  of 
any  prooess  against  offenders  at  or  near  Wyoming  that  has  or  eball 
eome  to  your  hands ;  &  that  for  this  purpose,  and  also  to  enforce 
due  Obedience  to  the  Laws  of  tbe  State,  you  fertfawitb  repair  to  that 
Place,  where  We  understand,  nsnyiiersonaare  collected  in  a  riotous 
manner,  bAving  injured  aevend.  ppuioeable  GiUaensA  threaten  furtber 
to  injure  them. 

Your  own  prudence' will  dictate  to  you,  bow  interesting  your 
Behaviour  on  this  occasion  must  necessarily  be  to  yourself  aa  well 
aatotbeSute. 

I  amSir^ 

y'r  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON-* 
Directed^ 

To  Henry  Antes,  Esqr.,  Sbertf  of  tbe  Go.  Northumberland. 


PRBS.  Dickinson  to  David  Mkad,  1785. 

In  Council,  July  12th,  1T85. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Letters  of  tbe  fifth  &  seventb  Instant,  k 
have  ezamined  William  Wilson  the  person  by  whom  yon  sent  the 
last. 

Yesterdara  Conftrenee  was  b^  witb  tbe  Judges  of  tbe  Suprene 
Gofirt ;  ana  thereupon  everji  Measure  has  been  adopted,  that  wai 
thought  meet  pi?oper  for  enforcing  a  due  Obedience  to  tbe  Laws. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  moat  obed't  Serv't, 

JOHN  DICKlNSON.f 
Directed^ 
To  David  Meade,  Esquire. 

*  Bee  Gel.  Hee.,  Vel,  XI^h  P'  ^M-  . 
t  Ibid.  p.  499. 
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HoK.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  PfeBS.  DictiirsoN,  1785. 

Philad*,  July  16%  1785. 
Sir, 

Haying  beard  that  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Eatatedfor  the  Ooanty 
df  Westteorehnd  are  about  to  sell  the  Baildings  in  Fort  Pitt  as  the 
property  of  Alexander  Ross,  an  attainted  Traitor,  permit  me  to  in* 
Ibrm  yon  that  no  part  of  the  BuildiDgs  which  were  left  standing  in 
that  Port  at  its  evaouation  by  the  British  ever  were  Mr.  Ross's  Pro- 
perty. A  PiTt  of  them  belongs  to  me  by  Grant  from  General  Oage 
and  part  to  other  People,  and  some  bnildings  have  been  erected 
therein  since  it  has  been  oconpied  by  the  United  Stated.  The  Ruins, 
which  consisted  of  the  Materiab  of  a  very  good  Honse  that  was 
jmlled  down ;  the  Revetment  of  Rampart  and  Parapet — a  squared 
Mg  R^oubt  and  a  number  of  Piquets  or  Pallisades  word  purchased 
by  Mr.  Ross  and  the  late  Geul.  Thomson,  for  I  think  the  Sum  of 
fifteen  or  eighteen  Pounds,  but  during  the  Residence  of  the  One  and 
^e  Life  of  the  Other,  no  Claim  was  set  up  to  the  Buildings  that 
were  on  foot.  The  dispossing  of  the  Houses  by  the  Agents  may 
embarrass  the  Owners  as  well  as  the  purchasers,  and  for  my  Part  I 
mm  not  inclined  to  sell  mine  at  all.  Should  Council  desire  it  I  will 
wait  upon  them  to  give  fuller  Information,  and  in  the  mean  time 
Ikave  to  request  that  the  Sale  may  be  ordered  to  be  postponed. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Sir, 
your  most  ob^ent  humble  servant, 

A'  S*  CLAIR.* 

Indoned. — Copy  to  the  Agents — acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their 
letter — they  to  postpone  tho  sale  of  the  rains  at  Fort  Pitt 
Directedj 

Uis  Excellency,  John  Dickinson^  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Josiah  Harhar  to  Sec*t  Armstrong,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  July  17th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  favor  of  the  10th  May,  enclosing 
me  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  Consress  for  raising  a  new 
Regiment — Likewise  with  another  letter  of  the  10th  June,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  Requisition  from,  the  War  Office  respecting  the  num- 
ber of  Officers  to  be  furnished  from  our  State.  I  have  also  received 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Trimble,  enclosing  me,  by  direction  of  Council,  a 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  23d 
ult.,  &  copy  of  tho  Answer  of  Council  thereto,  for  my  information. 

By  a  Letter  of  the  23d  June,  from  Major  North,  Inspector,  ho 
•  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  498. 
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requests  me  to  order  the  troops  nnder  my  command  to  be  mnstered 
by  sack  of&ccx  m  I  shall  see  fit  to  appoint,  as  the  time  kts  bo 

elaps'd  that  it  has  been  thought  necessary  by  the  present  head  of 
the  War  Department  for  him  to  postpone  his  Journey  here.  la 
consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  the  troops  to  prepare  for  muster 
on  the  19th  last. 

Council  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  use  every  exertion  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  men  together  until  the  sense  of  the  legislature  can 
DC  taken  upon  the  mode  of  raising  their  proportion  of  the  new 
corps.  The  mens  times  begin  to  expire  on  the  19th  next  month— 
nevertheless  I  hope  to  be  able  to  retain  them  in  service  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  le^slature  is  known,  and  until  I  rec^ve  instruotions 
from  Council  for  re-enlisting  them. 

Major  North  also  writes  me, 

''  That  the  pay-master  upon  appearing  at  New  York  with  the  ab* 
"  stracts  for  pay  will  receive  in  notes  the  amount  due  to  each  man 
^<  to  the  time  they  are  mustered,  and  upon  a  Certificate  mgn'd  by 
^'  me  of  the  time  in  which  each  man's  enlistment  will  expire,  he 
'^  supposes  that  a  Sum  on  account  sufficient  to  pay  them  to  the  time 
"  of  their  discharge  would  be  granted.'^ 

The  name  of  Notes,  conveys  to  the  Officers  an  Idea  of  ducomUi-^ 
Twenty  or  five  &  twenty  ^  C'  perhaps.  If  Council  can  consistently 
interfere,  they  flatter  themselves  that  they  will  take  their  own  Offi- 
cers  and  troops  under  their  immediate  protection,  and  either  secure 
to  them  the  promised  pay,  or  order  these  JVbtes  to  be  negociated  in 
Budh  manner  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  see  fit,  to  guard  against 
depreciation. 

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  Council  are  endeavoring  to  bring 
about  a  reconsideration  of  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  of  Congress 
respecting  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  Officers.  The  dispropor- 
tion is  so  great  that  the  Stroke  seems  to  be  particularly  Levelled  at 
me.  Fiffcy  dollars  ^  month  will  not  support  the  Station.  We 
would  fain  hope  that  an  Alteration  may  yet  take  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  much  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  Servt, 

JOS.  HARMAR* 
Lt.  Col.  Com*  1»*  Am*  Beg*. 

Directed, — (Public  Service.) 

The  Hon^^*  John  Armstrong,  Jan',  Esq'^  Secretary  to  CoancO, 
Philadelphia. 

Honor'd  ^  W-  Duncan. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  610. 
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Olaimb  of  Mbssrs.  Pbkit,  and  OpnnoH  of  JudgeSi  1785. 

Id  oomplianoe  with  the  request  of  the  Ptendent  and  Council  of 
the  CommoDwealth  of  PeDDsylrania,  John  Penn,  (eldest  son  of 
Thomis  Penn,)  and  John  Penn,  (eldest  son  of  lUohard  Penn,)  late 
Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  have  made,  and  now  submit  to  their 
eonsideration,  the  following  state  of  their  respective  claims  and  title 
to  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  of  whieh  they  were  seis'd  on  the 
27th  day  of  November,  1779,  when  the  Act  of  Assembly  was  passed, 
entitvled  an  Act  for  vesting  the  Estate  of  the  late  proprietaries  in  the 
Oommonwealth. 

First  John  Penn  (son  of  Thomas  Penn,)  states,  that  he,  at  the 
tame  of  paesing  the  above  Act,  had  a  right  to,  and  was  seised  of, 
Three  foarth  parte  of  the  Territory  of  Pennsylvania,  as  bounded  and 
described  in  the  Royal  Grant,  or  Letters  Patent,  from  King  Charles 
the  second  to  his  grandfather,  William  Penn,  the  Founder  and  first 
Pn>prietor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he  deduces  his  Title  in  the 
following  manner : 

William  Penn,  by  his  Will,  devised  one  moiety  thereof  to  his  Son 
John  Penn,  in  fee ;  one  other  quarter,  or  fourth  part,  to  his  Son 
Thomas  Penn,  in  fee ;  and  the  remaining  fourth  part  to  his  Son 
Sichard  Penn,  in  Fee. 

John  Penn,  by  his  Will,  devised  his  Moiety  to  his  Brother  Thomas 
Penn  for  life,  Remainder  to  Trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remain- 
ders, Ac. ;  remainder  to  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  every 
'  other  Son  and  Sons  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  successively,  according 
to  their  seniority  &  prioritv  of  Birth,  and  the  Heirs  male- of  the 
Body  of  each  and  every  such  Son  and  Sons,  with  divers  remainders 
over  particularly  specified  in  hb  will,  remainder,  ultimately,  to  hitf 
own  right  Heirs. 

Note.— nTohn  Penn,  by  his  Will,  makes  his  moiety  chargeable 
with  the  raising  and  paying  the  sum  of  £6,000  sterling  to  the  per- 
SODS,  and  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,  which  sum  of  £6,000 
sterling  has  accordingly  been  lonff  since  raised  and  p:ud,  and  his 
moiety,  of  consequence,  exonerated  therefrom. 

Afier  the  Death  of  Thomas  Penn,  his  eldest  Son  John  Penn, 
nnder  the  Will  of  his  uncle,  John  Penn,  had  a  Title  to  and  was 
aeised  of  one  moiety  of  the  Territory  of  Pennsylvania,  as  Tenant  in 
Tail  Male. 

Thomas  Penn  being  seised  as  aforesaid,  under  the  Will  of  his 
Father,  William  Penn,  of  one  quarter  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Fee, 
in  the  the  year  1751,  married  The  right  Hon'ble  Lady  Juliana  Far- 
mer; but,  before  his  marriage,  he,  by  Deed  dated  the  15th  of  Augurit, 
1751,  made  between  him,  the  said  Thomas  Penn,  of  the  fitift  part. 
The  right  hon'ble  Thomas  Earl,  of  Pomfret,  of  the  second  part,  the 
flftid  Lady  Juliana  Farmer,  of  the  third  part,  and  David  Barclay  A 
Thomas  Hyam,  of  the  fourth  pnrt,  settles  and  conveys  his  said  quarter 

21* 
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part  in  manner  following^  to  wit :  To  the  said  Dand  Barday  and 
Thomas  Hyam,  with  all  qnii  rents  and  other  rents  ihjtfeof,  la  Trail 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  till  the 
said  intended  marriage  should  be  solemniied|  and  imme&telj  after- 
wards to  ihe  use  of  the  sai4  Thomas  Penn  during  his  natttral  life, 
Bemainder  to  the  said  Trustees  to  the  nse,  intent  and  purpose,  that 
the  said  Lady  Juliana  should,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas 
Penn,  take,  receive  and  enjoy  oat  of  the  annual  Rents  of  the  said 
Provinee,  the  yearly  sum  of  .J£300 — 400 — (»  500  sterlingi.  (but  not 
less  than  £300  sterling,  at  all  eyents,)  upon  the  Events  and  oontin- 
gencies  therein  mentioned,  aooording  as  they  might  happen, 
daring  her  natural  life,  in  Lieu  of  her  Dower,  by  four  even  and 
quarterly  pay-ments ;  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  first  Son  of  the 
Body  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  on  the  Body  of  the  said  Lady  Juliams 
to  be  begotten  in  Tail  male ;  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  every  other  Son  &  Sons  of  that  marriage 
auooessively,  aooording  to  seniority  and  priority  of  Birth  in  Tail  malsi 
with  divers  other  remainders  over  in  Tail,  remiunder,  ultimatelyi 
to  the  right  Heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn. 

By  a  proviso  in  this  Deed,  a  power  is  given  to  the  Issue  male,  «nd 
male  Descendants  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  (the  entail  notwithstand* 
ing)  to  make  and  charge  any  provision,  or  enoreased  provision,  for 
his  and  their  respective  widows,  after  his  or  their  respective  deoeaaea, 
oul  of  his  fourth  part  in  manner  as  there  mentioned.  And  by 
another  proviso  in  the  said  Deed,  Thomas  Penn  reserves  to  himself 
a  power  to  charge  his  said  quarter  part  by  will,  with  the  sum  of 
£3,000  sterling  as  a  provision  for  his  younger  children. 

Thomas  Penn  accordingly  by  his  will  oharges  his  fourth  part  with 
the  sum  of  £3,000  .steeling,  payable  to  his  two  younger  Children,  as 
a  provision  for  them,  and  charges  it  with  the*  payment  of  the  furUi^r 
annual  sum  of  £200  sterliDg  to  his  wife  Lady  Juliana,  who  thereby 
became  entitled  to  receive  jf500  sterling  a  year  during  her  life. 
Since  the  death  of  Thomas  Penn,  his  son  John  has  disekiiged  aU 
the  above  incumbrances,  out  of  an  Estate  iind  Legacies  given  him  in 
England  by  his  Father. 

Thus  John  Penn,  under  the  will  of  his  uncle  John  Penn,  hecame 
seised  in  Fee  Tail  male  of  one  moiety  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  under 
ihe  marriage  Deed  of  settlement  of  his  Father,  Thomas  Penni  tp.one 
other  quarter  part  in  Fee  Tail  male. 

it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  and  state  here,  once  for  all. 
That  by  Provisions  for  that  express,  purpose  made  by  JcAin  Penn, 
Thomas  Peon  &  BichaTd  Penn  respectively  in  their  wills,  the  ponoa 
who  shall  be  in  possessioii  of  their  several  sbareii,  under  the  said 
ivills,  though  such  person  may  be  only  Tenant  for  Life,  or  in  Tail, 
shall  have  during  such  his  possession  a  right  to  call  in,  eoUeflt, 
receive,  and  i^pply  to  his  own  use  and  Benefit,  all  smars  of  qmt 
rentSi  purchase  money,  &c.^  whatsoever,  thoi^h  they  iotoaily  migbt 
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JOHNPKNN.Jr. 

Jobn  PeDD,  son  of  Ricliard  Peon,  statea  and  deduoea  his  Title  to 
one  fonrth  of  l^ennsjlvania,  as  follows,  lo  wit. 

Bichard  Ponn  being  seised  in  Fee  of  the  said  qnart^r  part,  tinder 
the  will  of  his  Father  William  Penn,  by  his  will,  dated  the  2l8t  of 
March  1750,  Charges  the  same  with  the  sum  of  £300  sterling'a  year 
to  be  paid  to  his  widow  during  her  Life,  by  font  ^qual  quarterly 
payments,  if  she  so  long  shall  Temain  his  widow,  bnt  if  she  marries, 
then,  only  with  aClOO  a  year  to  be  paid  her  in  lien  of  Dower.  He 
also  charges  his  quarter  part  with  £3,000  sterling,  by  way  of  pro- 
▼laion  for  hia  yovoger  «faildren.  His  quartet  part  bp  by^  his  will 
deyised  .to  his  son  John  Penn  for  Life,  remainder  to  Trustees  to 
preserve  contingent  remund^r8,«nd  after  the  Death  of  his  son  John, 
remainder  to  the  first^  second,  thirds  fonrth,  fifth,  and  everr  other, 
Son  t  sont  of  the  said  John  Penn,  According  to  their  seniority  &  > 
priority  of  Birth, /and  the  Heii-s  male  of  the  Body  of  each  and  every 
Quch  son  and  sons ;  remainder  to  Bichard  Penn  for  Life,  remainder 
to  the  first  and  every  other  son  &  sons  of  his  Body  (as  in  the  case  of 
bis  Brother  Jolin)  and  the  Heirs  male^of  the  Body  of  each  and  every, 
snch  son  &  sonS|  with  divers  other  re^n^nders  over^  renuunder  ta 
tbe  right  heirs  of  him  the  Testator  in  Fee. 

The  said  Bichard  Penn  the  Father^  by  a  codicil  to  his  said  will^ 
dated  the  13th  of  July  1768,  gives  the  whole  £3,000  sterling^ 
eha^d  by  the  wiU  on  his  faurth  part,  and  intended  as  a  provision 
iot'dU  his  younffer  Children,  to  his  son  Bichard  Penn. 

John  Penn  the  son,  after  the  Death  of  his  Father,  accordingly 
paid  t^his  Brotbtttbe  said  sum  of  £8,000  ateriing  nich  thaJEaterest 
dae  upon  it 

The  said  John  Penn  paid  likaanae  tahis  mother  the  £300  sterling 
a  year, out  of  the  Benta and  profits  of  thefonrth  part  of  the Provincci 
until  the  Time  of  passing  the  Act  for  vesting  the  Estate  of  the  Pro- 
prietaries in  the  Commonwealth,  and  since  that  period,  and  the  losa,^ 
qf  his  Estate,  he  has  oontinued  to  pay  his  said  mother  the  sapie' 
Yearly  sum,  out  of  the  shattered  remains  of  hia  private  Fortune^'  it^ 
being  the  principal  part  of  her  subsistence, 

^       *^       *'     *^  JOflNPENlT.    : 

In  ebmplidlnoe  wifh  «a  act  of  Us  Szcielleneh^  the  President  abd 
Sopreme  Esecntive  Gosncil,  dated  the  10th  day  of  July  laat«  the 
asibMriberB  have  read  ft  considered,  the  respective  oIa«iM  of  Joha 
Penn^  jaa^r,  and  John  Peao,  Esquires,  late  Ptiafristariea.of  tke^ 
Ibrmer  province  of  Pennsylvania^  also  the  last  Wills  and  l^sstameats, 
&  oodittis  thereto,  of  the  Honooabk  John,  Thomas,  and  Bichard 
SffiDii^B8<|dre8»late  deoeased)  together  witli  an  Indenture  of  foitt« 
parts  executed  by  tjbte  aforesaid  Thomas  VenOi  on  his  marriage  with 
the  Bight  Hono*^^  Lady  Juliana 'Farmer^  auU^enticated  duplicates 
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wliexeof  were  deliTered  to  m  on  Fndty  ImI;  and  tberevpoii  we  Wg 
leave  to  report,  (Jadges  Atlee  k  Rush  being  ont  of  town)  tluit  t^ 
ToueWen  topporC  the  aeid  Claims  as  stated.  Bat  we  faave  made  do 
Inquiry  req>ecting  the  payments  of  the  several  sums  eharaed  npoii 
the  late  provinoei  to  the  Widows  and  jonnger  children  of  Uie  afore- 
said Thomas  &  Riohard  Penn,  and  can  therefore  certify  nothing  oa 
that  head.  THO"  M^  KE AN, 

Philadelphia^  August  8d,  1785. 


GEO.  BRYAN  * 


RBSOLtJtION  OF  COKGRBdS,  1785. 

By  the  United  Statea  in  Congrees  assembled. 

July  27,  1785. 
*  Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  Congress  apply  to  the  executives 
of  the  several  states,  for  thirteen  copies  of  the  legislative  i^ts  thereof, 
since  the  first  of  September,  1774,  inclusive :  that  one  sett  of  the 
said  acts  be  retained  for  the  use  of  Congress,  and  that  he  deliver  to 
the  delegates  of  each  state  one  sett  (exclusive  of  its  own  acts)  for  the 
use  of  the  legislature  thereof.  And  the  secretary  is  further  direeted 
to  adopt  a  similar  mode  for  psoouring  the  acts  which  may  hereafter 
be  passed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  every  state  being  thus 
informed,  may  have  the  fullest  oonfidenoe  in  the  other  states,  and 
derive  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  the  joint  wisdom  of  the 
whole.  ^ 

CHA.  THOMSON^  Seo'y. 

.Sbq'I  QiB  GONGEBSS  TO    PaXS.   DlOKINSOir,  1785. 

Cireolar. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
July  28«»,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  charge,  as  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
resolve,  to  apply  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  for  thirteen 
copies  of  the  legislative  Acts  thereof,  since  the  first  of  September, 
1774,  inclusive. 

The  purpose  for  which  these  copies  are  desired,  and  the  end  to  be 
mswerii,  are  fully  explained  in  the  resolution :  And  as  the  oldest 
1%  not  merely  to  prooare  information  to  the  federal  Council,  bat  la 
establish  a  mwtoal  eonidenee  and  good  understanding  among  the 
States,  and  that  each  may  derive  assistaiice  in  the  great  work  of 
legislation,  from  the  joint  wisdom  of  the  whole,  I  my  with  oonfi- 
denoe, that  your  Exoelleney  will  be  pleaaed  to  order  the  thiiiaea 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  602. 
t  See  Ibid.  607. 
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MfiOB  ^f  the  Aots  of  joir  legislature  frotti  the  time  abo^e  tteiitioDed| 
to  be  forwarded  as  speedily  as  possible :  And  that  yoa  will  make 
the  necessary  arrangemeots,  that  I  may  be  fnmiehed  from  time  to 
time  with  the  Acts  which  shall  hereafter  be  passed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Yoor  Szcellency's  most  Obedient 
&  most  humble  Serv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON  * 
Hfs  Bxcellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


PeBB.  DiOKlNBON  TO  COMMISSIONERS  ON  BOITNDAKY,  1785. 

Ill  Council,  July  29«,  1785. 
Gentlemen : 

ScTeraf  Considerations  of  great  Moment,  induce  Us  very  earnestly 
to  wish  for  the  Accomplishment  of  the  important  Business  entrusted 
to  yonr  Attention.  We  therefore  embrace  this  Opportunity,  by 
Captain  HutehinB,  of  urging  the  prosecution  of  it  with  the  utmost 
IMHgence,ft  with  all  the  Dispatch  that  is  compatible  with  Accuracy 
In  your  Proceedings.  We  desire  to  be  fiilly  informed,  &  as  fre- 
qnently  as  possible,  of  your  progress. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard,  OentlemeUj 
year  hble.  serv^i 

JOHN  DICKINSON.*    ' 
David  Rittenhouse  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esquires. 


OOMtfXSSIOMSRS  FOB   TRBATING  Wrifi    IHDIAKS,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  your  Bzcelldnqy  and  the  Honb>* 
Council,  that  agreeable  to  the  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwiz  between 
the  Six  Nation  Indians  And  your  Commisioners,  on  the  28rd  Oct. 
last  It  was  agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  Qoods  then  deliyered  to 
the  said  Nations,  an  Obligation  should  be  given  to  them  for  the 
Amount  of  One  thousand  JDollars,  in  saoh  Goods  as  would  b.st  suit 
them,  to  be  delivered  at  or  near  Tioga,  on  the  Susquehannah,  on  the 
first  Day' of  October  next. 

A  strict  and  punctual  observance  of  every  promise  made  to  the 
Savage  Nations  being  of  great  moment,  and  the  Season  approaching 
very  fast  when  your  Commissioners'  Obligation  will  be  due,  induoe 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  607. 
t  Ibid. 
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Ifte  id  giTe  tto eariy  biat  toOomMiI,  Umfc  tBoh  it6{M'iiiay  k8 4drai 
in  the  premises  «&  yoa  sball  deem  expedients 
I  MA  jour  EzcellencT's  most 

Ob^  ft  very  hb^«  Ser?*, 
July  29th,  1786.  FRA*  JOHNSTON.' 

His  Skeelleiiey  John  Diekinsen/  ESisqiurei  in  ConndL 


Lt.  Col.  Jos.  Harmas  to  Prbs.  Dickinson  1785i» 

Fort  Mcintosh,  August  Ist,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  hsve  the  honor  to  enclose  to*  your  Ezeellenej  &  the  honomhll 
Oounoil  a  monthly  fetum  of  thb  date  of  the  Pennsylyania  Troops  in 
the  Serrice  of  the  United  States. 

The  troops  have  been  mustered  up  to  the  10th  alt.  and  the 
rolls  transmitted  to  Major  North,  Inspeotor.  Bndoied,  be  pleased 
to  receive  an  abstract  of  the  master. 

'.  Altho'  I  can  receive  no  instzuetiona  for  recraiting  nntill  th^ 
honorable  Legislature  convenes,  your  Ezoelleiwy  k  the  boaorable 
Counoil  may  rest  assored  that  I  shall  ase  every  exertion  in  my  povtr 
to  retain  the  troops  in  Service.  Their  time  begins  to  expire  on  the 
19th  instant.  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  form  an  Enlistment  for 
securing  such  as  are  willing  to  serve  for  three  years^  until  your 
Excellency's  further  pleasure  is  known. 

The  Ohio  river  at  thb  Season  is  remarkably  low,  and  osaally 
continues  so  dnring  this  ft  the  next  month.  It  is  now  fordeable  oppottte 
the  garrison — ^The  Treaty  to  the  Wabash  therefore  cannot  possibly 
be  carried  on  before  the  month  of  October  or  November  next. 

I  would  not  wish  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry  in  recruiting. — ^There 
are  at  least  fifty  men  in  the  present  Corps,  who  are  not  fit  to  be  re^ 
enlisted} — » lime  lime  would  procure  a  Carps  that  wiU  refieot  honor 
to  the  Sute. 

If  about  five  &  twenty  rifles  could  be  obtained,  to  occasionslljr 
arm  that  number  of  Infantry,  I  should  think  fit  adviaeaUe. 

I  have  iurdered  Ensign  Armstrong  to  receive  yonr  ExeelleMsy^ 
instruetionsy  imd  when  he  has  recruited  thirty  stout^  able-bodied 
men  to  rejoin  the  Corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^,  with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect, 
•     your  Excellency's  &  the  honorable  Gounoil's 

most  hble.  ft  obedL  Servt. 
JOS.  HARMAR,t 
IHreetedf  Lt  OoL  Comd.  1st  Amr.  B^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson  Esqr.,  President,  ft  The  Hooor-^ 
«ble  The  Supreme  Eiecutive  Council,  Pennsylv 

Honored  *^  Doctor  Allison. 

»  See  Col.^Beo.,  Vol.  XiV.,  p.  607. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  516. 
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Abstract  of  Muster  Boll,  1785. 

Abstract  of  the  Master  of  a  Detachment  of  the  first  Amerieaii 
Regiment  Commanded  by  Jo6.  Harmar  Eaq-i  Lt.  Col.  Comd.  t'ort 
Mcintosh,  July  19th,  1786. 
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Expiration  of  the  men's  time. 

Infantry  Comp'ys, 

Aug.    Sept. 
1785.  1785 

Oct 

1785. 

Deo". 
1785. 

C*».  Walt.  Finneys 

1 

41 
4 
S 

1 

46 
5 
8 
1 

46 

5 
81 

5 

58 
26 

8 

8 
2 

1. 

Totol. 

8 

1 
8 

1 
d 

1 

2 

49 

4 

45 

8 

65 

5 

68 

8 

C»».  David  Zelgler's 

- 

Total, 

4 

3 

2 

52 

61 

C*».W-.MoCordy'8 
Total. 

1 

1 

2 

2 
0 

1 

8 
1 

4 
8 

e 
S 

a 

2 

2 
5 

1 

24 

25 

2 

51 

152 

«1 

26 
2 

59 

175 

1 

.•    : 

Total  In&ntry. 

82 

84 

8 

1 

Artillery, 

} 

Aug. 
1785. 

Sept. 
1786 

Oct 
1785. 

Deo''. 
1786. 

C*».  T.  Douglass. 

1 

2 
8 

1 
1 

2 

3 
S 

1 
2 

3 

2 

22 

12 

1 

»0 
17 

1 

80 

17 

1 

Total 

k 

85 

48 

80 

17 

1 

The  abdve  master  was  made  by  me  in  the  presence  of  Col  Harmar. 

B  DENNf,  Ensign,  &  Adj. 
JOS.  HARMAR,  Lt.  Col.  Comd.* 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  612. 
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ESXIHATB  OF  THB  StSPS  IN  THB  StATB  HoUBB  TaUD,  1785. 

Estimaie  of  the  Steps  in  the  State  House  Tard. 

To  3  Stone  Steps,  83  Feet  Long,  One  foot  in  the  clear 

broad  k  7  inches  high, £81  16«  1  }rl 

To  plag  holes  &  Lead, 2  16  00 

To  Iron  plugs, 2    4  00 

To  portage, 2    5  00 

To  fixing, *        4  12    8 

48  12  4i 

12  18  1} 

66    6    6 
N.  B. — ^If  the  Foundation  be  sunk  8  ieet  deep  &  88  feet  long, 

Workmanship  and  all  materials  will  amount  to  £16  17  6  j  If  it  be 

sunk  2  feet,  the  amount  will  be  £12  18  I};  If  only  sunk  1  F. 

6  In. ;  the  amount  will  be  £8  8  9. 

Indanedf 

1785,  August  2d. 


Secrbtabt  op  Conorbss  to  Pbbs,  Dioeinson,  1785. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  4th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  yo«  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  Ist. 

Tn  complisDce  with  your  desire,  I  now  send  you  the  Journals  of 
Congress,  for  the  years  1779,  and  from  the  3d  November,  1782,  to 
Nov'r  1783.     The  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  which 
fills  up  the  vacancy  from  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  June  the  Z^f 
1784,  to  its  meeting  in  Nov'r  following;  and  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  that  period  up  to  the  29th  of  last  month  inclusive. 
With  great  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,       .      . 
Your  Excellency's  and 
the  Honble  CounciKs 
most  obedient  and  - 
'       must  humble  Servt., 

CHA.  THOMSON.  . 
Directed^  .^ 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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.    PfiE9w  DIC&IR6OH  IfO  T^M.  BRABFORBy  Jr.,  AtTORlfBT 

Gbnbral,  1785. 

la  Ob«ii6n^  Attgoil  8tli»  1785« 

8ir,         ... 

TJpoD  the  Beoeipt  of  jonr  Letter  of  tbe  20tb  of  List  Menthy 
direoj^ed  to  tbe  Secretary  to  make  out  m  accarate  a  list  as  he  ooold 
form  of  the  CommissipDers.in  th^  aeveral  oountiea,  ascertttiiiag  the 
Tiqffes  at  which-  they  severidlj  eiune  Uito  office.  .  The  list  ia  now 
ittolosed.*    - 

Ion  will  Deroeive  by  tbe  prooeedings  of  General  Asaeinbly  on 
the  16th  of  last  Deoemberi  that  Negligence  in  collecting  of  Taxea 
has  been  general. 

The  particular  charges  against  Commissioners  for  Breaches  of  duty, 
that  most  pn>bably  can  be  supported,  are,  for  not  proceeding  against 
Collentors  aoeordiag  to  the  sevt)ral  Ltws;  among  other  aots  oh  Wm 
subjeoti  we  refer  to  those  for  supplies,  passed  on  the  21gt  of 
June,  1781,  the  27th  of  March,  1782,  &  the  21st  Maroh,  1783. 

Sufficient  testimony  it  is  presumed  will  iunae  from  publio  Doen* 
ments  k  from  the  examination  of  those  who  have  been  or  now  iM 
Treasurers  of  the  respective  counties. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  issue  process  from  either  Court,  as  you 
may  judge  most  proper,  and  to  give  such  Directions  for  Bail  as 
will  not  be  distressing. 

I  am,  wiib  great  Eespect,  gir^ 
your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

The  Attorney  General. 


Sbcrbtart  of  OoNaRBss  TO  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Coti^ess, 

August  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  design  of  the  letter,  I  have  now  tbe  honor  to  write  to  yoor 
Excellency,  is  to"  re-call  your  attention  to  an  Act  of  tbe  23d  of 
March,  1784,  which  yon  will  find  enclosed,  together  with  two  other 
Acts  on  the  subject  oC  keeping  up  a  representation  in  Congress 
By  those  Acts  your  Exbellency  will  perceive  it  is  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  sevei^  States, 
should  not  only  k^ep  up  a  constant  representation  by  three  members 
at  least,  but  that  there  should  be  a  uniformity  throughout  the  union, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  year,  for  which  the  Delegates  are 
appointed.    Both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  confederation,  point 

*  Not  found. 


FBVNBrLYANIA  ASCHIVfiS  1785.  4si 

oni  the  first  Monday  in  Novembef ,  ti  ike  Mmmeneement  of  the 
foedenl  year  ;  Nine  of  the  States  in  the  anion  yiew  it  in  the  same 
])oint  of  light;  and  have  made  their  appointments  oonformable 
thereto.  I  tnxst  therefore  that  your  Bxoellency  will  recommend 
this  matter  to  the  oonsideration  of  yonr  Legislature  and  that  tfaev 
will  adopt  measures  to'' comply  with  the  wishes  of  Congress  in  this 
respect. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 
Yoor  Bzeelleno/s 
most  obedient  and 
most  hble.  Senrt., 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 
Dtrectedf 
His  Ezoe%Dcy,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


War  OmcB  to  Pris^  Diukikson,  1785« 

War  Offioe^  Anguet  9tb|  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  liononr  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellency  a  resolution. of 
Congress  respeotinff  the  Corps  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar. 
The  Legislatures  of  Conoeotiovt  and  New  Yotk  only  have  assembled 
since  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  Troops  in  April,  and  therefore 
there  is  a  total  deficiency  of  those  to  be  furnished  by  Pennsylvania 
and  Jemey.  The  whole  number  voted  b^  Congress  will  bd  neces- 
sary to  prevent  inoroachments  on  the  public  Lands  and  fcr  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Commisfflonersof  Indian  Afiaifs.  I  am  persuaded  your 
Excellency  and  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  taking  the  earliesl  measures  to  retain  as 
many  of  the  oest  Soldiers  under  Colonel  Harmar  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect 

your  Excellency's 

moat  obed't  servant, 

H.  KNOX.t 
jDtrecfedf 

On  Public  Service, 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

War  Office. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  618,  616. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  617. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Oongress  AsBembled. 

July  20th,  1785. 
On  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  of 
the  18  th,  from  the  Secretary  at  war. 
Besolved^ 

That]Liea tenant  Colonel  Harmar,  Commander  of  the  Militia  in  thd 
Bervioe  of  the  United  States,  use  his  best  endeayors  to  retain  in 
Service  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  under  his  command  whose 
times  of  service  are  nearly  expiring,  until  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  shall  be  in  sesn<Hi  and  determine  on  furnishing  its  quota  of 
Troops  under  the  resolutions  of  the  1st,  7th  and  12th  of  April  last 
(Signed,)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secy. 
War  Officoi  a  true  Copy,  Jos.  Carleton,  Secy. 


CoMMissiONBBS  ON  Indun  Trbatt,  1785. 

Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  Council  of  80th  July  last,  I  hate 
made  out  a  List  of  the  Goods  necessary  to  be  furnish  the  Indians  ia 
October  next  w^  I  do  my  myself  the  honor  to  inoloee. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

moat  Obedient  Serv't, 
Directed,  F.  JOHNSTON.* 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr. 

A  list  of  the  goods  to  be  furnbhed  the  six  nations  of  Indiana  on  the 
First  day  of  October  next. 

8  pieces  Blue  Stroud. 
20  pair  8  point  Match  Goats. 
60  pair  2i  point      ditto. 
25  yards  Scarlet  Flannel. 

1  Piece  Scariet  Broad  Cloth. 
100  White  Ruffled  Shirte. 

50  Callico        ditto. 
18  French  Castors. 
6  Dosen  coarse  Combs. 

2  Doien  Ivory    ditto. 
25  lb  Vermillion. 

50  Gallons  Barbadoes  rum. 

56  lb  Gun  powder. 
400  fb  Barr  Lead. 
800  ib  Tobaco. 

8  Pieces  Gartering. 
Aug't  10th,  1785. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XIV.,  p.  616. 
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Chablbs  Psttit  to  Pass.  Dioeirson,  1786 

New  York,  12**  August,  1785. 
Sir, 

Me«^  Tnrnbull,  Marmie  &  Co.,  haTing,  by  Memorial  stated  to 
OoDgreBB  their  Olaims  to  the  Land  on  which  the  Fortifications  at 
Pittsburgh  were  erected,  aud  prayed  that  the  Possession  thereof  may 
be  delivered  to  them,  the  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  took  an  early 
Oooasion  to  mention  the  Desire  of  Oouncil,  communicated  to  them 
by  your  Excellency,  that  the  Possession  should  be  delivered  to  cer- 
tain Gommisaioners  of  the  State  whenever  Congress  should  think 
proper  to  remove  the  Garrison  &  Continental  Stores  from  thence. 
Such  Bemoral  will  probably  take  Place  shortly,  tho'  no  formal 
Besolution  for  that  Purpose  has  yet  been  passed ; — and  as  it  is 
understood  that  Possession  of  that  Post  was  taken  on  Behalf  of  the 
United  States  without  any  Treaty  or  Contract,  it  seems  to  be  the' 
Intention  of  Congress  to  relinquish  it  in  the  same  Manner,  in  order 
to  avoid  meddliog  with  the  Claims  of  the  State  or  of  Individuals  as  to 
the  Bight  of  Possession ;  more  especially  as  some  have  supposed 
that  as  it  was  formerly  the^  Seat  of  a  british  Garrison,  it  became  the 
Property  of  the  XJ.  S.  by  Conquest.  To  avoid  Embarrassment  on 
any  of  these  Accounts,  it  will  probably  be  abandoned,  rather  than 
delivered  up  as  a  Possession  to  any  CUimant :  I  have  therefore  ad- 
TOod  Mess"  TumbuU,  Marmie  &  Co.,  to  make  their^ Application  to 
your  Excellency  &  the  Council  on  the  Subject,  presuming  that  the 
State  Commissioners  will  be  directed  to  take  the  Possession,  on  its 
being  relinquished  by  tl^e  United  States. 

^   ■       I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble.  Servant, 

CHAS.  PETTIt* 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  jpennsylvania. 


Puss.  Dickinson  to  Sbo-t  ax  Wab,  1785. 

In  Council,  August  13**,  1786. 
Sir. 

We  have  tbis  Diy  teoetved  your  Letter  of  the  ninthf  instant,  with 
the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  20^  of  last  Month. 

That  Resoldtion,  transmitted  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  Congre8B|. 
TVe  forwarded  several  Days  ago  to  Coll.  Harmer.  By  a  Letter  from, 
Idm  this  moment  oome  to  our  Hands,  We  are  *'  assured  that  every 


*  See  pages  462,  464. 
t  See  page  495. 


Exertion  shall  be  used  to  keep  the  Men  together^  nntill  the  sense  of 
the  Legi^tare  can  bertakem/^ 

By  your  Letter  of  the  25^  of  April,  We  peroeive  that  one  Cap- 
tain &  two  lieutensiita  of  AHillery,  &  two  Captains,  two  LieutenantSi 
&  two  Ensigns  of  Infantry,  are  assigned  to  this  State. 

This  is  the  same  arxan^ement  that  was  for  it  meditated  last  yen ; 
but  upon  oar  Representations  was  amendedp  &  three  Captains^  three 
liieutenants,  &  three  Ensigns  of  Infauitry  were  app^HiUed  by  this 
Commonwealth,  besides  a  Captain  &  two  Lieuteoams  of  ArtilUry. 

The  whole  Begiment,  consisting  of  tea  Companies  &  700  M€% 
&  theceibre  each  Company  of  70  Men,  three  Companies  and  fifty 
men  are  required  from  Pennsylvania,  &  only  Officesafor  throe  Com- 
panies are  allotted  to  her.  As  the  Officers  now  Commissioned  would 
chuse  to  continue  in  the  service,  W&  canikot  think  of  dismissing  them, 
&  therefore  hopci  that  on  further  Coipideratiov,  as  the  ResolatioDa 
of  Congress  this  year  are  similar  to  those  of  the  last,  the  same 
Arrangements  will  now  be  madoi  that  Qnally  took  J^laoa  laat  Year. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  the  greatest  Ssteemj  Sir^ 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 


The  Secretary  at  War. 


ifJO^N  DJCKID^SON.* 


Pbss.  Dickinson  to  Co)Uci6sionsbs^  1785. 

In  Council^  August  15%  1785. 
Gentlemen :  * 

From  some  Information  We  have  received  this  Day,  it  appears 
probable,  that  the  UmtMl  Statea  wfll  barely  relinquish  the  Posses- 
sion of  Pittsburg. 

We  therefore  think  proper  to  direct^  that  on  suoh  Belinquishmett, 
Tou  immediately  take  Possession  of  the  Place  in  the  Name  and  be- 
half of  this  Commonwealth,  &  thai  yDU.be  prepared  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  our  Meaning,  that  the.  Possession  to  be  thea  taken,  by  you, 
shall  be  without  pr^ndice  to  the  private  Eights  of  property. 
I  am,  with  great  Biegard, 

Gendemen,  your  most  obedt.  servt, 

JOBN  DIOKINSOtl.t 

John  Ormsby,  Michael  Huffnagte^  John  Proctor;,  &  Thonias 
Cklbraith,  Esquires,  CommissionoiB  for  the  Commonwealth  eC 
Pennsylvanii^. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  617. 
t  IMd. 
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Sec'y  of  FoREiaH  Affairs  to  Prbs.  Dickinsok,  1785. 

(Copy.) 

Office  for  Foreign  Affiurs, 
15^  Augneti,  1785, 
The  Seoretazy  of  ike  United  States  for  the  department  of  Foreign 
Affiun,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Application  of  the  Delegates  of 
Pehneylvania  relative  to  the  oondnct  of  Captain  Morales  in  reeeiTing 
on  Board  and  carrying  away  in  his  Frigate,  a  Servant  of  a  (fitiien 
of  Philadelphia,  Reports* 

That  he  immediately  laid  the  said  Applicationi  and  the  papers 
which  accompanied  it,  before  the  Encargado  de  Negocias  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty ;  and  that  he  gave  yonr  Secretary  fufi  and  express 
assurances  that  he  woold,  withont  delay,  take  eTery  proper  measure 
in  hm  power  lor  obtaining  justice  and  redress. 

(Sign'd) 

JOHN  JAY. 


Sbc'y  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Dickiksok,  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Offiee  of  Congfess> 

August  22%  1785* 
Sir,        , 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellenoy  an  Act  of  Ooiv> 
fpna^  Wuohing  the  disc^pectful  and  indecent  conduct  of  Ga|>tain 
Stanhoste,  as  s^M  in  a  Letter  of  the  8<\  from  Hi3  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  manifested  in  a  oonreq^nclence  be*, 
twsen  His  ExeelMoy  and  the  said  Stanhope. 

Although  Cougress  have  not  thought  it  expedient  tQ  make  this  a 
public  Act,  they  have  nevertheless  ordered  a  Copy  thereof,  with  tha 
Letters,  ta  be  transmitted,  to  the  ExeeutiveB  ^f  the^s&veral  States, 
for  their  particular  information. 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
and  most  Humble  Seryaot,, 
OHA  THOBlSON.t 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  See  page  47«. 

t  See  Got  Boo.,  Vol  XIY.,  page  625. 
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No.  1. 

By  the  United  in  Conffreas  assembled. 

Angnst  18th,  1785. 
The  Delegates  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachasetts  having 
laid  before  Congress  a  Letter  of  the  8th,  from  His  Exoelleney  the 
Ooremor  of  that  State  together  with  a  Copy  of  Letters  from  Capt 
Stanhope^  Commander  of  the  British  Frigate  Mercm'j,  to  His  Ex« 
oelleney,  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massaohasetts,  and  of  His  Ezoellenoy's  answer  to  the  two  fint  of 
those  Letters ;  the  same  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  foragn 
affairs,  who  reported  thereon ;  The  Letters  and  report  are  as  fottowBi 

No.  2. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Boston,  August  8th,  1785. 
Gentlemih, 

Whatever  oonoems  the  Honor  of  one  of  the  United  States  does 
in  effset,  in  certain  cases  oonoern  the  Honor  of  all  them. 

This  general  observation  applies  to  the  condaot  of  Capt  Stanhope, 
Commander  of  His  Britannib  Majesty's  Frigate,  Mercury,  who  tp- 
prehendtng  himself  insulted  applied  to  me  by  hb  Letter  for  redress; 
in  which  letter,  he  "  recommend^^'  to  me  to  adopt  such  measuies  ss 
may  discover  the  Ringleaders  of  the  party  that  <<  anamfuited  him. 
See  Letter,  No.  1. 

On  receiving  it,  the  Council  being  adjourned  to  a  distant  DtTf 
I  sent  for  the  only  Gentleman  of  that  Board  in  town,  the  Hon'ble 
Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  I  consulted  on  the  affair.  In  consequence 
of  the  consultation,  I  sent  Capt.  Stanhope  an  answer  the  same  dsy. 
The  answer  points  out  to  him  the  only  way  of  redress,  which  ov 
Laws  and  Constitution  admit;  and  which  I  myself  in  a  like  esse,  if 
I  todc  any,  must  have  taken.     See' Letter,  No.  2.  , 

This  answer, 'however,  did  not  comport  with  Oapt  Stanhopes 
high  idea  of  himself,  who  seems  to  have  thought  that  some  spew 
mode  of  process  was  due  to  a  person  of  his  importance. 
•  In  consequence  of  that  idea,  and  after  two  days  oonsidentioD  of 
the  matter  he  sent  me  a  Letter,  which  you  may  probably  think,  n^J 
be  justly  called  a  very  insolent,  one :  in  which,  ([but  in  his  own 
mode  of  expression,)  he  decUreB  I  gave  him  a  positive  assurance  w 
affording  him  and  his  officers  protection,  that  my  conduct  o^^.^ 
dieted  that  assurance  and  his  expectations;  that  it  does  not  saiisrf 
him,  nor  does  credit  to  myself;  and  that  he  never  received  a  Lftittf 
80  insulting  to  his  senses ;  and  that  it  was  an  evasion  of  his  /^^ 
Hon ;  with  a  great  deal  more  abuse  both  expressed  and  implud* 
See  Letter,  No.  8.  '  • 

The  only  part  of  this  declaration  it  ixmcenia  ne  to  notice,  is  A^ 
in  which  my  conduct  is  aaid  to  hive  contndieted  the  assurance  1  vA 
given  him  of  protection.    Thia  occasions  a  recurrence  to  two  con- 
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versations  I  had  with  him  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  here, 
from  which  time  until  the  first  instasti  I  had  beeO;  as  I  presumed^ 
in  the  good  graces  of  Mr.  Stanhope. 

In  one  of  those  conversations,  which  were  principally  relative  to 
the  recovery  of  a  favorite  servant,  who  he  said  had  deserted  from 
him  about  a  year  before ;  he  mentioned  that  he  had  been  informed 
he  should  probably  meet  with  some  insult  before  his  departure ;  and 
said  he  should  rely  on  my  protection.  I  told  him  he  might  depend 
on  every  protection  in  my  power  to  afford  him;  but  that  in < this 
Country  as  in  England,  the  Law  is  every  man's  protection,  and  that 
he  would  be  as  much  entitled  to  it  during  his  stay  here,  as  any  man 
in  the  Commonwealth;  and  in  conformity  to  this  idea,  my  Letter  to 
him  was  written. 

I  have  mentioned  no  more  of  the  conversation  than  was  needful 
to  afford  you  some  idea  of  the  assurance  he  says  I  gave  him  of 
my  protection.  But  in  the  course  of  it,  I  told  him  further^  that  he 
must  know  from  his  own  observation,  that  in  larse  sea  port  Towns, 
where  there  is  a  resort  of  all  kinds  of  people  and  Characters,  quarrels 
and  disturbances  freqentlv  happened ;  and  that  the  sea  port  Towns 
in  England  were  remarkable  for  them :  That  he  must  be  sensible  the 
new  regulations  of  Trade  in  England,  which  would  finally  operate 
to  her  own  detriment,  had  disgusted  the  Americans  in  genenu  and 
had  induced  them  to  take  measures  to  counteract  those  regulations ; 
and  therefore  it  was  natural  to  expect  he  would  hear  sentiments 
thrown  out,  which  mi^ht  not  be  agreeable  to  him.  But  that  I  bad 
.no  apprehension  any  insult  would  be  offered  either  to  him  or  his 
officers^ 

These  observations  and  many  more  I  thought  proper  to  make, 
which  a  man  of  any  discernment,  and  of  the  least  goodness  of  dis- 
position might  have  applied  to  his  own  benefit ;  and  to  the  exerting 
and  promoting  of  good  humour  in  the  people,  among  whom  he  hap- 
pened to  be. 

As  he  says  my  conduct  contradicted  his  expectations,  it  is  proba- 
ble he  expected  a  Proclamation  should  have  been  issued.  This 
measure  was  thought  of;  but  I  did  not  think  the  occasion  required 
it  His  conduct  for  three  days  after  the  affront,  to  the  time  of  his 
going  with  his  ship  down  to  Nantasket  on  the  evening  of  the  3d 
instant,  manifested  that  he  was  under  no  apprehension  of  any 
attack  upon  him,  for  during  that  time  he  and  his  officers  went  about 
the  Town,  and  in  the  Country  as  usua^  and  with  as  much  freedom 
as  any  person  whatever. 

Knowing  that  the  whole  of  my  conduct  both  public  and  private, 
had  been  such  as  merited  at  least  a  decency  of  Behaviour  on  his 
part,  and  sentiments  very  different  from  those  expressed  in  his  said 
lictter;  I  wrote  him  a  short  answer  to  it,  which  you  will  see  in  No. 
4,  to  which  he  sent  the  reply  contained  in  No.  5,  justifying  and 
jepeating  his  insolence,  and  this  finished  the  correspondence. 
I  have  only  to  observe,  that  it  is  conceived;  the  honor  and  dignity 
Vol.  X.— 22 
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of  tbis  Commonwealtli,  and  throng!)  it  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  are  essentially  wounded  by  the  insolence 
of  Oapt.  Stanhope  towards  the  Chief  Majistrate  of  the  former; 
that  unless  it  be  properly  resented  every  British  officer  of  every 
British  vessel  however  insignificant  will  when  ever  an  opportunity 
shall  offer^  insult  the  government  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and 
that  a  tameness  under  insult  must,  in  the  estimation  of  all  foreigners 
effectually  destroy  the  natural  Character,  and  importance  of  the 
United  States. 

If  after  reading  the  annexed  Copy  of  Letters  which  passed  be- 
tween the  said  Stanhope  and  me,  you  should  be  of  that  opinion  you 
will  please  to  lay  the  same  before  the  United  States  in  Oongren  as- 
sembled, that  they  may  take  such  measures  concerning  it,  as  their 
wisdom  and  a  sense  of  their  own  honor  shall  dictate. 
With  the  most  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  Obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

The  Honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holten,  Kufus  King, 
Esqi*,  Delegates  in  Congress  for  the  Commonwealth  ot  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Copy  of  Letters  from  Capt.  Stanhope,  commander  of  the  British 
Frigate  Mercury,  to  His  Excellency,  James  Bowdoin,  Esq',  governs 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  Copy  of  His  Excel- 
lency's answer  to  the  two  first  of  those  Letter^. 

N.  B.  The  Letters  from  Captain  Stanhope  were  on  the  cover  of 
each  of  them  superscribed 

On  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Governor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c.,  Boston. 


No.  1. 

Mercury,  Boston  Harbour,  Aagust  1,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  con- 
tinued insults  and  dismceful  indignities  offered  by  hundreds  in  tbis 
Town  to  me  and  mv  Officers,  which  hitherto  we  have  winked  at,  as 
well  as  the  most  illiberal  and  indecent  language,  with  which  the 
newspapers  have  been  filled,  nor  should  I  have  troubled  yon  now 
had  1  not  have  been  persued,  and  my  life  as  well  as  that  of  one  of 
my  Officers  been  endangered  by  the  violent  rage  of  a  mob  yesteday 
evening,  without  provocation  of  any  sort,  I  trust  it  needless  to  recoM- 
mend  to  your  Excellency  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  disc<^er 
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the  rinffleaden  of  the  party  that  auamnattd  me,  and  bring  then  to 
public  jastice,  as  well  as  protect  os  from  farther  insaU. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellenoy's 

moibt  Obed^  Hamble  eervS 

(Signed)  HY.  STANHOPB. 

Directed^ 
'^  To  Hia  Excellency,  Goreroor  Bowdoin,  &o.,  fta,  Ac, 

No.  2: 

Oomnonwealth  of  Masaaehosetts. 

Boston,  Ang.  Ist,  1785. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  this  date  is  now  before  me.  It  is  a  great  misfor- 
tane  that  the  subjects  or  Citizen^  of  different  Countries  which  have 
been  at  enmity,  cannot  easily  recover  that  degree  of  good  humour 
which  should  induce  them  to  treat  each  other  with  proper  decorumi 
when  the  governments  to  which  they  respectively  belong  have  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  sheathed  the  Sword.  But  yoa 
must  have  observed  that  disturbances  arising  from  this  source  too 
ft«qaently  happen,  especially  in  populous  sea  port  Towns.  If  yon 
have  been  insulted  and  your  life  has  been  endangered  in  manner  As 
you  have  represented  to  me,  I  must  inform  you  that  our  Laws  afford 
you  ample  SttisliMtioB.  ForeigBen  are  entitled  to  the  proteotiot  of 
the  Law,  as  well  as  amenable  to  it,  equally  with  any  Gitiaen  of  the 
United  States,  while  they  oontinue  within  the  jnrisdietion  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Any  learned  praoittioner  in  the  Law,  if  applied 
to,  will  direot  you  the  mode  of  legal  process  in  the  obtaining  a  re- 
dress of  injury  if  you  have  been  injured ;  and  the  Judiciary  Courts 
will  cause  due  enquiry  to  be  made  touching  riotous  and  unlawful 
assemblies  and  their  misdemeanors  \  and  inflict  legal  punishment  on 
such  as  by  Verdict  of  a  Jury  may  be  found  guilty. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir, 

your  most  Obd<  hum^  Servant, 

(Signed)        JAMES  BOWDOIN.    ' 

No.  8. 

(N.  B     This  was  ^ent  August  8d,  P.  M.) 

Mercury,  Boston  Harbour,  Ag*  2d,  1745.  * 
Sir, 

When  I  had  the  Honor  of  applying  to  your  Excellency  to  dis- 
countenance the  disgraceful  attacks  made  upon  me  and  the  Officers 
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of  hki  BritaBiuo  Hajest/s  Ship  Merenry  under  my  ComiiMiidy  and 
to  aflford  us  your  proleoUon,  it  was  upon  your  positive  assuranoe  to 
that  effeot  in  their  preseuoe,  I  rested  my  hope.  How  much  your 
Conduct  contradicts  both  that,  and  my  expectation  is  too  obvious 
either  to  satisfy  me,  or  even  to  do  credit  to  yourself.  For  your 
Excellency  must  excuse  me  when  I  remark  that  I  never  received  a 
letter  so  insulUng  to  my  senses,  as  your  answer  to  my  requisition  of 
yesterday.  I  am,  however,  pleased  in  finding  a  much  better  diqxMi- 
tion  in  the  first  Glass  of  inhabitants,  whose  assistance  I  am  happy  to 
acknowledge,  as  the  more  acceptable  after  your  apparent  evasion 
from  the  substance  of  my  Letter ;  and  however  well  informed  your 
Excellency  may  believe  yourself,  upon  the  laws  and  customs  of 
Nations  in  similar  cases,  allow  me  to  assure  you  there  is  not  one,  no 
not  even  the  ally  of  these  States  that  would  not  most  severely  repro- 
bate either  the  want  of  energy  in  government  or  disinclination  of  the 
governor  to  correct  such  notorious  insults  to  public  Characters,  in 
.frhich  light  onlj  we  can  desire  to  be  received. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir 

your  most  Obed^  Humble  Serv^ 

(Signed)        HY.  STANHOPE. 
His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Bowdoin,  &c.;  &c. 

No.  4. 

Captain  Stanhope  your  Letter  bearing  date  the  second  instant  was 
delivered  to  me  by  your  Lieutenant  Mr.  Nash  at  four  o'dodc  this 
afternoon. 

I  hereby  let  you  know,  that  as  the  Letter  is  conceived  in  terms  of 
insolenoe  and  abuse,  altogether  unprovoked,  I  shall  take  such  meas- 
ures concerning  it»  as  the  dignity  of  my  station,  and  a  just  regard  to 
the  honor  <^  the  United  States  in  general  shall  require. 

JAMBS  BOWDOIN. 

Boston,  August  8d,  1785,  6  o'clock,  P.M. 

No.  6. 

Mercury,  Nantasket  Boad  August  dd. 
(It  should  have  been  August  4,)  17)^5,  }  past  12,  A.  M. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  Ihe  honor  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  this 
moment  receired,  and  have  to  assure  you  I  shall  most  chearfally 
submit  to  the  worst  consoqueQces  that  can  arise  from  our  correspon- 
dence, which  I  do  not  conceive  on  my  part  to  have  been  couched  ia 
terms  of  either  insolence  or  abuse,  which  is  more  than  I  could 
venture  to  say  of  yours.  And  however  exalted  your  Excelleoc/a 
station  is,  I  know  not  of  anv  more  respectable  than  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  fill.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv't. 

HY  STANHOPE. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c. 
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The  Secretary  io  the  United  States  for  the  department  of  foreign 
afiairs  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  of  the  8  th  instant  from  his 
Excellenoj  the  Governor  of  MasBachasettB  to  the  Delegates  ef  that 
Commonwealth  in  Congress  report 

That  in  his  opinion  the  answer  of  the  Ooyemor  to  Capt.  Stanhope's 
first  Letter  was  perfectly  proper,  that  the  Captains  reply  was  highly 
disrespectful,  and  being  so,  that  snch  measures  might  have  been 
adopted  as  the  laws  prescribe  for  asserting  the  dignity  of  government 
in  snch  cases. 

He  is  farther  of  opinion  that  two  things  are  essential  to  thetea- 
pectability  of  ffovemment.  (1.)  That  it  should  be  always -in  the 
right,  and  (2)  That  it  should  never  be  opposed  or  ill,  treated  with 
impunity.  To  these  ends  its  own  internal  power,  Qn  such  caaes  as 
the  present)  i^  or  ought  to  be  adequate,  and  therefore  a  reenrranee 
to  a  foreign  sovereign  to  resent  and  punish  affronts  to  such  govemr 
ment,  committed  under  its  eye,  and  within  its  jurisdiction,  appeaM 
to  your  Secretary  a  departure  l^om  that  self  respect,  which  on  such 
occasions  should  invariably  be  observed;  except  indeed  where  such 
indignities  are  offered  by  Ambassadors. 

If  these  principles  are  well  founded,  then  it  will  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  no  compkitnt  or  application  f<Mr  redrtu 
should  be  made  by  Congress  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  subject 
in  question. 

But  as  America  and  Britain  are  at  peaoe,  and  in  that  sense  friends, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  disrespect  to  the  one  from  officers  of  the 
othSk',  must  be  ofiensive  to  the  sovereign  of  such  officers ;  in  as  much 
as  such  conduct  tends  to  irritate  and  alienate  the  good  will  of  the 
other.  Under  this  view  of  the  matter  your  Secretary  thinks  it 
would  be  proper  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  to  instruct  him  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  the  British  Minister  and  to  assure  him, 

^1)  That  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid  encreasing  the  irritation 
which  the  late  war  may  have  produced  in  the  two  nations  could  have 
restrained  the  governor  from  resentiog  the  indecent  conduct  of  Capt. 
Stanhope  in  a  severe  and  exemplary  manner. 

(2)  To  assure  him  that  Congress  are  persuaded  that  such  Behaviour 
must  give  no  less  displeasure  to  his  Majesty  than  it  does  to  them— 
and  thai  as  all  Sovereigns  must  in  a  certain  degree  be  affected  by 
the  conduct  of  their  servants.  Congress  think  that  the  justice  due  to 
His  Majesty  calls  upon  them  to  lay  this  information  before  him. 

S\)  That  Congress  flatter  themselves  that  this  instance  of  delicacy 
moderation  will  be  ascribed  to  its  proper  motives,  and  considered 
as  evincive  of  a  desire  to  prevent  animosity  and  promote  mutual  good 
wilL 

Your  Secretary  also  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  this  report  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  to  assure  him 
that  Congress  consider  the  dignity  of  each  of  the  States  as  insepa- 
rably connected  with  that  of  the  Union ;  and  therefore  that  it  shall 
on  every  occasion  experience  their  care  and  attention. 
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Rasolved,  That  Oongress  agree  to  the  said  report.  ^ 

Offderedy  That  a  Copj  of  thia  report  together  with  the  foregoiDg 
Letten  be  tranamitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  states. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  JoumaL 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See' J. 

RbPORT  of  GOMMieSIOKBRfl  ON  BOUNDABT,   1785. 

We  the  Sabscribers  Commissioniers  appointed  bj  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  ascertain  the  Bonndarj  between  the 
said  States. 

Do  Certify  that  we  have  carried  on  a  Meridian  Line  from  the 
Sonth^West  Corner  of  Pennsylvania  Northward  to  the  Kver  Ohio, 
and  marked  it  by  enttfn^  a  wide  Yiata  over  all  th«  ponoipal  Hills 
intersected  by  the  said  Line,  and  by  failing  or  deadening  a  Line  of 
^reesy  generally  thro'  all  the  lower  grounds;  and  we  have  likewise 
plaeed  Stones  marked  on  the  East  svle  P.  and  on  tiie  West  side  Y., 
on  most  of  the  principal  Hills,  and  where  the  Line  strikes  the  Ohio^ 
which  Stones  are  accurately  plaeed  in  the  True  Meridian,  bounding 
the  States  as  aforesaid.  Witness  our  Hands  and  Seals  this  2Sd  day 
of  August,  1786. 


DAV.  RITTBNHOUSB, 


[M.] 


ANDREW  PORTER,      [L.8.] 


ANDREW  BLLICOTT, 
JOSEPH  NEVILL. 


L.S.] 

>8.]; 


•  Penns'a. 
Yirginia. 


SuBYBTOE  Obnsral  TO  Pbbs.  Diokihsov,  1785. 

Surv.  Gknerars  Office, 

Philad'a,  29th  August,  1786. 
To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Ptesident,   and  the 
Honble  the  Supreme  Executive  Coundl. 
Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  12th  day  of  Marohi 
1788,  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  mentioned|  for  the  pur- 
,  pose  of  Redeeming  the  Certificates  of  Depreciation  given  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  or  their  RepieseaU- 
tives,  &c.,  and  an  order  of  Council  of  the  10th  day  of  June,  1788.* 
I  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  I  have  received  upwards  of  One  hundred  and  forty  Retumi 
of  survey  of  the  land  appropriated  as  above,  and  daily  expect  more. 
I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  Able.  Servt.^ 

JNO.  LUKENS,  S.  Q.f 
Directed, 
His  Bxcelleney,  the  President  ef  Council. 

*  See  page  ««.  f  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XIV.,  p.  627. 
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Sao'Y  OF  Congress  to  Pkbs.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  CongresSi 

Auga8t  29tb;  1785. 
Sir,. 

On  ezaminiDg  the  files  in  this  offiee  I  find  that  only  five  States 
namely  Newhampshire,  Massaohosetts,  New  York|  Maryland  and 
Virginia  have  transmitted  their  Laws  passed  in  pnrsoanoe  of  tho 
lecoramendation  of  Congress  of  the  80th  April^  1784.  It  is  sag- 
gested  that  other  States  have  eomplied  with  the  recommendation, 
though  their  Laws  have  not  been  forwarded,  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  the  act  and  request  the  favour  of  your  Ezoel- 
lenoy  to  inform  me  what  your  Letinslature  faltve  done,  and  if  they 
have  complied,  that  jon  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  me  a  Copy  of 
their  act  that  I  may  report  the  same  to  Oongress. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Ezcellenoy's  most 

obedient  &  most  humble  Serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 
jDirectedf 
To  His  £xqelleD«y  The  Fteaident  of  Pennsylvania. 


BBSOLtmON  OF  GoKaBEBS, 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

April  SOtb,  1784. 

The  trust  reposed  in  Congress,  renders  it  their  duty  to  be  attentive 
to  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  prevent  or  restrain  as  far 
may  be,  all  such  proceedings  as  might  prove  iojurious  to  the  United 
States.  The  dtuation  of  commerce  at  this  time  claims  the  attention 
of  the  several  states,  and  few  objects  of  greater  importance  can  pre- 
sent themselves  to  their  notice.  The  fortune  of  every  citisen  is 
interested  in  the  success  thereof;  for  it  is  the  constant  source  of 
wealth  and  incentive  to  industrv;  and  the  value  of  bur  produce  and 
our  land  must  ever  rise  or  fell  in  proportion  to  the  prosperous  or 
advene  state  of  trade. 

Already  has  Qreat  Britain  adopted  regulations  destroodve  of  our 
commerce  with  her  West-India  Islands.  There  was  reason  to  expect 
that  measures  so  unequal  and  so  little  calculated  to  promote  mercan- 
tile intercourse,  would  not  be  persevered  in  by  an  enlightened  nation* 

•  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  ZIY.,  p.  529. 
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But  these  measnrefl  are  growing  into  Bjatem.  It  wonld  be  tbe  duty 
of  Congress,  as  it  is  their  wish,  to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great-Britain 
with  similar  restrictions  on  her  commerce ;  bat  their  powers  on  this 
head  are  not  explidt;  and  the  propositions  made  by  the  legislatures 
of  tbe  several  states,  render  it  necessary  to  take  the  general  sense  of 
the  Union  on  this  subject. 

Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  be  vested 
with  powers  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  they  can  never 
command  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade ;  and  without  these,  our 
foreign  commerce  must  decline  and  eventually  be  annihilated.  Hence 
it  is  necessary  tbat  the  states  should  be  explicit,  and  fix  on  some 
effectual  mode  by  which  foreign  commerce  not  founded  on  prindpleB 
of  equalitv  may  be  restrained. 

That  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  secure  such  terms 
they  have 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  reoommended  to  the  l^^ft- 
latures  of  the  several  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress^ 
assembled,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  power  to  prohibit  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into  or  exported 
from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navioated  by  the 
snbjecte  of  any  power  with  whom  these  stetes  shall  not  nave  formed 
treaties  «f  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  reoommended  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the 
subjecte  of  any  foreign  stete,  kingdom  or  empire,  unless  authorised 
by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States,  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchsndize,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  die 
dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjecte  they  are. 

Provided,  That  to  all  acts  of  the  United  Stetes  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, in  pursuance  of  the  above' powers,  the  assent  of  nine  states 
shall  be  necessary. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


GOL.  JOSIAH  HaRMAR  TO  P&ES.  DiOKINSON,   1785. 

Fort  McIntoBh,  September  Ist^  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable 
Council,  a  monthly  return  of  this  dato,  of  the  Pennsylvania  TiWfB 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Stetes. 

The  time  of  one-half  the  men  has  expired,  and  notwithstandiii||^ 
I  have  used  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  retain  them  in  ser?ieft, 
until  the  honorable  Legislature  oouvened,  snob  is  their  want  of 
confidence  in  the  public,  respecting  their  pay,  and  their  wish  to  go 
down  the  country,  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  re-engage  them  here, 
according  to  my  former  expectetions. 
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Ai  GoBgrets  have  been  pleased  to  revise  Ib^r  tesbloiioiiSy  and  io 
order  that  only  one  full  eompany  of  Infantry  shall  attend  the  treaty, 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  month  of  the  oreat  Miami — I  think  it 
may  be  rednoed  to  a  certainty  that  I  shall  De»  able  to  re-enlist  that 
number.  Ibrt^Four  are  sJready  engaged,  and  two  Officers  are 
at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  recniitiDff  service,  who,  when  the  men  have  had 
out  their  frolic,  I  tmsl  will  oe  successfal. 

Enclosed  is  the  form  of  an  Enliatment,  which  is  copied  from  the 
old  one,  excepting  the  alteration  of  the  rtsalve  of  CongreUj  and  the 
snbstitnting  three  year*  instead  of  one.  No  jostice  of  the  peace 
being  at  hand,  I  judged  it  would  advance  the  public  service  by 
administering  the  Oath  myself. 

The  bearer,  Captain  Ziegler,  (a  very  deserving  officer,)  has  orders 
to  wait  upon  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable  Council  for  recruiting 
instructions.  After  having  re-engaged  about  Ninety  or  One  bundled 
men  in  this  quarter,  I  propose  going^  to  Philadelphia  to  complete  the 
business.  The  men  who  have  been  discharged  and  are  gone  down- 
wards, will  soon  be  tired  of  work ;  and  I  am  well  convinced,  there 
will  be  little  difficulty  in-  speedily  recruiting  the  quota  of  troops  re- 
quired from  our  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  esteem 
&  respect,  your  Excellency's 
&  The  honorable  Councirs 
most  hble.  &  obdt.  Servt., 

JOS.  HARMAB, 
Lt.  OoL  Com.  1st  A.  B. 
Direeied, — (Public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq ,  Presidenti  &  the  Honor- 
ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


Gen.  Wm.  Irvine  xa  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Carlisle;  September  2d;  1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Power,  one  of  the  deputy  Surveyors  of  the  donation 
land,  called  on  me  yesterday  to  inform  me  that  he  has  compleated 
the  number  of  Surveys  allotted  to  him  within  his  district,  which 
lies  above  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  and  takes  in  Oil  Creek. 

He  says  that  he  could  not  find  land  fit  for  cultivation  near  the 
Alegheny  River,  and  adds,  notwithstanding  that  he  found  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  good  land  within  his  district ;  and  that  there  is  still  a 
considerable  overpluss  left.  His  surveys  are  made  on  the  Kastern 
branches  of  French  Creek  &  west  of  Sugar  Creek,  (which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  observe  has  been  notioed  in  a  particular  manner  in  my 

22* 
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deaor^tion  of  that  Ooi»trj«)  Hr.  Power  also  Mib  that  Mr.  Hinder- 
son  and  Mr.  Watt,  are  yet  employed  in  Borreying  their  distriota^  and 
that  he  believes  they  hare  proceeded  in  the  same  manner  he  did| 
lespeoting  the  distanoe  of  beginning  from  the  River. 

I  presume  this  information  may  be  nsefol  partioolarly  if  any 
alteration  shooid  be  thought  neeessary  in  the  present  plan|  whioh 
has  induced  me  to  trouble  your  Exoellencj  with  it 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  respeot.  Sir, 
your  Exoellenc/s  most 

obedient  humble  8ervt.» 

WM.  IRYINK.* 
IHreetedy 
^  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 


Pkbs-  DrcKiKSoir  to  Wmt.  Maolat,  1785. 

I  In  Council,  September  8d,  1785. 

Sir, 

Relying  upon  your  Integrity  &  Prudence  we  request  you  to  take 
the  charge  of  delivering  the  goods  to  the  Indian  Chiefs  appointed  at 
the  late  Treaty  for  receiving  them  at  Hoga  on  the  first  Day  of  next 
month.  Colonel  Johnson  now  sends  them  to  vou  with  an  invoice, 
and  we  are  exceedingly  desirous  that  they  may  be  at  l^oga  in  time. 

As  you  were  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  thia  State,  we 
wish  you  to  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  that  will  be  afforded  on 
this  oecaaioD,  of  reading  the  Treaty  to  the  Indians  as  it  is  entered  on 
the  public  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  explaining  the  Bx- 
,  jpressions  relating  to  the  Priviled^e  of  hunting  on  the  Lands  nntill 
they  are  improved,  of  demonstrating  the  absurdity  of  construing 
those  Expressions  so  as  to  overthrow  the  strong  words  of  Conveyanoa 
in  their  Deeds,  and  all  Ideaa  of  Fai^  &  Justice  in  respect  to  a  pur- 
chase for  which  they  have  received  a  valuable  Consideration  declared 
by  them  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  be  fully  satisfactory  and  even 
generous— and  of  removing  the  Impressions  made  upon  their  Minds 
by  false  suggestions  concerning  the  Intentions  of  this  Commonwealth 
&f  the  United  States,  or  respecting  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain^ 
by  which  the  whole  Country,  up  to  the  Lakes  ie^  ceded  to  these 
States. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  Serv't 

JOHN  DICKINSON.t 
Directed, 

To  Wm.  Maclay,  Esquire. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  629. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  Ml. 
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PfiBS.  Dickinson  to  Dblegates  in  Gongrbss,  1785. 

In  Council,  September  7th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

We  inclose  Cppies  of  two  Letters  from  the  War  Office  &  of  o/ofi 
from  us,  respecting  the  proportion  of  officers  &  privates  in  the  federal 
regiment  to  be  furnished  by  this  State  and  of  the  late  act  of  assembly 
on  that  subject 

To  the  Confederation  &  to  that  Law  we  shall  bold  oorfehes  bound 
te  adhere ;  &  therefore  we  desire  that  you  will  immediately  apply  to 
Congress,  &  obtain  their  assent  to  the  arrangem^  adopted,  &  execu- 
ted last  year,  upon  which  Pennsylvania  supplied  1  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant,  3  Captains,  3  Lieutenants,  and  3  Ensigns  of 
Infantry,  and  1  Captain  and  1  Lieutenant  of  Artillery. 
I  am  with  great  Consideration 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed'  ServS 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
IHreeted,  To  The  Honorable  The  Delegates. 


John  Baynton,  C.  T.,  to  Pres*  DiOKnraoH^  1785. 

Warden's  Office,  Sep'  8th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  Collector  of  Tonnage,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Wardens 
of  the  Port,  is  impelled  by  a  Sense  of  Duty  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  &  the  Honble  Council  that  for  the  more  effectual  & 
speedy  Collection  of  the  Duties  of  Tonnage  to  be  levied  on  all  Ships 
&  Vessels  coming  into  or  goins  out  of  this  Port,  he  conceives  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  such  Instructions  should  be  given  to  the 
Naval  Officer  as  will  prevent  all  Clearances  of  Vessels  untill  the 
Demands  for  additional  Tonnage  are  secured.     He  begs  leave  to  ob- 

-  serve,  that  the  Demand  for  additional  Tonnage  arises  from  the  fol- 
lowing Cause. 

That  few  Registers  of  Ships  or  other  Vessels  exactly  specify  their 
Tannage;  indeed,  so  great  has  been  tb^  Deficiency  in  some  Instances, 
l2iat  on  Experiment  it  has  been  found  thai}  the  tnie  Tbffvagie  exceeds 
by  One  Hidf  or  Two  Thirds  what  is  dedared  in  the  Register ;  thus, 
unless  properly  attended  to,  greatly  lessening  the  public  Revenue. 

On  Application  to  the  Naval  Officer  for  his  Support  &  Assistance 

-  In  the  Premises,  he  pleads  Want  of  Authority  from  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  at  the  same  Time  expressing  his  earnest  Desire  that  such 
Directions  iuav  issue  from  your  Honble  Bddy  as  will  be  a  sufficient 
Sanction  for  his  Conduct  in  promoting  the  Collection  of  Revenue 
that  may  be  justly  due  to  the  State.  JN«  BAYNTON.' 
Directed,                                                    Collector  of  Tonnage*  ' 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  &  the  Honble  the  Supreme  Execu 
tive  Council.    ' 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  634. 
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Gbnsus  of  Bedford  Couimr,  1785. 

^  A  Retarn  of  the  Male  white  Inhabitants  between  the  Ages  of 
eighteen  and  fifty  three^  m  the  several  districts  of  the  Connty  of 
Bedford,  as  the  same  is  now  Divided. 

Men. 
Bedford  Township  230 

Colerain  Township,  85 

Cumberland  Valley  Township,  66 

London  Denry  Township,  101 

Providenoe  Township.  103 

585 


Brothers  Valley  Township,  230 

Milford  Township,  109 

Qaemahoning  Township,  93 

Turkey  Foot  Township,  90 

522 


Bethel  Townships  180 

Air  Township,  130 

Dublin  Township,  90 

Sherley  Township,  146 

545 


Barree  Township,  75 

Frankstown  Township,  219 

Hopewell  Township,  113 

Huntingdon  Township.  96 

•504 

GEORGE  WOODS,  L.  B.  C 
Directed^ 

Hk  Bxoellency,  John  Dickinson,  President  of  the  Snpieme  Bx- 
eoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

d  *u^^^t ^  ^  ^^'  scoording  to  the  figores  here,  which  oorrespoad  with 
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Makaobrs  of  Statb  Lottery  to  Pbes.  Dickikson,  17^5. 

May  it  please  the  Coaneil, 

The  Managers  of  the  State  Lottery  beg  leave  to  inform  ^oor 
Honorable  Board  that  they  have  made  the  necessary  preparations, 
and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  the  drawing  of  the  second  Glass  on 
Mondav  nezt^  the  19th  Instant,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of 
Gonncil. 

That  having  found  from  Experience  while  drawing  the  first  Class 
that  a  considerable  number  of  Tickets  were  sold  in  the  intervals  of 
the  drawing,  altho'  manifestly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchasers,  & 
considering  that  by  mixing  Blanks  among  the  Prises,  to  be  drawn 
with  them  a  greater  equality  of  Chance  would  be  kept  up  &  more 
encouragement  given  to  adventurers,  the  Managers  have  made  a  rep- 
resentation thereof  to  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Assembly  which 
is  now  before  a  Committee  but  not  reported  upon. 

That  but  Seven  hundred  &  ninety  Tickets  of  the  Second  class 
have  been  sold  in  the  city  &  the  returns  of  a  great  number  sent 
abroad  are  not  yet  made. 

The  Managers  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  those  Circum- 
stances of  the  Lottery  before  your  Excellency  &  Honors  &  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  your  Consideration  the  propriety  of  delaying  the 
drawing  for  a  few  days  untill  the  determination  of  the  Assembly 
shall  be  known. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Blanks  are  rolled  up  &  ready  to  be  put 
into  the  wheels,  the  drawing  will  not  therefore  be  delayed  for  them. 

M.  HILLEQAS, 
B.  FULLER, 
MATTH.  CLARKSON,* 

Bute  Lottery  Office,  Sept  17th,  1785. 
Direetedf 

The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Gov.  Clikton,  op  N.  Y.,  to  Pres,  Dickikson,  1785. 

New  York,  19th  Sept,  1785. 
Sir, 

A  certain  Francis  Bead  lately  charged  with  having  committed  a 
Roberry  in  this  City  escaped  from  the  Officer  who  had  him  in  Cus- 
tody and  fled  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  whither  he  was  pursued, 
retaken  and  committed  on  the  above  Charge  to  the  Ooal  of  that 
City.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  yonr  Excellency  will- 
(agreeable  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation)  be  pleased  to  direct 

*  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  689.    The  drawing  was  postponed 
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that  the  offender  may  be  delivered  to  the  Officer  wj^  wUl  have  the 
Honor  of  presenting  this  Letter,  and. who  ia  poeseeaed  iviththe 
original  warrant  against  Read,  in  order  that  he  may  be  brought  to 
Jostioe  in  the  State  where  the  offence  waa  Committed. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  he, 
with  the  highest  Bespeol  and  Esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  Servant^ 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 
Dtrtded 

Pablic  Service. 

His  Exoellenc^,  Governor  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 


Tritstkbs  of  thb  Gekbraii  Loan  Office  tolPkks. 
Dickinson,  1T85, 

The  Trostees  of  the  General  Loan  office  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  applies  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the 
Sapreme  Executive  Council  for  such  a  Snm  of  the  new  Paper 
Money  to  emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law  as  you  shall  see  proper  to 
grant  them  at  this  time, 
Philada.  Septr.  26th,  1785. 

GEORGE  SCHOLSSER, 
BOWD.  EVANS, 
ROBERT  SMITH.f 


Report  to  Congress — National  Debt,  1785. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemhled, 
September  27,  1785. 
The  report  of  the  grand  committee  being  amended^  to  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest 
on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt,  and  as  a  provision  to  discharge 
the  balance  of  the  estimate  of  April  twenty-seventh,  one  thonsavi 
seven  hundred  and  eighty>>four^  above  the  sum  called  for  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  or  that  Date,  it  will  be  necessary  that  Tlure^ 
Millions  of  Dollars^  in  addition  to  6:19^880  dollars,  hereafter  pro- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Tol.,  XIV.  p.  640. 
t  See  Ibid.  b4». 
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Tided  for,  be  paid  into  the  common  treasury,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  following  purposes  : 

Dollars. 
Oivil  department,        -        •        -    122,331  00 
Military  department,  -        -    187,224  32 

Purchases  of  Indian  rights  of 

soil,  and  the  Incidental  ex- 

penoes,  5,000  00 

Oontingenoies,  the  ezpences  no- 

der  which  head  shall,  On  tha 

1st    of    Jan.,  annually,  be 

transmitted  by  the  boud  of 

treasury,  to  the  legislature  of 

each  state;        .        .        «  90,000  00 


404,555  32 


FoEEiQN  Debt. 

10,000,000  livres  loaned  in  Hol- 
land and  guaranteed  by  France^ 
one  year's  interest  thereon,  -      74,074  00 

24,000,000   ditto  public   French 

loan,  one  year's  interest  thereon,        222,222.20 

174,000  doll's  Spanish  loan,  one 

year's  interest  thereon,        ^       -        8,700  00 

5,000,000  florins  firet  Dutch  loan, 

one  year's  interest  thereon,       -  96,527.5 

2,000,000  ditto  second  Dutch  loan, 
one  year's  interest  thereon  at  4 
per  cent.  -        -        -        -         30^888  88 

846,710  Uvres  to  the  farmers 
genera]  of  Fn^nee  one  year's  in- 
terest theieon^        ....   7,840  00 


440,252  58 


DOMBSnO  DiBBT. 

Liquidated. 
10,517,38.6    dollar»-H)ne  year's 
iatecesttiiefeon;        ......     631,042.6 

Loan  office  debt. 

3,778^900  00  dollars  issued  to 
the  Ist  Sept.,  1777,  equal  to 
specie — one  year's  interest 
ihereoB, 226,734 
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3,459,200  dollars  issued  be- 
tween Ist  Sept.,  1777,  and 
Ist  March,  1778,  which  sum 
is  subject  to  liquidation,  by 
the  scale,  bat  tne  interest  is 
payable  on  the  nominal  sum, 
—one  year's  interest  theveon,        207,540 

5^146,380.8  dollars  specie  yalue 
of  uncancelled  loan  office  cer- 
tificates issued  after  the  first  of 
March,  1778,  one  year's  inter- 
est thereon,        -        -        -  808,780.6 


743,054.6 


4^823,724  dollars  estimated  am't 
of  certificatefl^Hssued  and  to  be 
issued  to  the  linos  of  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  ^ 

— one  year's  interest  thereon,        -        .        -       289,428.4 

1^141,551.5  dollars,  balance  of 
the  estimate  of  the  27th  of 
April,  1784,  above  the  sum 
called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  that  date,        -        .        -        .         1,141,6515 

'  Total  estimate,        -        -  3,649,880. 

Deducfion,  -        -  649,880. 

Balance  to  be  called  for,  3,000,000. 

Deduct  for  part  of  the  Dutch  loan  applied  towatds  a  discharge  of 
the  last  year's  estimate,  and  which  the  sums  required  from  the  states 
last  year  will  replace ;  and  for  loans  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Duteh  Commissioners,  and  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of 
this  estimate,  649,880  dollars,  and  there  remuns  the  balauoe  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  common  treasury. 

The  committee  find  that,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  27th  of  April,  1784,  there  yet  remains  a  moiety  of  the 
requisition  for  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  whole  of  the  requi- 
sition for  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  before  any  new  requisition  ought  to  be  made— Thej 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  states  be  called  upon  to  make  actual 
payment  of  three  quarters  of  the  remaining  moiety  aforesaid,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  May  aforesaid. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information  how  mm  J 
States  have  complied  with  the  resolution  of  Februarj  17th,  or  ihtt 
of  April  18tb,  1783,  relative  to  a  rule,  for  adjusting  the  quotas  of 
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tbe  Beyeral  sfafes  in  federal  requisitions. — Thej  are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  several  states  which  have  not  decided  on  that  sub- 
jccty  be  again  solicited  to  come  to  a  decision  thereon,  and  to  send 
forward  the  same,  as  a  measare  necessary  to  enable  Congress  to 
effect  a  settlement  of  accoants  with  the  several  states,  and  to  appor- 
tion to  each  a  jast  qaota  of  the  public  expences ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  as  the  public  faith  renders  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  continue 
their  annual  demand  for  money,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
In  the  apportionment  thereof,  the  quotas  of  the  several^states  should 
be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  best  information  which  Congress  may 
^m  time  to  time  have  obtained  on  the  subject  Upon  this  principle 
they  recommend  to  Congress,  that  in  the  present  requisition  for  three 
milHons  of  dol-ars;  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  be  as  follows,  viz. : 

Dollars. 

New-Hampshire, 105,416 

Massachusetts, 448,854 

Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Flantationsi    -     .  -  64,636 

Connecticut, 264,182 

New-York, -        -  256,486 

NewnTersey, 166,716 

Pennsylvania, 410,378 

Delaware, 41,886 

Maryland, 283,034 

Virginia, 512,974 

North-Carolina, 218,012 

South-Carolina,          -        -        -        -        -        -  192,366 

Georgia, 82,060 

3,000,000. 


Which  sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  states 
respectively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  bv  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  sixth  day  of  October,  1779,  and  together  with  the  monies 
relied  on  to  dischage  the  aforesaid  deduction  of  649,880  dollars,  be 
applied  in  conformity  with  the  several  appropriations  in  the  jpre- 
oedinff  part  of  this  report,  giving  preference  according  to  the  order 
in  which  they  are  stated  in  the  estimate. 

As  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  sum  called  for  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  several  legislatures  may  so  model  the  collection  of 
the  sums  called  for,  that  one  third  of  any  sum  being  paid  in  actual 
money,  the  other  two-thirds  may  be  discharged  by  the  interest  due 
upon  loan-office  certificates  and  upon  other  certificates  of  the  liquidated 
debts  of  the  United  States.  And  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  interest 
due  upon  loan  office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof  respectively, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issued, 
and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
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etatea,  to  carry  th«  sane  to  the  loan-office  of  that  state  wherein  Oict 
are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to  any  loan-office  within  the  y"^^ 
States,  and  to  have  the  interest  due  thereon,  seUlod  and  certified  to 
the  last  day  of  the  year  1784.  . 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in 
liny  state,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle,  or  isene  any 
certificate  or  certificates,  for  the  interest  due  on  anv  continental  loan- 
office-certificate  or  other  certificate  of    liquidated  debts  aforesaid, 
onleas  as  hereafter  provided,  until  the  state  for  which  he  is  oonti- 
fiental  loan-officer  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act,  complying  witli 
this  requbition ;  nor  shall  he  issue  any  certificate,  or  take  any  other 
measure  whereby  the  interest  may  be  paid  by  the  state  in  any  mode 
not  pointed  out  by  this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commisaoner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  any  state  that  shall  have  complied  wita 
this  requisition,  issue  any  certificate  or   take  any  other  measure 
whereby  a  discrimination  may  be  made  by  such  state  between  we 
holders  of  loan-office  certificates  issued  from  hia  office,  who  are  tuii- 
zens  of  that  state,  and  foreigners,  or  the  citioeus  of  any  other  state 
that  shall  have  complied  with  this  reauisition  :  Excepting  from  uiu 
proviso,  such  state  or  states,*  as,  by  the  -books  of  the  treasury  sbaU 
appear  to  have  paid  their  full  quota  of  the  requisition  of  the  oOtb 
October,  1781,  for  eight  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  former  tod 
present  apportionment  of  the  same,  so  far  as -to  admit  theeommi^ 
sioncr  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  such  state  or  states,  to  issoe 
certificates  for  interest  in  the  same  manner  as  the  commissioners  m 
the  states  passing  legislative  acts,  as  aforesaid :   Provided  fi:^]h 
that  any  continental  loan-officer  slmll  issue  certificates  for  interest  ts 
aforesaid,  due  on -continental:  loan*offioe  -  certificates  issoed  from  nu 
office  and  belonging  to  foreignerp,  and  also,  to  the  citisens  of  sQcp 
state  aa  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act|  complying  with  this 
requisitioii  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  where  any  state  hath  made  provisioD 
by  law,  for  paying  any  part  of  the  interest  of  the  domestio  debt  w 
the  United  States  contained  in  the  estimate  on  which  thb  requisitioa 
ifl  founded,  the  continental  loan-officer  in  such  state,  shall,  withont 
delay,  ascertain  the  sum  which  shall  have  been  so  paid  pursusn^  ^ 
aoch  law,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  shall  iw« 
report  thereof  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  aiso  to  the  iQgifilatnreof 
such  state,  who  mtj  deduct  from  their  quota  of  this  requisition,  ^ 
be  credit^  in  part  payment  thereof,  the  sum  so  oaid  not  exoee&{ 
two-thirds  of  such  quota,  every  state  being  held  to  pay  in  speoe 
one-third  part  of  the  said  quota,  previously  to  the  admission  of  soct 
credit.  And  if  any  state  shall  have  so  paid  in  discharge  of  interest 
as  aforesaid,  a  sum  exceeding  two-thirds  of  its  quota  of  this  reqai^ 
tion  such  surplus  shall  be  idmitted  as  a  charge  against  the  Unite^ 
States  in  the  settlement  of  the  general  account  of  such  state;  batu 
any  interest  after  the  first  day  of  January,  shall  be  paid  by  any  9^^^ 
contrary  to  the  tme  intent  of  this  requisition,  such  payment  sl^ 
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not  be  admitted  m  a  eliarge  against  the  Uoifed  States.  And  if 
aay  oommissioaer  of  a  eontioenttl  loan-offioe  shall  disobej,  or  neglect 
to  earry  into  ezeoation  any  resolution  or  order  of  OongresSi  or  other- 
wise neglect  his  duty  in  the  said  offioCj  the  board  of  treasury  shall 
sospend  him  from  hiii  office,  and  the  emoluments  thereofi  and  imme* 
diately  report  the  reasons  thereof  to  Ooogrees ;  and  the  board  of 
treasury  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  in  the  room  of  the 
commissioner  of  the  continental  loan>offiee  so  suspended,  a  <»ti»n  of 
the  atate  in  which  the  office  b  kept,  who  shall  haye  all  the  powers 
and  emdaments  of  a  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-offioci 
nntil  Gongeess  shall  finally  determine  respecting  the  suspension. 

And  cTcry  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office,  previously 
to  settKng  and  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due  on 
certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan-office  certificates,  shall 
administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  cerUficate  signed  by 
one  of  the  persons  whom  the  state  in  which  the  commissioner  resides 
shall,  in  the  legislatiTe  act  complying  with  this  requisition  appoint, 
that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every  such 
oertifioate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  partieular  atate  in  which  the  said  commisMoner  resides, 
or  of  a  oidaen  or  mtiaens  of  the  said  state,  <Hr  of  some  corporate  bodjjr 
or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some  person  who  as 
not  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  States;  des^ibing  the  oerti&sate 
or  certificates  aUnded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affiriqa^ioo,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  identify  the  same,  or  as  may  be  pre- 
acribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  atate. 

And  for  proventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  le^pilature  of  each  state  is  required  to  provide  in  the 
act  complying  with  tliis  reqnisitioii  that  if  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  .1787,  the  said  state's  aaota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  thtf  state  treaaurer  pr  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury. in  specie,  which,  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  any  State  which  shall  have  obtained 
a  credit  in  the  books  of  the  treasury  for  the  full  compliance  with  the 
requisition  of  the  4th  September,  1782,  for  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  requisition  of  27th  April,  1784,  for  com- 
pleting the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  requisition  of  30th  October, 
1781,  for  eight  million  dollars,  and  also  with  this  requisition,  shall 
at  asy  time  after  suoh  eomplianoes,  be  admitted  to  pay  into  the  trea- 
aory  of  the  United  Staees  any  sum,  or  same  in  the  saU  oettificatea  to 
be  iasued  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  and  have  cradit  for  the  same,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  the  quota  of  such  state  in  the  next  suoeeeding 
requisition  ;  provided  that  such  sum  or  sums  do  not  exceed  one-half 
the  said  quota. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  cause  to  be  made  a^  bank-paper,  and 
thereon  to  be  struck  the  form  of  certificatei^  to  evidence  the  iatawst 
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due  aa  aforesaid,  and  transmit  to  fclie  several  loan-offioers,  a  aoSi^t 
namber  of  the  same.  That  the  said  board  furnish  the  several  loiii- 
offieers,  with  tneh  eheoks  and  instmotiotts,  as  they,  from  time  to 
time,  shall  jad^  neoessary,  to  prevent  eonnterfeitod  oertificatea  of 
debts  from  obtaining  a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  deteot  ooaate^ 
leit  evidences  of  interest,  and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in 
disoharffe  of  taxes ;  which  certificates  of  interest  being  parted. with 
by  the  holders  of  the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he 
has  received  satisfaction  for  the  same,  and  therefore  shall  be  re- 
ceivable from  the  bearer  in  lien  of  money  in  the  proportion  nforesaid, 
in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  the  State  in  which  they 
were  issned.  That  the  State  receiving  snch  certificates  and  paying 
the  same  into  the  public  treasnry,  with  a  proportion  of  specie  as 
aforesaid,  shall  have  credit  therefor ;  which  payment  ahall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  due  on  the  domestic  debt^  in 
the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the  said  certificates  of 
interest.  And  where  loan-office  eertificatee  issued  after  the  first  day 
of  March,  1778,  frhall  be  presented  to  the  loan-officer,  they  shall  be 
reduced  to  their  specie  value,  conformable  to  the  resolntiona  of  Con- 
gress of  June  28th,  1780,  and  that  specie  value  expressed  on  some 
part  of  the  certificate,  and  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  oertified 
as  in  other  cases. 

As  a  motive  for  the  chearful  payment  of  the  sum  now  called  for, 
as  well  as  of  the  arrearages  on  that  of  April  27,  1784,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  States  be  reminded,  that  Congress 
have  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  weaten 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  will  be 
applied  as  a  nnking  fund  to  extinguish  the  domestic  debt  Fntme 
requisitions  for  interst  on  the  domestic  debt,  will  therefrae  be  re- 
duced in  proportion  as  this  fund  may  be  rendered  productive. 

RbsolveD;  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 


Resolutions  op  Cokgebss— Loan  Opficb,  1785. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  September  80;  1785. 

Resolved,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissionen  of  the 
continental  loan-offices  in  the  respective  states,  to  receive  and  keep 
the  monies  ariring  from  continental  taxes  in  the  difierent  states,  aad 
to  pay  the  interest  due  from  the  United  States  in  the  said  statai 
respectively;  and  that  they  hold  all  monies  collected  within  the 
several  states  on  account  of  the  requisitions  of  Congrass,  anbJBct  only 
to  the  orders  of  Congress,  or  of  the  board  of  treasnry. 

That  they  shall,  agreeable  to  snch  mode  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  comptroller,  make  weekly  returns  to  the  board  of  treasury  of  the 
money  they  may  receive  on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  ahw  of 
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the  oertifioaiea  whkh  tjiej  maj  issue  for  the  payment  of  the  intwest 
CD  the  pablie  debt,  in  paisaanoe  of  the  acts  of  Congress. 

That  they  form  accnrate  estimates  as  often  as  oalled  npon  by  the 
board  of  treasury,  of  the  interest  falling  due  monthly  within  their 
respeotive  states  on  loan  offioe  oertifieates  and  other  liquidated  secu- 
rities of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  keep  aoourate  and  distinct 
rasters  of  the  principal  sums  due  as  well  on  the  liquidated  tA.loan- 
office  debt. 

That  in  all  their  official  transactions,  they  govern  themseWes  by 
the  acts  and  resolves  of  Congress,  or  the  orders  of  the  board  of 
treasury,  not  repugnant  thereto. 

That  they  make  no  appropriation  of  monies  by  them  received  on 
aoooant  of  the  United  States ,  except  for  the  purpose  of  the  payment 
of  interest  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress,  without  the  express 
order  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  they  submit  to  the  comp- 
troller, a  state  of  their  accounts  quarterly,  for  examination  and 
allowance. 

That  the  said  officers  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  be  concerned 
In  trade ;  and  that  previously  to  entering  on  the  duties  of  their 
offioe,  they  shall  sevmlly  enter  into  bonds  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  two  or  more  sureties ;  the  principals  in  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  nor  leas  than  ten  thousand  dollars, 
»nd  one  or  more  sureties  in  a  like  sum,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
directed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  having  regard  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  several  offices. — Further,  they  shall 
aeverally  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States, 
and  also  an  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their  offices  respectively ; 
eertifioates  of  which,  together  with  their  several  bonds,  shall  be  traos- 
znitted  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
recorded  in  the  comptroller's  omce. 

That  they  shall  henceforth  be  respeotively  allowed  for  all  services 
and  duties  which  are  or  may  be  annexed  to  their  offices,  by  any  acts 
or  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fiteen  hundred,  nor  less  than  six  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  rent,  stationery,  and  other  necessary 
oharges,  and  the  wages  of  such  clerks  as  may  be  previously  authorized 
by  the  board'of  treasury,  who  shall  judge  of  the  services  aforesaid. 

That  in  the  payment  of  all  monies,  they  shall  take  printed  duplicate 
receipts,  agreeable  to  such  form  as  shall  be  transmitted  to  them  by 
the  comptroller ;  one  of  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  with  their  accounts,  in  support  of  the  payments  made  by 
them  respectively.  That  they  shall  also  give  duplicate  receipts  far 
adl  monies  received  by  them,  in  order  that  the  several  states  may 
direct  one  of  them  to  be  forwarded  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who, 
upon  the  receipt  thereof,  shall  credit  the  state  for  the  amount  specified 
therein,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  officer  receiving  it. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respecUve  states, 
to  direct  their  treasurers  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury^  a 
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monthly  abstract  of  all  monies  paid  on  aoeonnt  of  tho  soTeial  sUtei 
to  the  commissioDerB  of  the  oontincntal  loan-offioesi  diadngniBhiDc 
the  dates  and  amonnte  of  the  reepeotiTe  payment!,  and  theeumi  paid 
in  actual  money,  from  thoee  m  interest  eertifioatea. 

That  all  the  aets  and  resolves  of  Oongress  reepeoting  the  dutiei  of 
the  commiBsionera  of  the  loan-office  in  the  respeotive  atates,  made 
preTionsly  to  this  date,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared 
to  be  void  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  exoepting  the 
requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  1784,  the  ofdinanoe  of 
the  20th  ol  May,  and  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September,  1785. 

That  all  appointments  of  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan- 
offices  in  future,  shall  be  made  by  the  United  States  in  Oongreaa 
assembled,  any  act  or  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  3 
provided  that  suoh  commissioners  as  are  now  in  office,  where  the 
number  does  not  exceed  one  in  each  state,  be  and  hereby  are  con- 
tinued in  office,  subject  to  the  acts  and  resdutions  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  that  the  resolution  of  the  8d  day  of  October,  1776,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  responsibility  of  the  states  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loatt- 
office,  l^  repealed  and  made  void  from  and  after  the  firat  day  of 


January,  1786. 


CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 


Hon.  David  Jackson  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1785, 

New  Tort,  Oct  8d,  1785. 
Sir, 

1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  t  the  Honble 
Council  three  copies  of  the  requisition  for  the  present  year  which 
passed  in  Congress  a  few  days  ago.  I  dare  say  it  will  soon  come 
officially  thro^  the  Board  of  Treasury,  but  as  it  contains  matters  of 
much  importance.  I  thought  you  would  wish  as  early  an  inspection 
as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  obed.  Servt. 

DAVID  JA0K80N.* 

Indorsed, 

6th  October,  1785.    From   the  Hon.  D.  Jackson,   encloaing 
copies  of  the  Requisition  ordinance  of  Congress. 
pirectedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Bsqr.,  President  of  the  Supreve 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

•      *  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  649. 
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PtiTTNKBT  FLBESoN  TO   CoUNClL,   1785. 

Slay  it  please  joar  Honors. 

Being  anable  to  wait  on  your  Honors  by  reason  of  an  Inflamation 
in  my  Leg.  I  hope  to  be  excused,  in  thus  addressing  you. 

Understanding  that  Mr.  Edward  Shippon*  a  QentTeman  of  superior 
Qaalifioations  is  Elected  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  conceiving  the 
presidency  of  Court  will  be  most  proper  in  him,  &  that  I  may  not 
Bland  in  the  way  of  anything  donducire  to  the  more  Essential 
Senrioe  of  the  public,  beg  leave  to  resign  that  Commission  which 
honours  me  with  the  Presidency  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of 
City  &  county  of  Philada.  &  Orphans  court. 

I  cannot  just  now  lay  my  hands  on  the  Commission  but  when  I 
do  shall  chearfully  return  it. 

I  am  with  the  utmost  Kespect, 

your  Honors  most  humble  Servt. 

PLUNK.  FLEESON. 
October  4th,  1785. 
Direciedj 
-     His  Excellency  the  President,  &  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Pbbs.  Dickiksoh  to  Chief  Justicb  and  othbr  Judobs, 

1786. 

In  Council,  October  8th,  1785.  ^ 
Oentlemen, 

Regarding  the  offices  wehoH,  as  bestowed  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  us  to  contribute  to  the  Happiness  of  the  People  and 
persuaded  that  you  view  those  held  by  you  in  the  same  Light,  we 
do  not  doubt,  but  you  will  cheerefuUy  aflFord  your  Aid,  in  carrying 
into  Execution  any  Measures  that  have  a  tendency  to  promote  so 
desireable  an  End. 

In  going  the  Circuits  you  will  frequently  visit  different  parts  of 
the  State.  While  the  Judicial  Authority  is  employed  in  this  solemn 
Progress  for  the  Punishment  of  Evil  doers,  We  should  be  glad, 
that  besides  the  Terror  of  legal  Penalties,  all  the  Influence  to  be 
derived  from  your  Characters,  and  the  Dignity  of  your  Stations, 
might  be  applied  in  disseminating  the  best  Principles  &  setting  for- 
ward the  most  effectual  Regulations  for  the  prevention  of  offences. 

You  Oentlemen,  well  know  how  vain  are  Laws  without  Manners. 
These  cannot  be  expected,  unless  the  strictest  attention  be  paid  to 
the  Education  of  youth,  and  the  Inculcation  of  a  true  Love  and 
Fear  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Under  other  Forms  of  aovernment,  the  administration  may  be 

*  He  was  appointed.  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV,,  pp,  648,  649.  . 
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well  oondaoted,  if  the  Chief  Magistrates  only  are  good.  Bat,  in 
Republics  where  the  People  themselves  aro  to  govern  thdr  Tirtae 
is  essential  to  their  Prosperity. 

When  the  Individuals  of  a  society  are  impressed  with  a  jost  Re- 
gard for  Industry,  Frugality,  Temperance,  Morality  and  Piety,  and 
of  course  with  a  proper  Contempt  for  Habits  &  Dispositions  opposed 
to  these  Qualities,  they  will  rise  to  that  simple,  manly,  dignified 
Character  that  amidst  the  Changes  in  human  affairs  most  diurectlj 
tends  to  ensure  their  own  Felicity  and  the  Honor  of  their  Goantrj. 
May  infinite  Mercy  grant  this  to  be  the  Choice  and  Condition  of 
Pennsylvanians. 

It  is  our  next  Wish  that  you  would  be  pleased  strongly  to  recom- 
mend in  the  several  Counties,  the  Establishment  of  SchoolSy 
Attendance  at  places  of  public  worship,  Provisions  for  Ministeiaof 
the  Gospel,  and  Observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

There  are  other  Considerations  of  much  Moment,  which,  as  yon 
sentiments  will  undoubtedly  be  received  with  great  Bespect,  Wedeaiw 
also  to  have  enforced.  These  are  the  Improvements  of  agricaltore 
IU)ads  and  Streams,  and  proper  Motives  for  exciting  Attention  to 
every  Thing,  that  by  producing  lo<»d  Benefits  at  first,  may  at  Length 
operate  in  advancing  the  general  Wellfare. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  1 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKIN80K. 
Directedj 

The  Honorable,  The  Chief  Justice,  and  the  other  Judges  of  ^^ 
Supreme  Court 


Resolutions  of  CoNaREss,  1786. 

Tuesday,  October  11, 1785. 
Congress  assembled — Present  as  yesterday. 

On  a  report  from  the  IxNird  of  treasury  to  whom  was  referred  • 
petition  of  Lewis  Nicola  and  Bichard  Loyd,  agents  to  the  invalid 
oorps  and  Hazens  Begiment  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  agents 
of  Armands  corps,  the  Begiment  of  artificers  and  the  corps  of  Sap- 
pers and  Miners. 

Besolved,  That  when  the  agents  appointed  to  issue  Certificates 
for  the  ballance  due  to  the  corps  of  the  late  Continental  army  (o<>^ 
appertaining  to  any  State)  shall  have  finally  adjusted  the  aoeoaots 
of  their  respective  oorps,  with  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts, 
the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  it  is  hereby  authorized  to  ascertain  9!si 
report  to  Congress,  such  compensation  as  from  the  report  of  tk 
said  Commissioner,  they  shall  judge  proportionate  to  the  Setvioe  of 
the  respective  agents. 
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SeaolTody  That  the  oertifioatea  which  remain  undeliyered  by  the 
lespeotive  agents  aboTe  mentioned)  to  the  individnalsto  whom  they 
belong,  be  returned  to  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts,  with 
whom  the  said  agentsv  are  to  settle  the  accounts  of  their  agencyi 
relative  to  the  deliveries  made  to  the  individuals  aforesaid,  and  the 
Commissioner  for  army  accounts  shall  transmit  such  remaining  cer- 
tificates to  the  Supreme  executive  authority  of  the  State  in  which 
the  parties  having  a  right  to  claim  the  same  were  enlisted|  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the 
8d)  of  November  1788;  and  May  27  1785^  in  the  case  of  Begiments 
appertaining  to  the  several  States.  • 


SSCBBTART  ARHSTRONa  TO  SECRETARY  OF  WaR,   1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  the  Resolutions  of  Conn- 
oil  of  the  8th  of  September  &  20th  of  October;  1785,  it  appears  that 
the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  command  the  quota  of 
Troops  .xeqmred  from  this  State  in  forming  the  Regiment  of  federal 
Hilitia,  agreeably  to  an  Ordinance  of  Congress  &  a  Law  of  thia 
Commonwealth. 

Viz.,  Josiah  Harmar,  Esq.,  Lt.  Col.  Commd^ 

Walter  Penny,  '\ 

David  Zeigler,  [  Captains. 

Wm.  McCurdy.  ) 

Ereurins  Beatty,  '\ 

Thomas  Doyle,  V  Lieutenants  of  Infantry. 

John  Armstrong.  j 

Nathaniel  McDowell,  '\ 

Ebenezer  Denny,  V  Ensigns. 

Edward  Spear.  3 

Ferguson,  Captain,  1    -  A,*:ii^«r 
Joseph  Ashton,  Lieutenant.  J  ^*  ArUliery. 

John  McDowell,  Surgeon. 
Richard  Allison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

your  most  Obedient  Humble  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sco'y.* 

Philadelphia,  Secretary's  Office,  20th  October,  1785. 

XHreetedy 

The  Honorable  Major  General  Enox,  Secretary  at  War. 

*  See  C<d.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  650. 
Vol.  X.— 28 
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Sso'y  Abmstrong  to  Hon.  Josbph  Oahdnsr,  1785. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Phfla.,  Oct  21, 1785. 
Sir, 

Your  late  letter  to  Conncil,  accompanied  by  a  Report  of  the  board 
of  Treasury,  was  received  on  the  5th  Instant,  and  referred  to  the 
Comptroller  Oen.  of  Accounts.  He  has  this  morning  rendered  a 
statement  of  charges  against  the  U.  States,  agreeably  [to]  yoar 
wishes,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  much  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa,  Jr.,  Sec'y.* 
Directed, 
Hon;  Joseph  Gardner,  Esq.,  Member  of  Congress. 


Geobge  Mokgan  to  Council,  1785. 

Prospect,  October  23«,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Bearers,  John  &  Thomas  Killbuok,t  haTingreaided  in  New 
Jersey  &  Pennsylvania  during  all  the  late  Indian  War,  as  Hostages 
for  the  Conduct  of  their  Friends,  Congress  have  been  pleased  to 
direct  me  to  return  them  to  their  Parents  on  the  Waters  of  Ohio. 
They  will  have  the  Honour  to  present  this  to  you  on  their  Rout 
through  Philadelphia,  &  to  r^uest  the  favour  of  your  Pass  to  Pitts- 
burgh, for  themselves  &  Mr.  Jonathen  Brooks,  a  prudent  &  capable 
Person,  I  have  hired  as  their  Conductor. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen 

your  most  Ob*  Serv', 

GEO.  MORGAN. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  John  &  Thomas  Killbuck. 


V.  P,  Charles  Biddlb  to  Gov.  ob  Martlaho,  1785. 

PhilaJ.,  Oct.  24,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  memorial  presented  to  this 
board  by  Seek  Keiser,|  in  behalf  of  himself  and  thirty  four  oibciSy 


*  4iee  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  600. 
'  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  662— a  pass  was  granted. 
See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  661,  669. 
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fittiTes  of  Gbina  &  Bengal,  &  part  of  the  orew  of  the  Pallas,  India- 
man,  commanded  by  Captain  John  (yDonnell.  As  the  subject  will 
require  an  enquiry  into  facts  which  from  the  seperation  of  the  par- 
ties &  otheir  oiroomstances  it  is  impossible  for  this  board  to  make> 
we  have  thoaght  proper  to  recommend  it  to  the  notico  of  your  Bk- 
cellenoy,  and  to  request  these  people  may  not  be  permitted  to  carry ' 
\AGk  to  India  with  them*any  well  grounded  objection  against  eithec 
tbe  jastice  or  humanity  of  these  U.  S. 
I  am;  with  great  respect^  Sir 

your  obedient  and  most  humble  seryt., 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,* 
Directed^  Vice  President. 

Qovernor  of  Maryland. 


BoABD  OF  Trbasurt  TO  Pkks.  B.  Fbanklin,  1785, 
(Oirealar.) 

Board  of  Treasury,  Oct.  29th,  1785. 
Sir, 

Congress  hnying  by  their  Resolvi^  of  the  30th  Sept.f  last  directed 
that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Continental  Loan  Offices  in  the  res- ' 
peciive  States  should  e&ter  into  Bonds  with  two  or  moi^  sttreties  for 
tbe  faithful  Exeoution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  We  haye  taken ' 
tbe  Liberty  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  Bonds  and  oath 
of  office  which  are  required  from  the  Loan  officers  in  your  State,  in 
order  thai  they  may  be  Executed  in  your  presence  by  Mr.  Thomas ' 
Smith  (who  is  lippointed  Commissioner)  and  his  Sureties.     We  are  : 
iadaoed  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  judge  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  security  from  a  Consideration  of  the  deep  interest . 
which  the  State  as  WoU  as  the  Uuion  haye  in  the  faithful  Execution 

of  this  office.     Should  Mr. Smith  decline  accepting  you  will 

otUge  xm  in  keeping  the  enclosed  papers  in  your  custody  till  you 
hear  from  this  board. 

We  atO;  Sirs,  your  obed.  Humble  Serv'ts, 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
IHrtcUd,  WALTER  LIVINGSTON. 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Frankliui  Esq.,;]:  President  of  the  State 
of  Pensilyania. 

*  Charles  Biddle  was  elected  Tice  President  on  the  resignation  of  James* 
Jrrine,  Oct  lOth,  1786,  see  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  652-8.  TMs  appears 
to  haTe  been  tbe  last  meeting  at  which  President  Dickinson  was  present  or 
presided.  Beiijainin  Franklin  was  elected  a  ** Councillor"  on  the  17th,  and 
on  the  18th  elected  President  of  it,  and  on  the  29th  formally  electa  Presi* 
^lent  and  Oharles  Biddle,  Vice  President,  and  both  proclaimed  as  such.  Gol. 
Kec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  566,  657,  666.  , 

f  See  page  620.  ' 

X  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected  President  onanimonsly,  Oct.  18,  1786. 
Ool-  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  667. 
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BSSOLUTION  OF  CONGBBSS,  1785. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembledi  Noyember  2, 1783. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasnry,  to  whom  was  referred  t 
letter  of  the  24th  October^  from  J.  Pierce^  oommisaioner  of  tnny 
aeoonnts: 

Eesolyed,  That  all  persons  having  claims  for  services  performed  in 
the  military  department^  be  directed  to  exhibit  the  same  for  liquida- 
tion, to  the  commissioner  of  army  acconnts,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  Angnst  ensuing  the  date  hereof;  and  that  all  claims  under  the 
desoripUon  above  mentioned,  whi(^  may  be  exhibited  after  that 
period,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  preclnded  from  adjostment  or 
allowance;  and  that  the  commissioner  pf  army  acoouDts,  give  pnblio 
notice  of  this  resolvci  in  all  the  states^  for  the  space  of  mx  months. 

CHA  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Gov.  OF  Maryland  to  V.  P.  Bidblb,  1786. 

AnnapoliS;  2d  November^  1785. 
Sir,  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  25th*  of  October  last  enclosing  a  Memorial  of  a  nnmber 
of  Mariners  of  the  Ship  Pallas. 

I  should  be  happy  to  give  the  redress  those  unfortunate  men  seem 
justly  entitled  to,  but  the  executive  of  the  state  are  not  invested  with 
any  judicial  authority  to  administer  justice,  nor  indeed  with  any 
ministerial  powers  to  facilitate  the  means  of  redress.  Our  Courts  oif 
Justice  and  the  Magisterial  Department  are  the  only  Tribunals  which 
our  Government  authorises  to  redress  the  complaints  of  Poreigners 
or  Natives. 

If  the  representation  of  the  Mariners  be  true  actions  will  lie 
against  Capt.  O'Donnell  on  which  they  may  obtain  compleat  justice. 

With  regard  to  the  lad  suggested  *to  be  stole  by  oiie  Hamilton  the 
proper  step  for  immediate  redress  would  be  to  apply  for  a  Habeas 
Corpus  to  one  of  our  Judges  or  Justices,  and  this  I  would  have  done 
on  behalf  of  the  Father  but  neither  your  Letter  nor  the  memorial 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  one  or  the  other.  This  affair  shall  be  im* 
mediately  redressed  when  the  names  of  the  parties  are  communicated. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obed.  h'ble  serv't. 

WM.  PACA. 
JXrected^ 

His  Excellency,  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Vice  Presid't  of  the  SUto 
of  Pennsylvania.  * 

*  See  page  526. 
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SEc'r  OP  Wae  to  Pbbs*  Fbanklin,  1T85. 

War  Offioe^  November  4tli,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honoar  to  inform  your  Ezcellenoy  that  Gongress,  ocm- 
ridering  t^fae  difficulty  of  marching  troops  to  the  frontiers  daring  the 
winter  months,  have  thought  proper  to  suspend  the  further  recruiting 
of  the  men  required  by  the  acts  of  April;  last,  until  the  Ist  of  Maroh^ 
1786. 

The  raising  and  subsisting  the  recruits  within  the  States  until  that 
time  would  have  been  expensive,  without  any  adequate  good  con- 
sequences resulting  from  the  measure. 

I  have  written  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar  and  have  requested 
him  to  convey  this  information  to  his  officers. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  much  respect,  Your  ExceUenc/s 
Most  obedient  Servant| 

H.KNOX. 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esqr.^  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1785. 

Comptroller  General's  Office,  November  6th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  the  Council,  a  State  of  the  Quotas  of  this  Commonwealth 
In  the  Existing  Requisitions  of  Congress,  the  paym^ta  that  have 
been  made  on  account  thereof,  and  the  balance  yet  due  and  to  be 
discharged  by  the  first  of  May,  next. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Sir,  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esqr.,  President  in  Council 
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SxiTB  ov  TfiB  Quota  of  PjiKir0«.vAKU,  1785. 

.State  of  iha  Quota  of  PeniMjlvtnia  in  the  seyend  EzktiBg  Reqni- 
BitioDB  of  CoDgresSy  the  Payments  that  have  been  made  on  aooamtt 
tiiereof|  and  the  bidanee  doe  Not.  6th^  1785. 

Dollars  Dollars 

.      payable  ia  in  Specie. 

Facilities,  &o. 

Qaota  of  the  1,200,000  Dollais,') 
^mlled  for  by  Aot  pf  September,  f- 180,000 
1782.  ) 

Amoont  required,  593,684  557^091 

CONTRA  C'. 

By  the  following  Payments' madcr  on  aoeonnt 
of  the  foregoing  B^uisitkAs,  Y ia.^ 

To  John  Swanwiok,  Receiver  of  ^ 
CQ»ti^»  tocea  fhwa  tfe  4th  Jane,  {aq^  1717011 
1782,  to  the  20th  Septem.,  1784,  p^^^^'^u* 
>ei61,914,  18.  5.,  equal  to  J 

Pud  for  taking  up  and  securing^ 
BritiA  Deserters   agreeable  to  di-  I      o  071 8 
section  of  Congress  <rf  Maroh  1782,  (     ^'^ '  ^ 
£889  3  2,  equal  to  j 

Paid  Pensions  to  wounded  Sol-") 

diers,  agreeable  to  Act  of  Congress  y  4,285  Xg 
of  April  1782,  £1606 18  4,  equal  to  ) 

Ditto,  do-,  £8,866  1  6,  equal  to  10,309^8 

•   Piiid  to  Michael  Hillegas,  Contin'") 
Treasurer,  March  1785,  30,000,  &  V   31,400 
May  1,400,  ) 

Paid  to  Thomas  Smith,  Esq',  Re-") 
.  ceiver  of  Contin»  Taxes,  Oct.  22d,  y        712 »« 
1785.  ) 

480,851«o 
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BwmghtovePr  489,851*0 

Pftid  PoosioQj  to  woanded  Offi*"! 
oers  and  Soldiers  between  let  Jan^  1      g.  /.Qr  4. 
&  22d  Sept.,  1785,  agreeable  to  Act  f     ^'^^^ 
. of  CoBgrees  of  April,  1782,  J 

Ditto,  do-  276'7» 

Ditto  paid  agreeable  to  Aot'of^ 
June,  1785,  to  the  5th  Novem.,  [     2,834 
1785.  S       ' 

490,647" 


^  Interest  paid  upon  debts  of  the  "j 
United  43tatea  by  Thomas  Smith,  I  10^^71  ao 
^agreeable  to  Act  of  Assmebly,  2l8t  f  ^^^1^' ^ 
•March,  1788  (in  Interest  Notes.)     J 

Ditto  paid  to  the  5th  Novem.,") 
,1785,a^eeable  to  Act  of  16  March,  [  248,446»fi 
1785,  (m  paper  Money.)  ) 

Balance  to  be  paid  by  the  1st  May, 
17«B,  178,665"  66,448" 

.     Amonnt  reqaind,  598,684  557,091 


Note. — ^The  arrears  of  Pensions  now  due  and  to  be  paid  before 
the  Ist  May  next,  agreeable  to  Resolution  of  Congress  of  7th  June, 
and  Act  of  Assembly  of  22d  Sept.  last,  will  reduce  the  above  balance 
of  our  quota  due  in  Money,  very  considerably.  And  we  have  already 
the  means  of  discharging  the  greater  part  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
balance  diie  in  facilities. 

JN»  NICHOLSON^ 

Gompt'  General's  Office^  Nov  5th,  1785. 


Resolution  op  General  Assbmblt,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  November  7, 1785,  A.  M. 
A  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezecu* 
tive  Council  respecting  certain  natives  of  India,  now  here,*  which 
was  read  November  5th,  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  seconded  by  Mr.  Atlee,  the 
House  adopted  the  following,  viz — 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a  Iqtter  from  the  President  and  tbe  Sct- 
'preme  Executive  Council,  that  there  is  now  in  this  city  a  number  of 
distressed  persons,  natives  of  China  and  India,  who  from  their  habits 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  669,  574. 


632  PENNSTLTANIA  ABCHITES  1785. 

and  want  of  knowledge  of  oar  langnage  are  incapable  of  acquiring  a 
liTelihood  or  the  means  of  retaming  to  their  native  conntiy,  therefore 
Beflolvedy  that  the  Presideat  or  Vice  President  and  Snpreme  Ez- 
ecntiye  Coancil  be  anthorised  and  requested  to  administer  snch  relief 
and  support  to  the  distressed  persons  aforesaid  as  their  present  situa- 
tion may  require. 

Extract  from  the  Hinutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass'  Clerk. 


Trustbbs  of  General  Loan  Office  to  Council^  1785« 

The  Trustees  of  the  Oeneral  Loan  Office  of  the  Gommcmwealth  of 
Pennsylyanta,  applies  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Su- 
preme Executdye  Coancil,  for  such  a  Sam  of  the  New  Paper  Money 
to  emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law^  as  your  Honors  shall  see  propw 
to  grant  them  at  this  Time. 
Phihula.^  November  7th,  1785. 

GEORGE  SCHLOSSEB. 
G.  ROW*  EVANS. 
ROBERT  SMITH. 


Sec'y  of  Congress  to  Council,  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Nov.  7, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed two  copies  of  the  Continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  29th  September  to  the  close  of  the  session.  One  copy  for 
the  legislatiye  and  the  other  for  the  Ezecutire  branch  of  Govern- 
ment In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  17th  August,  I  enclose  also 
a  stateof  the  representation  in  Congress  from  the  beffinning  of  Oct'  to 
the  first  Monday  in  Nov%*  and  have  to  request  the  favour  of  joor 
Excellency  to  lay  it  before  your  Legislature. 
With  the  greatest  reepect, 
I  have  3ie  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  serv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Dirededp 

His  Excellency,  The  Preadent  of  the  Ex.  Council  of  Pennajl- 
sylvania.  ^ 

♦  Notfonnd, 
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f  "  ^  • 

i   .  Pufl.  OF  OOUSOII.  CO  BOAD  COKMISfllOirBEtf,  1785. 

CbBtiiUMIIy 

Philulelpln^  Nov.  9tb,  1785. 

Uader  the  6MkM«d  hw  A  appointBient  of  ooanoil  yen  or  any  twor 
f£  yon  will  meet  on  ike  Isfc  day  of  December  next  at  BflUer'i  spriag 
in  the  ooaoty  of  Cnmberiand,  &  tbenoo  proceed,  <'to  aarrey  £ 
^*  lay  oni  (\>r  mark)  a  State  highway  in  as  direct  &  atraiffht  a  manner 
*'  as  the  oiroomalanees  of  the  coontry  and  situation  of  the  ground 
**  will  admit,  to  Pittsburg  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland  which 
*^  Highway  shall  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  same  (except  in 
'<  the  town  of  Bedford;  be  of  the  breadth  of  60  feet,''  &  from  time 
to  time  transmit  a  report  of  your  proceedings  with  a  draft  of  your 
road  as  far  as  you  have  carried  it,  to  this  Board,  particularly  noting' 
'Mho' more  rugged  &  least  habitable  parts  of  the  Oountry''  thro' 
which  you  proceed,  by  announcing  the  name  of  the  Township  or 
such  other  distinction,  as  will  best  enable  Council  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  House  in  directing  the  future  labor.  &  expenee  of 
Government  dpon  it. 

In  executing  this  trusf,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  a  Surveyor 
Chain  carrier  &  other  assistants.  Council  relv  upon  your  getting 
these  on  the  best  possible  terms  for  the  State,  ft  that  more  will  not 
be  engaged  than  will  be  necessary  to  the  accuracy  &  dispatch  with 
which  it  is  expected  you  will  perform  this  business. 
Directedf 

James  Smith,  John  Boggs,  &  Francis  Solvers,  Esquires.  Gom- 
missioQiers  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Millersburg  to  Pittsburg. 


Levi  Holungsworth  to  Sec'y  Armstronq,  1785, 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  request  of  Council  communicated  to  me  in 
jcmr  tote  of  yesterday,  I  have  examined  the  state  of  the  East  India 
seamen  now  with  me.  There  are  thirty-one  of  them  in  Philadelphia 
greatest  part  of  them  lodged  in  a  house  of  mine  where  I  placed  them 
from  motives  of  humanity,  and  have  advanced  to  their  necessities  to 
the  anionnt  of  forty  shillings  in  cash  and  provisions.  One  of  them 
being  sick  is  removed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 
,  They  report  themselves  destitute  of  money  and  not  clothed  for  the 
present  and  approaching  season  wanting  shoes,  stockings,  Jackets 
and  Trowsers ;  some  of  them  have  outside  coats  or  Frocks  of  woolen* 
cloth,  but  their  under  cloths  are  only  of  Cotton  and  many  without 
any  other  covering  but  a  Calico  kind  of  frock,  they  have  no  beding 
or  covering  of  that  kind,  nor  wood  to  dress  their  victuals  with,  the 
rooms  they  are  in  at  present  are  inconvenient  to  them  haveing  but 

23* 
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one  fire-place  and  no  outlet  or  yard,  and  of  too  much  yalue  to  me  to 
be  loog  oi^iapiad  by  so  l«rge  a  finaily  and  vlthotit  tbe  proapeet  of  a 
oompensation  equal  to  the  rent  they  were  set  for  at  the  time  I  took 
these  unhappy  people  in.  Sinoel  was  with  Council  on  t^aa  baWf 
I  waited  OD  Oapt.  Tmzton  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  terms  he  would 
eatiy  them  to  India  for^  he  says  Forty  Guioeaa  ^  warn  m  his  lowest 
prioe.  As  Copt  Ghreen  in  Bobert  Moaris's  employ  is  soon  to  ssil  for 
that  Gojaatry,  I  think  it  probable  he  might  bo  piOYailod  upon  to 
take  them  for  a  lower  freight.  Hoping  the  Honourable  O^qmI  will 
tidia  tfaeii  mibappy  sitaation  into  immediate  oonsidevatJon. 
I  am  with  great  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWOBTH.« 
J>ireeiedf 
'  John  ArmstioDgi  Bsquire,  Preoent. 


Election  ov  Delegates  to  Cokgres^  by  General 

AsSSMBLTy  1785. 

State  of  Penusylraniaj  In  Qeneral  Assembly.  Friday.  November  lU 
1785,  A.  M. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congreaa  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  the 
Honorable  Gharled^  Pettit,  John  Bayard,  ArUiur  St  Glair,  William 
Henry  of  Lancaster^  and  James  Wilson,  Esquires,  were  duly  elated. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SflALLUS,t  Ass't  Clerk. 


Election  of  Trbastirer  by  General  Assembly,  1^85. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly,  1785 
Saturday,  November  12, 1786,  A.  M. 
A^eably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  tba 
election  of  a  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  present  year,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  David  Bittenhoase,  Esqoirei 
was  unanimously  Elected, 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Clerk. 

*  See  GoL  Reo.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  574. 
t  fl««  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  677. 
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7o  t)ie  Pcp^nbla  jtbe  SoproQ^e  EzeoatiYe  Coanoil  of  the  Com- 
monwealth oif  PeDDsjlvania. 

Thoee  repaurs  o{  th«  State  bofisey  th^i  ax^  alreadj  doue  with  tb« 
peparatiooA  for  fiaishii^g  oth^r  parts  of  the  work  amoant  ta  mac 
Twelve  bimdred  pouuda.  In  th^ae  acooDots  are  inoluded  th^  Coat  of  tte 
Boceen,  Yenetiaa  BUnds,  fiod  amkdry  other  work  done  in  the  CoovoU 
Chamber;  alao  the  alteratioDB  aiod  improvemeQta  in  the  0£$ce  of  tfai 
Cp|nj»Aroll^r  Geo^i^  and  Master  of  the  RolUi  which  are  not^it^ql^^ 
in  the  Estimates  (amounting  to  £1250)  reported  to  the  Hpub)f)i, 
House  of  Asseibbly. 

The  money  I  have  received  by  order  of  your  Qonble.  Board  on 
aect.  for  repairing  the  State  house  is  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds.  Therefore  request  of  the  Honble  Council,  that  they  will 
order  me  the  additional  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  to  pay  tb4 
debts  already  contracted  and  make  such  repairs  as  remain  uaflnisked. 
and  oblige, 

your  hble.  Benrant, 

JAMES  PEARSON* 
Indonedf 

Philada.  November  12th;  1785. 


Sfo'T  OF  OoKGRBSs  TO  Phes.  Fkamklix,  1786. 

I 

Office  of  Sec'y  of  Congress,  Nov.  i4tb,  1785,    ■ 
Sir, 

It  appearing  necessary  that  a  period  should  be  fixed  to  the  finai> 
adjustment  of  all  claims  against  the  United  States  for  service  per^ 
formed  by  the  Army  and  tbat  from  the  nature  of  such  claims  they^ 
cannot  be  so  properly  investigated  by  any  other  officer  as  by  tho 
present  Oommiasioner,  who  has  nearly  cl(»cd  the  lineal  settlement,' 
The  United  Sutes  in  Congress  assembled  on  the  2d  Instamt  have, 
been  pleased  to  pass  the  inclosed  resolution  limiting  the  time  for; 
exhibiting  such  claims,  to  the  first  of  August  next,  and  have  directedi 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  accounts  to  give  public  notice  thereof 
in  all  the  States  for  the  space  of  six  months. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellcney's  most  obedient,  ' 

i  most  Humbl.  Bervt. 

CHA.  THOMSON.     ' 
Direeted, 

His  Exoellency/.The  Preddcot  of  PeBU^Ivania. 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  580. 
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John  Piebca  to  Prss.  Feanklih,  1785. 

N«w  Tork,  NoTember  ISdi,  1785 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  boiior  io  endote  yon  a  reaolotion  of  Ooiigntf 
direeting  me  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  ezeoative  of 
eftoh  State  snch  Oertifioates  as  shall  remain  Tmissned  belongiog  to 
the  Corps  not  appertaiDing  to  any  Line  and  as  several  of  the  igents 
of  these  Corps  have  made  a  tettlement  with  me  and  deposited  Co^ 
tificates  belonging  to  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  PeDnsjlfanwi  I 
am  to  request  that  some  person  may  be  empowered  to  reoei?e  the 
same  from  my  hands. 

I  am,  with  great  respeot, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servi 

JNO-  PIERCE,  P.  M.  Q.* 
DireeUi, 
His  Exoellency,  Benjamin  FrankliO|  Esquire. 


Land  Office  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1785. 

His  Exoellenoy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  in  CouncQ. 
Sir, 

The  instructions  which  we  have  heretofore  received  from  Conneil 
respecting  the  Sale  of  the  Depreciation  Lands,  are  silent  with  reg;tfd 
to  the  most  eligible  mode  to  be  adopted — we  therefore  beg  leate  to 
submit  to  Council  whether  we  should  sell  these  Lands  by  the  acie 
or  by  the  Tract;  in  all  probability  the  Commonwealth  wou'd  derive 
advantages  from  selling  them  by  the  acre,  this  however  we  submit  to 
your  direction. 

The  City  Auctioneer  has  suggested  to  ua,  that  it  appears  to  him 
his  provinoe  to  sell  tbese^Lands,  agreeably  to  the  laws  under  whieh 
he  aotSi  whether  this  shall  be  the  case  or  we  must  employ  Cryeis 
and  other  necessary  persons  to  negociate  this  business  we  also  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  your  Hon'ble  Body — ^In  case  we  shou'd  be 
authorized  to  employ  proper  persons,  'tis  likely  the  ezpenoes  incurred 
will  not  be  less  than  if  conducted  thro'  the  channel  of  Uie  auotionett. 

With  re^rd  to  the  mode  of  compleating  the  purchasers  intles, 
the  Law  is  likewise  silent,  we  therefore  submit  to  the  oonsidention 
of  Council  whether  it  wou'd  be  proper  to  issue  a  warrant  direotiog 
a  return  of  Survey  to  be  made  of  each  particular  Tract  previous  to 
the  granting  of  a  Patent. 

We  shall  be  extremely  happy  either  to  receive  the  instmotiont  <^ 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  682. 
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your  Ezcellenoj  and  Connolly  or  confer  with  a  few  members  of  jour 
Hon'ble  Body  npon  these  points. 

We  have  the  honor  fto  , 

DAVID  KENNEDY, 
FRAS.  JOHNSTON. 
Philad'a,  15th  Nov,  1785. 

Directed, 
His  Ezoellenoy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq',  in  Conncil,    Present. 


Sbo'y  AiiMSi&ONa  TO  Lakd  Officb,  1785. 

Seoietar/8  Offieo,  18th  Nor.,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  the  16Ui  Instant  I  am  dvected  to  in* 
ibrm  you  Ist,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Oonnoil  that  the  depreeiatioo 
land  should  be  sold  by  the  acre.  2d,  that  the  City  Anetioneer  be 
employed  to  sell  them.  &  3d,  that  no  warrant  directing  a  Ketum  of 
Survey  should  issne. 

I  am  with  much  regard,  Qeni.j 

your  ob.  &  Yefy  h'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  ARMSTJRONO. 


Sbc*t  op  CoNaRBSs  TO  Prbs.  op  Council,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

November  18th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  nothwithstanding  it 
seems  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Confederation  that  all  the  States 
should  punctually  assemble  in  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  there  are  yet  but  five  states  represented  namely,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Tork,  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  South  Carolina, 
and  one  member  attending  from  Georgia. 

The  late  packets  from  Europe  have,  I  understand,  brought  dis- 
patches which  demand  the  immediate  and  attentive  consideration  of 
Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a 
letter  #hich  I  have  just  received  from  the  Secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  and  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  urge  the  delegates  for  your 
state  to  come  forward  as  speedily  as  posmble. 
With  the  greatest  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

and  most  humble  serv't. 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Ezoellency  the  President  of  Pensylvania. 


m  P«fN8)fiYAMIA  ATteniYm  1786, 

"Sec'y  op  FoRBiau  Affairs  to  Pbbs^  of  Couhcil^  1785, 

Copy. 
Office  for  foreign  affairs, 

18th  Kov'r,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  aeason  when  the  Legislatures  usually  meet  to  do  buanesa  ifl 
at  hand.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Congress  will  find  it  expedient 
to  call  their  attention  to  certain  objects  of  general  conoerDyind 
particularly  to  some  which  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  affiuts 
present.  .The  late  advieos  I  have  leoeiTed  ficom  Europe  demand  the 
attentive  consideration  of  Congress,  and  in  my  opinion  will  gi^e 
occatton  to  recommendatioos  to  the  States,  and  other  measares 
which  should  not  be  delayed.  Considering  the  time  unavoidiUy 
eonsmned  by  deliberatiye  bodies  in  maturing  their  acts,  it  is  ta  be 
regretted  that  a  sufficient  number  of  States  to  prooeed  to  eterjldid 
of  basbeas  within  the  powers  of  Congress  are  not  now  vepressnted. 
OommnnicstionB  to  the  States  &r  the  purpose  of  aoceleratiDK  their 
representation  in  Congress  fall  more  properly  within  your  depiit* 
ment  than  mine.  I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  Uiese 
hints,  that  your  letters  to'tbe  States  on  that  subject  may  impres 
them  more  strongly  with  the  necessity  of  their  proyiding  for  their 
being  speedily,  fully,  and  constantly  represented  in  Congress. 

I  am  &c., 

(signed,).      JOHN  JAY. 


Resolution  of  Gekbrai.  Asbbmbly,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Qeneral  Assembly,  Friday,  November  18, 

1785,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  read  yesterday,  respecting  the  Inhti 
Navigation  of  this  State,  was  read  the  second  time  and  adopted  as 
follows,  viz : 
The  committee  upon  the  Inland  Navigation  report : 

That  in  their  opinion  a  revision  of  any  of  the  Acts  for  Imptoving 
the  navigation  of  the  ri?er  Susquehanna  as  a  measure  to  infloeDee 
the  concurrence  of  the  State  of  Maryland  with  the  States  of  Delt- 
ware  and  Pennsylvania,  in  opening  a  navigable  oomma^icatioa 
between  the  two  bays  of  Cbesapeak  and  Delaware  will  be  prematme 
until  that  State  shall  discover  itself  indisposed  thereto,  which  as  ^ 
as  they  stand  informed  will  not  probably  be  the  case,  the  committee 
rather  propose  that  a  negociation  be  entered  into  with  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal  advantages 
to  be  derived,  to  all  the  States  concerned,  from  a  communication 
between  the  said  two  Bays  as  well  as  from  an  effectual  improvemeot 
of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna  and  its  stresms. 
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The  Goiokiiitiad,  in  Miigeq«eiioe  submit  the  following  resohtion  : 

Bewlved,  That  theSnpreme  Executive  Council  be  authoriaed  and 
requested,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  requested  to  eqi$t 
into  a  negociation  with  the  States  of  Maryland  and  JOdAwaM  upon 
the  ground  and  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

Extract  from  the  minuteBi 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Aaat.  Clerk.    < 


Sbc't  AK^fSTRONa  TO  John  Pierce,  1786. 

Secretary's  office, 

PhUadelphia,  Nov.  23, 1785. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant*  enclosing  two  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  October  last,  has  been  received.  Mr.  Johu 
Nicholson,  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  accounts  of  this  Com«» 
monwealth  is  appointed  to  receive  the  certificates  belonging  to  In« 
habitants  of  this  State;  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  deliver 
them  to  him,  or  such  person  as  he  may  appoint  to  receive  them. 

1  am,  Sir,  yours,  &o., 
DirectX,  g  J.  ARMSTRONG,  jr. 

John  Pierce,  Eeq. 


Sbo'y  ov  Congbkss  to  Prbs.  07  Council,  1786. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Nov.  23d' 1785.    * 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  seven  States 
this  day  assembled  in  Congress,  and  have  unanimously  elected  his 
Bxcellency,  John  Hancock,  President. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 
most  hble.  Servt., 

CHA.  THOMSON.f  - 
I}ireciedf 

Bia  Excelleiioy,  tlie  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See]»ftge  686. 

t  See  Ool.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  6^7. 
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:  Prbs.  Fbahklzn  to  Gov.  ov  Mabxlanis  178£« 

In  Council,  25th  Norember,  1785. 
8iri 

•  I  biiT6  the  honor  to  inform  jour  Excellency  that  the  Legislatore 
of  this  Commonwealth  has  in  its  present  session  discovered  every 
disposition  to  adhere  to  the  same  generous  policy,  which  in  March 
last,  dictated  the  Law  entitled  ''  An  Act  to  execute  the  Act  of 
^<  Assembly,  declaring  the  river  Susquehanna  and  other  streams 
**  therein,  named  public  highways,  and  for  improving  the  navigation 
<'  of  the  same,  within  the  limits  of  this  State/' 

Commissioners  under  this  law  have  been  appointed  and  though 
the  work  be  not  actually  entered  upon,  yet  no  other  causes  of  delay 
now  present  themselves  excepting  such  as  arise  from  a  disposition 
in  Pennsylvania  to  promote  the  purposes  by  extending  the  utility  of 
eveiy  practicable  scheme  of  inland  navigation.  It  is  under  this  in- 
fluence that  the  General  Assembly  has  authorized  us  to  enter  into  a 
iiegociation  with  the  State,  over  which  your  Excellency  pre^des, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  ^*  a  navigable  communication  between  the 
''Bays  of  Chesepeak  and  Delaware,  and  for  an  effectual  improve- 
'<  m^nt  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  and  its  streams.^' 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  this  proposition  as  far  as  it 
applies  to  Maryland  &  Pennsylvania  is  made  to  rest  in  all  ita 
parts  upon  the  fair  and  equal  ground  of  reciprocal  advantage.  Of 
the  three  States  concem'd  that  of  Delaware  will  perhaps  derive  the 
most  immediate  advantage  from  the  first  part  of  the  plan  ;  but  we 
cannot  but  flatter  ourselves  y'  your  Legislature  like  ours,  will 
see  that  in  promoting  die  immediate^  interest  of  an  intervening 
State,  she  does  not  ultimately  forego  her  own. 

Tour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  bring  this  subject  before  yonr 
Gen.  Assembly  as  early  as  possible,  and  in  such  manner,  as  will  be 
most  likely  to  recommend  it  to  their  serious  attention. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost 
respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  hble.  Servt., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.* 
Directedf 

Hb  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Maryland. 


Prbs.  Frakklin  to  vhjb  Governor  of  Delaware,  1785. 

To  the  Governor  of  Delaware. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  nnder  a  late  aei 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  we  are  authorised  to  enter 
«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  685. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1785.  641 

into  a  negociation  with  the  States  of  Delaware  toki  Maryknd,  for  the 
purpose  of  <*  opening  a  navigable  commanieation  between  the  Bajs 
*<  of  Chesepeak  &  Delaware/'  and  for  <'  effeotnally  improving  the 
''  navigation  of  the  river  Sosqnehanna  and  its  streams.'^ 

The  State  over  which  yonr  Ezcellencj  presides  is  so  immediatelv 
interested  in  this  measure,  that  we  cannot  but  hope  that  this  proposi- 
tion will  meet  yonr  most  ready  and  warm  approbation  &  support,  & 
from  the  wise  &  liberal  policy  which  y*  State  of  Maryland  has  lately 
discovered  on  a  similar  occasion,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  she  will  not  be  backward  in  adopting  a  measure  so  directly  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interest  of  all  the  States  concerned  in  it. 

The  ground  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  this  negociation 
is  that  of  equal  and  Reciprocal  advantages.  Assured  as  we  are  that  it 
is  the  only  permanent  basis  of  political  Contract.  Your  Et'y 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  proposition  before  your  Legislature  as 
early  as  possible,  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  likely  to 
procure  a  favourable  reception. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  regard, 
your  Ezcellenc/s  most 

obedient  humble  Servt, 
Jndoned,  CHARLES  RIDDLE.* 

Nov.  26, 1785. 


CoHHissiONBRS  09  Lands  TO  Pbbb.  Franelin^  1785. 

Philadelphia,  November  26th,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  Instructions  of  Council  of  the  12th  Septembe? 
last,  and  the  11th  instant  we  have  proceeded  to  the  sale  of  the 
Hundred  Lois  contained  in  Daniel  Leets  District,  and  also  the  48 
Lota  remaining  to  be  sold  in  said  District.  The  quantity  of  Land 
■old  amounts  to  88,202  Acres,  and  the  am*  of  Cash  to  be  received 
J&18,985  14 — which  makes  the  average  price  a  little  bet&r  tham 
8  5^  Acre. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  Humble  Serv'ts, 
JNO.  LUKENS,  S.  G. 
DAVID  KENEDY,  S'y  L'd  Off. 
FRA'S  JOHNSTON,  R.  G. 
Direeiedf 

To  his   Excellency  Benjamin   Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  in 
Coundl,  Present. 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  686. 
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€h)V.  Smallwood  oif  Maryland,  to  Pebs.  FeankliNi 

1785. 

Annapolis^  27th  Novem^,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  do  mjself  tlie  Honor  to  transmit  to  jour  Excellency  certain 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,'*'  the  thirds  fourth,  fifth 
and  sixth  of  which  seem  to  point  out  the  Object  to  which  they  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  your  state,  that  Commis- 
sioners may  be  nominated  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  sixth 
Resolution. 
I  h^Yc  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Consideration 

and  respeat,  your  Bxcellenoy's 

mo.  Obed't  humble  Sery% 

W.  SMALLWOOD.f 
To  His  Exqellanoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rksolution  of  Assembly— State  House,  1786, 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday,  November  29th,  1785.  A.  M. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  zecommitted  November  25,  the  re- 
^ti  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  State  Hoobo  and 
-report  the  necessary  repairsj  made  report  which  was  read,  and  oa 
snotion,  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  aeoo&d  tixn^ 
urberevpon, 

'    Besojved,  that  the  Supreme  Ezeaotive  Council  be  reqoeflled  to 
i9ider^e  following  repairs,  (vis.) 

1st.  That  part  of  the  State  house  roof  between  the  Steeple  and 
the  turret  of  the  clock  bell  to  be  covered  with  Copper. 

2d.  To  new  shingle  three  courses  on  both  sides  of  the  ridge  of 
the  roof,  and  repair  several  places  that  are  decayed,  and  if  they 
think  proper  to  order  the  painting  the  uper  pitches  with  clarified 
turpentine  and  Spanish  brown,  and  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  for  the  payment  of  such  repairs. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass*  Clerk. 

*  Not  found. 

t  ^•l.  Rec.,  XIV,  p.  589. 
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Sbc'y  op  Congbbss  to  Pres.  of  Council,  1785. 

^  Office  of  Seo'j  of  Congress. 
Sir, 

Althongh  I  baye  regularly  forwarded  two  oopies  of  the  Journal 
as.prilited,  one  for  tha  legialative^and  another  for  the  Execative 
branch  of  Government,  yet  least  some  of  the  sheets  may  have  been 
mislaidy  and  thereby  the  Yolumes  rendered  incomplete,  I  now 
forward  to  yonr  Excellency  two  complete  copies  of  the  Journal  of 
last  year  bonnd,  one  of  which  .you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  the 
Legislature,  reserving  the  other  for  the  use  of 'the  Executive. 

On  the  28th,  July  last;*  I  had  the  honor  of  tnansmittiBg  a  copy 
of  the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  27th,  by  which  I  am  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  for  13  copies  of  the 
Legisitttive  acts  there<^  since  the  1st  of  Sept,  1781,  and  to  adopt  a 
similar  mode  for  procuring  the  acts  which  may  thereafter  .be 
passed  as  aforesaid.  The  purposes  for  which  these  copies  are  de- 
sired and  the  end  to  be  answered  are  fully  explained  in  the  reso- 
lution. 

^  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  I  have  received  13  copies  of 
sundry  acts  from  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina, 
one  of  which  I  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  your  State  for  the  use  of 
the  Legislature  thereof,  and  I  a^  informed  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  that  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  that 
State  had  sent  a  copy  of  its  acts  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  attention  to  this  matt^. 
with  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedent, 

and  most  Humble.  Servt. 

OHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellincy,  The  President  of  Pennsylvama. 


Pbes.  Fkanklin  to  GpY.  Smallwood  of  Maeyland,  1785. 

In  Councfl/Philadelphia,  1st  December,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  27th  of  Novemberf  with  its  enclosures,  &  to  assure  yon 

«  See  page,  448. 

t  8ef  page  641,  also  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.  p.,  689. 
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that  the  sabject  of  them  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  theLeipda- 
tare  for  their  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  homble  Ser?t 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Pns. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Smallwood. 


Sbcrbtart  09  CoNGRBSs  TO  Pbbs.  Fbanklin,  1785. 

(Circnlar.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress;  December,  8d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  Congress  passed  yesterday,  recognizing  John  Temple 
Esqnire,  as  Consul  General  of  His  BrittannioMigesty  thronghont  the 
United  States. 

with  great  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exoellenc/s  most  obedient, 
&  most  ham.  seryt. 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Dtreetedy 

His  Excellency  The  President,  of  PennsylTania. 


BfisoLtJTioKS  OP  CoNQRBSS. — CoKSVL  Gbk*l  OF  6.  B.,  1785. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

December  2d,  1785, 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Forei^p 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  24th  November,  to  His 
Excellency  the  President,  with  Mr.  J.  Temple's  Commission  haTing 
reported 

<<  That  John  Temple,  Esqnire,  has  presented  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  a  Commission  in  dne  form,  bearing  date  the 
fifth  day  of  Febmary,  last,  from  His  Britannic  Majesty,  constitnting 
and  appointing  him  the  Cosnnl  G-eneral  of  his  said  Majesty  in  these 
States.  That  there  is  as  yet  no  Commercial  Treaty  oroonTendon  aab* 
slating  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  whereby 
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dtber  brre  a  perfeet  ri^i  to  esteblish  GiMUiib  in  the  domioions  of 
tlie  other,  bat  that  amicable  negooiations  for  that  and  other  reoii>> 
rooal  priTUegee  are  now  depenc^n^.  That  although  the  issne  of 
those  negooiations  is,  as  yet,  nnoertain,  it  will  neyertheless  be  proper 
for  the  United  States  on  this  and  every  other  occasion  to  obeerve  as 
great  a  degree  of  liberality  as  may  consist  with  a  due  regard  to  their 
National  Honor  and  Welfare/'  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  said  John  Temjfle,  Esqnire,  be  and  he  hereby 
is  received  and  recognised,  as  Consnl  Oeneral  of  His  Britanio 
Majesty  thronehout  the  United  States,  and  that  his  Commission  be 
registered  in  the  Secretary's  Office, 

Itesolved,.  That  all  the  privileges  preeminences  &  authority  which 
the  Laws  of  Nations  and  of  the  Land  give  to  a  Consul  General  received 
by  the  United  States  from  any  nation  with  whom  they  have  no 
Commercial  Treaty  or  Convention  are  due  to  the  said  John  Temple 
and  shall  be  enjoyed  by  him. 

Ordered  That  certified  copies  of  the  above  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  different  States  for  their  infor- 
mation. 

CHA.  THOMSON. 


Trtjstbes  of  Gskbral  Loan  Office  to  Pass.  Council. 

1785. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Oeneral  Loan  Office  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  applies  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  for  such  a  sum  of  the  new  Paper  Money  to 
emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law  as  your  Honors  shall  see  proper  to 
grant  them  at  this  time. 

Phikdelphia,  December  6th,  1785. 

GEORGE  SCHLOSSER, 
ROW-  EVANS, 
ROBERT  SMITH. 
N.B.  £35,000  is  already  emitted  on  Loan. 


Commissioners  of  Land  office  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1785. 

Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  Instructions  of  your  Honble  Board  we  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  sale  of  Nathaniel  Braden's  District  which  contained 
81^888  acres,  the  amount  of  Sales  whereof  is  £4042  17  3,  the 
average  price  of  which  is  about  2«  6}<2  ^  acre,  so  that,  when  the 
amount  of  Sales  of  this  Distriot  is  added  to  that  of  Leet's  the  whole 
will  average  only  5<  6d,  ^  acre,  being  a  less  sum  than  is  now 
received  in  the  Land  office  for  Lands  in  the  new  purchase. 

PerhapS;  your  Honors  will  esteem  it  eligible  to  postpone  the 
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finrdnr  sale  of  ibew  Luicb  till  towards' tM  begiookig  of  ike  nexl 
Beanon  of  the  Astfomblyi  and  then  to  begin  with  a  Distriot  above 
Fort  Pitt  either  Cunningham's  or  Elders,  being  both  veij  good 
Bistriots. 
Dee'  6%  1785. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excell^^  Humble  Serv*". 
JNO.  LUKENS,  8.  G. 
DAVID  KENNEDY,  S'  L-  Off. 
ERAS.  JOHNSTON. 

Direciedf 

His  Ezoellenej,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'. 


Levi  Hollingsworth  to  Pres.  and  Council,  1786. 

To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esqaire,  and  the  Supreme 
Ezecutiye  Council  of  Pennsjlvania. 

Qentlemen, 

From  the  oontinued  application  of  the  East  India  seamen  for 
every  necessary  of  life,  which  I  have  so  far  administered  to  them 
much  to  the  inconvenieDco  of  my  priTate  business,  I  am  obliged  to 
pray  the  Honourable  Oouncil  to  appoint  some  person  to  the  Guardian- 
ship or  care  of  them,  as  well  to  provide  Houses  or  rooms,  as  to 
supply  them  with  their  further  wants,  the  house  they  now  oocupy  of 
mine  being  too  small  for  the  aecommodaUon  of  so  many  persons 
haying  but  one  fire-plaoe,  and  also  too  valuable  to  me  to  be  occupied 
without  a  gratuity,  and  from  the  situation  by  no  means  suited  for 
the  purpose  of  barracks  to  persons,  unacquainted  with  wood-fires  and 
the  risk  resulting  from  inattention  to  them,  which  is  the  case  of  these 
people.  I  am  therefore  to  hope  and  beg  the  Honourable  Council 
either  to  have  them  Lodged  in  the  Pnblick  alms-house  or  Elsewhere, 
or  to  Clothe. me  with  authority  to  remove  them  back  to  New  Castle 
county,  where  they  unfortunately  came  on  board  a  vessell  of  mine 
which  brought  them  to  Philadelphia  thro'  motives  of  Chanty. 
They,  poor  creatures,  are  now  in  great  want  of  other  rooms  to  shelter 
them,  which  is  not  in  my  power  to  provide,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
the  overseers  of  the  Poor  might  provide  for  them  at  less  expenoe  and 
they  be  better  accomodated  under  their  patronage,  than  that  of  mine. 
In  conformity  to  the  directions  of  your  board  I  have  cloathed  them 
with  new  westcoats,  outside  coats,  trowsers,  shoes  and  stockings  & 
provided  them  with  Beef,  Flour  &  Firewood.  And  tho'  my  own 
feelings  are  much  affeoted  by  their  situation,  yet  my  private  busineea 
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is  too  eztensiye  to  devote  that  time  to  them  that  their  necertiiie^ 
fequire. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

Toar  most  obedient  & 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWORTH. 
Phflad*,  December  10th,  1785. 
Directed, 
His  EzcellentQj,  Benjaitin  Franklin,  Esquire,  Present 


Bbceiyer  Gen'l  of  Land  Office  to  Pres.  Frakelin, 

1785. 

Sir, 

The  time  being  now  elapsed  which  was  specified  in  the  Instruct- 
ions of  Council  for  payment  of  the  purchase  money  and  fecfa  which 
have  accrued  on  the  lands  sold  in  Daniel  Leets  District,  and  sundry 
purchasers  not  having  complied  with  the  terms  thereiB  mentioned,  I 
beg  leave  therefore  to  submit  to  Council  the  steps  neoessary  to  be 
pursued  on  this  occasion. 

Indeed,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the  purchasers  do 
not  mean  to  comply  at  all,  with  the  terms  of  sale,  if  so,  perhaps  it 
would  not  be  amiss  for  your  Hon'ble  Body  to  use  compulsory  mea- 
sures; as  any  future  Sale  (if  purchasers  should  be  indulged  in^ 
relinquishing  their  purchases)  wou'd  be  productive  of  Ezpencc  alone 
without  any  emolument  to  the  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's 

meet  Obed't  Serv't, 

FRAN'S  JOHNSTON,  B.  0. 
Deo.  12(h,  1785. 

Directed, 
To  His  Eieellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r. 


James  Pearson— State  House,  1785. 

To  the  honorable  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  considered  your  advertisement  in  the  Pennsylvania  packet 
and  revised  the  estimate  laid  before  the  Committee  of  the  Hon'ble 
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AjBBemhljf  do  now  offer  to  p^onn  aU  the  repain  mentioned  in  th« 
said  adyertisments  for  Eighty  three  ponnds,  and  am  assured  n# 
person  can  afford  to  do  said  work  for  a  less  price  or  more  ezpediti- 
onslji  especially  as  I  have  the  shingles  ready  for  the  very  purpose, 
(having  procured  and  drest  them  a  considerahle  time  since  by  the 
advice  of  some  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  the  late  Assembly, 
and  a  part  of  the  old  roof  cleared  off  (by  mistake)  ready  to  go  to 
work. 

I  am  with  respect. 

Gentlemen,  y  h'ble  Serv*, 

JAMBS  PSABSON. 
Philad'a,  Decem'  12th,  1785. 
Directed^ 
To  The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylv 


Levi  Hollinqsworth  to  Pbbsxdbut  akd  Council,  1785. 

To  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

In  conformity  to  your  directions,  I  have  supplied  the  Lalbars  and 
Chinese  with  the  Sundry  articles  necessary  to  their  subsistance, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  <£  as  ^  Bill  and  shop  notes  inclosed 
which  I  must  beg  the  Counoil  to  grant  an  order  for  the  payment  of. 
I  left  the  House-rent  to  the  discretion  of  Council,  the  sum  I  had  let 
it  for  at  the  time  they  were  put  in,  was  Thirty  pounds  ^  annum. 
I  am  also  to  observe  that  their  great  consumption  of  provisions 
must  arise  from  want  of  oeconomy,  they  having  consumed  near  two 
pounds  "^  day.  The  Lascars  being  removed  to  the  Alliance  Frigate, 
a  distance  from  my  business,  it  will  no  longer  be  convenient  to  me 
to  provide  for  them,  at  the  same  time,  must  beg  to  suggest  to  Gottn- 
oil  the  necessity  of  some  person  having  a  care  to  their  future  man- 
agement. 

Mr.  Bundle  (a  gentleman  going  to  India  from  New  York)  giying 
me  assurance  that  he  would  in  a  few  days  take  the  three  Chinees  with 
him»  I  have  permitted  them  to  remain  with  me,  they  having  latterly 
differed  with  the  Lascars,  and  their  quarrels  ariseing  to  considerable 
heights,  I  thought  it  best  to  seperate  them. 
I  am  with  great  regard 

the  Councils  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWORTH. 
.  Philadelphia,  December  26th,  1785. 


[The  foUowing  papers  have  been  diaoovered  since  those  in  the 
'same  year  were  printed — their  appropriate  place  was  between  pp. 
184  &  SM«  In  thelnden  they  will  be  found  referred  to  Chronologi- 
ca%.] 

DUJH2ATB8  IF  GOMQRXSl  VO    PkM.  DlCKDIiONy  1784« 

Annapolis^  13th  Jany.^  1784. 
Sir, 

We  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  instructions 
from  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  dated  Deer.  29tly 
which  shall  be  attended  to. 

The  loclosedpapers  we  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
lay  before  the  Honorable  the  Council  &  Genl.  Assembly  for  their 
information.    With  great  respect, 

we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  ExoelleDcy's  most  obed. 
&  most  Hble.  Servants. 

THO.  MIFFTitN, 
EDW.  HAKTD, 
Jfireeied  CAD.  MORRIS. 

.    His  Sxoell'cy  John  Dickinsoni  Esq. 


Gens.  Mifflin  &  Hand  to  Pres.  DiokinsoN;  1784. 

Annapolis;  20tb  Jany.,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Exc'ys  letter  of  the  7tli  Inslanty*  it  gives 
U8  the  greatest  Satisfaction  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Honorable 
GouDcil  that  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  respecting  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  definitive  treaty  have  been  happilly  removed. 

We  hope  that  Congress  will  in* abort  time  appoint  Commissioners 
&  determine  on  the  place  &  time  of  holding  a  Treaty  with  the 
hostile  tribes'  ^f  Indians  of  which  we  will  give  your  J^xcelFy  the 
earliest  advice — we  now  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  prepara- 
tory to  that  important  business, 
with  great  respect^ 

we  have  the  honor  to  be,      . 

your  Excell'ys  most  obed.  hble.  Servants, 

'      THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
JMifTud,  EDW.  HAND,t 

[IUa;d  1  time  Jany.  29^  1784]  < , 

His  Exc'y  John  Dickinson  Esqr. 

«  dee  page,  155,  156, 1^4. 
t  See  Col  Reo.,  VoL  XIT.,  p.  «8. 
Vol.  X.— 24 
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KbSOLUTIONS  of  CoNGEESS, — ^WYOBnNG,  1784. 

By  the  United  States  in  OongreaS;  tasemUed, 
Friday,  Jany.  2dd,  1T84. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Lee 
ft  Mr.  Williamaoti  to  whom  was  refemd  a  petitioa  of  Zebnlon 
Butler  ft  others  claiming  under  the  State  of  Connecticut  priivte 
right  of  doil  within  the  territory  westward  of  the  Delaware  formerlj 
in  controvert  between  the  said  state  ft  that  of  Pennsylvania  and 
latelv  determined  by  a  Court  constituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to 
the  Ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  to  be 
^thin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  state  of  Pennsylvania  complaining 
that  they  are  disturbed  in  their  right  by  others  claiming  under  the 
said  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  praying  that  a  Court  may  be  insti- 
tuted under  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  for  determining 
the  said  right. 

Besolvedy  That  a  court  be  instituted  according  to  the  said  ninth 
article  of  the  confederation  for  determining  the  private  right  of  soil 
within  the  said  territory  so  far  as  the  same  is  by  the  said  artide 
submitted  to  the  determination  of  such  a  court 

That  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next  be  assigned  for  the  ap> 
pearanoe  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents  before  Cougress  or 
the  committee  of  the  States  wlkecever-they  shall  be  then  sitting. 

That  notice  of  the  assignment  of  the  said  day  be  given  to  the 
parties  in  the  following  form."*^ 

Besolved,  that  the  said  notice  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  executives  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  with 
a  request  that  they  take  proper  meaanres  for  having  ibe  wta 
aerved  on  the  parties  interested  under  their  State  req>ectivelyy 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seej. 


Pans.  DiCKiNBOK  to  Yiok-Pkesident,  1784. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  are  some  Memorandums  respecting  artmlea,  on  wbieh 
Duties  may  be  properi  &  also  some  Notes  concerning  the  admiraltj 
Jurisdiction. 

I  ^hail  be  very  glad  if  Council  will  be  pleased  to  make  sach  addi- 
tions or  alterations  as  they  judge  expedient,  ft  then,  that  joa  wBi 
be  so  good  as  to  transmit  Uie  Paper  to  Mr.  I^elany. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Council  the  inclosed  answer  la  Mr.  4a 
Crevaeeur's  letter.f 

*  See  fbrm  of  notiee,  on  page  IM. 
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•   A  Letter  it  now  8eikt>  ihclesiiig  Mr.  So6lt*0  teeovnt,  whieh  jimm 
to  bave  deiitered  to  the  Speaker. 

I  sboald  haTB  prepared  toe  Meesage  aa  John  Campbell's  Memorial, 
but  find  it  neeeseaiT  to  haye  the  Entries  he  relerrs  to.  If  you  aouM 
irithoiii'too  much  Trouble  oohtot  him  notiee  to  eall  upon  Me  tlue 
Bay  or  to*inarrow  between  11  &  2  o'clock,  I  shonld  like  to  coa^eme 
with  bin  on  hia  BusiueiSy  &  ahonld  be  glad  that  you  dt  Boane  of  the 
Conneii  might  be  pteaent. 

.  I  am^  with  the  greatest  Esteetn,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  h'ble  Serv't. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Tuesday  morning,  January  27. 
Directed  f 

The  Honorable,  The  Vice-president. 
Indorsed^ 

January  27^  1784.  From  His  Excellency,  The  President  to 
Council. 


.  Rbpobt,  &c.,  of  Committee  op  Gen'l  Assembly, — Wyoming.* 

Friday,  January  80th,  1784,  A.M. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  read  yesterday,  on  the  petition  of 
diYcrs  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  was  reid  the  seconi  time  as  follows^ 
yiz. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Bamnd 
Shepherd  and  others,  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  Report. 

That  they  find  upon  careful  examination  that  the  following  of  the 
Eaid  petitioners  viz.,  Simon  Spalding,  Sam'l  Shepherd,  Joseph 
Hageman,  Nathaniel  Davienport,  Conrad  Lyons,  Daniel  Whitnev, 
Joecph  Elliott,  Solomon  Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher  Oirtwright 
jointly,  Stephen  Fuller,  Asell  Burnham,  Preserved  Cooley,  William 
Stark,  Isaac  Baldwin  &  Lawrence  Myers  are  within  the  Description 
of  persons  entitled  to  a  reasonable  Compensation  in  Lands  within 
the  Boundaries  of  this  State  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Honorable 
Assembly  of  this  State  of  the  second  of  September  last,  your  Com- 
mittee therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution. 

.Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  be  hereby  author- 
ized &  required,  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  above  named  persons,  viz. 
Simon  Spalding,  Samuel  Shepherd,  Joseph  Hageman,  Nathaniel 
Davenport,  Conrad  Lyons,  Da,niel  Whitney,  Joseph  ElHott^  Solomon 
Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher  Cartwright.  jointly,  Stephen 
Fuller,  Asell  Burnham,  Preserved  Cooley,  William  Stark;  Isaac 
Saldwin  and  Lawrence  Myers.  Certificates  under  the  Seal  of  his 
office  importing  that  each  of  them  are  entitled  to  three  hundred 
Acres  of  Land  to  be  Located  anywhere  within  the  purchased  & 

•  a0e  pages  557-56),  ai^d  574-5,  aad  U»e  i^Ueotlon  of  Wyoming  doo<^- 
menU  near  Uie  close  of  this  Voltfkae. 
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uttsppropriatod  parts  ef  the  CountieB  of  JSotAmpkm  h  NorllKlim- 
berlAnd  and  that  the  Surveyor  GreDecal  be  aulhorited  &  required  !• 
direct  Copies  of  the  said  CeriifieateB  to  anj  of  the  Deputy  SiurteyDrB 
«^  the  said  Counties  at  the  request  of  the  party,  in  order  to  the  final 
oonfirmaitioD  of  thtf  said  lands  whkh  are  to  be  free  of  pmrckase 
Money  on  payment  of  the  Fees  of  Offioe  only.  And  on  tho  qnestion 
<^  Will  the  House,  adopt  the  foregoing  Beport/'  it  was  carriad  in  the 
afGunnatiye  by  a  considerable  Majority  and  the  Bepoort  adopted. 
JBxtract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass't  Cl'k. 
of  the  (reneral  Asaemblj. 
Indar$edf — ''  Not  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Conn'  petitioners." 

BeFORT  of  COMMITIHW  XO  QfiNKUIi  ASSXMBJUT, 

Tuesday,  Sept.  2dy  1783. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referr'd  Captain  Shrawder'a  Letter 
and  the  report  of  the  CommieeioB«PB  sent  to  Wioming  to  effeet  a 
eompromise  with  the  settlers  at  that  pkoe,  and  the  Owners  of  the 
Wioming  Lands,  beg  leave  to  report, 

Thirt  they  bate  examined  the  sereral  papers  committed  to  them 
with  care  &  attention,  and  are  fully  satisfi^  of  the  laudable  Zeal 
and  industry  used  bj  your  Commissioners  to  effect  the  purposes  ef 
their  Mission,  and  likewise  with  the  generous  offers  made  by  the 
jPenn^lyania  Land  holders  to  the  settlers  at  Wioming.  Your  Gon^ 
mittee  are,  howeyeri  sorry  to  find  that  the  endeayours  of  your  Com- 
missioners and  the  offers  of  the  proprietors  of  Lands  at  Wyoming 
have  been  rendered  abortive  by  the  interference  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  and  the  Susquehanna  Company,  so  that  our  hopes  of  a 
fnendly  compremise  seem  now  vanished.  Your  committee  submit 
the  following  resolutions  to  the  Honorable  House. 

Bescrfvedj  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  repealing  the  Law  of  this  State  entitled  ^  An  Act  to 
prevent  and  sta^  suits  from  being  brought  against  the  inhabitants 
of  Wioming  during  the  time  therein  mentioned,  pa&<«ed  March  13th, 
last,  and  for  confirming  the  Township  of  Wyoming  into  three  Dis- 
tinct Townships,  as  laid  out  and  divided  by  your  Commissioners  on 
the  22d  day  of  April  last  past. 

Besolved^  That  as  weU  to  discover  the  moderation  and  Eqiutabl« 
di^osition  of  thb  House,  as  in  consideration  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Settlers  at  Wioming  from  the  Common  Enemy,  a  reasonable  eooa- 
pensation  in  Lands  within  the  Boundaries  of  this  State  upon  easy 
Terms  be  made  to  the  families  of  those  who  have  fallen  fightings 
against  the  Savages,  and  to  such  others  as  did  actually  reside  on  iUe 
Lands  at  Wyoming  when  the  late  Decree  was  given  at  Trenton. 

Besolved^  That  no  such  settler  be  intitled  to  the  benefits  of  this 
Besolution  unless  upon  demand  made  he  gives  up  possession  to  the 
Claimant  or  Claimants  under  Pennsylvania  or  upon  any  Suit  of 
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Trespasfl  and  Ejectment  being  commenoed  by  such  Claimant  or 
Claimants  He  shall  become  Defendant  in  eneh  Suit  and  ConftM 
Judgment  to  the  Plaintiff  or  Plaintiffs  in  Ejectment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whitehall,  Mr.  Latimer,jind  Mr.  Maclay,  be 
a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  agreeable  to  the  first  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 


Efhbaim  Douglass  to  Preb.  DxoKiirsoK;  1784. 

Union  To^n,  2nd  February,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  recoDection  of  the  peisonal  obligations  for  which  I  feel  my* 
self  indebted  to  your  Excellency's  beneficenoe,  would  alone  be  suffi- 
oient  to  inspire  me  with  the  desire  of  giving  every  testimony  of 
grateful  reccttiiition ;  and  when  to  that  is  added  the  obligation  of 
public  duty,  i  will  confidently  hope  your  pardon  for  this  troubloji 
even  if  my  c<mimunicatioxL  should  appear  unimportant. 

The  Courts  were  opened  for  this  County  on  the  23d  of  December 
^ast;  the  gathering  pf  people  was  pretty  numerous,  and  I  was  not 
#Io9e  in  fearing  that  we  snould  have  liad  frequent  proofs  of  that 
torbolence  of  spirit  with  wbich  they  have  been  so  generally,  and 
perhaps  too  justly  stigmatizeid,  but  I  now  take  great  satisfaction  ia 
ctoing  them  the  justice  to  say  that  they  behaved  to  a  man  with  good 
pvder  and  decency;  our  grand  jury  was  really  respectable,  equal  at 
Jaast  to  mai^y  X  have  seen  in  Courts  of  long  standing.  Little  busi- 
ness was  ^one,  other  than  dividing  the  County  into  Townships,  a 
JELstarp  ^  which  is  under  cover  :*  And  hare  I  must  beg  the  indul- 

faoee  of  your  ExoellBuoy  and  Council,  if,  from  the  noveltj^  of  the 
usiness  and  the  want  of  a  precedent,  I  have  been  deficient  in  form! 
The  instructions  of  Council  respecting  the  opposition  to  asses- 
ment  ia  ManaDin  Township,  I  laid  before  the  Justices  as  directed, 
but  they  have  not  yet  oome  to  any  resolution  thereon;  some  of  them 
I  find,  are  of  opinion  that  the  reviving  it  at  this  distant  time  might 
be  attended  with  more  vexatious  consequences  than  the  suffering  it 
to  be  forgotten  will  probably  produce.  For  this  reason,  and  in  con« 
sideration  of  their  since  peacable  demeanor,  I  should  incline  to  agree 
with  them  that  for  the  prese&t,  until  the  authority  of  the  Court 
becomes  by  degrees  and  habitude  of  obedience,  more  firmly  esta* 
Jilisbed  in  the  gemeral  acquiescence  of  all  desoriptions  of  people 
within  the  County,  and  a  Goal  and  other  objects  of  popular  terror 
be  erected  to  impress  on  their  minds  an  idea  of  the  punishment 
annexed  to  a  breach  of  the  laws,  lenient  measures  might  produce  as 
food  eSeoU  bb  the  most  rigorous  ones  ihat  justice  could  adopt,  were 
sot  the  wisdoqi  and  directions  of  Council  oj^posed  to  this  opinion. 
To  these  reasons  fot  deolining  the  proseoution  of  the  offenders,  if 

♦  IM  fcmnd. 
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their  idedtity  eould  be  made  appear,  whiich  I  think  very  doobtfol, 
might  be  added  others  that  I  am  difitressed  to  be  obfiged  to  take 
notice  of;  the  Tax  not  having  been  assessed  till  after  the  division  of 
the  County,  the  authority  of  the  Commiasitmers  of  WestnMwrelaiid 
then  became  justly  questionable,  and  the  total  want  of  Commission* 
ers  in  this  County  to  levy  a  Tax  of  any  kind,  either  for  the  State, 
or  to  answer  the  exigencies  of  the  County,  and  the  consequent  ina- 
bility of  the  Trustees  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them  by  Ao 
Legislatjire,  tnay  all  be  subjeots  of  consideration  in  this  oaae.    For, 
from  an  unhappy  misconception  of  the  law  for  dividing  Westmore- 
land^ this  County  has  not  an  Officer  of  any  kind,  except  sneh  as 
were  created  or  continued  by  the  Act,  or  appointed  by  CoundU. 
Denied  a  seperate  election  of  a  member  in  Council  and  repreaentatiTe 
in  Assembly  till  the  general  election  of  the  present  year,  they  tin- 
fortunately  concluded  that  this  inability  extended  to  all  the  othef 
elective  officers  of  the  County,  and  in  conseouenee  of  this  belief, 
voted  for  them  in  conjunction  with  Westmoreland.     The  remedy  ol 
this  evil  I  fear  is  not  easily  pointed  out ;  but  if  there  be  a  poesiWa 
one  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  wisdom  of  Council,  to  which  I  beg  leavoy 
as  I  shall  in  all  other  difficulties,  to  make  my  humble  appeal 

The  Trustees  have  appointed  next  Monday  to  meet  on,  and  begin 
the  partition  line  between  this  County  and  Westmoreland,  en  this 
c(^dition,  which  Colonel  Maclean,  who  is  to  be  executive  person, 
has  generously  agreed  to— to  pay  the  expence  at  some  future  time 
when  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  call  upon  the  Oouiatj  Commisnoii* 
ers  for  the  money.  And  necessity  has  suggested  to  us  the  expedi- 
ent of  building  a  temporary  Goal  by  subscription,  which  is  now  oft 
foot. 

Not  knowing  the  necessity  of  an  application  to  Oouncil  for  Tarert 
Licences  before  I  left  the  City,  I  am  now  obliged  to  trouble  dioB 
trith  a  request  that  they  will  ^vor  me  with  some  by  the  first  oon- 
venient  opportunity. 

'  Suffer  me  now,  worthy  Sir,  to  step  for  a  moment  from  the  'fine  of 
my  duty.  Tlie  honor  which  Council  have  heretofore  done  me  by 
questioning  me  on  the  subject  of  Indian  Affiiirs,  will,  I  hope,  aoqait 
me  of  the  charge  of  presumption,  if,  from  an  opinion  of  their  confi- 
dence in  my  information,  I  venture  to  intermeddle  without  A<9r 
commands,  and  give  them  such  information  as  haTe  come  to  my 
knowledge  from  the  accounts  of  others  since  I  left  the  Canadian 
Country. 

Early  in  the  fall.  Sir  John  Johnson  assembled  «ihe  diffi^rent  wei^ 
ern  tribes  at  Sandusky,  and  having  prepared  them  with  present 
distributed  with  lavish  provision,  address^  them  in  a  Speech  to  tbii 
puroort : 

That  the  King,  his  and  their  common  father,  had  made  peace  witk 
the  Americans,  and  had  ffiven  them  the  country  they  ponseaaed  ot 
thb  continent ;  but  that  the  report  of  his  having  given  them  any 
part  of  the  Indians'  lands  waa  £alae,  and  fabricated  by  the  Amaa* 
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I  for  the  purpose  of  proVokhig  the  lodiaiis  againet'  thefr  &ther^ 
that  they  should  therefore  shut  their  ears  against  it  So  &r  the 
icmtiarj  was  true,  that  the  great  river  Ohio  was  to  be  the  line  boi* 
tween  U&e  Indians  in  this  quarter  and  the  Amerioans ;  orer  whiol^ 
the  latter  ought  not  to  pass  and  return  in  safety.  Thai,  howeveri 
as  the  war  between  Britain  and  Aneiioa  was  now  at  an  end,  aad  aa 
the  Indians  had  engaged  in  it  from  their  attaohment  to  the  arown, 
and  not  from  any  quarrel  of  their  own,  he  would,  as  was  usual  a^ 
the  end  of  a  war,  take  the  Tomahawk  out  of  their  hand ;  though  be 
would  not  remove  it  out  of  sight  or  far  from  them,  but  li^  it  down 
carefully  by  their  side,  that  they  misbt  dave  it  conyenient  to  use  in 
defence  of  their  rights  and  property  if  they  were  invaded  or  molested 
by  the  Americans. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  any  remark^ 
on  the  probable  tendsnoy  of  an  intimation  so  manifestly  oorrespon* 
dent  with  the  sentiments,  wishes  and  interest  of  these  savsge  tribes, 
already  alarmed  with  the  frequent  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  encroach  upon  them ;  but  beg  leave  to  have  the  honor  of  declar- 
ing, that  I  am,  with  all  imaginable  respect,  your  EzoeUenc/s 

very  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant, 
EPHKAIM  DOtiaLASS. 

His  Excellency^  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 


February  6th,  in  continuance. 

Want  of  an  earlier  conveyance,  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  en- 
closing to  Councnl  the  return  of  an  election  held  here  this  day  for 
Justices  of  the  peaoe  for  this  town  and  township ;  and  I  trust  the 
importance  of  the  choice  of  officers  to  the  county  will  excuse  mo.  to 
tiiat  honorable  body  for  offering  my  remarks  on  this  occasion. 

Colonel  lilaclean,  though  not  the  first  on  the  return,  needs  no 
character  from  me, — he  bas  the  honor  to  be  known  to.  Oman  A 
James  Finley  is  a  man  of  a  good  understanding,  good  ch&racter,  snd 
well  situate  to  accommodote  that  part  of  the  township  most  remote 
from  the  town.  Henry  Bceson  is  the  proprietor  of  the  town ;  a  man 
of  much  modedty,  good  sense  and  great  oenevoknce  of  heart,  and 
one  whose  liberality  of  property  for  public  uses  justly  entitles  him 
to  parileidar  attention  from  the  county,  however  far  it  mav  be  a 
consideration  with  Council.  Jonathan  Rowland  is  abo  a  good  man, 
with  a  good  share  of  understanding,  and  a  better  English  education 
than  either  of  the  two  last  mentioned ;  but  unfortunately  of  a  pro- 
fessioQ  rather  too  much  opposed  to  the  suppression  of  vice  and  im- 
morality ;  he  keeps  a  tavern  in  the  town.  John  Gaddis  is  a  man 
whom  I  do  not  personally  know ;  one  who  has  at  a  former  election 
in  the  then  township  of  Manallin,  been,  returned  to  Council,  but 
never  commissioned,  from  what  reason  I  know  not;  his  popularity 
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k  vith  ikobe  who  have  heea  moti  eonepiovous  lor  their  opporitioA 
to  the  kwB  of  this  Gommoawealth.  Moees  Sutton  is  remarkable  for 
Bothing  faut  aepiring  obflcurit^^  and  great  fiudlity  at  chanting  » 
pBaka  or  stammering  a  prajer. 

.  Duty  tbas  far  directs  me*  to  give  Cotnieii  an  impartial  descnpitiaii 
of  ihit  men  who  are  to  be  the  fdtore  officers  of  this  Cemntyi  but  both. 
4ii^  and  respect  forbid  my  saying  more,  or  presuming  to  expross  • 
msh  of  my  own  ;  fw  I  haye  no  prediieotioa  for  onoi  or  peraoiMl 
prejddioe  against  either  of  them. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be^  most  respectfully^ 
your  Excellency's, 

Tery  humble  and 

most  obedient  servanti 

EPHAAIM  DOUQLAS& 


Pbuoatis  in  CoNOKBsa  to  Pub.  Biokiksoii,  1784. 

Ai^napolis,  7th  Marchy  1784. 
Sir,  ' 

Eor  the  information  of  your  Ezoelly.  and  the  Honorable  the 
Council,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  extracts  taken 
from  a  letter  rec'd  this  day  from  Doctor  Franklin. 
With  perfect  respect  we  have 

the  honor  to  be  your  Excell'ys 

mdst  obedt.  and  most  H'ble  Serv'ts, 
-  THO.  MIFFLIN, 

JOHN  MONTQOME&T^ 
BDWD  HAND. 

Jno.  Jay,  ]Bsqr,j.was  this  day  Elected  Secretary  for  Foreigu 
Affairs.* 

His  Bxo^y  John  Dickisaon;  Esqr.  * 

BXTBAOX  OV  A  LsrCBB  VBOM  DoOlMtt  F&ANKUNy  J784. 

Sxtraot  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  FraakUn,  dated  Paasy, 
Maixih  9tb»  1T84,  [?] 

''I  rec'd  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from  Annapolis,  dated  Jan'j 
'^  6th,  acquainting  the  Commissioners  with  the  Causes  of  delay  in 
•^  sendiD|  the  Batifioation  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  The  term  was 
<<  expired  before  that  letter  came  to  hand,  but  I  nope  no  difficult j 
^*  wiU  arise  from  a  failure  in  a  point  not  essentia,  &  which  waa 
*  See  pass  401«-2« 
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^bo^tmMdly  aoctcknto.    I  have  jittt  reeeited  from  Mr;  Hirllfiy 
*  ft  letter  on  tbe  rafajeot,  of  which  I  ewdose  a  oopj. 
.  ^  I  have  exchanged  ratifieaiionB  with  the  Amhetaidec  of  Swaden, 
^ft  endoee  a  copy  of  that  I  eec'd  from  him." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Hartley,  Esqr.^  dated  London^ 
March  2d,  1784. 

'<  Will  yon  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  the  enclosed  to  Vp  Jay. 
''I  am  sorry  that  we  are  ^ing  to  lose  him  from  thU  side  of  the 
'^  Atlantic.  If  your  American  Ratification  should  arrive  speedily ^^ 
'^  I  might  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  agun  before  hid 
^  departure.  As  soon  as  1  hear  from  you  ai  the  arrival  of  vour 
'<  Ratification  I  will  immediately  apply  for  the  dispatch  of  the 
*»  British  Ratification.'' 


Peocbdinos  o¥  GsNsaAii  As8BBCBi#T— -WTOimvei  1784.* 

8  Dec.,  1783. 
A  petition  and  remonstrance  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming 
was  read,  complaining  of  certain  illegal  proceedings  had  againn 
them  by  Alexander  Patterson,  Esquire,  and  others. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

9th  Dec,  '88. 

The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  read  yesterday, 
wais  read  the  second  time ;  whereupon 

This  Com.  report  on  the  19th  March. 
Reiolved,  That  the  members  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  or  a 
majoritjf  of  them,  be  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  charges  con* 
tftined  m  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming, 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  report  to  this  House  at  their 
next  meeting,  and  that  the  said  petition,  and  other  papen  accompanjr 
ing  it,  be  pot  into  their  hands. 

March  Slst^  1784. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  read  March  19,  on  the  petition  of 
divers  inlubitants  of  Wyoming,  was  r^  the  second  time  as  follows, 
▼ia. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Deport  of  the  committee 
on  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition  from  divers  inhabitaati  of 
Wyoming.  Sie  letter  from  Alexander  Patterson,  Ssqiur^,  and  tiff 
petitions  irom  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  beg  leave  to  report- 
That  afber  examining  the  different  depositions  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming^  they  do  not  find  &at  the  sanM 
contain  any  matter  of  complaint,  but  such  as,  if  true,  the  laws  of 

*  See  pages  561-2,  574,  6. 
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t|i]0  fitite  tre  hXty  bufioieat  to  lednM,  and  thai  tlmrfiii^aA  affli- 
oatioQ  to  this  Hoiise  was  uiiaecesaaiy  and  improper^  a  greater  pai% 
9€  ihe-inegvlantaeB  aUed|^  agBinai  Akxuider  PatitonoB,.  Eaqime, 
appear  to  haye  been  done  bj  people  in.hia  name,  but  na  erder.  or 
warrant  appears  to  haye  been  given  by  him  for  any  such  acta. 

3l8t  March,  1784. 

Tour  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  ta  the 
House : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyomipgi 
presented  to  this  House  on  the  8th  day  of  December  last,  be  dis- 
missed, and  that  the  parties  be  referred  to  common  law  forredreas 
of  any  injuries  they  may  have  sustained. 

It  was  about  this  point  of  time  y*  Council  were  informed  of  ibi 
overflowing  of  the  Susquehannah,  by  w^  the  Connecticut  Cliumants 
suffered  mucli — ^what  their  (CouncH^s)  disposition  was  will  appear 
by  the  followiog  mcAsage. 

A  Message  from  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Gonndl 
to  the  General  Assembly. 

Gentlemen, 

The  late  inundation  having  reduced  many  of  the  inhabitants  at 
Wyoming  to  great  distress,  we  should  be  glad  if  your  honorable 
House  wou^  be  pleased  to  make  some  immediate  provision  for  their 
relief. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  March  31, 1784. 

Ordered  to  lie  ma  the  table. 

21  Jan'y,  p.  84. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Shepherd,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Wyoming,  was  read,  stating  their  distressed  situation,  and  praying 
that  a  tract  of  land  may  be  allotted  them  on  reasonable  terms  is 
any  of  the  unappropriated  territory  of  this  State,  in  lien  of  thai 
which  hath  been  a^udged  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
fij  the  deoree  of  the  Coort  lately  boUen  at  Trenton. 

<  28  Jan'y,  page  M. 

The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  read  January  21, 
Was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Bosh,  Mr.  HH^Iean,  Mr. 
Watts,  Mr.  R.  Brown  and  Mir.  Maelay,  to  report  thereon. 

29  Jan'y,  p.  103. 

The  committee  appointed  January  28,  on  the  petition  of  divert 
inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  made  report^  which  was  Mad  for  the  fiist 
time,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.* 

*  See  the  action  in  reftfence  to  this,  on  page  651. 
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TIm  cMDwittee,  to  winm  the  metaagea  of  the  16A  and  Slst 
iutaiii  wetre  refemd,  made  report  in  jMrt,  which  ima  read,  and  onr 
AiolaQB)  and  by  epeeiai  order^  the  eaane  was  read  the  eeoond  tinne^ 
debated  by  paragnphs,  and  in  part  adopted,  as  Mk>we,  vh, 

let.  That  it  appears  the  government  of  onr  sister  State  of  Gon- 
nectient  have  not  dnly  informed  themaehree  ef  the  resolntione  and* 
aeta  of  thia  ^niMoswealth  vespeoting  the  aetthra  at  Wyoming ;' 
wharenpon 

Reidmd,  That  it  be  reooumended  to  the  Premdent  or  Yiee'Pres^- 
dest  in  Cbuheil,  to  famish  the  QoTenior  aixl  Asuembly  of  the  6tato 
ef  Connectiont  with  the  prooeedinga  of  the  Council  and  AsBemMy 
of  thm  eommonwealtb  reepeeting  ^e  eottlerB  at  Wyoming;  einee  the 
jn^ment  at  Trenton. 

2d.  On  the  petition^  remonstranoe  and  addreea  of  Zebnlon  tntler, 
ttid  othera,  to  the  Honorable  the  Gongresa  <A  the  United  8tateS|; 
aommbled  and  Bitting  at  Princeton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jeraeyy 
dated  November  li|  1768,  yoor  committee  wonki  observe,  that  it 
ooDiaina  rapMaeatations  difibrent  from  what  appears  on  tho  ilea  of 
ttna  Honae  iiroaa  soma  of  the  .anbaeribers,  and  other  matters,  neither 
founded  in  fact,  supported  by  justice,  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  confede-' 
mtion,  OB  which  yoor  committee  oflfor  the  f<^owing  resdntion : 

Bsiohed,  That  iJie  absolnte  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  and 
hrnds  at  Wyoming,  claimed  bj  Zebulon  Sutler,  and  others,  as  well 
aa  the  right  of  jurkdiolion,  is  vested  in  this  commonweidth,  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  instametions  to  our  Delegatea 
in  Congress  on  those  heads,  setdng  fbrth  also,  in  the  said  iastruc- 
tiona,  the  humane  proceedings  and  conduct  of  the  State  in  proteetingi 
and  reaolving  to  grant  lands  to  the  actual  settlers  on  the  lands  afore^ 
aaid,  at  the  tame  judgment  was  given  respecting  the  claims  of  Oon^ 
neoticnt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parr,  Mr.  Woods  and  Mr.  Maclay,  be  a  oott^ 
mitteO}  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  resohition. 


Resolutions  of  Gens&aii  AssemblTi  1784. 

The  further  report  of  the  committee  appointed'  on  the  messages 
of  January  19  and  22  last,  was  in  part  read  the  second  time; 
whereupon, 

Beeoived,  1  st,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  State  be  instruct  to  apply 
immediately  to  Congress  for  an  explanation  of  their  act  of  the  23d 
of  last  month,  it  appearing  to  be  uncertain,  whether  the  fourth 
Jtf  onday  in  June  next  is  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Com- 
missioners, or  Judges,  to  constitute  a  court  for  bearing  and  deter- 
mining ther  matter  in  question,  or  for  the  purpose*  of  deciding  how 
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&r  the  fame  isy  b^  the  ninth  article  of  the  oonfederationi  aabmittel 
to  the  determtnation  of  sach  court. 

2d.  That  if  GongrtsB,  by  ihd  said  act,  mmnib  Uib  affontUMii  of 
Commissioneray  or  Judges,  next  June,  then  the  nid  Delegates  mota 
for  a  reqonsideratioa  of  the  said  sot,  and  represent  to  Oongressy  that 
tlie  Agents  for  the  State  of  Gooneeticut  did,  wfoa  the  li^  trial  at 
Trenton,  snggest  to  the  court  there,  that  ^'  the  tenants  in  possession 
^  of  the  littds  in  controversy;  u^d  partionlarly  the  eompsaics  of 
'<  Delawars  and  Susquehanna,  were  improving  and  holding  large 
^Uracts  of  land,  under  title  from  the  State  of  Conneetient ;"  and 
that  by  the  said  article  of  confederation,  a  court  is  to  be  established 
for  the  trial  of  the  private  right  of  soil  only,  wh^»  it  is  dainisd 
under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  States,  or  so  that  Zebulon 
Batler  and  the  other  cUimants  cannot  be  entitled  to  snek  a  eonrt, 
unless  they  come  within  the  description  aforesaid,  which  it  is  appre- 
hended they  do  not }  that  if  Congress  should  consent  to  establish 
courts  at  the  instance  of  persons  not  first  proving  t^emselYes  to  be 
included  in  the  description  i^oresaid,  the  citiiens  of  this  State  may 
be  harraseed  by  a  multitude  of  preteoded  claims,  at  the  suit  oif 
adventurers  or  invaders  of  the  State,  and  in  the  pi^ssent  instance  at 
the  suit  of  persons,  who  have  settled  in  defiance  of  the  reaolntien  of 
Congress  of  the  2dd  December,  1775. 

3a.  That  if  Congress  shall  resolve  that  the  matter  in  qwestion  is 
by  the  said  article  of  the  confederation  submitted  to  the  determina- 
tion of  ^o^h  a  court,  then  the  said  Delegates  insist  that  ZebuhMi 
Sutler,  and  the  other  claimsnts,.  be  required  immediately  to  exhihii 
io  Congress,  schedules,  particularising  theirclaims. 

And  in  debating  the  following  paragraph,  vis. 

4th.  That  two  Agents  be  appointed  by  the  Supreaie  Exeenttvo 
Council,  for  managing,  under  their  direction,  the  contevem  coi 


cemtng  claims  of  private  right  of  soil  in  the  territory  heretorore  in 
dispute  between  this  State  and  Connecticut,  the  jurisdiction  and 
pre-emption  of  which  the  Court  of  Commissioners  at  Trenton,  on 
the  30th  day  of  December,  1782,  did  judge  of  right  to  belong  tot 
this  state, — 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  by  Mr.  Carothers  and  Mr.  Cole- 
man, and  are  as  follows,  viz. 

YEAS. 

1  John  Steinmets,'  10  John  Chirk. 

^  Thomas  Shields,  11  Richard  Rue, 

^  Sharp  Delany,  12  David  Thomas, 

\  torn    ff  ^^  ^^^*^  Evans, 

^  1  '  14  John  Hannum, 

8  Henry  Hill,  15  Joseph  Parke, 

7  Samuel  Ashmead,  16  Richard  Willing, 

o  Jacob  Rush,  17  Edward  Jones, 

^^     9  Thomas  Long,  18  Abraham  Scott, 
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,     ]A]|«llUM8l0i%h>  29  PkiUp  G««ier, 

20  JToeeph  Woric^  80  DaTid  M'Coiuuighj, 

21  Adam  HaUay,  81  Jamei  Johniton^      . 
.     22  WUliMi  Part ,  ^  J«eob  Stroiid, 

28  Robert  CMeouw,  88.  Robert  Brown, 

24  Hose*  M'GleAii,  84  George  Woods,  0 

26  John  H*j,  86  Robert  Gloggage, 
.     20  Robert  MTherson,  87  WUliam  HaoUj, 

27  Joseph  Magoffin,  88  Matthew  Riftehie, 

28  Henry  MUkt, 

NAYS. 

1  WUUam  Brown,  9  Robert  WhiteluU, 

2  Jamee  Meroer,  10  Nioholaa  Lata, 

8  John  Oraiff,  11  Christian  Lower^ 

4  Adam  Orth,  12  Abraham  Linooby 

6  William  Brown  (Garliaie)  18  John  Riee, 

6  Frederick  Watts,  14  Thonms  Moetmi, 

7  John  Garothers,  15  Richard  Wallaee, 

8  Abraham  Smith,  16  John  Stephenson. 

80  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmatire,  and  the  paragraph  agreed  to. 

'  6th.  That  the  said  Agents  be  instracted  to  prepare  Aeottelves 
for.  maintaining  the  right  of  soil  within  the  territory  aforesud  to  be 
Tested  in  PennsylYania,  and  persons  claiming  under  Pennsyivania ; 
&r  justifying  the  oondnot  of  this  State  from  the  ohai|pBa  oontaindt 
in  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Gt)Yemor  and  Gpmpa&jfl 
of  the  State  of  Gonnectiont,  of  the  second  Thursday  of  October  last; 
and  for  opposing  the  attempt  of  the  said  State  to  obtain  a  reviaian 
of  the  cause  lately  determined  at  Trenton. 

/mforieei.— --Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  General  Assembly  r^ 
ipeeting  the  Wyoming  lands,  Deo.,  Jan'y  and  Feb'y,  1788  &  VtM.^ 


RiaoLunoN'  ov  tkm  19i;h  Ookquss,  1784. 

By  the  United  States  in  Gongress  Assembled, 

March  19th,  17^4. 

On  the  report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  fourth 
and  fifth  of  the  iostruotions  of  the  15th  of  October,  1783.  to  the 
Commissioners  for  negociatinff  with  the  Indians,  Resolved,  That 
the  said  fourth  and  fifth  articles  of  the  instructions  of  the  15th  ot 
October,  1783,  to  the  Commissioners  for  ncgociating  with  the 
Indiana  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following  be  substituted. 

4thly,  That  a  Meridian  line  passing  through  the  lowest  point  of 

*  They  are  d««ta«hed  pfrtLons  o(  the  printed  Joornals  brought  together  in 
one  tiew. 
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the  rapids  9f  Okto  to  the  ttonrthern  boandarj  of  iheiw  Umted  Slates 
shall  be.profMwed  aa  the  line  ef  Division  between  the  several  Indian 
tribcsy  and  these  States;  so  that  all  the- lands ^oompreheaded 
between  the  said  Boffndar^  on  the  north,  theOhio  '«n  the  South, 
the  said  Meridian  on;  the  west,  and  Pensylvania  on  the  Bastj  er  so 
mivh  thereof  as  the  tribes  haying  title  thereto  may  be  indneed  to 
part  with  shall  be  ceded  le  the  United  States,  and  pOMetsion  thereof 
or  of  any  parts  theteof  be  given  to  the  Uolted  States,  at  soeh  times 
as  may  be  agreed  npon  iu  the  treaty. 

5th]y,  The  said  Commissioners  are  instmcted  ae  ^r-.as  tbey  shall 
find  it  convenient  to  treat  with  the  several  nations  at  different  times 
and  places ;  and  where  necessity  shall  oblige  them  to  brin^  two  or 
more  motions  together  That  they  still  keep  theit  treaties  and 
conferences  as  distinct  as  may  be;  that  they  comitenanee  every 
disposition  in  any  one  of  ihe  Six  nations,  to  treat  and  act  separately 
and  independantly ;  and  that  in  general  they  disoonrage  every  coali- 
tion &  consnltation  which  might  tend  to  involve  any  one  nation  in 
the  wars  of  the  othere. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemUad. 

March  23, 1784. 
:   On  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qnalifications,  concdsting  of 
Mr;  Sherman,  Mr.  Jeffsrson,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Wil* 
KasMon,---^ 

Whereas  by  the  fifth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  pcr- 
petaal  timon  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed,  "That  for  the  more 
convenient  management  of  the  general  interest  of  the  United  States, 
delegates  slyall  l^  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  legis> 
kfeivb  pf  each  st^te  i^all  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the  ftnst 
Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  reserved  to  each 
state,  to  recal  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the 
year,  and  fo  fl^nd  others  in  their  stead,,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year." 

Besolved,  That  the  several  states  be  requested  annnaHy  to  ap- 
point their  delegates  to  serve  in  Congress  for  one  year,  to  com* 
inence  qn  the  first  Monday  in  November  next  ensuing  the  time  of 
their  appointment;  and  when  vacancies  shall  happen,' by  the  re- 
moval or  resignation  of  any  of  the  said  delegated  within  the  yesTi 
anch  states  be  reauested  to  appoint  others  in  their  atead,  to  serve 
only  for  the  remamder  of  the  year;  and  to  fdmish  their  delegate! 
BO  appointed  with  commissions,  or  ether  credentials,  under  the  seal 
of  the  state,  particularly  specifying  the  time  for  which  they  aie 
appcnntod. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Gbwhth  Owkn  to  CouKCUr— State  House  Clock,  1784. 

Oentkinen. 

,  MVf  S^rimbl^  iiifsrm'd  me  ihi^t  jou  hfA  oonolnd^d  tjbat  mj  eviploju 
ment  should  eease  in  taking  care  of  the  Clook|  the  reasopf  were.thiM^ 
ibe  had  ptO|^  aan<}ry  timea  &  had  not.  kep^  the  tme  time-rtbe  reaa^na 
whjr  she  aftottt  I  ihaU  pjoiiit  oatr^the  furat  tipe  she  waa  aU^t  ^wa 
days  while  I  was  cleaning  of  her,  the  second  time  the  frost  bvol^f^ 
ik»  wrboor  that  awings  the  hamnery  the  third  time  waa  0190a- 
lioii'd  bj'the  breaking  of  the  old  lines  &  the  new  ones  being  eon^ 
aiderabljr  tbioker  took  me  some  time  in  freeing,  them.  .  The  severitjt 
of.  the  weather  I  belieye  stopt  her  once  &  it  was  the  opcasion  of  h^ 
going  irregular  the  sudden  changes  of  the  weather  is  all  the  way 
that  it  can  be  acoounted  for,,  those  accidents  happening  in  the  most 
seyere  part,  &  I  being  obliged  to  work  in  the  Clock  room  delayed 
me  longer  than  I  should  have  been  had.  it  been  otherwise ;  the 
Clock  is  now  in  good  ordfr  k  keeps  good  time,  &  is  I  think  effectually 
guarded  against  the  like  accidents  for  the  future.  If  you  will  l>e 
pleased  to  continue  me  to  take  care  of  her  &  she  should  not  perform 
to  yours  and  the  publicks  satisfaction  I  will  give  up  my  <;harge  at 
any  time  without  demanding  any  thing  for  my  future  trouble. 
With  the  most  perfect  reapeoi 

I  remain  Gentiemen  your      # 

most  humble  Seryent, 

GRIFFITH  OWEN*.    . 
Dtreetedf 

To  His  Exoellenoy  the  President  &  Council. 
Indor$ed, 

Marcl»  25, 1784. 


Delsgatss  IK  Congress  to  Prsb.  Digkinbon,  1784. 

Annapolis,  2d  April,  1784. 
Sir, 

There  being  no  doubt  that  Congress  by  their  resolution  of  tba 
B84  of  Jannary  laat  meant  that  Commissioners  or  Judges  shovld  he 
«Pl^iuted  in  Jue  nei:t,  to  hear  and  determine  the  claim  of  the 
Connecticut  Settlers  at  Wyoming  to  the  priyate  right  of  Soil ;  i/k 
only  remaiOB  for  ua  to  moye  for  a  ra-consideration  of  that  act ;  in 
aompliaBoe  with  the  reeolutiona  of  the  Honorable  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  14di  of  February  laat.t  In  order  that  at  the  sama 
time  wa  do  this  we  may  be  able  to  shew  in  the  clearest  light,  the 
humane  and  generooa  intentions  of  that  Honorable  Body  tpwarda 
those  People.  We  request  your  Bzoellency  may  be  pleased  to  transr 

♦  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  56. 
t  See  pages  194,  204. 
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mit  to  U8  bj  the  next  Poet  a  oopj  of  the  reBolntion  of  the  Hononir 
ble  the  Qeneral  Assemblj  of  tne  2d  of  September  last,  lelatrve  to 
this  Subject  &  inform  us  of  the  oaoee  or  oaoaea  which  gftye  rise  to 
it,  w^  fAao  wish  for  an  exact  copy  of  the  petition  or  application  of 
the  penrona  to  whom  grants  of  Luid  were  made  by  llie  roMiatien  of 
the  80th  of  January  last 

Inclosed  we  haye  the  honor  to  tranamit  a  oopy  of  altontiomi  made 
in  the  inatniotions  of  Congress  to  the  Commissionera  for  negotialuig 
with  the  Indians.' 

We  think  it  necessary  to  make  yoor  Excell'y  acqoainted  thai  Mr. 
Montgomery  has  this  day  left  ns,  so  that  shookl  sickness  or  aeeident 
prevent  dther  of  ns  from  attending  in  Oongress  the  State  wooid  bo 
VBfepresented. 

With  due  respect 

we  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Exoell'ys  most  obed't 

k  very  honble  Serr'tSi 

THO.  MIFFLK^, 
EDW'D  HAND. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  &qr. 

P.  S.  Congress  it  now  composed  of  Eleyen  States,  we  haye  been 
obliged  to  postpone  to  this  time  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  act  of 
28d  Jan'y,  as  diose  States  upon  whose  assistance  we  principally 
relied  were  not  represented. 


Ephraih  Douglass  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  178i. 

Hannastown,  10th  April,  1784. 

Sir, 

By  Mr.  Wood  one  of  the  Gentlemen  attomies  who  attend  onr 
back  courto  and  who  is  going  immediately  to  Carlisle,  I  do  myasif 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  Council  the  Return  of  an  ekotion  hehi  for 
JustMS  of  the  Peace  in  the  Township  of  lAiMme,and  have  obtaioed 
bis  promise  to  forward  it  to  yonr  Excellency  by  tlM  first  safe  eon- 
veyance. 

Vrom  (ihe  Betam  of  the  Townships  and  Justices  of  the  Potee  I 
had  the  honor  to  make  to  Oouncil  in  February  last  they  will  po^ 
oeiye  that  several  of  the  Townships  Mre  destitute  at  present  of  sock 
•Acer,  and  from  the  knowledge  Council  haye  of  the  dutiee  of  the 
Commissions  of  the  few  we  haye,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  suggest 
ihe  reasons  for.  Commisaioaing  the  new  eleoM  ones  before  Juae 
Court  to  enable  us  to  hold  oar  Sessions  and  Orphans  court. 

As  I  haye  nothing  of  material  consequence  to  communicate,  I 
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sball  only  beg  ihe  further  indolg^Bce  of  jonr  BxoelleBoy  ml 

Council  for  adding  that  I  have  the  honor  to  rest  most  rospeotfullji 
your  ?ery  hufuble, 

and  devoted  Servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 
Directed 

His  Excellency^  John  Dickinson  Esqttire. 


John  DbNNA](j>60H  lo  Fusa.  DiosiiiflOKy  1784. 

WaideoB  OCoe^  April  SO,  1784. 
OenileiiieBy 

I9  pursnanoe  of  your  reauest  dated  the  16th  Inst,  we  haveadver- 
fiied  for  persons  to  bring  uieir  proposals  for  removing  the  Chevtnx 
de  fria*  to  this  Board.  The  inclosed  being  the  only  proposals  offere4 
ftkr  our  considerationi  we  beg  leave  to  reoommend  them  to  the  notion 
ft  the  HoabL  Supreme  Exeoutive  Ck)aQciL 

By  order  of  the  Board,  < 

JOHN  DONNALDSOir. 
Directed  J 

His  Excellency  the  president  &  The  Honble.  Supreme  Sxecutlva 
poi^uticU  State  Pennsylvania^ 


Pbtition  of  Cawors  or  Josxph  Doanb,  1784. 

To  the  Honorable  his  Excellency  the  president  and  other  Memp 
bers  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  01  the  State  of  PeDnsylvauia. 

The  petition  of  th^  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Bucks  County 
Humbly  Showeth. 

That  your  Honorable  Board  was  pleased  to  Issue  your  Procla^ 
mation  Bearing  Date  30th  June  1783,*  oflfering  a  Reward  of  one 
Hundred  pounds  for  Each  &  Every  of  the  persons  Convicted  of 
Robbing  the  Collectors  of  public  .Taxes  in  this  State — after  the  Date 
of  which  proclamation  your  petitioners  did  apprehend  &  Secure 
Joseph  Doan  Junr.^  who  now  stands  Convicted  of  the  fore  mentioned 
Grime. ' 

We  therefore  petition  that  it  might  please  your  Honors  to  grant 
tis  an  order  to  the  State  Treasurer  for  obtaining  the  promised  Re- 

«  See  t>age,  M9;  SSO.  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  76,  78,  79, 104, 119,  241, 
243,601. 

Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XUI.,  p.  616. 
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ward  or  to  notify  to  us  in  what  other  way  we  may  obtain  it  and  your 
petitioners  as  in  Daty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 


We  do  order  and  appoint  Col.  "^ 
Bobert  Robinson,  Amoa  Thomas 
&  Jomas  Ferguson  to  Receive  & 
Devide    to   each    person    their 
Equal  Share  of  Sd.  Reward. 

April  20th,  1784,  Bucks  County. 


ROBERT  ROBINSON,  Col. 
of  8d  Batallion  of  Buoks  County, 
AMOS  THOMAS, 
JOSIAS  FERGUSON. 


RBSOLmoNs  or  Oohobbss,  1784. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

April  26, 1784. 
*  A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  By  Mr.  &erry, 

That  the  President  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  dlreeled 
to  adjourn  Congress  on  the  third  day  of  June  next,  to  meet  on  the 
thirtieth  of  October  next  at  Trenton,  for  the  dispatch  of  public  bufli« 
ness,  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  States  shall  be  appomted  to  sii 
in  the  recess  of  Congress*. 

A  Motion  was  miuie  by  Mr.  McHenry,  seconded  b^  Mr.  Spaigfat, 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion  in  order  to 
take  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  Committee  consisting  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  Mr.  Osgood,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
report  on  the  powers  with  which  a  CouRuittee  of  the  States  should 
be  vested  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  a  motion  on  the  same 
subject,  which  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  Committee  of  the  States  which  shall  be  appointed  pur- 
suant to  the' 9th  Article  of  Confederation  and  perpetcud  union,  to 
sit  ia  the  recess  of  Congress  for  transacting  the  business,  of  the 
TJnited  States,  -shall  possess  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exercised 
by  seven  States  in  Congress  assembled,  except  those  of  sending 
ambassadors,  ministers,  envoys,  residents  or  consuls— establishing 
rules  for  deciding  what  captures  by  land  or  water  shall  be  legal, 
and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated— 
establishing  courts  for  the  receiving  add  determining  finally  appeab 
in  all  cases  of  capture ;  constituting  Courts  for  deciding  disputes 
and  differences  arising  between  two  or  more  States;  fixing  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  United  States ;  chao^ng 
the  rate  of  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  post  offices 
established  Dy  Congress,  and  of  repealing  or  contravening  aay 
Ordinauce  passed  by  Congress. 

That  nine  members  shall  be  requisite  to  proceed  to  businesa. 

That  no  question  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day  shall  be 
determined  without  the  concurrence  of  seven  votes. 

That  the  President  of  Congress,  if  a  member  of  the  said  Com 
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mittee,  and  if  not  a  member,  or  if  absent  at  any  time/  theii  a  efaair- 
man  to  be  chosen  by  themselves  shall  preside^  the  President  o» 
Chairman  retaiaiBg  a  right  to  vote. 

That  the  Secteteij  aM  other  officers  of  Congress  shall  attend  on 
the  said  Committee. 

Tha.t  they  M^all  keep  an  aeearate  jonmal  of  their  proceedings  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  and  that  in  these  Journals  shaU  be  entered 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  when  any  one  of  them  shall  have 
desired  it  before  the  question  be  put. 

On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned^  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  McHenry — 

New  Hampshire, .'...Mr.  Foster,  no. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  no. — ^no. 
Massachussetts, ...Mr.  Gerry,  no. 

Mr.  Partridge,  no. — no. 
Bhode  Islandji Mr.  EUery,  no. 

Mr.  Howell,  no.— >no.  ^ 
Connecticut, Mr.  Sherman,  no. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  no. — no. 
New  York,.. .^ Mr.  De  Witt,  no. 

Mr.  Paine,  no. — no. 
New  Jersey, Mr.  Beatty,  no. 

Mr.  Dick,  no. — no. 

Pennsylvania, Mr  Mifflin,  no. 

...  Mr.  Montgomecy,  nd. 
Mr.  Hand,  no. — ^no. 

Maryknd,.... ; Mr.  McHenry,  ay. 

Mr.  Stone,  ay. 
Mr.  Chase,  ay.-^-ay. 

*    Virginia, Mr.  Jefferson,  ay. 

Mr.  Hardy,  ay.  • 

Mr.  Mercer,  ay. 
Mr.  Monroe,  ay. — ay. 

"North  Carolina, Mr.  Williamson,  ay. 

Mr.  Spaight,  ay.— ay. 

South  Carolina, Mr.  Read^ 

Mr.  Beresfordi  ay.— ay. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamson,  seconded  by  Ml*. 
'MoHenry,  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  by  adding  thereto, 
"  provided  a  Committee  of  the  States  shall  first  have  been  appointed 
fo  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the  powers  defined  with  which 
the  said  Committee  shall  be  tested  according  to  the  10th  of  tfab 
Articles  of  ConHideralion. 
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And  OB  the  question  to  ajpnee  to  this  avendment,  the  yeas  and 
lutye  b^mg  required  by  Mr.  Williamson,—- 

New  Hampahirey Mr.  Foster,  &o. 

Mr*  Blanebsrdy  no. — no, 

Massachusetts^ Mr.  Gkrry)  no. 

Mr.  Partridge,  no.*— no. 

Rhode  Island, Mr.  EUery,  no. 

Mr.  Howell,  no. — ^no. 
Coiuiecticut,...,... ^ < Mr.  Sherman,  no. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  no. — ^no. 
New  York, ', Mr.  De  Witt,  no. 

Mr.  Pame,  no.— no. 

New  Jersey, , Mr.  Beatty,  no. 

Mr.  Dick,  no. — no. 

Pennsylyania, Mr.  MiflSin,  no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 
Mr.  Hand,  no. — no. 

Maryland, ', .....Mr.McHenry,  ay. 

Mr.  Stone,  ay. 

Mrw  GhasC)  ay. — ay. 

Virginia, ,\ Mr.  Jefferson,  ay. 

•  Mr.  Hardy j  ay. 
Mr.  Mercer,  ay. 
Mr.  Monroe,  ay.-<*ay* 

North  OaroKna, Mr.  Williamson,  ay. 

.  .  Mr.  Spaight,  ay. — ay. 

South  CarQlina,.. .:.... ...Mr.  Read^  ay. 

Mr.  Beresford,  ay. — ay. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  McHenryj  seconded  by  Mx.  Mer- 
cer, to  postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the  motion  under 
debate,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following : — 

That  as  soon  as  a  proper  place  shall  be  reported  by  the  Committee 
appointed  to  review  &  report  a  proper  place  for  a  foederal  town  at  or 
near  Qeorge-town  on  the  Patowmack,  and  the  soil  and  jurisdiction 
obtained  as  well  for  the  town  on  Patowmack  as  that  on  Delaware, 
Congress  will  forthwith  proceed  to^ereot  sueh  public  buildings  sa 
may  be  neoessaty  for  their  sessions  at  the  expenee  of  the  United 
States  out  of  the  common  treasury  thereof.  That  the  fouodatioiis 
of  the  said  buildings  shall  be  laid  at  the  same  timo,  and  no  sum  of 
inoney  appropriated  for  the  one  unless  an  equal  sum  be  appif- 
f  riated  for  the  other. 

And  on  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above*n6iih 
taoned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  McHenry,— 

New  Hampshire, Mr..Fo8lQr^  no* 

Mr.  Blanchard,  no. — no 
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Mr.  Partridge,  no.— no, 
;*"Kfcode  Island, Mr.  Ellerj,  no. 

Mr.  HoweIl|  no. — ^no. 
Connecticut^ Mr.  Sherman,  no. 

Mr.  Wadsworth^  no,-^no. 
New  York, ..,.4<., , Mr.  De  Wifct,  no. 

Mr.  Paine,  no.— no» 
New  Jersey, .Mr.  Beatty,  no. 

Mr.  l)ick,  no. — no. 
Pennsylvania, Mr.  MiflBin,  no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 

Mr.  Han^  no.— no. 

Maryland, *. \Mr  McHenry,  ay. 

^  .    Mr.  Stone,  ay,  ^ 

*Mr.  Chase,' ay. — ay. 
Virginia, Mr.  Jefferson,  no. 

'Mr.  Hardy,  ay. 

Mr.  Mercer,  ay. 

Mr.  Monroe,  no.7-d'd. 

Notth  Carolina, Mr.  Williamson,  no. 

•Mr.  Spaight,  no.-^no. 
South  Caarolina, Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Beresford,  no. — d'd. 
So  It  passed  in  the  negative.  •  •  . 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
to  pospone  the  consideration  of  the  motion  under  debate  in  order  to 
take  up  the  following :  .... 

Whereas  the  resolatioii  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  provides  that 
Congren  shall  reside  bA  Trenton  and  Annapolis  alternately  at  equal 

{eriods  of  not  less  than  six  months  or  more  than  twelve,  until  the 
uildings  on  the  banks  of  Patowmack  and  Delaware  be  ready  for 
their  reception.  And  whereas  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island 
pursuant  to  insthictions  from  that  State,  have  moved  a  resolution 
that  Congress  adjourn  to  Newport  in-  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
from  which  it  is  evidently  the  sense  of  that  State  that  the  resolution 
for  two  foederal  towns  should  not  be  carried  into  effect  And  where* 
as  it  appears  to  be  the  sense  of  a  Majority  of  the  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  by  a  motion  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  forbid- 
ding the  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  around  at  or  near  George- 
town to  proceed  in  that  business  until  the  mrther  order  of  Congress, 
and  by  a  motion  for  allowing  th^  Sta^s  of  .Marytand  and  Virginia 
to  advance  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 

buildings  at  or  near  Georgetown,  &  for  giving  them  credit  for  the 
save  in  the  requisition  for  yedr,  wlfich  last  being  negatived 

amounts  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  and  as  it  will  be 


^m 
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expedient  to  fix  on  a  aitiiataQn  the  most  'central  to  ^  pMcts  of  the 
Union  for  holding  the  aessions  of  Congress.  Resolyed,  That  Con- 
gress hold  their  session^  in  Annapolis  in  the  State  of  Marjknd 
until  they  decide  on  some  place  for  their  permanent  residence^  and 
the  necessary  buildiDgs  be  erected  for  their  accomodation. 

On  this  motion,  the  preyiona  question  was  moved  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^  seconded  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  on  the 
question  to  agfee  to  the  previoua  quest&on^-the  yea»aiid  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Hardy-*- 


New  Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts^ 
Bhode  Island;   . 
Connecticut^ 
New  York, 
New.JierBey,     • 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland; 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Sooth  Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Blanchard. 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge. 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Howell. 
Mr.  Sherman,     * 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine. 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick. 
Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand 
Mr.  McHenry, 
.  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Meroer, 
Mr.  Monroe. 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr,  Spaight, 

Mr.  Bead, 
Mr.  Berr^ord, 


*yi 

ay  , 

•y. 

»y . 
»yj 


•y 


*y 


*y 


•y| 
»y3 

DO  vno 
no) 

'"^{d'd 
■yj 


So  it  was  Besolved,  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  set 
aside. 

On  the  question  to  agre^  to  the  original  motion,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Stone — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 


Mt.  Poster, 
Mr.  Blanchard, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge, 
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Bbodelskiid, 
OoimeDtioat^ 

Nw  York,       , 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsjlvania, 

Maryland^ 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina; 
Sondi  Carolina, 


Mr.  EUezj, 
Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  SiMmiaii, 
Mr.  Wadswortfa, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 
Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Jefienon, 
Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Mercer,  . 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Williamson 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


»no 


•  no 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorised  and 
directed  to  adjourn  Coneress  on  the  third  day  of  Jnne  next,  to  meet 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  next,  at  Trenton,  for  the  dispatch  of 
public  business,  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  States  shall  be  appointed 
to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Wabpsnh  Of  PhiladUiPhia  to  Pex6.  Dickinson,  1784L 

Wardens  office,  2iSth  April,  1784. 
Sir,  .  . 

The  Board  of  Wardens  beg  leave  to  communicate  tayour  Excel- 
lency for  the  Information  of  yourself  and  the  honorable  supreme 
Exeeative  Council  that  upon  enauiry  they  fiud  there  is  no  money 
in  the  State  Treasury  subject  to  their  disposal,  and  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  tTonnage  duty  since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
officer  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  sum  very 
inadequate  to  the  objects  committed  to  their  care. 

The  principal  objects  that  require  immediate  attention  are  as 
follows,  TO*, 

Ist,  Finishing  the  repairs  of  the  light  House. 

2nd,  providing  an  additional  number  of  Buoys  together  with 
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thoir  moorings  and  having  them*  placed  in  proper  phees  both  in  the 
Bay  and  River. 

3rd|  providing  Beaeons  and  .having  them  placed  (m  die  most 
dangerous  Shoals  in  the  Bay  and  on  Cape  May. 
4th^  Bepairini;  the  Piers  at  Reedy  and  Mud  Islands. 
5th.  Purchasing  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  oyl  and 
^Matenals  to  the  Light  House,  Ballast  for  filling,  &  ^g%  ^-^  ^f 
"the  repairs  of  the  Piers,  taking  down  Buoys',  &c.,  and  for  other  uses 
of  the  wardens  in  surveying  and  examining  into  the  State  k  Condi- 
tion of  the  navigation. 

These  se^ices  being  of  great  importance  to  the  Trade,  the 
wardens  trust  that  your  Ezcellncy  and  the  Honorable  Council  will 
readily  see  the  necessity  of  strengthening  their  hands,  by  granting 
them  a  supply  of  money  from  the  sum  reserved  for  these  purposes 
by  the  Legislature  out  of  the  monies  raised  by  the  late  Impost  Laws 
and  subject  to  yoor  disposal  in  x)rder.  that  .they  ^ay  be  enabled  to 
execute  ihem  iu  the  niost  expeditious,  effectual  &  frugal  manner 
Possible.  We  have  the  honor  to  be 

.with  the  .greatest  Respect 
.    i  yonr  ilxcellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servants, 

FRAN8.  GURNET, 
JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
SAM.  CALDWELL, 
^   ■  THOS.  PRYOR, 

NATH,  FALCONER. 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD- 
Directed.,  GEORGE  ORD.* 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.^  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Fei^nsylvaaiA.  • 

An  Estimate  of  sundry  Services  requisite  to  be  performed  by  the 
Wardens  of  the  Port  for  Improving  the  navigation  of  tho  Bkj  & 
River  Delaware  as  soon  as  Possible. 
Fot  finishing  the  Repairs  of  the  Light  House,  abS  .        .  250 
a  beacon  to  be  placed  on  Cape  May^      .         ,        .       300 

a  Ditto  on  the  Cross  Ledge, 350 

Additional  Buoys  with  their  Mooring  to  be  placed  in 
the  Bay,  .......       150 

Repairing  the  Piers  at  Reedy  Island,        .        .        .50 

Do.     at  Mud  Island, 60 

the  Purchase  of  a  Vessel  for  the  Various  purposes  of 
the.  Wardens  in  executing  the  Dutys  of  their  office,  750 

Council  Chamber,  29th  ApL,  178.4.t  £1900 

*  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  78,  79. 
t  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  79. 
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BotTNDAET  Lnot,  1784* 

Sstimate  of  Ezpenoes  for  sundrjr  BeoecHnrieg  for  the  Commisfei^rs 
for  running  the  boundary  Line  between  this  State  and  that  of 
Virginia. 

>20  Gallona  SpiritB, 

40     do.      Brandy, ^«...... ...» .«,...*., 

80      do.      Madeira  Wine, 

200  Weigh*  of  Loaf  Sugar, -. 

6  lb-  of  Tea,... Z^. ., 

100    do-    Coffee, ^ - 

pepper,  &gu, * ^ , 2    0    0 

6  BuBhels  of  Salt^ ^ , 

4  Tin  Mum,. 

1  Coffee  Mill, ...,, ^ 

1  pewter  Tea  pot,  1  tin  Coffee  Pot^. 

60  lb.  of  Chocolate, ^ 

1  frying  pan,  I  Grid  Iron,  6  boiling  ketUe%^, ,*.« 

•1  Dutoa  oyen,  1  Teakettle, ..^•••«»«.t»^.«v-<» • 

2  pair  of  Snuffeta,^  Caadl^sticka,  2  funn$lii|..»M.v.<.'>« 
100  lb*  Cancile8>  2  hand  sawa,  1  Cross  Cut  saw  &  6  fil^V^ 

.     2  hammers,  12  Gimblets  &  60  lb.  of  Nails,....,...*^i 

1  sett  of  knives  and  forks, ., »., 

Tea  cupa^  sauoera,  glaiee^  Tumblers,  bovU^  diahes^ 

plates,  tinsy  spoons  and  basons^ <. ^ 6    0    0 

6  large  Camp  stools  k  6  small  do.,,*..^ • » 

2  Marques,  or  4  Horse  Mens  T^tS|« ....•• 

60  felling  axes^.«...^ ^ «.^..,,..«» \,..^ 

100  Ik  of  Steel, ^ ,. 

6  shovels, « .^. »...•«•«.,«•.•«•.•.« •..• 

6  piekazes> ..» « * ^••i «..». 

6  Spades,. 

40  lb.  of  Sootch  Barlery, t. 

12  pair  of   BL.  HlQgea,...,r.....^.. •«.•..*. 

8  four  Horse  Waggon  &  i  Light  do.  with  4  Horses,..,.. 

•  fiO  fathom  of  i  ineh  Bope,^.^..,.-. «.^4.^ ...4...^ 

2  Crow  Bars»  2  planes,  2  a\;|gre'S| 

4  Matrasses,  4  Blankets^  i,  Pillows, 

1  frower,  2  Maul  Binga,  2  wedges,  1  Broad  ax, 

2  drawing  knives,  |  a  Box  mndow  Glass,  I  Beam  of 

paper»100  quifls,  6  sticks  of  Wax,  2  dozen  pencils. 

1  Box  of  Wafers,  2  Ink  stands,  2  large  Camp  Tables,  I 

doaen  Memorandum  Books,*..* ..^•... 

Cheese,... *•... 

2  dozen  Hams,., *»••»• .^...<.  - 

}.  dosen  Kegs  wlxit«  Biaeuit, • , « 

*  8ee  CoL  Rw.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  184. 

Vol.  X.— 25 
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AlIXANDBR  PaTTEBSON  to  PsBS.  DiCKIHSON— WYOBilNG,  1784- 

when  any  Part  of  the  state  in  which  your  Excellency  precide 
becomes  Imbarrassed  and  Involved  in  Dimculty,  I  conceive  it  the 
duty  of  a  good  Citizen  to  give  the  earliest  Information  to  Govern- 
ment from  what  -sonroe  Bnch  tronfoles  £ow,  from  this  principle  I 
beg  leave  to  state  a  few*  facts  reiative  to  the  situation  and  Police 
of  this  Country  as  it  nowstands. 

The  settlements  upon  IlLe'  River  have  suffered  much  by  an  Innun- 
dation  of  Ice^  which  has"  swept  away  Greatest  pxrt  of  the  grain  and 
stock  of  all  kindsy  so  that  the  Inhabitants  sre*  Generally  very  poor. 
'  TTjpon  my  arrival  at  this  Place  the  fifteenth  Inst,  t  found  the 
People  for  the  most  vparl  Disposed  *  to  givetip  their  Pretentions  to 
the  Lands  Chiimed  nnder  Connecticut. '  Ha'nngm  Pretty  General 
Agencv  from*  the  Land  holders  "of*  Pennsytvunia,  I  have  availed 
myself  of'tbiB  Period/  and  haTe  Possessed  in  behaJf  of  my  Constitii* 
ents  the  Chief  part  of  all  the  Lands  occupied  by  the  above  Glaim^tSi 
Numbers  uf  them  sre  going  up  the  Eiver  to  settle,.hi  this  I  give  every 
Incouraffement  in  iny  power^  and  Take  care  to  fill  up  their  Yacslkcy 
with  weu  Disposed  Pennsylvanians,  I  think  il  is  right  to  Dispose  it 
the  others  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  Conducive  to  the  Peace 
of  the  stste^  by  granting  them  Leases  and  settling  them  remote  frraa 
each  ether^  yet  notwithstandrng  this  situation  of  affiiirs,  I  am  not 
out  of  apprehension  of  Trouble  and  Banger  arising  firom  the  ring- 
leaders of  tiie*  uM  offsndenr  who  still  stand  out  and  are  countenaikoed 
and  Incouraged  by  their  friends,  down  the  River.  They  are  waiting 
untill  the  troops  are  discharged  when  they  expect  to  have  recourse 
to  their  former  fkotious  practioes;  in  the  meantime  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  they  irHl  Bndeavomr  tospread  eveiyVileanous  report  that 
Malice  can  Suggest,  to  Endeavour' to  prepoesesa  the  minds  of  the 
Pttblick  against  our  Proceedings;  lexperienoe  faa8tau]rikt  us  that  tbey 
are  but  too  apt  to  succeed  in  thx)8e  cases,  \3tnt  I  hope  their  Base 
designs  will  appear  so  Conspicuous  to  all  public  Body's  and  the 
People  in  General,  Idiat  they  will  no  longer  necome  Dupes  lo  their 
Artifice. 

My  Coadjutors  with  myself  have  no  new  Claim  to  a  Citisendilp 
in  tms  state,  i  therefore  Humbly  hope  (that  if  any  Dangeroos  or 
Sedicious  Commotion  should  arise  in  diis  Country  so  Remote  frosn 
the  seat  of  Government)  that  it  may  not  be  Construed  a  Want  of 
Zeal  or  Love  for  the  Commonwealth,  if  we  should  through  dire 
Necessity  be  obliged  to  do  some  things  not  strictly  consonant  with 
the  Letter  of  the  Law,  I  call  Heaven  to  wittness  that  nothing  ahall 
Induce  me  to  do  one  single  Act  but  what  I  conceive  will  tend  to  tlie 
good  of  the  state,  and  the  Happiness  of  its  faithful  Oitiiens,  and  it 
shall  be  my  study  to  have  dl  my  actions  to  harmonise  with  its 
Peace  and  safety,  as  to  Merit  the  aprobation  of  Government,  if  the 
Troops  were  to  be  settled  with  and  Discharged  here  it  would  answ^' 


•pEWNiSTLVAlcik  ^AKCHIVBS  178i.  «76 

.  a  YaluBbte  PiupooBi  as  «  gooAj  ifmj  (£  tbem  would  iodiae  to  Btay 
at  this  place. 

X'  hftt*  tib^  H^nqjip*  to  Subscribe  myself, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  & 
y^nrj  Humble  Servant.  ' 

ALEX'R  PATTERSON,  - 
:    Wyoming,  April  29th,  J784. 

His  Exoellenoyi  John  Dickinaon,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia.  , 


JteLBaAT£a  IN  Congress  to  Prbs.  Pigkinsoit,  1784. 

Annapolis,  80tk  A^ril^  1784.  ' 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Esbdi'*  fettit  of  the  14ih  Inst,  ooyering 
sundry  resolutions  oith»  HosQithle  the  Oen'l  Assembly  relative  to 
the  Wybming  Settlers,  which  have  been  laid  before  Congress,  at  the 
game  time  we,  in  compliance  with  the  Instructions  of  the  Honble  the 
Oen'l  Assembly,  moved  for,  &  obtained  a  reconsideration  of  the 
reaelution  of  Congress  of  the  23d  Jan'y  last,*  directing  the  institution 
of  a  court  to  detennitto  the  private  right  of  soil  within  the  Territory 
formerly  in  dispute  between  the  states  of  Pennsylv*  &  GoBnectiouty 
the  Committee  to  whom  our  motions  were  referred  have  not  yet 
reported. 

The  Inclosed  proceedings  will  make  your  ExoelU  k  Council 
acquainted  with  the  determinations  of  Congress,  on  aaadjoumment,f 
a  temporary  form  of  Government,  for  the  Western  Territory,  and 
requisitions  on  the  States,  wt?  think  it  propper  to  inform  Council 
that  Capf  Carbury,:^  who  wae  Sun^eoed,  k  iDonftMesthimrif  to  be  a 
pribcipal  inatigatoir  of  the  late  tumultuous  behaviour  of  a  part  of  the 
PeoMf Ivaaia Tine,  ha«  haenlrithm  theaeibir  daTai)^|^ondod*  by 
•«baile8irB^GQAaiaBa8,h6  isnow  in  the  htmds  of  the  Civil  Authoriti^ 
of  this  State,  n^jedt.to  bo  deliveiiod  to,  that  of  P^imsylYwia  if 
/doBMaded*        >  . 

WitJb'  mnok  ^  reepeoty  we  have  the  .honor  to  be, 

Xcmr  Eioftllr*  naoat  obad*  and  most  H'ble  SerVt. 
THO.  MIFFLIN, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
BDW'DHANIX 
'.     In  coMS^eMe  of  out  Imifaniotiona  from  your  Honorable  Bo«d 
%»  btonght  UiVftiaA  in  Congress  the  Sal^ect  of  an  iadeiauufioation  to 
Oenf  1  WaAhingltfi  far  his  extra  table  ezpenoea  the  report  of  a  oom- 
•  snttee tb  iith<»i' theirottnesa  WM  veferted  is  not  yet  aoted  Qn.§ 

Hia  Eitir,  Jdm  Dickinson;  E^q^ 

♦See  page  650.  t  P»«^  571.       .  • 

X  See  page  74,  248,  292,  822,  SS4,  676,  and  Col.  Rec.  VoL  XTV.,  p.  lOS. 
{  Pages  161,  156,  185. 
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Bklimiates  in  OoNaBXBA  TO  Pftia.  DioKiNAoiry  1784. 

Att)iftpoHS;  Ihy  18th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  and  commtinioated  to  Congrees  your  Bxoel- 
len<^B  letter  of  ike  6fcb  Instant,  signify ing  the  desire  of  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil,  that  the  proofii  collected 
in  the  State  of  Penosylvania  of  the  crime  charged  against  Heary 
Carberry,  &  transmitted  to  OoBgrese  should  be  leinroed. 

Goifgress  have  by  the  enclosed  resolution  directed  the  Secretary 
to  transmit  to  year  Excell'y;  these  proofs,  which  will  be  done  by 
him  immediately. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect 
we  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Bxoelleney's  most 
obedient  Hble.  Servants, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
JOHN  MONTGOMJfiar, 
SDW'D  HAND. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  In  Council  Philad'a. 


No.  1. 

By  the  United  States,  in  Congrets  Aasembled, 

Apni28lh,1784 

The  Oommfltee  to  whom  It  was  Mifefrad  te  take  cider  upea  the 
report  of  a  Oommitlee  of  the  28d  day  el  April,  inata&t,  on  tim 
motion  of  Mr.  Read  of  the  16th  day  of  March  W    v 

Report,  That  in  virtue  of  the  sa  d  order  of  the  United  Steftii  in 
Congress  assembled,  your  Committee  *  took  nteaeoreB,  end  have 
oauMd  Henry  Oarbery,  late  a  Capiat*  in  the  Pemisylvania  line  of 
Continental  Troops  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  to  be  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  honorable  Robert  Ooldsborough,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  General  Court  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  examiB»- 
^fien  and  to  be  proceeded  against  aeoetding  to  law  aad  jvatise.  Tear 
Committee  have  caused  to  be  kid  betee  the  said  J^dge^  aU  smIi 
prooft  and  evidenees  of  the  nature  end  eJneumntaapes  of  the  emae 
chai^  against  the  eaid  Henry  Oarbery  ae  were  en  the  llleeer  m 
the  possession  of  Congress,  and  your  committee  infonAed  the 


Judge,  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Uoited  Stites  in  CoMreei 

Assembled,  that  the  said  Henry  Oarbery,  who  is  a  fugitive  from 

justice  ought  to  be  tried  according  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  in 

'which  State  the  offence  charged  against  him  was  committed,  and  to 


tb»  Lawi  of  lAfob  8l4t^  h%  li  aniieMble.  Y<M  <!o*i«rime^  reoMi** 
inend  ihat  thd  Eie<ra€l?e  of  the  State  of  Mifylaad  1>er6^Q60ted  tty 
t^ke  }>Yop«r  ttieasttreft  fbr  tiM  d^tery  of  tbe  body  of  tbe  said  H«iirf 
Oarb^ry  to  tbe  Bxeumtiv*  of  tbe  State  of  Penfiflyh Mia,  or  tbeiii 
ditder  tbat  be  may  be  d^It  witb  aoeording  to  Law. 

.  Beaolyed,  Tbat  Gongreas  agree  to  ibe  said  Beport 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

See'y.  " 


No.  2. 
Berin  O^inity,  as. 

'  Tbe  28tb  day  ef  Jtnte^  1789,  befcfire  me  Dadel  LevM,  BaqV, 
Pufttbotioftarf  <^  Ae  Oomty  of  Berks',  ki  tbe  Stile  of  PetiDflytta« 
Ala,  eaoio  Benjamiii  Spyker,  jo&ior,  and  beiu^  a#eiti,  eaStb^  tbaif 
abont  ten  o-clock  in  tbe  forenoon  tbie  day,  Mr.  Nicbolae  Bk<eeii]# 
«aUed  tipou  bim,  tbia  deponettt  to  Walk  aoroai  tbe  eti^ei  te  tbe  boaetf 
ef  tbe  said  Bromoa,  and  be  wenld  bear  aonie  tbkig;  libatf  tb^ 
deponent  went  aooordloglgr,  and  found  a  eetCain  Serjeant  Nagle  at 
ibe  por^  of  tbe  eaid  Broatvia,  wb^  aaao^gst  many  other  repniaehea 
ftpinst  the  Statoa,  fm  intettditi;  te  defraud  tbe  eeldiery,  also  nmde 
tbe  ibllomnc  exprasionB)  tbat  be  bad  reeehed  four  letters  when  ai 
Laneaatef )  wtrieb  were  not  signed  by  any,  Iml  feqnestkig  tbe  soldietti 
t»  oome  to  Pbilad'a  if  they  wanted  a  aettlement,  wbiob  letters  be 
beHered,  or  waa  snre,  ware  wrote  by  offleers.  tbat  one  bnndred  and 
twenty  odd  M^n  marebed  aeoordingly  from  Laneaater  for  tbe  Oity  j 
tbat  Ibey  were  deaerted  by  aamey  and  that  one  hundred  prtvatea^ 
famaelf^  and  a  Oorpond  eame  to  tbe  City )  tbat  a  Lientenant  who 
*l0o  w«8  eroaaed  SobnylkiU,  tb«  said  lieutenant  eame  a&d'inei  lfae»| 
tad  be|«ed  tbey  Wbobi  unfix  tbeir  Bayonets,  aftd  marofa  into  tb« 
Olty  wittout  beat  of  drum  j  tbat  they  obeyed  uniall  they  eame  ttf 
the  «Uy,  tbat^  tbaft  tbe  and  Nagle  ordered  tbe  lieutenant  to^it 
tbe  oommand,  and  that  tbey  knew  for  what  tbey  eame,  and  tbat  tb^ 
aaid  Nagle  gave  tba  oommand  to  file  Bayonets,  and  braoe  tbe  Drams, 
and  marobed  into  the  City,  witb  fixed  Bayonets  and  Musioky  and 
tbat  the  soldiers  from  the  Barraoks  oatne  to  meet  tbem  in  the  same 
manner,  and  that  they  were  applauded  by  tbe  Citizens,  for  looking 
after  their  just  demands.  That  when  they  came  to  the  Barracks 
they  formed  a  Garrison  having  field  pieces  and  ammunition  of  evenr 
kind,  in  plenty  Orape  and  wier  shot;  tbat,  then  tlye  said  Nagle 
witb  anotner  Serjeant,  were  deputed  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor^ 

aeaniDg  the  President,)  with  an  Instrument  of  writing  by  the 
rrison  agreed  upon,  and  had  orders,  strict  orders,  not  to  return 
without  having'  the  same  signed  by  His  Excellency ;  that  accord- 
ingly, tbe  said  Nagle  and  the  other  Serjeaiit  waitad  on  tbe  Prsaident 
in  the  morning,  who  knew  their  names  already^  and  ordevod  a 


boiOe  pf  witi«  «o  W  br#tigH  for  thwui  OAit  tb^y'dto^k  tha  Wiae> 
and  ikat  His  Exo^Ues^j  the  Premdetit  ord^md  another  boUle  of 
Wino  to  be  brQQglit  for  ^hem,  ibtA  then  il|c\yi  (meaoiog  bisMlf. 
9^  %h9  oth^  ferjeiiDt,)  told  ^e  QoverDor  ^b^t  (hey  did  not  oome* 
to  get  groggy,  buti  were  oome  to  obM^in  th^  3^a|  rigbte  and  deaired. 
him  to  sign  the  paper  which  they  brought,  and  gi^Te  him  an  half  aa 
bonrs  time,  that  after  that  time  was  expired,  they  gave  him  five 
minutes  aiore^  and  that  he  said  Nagle  ordered  the  other  Serjeant  to 
go  and  fetoh  the  Garrison,  and  that  Nagle  would  guard  the  Gover- 
nor;' that  His  Ezcellenoy  the  President  then  desired  that  he  might 
go  up-stairs  to  sign  the  same,  wfafeh,  then  the  Serjeant  refased,  but 
would  have  it  signed  in  their  psesenee,  and  that  His  Ezoellenoy  the 
President  sent  up-stairs  for  his  ink  and  pen,  and  in  a  most  trembling 
manner  signed  the  same,  (shewing  with  his  hands  howthe  IVesideBi 
fhOttUi  have  Aook)  Upon  being  isk^  by  the  depotent  the  par- 
port  of  tbf  paper  they  made  His  ExoeUenoy  8igii,flaid  Ni^lo  an* 
tw^red  it  was  an  engngem^nt  that  in  three  days  bo  aho^  give  theaa 
(^  fiaat  fiUBWer  how  they  saieaAt  to  settle  with  the  soldiery,  and  thai 
y^i  seme  quide  Congress  fly  that  night  to  PrincelowiL  And  fmrtbec 
^t  aaii  Na|^  jsaid  after  they  had  loimod  a  Cirde  in  the  Banaok 
nari^  a  perl^ii  wooden  loggnd  Morris,  a  Brother:  to  the  HonWe 
&9bert  Mortis^  Gsquire^  caaae  asioiig^t.  them  tp  make  $  apeeeb»  whoai 
tboy  soon  turned  off,  (telling  very  oppMbiena  Inngaego  that  he  madn 
llffe.ef|)And  thutin  the  preeenoe  of  His  EKoelliwoy  the  President 
ihn  Konble  ih^  Mejo^  General  SiaClair,  W9s  g<Hng  to  epeak  to  bim^ 
thie  mi  Nagle^  that  be  aoon  tnmed  him.off^  ^ling  him  be  bad  no 
bneinnsa  there  withjihemi  and  said  bad  be  appke  aey  more,  I  abonld 
|iave  told  him.  something,  end  on  being  asked  by  this  depooent| 

Ibi^  would  ynu  have  said  to  bim».eaid  Ki^le  annwered,  I  weuU 
Hfe  tol4  him,  I  ne? er  wfts  fomrteen  menths  nnder  airest^  for  oo«ar» 
^ee  and  nijsbehaTiour,  and  that  be  said  Nagle  ordered  off  Colonel 
Hnmpton;  aleo;  that  the  Militia  JMgb^  Horse  wereafrind  to  oqme 
nigh  them^  and  that  they  went  and  tore  down  all  ndvertiaements  or 
Proolainiitiona  against  them  from  every  lavem  tend  Comer  birag 
taken  down  aa  whole  arm  full. 

BENJAMIN  8P7KBB,  jim'r. 
Sworn  before  me  the  day"] 
flrat  above  written, 

Daniel  Lbvan. 


:i 


Berks,  88. 

June  28th,*  1783,  came  Nicholas  Brosius  and  on  his  oath  saith, 
that  he  heard  Serjeant  Nagle  tell  or  speak  all  the  words  which  aie 
inentioned  in  Benjamin  Spjker^  jun'r  deposition. 

NICHOLAS  BROSIUS. 
Sworn  before  me^  the^ 
^j  aboye  written, 

Daniel  Lbyan. 


:! 


MHNBixrjUiiA  ABQEnnn  inc         ei» 

Berks  County,  88. 

..  Jupe  28t^  1783|  Came  Johu  Snell  and  being  sworn  saith^  that 
lie  eame  io  Mr.'  Brosiaia'g  poroh  when  Serjeant  Niu{Ie  was  speakiof^ 
with  Benjanm  Spyker,  junior,  and  heard  all  firom  havinfi;  made  His 
^oellenej  the' President  sign  the  paper  poming  after,  having  fel  1 
of  his  March  and  drinking  wine  at  the  Presidente  houa%  but  mtvliig 
-  beaid  all  the  subsetinent  storj  of  said  Nagle. 

JOHN  SNEUU 
Sworn  before  me,  the ' 
4aj  aboye  written, 

Daj^iel  Levan.  ^ 

Copy. 


:i 


In  pursuance  of  an  ovder  of  17th  of  Mayv  1781^  MOt  i6  ^be 
Soj^me  Bzecwtlve  of  Pennsylvania  the  following  papers  Indorsed 
as  follows : 

.    1783,  jJaoA  8(K— DofKwtion  of  SeiJMUit  Biehard  Murthwaiit  of 
Invalids. 

1783,  July  2. — ^Deposition  of  Soloman.Townshendi  Seijeant  i« 
C(d»  Humptons  Begt 

!.    1783|  July    l.-7nI)eposition  Jiuosa.  Benqet,  Serjea&t    Mif^ 
Artillery. 

1783,  July  1.^— Deposition  Joseph  Morgan,  Serjeant  of  Artillery. 

Cppy  Read  June  12;  1783,  Deposition  of  Benjamin  Spyker  taken 
before  Mr.  Levan  of  Beading,  subject  of  a  Conversation  with  Ser- 
jeant Nagle. 

.No.  4. 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  17th  of  May,  1784,  sent  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  'of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  papers^  Indorsed 
as  follows : 

-    1.  A  letter  signed  Henry  Oarbery.  dated  Cape  Henlopen,  20th 
June,  1788,  diraoted  Major  WiUinin  Niohols,  Mero't,  Philadelphia. 

2.  A  letter  si^Md  H.  Oarbery,  dated  Chester,  June  26th,  1788, 
direeted  to  Mrs.  Mary  Carbeiy,  St.  Mary's,  Maryland. 

8.  A  letter  signed  John  Sullivan,  dated  The  Cape,' 80th  June, 
1788,  dKreeted  Stephen  Moylan,  Beq.,  Col.  Oomaaiid.  L.  IX 
JPhitadelpbia. 

4.  A  pi|per  signed  H.  0.,  J.  S.,  directed  Mr.  Wm.  Huston^  and 
^otttalmng  these  words—- Consult  your  own  safety,'  we  cannot  possibly 
-get  to  you. 

5.  Beport  of  the  Mutiny  by  Col.  Humpton;  24  Jwm,  1783;  i 
in  Congress  July  3d|  1783. 


6.  A  letter  tnm  Jftmee  Chruitie  to  the  Sapreme  Ex^o^tiTe  ef 
PeDDflyWenia^  &  a  Copj  of  CommiflsioB  or  appointment  of  Oflioera 
as  a  committee  hy  the  non-Cbms'd  oAceni  k  privBteB  !n  the  Ba& 
racks  at  Philadelphia,  read  80th  Jtme,  1783. 

7.  Demand  made  by  the  Matineerd^  Jnne  Slat,  1T8S. 

8.  Papers  signed  James  Bennet,  delivered  to  Supreme  Exeentire 
Oonnoil  of  Pennsyhimia — Read  In  ConRress^  JTnne  SOth,  1783. 

9.  Address  of  Mutineers  to  Supreme  Execntive  Council  of  Penti- 
syl^anifti  deli?er«d'25th  June,  1783,  Bead  in  Congress  June  80th, 
1783. 

There  are  copies  of  some  Pepontions  Which  will  be  sent  by  next 
post 


STo.  8. 
By  ike  Umtel  Stktee  hi  Gongreas  AflsenUedi 


Jby  VIA,  1784. 


On  motion  of  the  Delegates  of  PennsyWania. 

Ordered)  fkat  the  0eer«^afy  transmit  to  ihe  Supreme  Bxeontivv 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania,  all  the  papers  relatire  to  Ifce 
«as^  of  Henry  Oarbery,  whieh  are  on  the  ffles  of  Congress ;  and 
that  the  Secretary  in  the  War  office  deliver  to  the  said  Sxeeutmi 
iKioh  papers  tekti?6  to  the  smd  Kenry  Cerbery,  as  are  in  his  poasea- 
sion. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Sec'j. 


Port  Wardens  Td  Pua.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Wardens*  Office,  Philada.,  May  26th,  1784. 
OentlemeUy 

.  The  BoairdirfWafdens  of  the  Bart  of  Philada.  bee;  bate  terepM- 
sent^  that  injuries  frequently  happen  U>  the  nayigation  of  the  My 
&  Siver  Delaware,  by  evil  disposed  people  ttt«o?iag  the  Bnojs 
placed  for  the  direction  and  safety  of  V esadls,  and  by  tdung  oni  ftr 
MUiuit  the-  Fillings  of  the  Pimp  whereby  considerable  expence  is 
incurt'dp  and  the  good  intentiona  of  the  Lcigislatiire  msteate^ 
which  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Wardens  to  detect  or  prsTeai 
lodierwise,  than  by  offerhug  a  reward  for  uppireheiidikig  and  ecmtiot- 
ing  such  offenders ;  and  as  the  board  anprebend  they  are  nd  aotho^ 
rized  to  promise  such  public  Reward,  they  take  the  liberty  to  reoeM* 
knand  the  pmnisea  to  ti»  oonsillenti6n  of  your  ExoeUoMy  &  the 


I^EKNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1784.  ML 

honorable  Couoal,  being  well  pursnaded  tbai  socb  a  me«n»e  would 
have  a  salutary  effect.* 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect^ 
Oentleraen^ 

Tour  most  obedient 

and  very  httmble  senwtntS) 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 
SAML.  CALDWELL, 
TH08.  PRYOR, 
NATHL.  FALCONER, 
JOHN  HAZBLWOOD, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
IXrteted,  FRAN8.  GURNEY. 

His  Excellenoj  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Sxrpreme  Bzee^ 
iatiye  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


DKCSOATB0  IN  CONGBXSS  TO    PBES.  IhCKINSOlT,  1784. 

AnnapoHs,  2Sth  May,  1784. 

'  We  haTe  the  honor  to  aeknowhdge  the  receipt  of  your  Ezedlea^ 
dy^B  letter  of  the  4th  Instant,  desiring  our  Exertions  in  favour  of 
'Mr.  Robert  Bhewell ;  his  papers  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Commit- 
ileer;  when  they  shall  have  reported,  we  will  use  our  best  endeavors 
'to  prooure  for  him  all  the  aid  Congress  ean  give  in  his  ease. 

The  Inblosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  petition  fromi  Zebnlon  Butkff  aa4 
•iilkevs^  kiely  laid  before  Congre8S.t 
With  the  greatest  respeet^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Exeeirys  most  obedt.  k 
most  H'ble  Servants, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
Direeied,  EDW'D  HAND. 

His  EzcelFy  Jobn  Diekinson,  Esqr.,  in  Couneil,  Philadelpliia. 
Free— Edw'd  Hand. 


.  Ephraim  DotroLASfl  to  Sscl  A£MaTBON0, 1784. 

Union  Town,  29th  May,  1784. 
Sir^ 

In  obedience  to  the  instmotions  of  the  80th  of  April,  firom  your 
office,  I  now  transnjit  vou  a  list  of  the  several  townships  or  districts 
for  ofausing  Jnstioes  of  the  Peaoe  for  this  County. 

♦  See  Ool.  Reo.  VoL  XrV.>  p.  122. 
t  See  page  669. 
25* 
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By  the  aoe^flsioik  of  JaooVs-or^k  to  ibis  Oonnty,  Uieie  tre  two 
townships  added  to  the  return  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Coon^ 
oil  on  the  2d  l^ebroaiy  la^ti"^  anci  a^  I  therein  discriminated  tluwe 
townships  which  had,  from  those  whioh  had  Qot,  Justioes  of  the 
Peace,  I  will  only  now  fi^rtber  remark  tbaf  both  of  these  additionml 
townships  are  destitute  of  snob  officer. 

I  i^boQld  8oa9er  have  aqnonpoed  to  Council  the  names  of  these 
townships,  but  th^t  before  they  were  annexed  to  this  county  they 
made  but  one  distriot^  whioh  was  divided  at  our  last  seBsions;  and 
this  division  being  disj^grecabl^  to  some  of  the  principal  inhabitantSi 
(though  tibe  4i9tvict  wits  siud  to  be  near  fifty  miles  in  length)  1  ex- 
pected that  at  oTur  »e:]|t  eessions  the  Justices  might  probably  recon- 
sider the  matteri  wherefore  I  thought  it  might  £9  best  to  poatime 
th^  return  so  loAg)  but  as  all  the  townships  which  ei^sted  previous 
to  the  late  law  for  electing  Jusf^ees  of  the  Peace  are  established  dia- 
tricts  for  that  purpose,  I  conceive  it  will  not  now  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Justices  to  gratify  those  who  complained  of  this  division. 
V   There  is  so  seldom  a^  direct  conveyance  of  a  letter  from  thiaplaee 
to  Philadelphia,  that  I  expect  every  communication!  can  make  wiU 
be  .anticipated  by  some  other  ^rson  having  mor^  frequent  opparCo- 
nities ;  but  lest  my  silence  might  be  attributed  to  inattention,  I  wiB 
give  you  a  dtctoh  of  the  affidm  of  this  Oountey,  ahd  kayo  yoa  to 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  laying  it  before  the  HoaoxaUe  the  CJoqmL 
The  County  Commissionera  are  ao  mnok  counteracted  by  the  ndh 
blo  of  tiiis  country^  Uiat  it  f^poazs  hardly  nsobaUe  the  Tans  viH 
ever  be  oolleoted  on  the  present  mode*    In  tne  township  of  Manaitt 
tn  paitioulas,  which  ineludea  tfala  place  agreeable  to  ita  Kmita  in  the 
Duplicate,  the  terror  of  undertaking  Aio  duty  of  Collector,  ha«  dsiei 
mined  several  to  refuse  it  under  uie  high  penalty  annexod.    Two 
only  have  accepted  it,  and  these  have  both  been  robbed  by  some 
ruffians  unknopwn,  and  in  the  nigkt,  of  their  Duplicates.    The  inhar 
bitants  of  the  othar  townships  lm«  not  gone  such  lengths,  but  oom- 
plain  BO  much  of  the  hardslup  and  the  want  of  money  tiiat  I  fiear 
very  little  is  to  be  hoped  firom  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  banditti  from  Bucks-county^  or  aoiM 
others  eqiMiUty  bad»  or,  niore  probaUy  both,  have  established  them* 
selves  in  some  part  of  this  countrv  not  certainly  known,  but  thougjkt 
to  be  in  the  deserted  part  of  Wafiniagton  county,  whence  they  make 
frequent  incursions  into  the  settlements  under  cover  of  the  night, 
terrify  the  inhabitants,  somefcnes  beat  them  nnmeroilblly,  and 
always  rob  them  of  such  of  their  property  as  they  think  proper,  mud 
theuTOtire  to  tiieir  lurking  places.     What  seems  to  confirm  the 
belief  of  its  being  the  Doanes  or  their  comjmnions,  is  drawn  fron 
'  the  droumstanoes  attending  the  detoqtion  and  confinement  el  one  of 
the  sang  in  Washington  county  some  time  $£0^    After  this  aTotih 
had  been  r^cuedfrom  the  ^erffi's  guard  (Sere,  he^  with  other  of 
his  companions  caoi^  Ijp  t^  h(H]i;i^  of  th^  ]^;:j90iv  who  was  the  princi* 
*  Seejag^5(S&. 
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pal  m  iakioji  Iiiio^  robbed  him  of  his  bone  «ad  otber  properiji  and 
oautioned  bim  against  meddling  witb  any  of  tbenx  thereafter ;  and 
thia  ako,  added  to  Ae  frequeBoy  of  their  robberies  in  that  coanty, 
faVonn  the  belief  of  thefar  residence  there.  This  county,  howeyei^ 
mod  e.f en  this  town  has  snfiered  bv  thess  thoi;^  they  oauff  in  the 
diaraoter  of  thieves,  and  not  of  robbers  bare.  And  yet  notbtag  ba# 
been  aittempted  hitherto  to  punish  or  bring  Ihem  to  jnatice ;  partlyt 
perhap  because  there  are  not  yet  a  svffioient  number  provoked  by 
their  Wsaei^  but  principally  firom  the  improbability  of  sicoeedia^  jdi 
the  attempt.  For,  though  they  eannot  be  pointed  out  with  certamty 
or  prosecuted  with  sucoesSi  there  must  be  too  many  in  this  oountry 
who  give  them  support  and  assistance,  and  who  would  readily  notify 
them  of  any  preparatioii  making  asaxnst  them  ;  and  from  the  repre- 
sentation of  their  nnuber,  which  »  said  to  have  been  twenty-eight 
at  the  fovoivg  of  the  gpN>l  in  Washin^Ui  nothing  can  be  undertaken 
against  them  without  such  preparation  as  must  make  it  very  gene- 
jMj  known.  To  these  reasons,  perhaps  a  third  may  be  safely 
added  which  will  have  its  weight  with  many,  especially  those  who 
oonsider  themselves  most  exposed — ^the  fear  of  drawing  upon  them- 
aelvea  and  fthaiK  f^miUei  the  resentment  of  these  justly  dreaded 
ruffians. 

With  gt»it  restMtt^^  I  «m,  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  attd 

Obedient  servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS.  ' 
John  Armstrong,  junior,  Esquire,  Secretary. 


Jomi  DONITALDSQK  XO  PRIS.  l)lCKCNSON,   178^. 

Fhiladelphiax  June  L7th^  1734. 
Sir, 

As  I  shall  embark  in  %  few  days  for  Enrope  when*  my  private 
jAdrs  urgently  call  me— I  beg  your  Exoelienoy  and  the  hooorahkB 
snpreve  ezemtivecouncil  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  warden  of  the 
ftet  of  PhihMMpUa  m  my  stead. 

I  have  the  honoE  to  be  with  great  respect, 

^,  Tour  moet  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
JOHN  DONBTAIiDaON  * 

Bis  ExeeUeMi|7,  John  BickiBBOB,  BiM|.,  Pitmdent  of  the  Sapnns 
Eaeofttive  Gomiw  of  the  State  of  PenBSf  Ivama. 

♦  Col.  Rec^ToU  XIT..^p,  160^  he  wae  succeeded  by  Jos^h  Bullock, 
'fmie26. 


S84         waxtmrLVAmiL  Mxmsrss  ithl 

WAMiikNS  or  PHItADCLPHIA  TO  FUS.  DiOfflNSOlf,  1784. 

Wardens  Office,  Phikdelphia^  18ih  Jane,  1784. 

'  The  board  of  Wardens  of  the  pott  of  Philad*,  Beg  leave  to  infomi 
yonr  Excellencj  and  the  Honorable  Oouncil  that  Bf  r.  John  Bonnald- 
aon"^  one  of  the  Board  being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Bnrope 
bith  resigned  his  office,  by  which  his  place  is  become  vacant,  and  as 
(jhe  duties  of  their  appointment  frequently  require  a  full  Board,  they 
tequest  your  Excellency  &  honors  to  appoint  a  warden  in  his  stead. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  moat  obedient 

wd  very  hnmUe  servants, 

SAM.  CALDWELL,* 
THOS.  PBTOR, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
NATH.  FALCONER, 
JOHN  fi  AZBIiWOOD. 
JHreeUd, 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickenson  Esq'r.^  Ptaodent  of  tha  Si^reme 
Executive  Councu  of  Pennsylta 


OoliMZssioNns  ow  Washinqton  Co.  TO  Prxs.   Diokihson, 

1784, 

Washington  County,  June  28th,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  County  as  well  as  that  of  Favette  has  for  some  time  past 
been  greaUy  Infested  by  a  troop  of  Robbers  from  the  lower  parts  of 
the  sUte,  namely  Doanes  and  others  who  by  frequent  Burdaries  and 
Robberies  under  the  Countenance  and  protection  of  Divers  Eril 
disposed  persons  amongst  ourselves,  have  reduced  us  to  the  necessitj 
*ct  oaUing  out  parties  of  Militia  and  making  general  searoh  for  the 
•said  Bufglan  and  their  accomplices;  whereupon  the  said  BnrgUr% 
'«ith  numbers  of  Horses,  Nesroes  and  other  Valuable  property  of 
which  they  had  Robbed  the  Inhabitants  (in  the  most  Daring  and 
Lisolent  manner)  set  off  for  I>etroijk,  our  party  pursued  above  one 
hundred  miles  from  this  place  before  thev  overtix^  them.  HoweTer 
we  have  now  got  of  the  said  party  lodged  in  the  Goal  of  this  County, 
the  "following  persons,  viz.  Abndiam  Doane,  one  who  calls  himself 
Thomas  Richason  and  two  women  who  profess  themselves  wives  to 
rsome^of  <die  party,  ihe  remainder  having  escaped  o«r  most  vigilnnt 
pursuit,  altho'  we  have  Raoovered  the  greatest  part  of  the  prepertj. 
ne.hftVQ  also  Diyeirs  others  in  Confinement  and, under  Rocognisaiioe 
as  accomplices,  and  Expect  yet  to  make  farther  DiacoverieSy  bat  o«r 

*  See  page  688. 


JfmtSSthyASFUL  AMAtVJtS  1784i  68^ 

Goal  being  Very  IzKufficient,  and  thjs  aufte  Abraliaan  Dcmao  bavii^ 
\fe&a  Bescoed  from  it  once  before  by  an  armed  party  (of  which  you  ^ 
have  bad  Information)  we  are  obliged  to  keep  a  strong  guard  con- 
gtaotly  over  tbem^  and  not  having  seen  a  supplement  to  the  act^or 
apprehending  those  Yillians  (which  we  are  Informed  Exists)  araat 
a  loss  what  to  Do  with  them,  therefore  prays  the  Direction  of  Council 
in  the  premises. 

We  have  the  henor  to  be,  your  Exoelleney^s 

Most- obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 

VAN  SWBARINGElf , 
JAMES  MARSHEL, 
Directed,  THO.  SCOTT. 

Public  Service* 
His  E^ceDenoy,  President  Dickenson^  Philadelphia. 


Wardens  or  Philabxi^ hia  to  Pbbb.  Djcgonson^  1784. 

Port  of  Philadelphia^ 

Wardens'  Office|  June  24th,  1784. 
Sir,    . 

For  the  satisfaction  of  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  the  Board  of  Wardens  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
inclosed  State  of  their  Expenditures,  so  far  as  they  have  disbursed 
on  public  service  since  their  appointment,  by  which  you  will  se^«that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  sum  vou  were  pleased  to  grant  them  the  5th 
May  last  is  already  expended. 

The  Wardens  flatter  themselves  that  their  disbursements  will  be 
found  to  be  made  with  proper  Oeconomy,  and  to  answer  the  design 
of  the  Legislature  in  improving  the  navigation  of  the  B|^  &  Siver 
Delaifa^ ;  but  they  would  beg  leave  farther  to  observe,  that  the 
service  is  not  yet  Performed,  the  above  sum  being  expended  Chiefly 
in  preparation  for  the  services  meant  to  be  done,  which  were  specified 
in  a  rough  estimate  thev  had  the  Honor  to  lav  before  yon,  and. that 
there  are  Bills  not  vet  brought  in,  to  a  considerable  amount,  which 
must  be  paid  immediately.  To  complete  the  business,  they  estimate 
the  further  sum  of  at  least  Fifteen  hundred  pounds  will  be  iipme- 
diately  requisite  which  thoy  Respectfully  pray  may  be  granted  them 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

.    We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servants, 

FRAN'S  GUBWBT.. 
THO'S  PRYOIl, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
NATfi'ii  FALCONER, 
SAM'Xi  mU)W£I<L.» 

Hit  ExDcUenfly  John  DickiosoOi  Esq.>  PreHdiBnt,of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  page  160. 


{Wl  PSHN3YLYANU  AltOHiyitS  VfA 

Aeooanl  of  monies  expesMI  by  the  Wardens  of  ihe  Pari  of  Phila- 
delphia oat  of  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  five  hnndred  pounds 
-    receired  by  them  by  order  of  the  Hon'ble  Supreme  EzeentiTe 
'    Goancil,  dated  5th  May,  1784,  for  the  purpose  of  improyin^  die 
nayigation  of  the  Bay  and  Biver  Delaware. 

1784. 
May  14   Paid  DavkBevaa  for  Sloop  Two  Frieoda, 

now  called  the  Delaware £650 

.  ^     19    Paid  Luke  Shields  his  own  &  men's  ad- 
vanoe     wages — belonging    to     Sloop 
.    Dehbwwe..., 24 

«       «   Paid  M.  Keely  for  1,832  Gallons  oil  for 

UAi   House 210  18 

«       •<    Paid  J.  &  R.  Morton  for  Beef  ft  Pork 

forthe  Sloop  Delaware 8  10 

^     25   Pttid  ChrisAiaB  Emeck  poitevage  of  CK)       15  6 

**  ^^  Paid  Jamea  Pearson  for  au  order  drawn 
by  M.  Oumey  on  David  Rittenhouse, 
EJsq.,  being  the  balance  due  him  for  , 

work  at  light  House  last  winter .^^.-     86     X 

^  27  Paid  Wingate  Newman  for  a  Hulk  to 
fix  a  Beacon  on  Gross  Lodge  ShoaI| 

iitt  the  Bay..... 43 

>    u       ti   pjtid  Connymgham  ft  Nesbitt  for  Stone 

Ballast  for  Piers  ft  Hulk.^ 60 

June  2  Paid  Jose^  Marsh,  towards  improTing 
the  Hulk  to  fix  a  Beacon  on  the  Cross 
Lodge..., , 105 

**       9  Paid  drawiog  two  plotts  of  Ohevaux  de 

Priae 10 

**        '*  Paid  Greenfield  &    Humphreys  for  a 

Gomboose  for  Sloop  Delaware 8  15  9 

**  "  Paid  James  Pea^on  on  Account  of  ad- 
vance wa^es  to  workmen,  ft  materials 
for  repairing  the  Light  House 127  10 

«       "    Paid  G.  Beakley  for  a  Cart  for  Light 

House.. .V 22 

««    '  12  Paid  for  Painting  the  Cabin  of  Sloop 

Delaware 4  10 

«      "^  Paid  Samuel  Williams  for  nafls  for  Ught 

House ;... 8    6  8 

*•  17  Paid  Sam'l  Church  for  Boards,  planks, 
fto.,  for  Light  House  ft  Sloop  Dela- 
ware      14  17 

^     18  Hid  A.  St.  Clair  for  a  Cable,  bo't  at 

yeadney  far  the  Bulk ft   4 


June  19   Paid   J.  Harrison  for  a.  Telescope  for 

Sloop   Delaware 8     6 

'<  22  Paid  Old  ti,  Blewer,  for  Ship  Chapdlery 
ft  OaMn  ftrmlture  for  Sloop  Dek^are 
ft  for  L't  House...... ^    %2 

**       «   Paid  Gumejr  ft  Smith  for  a  Barrel  Rum 

1^  workmen  at  L't  Hotuse,  ftc,  6    5 


£1484    1  1 


Cbkjtitkiatb  CMP  WiLiPBim-^QniY^xxx  i>»  Frw^  1784. 

Warden'k  Office,  Philada.,  80th  June,  1T84. 
"We,  the  Stibscribers,  do  certify,  that  Levy  Holliugaworth  and 
Arthur  Donaldson  have  made  such  progress  in  removina  the  Chevaut 
de  Frise,  as  in  our  OpiuioQ  ju^tl  v  to  en^title  them  to  receive  ^he  peooni 
payment  of  One  thousaud  five  hundred  Pounds.. 
IRAK'S  GUBNEY,     1 
.      JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  J 

GBOReB  ORD,  V  Wardeiw  of  the  PoH. 

J0».  BULLOCK,  t 

8Ali'L0ALPW£U<.^i 
His  Bzoellency  the  PoendeBt^  ft  the  Hon'ble  The  S«frane  S» 
•ovtive  Ocnmcil. 


GOHMISSJQSmS  QY  W4iSHINQT0N  C0C^i(«TT  TO  BkQ*Y  jM^^TBONO. 

1784. 

ISTttsliingtoH  Ommty,  July  9tk,  1784. 
Sir, 

Your  Circular  Letter  of  the  14tli  April  lastf  we  have  received, 
we  as8ura.you  that  we  are  Diepoeed  to  Bisekarge  the  trust  reposed 
in  us  with  the  Greatest  punetuality ;  but  the  Distressed  situation  of 
our  frontier  Oounly  together  with  a  Dissposition  in  a  number  af 
people  for  some  time  past  to>  oppen  taaation  ipalaM  cmr  Bwiliesa 
very  Difficult,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  Collect  the  small  sum  of 
state  tax  laid  in  this  County  but  expect  to  have  it  done  very  soon, 
and  will  tvaBSBiil  it  by  tke  Eariioat  cffotOuohi^^. 
We  uresis,    . 

your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

GEORGE  MoCORMICK, 
lOMAa  LINDiSJUKY. 
JHrecieAf  Commisdonen  of  W.  0«*  '. 

PubHo  8crviee» 
Jobs  ArmBfapgpj^  Jun^i,  Bsq'ff>  PhiladelpUa. 

.    *  See  OoL  Rac.,  Vol.  XTV.,  p.  16^, 
t  See  pag-*  286. 


5M  PEKKSTLTANIA  AltCBYVSS  1784) 

EpHHAIH  DoUOIiASS  to  PrIS.  DXCKINSOIT;  1784. 

Union  Town,  llftb  July,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  tlie  commmnds  of  jonr  honorable  Boazd  of  the 
5Ui'of  June  last  I  take  this  first  oppoitnnitj  of  informing  Conndl 
that  there  hasyet  been  no  sheriff  for  the  Goontj  of  Fayette  separate 
from  Uiat  t)f  Westmoreland,  the  Sheriff  of  that  C!oQnty  oontinning  to 
do  the  duty  of  that  office  in  thia  as  before  the  division  and  no  bond 
has  been  taken  for  his  performance  of  it  in  this  connfjr  distinct  from 
the  other. 

Taking  it  for  certain  (Tonncil  have  been  informed  of  the  captoie 
of  some  of  the  robbers  who  haye  lately  persued  the  same  praotiees 
here  for  which  th^  fled  hither^  I  will  not  trovble  them  with  the 
particularB  of  that  transaction.  Eyei^  thing  in  our  power  has  been 
done  to  discover  their  connections  m  this  quarter,  yrithont  any 
certainty  of  having  succeeded ;  seyeral  haye  been  apprehended  on 
suspicion  and  three  from  a  greater  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
have  by  the  advice  of  the  Attorney  for  the  state,  been  recognized 
to  the  next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  oounfy.  The  otben 
have  been  released  without  security. 

/I  can  make  no  ^ther  communications  of  importance  enough  to 
merit  the  attention  of  Council,  onleos  what  relates  to  the  T^es  of 
this  county,  some  small  sums  haye  been  collected  in  some  of  the 
^omnAifB^one  of  the  colleotan  has  been  2x>bbed  of  what  he  bad 
gathered  by  the  same  banditti,  it  is  thought,  who  oommitted  dM 
other  robberies  in  this  county,  iomo  attempts  haye  been  made  to 
raise  the  money  by  the  sale  of  goods  taken  by  the  collectors  for  the 
taxes,  but  no  one  would  bid  for  them.  Thus  the  laws  are  eluded 
without  b^g  openly  opposed. 

.With  .tfact  utmost  reiqpect  for  everjjmember  of  your  honorable 
body,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
f  your  Ezoellency'a 

I  noet  humble  and 

devoted  servant, 
JDtre^Ud,  EPHRAIM  DOUaLASS. 

'    His  ExoelleBcy,  John  Biokinson,  Esquire,  President. 


Wardens  or  FmLADSiiPHiA.  lo  Pris.  Diob3H80N,  1784. 

Wardens'  Offiee,  Philadelphia^  July  13th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  Philaddphia  beg  leave  to  inform  yov 
ExoeUencyand  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executiye  Coulieil,  that 
they  have  succeeded  in  placing  a  Beacon  on  the*  shoal  called  the 
Gross  Ledffe  in  the  JBay  of  Beiaiware,  and  ace  happy  ia  a  §nD.  belief 
that  it  wQl  be  fiHUid  to  be  a  yery  m»t9iial  improyement  to  the 
nayigation. 


The  Wardens  hope  to  be  excaeed  for  the  Liberty  they  find  them- 
selves  tinder  of  again  requesting  the  attention  of  Council  to  their 
applioaticHi  of  the  22d  June  last,*  ibr  a  supply  of  cash  to  enable  them 
to  continue  their  plan  of  improvement. 

They  also  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  the  Sloop  Itehware  H 
now  in  port  and  shall  be  ready  to  attend  whenever  Counoil  riiay  h6 
pleased  to  signify  their  pleasure.  If,  however|  Council  sheuM  net 
have  occasion  for  her  before  Ten  or  Twelve  ikys,  it  will  aflbtd  thd 
Wardens  an  opportunity  of  employing  her  in  carrying  down  a  lead 
of  Ballast  to  the  Beacon,  and  some  oil  for  the  Light  Bouee,  mhkHk 
will  soon  be  wanted. 

The  Wardens'  accounts  for  the  three  past  months  being  neitly 
prepared,  will  be  laid  before  the  Comptroler  Gml'I  immediately,  bt 
which  their  eKpenditures  will  be  seen,  and  they  have  no  doubt  wiH 
be  found  to  be  made  with  proper  oeoonamy^  aaid  agreeable  (o4he 
design  of  their  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wi£h  great  respect^ 
Your  ExceUeney's 

Most  Obedient  ft 

very  humble  servant, 

By  order  of  the*  Board, 

ERAN&  GUaN?T,  Ft. 
•  BisBaeeUen^y  John  Ittokiilseil,  Ibqr,  Fsssideaai  of  the  Supwwi 
Saentif  e  OnuBsil  of  the  Stale  of  Pensa. 


Wabbxhs  or  Pmr«At>TWiFHU  to.  Pnia.  Hiotsnnov^  1784^    . 

Wscaens' Office,  Philadelphia,  July  23nl,  1784» 
Sir, 

The  Wardens  of  the  Port  heg  leave  to  infbrm  your  SaEaeMemiy  Jt 
Hie  HonoraUe  the  Supreme  Sxecutive  Counoil,  th»l  two  of  their 
Board  are  just  returned  flrom  Tiewing  the  proMedtngs  of  the  Ootf- 
traetors  for  removing  the  Chevaux  £  Ftfiie,  and  it  is  with  pleaauM 
they  oommunicate  that  the  Contraetors  have  already  effectually  re- 
moved fifteen  Frames  (a  list  whereof  is  Inclosed)  and  are  in  a  tur 
way  of  removing  in  a  short  time  all  those  that  most  Obstruct  the 
Navigation  of  the  River. 

I  have  &e  honor  to  bo,  ^'ery  mspeetfUly^' 
Your  £xcellene/s 

Most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

JACOB  8.  HOWELL,  Sec'y. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickenson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Sugnam 
Sxeoutive  Goun^  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
•  SeepegefiM* 


glXUATXON  OF  TKE  ChXVAUX  DK  F&IZE  THAT  HAVXBISK 
W4Ii9H£])« 

Three  al  Billio^oct. 

Obe  «!•  Fori  IsUnd, 

OneAfeSedSaok. 

One  Biioye4  off  Timber  Creek  mouth. 

Cm  od  the  point  <^  League  Island. 

Tw(»  ^  Botfle  poiat. 

Three  at  Gloucester. 

0«9  bek>w  Thotepaoa's  Wharf. 

Odo  oh  Windmill  Island* 

jQove  by  the .  information  of  Messrs.  ^oIlin09wo^th  &  DonaUsoai 

' .  deliyer^d  to  A  out  up  bj  Mr.  C^nrow. 


BeSOLUTION  op  COiTQBXBSy  1784. 

Br  the  Oommittee  of  the  States. 

July  27, 1784. 

•'  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  rf 
<9M4;re66  u^n  their  oi^er  of  the  17th  of  June  HSd,  <<That  a  Oom- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider  what  Utrther.  measuraB  ttaj  be  neoej^ 
sarj  to  compel  persons  who  have  receiyed  public  monies  to  acoow 
Beport ;  That  upon  inspecting  the  JoumalB  of  Congress  they  fiH 
iha(^  Congress  did  on  the  27th  February  1782  rescdye, «'  That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  these  United  States,  to 
make  provisien.by  law  for  the  speed  v  and  effectual  recovery  fr(^ 
individuals,  of  debts  due  and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  Statei 
That  on  aeaitching  thd  fOee  in  the  d&qgi  of  the  8aoretai>y'«f  CoBpes, 
your  Oommittse  do  not  find  that  any  of  the  legislatures  of  the  le^ 
pedtive  istates  have  made  the  povision  recommended  to  them  to  te 
fluids  by  Hhe  said  rdBolntdon  of  Congress ;  and  as  it  is  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  that  the  interest  of  the  United  States  hath  alrea^ 
aoffered  greatly  for  want  of  such  provision  &  doth  require  that  it 
should  be  made  hj  die  several  legislatures  without  \om  of  timei 
Therefore, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  jreeommended  to  eueh  of  the 
legislatures  of  these  United  States,  as  may  not  have*  yet  oompUed 
with  the  said  recommendation  of  CongresSi  to.  enact  laws  in  com- 
pliance therewi^,  as  soon' as  may  be,  and  for  empowering  such  nenos 
or  persons  a6  already  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  for  that  purpose,  in  their  name 
and  in  their  behalf,  to  commence  and  to  prosecute  to  final  decree, 
Jtrdgement  &  execution  any  action  or  actions,  billy  suit  or  plaint 
either  in  law  or  equity  wMch  may  be  prop^  and  noeoesary  not  oslj 
for  the  recovery  from  individoiJs  of .  debts  due  and  effects  belonging 


to  the  .United' States;  Imt  to  reooter,  aeovre  or  maintaiB  vty  ingfatB^ 
propenrtleB  or  interestg  to  the  said  United  States  appertaining  6rib« 
asy  hijnrf  or  damages  whatsoever  which  thej  have  sustaiiied  or  may 
fpoetaiti  thei^in.  And  that  it  be  farther  recoHtmended  to  the  legist 
ktores  of  the  sevand  sUtes  to  i^me  any  aot  or  acts  which  they  may 
pass  ill  punniaaee  of  the  foregoing  reeommendation  in  such  maniaer 
as  mayprodnee  a  speedy  A  effMtaal  deeisioii  of  aUsacb  biUs,  aotioft% 
soita  or-  plaints  as  may  be.  oommeaiced,  sued  or  prosaouted  for  tlvS 
purposes  aforesaid. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 

July  27th,  1784.  Pennsylvania*  Besolre  of  Oongress  for 
recovering  from  Individuals  debts  ilue  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

2.  If  any  Law  has  been  passed  on  this  aot  let  the  Secretary  send 
to  the  .Secretary  of  Congress  a  Copy  of  the  aot  entituled  <'  an  act  for 
the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts  of  the  United  Stateaitf 
» passed  March  20, 1788. 


,  Iff.  Wm.  Scott  to  Counoij,,  1784. 

Yorkf^^oly  28th,  1784. 
Kr, 

Ob  tiia  24£h  .instant,  I  rec'd  your  Circular  Letter,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  the  Order  of  CouncU,  send  the  following  Report-of  Arms, 
&o^  in  oiir  Coaqty,  vis. : 

Seventy.five  Musquets,  Twenty  Bayonets,  Eight  Cartonch  Boxes, 
and  Eight  Canteens. 
.    ..         am  with  due  respect, 
•     •  Tour  niost  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  SCOTT,      ' 
Lieut,  of  T.  O. 
fitrecUd, 

-  The  Honourable  John  Armstrong,  Bsqr.,  Secretary  in  Gonnoily 
Philadelphia. 

-  Favr'd  pr.  Ool.  Miller. 

Prs8.  BiOKiNaoK  TO  MsssBS.  BOTB  AND  Abhstrono,  1784. 

In  Council,  July  26th,  1784.   » 
Oentlemen, 

'  Tou  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  Council  m 
ap|K»inting  you  Commissioners,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  mvoh 
to  you  upon  tha  anb^est.    Ton  will  nae  the  utmost  diligtao^  to  fort 


OKI  WBOSfSIINASOL  AKGHVIS  ITMi 

wvd  the  tmboijmg  and  eqni^ng  of  the  IBBtift,  flo  ihal  iiitj»j 
mareli  with  all  possible  expedition.  We  doabt  not,  but  yot  v91 
«fiiBot«allj.^«Mrd,  that  in  their  noYemente  the  Tioepe  aie  nol  «» 
poeed  to  any  snrpriflal;  and  that  the  MiUtift  of  the  GoontieB  d 
Northampton  aad  Northnniberiaad  nay  aupport  eadi  olh^*  I^ 
vill  aet  in%ch  maimer  aa  to  eoDTinoe  the  laeargenta  that  while  «• 
an  determined  to  fatTO  Joatiee  rendered  to  all  peraena  witbeat  ^ 
tiactioii^we  ave  ako  leaolTedlo  preaerrepeaoeaadgoedttderwidun 
the  Commonwealth. 

If  this  end  oannot  foe  attaiiied  without  employing  force,  yon  will 
give  such  orders  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  advisable,  for  execatiiil 
the  1»W0  of  the  State,  and  impressing  &  juait  Beepect  for  tfiein.* 


HoM.  Edw*©  Hand  to  Pees,  Piokinbon^  1784. 

AnnapoUa;  80th  Jnly,  17U. 
Kr,  . 

I  this  morning  in  a  hurry  informed  your  Bxcdltaey  that  n  ^ 
ehange  of  The  Ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  between  the  U. 
S.  &  Qt.  Britain  had  taken  place  the'l2th  of  May  last  at  Pari^l 
diould  have  said  JPcusyy  I  beg  pardon  f<tf  the  mistakoi 
&  am  with  much  respect 

youir  Ssteell'y  most  obed't 

&  very  humble  serVt, 

EDWBBAND. 

His  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson;  Esq'r^  in  Ooanoil^  PhihMMpbis. 
.    FreeEdw'dHaAdL 


OmOEBS  Of  PUNNSTLYANIA.  LiNl  TO  PbX8«  DiOKINSON;  HM- 

Sir, 

Philadelphia,  July  30th,  1784. 

^e^officers  of  the  line  of  this  State  have  so  repeatedlv  addieeiea 
the  Council  &  Legislature,  and  have  experienced  so  muon  attentioa 
$0  their  remonstrances,  and  their  distiessea  have  been  so  ofbea  I^ 
lieved,  that  it  is  with  diffidence  we  again  resume  a  subjeet  whi^ 
cannot  but  be  troublesome  to  you,  and  we  aasve  yon  it  ia  paiflfiu 
to  us. 

We  have  reason  to  think  it  has  been  a  prevailing  opinion  that  tha 
Troops  of  this  State  hav«  received  greater  advanoea  £rom  the  SMte 
than  those  of  any  other.  The  contrary  will  appear  from  the  ineloee^ 
papers^  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

To  the  Virtue  of  the  men  in  this  State,  in  labouring  to  snp]^ 
the  Confederation  by  their  attention  to  Continental  measures  atoae, 

•  flee  fhehp  appointment  us  Oommlsri oners,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  1(18.  Bieft'^ 
going  appear  to  Jtotfafltofnttmollons^  bat  are  not  refunded. 


wmsstoEVJLmA.  abohitb  use        tn 

do  we  atiribiite  their  qiiota  of  Troope  being  left  80.iiiuch  in  arrears. 
We  are  as  deeply  impressed  as  perhaps  any  set  of  men,  with  the 
propriety  and  neoessity  of  still  snpporting  the  Federal  Union,  bq^ 
we  nope,  now  that  the  danger  is  at  last  removed  to  a  greater  distance 
iban  when  the  War  existed,  particular  attention  from  the  several 
States  to  the  distresses  of  their  own  Citizens  will  not  be  attended 
with  bad  consequeticea.  Sound  policy  as  well  as  Justice  points  out 
.the  propriety  of  all  public  servants  being  treated  impartially."  We 
apprehend  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  present  situation  of  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  other  moKle  than  by  the  several  States 
adopting  ways  &  means  to  oring  their  own  Citizens  on  a  level  with 
their  sister  States,  in  money  matters — on  this  head  we  shall  only 
add  that  we  consider  the  oficers  and  soldiers  of  this  State  hr  behina 
the  public  Creditors  of  this  or  any  other  State. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  for  appropriating  a  Tract  of  land  for  the 
Troops,  we  c()neelYe  requires  sundry  amendments,  whicb  will  doubt- 
Jess  occur  to  you  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  turn  to  it. 

We  have  every  reason  to  beheve  your  Excellency  ft  Council  are 
disposed  to  give  your  influence  to  reasonable  ft  iust  measures,  and 
shall  not  therefore  trouble  you  with  any  further  detail,  nor  presume 
to  point  out  a  mode,  but  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such 
Steps  as  you  shall  judge  most  expedient. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

A'  S»  CLAIR, 
ANT^  WAYNE, 
W-  mVINE, 
Directed;  RICH*  BUTLER. 

His  Exoellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 


CoMMiasioifCBS  ow  Wb^tmobsi^and  Co.  90  Pbbs.  Duokihbov. 

1784. 

Westmoreland  C6unty,  Aug't  5th,  1784. 
Honorable  Oentlemen, 

Inclosed  we  send  you  the  Depositions  of  the  Collector  of  Spring- 
bill  TownshiD  ft  hopes  you  will  proceed  in  it  as  you  in  your 
Wisdoms  shaU  think  meet,  Mr.  Wm.  Jack  the  bearer  one  of  the 
Commissioners  can  inform  your  Honors  more  particularly  the  cir- 
cumstances orthe  County. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Honors  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  ServantSi 

JOSEPH  McGABRAUGH, 
ALEX.  BARR, 
Dtrectedj  Commiss'rs. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Favored  by  Mr.  Wm.  Jack. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  161. 


Ml        iMassnviaak  ABCBiYn  isu 


No.  1.  DBPoamoN  of  James  Bsui,  1784. 

Fayette  County  Ss. 

.  The  examinatioD  of  James  Sell  of  George  Towoship  and  Count} 
aforesaid  taken  on  oath  before  me  the  subscriber  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  in  &  for  s*  County  the  5th  Day  of  June^  1784,  who  saith  that 
m  the  ni^ht  between  the  2d  and  3d  days  of  this  Inst,  he  being  ia 
the  Dwelling  House  of  Philip  Jenkins  Collector  of  the  Township  of 
Springhill  in  s'  County  and  about  nine  o'Clock  of  the  same  night 
Came  in  three  men  with  pistoles  Cocked  in  their  hands  who  ffitd 
violently  assault  &  ^eat  him  the  s'  Jenkins  and  Demanded  hit 
Dublieate  and  money  with  their  Cocked  pistols  at  his  Breast  and  he 
got  up  &  went  to  the  Room  where  bis  Dublieate  was  while  one 
stayed  and  •  kept  said  Deponent  on  his  seat  but  he  understood  thej 
Robb'd  s*  Jenkins  of  his  Dublieate  warrant  &  mopey  &  threatening 
if  Ever  he  had  any  Concern  with  the  Business  they  would  ban 
him  &  all  he  had^  or  if  any  other  persons  had  any  Concern  with  ii 
they  would  do  so  to  them,  one  of  them  was  a  Tall  man  with  a 
Hunting  shirt  on,  another  was  of  a  middle  size,  had  on  a  Hunting 
shirt  and  trowsers,  the  other  was  a  less  sized  man  with  a  Huntiog 
shirt  &  Trowsers  on  and  all  their  faces  were  streaked  with  Black. 

JAMES  BELL. 
Taken^  made  &  signed  the  Day  &  year  above  written  before  me. 

ROBERT  RICHBY. 


No.  2.  DsposinoN  of  Philip  Jjbnkins,  1786. 

Fayette  County  Ss. 

The  Examination  of  Pbiiip  Jenkins,  Collector  of  Springhill 
.Tovoditp,  Coinrly  afiores'd,  Taken  upon  OaUi  faafore  me  a  jmtiee  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  s'  County  the  seventh  Day  of  June,  A.  D* 
1784^iwho  saith  that  in  the  Night  Between  the  2d  and  3d  Day  of 
this  Instant  Between  9  &  10  o'clock  of  the  same,  there  suddenly 
Rttsh'd  in  at  the  Door  of  my  Dwelling  house  three  men  each  one 
having  in  one  hand  a  Pistol  in  the  other  a  Club,  and  as  quick  as  the 
step'd  on  the  floor  Each  one  Cock'd  his  pistol  (and  all  the  famil; 
together  was  sitting  before  them  and  also  some  others  that  had  comtf 
to  accompany  us  sitting  up  with  a  sick  Child  then  in  the  Cradle,) 
then  they  said.  Every  one  sit  still  the  first  that  moves  is  a  Dead 
person,  then  turniuff  their  faces  right  to  me  said  where  is  the  man 
of  the  House  with  that  they  step'd  towards  me  and  said  here  is  the 
Rascal  and  Deliver  up  your  Duplicate  and  papers,  with  that  gave  n^ 
a  stroke  on  the  head  and  I  said  pray  give  me  time  and  got  up  to  go 
into  the  Room  to  get  the  papers  and  two  of  them  followed  me  and  I 
gave  them  the  Duplicate  and  warrant,  now  said  they  Deliver  joor 
Cash,  then  said  I  my  Cash  or  what  I  have  Collected  ia  so  tnfliog 
it  is  not  worth  your  while  to  Robb  me,  you  Damn  Rascal  said  thej 


DontBtf^nd  to  prate,  and  with  tluit  did  most  y^olently  Beatjne  with 
their  Oluba  va  iny  head,  then  I  pull'd  out  what  T  had  !n  tny  Pocket 
and  said  Dont  abuse  me  in  such  a  manner  there  is  the  money^  then 
tl^ey  said  give  us  more,  I  said  I  had  non^,  with  th.at  the  held  l^eir 
Cock*d  Pistoles  to  my  Breast  and  swore  saying  they  would  Blow  me 
thro',  while  the  Pistoles  was  at  my  Breast,  f  said,  Gentlemen  Do  not 
I  beg  of  you  take  all  my  money  for  if  you  want  to  stop  the  tai 
.lifting  your  haveing  the  papers  is  sufficient  and  Do  not  be  so  Cruel, 
then  they  grew  furious  and  again  Beat  me  and  said  give  us  your 

?istol  I  said  I  own^d  none  upon  which  one  of  them  said  to  the  other, 
seen  him  have  one,  then  I  said,  it  was  none  of  mine  and  that  it 
was  Col.  Oaddis's,  upon  wliicfa  they  said  Gaddis  was.  a  Clever  fellow 
he  Didiver'd  up  Uke  a  ma^  but  I  was  a  DamnM  Bascal,  I  Den/d 
what  I  had  and  then  made  me  show  them  the  pistol,  then  they  swore 
they  would  search  all  the  House  but  they  wou'd  have  all  the  money 
and  accordingly  one  of  them  set  about  it  with  a  Candle  in  one  han(l 
and  his  pistol  and  Club  und^r  his  arm  while  the  other  two  meh 
kept  guard  and  when  this  Searcher  for  the  tax  found  the  money  it 
made  him  merry,  see  here,  said  he  taking  up  a  handful  of  Crowns 
what  a  heap  and  the  Damn'd  Bascal  Deny'd  it,  thus  he  went  on 
and  seairohed  Ehrery  plade  in  the  House  till  hd  fovnd  tH  th#  money 
both  publick  and  Private  that  was  in  the  house  and  then  all  three 
Btobd  before  me  add  Detsanded  of  me  if  Ever  I  woilld  have  anv 
more  to  Do  with  tax  gathering,  I  said  I  Did  not  think  I  show, 
you  Damn  son  of  a  bitchy  says  they,  if  you  do  co  Oolleoliag  4iny 
more  and  Distreosing  for  the  tax  you  will  be  a  Dead  man  and  we 
mSl  bun  all  you  have,  God  Damn  you,  Bkyn  they,  we  have  great 
mind  now  to  smash  you  to  the  Earth  and  lift  up  their  Olubt).  but 
only  one  beat  me  and  he  not  on  my  head  bat, on  my  side,  saying, 
the  first  man  that  is  ooneem'd  with  tax  ffatberins  is  or  shall  Be  a 
Dead  man,  they  also  Eobb'd  me  of  a  pocket  Bottle,  my  Razor  and 
some  soap,  one  of  them  was  a  man  about  six  foot  or  more  Large 
Ey^  inefining  to  clear,  large  nose  and  mouth  and  Remarkable  long 
neck,  having  on  a  hunting  shirt,  yellowish  under  jacket  having  Us 
middle  tied  miix  a  spoted  handkerchief  Red  and  white  woolen  over- 
alls, and  the  other  was  a  middle  sis'd  man  with  Trowsers  and  hunting 
•hirt  oB,  the  other  waf  soniediing  less,  had  on  a  trowsers  and  hunting 
shirt,  they  all  had  their  faces  streak'd  with  Black  two  of  them 
Gould  speak  Dutch,  one  had  they  Dutch  Dialect  on  his  tongue.  But 
I  knew  them  not,  nor  had  no  euspieion  who  they  were  by  their  voice 
or'toluresy  the  sum  of  money  that  was  public  properly  that  I  wa« 
Kobb'd  of  was  twenty  one  pounds,  fifteen  shilling  and  seven  pence^ 
mf  m^ney  iraa  about  forty  shilliogs. 

PHILIP  JENKINS. : 
The  above  Wrote  by  the  Deponent  &  Uwore  to  before  me. 

JOSEPH  McGARRAUOH. 


CqXSWWU  Of  CXNSOftS  TO  PUBCU  Pl€SIN80Kj  1784. 

.  I  am  dirscted  by  Council  to  write  to  you  for  the  miDateB  oC  m 
CQKQvil  of  safety  aoting  under  a  I^aw  passed  the  13(h  day  of 
Oatober,  1777  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  Resolution,  (vii.) 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  Prest.  do  write  to  the  Honble.  £xectttiY« 
Gounoil  to  furnish  this  Council  with  the  minutes  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  aeting  under  a  Law  passed  the  13th  October,  1777. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  very  Humble  Senranl;^ 

JOSEPH  HART,  Presi'dt  Pro.  IVbl 
'  Directed, 

John  Dichinson  Esauire,  President|  and  the  Supreme  ExecutiTe 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pcnnsyhania. 

Augk  6th;  1784. 


CoimoiL  or  Oemsoiui  to  PresI  DiOKintoir,  1784. 

Chamber  of  the  Gomnoil  of  OiBsoni;  Angost  7th,  1784. 

Pnnoant  te  a  Resoktion  of  die  Council  of  Oenaoni  I  fB(p^ 
yont  EsoetleMy  and  the  Honoiable  the  Oouneil  to  trantnnt  to  tU» 
Cmnoil  the  Book  or  Books  in  whioh  the  tf  inutes  reapesting  Oos- 
flacated  Pti^rty  are  kept. 
with  great  respeot, 
I  am  your  Excellency's  &  the  Honble. 

the  Council  most  obed.  &  humb.  Servt. 

JOSBPH  HART,  P»«flt.  Pr».T» 

[Read  and  the  book  le^ealed  deld.  t^  the  Se<^,] 

Hi$  Excellency,  the  President  and  the  HonUe.  the  SapnM 
'  Executive  Council. 


Mksbbs  Bowkn  and  Beattt  to  Prxs.  Dickihsok,  1T84. 

PhOada.,  Augll8tii,1784. 

Sir, 
'  We  aro  sorry  to  inform  year  Exedleney  in  Oomaeil  that  we  bsve 
been  mistaken  in  calculating;  the  necessary  time  for  issuing  }^ 
final  settlement  Certificates  m  the  City.     The  number  of  onginv 
proprietors  applying  here  greatly  exceed  our  expectations  the  nsDj 


PXlOrSYLTANIA  AAOHITBS  1784/  Wl 

i«NNtf)6nitm^  l^ait  iMive  tdkfea  pllt<Je  iti  the  Lme  render  tb«  tfn^h 
f«r  indiYidoal  aeconnts  in  Ifae  diffttent  RegU.  and  at  differmt  periodM 
te4ioiui  k  pusfeUiig,  tmi  miioh  more  so  when  povcrt  of  uttoni^y  nnd ' 
ttuefe^e  are  prodttoed  whichae  Idom  raoite  eiMer,  of  thara  we  harve 
re^t^red  more  than  eight  hundred  and  oaore  are  daily  ooming  in. 
We  haT^ndeaTOured  to  pbt  off  Isaaing  to  file  fniehaMie  'till  the . 
original  proprietors  who  oontinne  to  crowd  on  U8  decreaae  in  nnm*-  • 
ber  atkd  we  are  incettantlj  importuned  &  sometimes  threatened  by 
Beemlators,  eome  of  whose  demands  on  ns  would  take  several  dagrs 
to  settle. 

For  these  reasons  we  beg  Council  to  give  sanction  to  the  follow*- 
ing  times  &  places  of  issue  instead  of  those  we  have  advertized,  and 
we  will  spare  no  paint  to  give  timely  Jk  general  notice  of  the 
alteration. 

In  Philada.  to  Sept.  dth. 
'  at  Easton  from  Sept.  13th  to  the  19th. 
^  at  Beading  from  Sept.  22d  to  Octo.  8d. 
at  Lebanon  from  Octo.  6lh  to  the  18th. 
at  Lancaster  from  Octo.  I5th  to  the  24th. 
it  York  town  from  Octo.  26th  to  Nov.  7th. 
at  Carlisle  from  Nov.  10th  to  the  25th. 
'  We  have  conaulted.some  Gentlemen  who  Are  bf  opinUm  that  it  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  attend  at  Fort  Pitt  and  as  the  season  wilt  be: 
fltf  advaaoed  we  bee  Couneil  to  cBspenoe  with  6ur  attendance  there. 
We  have  Ae  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Hbble.  Servts. 
T.B.  BOWEN,)  .   . 
E.  BEATTY.     J  ^^' 
Direcled, 
His  Excellency  John  Diokinsoui  Esq.^  President  in  Coaneil. 


DspOBinoK  Btspsornro  Aahoh  DoanS|  1784. 

The  foHowing  persons  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexefd,  proving 
the  identity  of  a  Certain  Aaron  Doan  formerly  of  Bucks  County  in 
the  province  of  Pennsylvania  taken  in  Baltimore  County,  Maryland, 
by  Capf  n  Joseph  M^tJlennan  A;  Aamos  Ogden*  as  the  prosoribed 
Aaron  Doan  by  thd  proclamation  of  the  Bonourable  the  Council  of 
this  Commonweal^)  bearing  date  the  18^  day  of  September;  1788, 
are  as  follows — taken  August  14%  1784. 

M'.  Hark  Walpeny  sayeth  that  he  cannot  say  Certainly,  that  he 
is  the  Aaron  Doan  pros<Sribed,.but  is  Certain  that  the  prisoner  is  the 
teputed  son  of  Joseph  Doan  of  the  Township  of  Plumstead  in  Bucks 
Gottixty  k  hath  Knowledge  of  said  Doan  about  thirteen  years  sinoe 
and  further  sayeth  not. 

MASK  HAPENY. 

«  See  Col.  R«).,  YoL  XIV:,  p.  179,  and  page  848  of  this  YoL 
Vol.  X.— 26 


5M  PSmrSTLTANUk  MUJHITIS  17S4 

OqplP  Robert  OibMo,  sayeih;  I  hay«  known  flie  pramr  Aim 
Boaii  WB  iMToscribed  in  Ihe  Proclamation  of  the  HonoanUe  tbe 
OoQBoil  of  the  Oonmonireahh  of  Pennfljhaiiia  bearing  date  thif 
TfairteeDth  day  September,  1788,  and  know'd  him  from  his  ehiUhood 
having  laboored  for  me  some  time  ft  that  he  the  said  Aaron  is  the 
repat^  eon  of  Joeef^h  Ooan  the  Blder,  of  Baoka  Ooonty  in  Ae  8Uta 
of  PennsylTania. 

BOB'T  GIBSON. 

Done  in  the  goal  of  the  Oity  and  Oonntj  of  Fhilad'a,  Angast  U* 
1784, 
Present, 

Thos.  Proctor,  Snp't. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Meesrs.  Mark  Halfpenny  ft  Bowrt 
Gibson,  being  severally  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almiriitj 
Ood,  did  depose  ft  say,  that  the  contents  of  what  they  have  before, 
on  the  other  side  of  this  leaf,  respectively  snbscribed,  are  jnsi  fttroe 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief.  Given  under  my  haod  at 
Philadelphia,  this  14th  day  of  Augaat,  1784. 

THO.  M'KEAN. 

Angnst  16di^  1784.  Certifioate  and  depositions  relating  to  Aaron 
Boun,  an  attainted  Traytor. 

Bead  in  Gonneil,  August  16th,  1784,  ft  order  drawn  in  &w  of 
Captain  Joseph  SicGlellan  and  Amos  Ogden  for  XSOO  0  0. 


To  all  whom  these  May  concern : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  Beceived  by  the  Hands  of  Cap<»A 
Joseph  M*Gleland  and  Amos  Ogden,  The  Body  of  a  certain  Aaroa 
I)oanc  committed  To  my  Keeping  by  The  HonoraUe  Thomas 
M^'Kean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  commoa- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  who  confesseth  this  Day  that  he  is  the  Son 
of  Joseph  Doane,  the  Elder  late  of  Bucks  county  and  brother  To 
Joseph  Doane  the  Youn^r,  Now  under  Sentence  of  Death  in  the 
county  of  Bucks  and  that  ne  is  the  same  Aaron  Doane  Named  in  t^d 
Proclamation  Issued  by  bis  Excellency  The  President  and  the 
Supreame  Executive  Council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania 
aforesaid,  and  he  the  said  Aaron  sayeth  There  ia  no  other  Aaroa 
Deane  but  himself  and  that  he  saw  bis  Name  in  with  his  Brotben 
and  others  in  the  same  Proclamation,  and  I  have  his  Body  Now  a 
the  Goal  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  August  the  14tli 

JOHN  BEYNOLDS,  Gaoler.* 

Countersiffned  by 
Tho8;H«Exan. 

«  See  {)ftg»  348* 
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RsTUEN  or  OmciBs  or  Militia,  Cubcbbblaio)  Countt. 

A  Return  of  the  names  and  Bank  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe  MIKtia'  of 
Cumberland  County. 

No.     .    First  Battai*.      Lt<  Col'  Sam^  Irwin.  Maj' John  M^^Donald, 


Captains. 

Isi  James  Sajers, 

2d. 

8d.  William  Dunnon, 

4th.  Thomas  Laird, 

6th. 

6th.  John  M^Cormick, 

7th.  William  Wiley, 

8th.  James  Bell. 


Lieutenants. 
James  Brookfli 

James  Giffon, 
Robert  M*Mcan, 

8am*  Clendening, 
Thorn*  Warton, 
David  Walker. 


Ensigns. 


John  Bell, 
Thomas  Starr, 

David  Bell, 
John  Noble, 
Mathias  Sailor. 


Seoond  Battallion.  Lt^  Ooli  Patf^  Jack.   Major  John  HoRiday. 


1st.  William  BAnnells, 
2d.    William  Smith, 
8d.    Thomas  McDowell, 
4th.  Joseph  Cnlbertson, 
5th. 

6th.  Philip  Daviss, 
7th.  -John  M^'Connel), 
8th.  Samuel  Patton. 


Bobert  Thompson, 
Jeremiah  Bankin, 
Sam'  M^Ilhatton, 
Jleaben  G-iUespey, 


James  Moore^ 

Joseph  Kyle, 
Edward  Welsh, 
William  Sharp, 


W- Duffield,  Jun%   Sammcl  Dougharty^ 
James  Caldwellj       John  Caldwdl. 
David  Sheiids.  John  Dougharty. 


Third  BaitalioQ. 

1st.  William  Swanoey, 
2d.    WilKam  Lindsay, 
Sd.    John  Carolhers, 
4th.  Thomas  Kennedy,* 
6th.  WiU-  Denney, 
6th.  James  Douglass, 
7th.  Thomas  Bnsline, 
8th.  James  Irwin. 

Fourth  Batt*. 

Int.  Mathew  Thompson, 
2d. 

8d.    Alexander  PeeUes, 
4th.  Noah  Avaham, 
5th.  William  Strain^ 
6th.  8ato>  Walker, 
7th.  Wiilkim  IMder, 
»th.  WiUi>  Moorhoad. 


Lt«OoI'Tho*Oil>son. 

Sam*  Woods, 
Bobert  OampbTe, 
John  Love, 
William  Wallace, 
Abraham  Line, 
David  Williamson, 
Samuel  Stuart, 
John  Patterson, 

L*C*"B**Culbertson. 
Alex*'  Thompson, 

Tbo*  Cummins, 

ArphibaM  Elliott, 

Thieophilus  Cesna, 

James  Johnston, 

John  Anderson^ 

Bobert  Qnigley, 

•  JSlMtian  dMp«lf4« 


Major  John  Jofcda^. 

Bobert  M-Bride, 
William  Harvey, 
Henry  Hayes, 
Philip  Miller, 
William  Piper, 
Martin  Bower, 
Robert  Barkley,    ' 
George  Leffever. 

,  Major  Isaao  MUleti . 
James  Johnstoi^ 

Jaeob  Millfron, 
Bobert  AiPConnell, 
William  Scott, 
Thomas  Barr,    ' 
John  Camble,       ^ 
Da^&ittiend.       ^ 


eoo 
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Captains. 
Fifth  Battalion. 

Isi.  Bobert  €oott| 
2d.    John  Bachanani 
8d.    Edw^  Grahams, 
4th«  James  Miller, 
6th.  Michael  Manual, 
6th.  John  Beattey, 
7th.  William  Trusdale, 
8th.  John  Gill, 

Sixth  Battalion. 
Ist  Marshal  Standly, 
2d.    Hugh  MeOkllan; 
8d.    James  Martai% 
4th.  James  M^Clure, 
6th.  Richard  Ooulter, 
6ih.  James  Bums, 
7th.  William  Holt, 
8th.  Ahtr  RoblsDti, 

Seventh  Battalion. 
Captains. 
Ist.  James  Hnrrall. 
Bpenetas  Hart, 
James  Moote| 


Lieut^,  Ensigns. 

L«  C«*  Dav*  Mitchell.Major  James  Fiflher. 

James  M^lxire,  James  Officer, 

James  M«Cabe,  Will-  Bodgers, 

John  Richardson,  James  Allen, 

Daniel  M«Clintock,  Robert  M«Kee, 

Francis  Cowan,  Will*  Graham, 

Will-  Galbreath,  James  Beattey, 

James  Blaine,  Arohib*  Lowdov, 

Sam^  Logan,  John  Gardner. 

L*  C»»  A»*  M^Dhatton.  Major  Bob*  Msaiw.; 

George  Mitchel,  Henry  Huble, 

Joseph  Oonltori  John  Reed, 

Joseph  Adams,  Andrew  Small, 

Moses  Thompson,  John  Beatty, 


2d. 
8d. 
4th. 
6th. 
641. 
7th, 


Jolin  SittiYty 
John  Biddle, 
8th.  WIU«  Wilaoii, 

Eighth  Battalion. 

1st.  Tho*  Johnston, 
2d.    Hugh  Wiley, 
8d.    John  M^Conkey, 
4th.  Jacob  Stotlar, 
6th.  Daniel  Clapsadler, 
6Ui.  WiU-  Berryhill, 
7in.  John  Andrews^ 
8th.  John  Stitt. 


James  Dickson, 
Robert  Lodimore, 
John  Lyons, 
George  ^ratton. 


William  Bratton,  J'. 
John  Kelly, 
James  Narey, 
Jacob  Barabar. 


Lt*  Col*  W-  M'Coy.  M«*  R^  M^CalB^. 

Lieutenants.  .  Enrigns. 

Will-  Stuart,         '  John  Robison, 
Peter  Lintner,  James  Neilson, 

John  Keams,  Samuel  Other| 

tVancis  Inness^         John  MOonnell, 
Will-  Riddle^  Stephen  Tenniss, 

Will-  Haidy,  David  ClajtML 

Lt*  Col"  JaP  Young.  W*  Tet^  Campble. 

Richard  M'Lene,      John  Irwiiif 
Archibsld  ThompsonJohn  WUkins, 
Peter  Snider,  Jun'.  Moses  BlakbarOi 


irever  oniaer,  oi 
Samuel  StotLuTi 
Tho-  Wallace, 
Will"  Downey, 
Peter  Bonebridc. 


James  Bobisoiii 
John  Tonng, 
James  M^'Ii^rSy 
Joseph  Thorn. 


Offioevs  of  the  IVo^  of  light  Drft^ooi£(. 
Oaptain.  lieut*.  Cornet, 

John  Johnston*     '  Johii  M«Curdy».        ^Thomas  Alexander. 
I  do  Wsby  Certify  that  the  abote  is  a^me  BoHini  of  tlie  effiosn 
of  Oumberlaad  Coui^y  MUilia  aa  jhr  as  I  got  retaiH^  or  was  sble  i« 

*  Bsdlomi  sinse  Ike  «le6ti*n.  « 


jrwNinTiJiu  ABOBins  itba        on 

fltokft  appMimento^i  dot  tiiae  mrea  vnitr  »▼  hand  Uui  1%^  dat 

AB«  SMITH, 
Indamdp  UQam^Coamif. 

Febroary  28rd9 1784.  Cumberland  CMnty,  BeUun  of  HiliiU 
CMIeerS;  Oon^  iseoed. 

Copy. 
BsLiaATXB  IN  CoNGBiss.— Bemoyal  Of  Papxrs^  Sto.,  1784. 

Wbereas  tbe  honorable  the  Delegates  from  the  States  of  New 
Hateprfii]»»  Maaaa^him^  ft  N«v  Jersey,  did  on  Wednesday,  the 
Eleventh  day  of  the  present  month  of  August,  leave  the  Cfitv  of 
Jkmiapolii^  and  set  o«t  for  Ibelr  respestivB  homes,  wbevehy  the 
'OmBamittee  of  tke  States  hath  been  redneed  to  a  number  inioiieieat 
•to  do  any  msAner  of  business. 

And  whereas  the  oontinnanee  to  meet  from  day  to  day  of  tte 
temaidng  mombcn,  wkhoni  the  power  to  do  any  pubUo  aet,  will 
be  unnecessaiy ,  and  as  they  do  not  oonoeiine  thero  ia  the  mnalleit 
hope  that  a  sufficient  nomber  of  Delegates  oan  agaSii  be  aseemUs^ 
H*  AttnapeUs  to  enable  the  Committee  of  the  States  to  proeeel  to 
business  before  the  time  appointed  fot  the  meeting  of  Congress^  ptt»- 
auant  to  their  adjournment,  and  it  ia  proper  that  the  publio  paners 
ft  reoordfl  should  be  Removed  as  speedily  as  may  be  to  rhiladdpoiay 
till  offices  can  be  prepared  for  ikm  rec^ytion  at  Trenton.  The 
undersigned  Delegates  have  recommended  to  the  Secretary  pf  Con- 
gress to  take  order  for  the  immediate  removal  and  safe  arrangement 
and  disposition  of  the  Papers  ft  records  of  Congress. 
AnnapoUsi  S&to  of  Maryland,  Thursday,  19th  August,  1784. 
(Signed,)  S.  HABDY,  Delegate  from  Virginia, 

and  Cbaiman  of  tike  Gomm**. 
BDWD.  HAND, 

Delegate  from  Pennsylva*. 
JBBEM'H  T.  CHASE, 

Delegate  from  Maryland. 
BICH'D  DOBBS  SPAIGHT, 
Delegate  from  N.  Carolina. 

JACOB  BEAD, 
Delegate  from  S.  Oajrojina. 

WM.  HOUSTOUN, 
£>elegate  from  Gkor^ 

The  Undersigned  Delegates  have  also  advised  the  Chairman 
forthwith  to  write  to  the  Supreme  ExeonliTe  of  the  several  States 
unrepresented  in  the  Committee  of  the  States,  informing  them  of 
^o  actual  situation  of  the  Committee,  ft  of  the  present  dispoeifeon 
^  the  papers  ft  reeotdaof  Congress^  that  they  may  Mspeetifely  send 


m        YBzmsn^AiiiA  ahohivis  itml 

lolwittd  a  delagftie  to  tfc»  OHgr  of  PhllAJk.;  ot  to  Ttmtra,  if  tto 
papers  &  records  of  Congress  shall  have  been  previooslj  lodged  k 
that  place,  in  order  ibt  a  Committee  of  the  States  may  be  asseiih 
bled  aod  be  enabled  as  early  as  possible  to  proceed  to  bnsiiieeB. 

(31CPMii,)  IDWP.  HAND, 

BIGH'D  DOBBS  SPAIQHT, 
JACOB  READ, 
WM.  HOUSTON. 
19th  Ang't;  1784. 


Gov.  HARRISON;   Of  Va.|  TO  PRES.  DidKINSQN;   1784. 

Yirginta  in  CoBBflil;  Angosi  21, 1784. 

aw. 

I  ooald  never  {Hrocure  a  oepy  of  the  Entnes  made  with  ihe  Sor* 
-nsyor  of  Tobooania  Coonty  for  the  Lands  whidi  have  fidles  into 
your  btato,  tiU  lato  last  night,  which  pnte  it  out  (^  my  power  to 
{toward  them  to  yonr  Bze^kncy  by  thu  post^  as  it  is  nooessaiy  to 
teoerve  a  Copy  of  then  for  fear  of  aooidanto  in  the  eo»yeyanoe.  I 
will  oertoinly  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  them  by  the  aexl 
.post  if  no  privato  opportnnitj  shoold  offer  sooner. 

I  haTo  the  honor  to  be  with  sentimente  of  tiie  most  perfost 
estoom;  your  Ezoellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 
JHreckd,  B£NJ*  HARRISON. 

His  ExocUeney  President  Biekinson. 


Messrs.  Bowen  and  Beatxt  to  Prs&  Bio&insoNi  1784*  ' 

Phikda.,  Aug.  26ih,  1784. 

SlTi 

We  still  oontinme.  so  greatly  hurried  in  business  that  we  must 
intreat  the  indulgence  of  Oounoil  to  defer  giving  in  our  andwer  to 
the  Memori^d  of  Atessi^.  Bradford  &  Power  till  to-morrow. 

This  favor  of  one  d^y  more  will  add  to  the  many  obligations 
already  bestowed  o% 

Sir,  your  Excellencies  &  the  Councils 
Most  obedient  servants. 

T.  B.  BOWEN, 
DirecUd,  B.  BEATTT. 

His  Excellency  Th6  President  in  CounoiL 


Gov.  Harrison  of  Va.  to  Prbs.  Diokikson,  1784. 

Yir^pnia,  Council  Chamber,  August  28, 1784* 
Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  &  Copy'  of  the  Sntrieo  inn<te 
;with  the  Commissianers  appointed  by  m  Aet  ^  the  AasemUj  «f 


nssBsxvnaA  ABCsrncB  mc        tm 

Hob  State  in  M^y^  1779,  for  the  pofpoae  of  ietfliM  the  titles  of 
oUimen  to  nDpatented  Lands  onder  the  present  and  former  govern- 
menty  previous  to  the  Sstablishnient  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land 
Ofl|oe.  and  also  the  Entries  made  with  the  Surveyors  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Yohogania^  Monongalia  &  Ohio. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  by  searching  into  the  Entries  that  id 
vome  instances  the  claimants  have  made  their  Entries  both  with 
the  Commissioners  and  Surveyors,  yet  as  this  was  only  intended  to 
make  sure  of  their  Lands,  I  hope  it  will  be  attended  with  no  bad 
consequences  to  them. 

I  am  informed  by  a  Certificate  of  Mr.  Johnston's  at  the  foot  of 
his  return,  that  he  hath  but  just  received  the  books  and  papers  of 
the.  unhappy  Ccku  Crawford,*  and  that  they  are4n  such  eoafiaion 
that  he  cannot  at  present  mske  a  return  of  the  Entries  made  with 
him.  As  this  Gentleman  is  a  good  officer,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
he  will  forward  the  List  as  soon  as  he  can  make  it  out,  in  which 
ease  it  shall  be  my  care  to  transmit  it  to  your  Excellency. 

Various  complaints  have  reached  me  of  injustice  done  the  seve- 
ral Ckimants  by  vour  Commissioners  or  Surveyors,  but  I  place 
fuch  implicit  confidence  in  the  justice  of  your  Excellency  and  your 
Assembly,  that  I  shall  pav  no  attention  to  them  till  they  come 
better  authenticated  than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

I  am  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  regard  and  esteem. 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
Directed,  BENJ'N  HAEBISON. 

His  Exc^y  P^resident  Dickenson. 


FoBMATioK  OF  Franklin  Countt,  1784. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Heariuff  that  a  new  County  is  Struck  off  called  Franklin,  and 
understanding  t^at  Mr.  Edward  Crawford,  junr.,  has  applied  to  be 
Pirothonotary  thereof,  and  that  he  is  not  Present  himself. 

We  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  Gentleman  of  merit,  and  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  fill  the  office  afoiesaid. 

Philada.,  August  31st,  1784. 

PRA8.  JOHNSTON,  HT  MILLER, 

DANL.  CLTMEE,  JOHN  HAT, 

ANTT  WAYNE,  PHILIP  GAE7NEB, 

ROBT.  COLEMAN,  AB»M  SCOTT, 

JOS.  WORK,  DAVID  McCONAUaHT, 

EDWD.  HAND,  9H0S.  HARTLEY. 

*  Se9  Vol.  IX.  p.  657,  578.  The  papers  referred  to  have  not  yet  been 
found.     See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  608. 
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Gotm<ni.  OF  Om  Mur  to  Govkcil^  1T84. 

Ib  ilie  Ooondl  of  Oenflon, 

S^tember  2d,  17U. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  McADiMer,  seconded  hj  Mr.  MclAnei 

Ordered,  That  the  Svprem  £»enli?e  Gotineal  be  lequitttd  W 
hniOk  ilutf  Gounoil  with  their  Hiniitee  'till  the  let  Angnal^  1784. 
SxIfMt  ficosi  the  Miiintes. 

SAM'L  BBYAN, 

Seo'y. 

Bead  in  Oonneil  nine  day,  and  Minntes  of  Oovndl  fqrattiied. 


MxssRs.  BowiN  AND  Bsattt's  IUsionatioN|  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  Sd,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  haye  just  received  the  Besolution  and  order  of  OonnoOi  ditei 
Sept.  2dy  1784,*  and  are  aorry  to  be  obli^  to  declare  oniseheB  ot 
this  occasion  Free  Citizeiu  of  Pennsjlvama,  and  not  pMic  offioen- 
We  have  shut  up  our  office,  and  are  ready  to  deposit  the  remain- 
ing certificates  in  our  hands  wherever  the  Supreme  ExeeutiTe  Coon- 
eil  shiA  diseot,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress. 

We  therefore  pray  your  Excellency  and  Council  to  order  sone  <^ 
your  officers  to  receive  the  same,  as  we  shall  proceed  no  &rther  ia 
this  business. 

We  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  with  dne  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  and  Council's 

veiy  ffble  Serv'ta, 

T.  B.  BOWEN, 
E.  BEATTY- 
jMrecesu, 

His  Ezoelleney  John  Didciason,  Eeq^r,  Presideiit,  bi  GonnciL 


MissBS.  BowBN  Ain>  Beattt  to  PftES.  BiOKiiisoir,  1784. 

Philada.,  Tuesday  morning,  Sept  7, 1784. 
Sir, 

As  we  fear  the  reflections  of  thoee  whose  Interest  alone  induced 
us  to  accept  their  appointment,  as  we  forsee  and  lameut  the  rainooi 
inconvenience  which  must  infallibly  acme  to  the  offieere  and  soldi- 
ers of  the  late  Line  whose  agents  (chosen  by  themselves)  we  were, 
should  we  persist  in  depositing  the  Certificates  at  this  time^  idthoot 

•  8ee  CoL  Bee,  YoL  XIY.  p.  197. 
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l^iiWftg  Oobiioil  dftjr  tUMrttiidte,  AM  as  Thtimday  next  bas  been 
appointed  to  be^ii  our  imxr  thn/  the  State,  we  beg  leave  respectfolly 
to  offer  to  joor  Ezoellenoj  &  Gouncil  the  foHowing  proposal : 

Be  pleased  to  Mnove  the  idea  of  o«r  being  saeonditional  servants 
of  Peculators,  hy  expunging  from  your  Renolve  of  the  2d  Inst.,*  the 
words,  ^^  by  the  Agents,"  and  either  rescind  the  Order^  or  suspend 
its  operations  tiH  we  have  done  the  business  of  those  who  elected 
us,  and  until  the  remaining  Certificates  come  into  the  hands  of  a 
Fuhltc  Officer;  which  we  humbly  conceive  may  be  effet;ted,  (if 
Gdunoil  chase  not  to  risdnd)  by  stbsiitatiAg  the  word  hereafter  in 
place  of  the  word  "  forthwith." 

Should  Gouncil  in  their  Wisdom  {BInk  proper  to  adopt  this  mode, 
the  peeolators  will  have  their  pretended  doubts  of  kMing  their  pur- 
chases removed,  and  we  shall  be  happy  in  serving  those  whose  busi- 
ness we  undertook  to  frraiuaot^  which  we  Bhall  ii|Wnediately  resume. 
Bui  if  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  our  proposal  approved 
by  Council,  we  must  persist  in  our  Bcaignation,  tW  it  will  take  us 
u$  long  to  depoeit,^  as  it  did  to  bring,  the  business  thus  far  forward. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Tour  Excellency's  &  CouneiKs 
very  Humble  servants^ 

T.  B.  BOWEN, 
B.  BEATTT. 
Directed, 

His  Exodlency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.^  Presidettt,  in  Gouncil. 


.    MB88B8.  BOWSH  AHD  BlAttT  M  PBB0i  DrCKIKSOir,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Septr.  9th^  1784. 

BlTf 

In  the  great  struggle  of  contending  sentiments  with  which  onr 
minds  have  been  oppressed,  ever  since  we  received  tlie  unisxpected 
resolution  &  order  of  Council  of  the  seoond  Instant^  the  interest  of 
our  Brethern  predominates.    ^ 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  consider  the  silence  of  Council  on  the 
subject  of  our  Address  of  the  third,  as  a  tacit  refusal  of  the  deposit 
we  o&r'd ;  and  we  leave  to  time  and  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
Board  the  consideration  of  the  proposal  we  had  the  honor  of  deliver- 
ing tO'Oouncil  on  Tuesday  last. 

For  these  reasons,  we  shall  (unless  you%rbid  us)  open  our  office 
again  at  8  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  will  set  out  upon  our  tour 
nestt  Saturday  morning — provided  Gouncil  do  not  think  proper  to 
signify  their  acceptance  of  the  deposit  before  that  time.  ^ 

Bfeaa  while,  widi  all  due  submission  to  the  constitutional  autho- 
rity of  the  supreme  executive  power,  we  beg  leave  to  reserve  to  our* 

»  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  197. 
26* 
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Bdves  all  thd  Bu^of  FreeaifiA  of  tliuG«uaoiiwedth,p^^ 
that  of  trial  hj  Jorj  in  all  disputes  betwaea  man  k  man. 
We  have  the  honor  be 

You  ExoeUenciea  ft  the  OomnoU's 
Most  Hnmble  Servants, 

T.B,BOWBN, 
B.  BEATTY. 
JHrectec/f 
His  Exoellencj  John  Diokiasoni  Esqpiirei  Plresidenty  in  CouieiL 


WaBI«HS  Of  PmTiADTff.FHIA  TO  FftSS.  SlOKINBON,  1784. 

Wardens'  Offiee,  Philadelphia,  Sept  4th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  board  beg  leave  to  inform  yoor  Exoellenoy  and  the  h«lo^ 
able  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  That  the  contractors  ibr  n- 
moying  the  Ghevauz  de  Frise,  having,  as  they  i^prehend,  neiHj 
finished  the  Business,  the  Wardens  have  ordered  the  State  SM 
and  her  crew,  together  with  a  skiliull  pilot,  a  diver,  and  a  sniBeient 
number  of  hands  to  go  down  immediately  in  order  effeotosll J  ^ 
sweep  and  carefully  examine  the  state  of  the  Biver,  least  some  ob* 
struction  may  remain  as  yet  undisooyered  that  will  endangier  tb> 
safety  of  vessels  in  pasdng  or  repassing.  As  the  examination  ii 
directed  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  poMioljii 
may  perhaps  not  be  finished  before  the  end  of  the  week,  tillwhii 
time  the  contractors  cannot  remove  their  aparatus  or  disohargo  tkir 
hands. 

The  Wardens  are  of  opinion  that  the  navigation  cannot  be  rendered 
complete  while  the  five  Ghevaux  de  Friie  laid  down  in  the  dno^ 
between  the  two  Bars  in  the  eastern  chwnel  of  the  Biver  xeiDU^ 
and  as  they  may  be  removed  now  at  less  expence  than  at  any  fatora 

giod,  they  respectfully  submit  this  to  the  consideration  of  f^ 
cellenoy  and  the  Honorable  Council. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servants, 

FBANS.GUBNEY, 
THOS.  PBYOB, 
GEOBGE  OBD, 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  849, 350. 
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^Wardens  ov  Poiladslphia  to  Prbb.  or  Council,  1784. 

Warden's  Offioe^  Septem'  21at,  1784. 
Sir, 

Since  we  did  ourselyes  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Exoellency  & 
the  Honorable  Ooanoil  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  CheTaox 
de  Frixe  to  the  Eastward  of  the  &r,  the  Pilots  employed  in  sweep* 
ing  the  Channel  have  returned,  and  from  their  report  we  find  that  a 
shoal  is  forming  between  the  lower,  end  of  the  Bar  &  Hog  Island, 
which  confirms  us  the  more  in  our  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  thei^ 
being  removed,  and  induces  us  to  request  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  this  matter  before  Council,  as  we  conceive  it  to  be  ao 
object  well  worthy  of  their  immediate  attention. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  ob^ient 

and  very  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

FRAN*  GDENEY,  P*.* 

.His  SKoeUencyi  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President 


Board  ot  Wardens  ov  Philadelphia  to  Coumoil,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  &  the  Supreme  Exeoa« 
tive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

Bv  Information  of  the  Board  of  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  Philadel- 

delphia,  we  are  inlbnned  the  honourable  Council  have  thought  of 

removing  the  Chevaux  de  Frizes  in  the  Eastern  Channel  or  Swash 

back  of  Ked  Bank  Bar,  &  have  required  to  know  on  what  Terms 

we  would  engage  to  execute ;  that  Business.    We  therefore  Propose 

to  Council  to  execute  the  work  on  the  Terms  of  our  former  Contract, 

as  well  for  those  yet  to  be  removed  as  the  work  already  executed 

above  the  Number  contracted  for.     This  we  judge  but  reasonable, 

as  the  Expences  we  have  been  at  in  many  Instances  exceed  our  first 

Calculations,  and  a  continuation  on  the  same  Terms  for  an  additional 

IQ'nmber  will  in  some  Measure  compensate  for  the  Service  which' 

tbo^  heavy  to  the  undertakers,  will  be  light  to  the  Public.    The 

Seasen  is  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  the  water  cold  and 

unhealthy  to  work  in,  &  the  days  so  shortened  as  to  brings  two  of 

the  low  water  Slack  Tides,  (at  which  Time  material  parts  of  the 

irork  can  only  be  done)  in  the  Night,  whereby  near  half  of  the  Time 

30  lost,  and  many  of  our  Men  have  lately  got  sick,  with  two  of  one 

priDcipal  officers.    For  these  Reasons  we  are  of  opinion  that  thef 

*  See  pp.  849,  860. 
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Bimiiiea  cannot  be  done  with  safety  to  the  nndertaken  f<«:  leas  tliin 
the  pnmortionate  smn  of  the  Contract  of  April  last,  which  IB  o&e 
handred  and  twenty  two  pounds  8  11^  Ohevanx  de  Friie. 

We  beg  leave  to  obserre  to  Council  that  soon  after  oar  Ocmtnot 
Mr.  Thomaa  Conarroe  tu  others,  in  Conyersation,  talked  of  Ae 
Faeilitj  with  which  the  Chevaox  de  Frizes  could  be  remoyed,  i 
that  thej  would  haye  undertaken  the  work  for  lees  Honey,  &c.  0&* 
hearing  of  these  Stories^  we  called  upon  severa!  of  those  PreteBden 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  Ingenuity,  &  if  poKibb 
engaging  them  in  the  work^  none  of  whom  would  contract  bat  Hr. 
Conarroe,  who  after  much  Ezpence  k  several  weeks  Trial,  saye  the 
Matter  up  without  raisins  a  single  Frame  or  the  Power  of  aolDg  it 
These  Things  are  offered  to  the  honourable  Council,  as  we  believa 
no  other  Method  but  those  taken  by  our  A.  Donaldson  would  bive 
succeeded. 

The  Removing  the  Frames  in  the  Swash  will  be  attended  with  a 
particular  difficuty  arising  from  the  Shoalness  at  the  water  in  which 
they  lay.  The  Frames  being  80  feet  wide,  the  Water,  it  is  appre- 
hended, will  not  admit  ef  canting  them  to  discharge  the  BaJlut, 
and  there  being  no  increase  of  depth  within  the  Swash,  they  nwrt 
be  floated  with  the Balkst  in  to  Khe  Mun  OhaoBel  belcmtheyQiA 
be  got  to  shore  or  their  Ballast  discharged. 
We  are  with  great  Regard 

The  honouraUe  CouncS's  * 

Most  respectful  &  most  obedt  Servants, 

LEVI  H0LLING8W0RTH, 
A'  DONALDSON.* 

Philadelphia,  23d  September,  1784. 

QOY.    HaBBISON,  of  YntlHNIA,   TO  Pass,    DlOKIM80K>  178i 

Virginia  Council  Chamber,  Ootr  15, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  y«  15th  of  last  month,  and  no# 
enclose  you  the  return  of  Entries  made  in  the  County  of  OhiO} 
together  with  a  Copy  of  the  kws  establishing  the  rights  of  those 
people,  and  appointing  a  board  of  Commissioners  to  settle  them. 
Most  of  the  ilntries  you  will  find  in  the  returns  which  have  beei 
already  forwarded,'|'  tho'  there  are  others  in  the  books  of  the  Sorrej- 
ors  who  had  an  equal  right,  that  could  not  be  ascertained  by  them 
from  the  absence  of  the  Claimants,  which  I  make  no  doubt  joor 
SxceUency  will  attend  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  ^*  greatest  respect  £  esteem^ 

'  &,  your  most  obedt.  humble  servt.^ 
Directed^  BENJ.  HARBISON. 

His  Excellency,  President  Dickinson, 

•  See  pages  849,  866,  and  CoL  R«o.,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  212,  241,  242. 
t  See  page  608.  - 
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Ephbaxm  Blainb  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philada.,  20th  Oct.,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  tftke  tba  Liberty  of  addrewing  your  Bxoellencj  sod  Connoil 
upon  a  Bubjeet  in  whieh  I  think  myself  «grie?ed,  and  which  Mr< 
^Aittenhouse  informg  me  is  not  in  his  power  to  remedy  without  youv 
approbation.  I  am  indebted  to  the  State  a  balance  for  tl^e  potchase 
«  two  City  Lots,  on  which  I  have  Interest  to  pay — ^I  hare  Inters! 
notes  of  Mr.  Bittenhonae's  in  my  hands  this  fourteen  monthsi  fof 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  reoeiye  the  money,  therefore  shall 
think  it  hard  to  pay  the  one  and  not  be  allowed  the  other,  (if  no6 
inconsistent)  beg  your  Excellency  and  Council  to  give  orders  to  Mr. 
Eittenhooae  to  receive  those  notes  in  payment  agreeable  to  the  tim^ 
they  were  issued  by  Mr.  Smith,  Loan  Officer* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

witji  perfect  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obdt. 

and  most  humble  servt, 

EPH.  BLAINE. 
jDireeted, 

His  Exeellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia; 


Hon.  Gbo.  Brtan  to  Hon.  Jabcbs  Irwin,  1784. 

Chester,  20th  October,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

Upon  conversing  with  Mr.  McKean  and  Mr.  Burd  concerning  the 
case  of  DcAn,  under  attainder,  by  outlawry,  for  Robbery,  they  nave 
reminded  me  of  David  Dawson,  of  West^aln,  in  Chester  County, 
h^iged  upon  attainder  of  Treason  in  a  case  of  like  nature,  tho'  not 
BO  dear  as  to  the  proceedings.  For  this  last  case  was  under  a  proc- 
lamation of  Council  to  come  in  &  stand  tryal  in  45  days  ]  Doane's 
is  at  Common  liaw,  the  mode  of  demanding  only  being  under  an  old 
Act  of  Assembly. 

Dawson  suffered,  if  I  remember  rightly,  in  the  fall  of  1780.    The 
keeper  of  the  new  prison  says  this  was  the  first  capital  exeoutioa, 
after  he  entered  upon  his  present  duties.    He  will  deliver  this. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obed.  Serv't^ 

GEO.  BBYAN.  , 

David  Danaon,  of  Chester  County,  was  ezeouted  on  the  Commons 
€tt  ihie  City,  at  the  usual  Place  of  Execution,  on  the  25th  Day  of 
November,  1780.    I  attended  hie  Execution  on  that  Day. 

JOHN  BEYNOLDS,  Gaoler. 

Philadelphia,  22d  October,  1784. 
JDireeted, 

To  The  honorable  James  Trwin,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
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OsLiaATioN  or  CoMiassioiixfts  to  fubohabs  noM  Indiahb, 

1784. 

We,  the  BubscribeTS;  Gommissioiien  dnlt  appointed  by  the  H<m« 
orable  the  Sapreme  Bxecutive  Gomicil  of  the  State  of  PennsjlTuuft, 
fbr  the  pnrpoee  of  purchasing  of  the  Indians  the  Territoiy  iMm 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  same  State,  whieh  had  not  heietofoie" 
been  purchased— do  hereby  promise  and  engage  as  part  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  same  purpose,  which  is  now  accomplished,  to  deliver 
to  the  six  nations,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  appoint, 
and  who  shall,  as  a  voucher,  bring  with  him  or  them  this  oor 
Obligation,  Ooods,  Wares  or  Merchandise  of  such  assortments  u 
the  Lidians  riiall  now  direct,  to  the  amount  of  One  thousand  DoUsn, 
al  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  near  Tioga,  On  the  first  day  of  Getober 
next ;  witness  our  hands  at  Fort  Btanwix^  this  twenty-third  day  of 
October.  Anno  Domini  1784. 

BAITL    J.  ATLEB, 
WM.   MACLAY, 
F&AS.  JOHNSTON.* 
Witness  present 
Copy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original. 

Q.  EVANS,  Seo'y. 


On.  James  Wilkinboit  to  Pbbs.  Dioki580N|  1784. 
Sir 

I  shall  offer  no  apology  for  this  address;  it  must  doubtless  le 
unexpected,  but  the  occasion  will,  I  flatter  myself,  excuse  it  Being 
about  to  take  a  long  leave  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  I  conceive 
it  my  duty  to  abdicate  the  Offices  of  Brigadier  &  Adjutant 
Ckneral,  which  I  hold  in  Her  militia ;  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  obsene 
the  ceremony  of  inclosing  the  Commissions,  as  they  are  not  at  present 
within  my  reach : — And  the  motive  of  my  Application  is  the  Intoest 
I  take  in  the  welikre  of  that  meritorious,  respectable  part  of  Society, 
the  late  Military  of  America ;  I  am  prompted  by  principle  &  eyn- 
pathy  to  promote  their  prosperity  on  every  proper  occasion,  by 
every  consistent  means  in  my  Power.f 

On  the  present  return  of  the  Election  for  Fayette  County,  M»j« 
John  Harden  stands  second  for  the  Sheriff's  Office ;  permit  me  bri^y 
to  state  to  your  Excellency  this  man's  merit,  without  detracting  frou 
that  of  his  Competitor. — ^Mr.  Harden  served  in  the  alert  of  the 
Army  under  the  Oenerals  (then  Colonels)  Morgan  &  Butler,  in  the 
Northern  Campaign,  1777.  His  Rank  was  that  of  a  Lieutenant, 
and  I  can,  as  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army  under  Oeneitl 
(Htes,  assert  that  he  was  exposed  to  more  danger,  enooantered  graatcf 
Fatigue,  and  performed  more  real  service  tbin  any  other  O&er  of 

«  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  Xr9'.,  p.  186-7. 

t  Bead  in  Goonoil  Not.  8,  and  resignation  accepted— -CoL  Bee,  ToL 
XIV.,  page  262. 
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hie  Stalion ;  wkh  Pferties  aever  exoeeding:  20  Men,  he  in  the  Coame 
of  the  CampaiffD  made  upwards  of  60  PriBonera,  and  at  a  Penoaal 
Beoounter  in  the  rear  of  the  Enemie'e  poeition,  he  killed  a  Mohawk 
express,  &  brought  in  the  dispatches  which  he  was  oonveyiDg  from 
Oen'l  Bareojne  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Ticonderoga,  with 
the  loss  omj  (indeed)  of  a  Lock  of  Bair  which  the  Indian's  Fire 
earried  away.  It  is  sufficient  for  me,  Sir,  to  testify  his  meritSi  the 
Justice  which  oharacterizes  your  administration  will  do  ike  rest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bey  with  the  highest  respect,  Your  Ex^t 
lencj's  most  Obedient  & 

most  Humble  Servant, 
IHrecUd,  JAMES  WILKINSON.  ' 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson^  Esqr.,  Philadel'a. 


r        Benjamin  Johnston  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1784, 

Washington  County,  Nov.  1st,  1784. 
Hon'ble  Sir, 

From  the  strongest  assurance  of  your  Honor's  Zeal  to  do  Justke 
to  every  Individual,  prompted  by  a  motive  of  Justioe  to  mydelf  an4 
to  all  those  People  claiming  Limds  under  Grants  firom  the  state  of 
Virginia  within  the  Sounds  of  the  Cession  to  this  State,  and  wishing 
the  Agreement  to  be  fulfilled  in  every  Instance,  I  am  induced  tef 
address  your  honor,  praying  that  agreeable  to  the  Articles  where  it 
is  expressed.  Private  right  and  Property  ihall  be  $aved  and  wm 
fipned  to^  iho$e  People-  living  an  the  ceded  Lande^  under  these  words, 
sir,  I  claim  as  my  private  right  the  surveying  those  Lands,  which 
by  a  Commission  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  I  say  is  my  private  rif;^ 

In  no  other  manner  can  the  Agreement  be  fulfilled,,  which  Agree* 
ment,  if  violated,  must  end  in  running  the  meanders  of  the  Kiver 
Delaware  from  the  End  of  b?  Longitude,  from  the  Dekware,  in. 
Latitude  40.'' 

As  my  pretensions  are  founded  on  the  strictest  Justice,  I  am  filled 
with  the  strongest  assurance  attention  will  be  paid  thereto. 

A  Copy  of  Entries  from  my  Office  has  been  transmitted  to  year 
£oard  wro'  the  Hands  of  the  Executive  of  Virginia.* 
I  am,  with  respect  and  great  Esteem,  Your 

Honor's  mo.  oblig^,  mo.  Obdt.  &  very  H'ble  Ser't, 
DireeUd,  B.  JOHNSTON,  S.  Y.  C. 

His  Excellency  John  Diokerson,  Esqr.,  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

RssoLunoNs  or  GsnbiiAl  Absbmbly— New  Jersey,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  December  10,  1784,  A.  M. 
The  motion  read  December  8,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Com« 
mianoners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  with  such  Commission- 
*  See  pp.  608,  608. 
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era  u  ue  Of  gh^ll  be  appointed  on  the  pacpt  of  Kew  Jetdhj,  to  setfie, 
agree  apoB,  and  aconratelj  to  desoribe,  whieh  of  the  IftlandB,  Islets 
and  inaiilaited  Dry  lande  wilAiii  the  river  Delaware,  belong  to  each 
of  the  said  States,  fsspeotivelyi  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and 
adopted  as  follows,  vis. : 

'  Whereas,  Commissioners  duly  appmnted  on  the  nait  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  and  Commissioners  duly  appmnted  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  the  jnriadio- 
tioB  of  the  river  lidaware  and  Isliuids  within  the  same,  did  make 
and  exeoate  two  instruments  of  an  Agreement  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  one  for  eaeh  State,  bearing  date  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
April,  178S ;  which  agreement  hath  since  been  ratified  and  oon* 
firmed  by  Acts  ^of  the  Legislatures  of  the  said  States  respeetiv^y.* 

And  whereas,  in  the  said  Agieemeiit  it  is  among  other  things  set 
forth  and  deelared,  "  That  all  IslandSy  Islets,  and  dry  lands  within 
*'  the  b^d  and  between  the  shores  of  the  said  river,  and  between 
^'  the  Station  point  or  north  west  corner  of  New  Jersey,  northerly, 
'^and  the  fedls  of  Trenton,  southerly,  shall,  as  to  jurisdiction,  be 
**  liereaflwr  oensidered  as  parts  and  parcels  of  the  State  to  which 
*  auoh  insulated  dry  land  did  lie  nearest  at  the  time  of  making  and 
^  ezeesting  lAie  said  agreement,"— 

And  whereas,  it  is  requisite  that  the  said  Islands,  Kdets  and  Dry 
lands  lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  should  be  more  partieU' 
larly  described,  and  such  as  belong  to  each  of  die  said  States  respee- 
Ifvely  more  dearly  ascertained,  tlrarefore, 

Besolved,  ^at  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State  be 
siathori^ed  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  auftorised,  em* 
powered  and  denred  to  appoint  three  or  more  Commissioners  on  tiia 
ptirt  of  this  State,  to  meet  widi  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  shall 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  to  settle,  agree  upon,  and 
aocuntely  to  deseribe  which  of  the  said  Islands,  Islets  and  insulaCed 
dry.  lands  belong  and  appertain  to  each  of  the  said  States  respec- 
tively, according  to  the  purport,  trae  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
aforesaid  agreement. 

Besolved,  that  the  Commissioners  on  fte  part  of  tins  State  be  tn* 
structed  so  to  form  their  report  of  the  description  and  situation  of 
such  of  the  said  Islands  and  insulated  drylands  as  shall  be  found  to 
belong  to  this  State,  as  that  they  may  be  properly  annexed  to  the 
respective  coontieB  and  townships  to  which  they  lie  most  conlignooa. 

Beaolved,  that  each  of  the  said  Oommissicttera  be  allowed  twenty 
shillings  for  every  day  they  shall  respectively  be  employed  aa  albie- 
said,  and  that  this  House  will  mi^e  provision  for  the  same,  and  for 
defrayii»  the  neoessary  contingent  expenses  of  tfa*  said  serooe. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  8HALLDS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 

*  See  Smith's  Law8»  Tol.  U.,  p.  77,  888,  for  the  Aets  veq>eetiBr  Jvi^ 

diction. 


LETTEES,  &a,   RELATING   TO   WYOMINQ.* 

Petition  of  Z,  Butleb^  &c.;  to  Conqbess,  1784. 

Wjommg,  Mmj  hA,  1784. 

To  the  Hott^le  the  Gontil  CoDgre9S  no  setting  at  Annapolis  in 
Maryland. 

Qeotkmeoi 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  notiee  taken  of  ns  hi  granting  ns  a  trial 
for  the  right  of  soil  claimed  nnder  the  State  of  Connecticut  on  the 
one  part  and  nnder  the  State  of  Pensjra  on  the  other  part,  we  Oan't 
Irat  feel  oar  hearts  glow  with  gratitude  and^  high  esteem  for  jonr 
Hon'ble  and  ansast  body  knowing  from  experience  that  you  have  a 
high  esteem  ana  veneration  for  Justice  and  that  it  is  yo«r  intention 
it  should  take  place  between  State  and  Individules  and  also  observe 
that  the  fourth  monday  in  June  next  is  asskrned  fbr  the  apperance 
of  the  parties  by  their  Lawfd  asents  before  Congress,  or  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  States  wherever  they  shall  be  then  sitting  to  proceed  in  the 
premises  as  by  the  Confederation  is  Directed  which  has  ^ven  us  a 
greatful  sense  of  the  duty  we  ow  to  that  respectable  Body  Esteeming 
Siat  Board  to  be  ihe  last  resort  and  appeal  for  Justies  and  the  Ex- 
perience of  which  imboldens  us  once  more  to  lay  our  Distressed 
situation  before  your  Honors,  and  we  would  in  the  first  i^ace  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  Claimants  under  Pennsyra  say^there  is  no 
sot  of  Congress  for  a  trail  for  the  right  of  soil  or  even  to  constitue  a 
Oourt  or  to  Quiet  us  who  claim  under  Connecticut  in  our  possessions 
and  therefore  pay  no  regard  to  the  said  Resolve 

We  would  also  cVave  leave  to  say  that  in  the  fkll  of  the  last  year 
and  soon  after  the  Justies  who  were  apointed  and  Commissioned 
and  set  over  us  without  our  Choise  or  knowledge  had  come  to  this 
place,  we  hy  our  peaceable  Demeanor  and  ready  submission  to 
government  duly  submitted  to  every  requisition  whether  CHvil  or 
MUHtary  yet  the  most  tyranical  and  arbitary  proceedings  were  intro«- 
dnced  by  the  said  authority  to  add  to  our  distress,  that  numbers  of 
PamiHea  were  forcibly  turned  out  their  houses  and  possessions  with« 
out  the  least  regard  to  age  or  sex,  widdows  or  Fatherless  Chil(fren. 
in  sickness  and  Kstress  many  of  the  Inhabatants  had  their  grain  and 
other  Eftcts  forced  from  them,  others  taken  in  numbers  by  a  Mfllf- 
tsry  force  Drove  to  the  ibrt  by  the  Soldiers  with  fixed  Bayonets  and 
SMTOompanyed  by  the  Justices  Esq'rs  Patterson  and  Seely,  when  the 

*  TlMse  teing  found  rioce  the  papeis  for  that  year  were  pxfailod,  h  is 
deemed  best  to  place  them  together. 


said  inhabatants  by  order  of  the  said  authority  were  forced  into  a 
Guard  house  in  the  fort  where  they  were  confined  in  a  Diamal  pridon 
unfit  for  Human  oreaturea  to  li^  down  in,  souke  confined  six  and 
others  nine  days  when  they  were  turned  out  without  any  crime  being 
laid  to  their  Charge  that  while  in  Confinement  they  reoeiyed  the 
greatest  abuse  and  insults  from  the  Jnsties  officers  &  soldiers  and 
m  the  mean  thne  their  famileys  turned  out  of  doors  &  their  property 
forced  from  them  k  never  returned,  others  were  taken  by  orders  of 
tha  authority  under  the  pretence  of  some  crime  though  none  wera 
idledged  against  them  and  Confined  in  the  said  gaura  house  from 
thence  sent  to  Snnbury  to  be  Committed  and  laid  under  large  bonds 
and  permited  to  return  home  taken  a  secund  time  by  said  authori- 
ty for  the  same  pretended  crime  and  confined  in  the  said  Oaurd 
house  when  offors  were  made  them  by  the  Justices  if  they  would 
take  leasses  they  shou'd  be  released  from  their  Bonds  and  Confine-* 
ment  some  were  actually  forced  to  take  a  lease  to  gain  their  Liberty 
And  all  this  barbarous  treatment  inflicted  upon  the  inhabatanta  i 
this  settlement  without  Law  or  ever  the  colour  of  Law  or  Justice 
and  in  order  to  obtain  some  redress  and  rispit  from  their  tyranical 
proceedings  we  petitiond  the  Hon'ble  assembly  of  this  State  fox  and 
an  hopes  of  some  mitigation  of  our  intolerable  sufiieringa  and  insup- 
portable insults  which  the  inhabitants  were  oontinuly  receiving  froni 
the  authority  afs'd  as  well  as  from  the  Fennsy'a  Land  Claimera  and 
the  assembly  of  this  State  by  a  Beselve  passed  the  ninth  day  of  Dec'br 
last,  appointed  Mesrs  the  members  of  Norihanton  County  a  Commit- 
tee to  Enquire  into  the  facts  as  stated  in  our  Petition  who  met  about 
the  29th  of  the  same  month  at  Cap't  John  P.  H.  Schott  inkeeper 
in  this  place  and  to  the  immortal  Hon'r  of  that  Committee  we  Qm 
with  justice  and  their  Enquiry  was  made  with  the  strictest  Justice 
and  impartiality  but  alas  to  our  great  surprise  and  mortificatkm  a£ter 
keeping  an  agent  at  the  assembly'near  three  months,  the  P^itioa 
was  shuffled  from  Committee  to  Committee,  and  finally  poeponed  to 
the  next  session  and  nothing  done  for  our  relief  and  after  tbe 
Kesolve  of  Congress  our  agent  Petitioned  the  assemblv  of  this  State  to 
be  Quited  in  our  possessions  until  thetrail  of  the  right  of  soil  should 
be  determined  bat  alass  all  to  no  purpose  our  prayers  and  intreaties 
were  rejected  and  Contemed  and  we  are  now  left  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  wanton  and  avericious  wills  of  the  land  Olaimanls 
whos  tender  mercies  are  cruelity  in  the  abstract,  and  we  would 
&rther  observe  that  the  Civil  and  millitary  authority  who  are  set 
over  us  here  lay  Claim  to  large  interests  in  this  place  in  lands  iinder 
the  PennsyFa  claim  and  those  of  the  civil  authority  were  the  most 
vendictive  enimies,.and  the  lands  claimants  still  say  that  the  wl&ole 
was  determined  by  the  Decree  at  Trenton  and  are  at  this  present 
time  introducing  a  Banditti  of  men  together  with  the  Saldiers 
who  have  no  right  or  claim  to  any  land  here  under  any  State  to  take 
out  laada  and  possessions  by  foroo  and  thes'd  Banditti  and  Soldiery 


•rfe-  worn  maUnAj  wlik«ii  either  Im  «r  ligfct^  pallug  Aowb  ov 
feneee  Laying  our  fiekb  and  grun  epen  to  the  wide  irorld,  fsAeiaig 
'MToae  our  highways  aeeoring  oar  wells  of  water  from  oor  hooieay 
Soderin^  our  ttidens  and  home  Lotts  for  Uieir  own  ufle,  so  that  wie 
mm  depriTed  the  priTiledge  of  paenng  in  onr  Pnbliok  highwajf^  ^ 
ociTMedge  of  taking  water  from  our  weUs,  improTing  our  gavdena  and 
Mne  Letts  and  other  Lands  is  also  Denied  ns,  and  lAiat  upon  oar 
•Perril  many  of  our  inhahatiats  that  haye  attempted  to  improve  in 
-onr  0ud'gs  have  been  drove  ont  by  a  Band  of  Soldiers  avmed  with 
OlsMy  and  we  aee  no*  oajv  threatened  of  being  beat,  and  abased 
.with  Olnbsy  trat  are  offen  threatened  to  be  shot  and  pat  to  imeatdete 
.Death,  many  of  oor  hoases,  Lotts,  Wells  and  oardens  Lying  near 
-the  eanuen  and  nndw  eorer  of  their  Gannon  by  whieh  means  wo 
are  Uontianally  leoemng  the  greatest  abuses  and  insults  from  some 
-of  the  Jostioes  as' well  as  from  the  offioers  and  soldiers ;  the  said  Sol- 
diers are  ContinnaDy  walking  the  streets^  and  through  £yery  part 
«f  our  Settlement  that  is  any  way  near  the  Garrison,  as  well  by 
nij^t  as  by  day,  some  armed  with  Guns  and  Bayonets,  and  odiers 
with  Olnbs,  insulting  and  assaulting  whomsoeyer  they  please ;  some 
o£  the  inhabatants  haye  be«i  met  in  the  etrset  by  this  Banditti,  and 
beat  with  Olube  until!  their  liyes  were  Despaared  o£L  Others  haye 
hoea  taken  and  earried  into  the  fort,  and  there  beat  with  Clubbs  by 
the  offieers  and  Soldiers  in  a  most  Oruel  manner  and  then  dismissed. 
One  of  the  inhabatants  of  a  respeetable  Character  a  few  days  sinee 
made  applioation  to  one  of  the  justices  for  a  warrant  against  Akz^ 
Pettersoni  Bsq.,  in  order  to  get  a  redress  in  law  for  asmult  and 
Battrey  made  upon  him  by  the  said  Petterson.  The  Justice  to 
whom  applioation  was  made,  Liying  near  the  Ghirrison,  a  party  of 
noldiers,  armed  with  Olubbs  and  other  weapons,  were  immediately 
0ont  in  purstut  of  this  Inhabatanl  Their  pursuit  oontinued  for 
two  days,  waylayinff  his  house,  field  and  the  highways,  &c.,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  80th  of  Ap'l,  a  party  of  armed  soldiers  waylaying  the 
Jiouse,  took  him  by  force,  and  earried  him  near  the  Grarrison,  when 
they  beat  him  seyerely  with  ckbbs,  this  man  made  imediate  appHoa- 
tion  for  redress  to  one  of  the  Justices,  but  was  refefed  to  the  Command- 
ing oflEieer  to  whom  he  also  made  the  same  application,  but  any  redrem« 
eoold  be  obtained  some  of  the  Justices,  together  with  the  o&sers  and 
soldiers  and  others  of  their  Banditti  of  men  are  throating  to  poll  down 
owr  houses,  and  turn  onr  disstreesed  feimly  oot  of  Doors.  The  inn 
habatants  who  harye  lost  their  hooses  and  all  thdr  Efects  by  the 
lato  inundation  of  the  waters,  are  forbid  cutting  a  stick  of  timber  to 
make  a  shelter  for  their  feimelys,  or  eyen  to  repair  their  houses  that 
yrere  wracked  in  pieces  by  the  water  and  Ice.  Some  haye  beam 
taken  before  the  Jiostioes  by  a  warrant  and  laid  under  large  Bonds 
for  Cutting  timber  on  their  own  possissions  for  the  purpose  of  Boild- 
ing,  others  are  laid  under  bonds  for  cutting  a  stick  of  fire  wood. 
We  are  also  forbid  to  Draw  our  seins  in  the  riyer  for  fish  which  wiH 
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-fldd  gieaftly  to  onr  StttrooH,  Iwveing  losfeMOSft  of  oarfrafioDflBB  fcgr 
the  tnimdatioii  of  water;  imd  to  add  to  all  cor  dSslroefls,  the  seUien 
,eie  OonlaacMly  Plmderinff  the  inkabitantSy  taking  from  theai  Um 
little  preyiflnoiui  they  had  left  ihem^  KilBi^  ear  Gattky  tteep  sad 


Bwise  whieh  eaoaped  the  flood.  Bepeated  appIknUioii  has  beta  i 
.by  the  ishabiteats  to  the  authority  nere,  in  hopes  to  obtsia  red 
Soit  the  sbnses  and  insults  which  we  are  Daily  reoeiringy  bat  can  get 
AO  redieeasy  end  by  their  anenstationai,  nnjnst  and  ludawfaU  pr»- 
easdings  hiud  against  as  which  toj^ther  with  the  sarptking  inunda- 
tion of  waterA  Ice  hath  spread  Distnictioa  and  Devastation  thrMigk 
^oor  setlementSi  having  a  great  part  of  oar  Jumses,  Oattle,  grain  and 
•other  Effects  harried  down  the  impetioas  tonraat  &  lost  lor  evar. 
Xet  notwithstanding  all  this,  these  Barbaroos  men  vod  stUl  <ypres- 
sing  the  afflicted  in  the  gate*  Oar  blood  and  treaaore  has  been  Sb- 
pended  in  onr  Ooantrays  esaae  we  have  stepted  forth  &  fonght  fiorthe 
golden  tree  of  Liberty  which  aa  a  Goontray  we  liave  obtained.  We 
have  Suffsced  £very  Danger  this  side  of  Death,  many  ef  oar  nearest 
and  tenderesed  GonneotionB  hate  Bled  ft  fidlen :  it  €lls  onr  hearts  with 
girief  when  we  take  a  serions  view  of  oar  unhappy  situation  that  wa 
who  have  stood  forth  in  oar  Ooantrays  cause  mast  now  Ooatinae 
ander  the  Iron  rod  of  Tyronney  and  oppression,  and  by  those  who 
should  have  been  first  to  step  forth  for  our  protection  and  safe  gaaid 
and  now  while  others  are  Lijoying  the  inoonoeviable  Blessings  of 
peace  and  pleanty,  and  set  under  their  own  fig  tree  and  have  none 
to  make  them  afraid^bat  are  singing  a  Qoietam  to  aD  their  troxdik 
im  are  under  the  gawling  yoke  of  Dispotism  and  the  eruel  malieioas 
asid  Tyraniical  proceedings  had  against  us  and  which  we  are  Otja- 
tinuelly  receiving  from  the  Civil  and  Millitary  authority  as  wdl  as 
from  the  Soldiers  and  merciless  and  mOTcinary  Land  Olaimaata  bate 
Drove  us  almost  to  Disperation  and  unless  we  can  have  some  speedy 
xdief  we  ace  inevitably  mined,  we  must  fly  frt^m  this  plaoe  wiui  ottr 
Distreessed  feindys,  leaving  our  all  behind  us,  oar  ofaildreii  trymg 
lor  bread,  and  we  shall  luve  none  to  eive  them^  and  we  wouiS 
£Burther  c^eerve  that  while  this  was  writtma  and  but  a  few  nanutas 
-since  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  Drove  from  thdr  kbouru 
by  the  Soldiers,  and  beat  with  clubs  from  house  to  house  in  a  meat 
aruel  manner,  therefore  with  all  due  re^;ard  for  that  Hon'ble  body 
ef  which  Ooneress  are  composed,  do  with  Deference  and  Humifity 
lay  these  our  fistreessed  situation  before  your  Hon'Ue  Body,  puT- 
ing  your  Hon'rs  Seriously  to  take  our  unhi^ipy  Geroomstsiiee  iato 
your  wise  and  Equitable  Oonsideration  and  weigh  the  Justies  of  ear 
Oomplsints  and  grant  us  relief  or  raetigation,  and  that  we  any  be 
Qaieted  in  our  possessions  untill  we  can  have  a  fair  and  imparlid 
trail  for  the  right  of  soil  as  by  the  Confederatimi  is  directed  or  in 
some  other  way  griuit  relief  as  your  Hon'r  in  your  great  wisdma 
shall  judge  just  and  Equitable,  and  we  as  in  du^  Bound  rinli  ( 
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Wyoming,  Ist  May,  1784. 
N.  B.   This  day  the  only  Grist  mill  in  the  settlement  was  taken 
by  force  from  the  inhabitants  by  the  Soldiers,  with  Largo  Clabbs* 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants. 
ZEB'N  BUTLER, 
NATHAN  DENI80N, 
JOHN  GINKINS, 
OBADIAH  GORE, 
HtJGH  FORMAN, 
JAMES  SUTTON, 
PHINEHA8  PRICE, 
BENJ'N  BAILY, 
BBENBZER  JOHNSON. 

JMtonedy 
Petition  of  Zebulen  Batkr  and  others,  Oonneotiont  settlers  to 

Congress  May  7th,  1784,  referred  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 

Williamson. 


AtEXAimSB  PaTTEBSON  TO  JUBGia  0?   SUPKEME  CoTTBT — 

W^OBfiNO,  1784. 

Wyoming,  May  80th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Whereas  yonr  du^ty  to  the  state,  and  attention  to  the  Riffhls  ati<! 
Privileges  of  its  Cilhsens  Demands  yonr  attention  in  this  (Wntv  at 
a  period  when  greal  part  thereof  is  in  Inevitable  trouble,  it  Will  no 
Doubt  be  Necessary  itft  the  pence  and  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  your  Honours  to  make  every  Enquiry  from  what  source  snob 
Troubles  flow  the  origin,  rise  and  Pro^jress  thereof  have  hitherto  been 
00  Oonspicious  as  to  want  no  Illustration. 

It  now  only  remains  that  your  Honours  do  obtain  the  propetf 
Information  and  Causes  which  have  produced  the  Present  Gom«- 
motions  and  that  Prudent  and  wise  measures  be  adopted  to  stop  the 
Impending  Calamity's  that  Threaten  this  Large  taract  of  Country, 
Tou  will  no  Doubt  hear  that  great  Outrages  have  been  Commited 
by  the  Fonnsylvanians  against  the  Conneetieut  Claimants  in  Vio- 
lation of  Law  and  good  Government,  But  I  trust  it  will  be  made 
Spear  tlral  the  measures  taken  Though  not  strictly  Consonant  with 
e  Letter  of  the  Law  was  the  restSt  of  absolute  Necessity,  and 
Dictated  solely  by  the  Principles  of  self  Preservation,  for  Certain  it 
is  lihat  no  human  Policy  could  govern  or  Reconcile  both  party's  to 
Bemsin  peaceably  in  this  Country,  the  Bancorous  Disposition  of 
^e  contending  party^s  but  too  well  Evince  the  Catastrophe  that 
must  hav^  happened  had  not  the  measures  been  adopted  that  hava 
been  taken  by  the  Pennsylvanians,  there  was  no  medium  to  sav^  th% 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  120. 
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Effusion  of  nrach  Blood.  The  PennsylTaniaofl  had  come  into  this 
Country  in  great  Numbers,  found  that  the  Landfi  they  had  so  long 
since  bought  and  suffered  for  was  Generally  Clear  of  houses  or 
fences,  they  therefore  fell  to  work  to  Improve  and  in  a  Peaceable 
manner  Endeavoured  to  Repossess  themselves  of  their  Property, 
which  was  wrested  from  them  many  years  ago  by  Lawless  Banditti, 
the  malecontents  betook  themselves  to  their  ancient  Resources  (that 
of  arms)  and  Threatened  the  Pennsylyanians  in  a  Daring  and  Out- 
rageous manner,  all  hopes  of  peace  being  vanished,  it  was  adjudged 
the  most  Prudent  step  to  seize  a  favourable  moment  and  Disarm  the 
most  violent  of  the  Intruders,  upon  which  Notice  was  given  them, 
to  move  off  their  Effects  k  Familys,  the  season  being  so  far  advanced 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  their  Cattle  suffering  by  the  way,  this 
and  every  other  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  Idea  of 
Cruelty,  Though  in  simelar  cases  the  Pennsylvanians  had  nerer 
Reed,  any  thing  like  simelar  Treatment,  on  the  Contrary  they  hare 
been  Robed  &  murdered  and  suffered  every  species  of  Cruelty  br 
those  Troublers  of  the  state  and  their  Quiet,  who  now  would  wim 
to  have  Government  believe  that  they  are  Inoffensive  Citiiens  and 
strict  Conformists  to  the  Laws  of  this  state  which  they  have  held  in 
the  greatest  Contempt  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  but  had  they  an 
alternative  they  would  Trample  it  as  osnal.  Your  Honours  will 
please  to  view  the  Difference  between  the  Party's  the  one  havine 
TrQftbied  the  Happiness  of  the  State  for  such  a  series  of  years,  and 
Commiting  every  outrage  that  malice  could  suggest  ag'st.  its  lutli- 
ftaX  Inhabitants.  The  other  supporting  the  Dignil^  of  the  State  and 
Bights  of  the  People,  having  at  all  times  Evinced  thdr  Zeal  for  Ha 
Wellfare.  The  Pennsylvanians  who  have  been  active  in  the  late 
movements  are  aware  of  the  situation  in  which  they  are  Placed, 
having  a  strong  Party  in  Northumberland  against  them,  who  have 
taken  part  with  those  restless  people,  and  had  it  not  been  for  their 
Interposition,  actuated  I  fear  by  bad  Principles,  there  would  have 
been  no  trouble  in  settlins  tiiis  Country  with  the  Rightful  ownen, 
and  it  is  more  than  Probable  (that  their  views  of  Popularity  bdng 
now  at  an  End  by  Loosinff  their  Darling  object  the  votea  dT  those 
3)xiles  at  Elections)  that  they  will  use  Every  Endeavours  to  stimu* 
late  your  Honours  with  Government  to  measures  that  will  Perhaps 
Tenninate  in  our  ruin,  but  hope  you  will  be  aware  of  Uioee  Ineea- 
diaries  whose  wish  is  to  Iritate  instead  of  salving  the  sore.  If  the 
views  of  the  New  settlers  of  this  country  have  in  any  wise  been  mis* 
taken  they  will  be  verv  unhappy,  for  I  am  well  Convinced  that 
there  are  no  People  on  Earth  who  have  a  greater  veneration  for  th« 
Weal  of  this  Commonwealth  of  which  they  deem  it  their  GrettesI 
Honour  to  be  Citisens.  Business  of  such  a  Comf^cated  Natora 
could  never  have  been  effected  with  more  caution,  there  is  no  Blood 
•pilt  and  it  will  not  be  the  blame  of  the  Preseat  Inhabitania  if  there 
Cter  is  upon  the  occasion,  as  few  or  Perbans.none  of  the  iBhdbitaofec 
from  hence  may  be  Down  at  Sun  bury  and  Numerous  Complaints  will 


PXNZTSTLYAinUl  ASOHIYBS  YIU.  m» 

SEkiUted.  I  fttn  aolicited  to  m^ke  fhis  RepreseDiatitm  of  fants 
whioh  I  Pledge  myself  Deviates  nothing  there  from,  in  order  that 
your  Honoars  mar  be  aware  of  the  Gunning  of  Deeignine  men^  the 
matter  is  Bested  Intirely  with  yon,  that  from  a  perfect  nowledge 
and  Dependanoe  on  year  abiUties  such  measures  will  be  taken  by 
Gkyvemment  as  wiU  tend  to  the  Tranquility  of  its  People,  the 
Present  settleiB  beg  that  no  harsh  stop  may  be  taken,  and  that  the* 
Sheriff  and  some  of  the  Justices  in  his  yioinity  may  not  DriTe  to 
Eztreams,  and  eause  mutual  Disentions  to  arise  among  a  People 
whose  strength  and  Wdlfare  Depend  on  Unanimity.  I  know  thai 
it  will  be  said  that  I  have  given  my  sanotion  to  the  measures  adopted 
ii  would  be  uncandid  to  say  they  had  it  not 

I  have  done  nothing  ofGuoially,  having  some  time  sinee  Besigned 
my  commission  of  the  Peace^*  But  having  tome  Oonsequence  among 
the  Pe<^le  I  have  frequently  dven  them  permits  and  Papers  that 
'have  Generally  answered  th^  Purposes  Intended  (viz.)  the  aeeonn 
modatioBs  of  Persons  apparently  in  Distress.  You  will  Please  to 
observe  that  the  Pennsylvanians  Conceive  that  the  Determination  of 
the  Oongressionall  Oourt  at  Trenton  Touching  the  jnrisdjotion  and 
Preemption  of  this  Country  was  final  and  Decisive  and  that  further^ 
Pretenticms  to  Tryal  upon  the  Subject  was  in  too  great  a  Depee ' 
Tampering  with  their  P&tienoe  and  Property,  and  are  Determmed 
to  Defend  it  against  any  Pretensions  or  People  Claiming  under  the 
SUte  of  Conneotacnt  should  they  bo  so  unjust  as  to  Persevere  in  so 
Iniquitous  a  measure. 

Gapt*  Armstrong  does  me  the  Honour  to  Detiver  this  to  whom  I 
refer  for  ite  authenticity  and  further  Particulars. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  the  Highest  Bsteem, 

and  Begard  Gentlemen  your  most  obedt. 
&  very  humble  Servt. 
ALEX.  PATTEBfiON. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  Thomas  McKean,  Esqr.,  ft   the  other  Supremo 
judges  now  at  Sunbury. 

Hond.  by  Capt.  Armstrong. 


Alexander  Patterson  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Wyoming,  12th  July,  1784. 
Sir, 

Whereas  I  have  for  some  fifteen  years  past  been  Interested  in  the 
affairs  of  Wyoming ;  and  more  particularly  so  since  the  late  Com- 
motioDS  became  serious,  I  therefore  humbly  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
Deemed  Impertinent  if  I  assume  the  freedom  to  state  some  fact0 
relative  to  the  situation  of  this  Country  as  it  now  stands,— 

♦  See  Col.  Itec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117. 


Mf        vmmsTLVAmiL  iachivbs  itm: 

Wbtt  Happened  before  Ool.  Moore  left  thk  piece,  he  het  an- 
donbtedly  faithfully  represented  to  your  Ezoelleiiey  and  Council, 
sittoe  irhtch  we  hate  been  oontinaidly  snrronnded  by  a  Body  of 
armed  men,  who  say  that  they  are  nnder  the  Direction  of  the 
sheriff  of  this  County,  thoFi  has  not  one  day  passed  that  they  have 
not  Committed  some  outrage  upon  the  peaceable  and  iBdostrioQa 
Itthabitants,  by  Beating,  Robing  and  Plundering  them  of  their 
property.  They  have  stolen  Thirty  one  Horses  out  of  the  setlle- 
ment,  besides  a  Number  of  Cattle  k  sheep  ^  This  day  they  took  Mr 
Shoemaker  one  of  our  Justices  who  had  just  returned  from  Sunbaiy 
and  Enter'd  into  recognisance.  Beat  him  in  a  Gruel  and  Barbarous 
manner,  we  have  bom  with  every  Speoied  of  Insult.  Their  Horrid 
Threats  to  murder  me  and  several  Oentlemen  at  this  place,  has 
Indueed  me  to  keep  a  Guard  of  Near  fifty  men  ever  nnee  CeL 
Moore  left  tlue  place  for  the  safety  of  onr  lives,  we  have  carefhlly 
avoided  all  acts  of  Hostilities,  and  thereby  I  hope  Evinced  to  the 
world  out  good  Intentions,  Ood  knows  that  we  wish  to  get  Clear  of 
those  Runegadoes  without  Bloodshed  but  I  fear  it  is  not  Poenbley 
they  will  commit  some  Crueltys  liiat  will  Eventually  bring  on 
Blooddied,  these  is  nothing  more  they  wish  than  to  act  the  Purt  of 
*the  savage,  they  have  Bladted  their  faces,  and  abused  o«r  People 
with  TowQieheoks  they  hav«  had  recourse  to  the  Law,  but  find  its 
Operations  too  slow  to  answer  their  purpose  they  are  I>etermined  to 
vq>ossess  themselves  tho'  at  the  risk  of  Life,  they  have  Duped  the 
state  in  their  Pretence  pf  applying  to  the  Laws,tliey  never  Intended 
the  least  good  to  the  stale,  they  ought  to  be  eiploded  from  a 
Gitiienship,  their  actions  has  always  shewn  it. 

Your  Ezcellencv  will  Easily  Perceive  that  this  Business  has  cost 
me  a  large  sum  of  money  apd  if  effeoted  will  doubtless  cost  0mne- 
thing  Considerable,  we  have  Various  Reports  of  a  Body  of  m«i 
coming  from  Connecticut,  it  will  Doubtless  be  Necessary  for  this 
State  to  Interpose,  I  have  besides  the  support  of  the  Guards^ 
alluded  to  supported  the  femilys  of  our  People  who  hold  Poeseesian^ 
with  Bread  to  a  Considerable  amount. 

'  Permit  me  to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Oovemment  ought  to 
Interpose  in  our  behalf,  and  give  an  Immediate  support  to  our 
Possessions  the  malcontente  having  done  Flagrant  oflenoes  snlBcifiiit 
to  warrant  such  interposition  for  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I. have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  Greatest  Esteem 

your  Sxeellency's  Most  obedient  & 

very  Humble  Serv't, 

ALEX.  PATTERflON* 
A  small  support  noW;  may  save  the  state  a  world  of  Trouble  and 
expence. 
Difmstoef,— -His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  162. 


John  FaANKUN  to  Ovficebs  ov  the  OabhisoNj  1784. 

WyoDttiig,  Jtdy  27ih,  1764. 

In  the  name  ttid  bebftif  of  the  laiiabitaoto  «f  this  ]daM|  who  hdd 
their  Luids  uBder  the  Oontteotioiii  Ohdni^  and  were  ktel j,  witfMolf 
Law,  or  even  the  Ooloor  of  Law,  drovv  off  fkom  their  Po6MMow 
and  Property  in  a  hostile  and  UBOonatiiatioaal  maimer— wb«  ihenm 
fore,  in  the  name  of  those  injured  and  inoena'd  InhabitentBi  ctemaiif 
an  immediate  Surrender  of  tear  Ghnrieon  into  our  handsy  tcgethig 
with  oar  Posfieseione  and  Property,  whieh  if  Comph'd  win,  yo« 
rimD  be  treated  with  Hnmanity  and  Oommieemtion  *,  otherwiie  th« 
Goneeqaeneee  will  prove  fatal  and  bloody  to  eiMty  person  ftnnd  is 
the  €kffri8on.  We  give  yon  two  Hoars  for  a  deoiffve  answw^  aaA 
will  reeeive  the  same  at  Mr.  Baile/a* 

JOHN  FBANKLIN,  in  behalf  of  the  injvied. 

John  Franklin  aeknowledged  the  above  instrument  of  writmg  to 
be  his  act  and  Deed,  in  the  preeoBce  of  us, 

Jno.  Boyd, 

John  Armstrong,  Jr. 
No  answer  sent  to  this. 

The  Siege  begun  the  28rd. 
iHrectedj 

The  Offieeis  at  the  Gamson  in  Wyoming.  Hon'd  Mr.  Hallen- 
back. 


DsFOSiTiON  John  Botd,  17S4. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  "Eaqt.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  s'd  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  John  Boyd, 
ibqr.,  k  being  duly  sworn,  doth  say  that  a  Bummons  of  the  same 
Tenor  of  the  within  written  one  was  Delivered  to  him,  &  that  John 
Franklin  acknowledged  the  same  in  his  presence  to  be  his  act  and 
Deed. 

JOHN  BOTD  * 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  mei  at  Wyoming,  Septr.  24th| 
1784. 

(Cicppy.)  JnO.  S2SLT. 

Deposition  oi-  William  BrinK;  1784. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Be  it  Remembered,  that  William  Brink,  one  of  the  Constables 
liear  Wioming^  and  particularly  for  the  Shawanese  township,  in  the 

*.nisis  attached  to  a  cepy-->firom  the  m^hMl  qf  witch  the  above  is 
yrinM. 
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ooanW  rf  NorthiunberUodi  ft  Stote  of  Benn^lyania,  tf^ieared  per- 
sonally before  the  Honorable  Thomas  M'Kean^  Esquire,  Doctor  of 
liavli  G&ief  Jostite  of  tliid  Sopv^me  oonrt  of  the  State  aforesaid,  &o., 
and  made  oath  on  the  holy  fivangelists  of  Almigbty  God,  tJbat  on 
IveMay^  ihb  twentietb  day  of  tk«  pDasoit  mondi  of  July,  this  De- 
poneBt  aad  di^em  otfier  Inhabitants  of  the  afs'  Sbayraaese  township^ 
Yisra  infiMrmed  thai  divers  poisons  trcm  GonnecticiLt  and  Yermonfc 
WBmoomiiig  to  WiiHninc  armed^  and  uiider  the oommand  of  aosrtaia 
Mtjoe  Jod  Abbots  and  Uiat  a  Oertaia  John  Franklin  was  also  oominf 
there  with  another  party  of  armed. men :  that  he,  this  Beponent,  ana 
between,  im^ij  and  thirty  of  his  neighbonrsi  assembled  together  in 
Iher  towvahit)  afis^,  armed  with  their  muskets  &  bayonetSi  and  staid 
m,tkBodj  JBUBtil  about  theee  o'dock^  when  they  conoljaded  the  Con- 
ieationi  i  Vermont  Par^y  were  not  eoming,  and  they  thereupon  set 
out  for  Fort  Dickinson,  and  having  marched  about  half  a  mile 
beyond  the  flat  lands,  commonlY  caUed  the  Bhawanese  Flats,  and 
were  got  into  a  wood,  very  thick  with  brush,  they  were  fired  upon 
by  a  4)arty  of  men,  who  lay  in  ambush,  and  three  of  them  were 
wounded,  two  mortally,  and  one  slightly — that  some  of  the  P^iriy 
with  this  deponent  returned  the  fire,  and  then  they  all  retreated 
back  across  the'  river  Susquehanna  and  up  to  the  Fort,  where  they 
all,  or  at  least  the  greater  pturt,  remained  until  Thursday,  when  this 
deponent's  wife  sent  his  son,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  with  a  hors^ 
for  him  to  ride  home;  but  he  left  "his  horse  at  the  Fort,  and  returned 
home  l]y  water  in  a  canoe,  and  at  the  river's  side  he  found  his  wife 
and  &mily,  also  Esekiel  Scouenhoven's,  Joseph  Montanie's,  Janes 
Grimes's,  Peter  Taylor's,  Preserved  Gooley's,  John  Gartwrigbt's, 
Nicholas  Brink's  &milies,  and  some  others,  standing  there,  women 
and  children,  under  the  guard  of  John  Swift,  Giles  Slocum,  Walter- 
^n  Baldwyn,  Satterly.  John  Inman,  and  some  others, 

armed  with  rifles  and  guns,  who  Lad  driven  them  from  their  habita- 
tions, without  suffering  them  to  bring  any  thing  with  them,  except 
the  Clothes  they  wore,  and  a  few  bed  clothes  for  two  or  three  of 
them — that  this  deponent  then  spoke  to  John  Swift,  and  the  others, 
and  told  them  they  had  had  recourse  to  the  Law,  and  did  tliey  now 
mean  to  aet  arbitrarily  and  by  force,  he  thought  thev  had  been  con- 
tented; but  they  severally  replied,  that  thev  expected  no  satisfaction 
fi*om  the  Law,  and  were  therefore  resolved  to  take  the^  own  satis- 
faction ;  that  they  meant  to  kill  every  'man  they  saw  carrying  arm^ 
they  then  asked  the  deponent  whether  he  intended  to  talke  his  wife 
and  family  into  the  Fort,  to  which  he  answered  that  he  did  not,  but 
to  take  them  Out;  into  the  country  down  to  Delaware-— tiiey  then  told 
him  they  meant  to  take  the  Fort,  and  to  show  no  quarter  to  those 
^whom  they  should  flnd  in  it,  men,  women,  or  children — that  iliis 
deponent  thereupon  went  with  his  ^mily  to  Justice  Seeley's,  about 
four  or  five  miles  from  that  place,  where  thev  remained  all  n%fat^ 
mud  the  next  morning  proceeded  with  his  family,  cattle,  and  a  litUe 
provisions,  together  with  a  blanket  and  coverlid;  to  the  house  of  Mj^ 


i^KMstw^AOdht^  jjaaasm».  im  j        ft» 


mitaif^,  neir  JMmnfe  mktj  in  tiw  emuatftsl  Noi«Mii{IU»,  ^riMie' 
he  left  then,  wben  he  set  put  far  Philadelphia,  whkh  was  yestenkji: 
sMMPBiBg.  Thk  deponent  farther  mkh  that  the  before  named  Whiter'* 
laaa  Baldwya  told  him  he  wondered  that  he  and  hk  Party  did  ao6i 
fij^t  tbem  when  they  shot  at  him  ds  them  in  tiie  woods  on  Toetdajri' 
and  wounded  the  three  men,  for,  said  he^  them  were  bnt^soTenteen- 
of  ns,  and  yon  were  the  stronger  party  in  trnmbers.  And  fothert 
this  deponent  suth  not. 

WILLIAM  BRINK .♦    '» 

i 

Sworn  &  Mfcseribed  the  27fh  day  of  July,  befoM  w». 

THO*  M'KEAN.     : 


PnposmoK  ov  Gol.  John  AsMefRONO^  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  ss  :  >     r 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Captain  John  Armstrong  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  appeared  personally  before  the  Honorable  Thomas^ 
McKean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  afs'd,  &c.,  and  being  sworn  on  the  holy -Evangel-^ 
ists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  this  present  month,  July,  as  he  was  travelling  from  Tio^  to. 
Sunbury,  he  was  oblig^  by  indisposition  of  health  to  stop  at  wio- 
ming,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  in  great  commotion,  a  camp 
being  formed  by  a  number  of  people,  who,  he  understood',  haa 
arrived  there  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  other  parts,  at  a 
place  ealled  Forty-Fort;  th^t  he  «mi  there  told  tteit  the  tiud  Piurty 
nad  oommitted  various  acts  of  outrage  on  the  inhabitants  of  that 
neighborhood,  such  as  insulting  and  beating  them,  stealing  their 
horses  &  cattle,  &c.  That  this  deponent  having  recovered  a  little, 
he  went  to  Forty-Fort  by  water,  and  on  his  landing,  he  was  met  by 
certain  Oiles  Slocum,  Walterman  Baldwyn,  William  Smith,  John 
Inman,  Edward  Inman,  Richard  Inman,  Ishmael  Bennet,  senior^ 
Jojin,  Jen):ins,  Phineas  Stevens,  Daniel  Pierce,  and  others,  in  all 
about  thirty  or  forty,  armed  with  rifles,  muskets,  &o.,  and  afler  his 
being  among  them  sometime,  he  found  by  their  general  oonversa- 
tion,  that  they  were  determined  to  drive  off  all  the  people,  who  had 
poesessed  themselves  of  lands  under  titles  from  the  Government  c/t 
Jpennsylvania,  in  that  country,  and  that  they  only  waited  for  re-in« 
fereements  to  enable  them  to  ezecnte  this  purpose.  That  he  appre^ 
hend^,  from  the  conversation  he  then  had  with  them,  that  theii^ 
party  at  that  time  consisted  of  about  sixty  men.  This  deponent 
farther  saith,  that  he  returned  afterwards  to  his  quarters  contiguous 
to  the  late  Garrison,  and  remained  there  a  few  days,  when  the^' 
party  from  Connectiout,  Ac.,  fired  upon  the  Fort,  where  some  if  thcC 

»  Bee  Cat.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  167. 


BBnraBEL7AinA,  ABoarrM  xm.. 

indtvPtamgytfABi^iriioieliteBhii  kMt  itrataMd,  ««e 
Mmnbled  in  mftty.  IhaM  on  Thnradbiy  kafe,  ike  twenii-aewBd 
doj  of  thifl  pioiont  meatfi,  a  natnW  of  mtn^  mNOMB  and  oluUnB» 
flra  iBio  tbs  Fort  lor  protoetiott,  wte  wportod  that  tbey  wen  <&• 
peUtd  their  heoMO  bj  an  araned  &Toe,  plnndond  of  emj  speciM  of 
ptopBrtjy  and  thait  their  fi^ea  ^wve  threatMMd  bj  tiie  eettlfin  imkIst 
tko  State  of  Conneetmit  and  a  pavtr  lately  from  Yermoat  T^ 
on  the  twenty  third  of  this  month,  a  large  party  appeared  enbodiel 
near  Vtirt;  Diekinaon,  and  aoon  after  fired  upon  the  inhabitaata,  who 
had  fled  there  for  safety. 

This  deponettt  Airther  ealA,  thai  rcAeo^ng  on  the  unhappy  nCo^ 
ation  of  uke  women  and  children,  who  liv^  near  to  the  Fort,  in 
being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  both  parties,  he  be^ed  of  a  widow  thtt 
had  two  sons  with  the  aforesaid  party,  to  desire  that  they  woaU 
oease  firing,  nntU  ^  and aolnemo^  in  arsimilaar  ailnation could  be 
removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  which  she  accordingly  did,  and  theie- 
npon  they  sent  her  word  that  there  shonU  bo  no  firing  for  two 
hours,  when  he  went  to  assist  a  certain  Mrs.  Spanlding,  a  Use 
woman,  to  remove  her  family  and  property,  but  he  had  scarce  left 
the  gate  of  the  Fort,  when  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  afe'd  Connccti- 
cut  party.  That  they  continued  to  m'e  upon  the  inhabitaBta, 
wounded  a  boy  of  about  twelve  years  old,  an  old  man  above  siitj- 
five  years  of  a^e,  and  shot' at  a  very  young  boy  riding  on  a  honei 
and  wounded  the  horse ;  and  that  Hostilities  had  not  ceased  on 
Sunday  morning  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  when  he  left  the  plaoe. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not 

JOHN  AEMSTKONG  * 

Sworn  al  Philadelphia;  July  2801  day,  1784,  befiirs 

Tho.  M'Kwah- 


GoMMissiONiEs  TO  AuBx.  Patteuson,  &o.^  1784. 

Northumberland  Go.  ss : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Magistrates,  officers,  and  a  number  of  tbe 
Gkxid  Inhabitants  of  the  county  aforesaid.  Taking  into  aerions  coa- 
deration  the  distress'd  situation  of  the  Inhabitanta  of  Wyonio^ 
Both  New-England  and  Pennsylvania  have  appointed  Mr.  Joha 
8oott|  Mr.  Wm,  MoCord  and  Thomas  Hewitt,  JBsqr.,  To  Keqoest 
both  Parties  to  Cease  Ebatilities  untill  the  further  mind  of  Coawul 
and  Assembly  be  Known. 

In  pursuanoe  of  the  above,  we,  the  Bubscribers  are  arrived  for 
that  purpose,  and  do  Grave  a  Gonference  with  you^  Either  by  Ona* 
mittee,  to  meet  a  Committee  from  the  other  Party,  or  otherwise,  as 
you  ahall  Think  most  Proper— -we  would  wish  you  to  be  aa  Expedi* 

«  6ea  CoL  Bae.^  YoL  XIT.,  p.  167. 


tioas  as  Possible,  as  we  are  nuder  an  oblintion  to  make  our  Betom 
as  soon  as  possible. — ^We  are^trith  nmcb  Itsteem^  jonr  well  wic^ersi 

AiASsay'B^'AraBfioVi')     .  Thom as  HewitT| 

B.  W.  Ball,  vEsqrB.  John  Socn, 

*8ahl.  IUlib.  3  Wb.  MoConix. 

July  80th,  1T84. 


AJQSwer  to  the  above. 

"Vfjoming,  July  SOlh,  1784.  ; 
Gentlemen^ 

.W«  aie  kotoBBd  hf  yonrs  of  this  date,  sni  .ooooeiiviQ  4)iii»6lrf!B 
much  obliged  by  the  [firouble  you  and  the  Magistrates  .oif  this  ooont^ 
have  taken  m  the  inata&oe.  There  will  be  no  HjostiliJMa  ^osiQiencal 
on  our  parts,  and  shall  be  happy  to  4see  you  at  the  ^rrison  when 
you  think  proper  to  honor  us  with  a  visit  Every  thing  that  may 
tend  to  the  Good  of  4fai«  €k>TernA6»t,  and  I9ie  saft^  of  Ate  Lives  of 
the  Citizens  shall  be  strictly  observed  on  our  Part.  We  wish  a 
conference  with  you  as  soon  as  may  be  at  this  Place.  Captain 
Henderson  w:aits  upon  you  for  an  answer^  or  to  accompany  you  to 
■the  Ckrrison. 

We  are^  Gentlemen^  widi  Esteem^ 

Your  Obedient  Serv'ta, 

John  Scott,  [•  B.  W.  BaiiL^ 

WlSUAM  MoCkWD.    )  fiAtfL»  BlBBk 


CovmnsiONiM  <oo  4iax.  PAxmmr^  to.,  1784. 

Wyombg,  July  30th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

.We  reeetred  yours,  and  acre  happy  to  find  such  compliance  on 
your  part  We  would  wish  to  meet  you  at  Mr.  John  HolIenback'Si 
at  3  o'clock  this  aiiemoon,  bs  we  baire  the  uitmost  assurance  from 
He.  John  Franklin,  Mr.  John  Swift,  Mr.  Phineaa  Pierce,  and 
•thera,  that  you  will  be  treated  with  the  utmost  Civility.  We  are, 
Gentlemen,  with  much  Esteem,  your  humble  Servts., 

Alexander  Pattibson,  )         "  Thomab  Hawirr, 

B.  W.  Ball,  \  John  Soott, 

Saml.  Beep.  }  Wm.  MoCobj). 

An  immediate  answer  would  be  verry  agre^— rfrom  yonxv  as  be- 
fore.- 


isdB         VEsmmrhYASfiL  iynrnm  km 

Answer  to  the  foregoing. 

Wyowlpft  J#^y  80*,  1784. 
Oendemen, 

We  are  to  iKskn<mledge  the  receipt  of  yoUira  by  Captain  H6Bde^ 
son.  Would  be  happj  to  meet  joa  at  Mr.  HoUenbaok^  But  ve 
wish  first  to  know  whether  yon  are  the  only  Persons  that  we  are  to 
meet,  and  whether  you  as  an  Embassy  from  the  Magistrates  of  this 
Gountyi  are  restricted  from  having  Egress  and  Begress  to  any  part 
of  said  County.  Permit  us  to  observe,  that  we  cannot  oonceive  it 
oonsistent  with  our  duty  to  meet  at  the  place  appointed,  being  at 
too  Qreat  a  distance  from  the  Garrison. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  Obedient  Servants, 
Tbomas  Hbwivf,  )  Alsxd.  Patisbsov, 

JoHK  SooTT,         [  B.  W.  Ball, 

Wm.  MoOobd.      3  Saml.  Rbd. 


GOMMISaiOMERS  TO  AlBZ.  PATTBB80N|  ib0.f  1784. 

July  80th,  1784. 
Gentlemen^ 

^e  received  yours  of  this  date,  and  yon  mentioned  Mr.  HollcA- 
back's  to  be  too  far  from  the  Garrison,  and  as  we  are  not  pemit^^ 
to  enter  the  Garrison,  we  request  you  or  any  Committee  from  yoQ) 
to  meet  us,  the  Subscribers,  together  with  the  Flag,  at  Mr.  Sla- 
n^m's  houM,  as  saon  ah  possible.  We  are,  with  due  Kespeet^  p^ 
real  Fniends  and  humble  Servants, 

Albxd'b  PATrBB0ON, )  .   TsoiCAS  Hbwiit, 

B.  W.  Ball,  >  John  Scott, 

Sahl.  Rbed.  j  ~  ^  Wm.  MgGobd. 

An  iiomediato  aaivsr  will  be  rmij  agEeeaUe.irom  yw,  u  befote. 

Answer  to  the  above.  » 

Wyoming,  July  aeth,  17«4. 

•Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  last,  pr.  Ilag.     We  wil!  meet  you  instantly  tt 

the  place  appointed;  in  the  Interim  we  Expect  all  hostilities  to 
'  cease }  it  shall  be  strictly  observed  on  our  part,  Bat  we  are  sorry  to 

Inform  you  that  this  Instant  our  people  were  fired  upoB.     We  v^f 

Gentlemen,  your  Obedient  Serv'ts, 

To  Thob.  Hewitt,  *)  ALsxB'a  FATnaaoix, 

John  Soott,     v  '     B.  W.  Ball, 

:  Wu.  MoGoBp,  3  Saml.  Bbxd,    - 

And.  Hbndbbson. 


UNNaZSTJJiUL  ABCimni/lTSfi  flW 

C0HHI88IONSB8  TO  Alex.  Fattkbsok,  &o.|  1784.         ^ 

Aicigttst  lit;  1784. 
Qentlemeii| 

As  we  are  not  pennitted  to  enter  your  Garrison,  and  Beady  to 
Betum  and  wish  to  take  our  Leare  of  the  Qentlemen  of  the  Garri- 
son, we  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  meet  us  at  Mr.  Slocum's 
HQU0e,  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  under  the  direction  of  a  Flag 
from  this  side. '  We  aire^  with  due  Bsteem^  your  obedient  Birmiif«f\ 

Albxd'r  PAOTmflOU,  B^*r,)  .  Tho8*:  Havm^  • 

And  the  Gentlemen  of  tne>       __  John  Soott, 

Garrison.  .  .,     .)         "  William  MoCoed. 

'.•-•••  -.7      ~ 

Answer  to  the^above*    . .  "  ' 

J  Wyoming,  August  Ist,  1784. 
Gentlemen,     ' 

'  We  shall  do  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  at  th^  time 
^and  placet  mentioned  in  yoiirs  of  this  Date,  and  are,  with  much 
Esteem,  your  Obedient  Servants, 

.Thomas  HswitT;     )  Albxd'r  PAirnouipN, 

John  Soott,  V  Esqrs.  B.  W-  Ball,     . 

WiLLiAtf  HoCoKD;  )  .  Saml.  Beed, 

Andw.  Henderson. 


Messrs.  Boyd  and  Armstrong  to  Prbs.  Diokinson^  1784^ 

•  '  "• 

Easton,  2d  August,  1784. 
Sif, 

In  our  haste  to  accomplish  some  part  of  the  preparatory  busia^Ei 
which  we  have  taken  upon  oursdvesy  wa  have  only  time  to  inform 
your  Excellency  &  Council  that  we  got  to  this  place  early  on  yestw- 
day,  &  that  we  purpose  to  leave  it  early,  on  to-morrow. 

l?here  has  a  late  Acct.  been  received  from  Wyoming,  which  left 
Them  in  inmost  the  same  situation  as  those  we  saw  in  Philada.  A 
2d  summons  has  been  sent  to  Patterson,  offering  Money  to  Him  & 
his  followers,  if  they  surrender,  &  threatening  them  all  with  the 
sword  if  they  do  not.  Some  Women  &  one  Child  have  been 
wounded  within  a  few  days. 

W»  propose  to  wrib  you  again  in  «  day  or  twor->whetf  we'  ihall 
be  better  able  to  determine  the  temper  as  well  as  pi;eparation  of  the 
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Troops  with  whom  we  mre  to  w^  &  of  irhom^  out  AoooonU  (at  this 
moment)  are  not  the  most  prbiftidiiDg. 
We  bave  the  honor  to  be,  Sut^ 

Your  Exoellenoy's  &  GooneU'e 
Mo8t  Obedient  ft  Moat 
Humble  Seryantgi 
JFNO.  BOYD, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb.* 

Hit  BsoeBeney  John  Dickinson,  Isq^  President,  &o. 


JUSTIOBS  OF  NOBTHUMBERIAND  TO ^  1784.t 

Wioming  Angt  5th,  1784. 
Gentlemen,  , 

We  are  now  at  this  place  In  order  to  execute  the  Laws  of  tkifl 
State  which  we  h^  to  effect  aa  the  Conn'ot  party  has  submittadft 
dispersed  in  our  presents  but  they  express  mat  fear  from  a  pv4 
lately  at  Locust  Ridge  ft  other  small  scuSking  parties  unlawrallj 
assembling  to  distui)>  the  places. — ^Therefore  Qentlcmen  we  hope  if 
you  or  any  of  you  know  of  any 'such  riotous  or  unh^wfol  farii^ 
collecting  you  will  discountenance  ft  forbid  the  same,  we  as  Jastices 
of  the  peaoe  for  the  Oo.  of  North'd  subscribe  burnelM,  your  cUt 
HumU^Servt. 

DAVID  HSAD, 
ROBT.  MARTIN, 
^   .    _         THOS.  HEWITT. 


JusncSB  or  NoETHUMBiRLAin)  County  to  A.  Pattebson,  fe., 

1784, 

Wioming,  Aug.  5th,  178i 
Gentlemen, 

In  Conseauenee  of  our  Instmclaons  from  the  Supreme  Szecntive 
'  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennesylyania,  we  hare  demanded  of  ^ 
Connecticut  Pbrty  -their  arms,  and  such  a  Number  of  their  mea  tf 
we  thiidt  Proper  to  be  put  in  Charge  of  Uie  High  Sherriff  of  the 
County,  untilJ  the  Pleasure  of  the  Chief  Justice  m  ;this  case  abJl 
be  known,  and  those  that  remain  to  be  Bound  to '  the  peace  and 
good  Behatiour  in  suAoient  Security, — ^which  th^  faare  Gomplyed 
with. 

WFsfflhefir  app^tM»^tts4]ol|A*  Beo«,  VsL  XIY.,  p.  168^  snA  <02» 
aOSofthis. 
t  Kot  directed. 


rmmYhVIMlA  ABGBIYIS  1784.  9» 

Therafore  ia  tbe  um»  of  tike  GottttQ»9r«iU(b  w«  i^mvad  ifca 
same  of  you  and  your  Party^  also  the  delivery  to  ui  of  all  State 
Property  and  your  Flag  to  be  taken  dewn. 
We  are  yoa»  te.; 

ACBX.   PATT1B80K|  BoBT.   MARTnTy 

B.  W.  Ball,  Thcw.  Hiwitv, 

Saml.  RsiB;  David  Mxad. 

And.  Hxin>iB80K, 


JufTiois  ov  Nqeth^mbuiiAkp  to  Johh  Franuin,  &0.. 

1784. 

Wioming,  5th  Augt.  1784 
Gentlemen, 

In  obedience  to  onr  Instractions  from  the  Snpreme  Kraeative 
Conneil  of  the  State  of  Penneylvania  we  ha?*  repaired  to  thia  plaoe 
k  find  two  parties  in  aetnal  Hostilities. 

Therefore  in  the  Naaie  of  the  Oomrnonwealtti  we  eommand  yo« 
ft  that  without  delay  to  deliver  us  the  arms  of  your  party's  together 
with  such  a  number  of  your  men  as  we  shall  think  proper  to  put  in 
charge  of  the  hith  Sheriff  of  ^e  County  untiU  the  pleasure  of  the 
Chief  Justice  in  this  case  shall  be  known  &  if  re<{uired  those  that 
temaintobeboimd  to  the  pease  ftgood  behaviour  with  sufficient 
security. 

We  are  ftc., 
MemtEfJonn  Framklik,  Thos.  Hswirr, 

PHnfSHAS  PiKROB,  DaVID  MrAD, 

Giles  Slooum^  Bobt.  Martint. 

johh  swifp, 
N.  B.  The  Oonn'ct  pajrty  (Mspersed  in  our  presents. 


JOHfil  FbANKUN,  fto.y  TO    JUSTTOXS    OF   NORTHUMERLAND 

Co.,  1784. 

Wioming,  Augt.  5th|  1784. 
OentlemeUy 

.  We  received  your's  of  the  present  Date  in  which  you  as  Majes- 
trates  and  as  such  we  revere  you  in  your  exalted  sphere,  and  as  you 
have  in  the  name  of  the  Comnuniwealtk  of  P«ennsylvania  made  a 
Demand  of  our  Arms,  declare  .our  promptitude  to  comply  with  your 
Beqnisition  and  we  shall  rely  Gentlemen  upon  your  Honors  than 
we  shall  have  the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  of  this  State  in  all  respects  fsr 
the  future,  at  the  sanw  Time  lement^g  the  negleet  of  the  Iaw  in 

27* 


m»  ^BNNBTLVJLMUL  ▲BODZYSB  1784 

nines  pMiwhieli  haa  been  the  omoion  of  all  ihe  Rtm^Mm  vUch 
we  are  charged  widi. 

Gkntlemen  wa  are  with  dae  reepeot, 

your  iiKNilobedi.  iravble  Servta. 
DAyjD  MxAD,      1  JoBK  Feankun^ 

TH09f.  HbwxtT)  lEequires.     John  Swiit 

BOBT.   JkUATIN,    J  OILS8  SkOCUM, 

Phuishab  Pubcx. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing. 
JwnoKB  or  NoETHUBtBxftLAND  OouNTT  TO  GotmciL,*  1784. 

Wiomingy  Angt.  6thy  1784. 
GolfttlemeiBi 

In  obedienoe  to  the  Instmotions  of  Oooncil  of  24th  Jolyi  ve 
Bepairad  to  this  Place  tod  foittid  the  Two  Parties  in  actual  Hostili- 
tiea,  and  yesterday  made  a  Demand  of  the  Goftneo't  Party  a 
Surrender  of  their  arms  and  sabmiasion  to  the  Laws  of  this  Statfl^ 
which  they  Complyed  with^  veferanoe  being  had  to  the  Inolflsed 
papers. 

.  We  also  made  a  Demand  of  the  same  nature  of  the  Party  in  tbi 
Oarrison,  bat  have  Beoeiyed  no  direct  but  eT«nYeaii8werfr--ai  mo* 
lune  expressing  fear  of  their  livei^  in  reply  to  which  they  w^ 
iHTomised  Protection  agreeable  to  Law  in  every  reapeot  but  still 
hold  the  Garrison  and  have  not  Disponed. 

We  Believe  that  a  Due  execution  of  tlie  Laws  will  be  the  most 
effectual  measure  te  Quiet  the  Country,  as  to  the  friended  Qsi* 
or  Title  of  the  Gonnec't  Party  we  have  nothing  to  fear,— ^uid  are 
Convinced  that  had  it  not  been  through  the  cruel  and  irrepulu 
Conduct  of  our  Own  People  the  peace  might  have  been  estabbshed 
long  since  and  as  well  ibe  Hotor  and  D^piity  of  Qoversmeat  mp- 
ported. 

We  are  Gentlemen  with  the  greatest  Bespecty 

and  esteem  your  Hble.  Servt. 

THO.   HEWITT, 
DAVID  MEAD, 
BOBT.  MABTIN, 
P.  S.  Please  to  satisfy  the  express  for  his  Trouble. 


'Mbsb.  Botd  and  ABMsnoNG  TO  Pus.  DioKiNSOii — Wroisa^f 

1784. 

7th  AMkgi,  nu. 

Kr, 

•     THl  ^  day  we  hate  had  no  easy  mode  of  eommumoating  with 
your  Excellency,  nor  was  our  intelligence  such  as  would  have 

•  Not  direoted  but  inftrrsd  from  its  eontsnts. 


I^BHNBTIVAMU  AtlOBITiS  1784  4»i 

MC0  ikis  moniiiig  howeter  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  Captain 
4Bbots^  by  whom  we  mvat  b^  leaye  to  8tate»  in  a  veiry  hasty  way 
the  prooeedings  wbieh  hav«  abeady  been  taken  &  those  we  have  it 
in  contemplation  yet  to  take. 

Upon  our  aniyal  at  .Easton^  we  foniid  nalth^  the  temper  nor 
preparation  of  the  militia  each,  as  we  had  expeoted  to  find  them. 
Tho  first  (to  which  no  sexrice  would  be  very  acceptable,)  had  been 
particularly  set  agaiiist  this  by  the  agency  of  some  fellows  who  with 
in^ence  enough  to  mislead  the  people,  haye  had  wickedness  enough 
to  misrepresent  the  object  ft  intentions  of  Ooyemment.  We  eyery- 
where  met  the  following  objections,  *^  that  it  was  the  onanM  of  « 
sett  of  Land  jobbers,  that  the  whole  Oonntry  waa  not  worth  the  life  of 
a  single  man,  or  the  labor  of  ihe  many  who  were  now  called  out  to 
'«|iiiet  it,  ft  that  they  were  drawn  forth  not  merely  to  support  the  laws 
but  to  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  Connecticut  claimants,  ftc,  fto. 
idle  and  absurd  as  these  objections  were,  ft  much  as  Col.  Craiff  ft 
others  had  exerted  themselyes  to  obyiate  them,  yet  such  was  their 
eibd  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  that  not  more  than  one  third  of 
the  number  wamM  appeared  at  the  place  of  Rendezyous  ft  among 
tlkefle  but  yeiy  few  declared  themselyes  to  be  perfectly  willing  to  go 
ftffther.  Disagreeable  as  we  felt  this  want  of  disposition  it  was  not 
howByer  more  unpromising  than  their  almost  total  want  of  prepam- 
tion.  Out  of  70. men  who  came  from  the  6th  Northampton  Batt'n, 
tiiere  were  but  40  who  had  brought  their  arms-**aocoutrement8, 
kettleS;  fte.,  ftc.,  there  were  none.  v 

•  This  must  haye  necessarily  produced  a  delay  had  it  not  arisen* 
from  another  source.  Col.  Craig  haying  in  the  first  instance  counted 
ttpon  a  more  exact  compliance  with  his  orders  than  they  afterwards 
net,  had  made  a  yery  extensiye  arangement  of  three  detachments 
which  were  to  moye  by  different  routes,  yery  widely  apart  ft  entirely 
out  of  reach  of  each  other.  This  supposed  that  each  would  be 
equel  if  not  superior  to  the  whole  force  of  the  insurgents  which 
your  Excell'y  will  find  generally  stated  at  250  or  800  men.  We 
need  therefore  enter  into  the  reasoning  which  induced  us  to  alter 
this  plan  ft  instead  of  committing  ourselyes  by  detail  to  bring  the 
whole  force  to  some  adyanced  point  from  which  we  might  operate  i^ 
contingency  would  direct— This  plan  which  entirely  commands  the 
entrance  of  the  swamp  was  thought  the  most  proper  tor  this  pujposei 
ft  we  haye  aobordingly  drawn  them  hither.  « 

In  this  situation  an  account  of  the  half  finished  negociation  of  the 
Northumld.  Magistrates  has  found  us,  we  could  wish  it  had  been 
more  compleat,  but  from  some  private  eTidence  which  we  shall  soon 
•be  at  liberty  to  communicate,  we  are  led  to  apprehend  that  the 
principles  upon  which  it  has  been  conducted  were  neither  yery  fair 
to  individuals  nor  honorable  to  the  State  ft  cannot  therefore  be  either 
very  lasting  or  satis&ctory.  Some  part  of  this  opinion  we  have 
formed  upon  the  magistrates  own  letter  to  your  ExcelFy  which  we 
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took  tbe  liberty  U>  open,  Mid  mhUk  we a^im  ^<M>kiie.    WepNpvB 
.therefore  to  prooeed  iBunediaielj  &  EndeaTor  to  exaonto  the  furdiir 
inteEtione  of  Coa«(OiL  -We  skaU  nu>fe  ttie»  troope  at  soa  aitt  A 
bope  to  i^t  thro'  the  «wamp  at  day  break  to-moKr«w« 
We  are,  Sir,    • 

With  th«  higbMt  Mipeet; 

your  BxceneBcy*s  t  Ocondl'B 

most  obed't  Humble  servants, 

JOHN  ARMSTEONa 
JNO.  BOYD. 

His  Bseell'y,  Preat  Dickinson. 

The  late  a&ir  at  Locust  Hill  was  <Hie  of  the  most  imundeni  aol 
unprovoked  attacks  that  has  yet  been  made,  k  shall  beoone  m 
/Mirlv  object  of  our  enauirias.     The  oircumetanees  weie  as  foUoiTB) 

CioL  Moore  agreeably  to  a  plan  which  we  had  eonoerled  in 
Philad'a,  had  ooUected  about  20  Volunteers  with  whom  ha  bad 
taken  possession  oC  a  little  height  about  midway  in  the  Mivfi 
merely  to  command  the  avenue  by  which  we  propoaed  to  nsMbi 
the  Coll.  had  lain  there  some  hours  believing  himself  to  be  perfeotfy 
.secure  (aa  they  were  still  in  Northampton  Go.,)  when  withoniiai 
provocation  on  his  part  or  previoua  notice  on  theirs,  he  was  %tfA 
upon  by  the  Insurgents,  driven  into  a  little  but  &  there  obUged  to 
sustain  a  two  hours  attack  of  great  violence,  in  which  three  of  U0 
« man  were  wounded  &  one  kill'd.  The  assailants  then  withdrew 
into  the  swamp  and  the  GoL  retired  hither. 

This  little  rencounter  would  have  been  much  moie  e(}nal  had  set 
Moore  himself  been  ill  of  a  £&ver  &  His  party  eo  mneh  dispeiifd.' 


DspoaiTioN  OF  IUjphalsi  Smmons—Wyomihq — ^Locust  Hiu-y 

1784. 

Before  me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices,  &c.,  in  &  fet  ^ 
County  of  NorthomberlaDd,  peraoually  appeared  Eliphalet  Emmeos, 
aeed  thirty  odc  years,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evawliit 
ofAlmighty  God,  doth  depose  and  sav  ;  on  Thursday  the  29  Julyr 
1754,  there  came  to  my  house  early  m  the  momiogy  one  SuUivaa 
and  Phelps  and  enquired  for  two  men  who  bad  passed  the  Koad  the 
night  before,  to  wit,  John  Qabel  &  one  Lightly*  On  Friday  moniiitf 
came  one  Burwell  and  another  person  whom  I  do  not  know,  • 
.  enquired  .if  there  was  a  party  of  men  at  Locust  hill,  I  told  them  that 
I  did  not  know.    Immediately  after  came  thirteen  men  commanded 

*  See  page  807. 
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hj  WtteiBiD  BafiwiB;  A  enoBiied  if  ikire  was  n^t  Mfwrianiel  &  • 
party  of  men  at  Locnat  Hill — I  oould  not  tell  them.  They  tbea 
went  away.  On  Friday  at  midnight^  came  Gideon  Church  and  a 
Tonng  m^n  by  name  of  Jenkins,  who  said  they  were  going  off  to 
New  Englandi  They  then  went  off;  &  eame  back  on  Saturday 
morning  about  an  hour  after  sunrise;  and  about  half  an  hour  after- 
wards  one  Vanorman  eame  in ;  Church  and  Jenkins  in  conversation 
mentioned  that  they  had  found  out  by  Vanorman  that  twenty  five 
men  were  at  Locust  Hill,  They  then  went  away.  On  Saturday 
about  midnight  came  Oideon  Ohmroli  and  Waterman  Baldwin  and 
several  others  whom  from  the  Darkness  I  did  not  know,  who  said 
they  were  ffoing  to  meet  McDonnel's  party,  even  if  they  went  tp 
Locust  Hill  for  him.  They  said  that  they  had  forty  men  with  them'. 
I  asked  them  if  they  did  not  think  MeDonnel  was  reinforced  witb 
some  more  men.  They  answered,  Ood*Damn  him,  they  did  not  care^ 
they  would  fight  him  where  they  could  meet  bim.  They  staid  but 
a.  few  minutes  &  wept  off.  At  Sunday  noon  Lord  Butler,  Gideon 
Church,  Prince  Alden,  &  one  Harris  came  to  my  bouse  &  got 
Dinner,  ft  went  off.  I  asked  where  the  rest  of  the  Party  weret 
some  one  answered  that  they  were  gone  back  to  Wyoming.  About 
three  o'Clock  on  Monday,  came  Lord  Butler  ft  another,  who  got 
their  Dinner,  ft  ordered  something  to  be  got  for  thirty  seven  men, 
who  were  coming  in  ft  whom  they  said,  were  almost  starved.  About 
6  o'clock,  the  thirty  seven  men  camC;  ft  got  their  Victuals.  John 
Swift  commanded  the  party,  among  whom  were,  Lord  Butler,  a 
man-ealled  Major  Abbot,  Waterman  Baldwin,  John  Fuller,  William 
McCIure,  Gideon  Church,  Thomas  Heath,  young  Ishmael  Bennel;, ' 
Dootor  Minor  who  was  wounded-  thro'  the  Leg,  PHnce  Alden,  one 
White,  one  Sullivan,  Abm.  Pike,  Bill  Sloakum,  John  Plainer,  one 
Bvrbel.  When  Butler  first  came  he  mentioned  that  they  had  a 
•kirmish  at  Loeost  Hill  and  had  killed  a  number  of  the  people 
there ;  he  said  he  believed  that  they  would  not  again  attempt  coming 
thro'  the  swamp.  After  the  whole  party  came  up  there  was  a  great 
daal  of  Conversation  about  their  affair  at  Locust  Hill,  the  general 
Tenor  of  it  was  of  the  number  of  men  they  had  killed  ft  the  numbdt 
of  shot  they  had  put  thro'  the  House  at  Locust  Hill.  They  staid 
about  two  hours  ft  then  went  away.  I  asked  Lord  Butler,  why  he 
IumI  not  taken  McDonnells  men  prisoners.  He  said.  Damn  them 
we  did  not  want  prisoners,  but  we  wanted  to  shew  them  that  we 
wovld  not  let  them  eome  thro'  the  swamp.  Lord  Butler  seemed 
to  have  the  next  command  to  Swift.  The  Deponent  on  a  nnmbct 
of  names  being  read  over  to  him  recollects  that  the  following  persons 
beades  those  above  named  were  also  at  his  house  with  the  Party  on 
the  Return  from  Locust  Hill,  Two  men  by  the  name  of  Jenkina, 
one  Gore,  Danl.  Sullivan,  Leonard  Cole,  Reuben  Cook,  one  Halstead^ 
Bdward  Inman,  one  Harris,  Stoddart,  Spencer,  Wm.  Smith,  one 
Corey,  ft  Moses  Silb.    The  Deponent  is  a  Tavern  keeper  ft  had  put 
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iom6  Minet  down  in  kis  Books.    Bo  haa  a  personal  knowMge  dF 
Ihem  all. 

ELIPHALET  EMMONS. 

Sworn  before  me  at  1 

Wjoming,  August  9th,  1784.  j 


U9W  <7I«U| 

Jno.  S: 


IXELT. 


DSPOBITZON  or  SlUBKGX  EMMONfiH-WTOlUNO,  1784. 
Before  me  ihe  subscri'ber  one  of  the  Justices,  &c  ^  in  &  for  the 


to  the  beposition  of  her  Huaband  which  was  read  in  her  prescnoe, 
that  she  beard  Lord  Butler  say,  on  his  return  from  Locust's  Hill,  at 
her  husbands  house,  that  he  believed  they  had  killed  some  of  the 

Erty  at  Locust  Hill.    She  heard  ]>  Minor  say  he  had  seen  three  of 
em  dead  and  stiff. 

SILENCE  EMMONS. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  August  9th,  1784. 

Jm«  S££L7. 


BiPoaiTioai  or  Chabus  Maneow— Wronzjiai  1784. 

Northumberland  county,  ss. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  August  in  the  year  one  thousand  aef^ 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  Be£m  me  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquire,  <iM 
of  the  Justioes  of  the  Peaoe  in  and  for  the  said  Oounlgr,  Yotuntariiy 
iMtme  Charles  Manrow^  aaed  Thirty-five  years,  af^d  upon  his  soleaa 
oath  according  te  Law  did  say  that  on  the  twenty-seoond  day  of  July 
last  about  one  hundred  of  the  New  England  party  among  whoas  wBie 
John  Franklin,  Giles  Sloakam,  John  Holloberg,  John  Ryon,  one 
Bumham  and  Abraham  Westbrook  came  to  the  house  of  this  depe- 
nent  living  Stoke  Township  near  Nantiooke  in  said  County  all  wltk 
/urms — ^Ihat  John  Franklin  when  he  came  up  to  this  deponents  home 
q^ke  to  him  and  ordered  him  to  march,  upon  which  the  deponsit 
replied  it  was  just  night  and  that  he  oould  not  oet  his  oreatves  lo 
that  he  oould  get  away.    Giles  Sloakam  immediately  says,  marok 
away  with  your  fiimily  up  to  the  Fort,  the  deposent  still  deeued  to 
stay  till  morning  &  go  down  the  Biver,  But  Giles  Sloakam  insist 
that  if  he  did  not  go  Siat  night  and  should  remain  there  till  momisg 
he  would  make  a  corpse  of  nun— And  afterwards  went  away  towardi 
the  Fort    That  this  deponent  not  thinking  himself  safe  to  stay  is 
his  house  left  it,  and  his  famUy  in  it,  and  returned  to  his  fiNuily 
about  a  week  after — that  John  llyon's  after  the  new  England  FutJ 
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^ad  been  l)efore  tbe  Fort  some  days  and  a  Meaation  of  arms  hai  beei 
agreed  on,  seeing  this  deponent  in  the  Town,  demanded  of  iiim  what 
he  meant  b^  itajing  on  the  gronnd  ft  threatened  that  if  he  did  not 

gawa J  qniokly  this  deponent  wonld  wish  he  had.  That  Jobs 
oUobergand  ^ward  Snman  after  the  attaek  at  Locust  Ridge toM 
ibis  deponent  at  his  own  honse,  vis.,  HoUoberg  told  him  ttiat  4 
Fartj  of  fifty  of  their  men  had  been  in  the  great  Swamp  to  attack  the 
Penamites  comins  in  to  Wyoming^  Enman  said  that  they  had  bestt 
to  Locust  Bidge  for  the  same  purpose,  and  had  attacked  them«t  th^ 
Honse  there-^Enman  further  saidy  that  it  was  his  opinion  they  had 
killed  seren  or  eight,  and  how  many  they  had  wounded  he  oould  not 
tell,  and  seemed  to  njoice  greatly  at  the  Buooess.  And  further  thk 
deponent  saith  not. 

his 
CHARLES  M  MANROW. 
mark. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  before 
Henbt  Shoemaker. 


Deposition  of  James  liANDON— Wyoming,  1784. 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

On  the  eleyenth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Four,  Before  mo,  Henry 
Shoemaker,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the 
said  County  Voluntarily  came  James  Landon,  a^ed  Thirty-Four 
years  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  as  follows,  viz.,  that 
John  Franklin  and  John  Jenkins  several  times  ktely,  with  Joel 
Phelps  had  ordered  this  deponent  to  move  out  of  the  House  he  lived 
in  since  last  spring  in  Shawonese  Township  in  the  said  County,  for 
that  they  would  suffer  no  one  to  live  in  that  country  who  would  not 
join  them.  That  Elijah  Phelps  and  one  Budd  about  three  weehi 
ago  came  to  this  deponents  house  and  took  away  his  Rifle  Onn, 
threatening  that  if  he  did  not  let  them  have  it  they  would  take  ten 
times  the  ^ue  of  it,  also  his  Powder  Horn  &  about  half  a  pound  of 
Powder  and  ten  or  twelve  Bullets — and  said  they  intended  todisami 
tiie  Penamites.  That  about  an  hour  after  he  this  deponent  went  to 
John  Franklin's  and  told  him  about  his  Gun  being  taken  from  him, 
with  Fnmklin  there  was  one  Richard  Inman  who  said  to  this  iew^ 
nent,  if  you  will  join  us,  you  shall  have  your  Gun.  That  Franklin 
told  him  he  should  not  have  his  Gun,  neither  did  he  ever  get  it 
again — ^and  said  he  must  either  go  and  join  them  in  the  Fort,  or  get 
out  into  the  Country ;  for  he  should  not  stf^  there— and  added  that 
by  the  eternal  God,  if  we  have  to  storm  the  Garrison,  we  will  saorifiee 
every  man  we  find  therein,  that  had  taken  up  arms  against  us-^That 
during  the  time  the  Fort  was  besieged,  as  this  deponent  was  sitting 
at  lus  own  door  making  a  pair  of  mooeorins  he  heaopd  a  Gun  tredj 


«3<  PSNN8iriiyAIIU  ASGHIYES  1784 

iaaki»giip,h»  saw  WiUiaia  Smith  ft  William  Sioakam  wbo  had  jaiir 
flboi  down  aa  Ox  said  to  belong  to  one  Hewin,  and  after  the  Ox  was 
JdU6d&<lresaedtheyl6ftitintheoareofM'«Windshipto8aIt  Thai 
whilst  this  deponent  was  at  a  certain  time  at  Windships,  one  Bnrnham 
oame  there  and  told,  that  be,  and  the  man  who  was  then  vith  him 
had  been  placed  as  oeatriee  at  Shawoaese  to  laj  in  amboah  for  the 
PiBiilisflTaiiiaiui,  that  his  orders  were  to  fire  apou  the  Pennsjlfaiuau 
as  soon  as  they  came  up  and  stand  their  Ground^  that  if  these  two 
Oenlcifis  heard  their  Party  fire,  they  were  then  to  leare  their  Poet 
iuid  go  to  their  assiataBoe,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  doff  who 
diaooTered  the  New  England  Party,  they  would  have  out  oS  the 
Peansyhanians  to  a  man — That  whilst  the  Fort  was  besieged  he  thii 
deponent  heard  Caleb  Forsythe  say  that  if  the  Pennsylyaniana  weie 
so  stubborn  &  woald  not  deliver  up  the  Fort,  they  would  be  put  to 
the  Sword  and  they  did  not  know  whether  they  would  spare  women 
and  children — And  that  he  had  heard  Waterman  Baldwin  say,  that 
if  they  could  not  hold  the  Lands  at  Wyoming  by  Law^  they  wobU 
by  force  of  arms. 

JAMES  LANDOHf. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  d&y  &year  above  said,  Before 

l^BMBT  SHOKMAKWR. 


.  Pdosixidn  ojt  John  Eimq— Wtominq^  1784, 

{forthamberland  County,  ss. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  Angust  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  O&e 
IhoualAd  Seven  Hvmdred  and  £ighty-Foar,  volantarilv  oame  bef<^ 
me  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peaee  ia 
aad  for  the  said  County,  John  ^wfU  '^^  ^"^^  ^^  <^  ^  ^^J 
Evangelists  aa  follows,  vus.|  that  on  Friday  last,  the  Sixth  Instant, 
WiUiun  Jacques  came  to  the  House  of  this  deponent  with  J(Ju> 
jSwift,  William  Sloakam  and  Elisha  Saterley  and  gave  him  notico 
that  he  should  move  out  of  his  House  aiid  be  gone  off  the  Premises 
and  leave  the  Plaoe  in  two  days  or  that  they  would  bum  the  Hooa9 
down  about  him,  or  words  to  that  efieoty^and  thenf^ve  a  great  shcat 
and  rode  off.  That  on  this  eleventh  <ky  of  August,  thia  deponent 
with  Abraham  Goodwin  were  ridin|;  along  the  r<»d  finom  this  depo- 
jients  house  and  coming  to  Wyoming,  being  on  the  road^  a  maoi 
whose  name  this  deponent  has  since  been  informed  ia  ISmothy 
Underwood  was  standing  by  a  houae  where  one  Woodworih  lives^  ^ 
was  armed  aad  tbeve  were  there  two  others  unarmed,  whom  this 
depoa«uat  did  not  know— That  Underwood  had  a  Bifle  vrith  him 
balonging  to  Abraham  Goodwin,  upon  Goodwin's  calHng  to  TJndsf^ 
wood  to  bring  to  him  the  Bifle  he  had,  which  Goodwin  aaid  was  ht8» 
Underwood  made  no  answer,  but  put  the  Bifle  to  his  ShouVkr  k 
.preaented  it  at  Goodwin  &  this  deponenU-Upon  whdcli  ikfij  pat 


tlietBfl6lve»  ott  t|i«  deifeaoe,  Amd  Underwowl  peroeirag  i^  Mnft 
behind  the  house  and  ran  off.    And  farther  tins  depoBent  aaith  nolb 

JOHN  KING. 
Taken  and  Sworn  tlie  day  and  year  abovesaid,  Before 

HfiNBT  SbOXAIAKEE. 


Dbpositioh  of  Hsnbt  Bibnk— Wtqming,  1784. 

Northumberland  Oonntj,  as : 

,  On  ihe  SleTontb  day  of  Angnst,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One 
Thonaand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Fonr^  Before  tne^  Henr¥ 
Shoemaker,  Esquirei  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the 
paid  County,  Voluntarily  came  Benry  Bumey,  aged  Forty  Tout 
TeaiSy  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelista,  as  follows,  via. : — 
that  about  the  beginning  of  July  last^  he,  this  deponent  living  ta 
Shawonese  Township,  in  said  County,  saw  John  Swift,  Elisha 
Baterley,  William  Jaquez,  and  a  number  of  other  persons,  and  at 
different  other  timeai  pass  along  the  Road  near  where  this  deponent 
lives,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  and  fro,  to  what  they  callea  Head 
Qoartersi  about  a  mile  distant  from  his  house;  that  this  Deponent 
bad  frequent  conversation  with  Swift  k  Saterley  &  one  Joel  Phelps, 
who  had  ordered  him  often  to  go  out  of  his  house,  and  threatened 
that  if  he  did  not  go  away  and  move  into  the  Fort,  they  would  abuse 
him,  by  beating  him  and  so  forth, — insomuch  that  he  was  afraid  of 
bis  Ufe.  That  on  the  twentieth  of  July  last,  after  the  ambuscade 
at  Shawonese,  he,  this  deponent,  saw  one  Bumham,  who  with  others 
bad  gone  out  to  lay  in  wait  for  some  persons  that  had  ^one  that  day 
from  the  fortto  Shawenese;  that  Bumham  was  speaking  to  Wind- 
ship  &  his  Family ;  Chat  he  overheard  Bumham  say,  that  he  &  his 
Party  would  have  cut  all  the  P^nnsylvanians  off.  that  were  on  their 
Betnra  to  the  Fort  from  Shawencse,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  dog, 
that  Bumham  said  he  saw  on  the  Road ;  one  man,  Brink,  killed, 
ft  that  several  others  were  killed.  That  'this  Deponent  says,  Daniel 
Pierce  and  others  frequently  4eld  hka,  that  they  intended  to  storm 
the  fort  where  the  Pennsylvaniats  were,  if  they  did  not  deliver  it 
up  in  a  few  days,  and  that  the  Pennsyivanians  in  the  Fort  must 
abide  by  the  conseauences  if  they  were  stormed  therein — and  that 
Daniel  Fierce.  Elisoa  Saterley,  and  others,  swore  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  clear  the  'Ground  at  Wyoming  and  the  ether  Settle- 
ments in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pennsyivanians,  -for  they  would  not 
suffer  any  of  them  to  remain  thereon*.  That  the  day  after  Migor 
McDaniel  &  the  Party  were  attacked  at  Locust  Ridge,  fiiisha  Sater- 
ley &  this  Deponent  met  together,  and  Saterley  asked  him,  what  do 
yoa  think  ox   the  Pennamites  now— That  they  were  not  able  to 


igkt  them  it  all;  for,  by  O— d,  we  baye  UUed  for^  of  Amb  jeiktf* 
Ay.    Aad  flurthtf  thb  D^^eni  taith  jftot. 

HENBY  BIBNEI. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  Day  and  year    - 
aboToeaid,  Before 
HSNBT  Shoxi 


DiPosmoN  or  Lkah  Yanga&dkb— Wtomino,  1784. 

Northumberland  Gonnty,  sa :  ' 

Oo  the  Eleventh  Day  of  Aagnst,  in  the  Year  of  onr  Lord  Oii« 
Thouaaod  Seven  Hdndred  and  Eighty  Four,  Before  me,  Heniy 
Shoemaker^  EsqairOi  One  of  the  Justioes  of  the  Peaoe  in  and  lor  the 
said  Connty,  Yoluntarily  oame  L€ah  Vangarder^  and  made  Oalh  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists^  that  on  the  Twentieth  day  of  July  last,  whilst 
Wilhelmus  Yangarder  was  at  the  house  of  Frederick  Evelands,  ia 
Bhawenese  Town^hip^  in  the  said  County^  lying  tiiere  from  a  wound 
be  had  received  the  same  day  at  Shawonese  from  some  one  of  the 
New  Eugland  Party,  and  this  deponent  being  then  also  with  him,  t 
certain  Thomas  Heath,  of  the  said  New  England  Partv,  oame  into 
the  house,  and  asked  the  said  Wilhelmus  Yangarder  if  he  knew  wto 
it  was  that  was  about  to  kill  him  after  he  was  wounded ;  Yangarder 
sud,  no ;  Heath  then  replied  that  it  was  he  that  was  going  to  k31 
.  him ;  and  soon  after,  upon  going  away,  he  wished^Yanearder  well, 
and  said,  he  hoped  that  if  he  said  Heath  should  ever  fidi  into  Yan- 
garder's  hands,  he  hoped  he  would  not  serve  him  so.  And  farther 
this  Deponent  saith  not 

her 
LEAH  M  YANGABDEB, 
mark. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  Day  and  Year 

abovesaid.  Before 

HXNRT  ShOIMAKKR. 


Persons  who  bors  Arms— WroMiiYa,  1784. 

1  Jn«  Franklin,  8  William  Jacques,  16  Daniel  Peiroe, 

2  Ebenezer  Johnson,    9  Joel  Abbott,  v.  e.  17  Timothy      Under- 
8  Jn«  Swifty  V.  a.       10  Jn«  Byon,  wood, 

4  Giles  Slocum,        11  Lord  Butler,  v.       18  William  Boss,  v. 
6  Phenias  Peiroe,      12  Elbha  Sattale,  v.e.  19  William  Jenkins  v. 

6  John  Jenkins,        13  Elisha  Drake,         20  William  Slocum,  v. 

7  Waterman  Baldwin;L4  Phenias  Stephens,  21  William  Jack80D,v. 

V.  e.  15  Gidion  Church,  v.  22  Benjamin  Smith, 


WESSBTLYAHaA  ABGDITIB  17IC  «M 

28  Frederiok  Badd,    46  Nathan  Wade,  68  Jcweph  Tyler, 

24  Walter  Spenoer,  y.  47  lahmael  Benneft|  64  Gornelina  Brown, 

25  Bliabft  Harding,  y;  48  Jos#ph  Gory,  y.  66  Jamea  Brown^ 
2QThomaBStoddard,T.49SaleBol)eri0,  66  Thomaa  Neill,  ^ 
%7  Daniel  Sulliyan,  y.  50  Elisha  Bennet,  67  J&«  Platner,  y. 

j8  Joel  Pbelns,  51  Abraham  Pike,  y.  68  Khemben  Cook,     • 

.29  Noab  Pbelpai  52  John  Holberfe,  y.  69  Jer^miab  Wbit^y. 
j$QTboma8fifiatb,y.         Spy,    .  70  Samnel  Gary, 

,81  Jn«  Minor,  y.  58  Leonard  Gole^        71  Jnatice  Oaylord,y. 

.92  Besij.  Blanpbard,  54  laakel  Bttrnhaaa,    72  Pelick  Comatook,  > 

9a  Xitban  Blanobardi  55  William  Hybbert,  73  Jonathan  Bnrwell, 

84  Mafipn  Aldeni  Spy,  y.  .    j 

85  Prinoe  Alden,  y.  56  labmael    Bennet^  74  Joseph  Stilea, 

.86  Abraham  Neabityy.         Jif,  y.  e.  75  Will w  M«Clure,y. 

.87  Jn?  Gore,  y.  57  William     Smith,  76  Biobard  filiated, y» 

.88  Ayery  Gore,  Ju',  y.  77 ,    ,  ,.   , 

89  Nathaniel  Gook,     58  Bemjamin  Jenluna,  78  John  Fuller,  y. 

40  Myab  Harris,  y.  y.  79  Mosea  SUb,  y. 

41  RiohaiKi  Inman,     59  Nathan  Caiy,  (A  Goppy.) 

42  Jn»  Inman,  60  Abraham     Worl-  80  William  Hide,  y. 

43  William  Jones,  bropk,  81  Ned  Walker,  y. 
.44  Edward  Inman,  y.  61  —r-  Roseoraneei  82  Ihomaa  B^,  SpjK. 

45  Josiah  Pell,  62  Jn»  O'Neill,  ... 

Indorsed^ 

11th  Ang^t,  1784.  Names  of  the  persons  who  haye  borne  Arms 
in  the  late  outmges,  presented  by  «ln"  Franklin,  their  leader,  on 
yesterday.     (Copy.) 


No  1. 

DSPOSITIONS. 

Abraham  Oooden  Being  dfUy  sworn,  doth  depose  ft  say,  about 
tbe  middle  of  July,  Jiles  Slocum,  Gideon  Ghnroh  ft  eight  others 

.oamoto  the  hoose  of  the  Deponent  about  Noon  and-Plnnderedrthe 
bouse  of  two  Rifles  and  some  Ammunition  and  went  off,  about  a 
week  afterwards  Came  one  Phelps  and  seyen  others,  and  Demanded 
of  tbe  Deponents  wife  the  keys  of  the  Chest,  Mr  Gooden  beii;^ 

'  Terrifi'd  by  their  talk  and  appearance  opened  the  Chest,  out  of  whiob 
they  took  some  Ammunition,  the  Deponent  also  heard  one  Tyler 
Bwear  they  would  storm  the  Fort  and  put  eyery  one  to  Death,  the 
Children  they  would  Tawmehaok.  The  Deponent  asked  Timothy 
Underwood  this  day  for  his  Rifle,  said  Underwood  cocked  his  Rifle 
to  shoot  the  Deponent. 

ABRAHAM  GOODWIN. 

Sworn  before  me  at 
Wyoming,  Ang't  lltb,  1784. 
Jn*  Seely. 


•} 


M9  MHMBlLirJJnA  ABGEmB  Btl 


No  2. 

Pamelia  'PatfUr  Being  dvly  sworn  doth  depose  «ad  ay,  abmift 
the  nCeenth  of  Jnlj  came  odo  Stef^Mss  and  wvoid  otken  \»  ihe 
house  of  ifae  Deponente  fiither  k  Tbrestened  to  MD  the  eU  biBi 
they  woidd  eni  him  m  Ineh  pieeee  and  hum  him,  snj  ether  Deilk 
WM  too  good  fm  him^  ikrther  eaid  they  wooU  dme  Eveiy  oae  to 
the  fortySAd  they  would  pat  Hea  Women  ft  GhiMrai  to  deith,  tkt 
they  Disregarded  the  Iaws,  there  was  nose  fer  them  or  against  then, 
they  had  kept  the  ground  hy  the  point  of  the  sword,  wSk  was  dete^ 
mined  to  keep  il  so  still,  the  Tuesday  foBowing  the  l>epoMat  weai 
to  see  Willhelmss  Y"  (}orden  a  man  that  was  wounded  by  the  C«»- 
nectient  Party,  amoung  some  dtseourse  the  deponest  hsard  die 
wounded  man  say  to  one  Thos.  flealh,  Jun',  that  the  ysnkeys  firei 
first,  fkrther  sssd  as  they  were  walking  along  the  Bo«d,  said  Y*  Qioh 
den  spyd  a  dog  in  the  Bushes,  and  was  turning  towards  Henry  Brink 
who  was  Next  to  him,  to  tdl  him  he  belieVd  it  was  a  ysnkey  dog. 
Just  as  he  was  gmng  to  speak  he  the  s'd  Y*  €k>rden  ft  Brink  w« 
both  dhot^  and  looking  towards  Heath  who  was  set»g  en  the  Be^ 
side  said  you  are  the  person  that  was  going  to  Blow  ^mt  my  Bntti 
^ui  I  was  Laying  there  wounded  and  would  haye  done  it  had  it  s^ 
heen  for  ^me  of  your  party  that  strode  away  yomr  gun  and  Bepe- 
manded  you  for  so  doing. 

her 

PAMEIIA   I      TAYLER. 

mark 


Sworn  before  me  at 
Wyoming,  Au^  12th,  1784. 

Jll*  SSSLT. 


I 


No.  8. 


Before  me  the  subflcrtber  one  of  the  Jnsttoes  in  ft  for  the  Ooinitj 
of  Northumberland  personally  appeared  J<ma(han  MarA  who  being 
duly  sworn,  doth  depose  ft  say.  That  he  has  repeatedly  seen  the 
people  called  G(mnecticat  settlers  drive  away  bis  nei^bours  eattie, 
Bo^,  ft  Sheep  ft  kill  them.  That  some  time  fn  June  the  Deponest 
was  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Stroud  in  Northampton  County,  where 
he  saw  one  Stoddart  and  one  Pearce,  with  about  Bight  or  ten  of  the 
Gonoeetiont  People,  The  Deponent  was  then  driving  up  some  oittle 
Sheep  ft  Hon,  diey  asked  him  where  he  was  goins  with  them,  he 
answered  to  Busqnehaonab  some  of  them  said  **  Ood  dam  you  get 
'<  along  with  them,  We  wish  you  had  ten  times  as  many,  fnr  we 
<'  desigpi  to  have  them  all  soon.''  The  Deponent  then  oame  along, 
after  his  arrival  at  Susquehanah  4n  oonversatioii  with  one  Chester 


amtffmNASJjL  Maaanm  im.        nt* 

BMn,  iho  J}f/f(ifDm^9dk9i  fain^  km  he  Ami^t  mittarwMM  fl6». 
Heaosweged,  ^  BjChod  the  wooda  fhaU  he  avfitU  el  While  UUew 
'^  thia  Saiiner  aa  ever  they  were  of  Bkek  €M^-«*ore  kMwi  te  lay 
<Mn  the  wooda  if  noihiag  eke  will  do  ft  ehoot  the  Heada  of  the> 
'' Penns^vaniana.'^  The  DepoDent  ahoat  two  weeka  ago  heard 
Beajamin  Hervy  lay^  <<  Ood  dama  the  Lawa  of  thia  State  ft  all' 
•*  thoBB  who  made  theoi/' 

JONATHAN  MARSH. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyomiiiff^ 
Angt.  10th,  1784.  [ 

Jko.  Svklj  )  ^ 


No^  4. 

Anthony  Bunnoto  Being  dalj  Worn  doth  depoae  and  aay 
on  the  10th  Instant  he  heard  Benjamin  Harvey  say,  that  there 
wonld  be  more^fightin^,  if  it  was  not  now  it  woold  be  in  the  (all  and 
ihere  would  be  more  killM  than  what  has  been. 

hia 

ANTHONY  ^  BUNWOTO- 

mark. 


Sworn  before  me  at  Wyomingn") 
Aug.  11th,  1784.  f 

JlfO.   SSILY.       J 


No.  5 

Mary  Oochy  being  duly  awora  4oth  depoae  and  say  abont  the» 
30th  or  2l8t  of  Jaly  aa  I  was  drassine  the  wound  of  Henry  Brink 
who  had  been  ahel  in  four  plaoea  by  a  party  of  the  Ooneetieul; 
eattlara  John  Swift,  William  Sioaknm,  ft  Wm.  Smith,  Maaen  Alien 
ft  a  number  of  ether  men  to  t^e  number  of  fifteen,  eame  to  mf. 
house,  Swift  ordTered  me  to  be  out  of  the  house  by  the  next  moruf 
iw,  I  told  him  I  oould  not  go  ft  leave  the  wounded  man  ft  Likewias 
asi'd  bim  by  what  authority  be  ordered  me  out,  Swift  danin'd  mm 
and  sakl  it  waa  by  hia  own,  fkrther  said  with  a  Severe  oath  if  I  waa 
ttot  out  by  Nine  o'elook  to  morrow  he  would  burp  the  houae  over 
my  head,  I  said  I  had  but  one  life  to  loose  if  it  waa  my  fate  to  bw 
kill'd  by  him  I  oould  not  help  it,  Swift  then  ask'd  where  Mr.  Cooley. 
was,  I  told  him  I  did  dot  know  but  that  he  had  kill'd  him,  Swift  said 
let  bim  b^  where  he  wouU  if  he  eonld  find  him  arm'd  or  unarmed 
he  would  kill  him«  and  then  went  nS,  the  seeoaKl  Day  after,  Privoe 
Alden,  WiUm.  JoneSy  Walterman  Baldwin,  Daniel  Peifoe,  Phineaa 


OH)  fSSSSONMSOL  JtBdEWSS  l«li 

StapUos-nd' we  hmikt  bmui  m'  idj  'hmj^WAt.  BdMoT 
teld  me  the  htif  bosr  was  Bzpired  4  I  nnui  nafek  I  b^ 
fcr  tine  to  iMve  ny-limgfl  off,  Peiroe  k  BsUhrm  ioUL  me  I  ahoakl 
iMvenoaeft  ImmecKAtely  Threw  ray  things  out  of  the  home  and 
marohed  me  off  wtha  Gimrd  to  the  Riyer,  I  begcd  of  them  to  let  me 
have  mj  eows,  which  thej  utterlj  Eefiis^d,  I  asked  I^kiDetf 
Stephens  &  Willm.  Jones  how  they  Expected  to  hold  the  Lands 
they  said  no  odier  way  than  by  the  Point  of  the  Sword,  before  I 
eross'd  the  River  I  saw  Willm.  Smith  one  Brown  &  Ishmael  Benaet 
Plunder  &  carry  off  my  meal  &o.y  I  then  Crossed  the  River  and  came 
to  the  fort  for  my  further  Stfety.  /  her 

MARY  H   COOLET. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  ]\ .  mark. 

Augt.  10th,  1784.^  I 


Jno.  Sselt. 


No.  6. 


Catharine  Courtrighty  aged  22  years,  being  dulv  sworn,  doth  de- 
pose and  say:  On  the  20th  of  July  I  was  at  the  house  my  mother 
Lived  in.  Thos.  Heath,  Junr.,  &  Phineas  Stephens  with  four  others 
Game  in  the  house,  and  a  great  Body  out  about  the  street  (this  was 
Just  at  dark) ;  .tfie  Party  afores'  Ordered  me  out  of  the  hooae 
Emediately,  when  one  of  s'  Party  took  a  Chunk  of  fire  and  trj'd 
to  kindle  it  in  one  oomer  of  the  House  but  could  not,  when  Ste- 
phens at  the  same  time  ordered  him  to  burn  it  Down,  then  went  off; 
soon  after  Leonard  Cole  came  and  swore  he  would  have  satisfaction 
if  he  killed  every  Pennemite  on  the  ground,  and  went  off.  Then 
one  Thomas  Heath  came  and  said  he  and  their  Party  Laid  on  their 
bellies  in  the  Bushes ;  he,  tha  s*'  Heath  told  me  he  saw  Helmes 
Van  Gordon,  and  Henry  Brink  coming  along  the  Road ;  as  Y' 
€Utden  was  Neairest  him  he  fired  at  him  and  Helniea  Y*  Gotden 
fiill  am  his  ass,  and  another  of  their  men. which  was. next  to  him  in 
the  Boshes,  fired  on  Henry  Brink.  The  said  ThooMs  Heath,  J«oS 
nid  he  saw  Brink's  Bifle  Drop  out  of  his  hand,  and  his  arm  9m% 
m  he  went  off.  Heath  said  he  then  Drew  his  Tawmabook  and  laa 
«p  to  Helmes  Y'Gorden  to  TaWmehook  him,  but  V^Gordem  b^A 
m  Quarten.  Heath  said  he  then  drew  badk  in  the  Bvahes  to  load 
Ua  ffiin  again.  The  guns  began  to  fire  from  all  Quarten ;  Joba 
Franklin,  who  was  Oommander  of  said  Party,  oame  to  Uie  door,  and 
Ordered  my  Mother  and  myself  to  be  off  by  daylight^  or  expeet 
what  woald  foUow.  Oae  of  the  Party  said  Damn  their  aoula,  Nail 
tfien  op  in  the  Hooae  and  bum  them  all  up  alive^ 

her 
CATHARINE  M  CORTRIGHT. 
.  Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  *)  mark. 

AogMlth,  1784.  ' 

Jno.  Sk£lt. 


•} 


FtaNkdTLYANlJC  jatCBIVKB  1784J  Offl) 

No.  7.    /  '    ^^ 

ElizaheA  Van  Orman  being  Dalj  sworn  doth  depose  and  sftj/, 
tbat.oo  Satterdaj,  the  24th  of  Jul j,  as  I  was  helping  Mrs.  Sims  to 
move  her  effeots  to  the  fort,  I  heard  Bichard  Inman  &  William' 
Eebbardy  in  Comp>anj  with  »  Number  of  others,  Declare  that  as 
long  as  there  was  six  of  them  Living  they  wonld  lay  in  the  woods' 
and  would  kill  and  Destroy  all  they  oould ;  at  the  same  time  Rich-' 
ard  Inraan  toU  me  to  move  away,  for  there  was  one  of  their  men 
ffone  to  John  Swift  for  orders  to  shoot  at  Women  &  Children. 
During  thu  time  the  Connecticut  People  kept  up  a  constant  fire 
towards  the  fort.  The  Tewsday  ibllowing  as  I  was  fetching  a  Pail 
of  Water,  there  was  Eight  guns  fifed  at  me  by  the  afores*  Connect- 
tiont  Party. 

her 

ELIZABETH  6   V-  ORMAN. 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ') 
the  11th  AugS  1784.  C 


Jmo.  Skslt. 


No.  8. 

Garret  Shoemahetj  aged  50  years,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  de* 
poae  and  say  that  some  time  in  June,  after  the  Supreme  Court  at, 
bttttboryi  the  Deponent  was  goins  to  Shawanee  to  get  two  Bushells' 
of  Rye  to  carry  to  Mill,  when  John  Inman  &  one  young  man  by 
ibe  name  of  Corey  took  him  prisoner  &  carried  him  down  below 
Nantieoke  falls.  Some  time  after  he  was  taken  John  Swift  joined' 
the  party.  The  Deponent  heard  Swift,  Inman,  &  Corey  threaten' 
that  they  would  be  the  death  of  every  Pennamite  on  the  Ground.' 
TWy  partionlarly  mentioned  Captn.  Ball,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esqr.^ 
Alezfbnder  Patterson,  Esqr.,  whom  they  threatened  not  only  to 
mnrder,  but  to  roast  into  the  bargain.  Below  Nantikoke  falls  near 
forty  well  armed  men  who  had  been  out  on  different  parties,  came 
together.  John  ^wjft,  who  is  a  Deputy  of  Sheriff  Antis,  and  John 
Franklin  had  the  Command  of  the  men.  One  Myers,  another 
Deputy  of  Sheriff  Antis,  was  also  there  and  joined  in  threatening 
with  the  others.  Meyers  seemed  exceeding  intimate  &  friendly 
with  the  Connecticut  men,  but  abused  the  Deponent  &  two  other 
prtooners  very  much.  Swift,  Inman  k  Corey  beat  the  Deponent 
with  their  iron  Ramrodsj  then  knock'd  him  down  with  their  Guns, 
laashed  his  foot,  broke  one  of  his  thumbs  and  two  of  his  Ribs.  The 
I>e{>oiient  demanded  their  authority  for  using  him  in  the  manner 
Ikey  did,  but  they  could  show  none.  They  carried  him  to  Sunbury 
Qaol,  but  he  was  soon  released.     A  man  who  is  a  stranger  to  the 


e4A        TmtfBiuyjjxm  Asmm»  iru. 

Deponent  wts  hie  seenrity.  After,  the  Deponent  retomed  homo 
one  Bornam  eame  to  the  DepOnenf  b  houne  ft  Areatened  if  die 
Deponent  did  not  inatantlj  remove  his  family  he  woold  kill  him  ft 
burn  his  hoose.  The  Deponent  was  forced  to  remove,  &  came  up 
to  the  Fort  as  the  only  place  of  Safety,  where  he  has  remuned  ever 
^  since.  The  party  of  Connecticut  People  have  rohbed  him  of  eveij 
thing  he  had  in  the  world^  and  destroyed  his  garden  ft  crop  in  the 
Ground. 

his 
GEBBET  X  SHOEMAKBB. 
mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,^ 
.      Augt.  10th,  1784.  f 

Jno.  Seblt.     3 


No.  9. 

Before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Jnstf  oes  in  and  tot  the  Goanty 
of  Northumberland,  personally  appeared  CoUkarin4  Simmsj  tged 
thirty  years,  who  being  duly  si^orn  on  the  holy  Evangeiista  d 
Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  that  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
twenty-third  of  July  last,  the  deponent  saw  a  number  of  the  Cob* 
necticut  settlers  eoming  from  the  Woods  southward  of  the  house  in 
which  the  deponent  lived  in  Wyoming;  as  they  directed  their 
course  towards  the  house,  the  deponent  nistened  the  doer.  When 
they  came  up  they  ordered  her  to  open  the  door  ft  let  them  in ;  she 
refused,  and  then  they  attempted  to  foree  the  door  open,  but  fi3iag 
in  that,  they  burst  open  ft  broke  a  Window  at  which  one  entered  k 
opened  the  door  inside  ft  let  the  rest  in.  William  Slonknm  bvnl 
open  the  Window.  When  the  party  came  in  they  turned  her  oat, 
ft  ordered  her  to  go  into  the  Fort,  which  she  said  she  would  not  d<^ 
as  she  had  rather  stay  in  her  own  house.  They  then  went  to  the 
Window  and  began  to  fire  upon  the  Fort ;  they  fired  several  gm 
upon  the  fort  before  one  shot  was  returned.  William  Sloaknn  tad 
William  Boss  were  the  only  two  of  the  party  that  Deponent  knew. 
After  firing  pretty  briskly  for  about  half  an  hour  they  went  offf 
leaving  the  Deponent  and  her  children  in  her  house.  The  next 
morning  Giles  Sloakum  and  Fhineas  Pearoe  eame  to  tho  Deponeat'i 
about  Breakfast  time,  and  asked  for  Deponent's  Hnsbnnd.  Shi 
informed  them  that  he  was  not  at  home.  Giles  Slonkum  looked 
about  the  house,  and  observed  to  the  Deponent  that  she  had  removed 
some  of  her  Effects;  she  answered  no,  that  she  had  taken  her  Bed 
ft  slept  with  her  children  in  the  Cellar,  as  At  was  afraid  to  stay  «p 
Stairs.  Giles  ISloakum  and  Phineas  Pearce,  who  had  both  ftra-MMy 
went  into  the  Garden  and  crept  through  the  potatoes  op  to  the 
head  of  the  Garden  toward  the  fort,  and  laid  down  nnder  tht 
f  juce.    While  Sloakum  ft  Pearoe  lay  in  the  Garden,  Phineas  file* 


PBNN8TLYANIA  ABGHIYE8  1784.  645 

phens  and  two  others  came  to  the  door  and  seeing  the  Deponent's 
two  Cows  at  the  door,  Stephens  ordered  the  other  two  that  were 
with  kirn  to  take  off  the  Cows.  The  Deponent  entreated  them  at 
least  to  leave  her  one  Cow,  bnt  they  woald  not.  The  deponent 
took  hold  of  the  Rope  of  one  of  the  Cows,  bat  Stephens  struck  her 
away,  &  ordered  her  to  remove  with  her  children,  for  if  he  caught 
her  in  the  house  again  it  would  be  worse  for  her ;  the  deponent  was 
forced  to  remove.  While  she  was  trying  to  get  a  few  of  her  things 
out  of  the  honse,  Nathan  Carey,  Richard  loman,  one  Hebbert,  one 
Gore,  Wm.  Ross,  Nathan  Walker  &  many  others  came  up  to  the 
house.  A  short  time  after  she  removed  into  the  fort.  A  smart 
firing  begun  soon  after.  The  Deponent  before  she  went  to  the  forty 
went  to  John  Franklin  who  commands  the  Connecticut  party  to 
endeavour  to  get  her  Cows.  He  gave  her  no  satisfactioe.  Every 
thing  the  Deponent  left  in  her  house  was  plundered,  and  her  garden 
destroyed.    Further  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

CATHARINE  SIMS. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  *) 
Augt.  10,  1784.  [ 

Jm.  Seelt.     3 


No.  10. 

Loi9  King  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  her  hna^ 
band's  house,  in  which  she  lived,  is  just  above  Forty  fort  Some- 
time in  the  middle  of  July,  Phineas  Stephens,  Edward  Inman, 
£lisha  Satterlay  &  Isbmael  Bennet,  jr.,  came  to  her  house  &  threat- 
ened to  set  fire  to  it,  with  many  other  threats  to  throw  her  into  the 
River.  Being  afraid  of  her  Life  if  she  staid,  the  Deponent  came 
down  to  the  Town  of  Wyoming  to  ask  advice  what  she  should  do. 
When  she  went  back  to  her  house,  she  found  the  Roof  tore  off,  and 
the  house  plundered  -,  Benjamin  Jenkins,  Gideon  Church,  William 
Jacques  were  in  her  house  when  she  returned  from  the  fort.  The 
deponent  when  she  went  back  collected  what  few  things  she  could 
find,  &  eame  down  about  half  a  mile  below  her  home  to  the  house  of 
the  Widow  Harris.  When  she  came  to  the  Widow  Harris's  she 
saw  Gideon  Church,  who  had  came  on  before  her,  and  Waterman 
Baldwin.  When  she  had  passed  a  little  distance  from  Harris's 
house.  Waterman  Baldwin  shot  at  her ;  the  Ball  missed  her,  but 
went  thro'  the  thigh  of  her  Dog  that  was  walking  close  by  her  side. 
She  knows  Baldwin  fired  at  her,  for  she  turned  round  instantly  k 
aaw  him  with  his  Gun  in  his  hand  &  the  smoke  of  the  Powder  over 
bis  head. 

LOIS  KING. 


Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,") 
Augt.  10th;  1784,  [ 

Jno.  Sbbly,     3 
Vol.  X  —28 
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No,  11. 

Hannah  Schoonhover  being  dolj  sworn  doth  Depose  &  say,  tbat  on 
tbe  22nd  of  July  about  sunrise,  I  saw  Walterman  Baldwin,  Doctor 
Minor  and  a  Number  of  others  belonging  to  the  Connecticut  Parly 
Coming  towards  my  house,  I  stept  out  of  the  doorft  ordered  my  Sister- 
inlaw  to  stay  in  the  house  and  Barr  the  Door  with  an  Iron  Ban  which 
was  for  that  purpose,  &  by  no  means  to  open  the  door  for  them, 
when  they  oame  up  Walterman  Baldwin  then  ask'd  me  if  there  was  any 
men  in  the  house  or  about  it  I  told  him  there  was  not,  he  then  afik'd  me 
to  open  the  door,  I  told  him  I  would  not,  he  then  said  he  would  soon 
find  a  way  to  open  it,  and  Broke  it  open,  said  Baldwin  then  asked 
me  to  open  the  Chests  I  told  I  would  open  none  for  bim  nor  no  other 
Person,  he  then  Broke  open  the  Chestfl  and  Plunder'd  them  of  all 
the  most  valuable  effects,  Baldwin  with  this  Party  then  went  off  and 
in  about  an  hour  after  returned  with  a  number  more  then  ordered  me 
to  take  off  my  eflbcts  and  march  off  to  the  fort  or  through  the  swamp, 
1  refos'd  to  do  either  upon  which  tbey  took  and  threw  all  my  Goods 
out  of  the  house,  and  went  off^  Immediately  afterwards  one  Innmin 
came  with  three  or  four  others  and  ordered  me  to  go  with  them  to 
Shawene  Garrison,  I  Refused,  tliey  told  me  if  I  did  not  I  should  faze 
worse,  when  I  saw  there  was  no  help  for  me,  I  went  with  them  down 
to  the  Garrison  where  I  saw  John  Franklin  with  about  forty  men 
ad.  Fraaklia  Commanded  the  Party  and  told  me  to  niaroh  through 
the  awamp  or  to  the  Fort^  if  I  did  not  I  would  be  abos'd. 

her 
HANNAH  (H)  SOHOONHOYER.  , 
mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ) 
Aug.  lOtb,  1784.  j 


No.  12. 

Isaac  Taylor  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  the 
8th  Instant  I  heard  Phineas  Stephens  say  if  they  the  Connecticat 
Claimants  could  not  now  obtain  their  Lands  they  would  lay  in  am- 
bush and  fight  as  long  as  they  liv^d,  I  likewise  heard  one  Abraham 
IMke  swear  by  his  maker  (On  hearing  of  Ezekiel  Schoonheyer 
Coming  into  Shawana)  he  would  shoot  sd.  Schoonhover  and  took 
his  Bifle  wiA  an  Intent  to  shoot  him,  I  told  Mr,  Schoonhoyer  of  ed- 
Pikes  Design  k  he  kept  out  of  his  way,  this  was  done  by  Pike  thv 
day. 

ISAAC  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming^  *) 


Aug,  10th,  1784. 


Jno.  Seely. 


\ 
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No.  18. 

Mary  Long  being  Daly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Augt  Benjamin  Harvey  said  I  should  move  out  of  my  house 
if  I  did  not  the  yankeys  would  set  it  on  fire,  I  likewise  heard  a 
Number  of  the  Connectiout  People  sa^r  if  the  Lands  at  Wyoming  was 
not  given  back  to  them  they  would  fight  as  long  as  there  was  three 
of  them  Living. 

her 
MARY  X   LONG, 
mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ") 
Augt.  10th,  1784. 


Jno.  Seslt. 


\ 


No.   14. 

WtUiam  Bdrtman  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  &  say,  about 
the  22nd  of  July  Josiah  Pell  three  of  the  Innmans  one  Willm. 
Jones  and  a  Number  of  others  of  the  Connectiout  Claimants  oame  to 
the  bouse  of  the  Deponent  With  John  Franklin  their  Commander 
who  ordered  him  to  move  off  Immediately,  the  Deponent  heard 
Numbers  of  the  party  say  they  Intended  to  drive  all  the  Inhabitants 
into  the  Fort  &  after  they  had  done  that  they  Intended  to  Storm  the 
Fort  and  kill  Man,  Woman  &  Child,  the  Deponent  farther  heard 
Elijah  Harris  say  that  a  Number  of  them  Lay  in  ambush  to  shoot 
the  Pennsylvanians  who  was  coming  up  that  way  and  would  have 
kill'd  them  all,  but  was  Discovered  by  a  Dog,  which  oaus'd  them 
to  fire  sooner  than  they  would  have  done,  &  that  their  party  had  the 
first  fire  and  shot  down  but  twO;  Holms  Vn.  Gordon  &  Heory  Briok. 

his 
WILLIAM  M   HARTMAN. 
mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  1 
Augt.  11th,  1784.  L  • 

Jno.  Sjssly.  J 


No  16. 

Before  me  the  Subscriber  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  ft  for 
the  County  of  Northumberland  personly  appeared  John  Kctrey  who 
being  duly  bwchtu  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  day  after  the  Skir* 
mish  at  Shawena  I  heard  several  of  the  Connecticut  Party  say,  that 
they  did  not  sec  they  could  Jiave  any  benefit  of  the  Law  they  hud 
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irj'd  it  out,  and  thej  would  now  try  if  tbey  oould  not  make  Law 
come.  I  likewise  heard  Richard  Innman  say  the  9th  Ins't  if  the^ 
were  Defeated  at  Wyoming  this  time  they  would  go  to  CoDDeeti- 
out  and  bring  assistance  Enough. 

Sworn  before  me  at        *)  JOHN  CABT. 

Wyoming,  Aug*  11th,  1784. 
Jn*   Seely. 


! 


No  16. 

John  Kraun  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  Satterday 
the  8th  Ins't,  he  heard  Lenard  Cole  say  they  had  sought  for  Law 
this  Nine  months  but  could  find  none,  and  was  now  determined  to 
find  law,  that  it  was  likewise  against  the  orders  of  govemmeDi  to 
keep  a  Fortification,  if  it  was  not  Demolished  they  would  Demolish 
it  and  would  Likewise  take  Alex'r  Patterson  for  he  deserred  to  be 
torn  to  pieces  with  horses.  On  Monday  following  heard  NathaDiel 
Cook  k  Ruben  Cook  say  they  had  killed  but  few,  but  would  giire 
them  another  Indian  Blast.  his 

JOHN   X  KRAUH. 
mark 
Sworn  before  me  at 
Wyoming,  11th  Aug*,  1784. 
Jn«  Sjsslt. 


■1 


No  17. 

SamwH  Karr  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  the  23^ 
of  July  Lord  Buttler  took  him  the  deponant  prisoner  to  Jobn 
Franklin  where  he  received  Considerable  of  abuse,  &  was  ordered  to 
turn  off  his  Premises,  Likewise  Ishmael  Bennet  threatened  to  Blov 
his  Brains  dut  if  ever  he  the  deponent  was  seen  on  the  ground,  the 
Deponent  farther  says  he  heard  Elijah  Harris  (who  was  one  of  tbe 
party  Commanded  by  one  Major  Abbot)  say,  that  they  heard  of  » 
party  of  the  Pennemites  coming  from  Shawena,  they  Lay  in  ambttsh 
for  them  and  was  ordered  not  a  man  to  fire  untill  their  Commaader 
Abbott  fired  first,  and  then  they  would  Perhaps  cut  ofiT  the  greatest 
part  of  the  first  fire,  but  being  afiraid  they  were  discovered  by  a  dog 
which  was  in  the  Bushes  two  of  their  men  fired,  he  the  s'  Harris  said 
he  then  step'd  in  the  Road  to  see  if  he  could  get  a  shot  and  seen  none 
but  the  wounded  man  (Helms  Y'  Gordon)  and  Tho's  Heath  Jua'r 
one  of  their  party  (who  had  his  gun  up  and  was  going  to  shoot  the 
wounded  manj  said  Harris  oau't  Heath  by  the  ann  and  Cali'd  him 
a  Samn'd  son  of  a  Bitch  for  going  to  shoot  a  Wounded  man. 

SAMUEL  KARB. 
Sworn  before  me  at        *) 
Wypming,  Aug*  11th,  1794.  C 
JN»  Seely.      ) 


PBNVSTLrANIA  AUCHIVES  1784.  64» 

No.  la. 

Depositioh  op  Thomas  Brink^  1784. 

li^orthomberlaDd  County,  ss. 

^  On  the  Twelfth  daj  of  Aagust,  in  tho  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thouaand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Four,  Before  me,  Henry 
Shoemaker,  £aquire,  Odo  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peaoe  in  &  for  the 
aaid  County,  Voluntarily  Came  Thoma$  Brink  and  made  oath  on 
the  Holy  Erangelists  as  follows,  viz^  that  about  Two  weeks  ago 
he,  this  Deponent,  was  at  the  house  of  Lucy  Harvey,  at  the  Lower 
End  of  Shawnese  Elats,  in  Company  with  Jonathan  ^larsh,  where 
also  was  one  Benjamin  Flarvey ;  and  Harvey  speaking  of  the  Laws 
of  Connecticut  Government  and  of  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
comparing  them  with  one  another,  he  got  up  in  a  Rage  and  damn'd 
the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  and  them  that  made  them— And* that  four 
or  Five  days  ago  a  certain  Reuben  Cook,  in  this  deponent  s  House, 
at  Shawnese,  told  him  that  the  Houses  standing  near  the  Hill,  on 
the  Shawnese  Flats,  must  be  pulled  down,  for  they  should  not  stand 
there,  and  in  particular  James  Bensootter's  House,  for  neither  he 
or  his  Family  should  stay  there.  And  this  deponent  further  says^ 
that  sometime  last  Week  towards  the  latter  End,  the  High  Sheriff 
of  the  said  County,  Henry  Antes,  Esq',  passing  by  this  deponent's 
House  stopped  there  to  feed  his  Horse,  having  three  other  Persons 
in  Company  with  him ;  this  deponent,  desirous  to  know  how  matters 
were  like  to  go  on,  asked  Mr.  Antes,  the  Sheriff,  a  few  Questions, 
who  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had  ordered  the  New  England 
People  to  take  their  Arms,  and  go  to  their  Possessions,  for  that  People 
were  not  to  stand  still  and  be  killed,  and  to  take  care  of  their  Grain 
and  Grass ;  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  turning  out  of  houses  by 
either  Party,  but  matters  were  to  be  decided  at  Law — That  the 
Sheriff  said  the  People  here,  and  the  deponent  apprehended  that  by 
the  People  he  meant  those  in  the' Fort,  bad  a  wron?  apprehension  of 
the  militia  that  were  coming  up  to  their  assistance,  for  that  they,  the 
Militia,  were  coming  up  to  put  the  Law  in  force ;  that  Two  Justices 
had  been  left  at  Wyoming,  and  another  would  bo  sent  immediately, 
and  £hat  would  make  a  Quorum— And  further  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

THOMAS  BRINK. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  Before  Henry 
Shoemaker. 


No.  19. 
Deposition  of  Jonathan  Marsh,  1784, 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

On  the  Twelfth  Day  of  August,  one  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-four,  Before  me,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justices 


CSft 
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of  the  Peace  for  Said  Couotj,  volantary  Came  Jonathan  Manh,  and 
made  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  as  follows :  that  aboat  the 
Seventh  of  Angnst,  at  the  House  of  Thomas  Brink,  in  Shawniei 
Township  and  County  aforesaid,  Heard  Henry  Antici  Say  that  He 
had  Ordered  the  yankyies  to  Come  Home  and  take  there  RespeotxTe 
Possessions  as  Heretifonr,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to  Harvesting  the 
gndn  and  to  Cuting  the  Hay ;  and  farther  Said  He  Had  ordered  the 
yankyies  to  take  there  armes,  for  men  was  not  to  Stand  Still  and  be 
Killed — and  fkrther  Saith  that  a  Short  time  after  die  Sourmage  of 
lioenst  Hill,  in  Northampton  County,  Heard  Thomas  Hath,  Jnner, 
and  Bonnet  Boasting  and  Laughing,  and  Said  that  they  ware  there 
them  Selves  and  Came  on  the  Pensylvanians  in  three  Parties  and 
approaoht  very  nigh  them  before  the  Pennemights  Saw  them,  and 
fired  on  them  and  Left  Eight  of  the  Peneylvanians  oa  the  ground 
to  Keep  Possession ;  and  farther  Saith  Not. 

JONATHAN  MARSH. 
Takhg  and  Sworne  the  Day  and  year  above  Said, 

HENRY  SHOEMAKBE. 


Jonathan  Beely  to  Henry  Antes,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Nobt 
thumbeeulNd  County,  1784. 


Sir, 


Wyoming,  Aug't  12th,  1784. 


I  this  day,  about  Eleven  O'Clook,  Rec'd  a  Letter  (from  Tho'n 
McKean,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Chief  Justices  of  this  State,)  by  jooi 
hands,  which  was  delivered  to  me  Open,  Directing  me  to  Deliver  to 
you  a  List  of  those  who  had  Enter'd  Bail  to  answer  at  the  Supremo 
Court  to  their  Indictments ;  the  Under  Written  Names  is  a  List  of 
all  those  Enter'd  Bail  before  me. 

JNO.  SEELT. 


Ebenflzer  Taylor, 
Silas  Taylor, 
Joseph  Matania, 
.  Samuel  Y"  Oordon, 
Helmcs  V»  Gordon, 
James  Brink, 
John  Cortrighfc, 
Benjamin  Hillman, 
Martin   Tidd, 
Daniel  Swartz, 
Isaiah  Colver, 
James  Colver, 
Isaao  CUnkefoos, 


Joseph  Solomon, 
Esekiel  Sohoonhover, 
Henry  Brink, 
Tunis  Coobert, 
William  Brink, 
John  Borlen  [kind] 
Abr'mY-Cortright, 
Elisha  Cortright, 
Benaijah  Monday, 
Jacob  Tilgfabury, 
Henry  Shoemaker, 
And'w  Henderson, 
John  Seely, 


Alox'r  PattersoD, 
Sam'l  Bted, 
B.  W.  Ball, 
Luke  firodhead, 
Lawrence  Kinnej, 
Preserved  Cooley, 
Robert  BiggaiBi 
Gabriel  Ogden, 
David  Ogden, 
Jacob  Kline, 
Budolph  Ltts, 
WiU'm  McDonnild, 


To  Henry  Antis,  Sheriff  NorUi'd  Cofunfty* 
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No.  20. 
DsFosmoN  OF  Babkabas  Casly,  1784. 

•  Before  me,  John  Sedj,  Eaqr.,  one  of  ihd  Jusiloes  of  iha  pdMii  in 
and  for  the  County  of  NorthamberUnd,  Game  Bam(iba$  £arey; 
aged  51  Yeara^  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  firangeUsts }  says  thai 
towards  the  Latter  end  of  May,  be,  the  0aid  Deponent,  ww  a  Letter 
aent  from  one  Moyers,  then  a  Depnty  Sheriff  under  Sheriff  Antbi 
Inviting  the  People  that  were  Diaposseased  by  the  Pennaylvaidanfl 
to  Return  back  to  Wyoming,  that  Sb^ff  AnUs  would  be  on  the 
ground  about  the  middle  ci  June  with  two  Magistratee,  and  would 
me  them  all  Poasession  again,  whieh  Induoed  the  said  Deponent  to 
Return  to  Wyoming  again ;  thia  Letter  waa  handed  about  by  one 
John  Jenkins. 

BABNABA8  CABY, 
Sworn  befbra  me  at  Wyoming,  Ang<  11th,  1784. 


No.  21. 
Deposition  or  Henbt  Bbink,  1784. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and 
for  the  County  of  Northumberland  appeared  Hisnrjf  Brink  aged  22 
years,  and  Being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  Tewsday  the 
20th  July  as  l|e  the  said  deponent  waa  marching  in  Company  with 
one  Wilhelmas  Vn.  Gorden  from  Shawena  towards  Kingstown  flats, 
being  about  one  Hundred  yards  in  front  of  Squire  Shoemaker  and 
flome  othera,  near  two  milns  from  Shawana  garrisoo  the  Deponenl 
qpyd  a  Dog  in  the  road  befoie  him,  he  then  Imm'd  to  Hclmas  Vn« 
Oofden  &  aakcd  what  waa  meaning  of  that  dog  being  in  the  Boa4| 
Willhelmaa  Yn.  Gorden  amd  he  did  not  know,  but  belieyed  it 
bebng^d  to  the  house  aboiie,  the  dog  then  turned  in  the  Buahea,  the 
Deponent  Looking  in  the  Bashes  and  saw  them  shake,  told  Yn* 
Aorden  he  believed  there  was  Yaakeys  there,  Yn.  Gerden  said  it 
waa  nothing  but  Caltes,  and  Immediately  on  mentioning  it  the 
ieoond  or  third  time  there  was  Eight  or  Nine  guns  fired  at  the  a* 
'Deponent  and  Willhelmaa  Yn.  Gorden,  four  ahota  of  whieh  hit  and 
iwouaded  the  Deponent,  two  through  the  left  arm,  one  in  the  Breast, 
And  one  throngh  the  Bight  arm,  and  one  ahot  Wounded  Willhelmaa 
Yn.  Gerden,  the  Deponent  further  aaitfa  that  after  the  fint  Eight  oi 
June  gnns  were  fired,  the  Yankeys  Baised  the  Indian  yell  and  fired 
•boot  fifteen  gnna  before  any  of  the  Pennaylvaniana  find  a  gun,  the 
Deponent  farther  says,  himself  &  Yn.  Gorden  never  Dischaorfled 
their  Guns,  that  WiUbelmas  Yn.  Gordon's  Rifle  fell  off  his  shoulder 
when  he  Dropt.  HENRY  BRINK. 

Taken  &  sworn  before  me  at  *) 
Shawena,  August  15th,  1784.  j 
Jno.  Ssely. 


i»2  FENNSTLYANIA  ABCHIV3BB  1784. 

No.  22. 
DEPosmoN  ov  WiUiHELMAB  Vn.  Gobdbn,  1784. 

Wfllheltnas  Oorden  Being  daly  sworn  doth  depose  k  say,  that  on 
Taeaday  the  20th  of  July,  on  their  mareh  as  before  sworn  by  Heniy 
Brink;  about  two  miles  from  Shawana  Garrison  there  was  a  Nnmb^ 
of  the  Conneoticnt  party  lay  in  ambush  &  fired  on  the  Deponent  & 
Henry  Brink,  but  what  number  of  Guns  was  fired  or  what  Passed 
he  the  said  Deponent  does  not  remember,  farther  than  that  he  heard 
Henry  Brink  ory  out  Lord  a  merey,  and  saw  bis  Rifle  Drop,  and  one 
Thomas  Heath,  jun'r,  came  up  to  the  said  Deponent  draw'd  his 
Rifle  up  to  his  faoe  &  was  going  to  shoot  the  s*  Deponent,  but  one 
of  their  men  stopt  s^  Heath  from  killing  s*  Deponent,  the  Deponent 
beinff  shot  senseless  says  was  the  reason  of  bis  not  remembering 
^  any  farther  partioulars  that  happened.  his 

WILLHELMAS  M  VAN  OORDBN. 
mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  *)  ^ 

Shawena,  Aug't.  15th,  1784.  ) 
Jno.  Seelt. 


No.  28. 
Deposition  or  Jonas  Turnsb,  1784. 

Jona$  Turner  aged  19  years,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evan- 
gelist doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  fourteenth  Inst.,  he  was  at  a 
plaoe  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stone  Cabin  near  Loeust  Hill  in 
presenoe  of  Captain  Sohott  and  the  Prisoners  who  were  on  their 
way  to  Easton  Goal,  that  the  s*  Deponent  heard  said  Schott  Inform 
•aid  prisoners  not  to  be  Discouraged  fot  they  would  only  have  a 
walk  to  Easton  and  back  again  that  he  had  in  black  and  white 
sealed  in  his  pocket,  Instructions  to  take  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
Connecticut  Claimants  with  the  Quantity  of  Land  they  held  thai 
the  President  of  the  State  had  Instructed  him  to  make  such 
Bnquery  and  that  they  should  havaone  half  of  all  such  land  for 
that  the  Pennsylvanians  were  wrong  and  had  no  Business  on 
Locust  Hill,  and  Desired  the  Prisonors  to  make  a  list  of  their  names 
and  send  it  to  him  for  he  would  go  to  Pfaihidelphia  next  week,— 
and  that  Schott,  putting  his  hand  to  his  Pocket  said  to  the  Priaonen, 
that  he  there  had  Instructions  in  writing  more  than  he  told  then 
about  his 

JONAS  M  TURNER, 
mark. 

Sworn  before  me    ) 

this  16  Aug't,  1784.  | 

Jno.  Seelt. 
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''  IaBT  Of  AVFIDAYITB  TAKKN  AT  WtOAQMO,  1784."* 

Depredations  &  Threats  at  Wioming. 

Abm.  Goodwin, Augost  11, 1784. 

Jofannathan  Marsh, do.     10^    do. 

Anthony  Bansooto, do.     11,    do. 

MaryKoolj) da     10,    do. 

John  King, ;.  do.     11,    d6. 

Eiis.  Van  Orman, de.     11,    do. 

Oarrit  Shoemaker, do.     10,    do. 

Catherine  Sims, do.     10,   do. 

Lois  King, do.  10^    do. 

Hanna  Schonhover, da  10,    do. 

Isaao  Taylor, do.  10,    do. 

Mtry  Long, do.  10,    do. 

John  Cary, do.  11,    db. 

John  Om?en, do.  11,   do. 

Concerning  the  attack  at  Locust  Hill.... 

Charles  Monro, «.....«,» do.  11,    do. 

Eliphalet  Emmons, do.       9,   do. 

Silence  Emmons, do.       9,    do. 

John  Patnors  Examination 

Attack  of  the  Garrison  at  Wioming 

Brink  ft  Van  Gordon do.  15,    do. 

Heory  Barney, do.  11,    do. 

Leah  Vangardner, do.  11,    do. 

James  LarclDcr, do.  11,    do. 

Pamelia  Taylor, do.  12,    do. 

Cathn.  Cortright, do.  11,    do. 

.Wm.  Ilartman, do.  11,    do. 

Saml.  Karr, do.  11,    do, 

Summons  to  the  Garrison 


JofiH  Abmkiaovg  to  Pbes.  Diokinson,  1784. 

Wyoming,  24tb  Aagust,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  enolos'd  letters  from  Colonels  Willson  &  Kern,  contain  some 
intelligence  very  closely  conneoted  with  the  peace  &  happiness  of 
this  nnfortanate  Country;  &  which,  if  I  may  hazard  an  Opinion, 
will  deserve  the  immediiite  attention  of  Gorernment — I  have  there- 
fore dispatched  them  to  voor  Bzcellenoy  by  Express. 

The  whole  of  tbe  Militia  has  been  dismissed  some  days  since,  ft 
yonr  ExceUeno/s  orders  concerning  tbe  works,  aims,  &c.,  execnted. 

«  80  indorsed. 
28* 
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These  events^  joa  will  readily  coDoeivd,  have  left  tbe  PeniiBylYaiui 
claimants  in  a  yerj  disagreeable  situation — ft  joined  to  the  coodoet 
of  tbe  Sberiffy  will  Induoe,  I'm  afraid,  to  a  very  general  desertion 
of  the  Country,  or  what  is  perhaps  more  to  be  dreaded — an  immedi- 
ate appeal  to  arms.  I  would  only  farther  obserYO  to  yoifir  Excel- 
lency that  the  hands  which  have  been  already  loosed  by  the  Sheriff 
are  among  the  most  dangerous  of  the  whole  number,  &  that  I  haTO 
every  reason  to  belicYe  they  will  be  joined  to  diose  df  Swift  t 
Abbot  before  this  letter  can  reach  Philada. 

Enclosed  is  also  a  list  of  those  persons  who  have  attached  them- 
selves to  the  fortunes  of  those  two  desperate  Villains, — &  are  now 
collected  at  Bowman's  Cjoeek* 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa,  Jr.* 
Directedf 

His  ^cellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State. 
By  Express. 


Nicholas  Kcrn  to  Col.  Abmstronq,  1784. 

Sunbury,  22d  August,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  with  the  Piix^- 
ners  under  my  command,  yesterday  morning  Josiah  Pill  and  Oeorge 
Banister  made  their  escape,  the  remainder  I  delivered  to  Sheriff 
Antes,  called  the  roll  and  saw  them  put  in  Prison,  the  Sheriff  bi^ 
the  Prisoners  were  now  under  his  care.  A  few  minutes  after  1 9M 
many  of  the  Prisoners  at  liberty — and.  this  morning  went  to  tlM 
goal,  found  Eleven  of  the  number  I  delivered  absent — Inclosed  joa 
have  their  Names.  You  have  much  to  fear  from  those  men,  ti  I 
presume  they  are  gone  to  Wyoming.  I  march  to  morrow  for  North* 
ampton — beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 

your  obedt  servt., 

NICHOLAS  KBKN,  Col. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

Colonel  John  Armstrong,  Wyoming. 

Mr.  Harris* 


William  Wilson  to  Col.  AiMsxEONO,  1784. 

Bunbnry,  25th  August^  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Prisoners  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  after  they  were  deHverel 
into  the  Sheriffs  Custody,  he  gave  l^hem  Permission  to  go  at  lajge, 
*  See  page  819. 
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wbioh  alaimed  the  InhftlalMito  ezoeedingl  j.  One  of  the  MttutlmtM 
kst  Evening  ordered  ibem  to  be  oloeelj  confined,  &  ten  of  tE«m  ete 
miBSing  this  Homing. 

There  is  a  Nnmber  of  the  Prieoners  now  at  the  Sh'ffii  Honse^  &  I 
baye  the  greateat  reaeon  to  imagine  that  he  has  parokd  aome  of 
them. 

In  OonaequeDoe  of  an  application  from  the  moat  reapeotable  People 
here,  I  have  ordered  a  Serjeant's  Guard  to  be  mounted  at  the  GoaL 
This  step  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  apprebatioo,  aa  ;the  jHreient 
condition  of  the  Goal  ia  anoh  that  renders  a  MeM«re  of  that  Natitfe 
indiapenaaUj  neceBsary. 

I  have  been  extremely  ill  since  my  arrival  here,  with  a  fevcfi 
which  prevented  me  from  attending  to  the  Condnct  of  the  Sh'ff,  ft 
has  effectoally  rendered  me  unfit  for  any  Business. 

The  Bearer  is  a  young  fellow  of  the  Name  of  Harris,  who  has 
agreed  to  deliver  this  Letter  to  you—- 1  was  under  the  Necessity  of 
contracting  with  him  for  five  Dollars.  I  would  esteem  it  as  a  very 
particular  fitvor  if  you  will  hand  him  that  sum. 

ft  very  Bbk.  Servt., 

WM.  WILSON. 
Dwecfedf 
,    Public  Service. 

Col.  John  Armstrong^  Wioming. 

y  EjcpresB. 

Wm.  BnABjroBD,  Jb.,  to  Gounoil  of  Gensoes^  1784. 

Sept.  8, 1784. 
Rr, 

In  obedience  to  the  oiders  of  the  Council  of  Censors^  dated  the 
7th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  five  enclosed 

Kpers  respectiDg  the  controversy  about  the  private  right  of  soil  to 
kuds  wi^in  this  state^  formerly  claimed  by  the  State,  of  Connecti- 
cut 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD, 
junY 
Directed^ 

The  Honble  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.j  President  of  the  Council 
of  Censors. 


DxposinoN  ov  Abramam  Pxkb,  1784« 

NortiiamptoUi  BS.    . 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Boyd,  E^uire,  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Opunoil  of  Ihia  Ooasnmilrefdtby  Abraham  PikCi 
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of  tlie  Oonnty  of  Northtunberland)  yeomta  «Bd  being  sworn  vpon 
\  Ike  BirmDgeUBU  of  Almigkty  God,  doUi  depoM  ft  ny  tbitbewM 
^  one  of  a  party  of  Men,  who  advanced  from  Vfjommg^  to  Betf 
Swamp)  nnder  the  direction  of  Johtt  Swilt  on  Saturday,  Ute  thirty- 
first  day  of  July  bBl,  and  iben  reaMined  in  wait  for  McDontld'i 
party  untill  the  afternoon  of  Sanday  the  let  of  August  last,  tbst  t 
eonsultation  was  held,  (upNOn  the  coming  in  of  one  Van  horn,  who  in- 
ftNrmed  that  there  was  a  dispute  existing  among  the  men  of  Loenst 
Ridge,  whether  they  wonld  then  advanee  or  not,)  whether  tfasy, 
(Swift  k  his  party)  should  remain  where  they  then  were,  retun  to 
Wyoming  or  advance  to  the  Ridge  above  mentioned,  and  kUmA  sad 
disperse  such  men  sa  were  there  edleoted,  that  it  wae  at  length 
determined  to  proceed,  and  that  they  aoeotdiagly  marehed  the  asms 
evening  to  a  place  within  a  mile  and  a  half  or  some  sboti  distsatt 
from  Locust  Ridge,  and  there  remained  'tilt  morning;  when  thcj 
got  again  into  march  findiflff  the  party  lying  &  sitting  in  a  dispersed 
manner  under  the  trees  ft  bushes;  Jhey  tfred  npon  and  drove  sooie 
of  them  into  the  house  of  one  Brown  ind  others  into  the  woods] 
from  whence  they  began  to  return  the  fire ;  that  this  engagement 
lasted  for  some  considerable  length  of  time ;  that  John  Swifk  then 
called  off  his  partv  and  returned  with  them  to  Wyoming :  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  being  Monday  the  second  day  of  August  lest, 
ft  that  the  said  party  consisted  of  the  fotlowiAg  persons,  to  wit: 
John  Swift,  Waterman  Baldwin,  Joel  Abbot,  Elisba  Satterlee, 
Lord  Butler,  Wm.  Slocum,  G-ideon  Church,  Benjamin  Jenkins, 
William  Jenkins,  Elisba  Harris,  Ishmael  Bennet,  the  yoanger  Daniel 
Sullivan,  Jdhn  Gore,  Richard  tiolsted,  EdWard  Inman,  Jeremiah 
Wkite,  Jonathan  Burnwell,  Elisba  Harding,  Walter  Spencer,  Wil- 
liam McClure,  Prince  Alden,  William  Jackson,  John  Fuller,  John 
Minor,  Avery  Gore,  William  Smith,  Jun'r,  Abraham  Neabitt^  John 
Holbert,  Moses  Sills,  William  Hide«  Nathaniel  Walker^  ft  Joha 
Plattner,  ft  farther  thie  deponent  says  not, 

ABRAHAM  PTKB. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  September, 
1784, 

JNO.  BOYD- 


Deposition  of  J.  McobB|  1784. 

Northampton,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Boyd,  Esquire,  member  of 
the  Supreme  £keduUv4  G^mieSI  of  this  Commonwealth,  Jamei 
Moore,  of  the  county  of  ff orthumberland,  yeoman,  and  being  sworn 
upon  tho  holy  evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say, 
tbat  being  at  Locust  Ridge,  in  tho  eoun^  of  Nerthampton  (with  t 
small  paity  of  men,  tbei«  slaiioBed  in  ooasaquenee  of  the  dkeeCions 
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of  th^  OommisrioBen,  (Tiie  Hon.  John  Boyd  ft  John  Afmsti^ng, 
jr'sy  Esq'rs,)  on  Mondftj,  the  Mcond  day  of  Augnet  last^  aboot  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  He>  the  deponent  wm  alarmed  by  the  dis- 
charge of  fire  arme,  that  upon  seeking  the  cause  of  it,  he  discovered 
the  men  of  McDonald's  party  ronning  towards  the  honse  wilhont 
arms,  and  followed  by  others  who  were  firing  open  them  as  they 
fled;  that  among  the  number  of  those  who  t<y>k  refuge  in  the  cab- 
bin,  in  which  the  Deponent  was,  came  Jacob  Everett,  who  soon 
afterwards  received  a  ball  Tn  his  forehead  by  which  he  expired'  in 
aboot  half  an  hour;  that  the  firing  continued  after  this  for  some 
time,  by  which  two  men  were  wounded ;  that  after  it  had  ceased, 
the  body  of  the  above  mentioned  Everett  was  interred  near  the  hut 
in  which  he  was  killed,  and  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  MOORE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  ne  this  14th  dAy  of  September, 
1784.  ^^ 

JNO.  BOYD,  ' 


Act  of  Asskmblt^  Wtomiwo,  1784. 

A»  ACT  far  the  mort  tpeeSy  restarinj  the  poueMeion  of  certain 
menuagesj  lande  and  tenements,  in  IforthUmberland  county^  i9 
ihejpenone  who  lately  hdd  the  tame*, 

SsoT.  L  Whereas  several  persons  at  or  near  Wyominff,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  were  in  the  month  of  May  last,  vio- 
lentlj  dispossessed  of  the  Messuages,  lands  and  tenements  which 
they  then  occupied,  and  which  are  still  detained  from  them  by  force ; 
and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  eases  require,  that  the  po»> 
session  of  the  premises  so  forcibly  entered  and  detained,  should  be 
without  delay  restored  to  the  persona  who  occupied  them  as  afore- 
said. 

SsoT.  II.  Be  it  ther^ore  enacted,  and  it  ii  hereby  enacted  hy  the 
Xfpreeentativee  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Oammonweakh  of  Femuyl- 
vanta,  in  General  Aieembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  c/  the  $ame^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  to  direct  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Northumberland  to  proceed  forthwith  in  executing 
the  laws  relating  to  forcible  entries  and  detainers;  and  that  their  pro- 
ceedings therein^  or  the  writ  of  restitution  thereupon,  or  the  effect 
tiiereo^  in  the  cases  before  mentioned,  shall  not  be  in  any  manner 
whatever  superceded,  impeded  or  delayed  by  Writ  of  Certiorari,  or 
other  Writ  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  Judge  thereof,  or 
by  any  other  Court  whatever. 

Sscrr.  III.  And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  (he  authority  aforesaid, 
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Tliat  this  act  shall  coDtinoe  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  86a< 
sion  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

GEOBGB  GRA7, 
Unacted  into  a  Law  at  Pkiladelphia,  Speaksr. 

on  Wednesday  the  fifteenth  day  of 
September^  in  the  year  of  our  Lordf 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
,    eighty-four.  PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

CSerk  of  the  General  AssemUy.* 


John  ABBisTBOira  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Easton^  14th  September,  1784. 
Sir, 

Before  yoar  Sxoellency's  last  letter  reached  Wyoming,  I  W 
taken  some  measures  for  disposing  such  part  of  the  Insurgento  is 
remained  in  arms  about  the  mou&  of  Tunkhannock  creek,  k  tbo' 
my  intentions  were  far  ^m  being  fulfilled,  yet  I  have  every  retsoo 
to  believe  that  a  discovery  of  thetn  has  not  been  without  its  effed, 
as  they  have  dace  removed  themselves  much  higher  up  the  liTer. 
Col.  Moore  will  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Ezcelienoy  of  the 
steps  which  were  taken  to  bring  about  this  purpose. 

The  fears  which  I  expressed  in  a  former  letter  to  Council,  (vA 
which  had  grown  entirely  out  of  the  Sheriff's  conduct  at  Svnsbory) 
have  been  in  some  degree  justified  by  the  ooikIuA  of  the  people  tben 
released.  They  have  in  some  instances  taken  up  their  arms  and  n- 
tired  into  the  neibonriog  hills — ^in  others,  they  have  threataed  the 
dvil  officers  &  refused  to  submit  to  the  laws.  But  in  no  iiutaiNt 
has  any  real  violence  been  committed,  excepting  one — the  ofieader 
in  that  ease  was  brought  to  immediate  justice.  In  this  situatioB  I 
left  the  settlement  on  Saturday  last,  &  proposed  to  have  retuiMd 
immediately  to  Philada.,  but  meeting  Captain  Boyd  at  this  pboe,  1 
have  at  least  suspended  my  intentions  for  a  day  or  two,  &  shaH 
await  the  operation  of  some  medicines  which  I  have  taken  for  the 
restoration  of  my  health — ^when  I  shall  be  able  to  determine  whether 
lean  return,  to  Wyofflinff  or  whether  I  am  to  prosecute  mjb^ 
Intention  of  going  on  to  the  City. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  possible  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  ft  Council's 

Most  obedient  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb. 

I  have  forwarded  some  deponfions  upon  the  affiur  of  Locust  ridgef 
to  the  Chief  Justice. 
Direeted, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President 
•    »  Printwl  Laws,  foUo  edition,  p.  891, 

t  See  pages  828,  686,  &o. 
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Deposition  of  James  Keed— Wyoming,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  for  the  peace 
in  &  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  James  Keedj 
Esqr.,  and  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  saj,  that  on  Monday, 
the  20th  Instant,  when  returning  from  the  Fort  to  Mr.  John  Hol- 
lenbach'fl,  &  at  some  distance  behind  Major  Boyd  k  John  Oakley, 
Esqr.,  his  attentions  were  calFd  immediately  to  them  by  a  Voice 
which  commanded  some  one  to  pull  off  his  hat,— that  he  then  dis- 
covered two  men  (who  appeared  to  the  Deponent  to  have  stopped 
the  gentlemen  above-mentioned)  in  arms ; — one  of  whom,  holding  a 
stick  over  Major  Boyd,  said — "  Ton  were  one  of  the  Commissioners 
^^  who  pulled  off  your  hats  to  us  when  we  laid  down  our  arms ;  now 
'^  I  order  you  to  pull  off  vour  hat  to  me/'  Upon  which  he  struck 
Major  Boyd  with  his  stick ;  the  stroke  seemed  to  be  given  with  great 
violence.  This  was  repeated,  the  deponent  believes,  three  times, 
^th  much  threatning  language,  among  which  was  this  expression — 
"  Come  into  the  woods  along  with  me," — to  which  Major  Boyd  re- 
plied, <'  I  shall  not  go  with  you ;  if  you  have  any  business  with  me, 
**  come  to  mv  Quarters."  ^he  Assailant  then  ask'd,  '<  how  lone  do 
^*  yon  intend  to  stav  here  ?"  Major  Boyd's  answer  was,  '^  as  long 
'^  as  my  business  calls  me."  By  this  time  the  Deponent  had  ap- 
proach'd  pretty  near  to  them,  when  the  two  men  in  arms  moved  off 
along  the  road — &  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JAMES  SEED. 
Sworn  &  Subscribed  before  me,  at  Wyoming, 
Sept'r  22nd,  1784. 


Deposition  of  John  Okbly — Wyoming,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esq'r,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appear'd  Mr.  John  Okeley, 
and  duly  affirming  according  to  Law,  doth  say,  that  on  Monday,  the 
20th  Inst.,  in  Company  with  Major  Boyd  &  Col.  Reed  (the  Latter 
being  some  distance  behind)  Returning  from  the  fort  to  Mr.  John 
HoUenbaok's,  they  were  met  by  two  armed  men  that  came  rushing 
out  of  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street;  the  foremost,  as 
the  Deponent  was  informed,  was  Walterman  Baldwin,  bid  Major 
Soyd  k  the  Deponent  stand;  said,  you  are  Major  Boyd,  an't  you, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  that  PuU'd  off  your  hat  to  us  when  we 
laid  down  our  arms.  Major  Boyd  said  he  was ;  says  Baldwin,  pull 
off  vour  hat  for  me  now, — ^npon  which  he  struck  Major  Boyd  with  a 
0tick  three  or  four  times  witb  great  Violence,  and  Much  Threatning 
Language,  telling  Major  Boyd  to  eome  into  the  woods  with  him, 
which  Major  Boyd  refused,  saying,  if  he  had  any  Business  with  him 
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he  Bhonld  oome  to  his  Quarters,  (the  Deponent  Desired  the  assuUnt 
to  Desist^  &  not  abuse  an  unarm'd  Gentlemati,  upon  which  he  tnro'd 
to  the  Deponent;  &  with  a  Threat  bid  him  hold  his  tongue  or)— the 
assailant  asked  Major  Bojd  how  long  he  Intended  to  stay  there; 
Major  Boyd's  answer  Was,  as  long  as  mj  Business  calls  me,  and 
then  the  two  armed  men  walked  off — farther  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

J.  OKELI. 
Affirmed  and  Subscribed  before  me,  at 
Wjomingy  Sept'r  22nd,  1784. 


DxposiTioN  or  Joseph  Kino,  1784. 

Before  me,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  Jotepk 
King,  of  the  Township  of  ohawana,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  &  say,  that  on  Sunday,  the  19th  Instant,  while  he  &  another 
man,  with  bis  wife,  sat  in  his  own  house,  he  was  fired  upon  from 
without  by  some  persons  then  unseen ;  that  going  to  the  door  to 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  it,  he  was  instaatly  surrounded  by  about  a 
dozen  of  armed  men,  who  began  to  beat  this  deponent  with  great 
violence;  that  breaking  from  them,  he  retired  within  the  door  of  his 
house,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
assailants  out — that  they  shut  &  latch'd  the  door  for  this  purpose, 
when  the  assailants  broke  it  open  &  began  again  to  beat  this  depo- 
nent with  the  butts  of  their  guns,  &  otherwise  much  abuse  him  and 
his  wife — that  they  then  extorted  a  promiae  from  him  under  ptin  of 
death,  that  he  would  not  make  any  information  against  them^  and 
that  they  then  withdrew.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that  aotne 
of  the  persons  thus  assailing  bim  he  knew,  viz. :  John  Swift,  Elisbs 
Sattalee,  Walterman  Baldwin,  Phede  Bodd,  &  Phineas  Stevens^ 
that  the  others  he  did  not  know, — &  that  he  now  remains  under 
tho  utmost  terror  of  his  life. 

JOSEPH  KINO. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  tbis  22d 

day  of  September,  1784* 

HSNBT  ShOSUAKBE. 


Dbpositiok  6r  William  Lahtabman,  1784. 

Appeared  before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Jostiees  in  4 
for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  William  Lanterman,  &  bang 
duly  sworn  doth  depose  k  say,  that  on  Monday,  the  20th  Instant, 
beingin  his  father's  com  field  in  the  Township  of  Stoke,  he  there 
met  Waterman  Baldwin,  who  isked  him  where  bis  father  was—A 
told  him  that  if  he  caught  him  taking  any  corn  out  of  that  field,  be 
(Waterman  Baldwin)  would  scalp  him.    This  deponent  then  toM 
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him  tbat  lie  had  eome  to  gefc  some  corn,  &  added  ''  70a  will  not 
shoot  me,  will  yon  V  npon  which  he  replied  that  he  would — ^The 
Deponent  then  told  him  that  snob  conduct  was  contrary  to  law— 
when  Baldwin  answered  that  there  was  no  law  here — he  had  tried  it 
long  enough,  &  that  Swift  &  he  &  thirty  others  had  come  down  to 
take  the  corn  by  force  &  keep  it.  That  he  was  armed  with  a  rifle 
gun  &  two  pistols.  The  deponent  then  left  the  field,  &  farther  saith 
not. 

WILLIAM  LANTARMAN. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  at ' 
Wyoming,  Sept.  22d,  1784. 
Jno.  Sjsslt. 


1 


Deposition  of  Harmon  Brink,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  came  Harmon  Brink,  & 
Being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  &  say,  that  on  Monday,  the  2d  day 
of  August  last  past,  he,  the  said  Deponent  was  in  a  house  at  a  place 
eall'd  Locust  Hill,  in  Northampton  County,  where  Col.  James  Moore 
lay  sick  at  tbat  time,  theft  were  seyerat  others  laying  under  the 
trees,  and  nnder  the  shade  before  the  door,  the  Deponent  heard  two 
or  three  guns  fired,  and  Immediately  heard  one  Michael  McCartley^ 
(who  was  under  the  shade  before  the  door)  Call  to  the  Deponent  to 
oome  and  carry  him  away,  for  he  was  wounded  &  was  not  able  to 
get  in  the  house,  the  Deponent  went  to  help  him  in,  and  ask'd  him 
DOW  he  came  to  be  wounded,  (not  suspecting  any  Evil  Minded  Per- 
ions  being  round)  as  he  spoke  to  the  wounded  man  there  was  thirty 
or  forty  guns  fired  towards  the  house  which  the  Deponent  snppos'd 
to  be  chiefly  at  him,  he  then  eall'd  to  the  rest  that  were  round  to 
mdce  the  best  of  their  way  into  the  house,  after  the  People  were  got 
in  the  house  one  Jacob  Everit,  standing  opposite  a  Window,  was 
shot  through  tho  head  &  Died  in  a  few  Minutes,  two  others  besides 
the  first  mentioned  were  wounded,  after  the  Connecticut  Claimants 
(which  I  afterwards  found  them  to  be)  had  Continued  their  firing 
on  us  about  two  hours,  they  Retreated  back  to  Wyoming,  farther  the 
Deponent  saith  not. 

HARMON  BRINK. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  at' 
Wyoming,  Sept.  22d,  1784. 
Jno.  Sselt. 


1 


Deposition  of  Obadiah  Walksr,  1784. 

Appeared  before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justicee  of  the 
peace  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northumberland^  Obadiah  Walker, 


vbo  being  daly  iwom  doth  depose  &  9a;  that  on  Tnesdaj,  the  21it 
InatanI,  being  at  the  hooae  of  ■  '■  Tra3(,  in  the  Township  of 
Shawaney,  John  Swift,  Elisha  Sattalee,  Waterman  Baldwiu,  k 
Phineae  Stevena  eame  into  the  aforesaid  house,  &  after  boastiog  of 
having  beaten  Migor  Boyd,  one  of  the  Comoiisaioners,  John  Swift 
drew  the  wiper  from  the  rifle  with  whioh  he  waa  arm'd,  &  taking 
the  fimaller  part  into  his  hand,  struck  this  deponent  about  fifty 
times  with  the  larger — with  all  his  force,  &  then  departed  the  hopso. 
Farther  this  deponent  saitb  noi« 

OBADIAH  WALKfiB. 


Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  at 
Wyoming,  the  22d  Sept.,  1784. 
JnO.   SlSLX. 


1 


Deposition  of  NiooDKMud  Tbavis,  1784. 

Appeared  before"^ me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Jnstiees  of 
the  peaoe  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  Nieodemoi 
•Trayis,  and  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  that  on  Moadaji 
(he  20th  Instant,  beinir  at  his  labor  on  Jaoob's  plains,  Daniel  Qm 
eame  up  to  him  with  three  stones  in  one  hand  and  a  club  in  ^ 
other,  declaring  that  he  would  saorifioe  him  if  he  did  not  leafethe 
Oats  which  he  had  in  his  Waggonr— piooeeded  to  thieaten  bim 
lartfaer  dedared  that  he  should  have  none  of  his  Gropa,  &  at  length 
obliged  the  Deponent  to  unload  &  leave  the  Oats  (m  the  groosd* 
The  deponent  says  that  he  sowed  these  oats  in  peaoe,  &  farther  mA 
Ihat  heia  afraid  hia  life  will.be  taken  should  he  return,  again  to  look 
hfter  his  property. 

his 
NICH0DEMD8  (N)  TRAVI& 
mark. 


Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me»  at 
Wyoming,  Sept.  22d,  1784. 
Jno.  Ssely. 


1 


Question  to  tiie  MAeiSTRAOYi  1784. 

22d  September,  1784. 
Question  to  the  Magistracy. 

Whether  from  the  evidence  before  them  ii  was  their  opinion  that 
we  could  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  committed  to  us,  with 
aecurity  to  our  persons  J  &  what  security,  if  any,  they  ooold  give  usf 
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Akbww  01  Juaxiois  of  WTOMuia,  1784. 

Qenjtlemefi, 

We  have  considered  the  Question  which  yon  were  pleased  to  put 
io  OB  yesterday  with  all  the  attention  of  whioh  we  are  capable^  and 
DOW  offer  it  as  our  joint  of«nion  that  yoa  eannot  proceed  to  the  Ex-* 
•eatioB  of  the  Triist  committed  to  yon,  with  aeoiarity  to  your  persons 
or  to  the  dignity  of  the  State  which  is  &•  Insepexably  eonneeted 
with  it. 

We  have  also  oontempkted  every  means  in  our  power  to  give  3rov 
the  protection  yoa  wish  for,  and  can  find  it  only  in  the  interposition 
of  an  armed  force. 

We  are  therefore  induced  to  propose  to  your  own  consideratioa 
the  Propriety  of  applying  to  this  alternative,  while  we  cannot  in 
Jnstioe  to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  a  very  respeota* 
Ue  part  of  this  Commnnity,  but  declare  that  a  force  Verry  adequate 
to  your  protection  can  be  Immediately  obtained. 

As  Mr*  Head  intimated  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  to 
meet  us  this  Afternoon,  we  have  thought  proper  to  come  to  this 
separate  report,  that  yoa  may  be  early  enabled  to  proceed  to  some 
tesolations  apon  it. 

We  are  however  happy  to  add  that  Mr.  Meads  sentiments  npon 
this  subject  have  ezacUy  corresponded  with  ours. 
We  are  Gentlemen 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  most  obed't  & 

very  H  amble  Servants, 
JNO  8EBLY, 
HENRY  SHOEMAKER. 
•    Wyoming,  September  2Sd,  1784. 
IHrected, 

To  John  Boyd;  Esqr.,  John  Armstrong;  James  Read,  John 
Okely. 

Answer  of  David  Mkad,  1784. 

Wyoming,  Sept.  28d,  1784. 

^ntlemen. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  must  inform,  that  at  present  from 
circumstances,  lam  induced  to  believe  that  you  cannot  Travil  through 
the  difTerent  settlements  of  this  place  with  bodily  saifty. 
In  the  mean  time  ^ 

am  with  much  Respect 

your  Humble  Sery't, 

DAVID  MEAD. 
Commissioners  of  the  Supreme  *) 
Executive  Council  of  PennsyFa.    )  * 
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GOMMISSIOHSBS  TO  PbXS.  DlOKINSOir,  1784. 

Wyoming,  24th  September,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  papers  enclosed  will  explain  to  your  Excellency  and  Oonnoil 
the  intermptiona  we  have  met  in  execating  the  tmat  reposed  in  w 
The  spirit  of  violence  which  presented  itself  upon  onr  arrival  at  this 
place  &  the  daring  outrage  npon  the  person  of  Major  Boyd,  which 
immediately  followed,  were  so  alarming  in  themselves  and  connected 
with  so  many  exaggerating  oircnmstapoes  as  to  produce  the  indoeed 
application  to  the  Magistracy  (mark'd  No  7)  their  reply  (No  8)* 
3^hile  it  confirmed  our  apprehensions  of  farther  violence  left  as  bow- 
ever  a  good  deal  embarras'd,  &  has  made  this  (sommunication  im- 
mediately necessary.  Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  while  the; 
ffive.  us  assurances  that  **  a  force  adequate  to  our  protection  may  be 
immediately  obtained''  they  leave  it  to  ''  onr  own  determination 
whether  an  application  to  this  alternative  be  necessary  or  expedient. 
Upon  this  point  we  have  some  doubts ;  which  have  grown  out  of  a 
belief  that  a  st^p  of  this  kind  in  us  would  induce  to  hostihtiefl  h 
precipitate  this  unfortunate  country  again  into  blood  shed.  We 
therefore  commit  ourselves  in  this  instance  to  the  wisdom  of  conndl 
k  hope  from  that  for  stich  a  decision  as  will  best  promote  the  inten- 
tions of  Government  &  the  interest  of  the  public. 

As  we  feel  ourselves  obliged  to  offer  matters  of  opinion  as  well  tf 
fact  to  your  Honorable  board  we  cannot  suppress  our  apprefaenflioDS 
that  the  grain  now  on  the  ground  will  begin  some  immediate  violence. 
It  has  already  been  the  subject  of  dispute,  and  we  have  been  preffl'd 
by  some  of  the  Connecticut  claimants,  to  an  immediate  deciaon 
upon  it,  as  the  great  point  upon  which  the  peace  of  this  country  de- 
pended. We  have  been  told  that  unless  this  decision  was  in  their 
favor,  an  appeal  to  arms  would  be  the  consequence.  We  are  here 
lead  to  one  observation  which  cannot  but  make  Oouneil  as  unhappy 
as  the  cause  of  it  has  made  us,  viz.,  that  the  lenity  of  government  M 
explicitly  shown  by  their  late  laws  &  resolutions  in  favor  of  thifl 
description  of  people,  do  not  seem  to  have  yet  had  all  the  effect  npon 
their  disposition,  which  was  to  have  been  expected  from  it,  while  on 
the  other  hand  we  cannot  but  declare  our  happiness  in  finding  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants,  in  every  instance^which  has  fallen  under  oar 
observations,  accommodating  themselves  to  the  acknowledged  prisdf 
pies  of  order  and  good  government. 

We  are  sir,  with  the  highest  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  k  very  humble  Servants,'!' 
JNO  BOYD, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 
JAMES  READ, 
J.  OKELY. 
*  Preceding  page.  f  See  page  861. 
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P*  S.  From  moUyes  of  a  yery  obvious  policy  we  have  yet  de^ 
cUned  giving  any  opinion  respecting  the  grain.    The  bearer  is  an 
intelligent  &  very  confidential  person. 
Directdy 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson;  Esq. 
Indorsed, 

Bead  in'Oouncil  28th  of  Sept'r,  1784.    . 


VXFOSITIONB. 

Northampton  Coanty,  ss : 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  Anno  1784,  before  me,  Peter 
Bhoads;  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  &  for  the  County  of 
Northampton,  Personally  Appeared  Frederick  Barihold,  of  the  town 
of  Easton,  and  (being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty Ood)  Both  Depose  and  say.  That  he  was  an  assistant  to 
Peter  Baler,  Goal  Keeper  at  the  town  of  Easton,  in  &  for  the  County 
of  Northampton,  and  that  on  the  17th  of  this  Instant,  at  about  4 
o'clock,  as  he  was  going  up  stairs  in  order  to  let  some  of  the  Prison- 
ers that  were  in  Confinement  there  from  Wioming,  Down  to  Oct 
some  water,  &  to  Carrie  Down  the  necessary  Pocket,  and  when  they 
were  out  of  one  Door  he  Did  shut  it  again  and  oppened  an  other 
Door  for  the  same  Purpose,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  oppened  the  other 
Door,  one  Edward  Inman  seized  him,  the  Deponent,  by  the  neck 
and  forced  the  whole  bundle  of  Keys,  consisting  of  six  or  seven 
Keys,  out  of  his  hands,  and  Knocked  him'  down  with  it  so  that  he 
faint'd,  and  by  the  time  he  recovered,  the  Prisoners  from  Wioming^ 
Twenty-five  in  number^  were  all  out  of  the  Two  Rooms. 

FREDERICK  BARTHOLD. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 

day  &  year  abovesaid. 
Peteb  Rhoads. 

Northampton  County,  ss : 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  me,  Peter  Rhoads, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  &  for  said  County  of  Northamp- 
ton, Personally  Appeared  Peter  Ealer,  the  Goal  Keeper  of  Easton, 
in  &  for  the  County  of  Northampton,  and  (being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God)  Doth  Depose  and  say,  that  on 
the  17th  Instant,  at  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  ordered 
bis  assistant,  Frederick  Barthold,  up  stairs  in  the  Prison  where  the 
Prisoners  from  Wioming  were  Confined,  to  Let  out  of  each  Room 
they  were  in  two  rooms)  Two  Prisoners,  as  there  were  two  hand 
uffed  together,  in  order  to  fetch  water  and  Carry  Down  the  Neces- 

*  See  page  476. 


c 
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-sary  Sup  u  usual,  and  Going  up  tfaroii'  an  Iron  Gate,  a^d  after  the 
Bame  was  shut  again^  he  heard  hini,  the  said  Aaaistanty  saj,  that  the 
Bread  which  was  to  be  Brought  np  at  the  same  time  ongfat  or  might 
be  got  Redj,  to  be  Carried  up  when  those  Prisoners  were  to  be  Put 
up  again  that  were  to  be  Let  Down^  and  him  &  his  wife  were  getiag 
the  Bread  to  G&XTJ  it  throu'  the  Iron  Gate,  that  when  thej  (the 
Deponent  &  his  wife)  oppened  the  Gate,  the  Gate  was  seised  by 
some  of  the  Wioming  Prisoners^  who  were  hid  at  the  same  time  in 
a  Crook  Leading  to  the  stairs  going  up ;  and  that  he  EndeaTOored 
to  shut  the  Gate  again,  bat  was  over  Powered,  and  Sqaiesed  k 
Eicket  Tcrj  much  ;  seeing  that,  be  Called  to  his  wife  to  shot  the 
front  Door,  and  as  the  Key  was  not  in  the  Lock,  she  could  not  shut 
it  fast  aaough ;  he  then  Called  to  her  to  Allarm  the  Neighbours,  as 
he  saw  he  would  be  oyer  Powered,  and  ran  to  the  front  Door  hiniself 
in  order  to  Look  the  same,  and  was  over  Powered  again,  and  braised 
very  much,  so  that  he  feels  very  unwell  yet,  and  all  the  Priaooon 
from  Wioming,  Twenty-five  in  number,  Ban  out,  and  that  he  Par- 
aued  them  &  Apprehended  one.    Further  he  says  not 

PETER  EALBB. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 
24th  Septem'r,  1784. 

Pjitek  Bhoads. 


^  Northampton  County,  ss : 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  me,  Peter  Bhoeds, 
one  of  the  Justices  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northampton,  PerBOO&Ilj 
appeared  Conrad  Ihrt,  in  the  Town  of  Easton,  and  (being  Dnlj 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God)  Doth  Depose  and 
say,  That  on  frydjiy,  the  17th  Day  of  this  Instant,  Sept'r,  at  aboiit 
4  o'clock,  Mrs.  Ealer,  the  wife  of  Peter  Ealer,  Came  Bunning  to  his 
house — Living  oposide  the  Prison,  and  Called  for  Assistants,  the 
Prisoners  were  Breaking  out  of  Prison ;  that  when  he  Game  to  us 
Door  he  saw  that  the  Prisoners  from  Wioming  Pushed  Peter  Baler, 
the  Goal  Keeper,  out  of  the  front  Door,  and  saw  one  of  the  Prison- 
ers having  a  Large  Key  in  his  hand,  he,  the  Deponant,  ran  at  hia 
to  seize  him,  and  when  he  Came  near  him,  the  Prisoner  stroke  it 
him,  and  he  avoiding  the  Blow,  the  Prisoner  Escaped,  and  thej  the 
Prisoners  went  all  off  through  an  alley.    Further  he  says  not 

the  Hark  of 
CONRAD  [0  I]  IHBIB. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 
Day  k  year  above  said, 

P£TE&   IIUOADB. 
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Northampton  County,  m  s 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  me,  Peter  Rhoads, 
one  of  the  Jnstices  of  the  Pbace  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northamp- 
ton, Personally  Appeared  WiUiam  Roughs  of  the  Town  of  Easton, 
and  (being  Duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evaucelists  of  Almighty  Qod) 
Doth  Depose  &  say,  That,  on  fryday,  the  17th  lustant,  at  about  4 
o'clock,  as  he  was  at  the  House  of  John  Spangenberg,  opposid  the 
Prison  in  Easton,  the  wife  of  John  Spangenberg  being  on  the  street. 
Cried  out,  and  saw  Conrad  Ihrie  Run  oat  of  his  house  towards  the 
Prison ;  that  he,  the  Deponant,  Ran  after  him,  and  saw  Peter  Ealer. 
the  Goal  Keeper,  standing  in  the  front  door  of  the  Prison  to  Resist 
the  Prisoners  from  Wioming  from  breaking  out  of  Goal,  but  before 
be,  the  Deponant,  Could  Come  to  the  Goal  Keeper's  Assistance,  the 
Prisoners  foroed  out,  and  that  he  was  about  Apprehending  one  of 
the  Prisoners  who  had  a  Large  Key  in  his  hand,  where  with  he 
ofiered  to  strike  him,  which  he,  in  order  to  save  his  life,  avoided  the 
stroke.  In  the  Mean  time  Prisoners  fVom  Wioming  Got  all  out,  k 
went  off  through  an  alley,  and  he,  the  Deponant,  Ran  after  them, 
and  allarmed  the  Inhabitants  and  Called  them  to  Arms;  that  it  was 
a  Rainy  Day,  Did  not  Come  timely  to  Assistance — further  he  says 
not. 

WILLIAM  ROUGE. 

Bwom  &  subscribed  before  me^  the 
Day  8c  Year  above  said. 

PfiTSR  Rhoads. 


Before  me,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esq'r,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  John 
8ticka/oo8,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  Law,  doth  say,  that 
on  the  second  Day  of  August  Last,  he  was  at  a  place  known  by  the 
name  of  liocust  Hill,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  in  Company 
with  several  People ;  that  in  the  forenoon  of  said  Day,  the  Depo- 
nent was  asleep  under  the  shade  of  a  Tree,  and  was  alarmed  with  a 
iSreiagofMusqtietry,  upon  which  be  fled  to  a  small  LogCabbin, 
which  was  near ;  that  the  Persons  who  fired  killed  a  Certain  Jacob 
•Sverel,  by  shooting  him  through  the  Head,  and  wounded  th^e 
others,  (viz.)  Michael  McCorcle,  John  Shuboy,  &  David  Moris ;  that 
the  Persons  so  surrounding.  Continued  to  fire  one  Hour  and  a  haff 
or  Long^}  that  he  supposed  they  Consisted  of  Twenty  or  thirty 
men,  some  of  which  he  knew,  (vis.)  Jonathan  Burwell  &  William 
Slooum ;  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  said  Burwell  & 
Slokcm,  with  their  associates,  who  perpetrated  this  unprovocked 
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Harder,  were  all  of  the  Puij  Called  the  Gonnectiout  ChoMati,  it 
Wjoming — ^farther  the  Deponent  sajeth  not. 

hiB 
JOHN   XSTICKAF003. 
mark. 
Sworn  and  Sahseribed  before  me,  at 
Wjoming,  Sept'r  24th,  1784. 

HeN&T  ShO£MAK£E. 


Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justices  m  and  for  tke 
County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  William  SinUj  &  being  dulj 
Bwom,  doth  depose  &  saj,  that  being  at  the  Black-smith  wop  of 
David  Fowler  of  Sbawnej  Township,  on  the  23d  Instant,  he  there 
met  Waterman  Baldwin  &  Phenias  Stevens,  who  enquir^  whether 
there  was  any  party  after  them — he  replied,  not  that  ne  knew  off— 
they  then  asi'd  whether  if  a  party  came  after  them,  they  would  fire 
npon  them.  The  Deponent  replied  he  did  not  thinJ^  they  would,— 
to  which  Baldwin  answered,  that  tho'  they  (the  party)  should  not, 
he  would  fire  upon  them,  for  it  was  his  determination  not  to  he 
taken  alive, — that  if  it  had  not  rained  that  morning,  they  would 
have  pulled  Lanterman's  com — had  Twenty  or  Thirty  men  for  thai 
purpose,  &  as  many  others  to  support  them.  The  Deponent  advued 
him  not,  &  recommended  a  submission  to  the  laws — To  which  he 
sud,  "  We  will  be  damn'd  if  we  submit  to  the  laws  of  this  Stite  or 
any  other,  but  live  independant — the  Corn  we  will  have,  k  the 
ground  too— then  you  will  see  the  Vermonters  turn  out^hi^ 
Country  has  always  been  in  dispute,  the  strongest  party  has  ever 
kept  it,^&  we  will  now  keep  it."  The  Deponent  further  saith,  thit 
Baldwin  &  Stevens  added— We  would  not  have  flogg'd  Boyd,  had 
he  not  been  a  damn'd  Rascal — that  what  he  had  received  was  hot  a 
beginning — ^that  wherever  they  met  him  they  would  beat  hioH)  & 
let  him  know  that  before  he  left  this  Country — thai  as  for  C(i 
Armstrong,  if  ever  they  catch' d  him,  they  might  leave  the  life  in 
him  but  that  would  be  all.  They  added,  that  they  had  not  a  far- 
thing of  interest  here,  but  that  they  had  been  hired  at  the  rate  d 
three  half  joes  a  man  by  the  Connecticut  claimants  to  fight  here,-' 
&  that  in  addition  to  this,  they  were  to  divide  the  lands  amonf 
those  that  did  fight— that  if  it  were  not  for  10  or  12  persoDS  among 
them,' the  Pennsylvanians  might  live  in  peace  and  without  anj  dtf- 
turbance,  &  have  the  Country  to  themselves,  and  that  they  now 
were  here  by  the  advice  and  persuasion  of  Franklin,  Johnstone, 
Peiroe  and  others,  and  that  otherwise  they  should  have  left  this  long 
ago— and  farther  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

WM.  SWS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this 
24th  day  of  Septem.,  1784. 
Jmo.  Ssely. 
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John  Abmbtbomq  to  Pus.  DiokinsoNi  1784. 

24  Sep!.,  1784,  Wyomiiig.    * 
Sir, 

^  The  packet  to  your  Excellency  waa  dosed  before  Mr.  Sim's  depo- 
rition  was  made.  The  Commissioners  have,  however,  thought  pro-* 
per  to  forward  it. 

As  we  did  not  wish  to  multiply  reading  of  this  sort,  we  have  sup- 
pressed much  testimony  to  the  same  effect.    Your  Excellency  and 
Council  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  most  respectful  compliments; 
and  believe  me  to  be  with  much  sincerity, 
Your  most  obedient  & 

Very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
IHrectedy 

His  Excellency,  President  Dickinson. 

By  Mr.  Sims. 


Advertisement  or  Commissioners  or  Wyoming,  1784. 

Whereas  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  have  by 
tbeir  resolution  of  the  9th  Instant,  appointed  us,  the  subscribers  to 
carry  into  effect  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  taken  on  the 
7th  of  the  same  Month  for  the  following  purposes,  viz., 

'^  1st,  To  obtain  the  most  exact  knowledge  they  can  get  of  ther 
names  of  the  Widows  &  Children  of  such  persons  as  were  lately 
settled  at  or  near  Wyoming,  and  have  fallen  fighting  against  the 
Savi^es/' 

**  2dly,  Of  all  such  others  as  did  actually  reside  on  the  Lands  atr 
or  near  Wyoming  when  the  late  Decree  was  given  at  Trenton,  80tli 
Dec'r,  1782."  ^  .  '        . 

"  3dly,  Of  the  Widows  ft  Children  of  such  of  them  as  have 
since  died.'' 

**  4thly,  Of  the  quantity  of  Land  possessed  by  each  of  the  persons 
before  described  at  the  time  of  his  Death,  or  of  the  said  Decree 
respectively," 

<<5thly,  Of' the  Improvements  on  each  of  the  said  parcels  of 
I/and." 

'<6thly,  Of  the  nature  of  the  Claim  on  which  the  possessions  of 
each  parcel  as  aforesaid  was  founded." 

"  7thly,  Of  the  Evidences  in  support  of  such  Claim." 

<^  8thly,  Of  what  parts  of  such  Lands  are  claimed  under  Penn- 
flylvania,  &c." 

"9thly,  By  whom." 

We  do  therefore  give  this  puUio  notice  to  all  concerned  that  on 
Vol.  X*— 29 


Hondsy  nexl  ve  wQl  begin  to  receiye  all  mcb  lofbrmatioD  vwrn  dw 
preoeeding  8mbje6t8  (teodptiag  the  6lh  trtiele,)  M  teay  be  liid 
before  ns,  and  for  tbis  pnrpoise  we  have  tbongbt  it  proper  to  diieck 
that  tbe  {mbabitante  of  tb«  Township  of  Stoke  will  attend  oa 
Monday,  Tuesday  ft  Wednesday  next,  and  the  Inhabitants  of 
Sbawan*  Townehip  on  Thoraday,  Friday  ft  Saturday  foUowing  it 
tbe  House  of  John  Hollenbaok  in  tbe  Township  of  Sioke. 
Given  at  Wyoming  this  25th  day  of  September,  1784. 

JNO.  BOYD. 
JOHNARMSTBONG,Jb, 
JAMES  READ, 
JOHN  OEELY. 


Inhabitants  of  Wtomino  to  Combiiss'bs  Read  and  OuaT, 

1784. 

Wyoming,  Sept  26th,  17M. 
Gentlemen, 

We  oan't  but  observe  tbe  good  Intention  of  tbe  (General  ABflemblj 
of  Pennsylvania  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  in  the  l»t> 
Kef^lve  of  that  Booosable  House:  which  reflects  much  Honor 
upon  them,  and  wfll  terminate  much  in  Favor  of  the  Connccticak 
Olaimaiits:  And  also  the  Resolve  of  the  General  A88emblji««- 
t^risin^  tbe  President,  and  Council  to  appoint  Gommiscdonen,  t* 
S6|>fdr.  to.  Wyoming,  in  order  to  asoertain  l^e  Names  of  those  kn^ 
men  who  ifSught,  bled  and  ezpir'd  in  the  glorious  Cause  of  libertj 
Vjd  Property. 

And  what  Quantity  of  Lands  they  ooonpied,  and  posses'd;  aod 
also, the  Names  of  the  Widdows  and  Fatherless  Children;  that  ^ 
General  Assembly  might  be  in  a  Capacitv  to  ^ake  a  just  Pucn* 
minatioi^  aad  extend  theb  Humanity  and  Commiseration  to  thotf 
Persons  who  bad  been  the  greatest  Sufferers,  by  the  Depridatiou  <« 
the  Savages :  And  also  the  names  of  those,  who  liv'd  here  at  ue 
Decree  at  Trenton,  tbe  Quantity  of  Lands  thej  possessed  at  W 
Time,  their  Title,  Ac.— The  above  Resolves  we  canH  but  take  tin 
greatest  Notice  o^  and  assure  you  Gentlemen,  that  our  Hearts  f^ 
with  Gratitude,  and  high  Esteem  for  that  Honourable  House;  J^ 
at  tbe  same  Time  let  us  tell  you,  that  we  are  sorry  to  say,  that  f< 
have  j  ust  Bmsou  to  suspect  that  two  of  the  Commissianeri,  are  so 
prejudiced  against  liie  Connecticut  Ckimants  that  its  imposohle  w 
them  to  do  Justice,  and  therefore  very  unfit  persons  to  aet  ia  taat 
Capacity. 

The  Gentlemen  whom  we  refer  to  are  Lt  Colo.  Joba  Arnutropg 
and  John  Boyd,  JBIsq'r,  who  have  once  d^ved  us  by  £orfitinc  ttor 
word  and  Honour;  espemally  Colo.  John  Aimstrong:  ana  no* 
appears  to  be  replete  with  Prejudice,  and  we  may  saj  Midioe  *0^j^^ 
^:  for  when  the  civil  Que^t^n  wfts  ad^ed  Ss^'r  Boyd,  is  Ocio. 
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en 


Araistrcmg  one  of  the  Commisstosen,  the  add  Oolo.  Bpoke  ft  said 
^es  I  alD,  and  I  iriD  make  joa  know  it  too. 

Now  OeQtlemen^  we  leave  yon  to  jndge,  whether  a  man,  who  vl 
oapable  of  givinr  such  an  answer  to  Gentlemen,  and  at  the  same 
Time  showed  anon  Prejndice  is  fit  for  a  Commissioner.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  no  justice  can  come  from  Men,  who  have 
■■eh  PrepoasesnoBs,  and  f^jadiees,  against  ns,  as  those  C^entle- 
men  appear  to  hwro;  together  witli  the  III  Treatment,  the  Oon- 
oecticat  Claimants  have  already  received  from  the  above  mentioned 
Oendemen. 

l^ievefofe,  we  the  Snbsoribers  do  most  solemnly  and  in  the  name 
of  «Tery  thin^  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  ns  as  GhristianB  throw  in 
oar  Protestetions  against  John  Boyd,  Bsq'r,  and  Lt.  Colo.  John 
Amstong,  aeting  in  the  OapfeuMty  of  Commissioners,  especially 
the  ktter. 

We  are  Qenthmen  with  soitable  Bespects  your  .most  obed't  and 
most  hnmle.  servants, 
Ebenr.  Johnson,  Nathl.  Cook, 

J(^n  Franklin,  Edisha  Harvey, 

Phinehas  Peiroe,  Maros.  Calbey, 

Bitehard^Brockway,    Samtxel  Ayres, 

Jeremiah  Colman, 


Jonah  Woodworth, 
Samnel  Gore, 
Samnel  Tubbs, 
Andw.  Blanhard, 
Fra.  Stevens, 
Jabes  Winshipp, 
Benben  Cook, 
Barins  Barke, 
Ralph  Compter, 
Barney  Hayney, 
John  O'Neil, 
John  Cary, 
W^m.  Bncks, 
Elijah  Buck, 
Jas.  Ckylord. 
Ambrose  Gaylord, 
Stephen  Oardiner^ 
Abel  Peiroe, 
John  Dorranee, 
l^niel  Peirce, 
Sldad.  Kellogg, 
BHas  Ohnrch, 
ICoah  Petibone, 
Saml.  Bansom, 


Phinehas  Nash, 
James  Bidlack, 
Josiah  Bogers, 
Hezekiah  Kobarts^ 
Thos.  Park, 
Benj.  Cole, 
Josh.  BenAet, 
Jonathan  Center, 
James  Nisbitt, 
Timothy  Hopkins. 
Frederick  Eveland, 
Samnel  Hallett, 
James  Cole, 
Abraham  Harding, 
Barnabas  Cary, 
John  Scoot, 
Wm,  Williams, 
Joseph  Leonard, 
David  Michel, 
Henry  Herding, 
Joseph  Thomas, 
Samnel  Miller, 
William  Miller, 


John '. 
Fred. 

Ja 

Jan 

Dav 

Jont?^ 
James  ^ 

Solomon  ^..^u, 
Thomas  Heath, 
Wm.  Jackways, 
Jonth.  Cory, 
Aaron  Perkins, 
Abraham  Westbrook, 
John  Staples, 
Daniel  Gore, 
Leonard  Westbrooki 
Daniel  Holly, 
Eph.  Lewis, 
Bichard  Westbrook, 
James  Westbrook, 
John  Bose  Krone, 
Thomas  Neill, 
John  Wight, 
Wm.  Hooker  Smithy 
Elisha  Drake, 
Ishmael  Bcnnet, 
Bicb'd  Inman. 


2>irecfe(f,'— The  Honorable  James  Bead  and  John  Oakly,  Commis-*. 
sioners.  Present.* 

«  Some  of  these  names  are  very  badly  written,  and  may  therefore  not  be 
altogether  correct. 
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John  FaAMKLiN,  &c.j  to  Pasa.  SickinsqNi  1784. 

His  Excelleocy  the  President,  and  the  Sonreme  Exeeative  Cooncil 

of  the  Common  Wealth  of  the  Sute  of  JrennsjlvAniA. 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  truly  sorry  that  the  good  loteiktioBs  of  the  Hon'Ue&a 
Ganwal  Asauably  of  this  State  in  a  jbto  Beaelvay  Sdatife  to  tha 
fieinveatment  of  the  People  call'd  the  Conneotimit  OkimaBtay  is  ii 
all  Probability  like  to  prove  inaffectual,  and  to  no  purpose,  and  sIm 
that  the  CkntieBien  GominiaBioBers  who  were  sent  hm  lo  mnttir 
jgate  xnattoEBi  and  Beeonoile  the  unhappy  Animosities  whieh  sab- 
isted  between  the  New  England  and  Penasylvanian  Paitiesi  wan 
conducted  in  the  manner  they  were;  And  we  likewise  kaant  that 

CHon'ble  Body  were  so  unfortunate  aa  to  appoint  John  Bofi 
.  and  Lt.  Colo.  John  Armstrong  OommissioHen,  whe  han 
antecedent  to  this  appointment  been  here  and  used  the  People  aalFd 
the  Connecticut  Claimants,  in  the  most  shameful  and  aboaifs 
manner  possible,  they  Punished  the  Innocent  and  let  the  gailty  go 
with  Impunity ;  Partiality  marked  their  Vestiges  and  crowned  thor 
proceediDgs;  every  Impartial  Spectator  Exclaimed  against  their 
Gruel  and  unjust  Treatment  towards  the  New  England  seUleni 
even  those  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  accompany  those  two  Qe&ilA- 
men  to  the  Banks  of  Susquehannah.  And  the  world  even  ipona 
bare  relation  of  their  conduct  stand  Agash'd,  and  Thunderatroek.— 
But  Gentlemen  we  would  not  wish  to  dwell  long  upon  thia  M 
irregular  st-ep  of  their  Proceedings,  which  they  Call  a  Coa<pifl>^ 
and  boast  of  their  Goneralship  that  they  have  out  Geneial'd  the 
Yankeys,  &c.^  but  to  come  to  facts  more  recent  which  happened  at 
the  time  of  their  acting  in  the  Hon'ble  sphere  of  Commissionen  at 
this  Place.  The  Second  Day  after  the  anival  of  the  Commissioaen 
they  Desired  some  of  our  People  to  meet  them  at  Mr.  John  Holos* 
back's  Innkeeper ;  accordingly  a  number  of  the  People  (oall'd  the 
Connecticut  Claimants,)  waited  upon  them  to  know  their  IntentioB^ 
and  the  business  and  Import  of  their  Mission ;  and  when  we  met 
these  Gentlemen;  we  knew  not  who  or  how  many  of  them  ireia 
Commissioners,  and  the  Qaestion  was  asked  Ssqr.  Boyd  whether 
Colo.  Armstrong  was  one  of  the  Commissioners,  the  said  Co^* 
never  waited  for  Esqr.  Boyd  to  give  the  Solution  to  the  Qaestios 
ask'd,  but  spoke  in  a  very  haughty  and  Insulting  manner  and  aud, 
yes  I  am,  and  I  will  make  you  know  it  too;  The  Commisaionera 
likewise  informed  us  that  their  Business  was  entirely  with  tha 
Connecticut  CbumantSj  And  that  they  had  none  with  Patteisoo  « 
any  of  his  adherents )  yet  nothwithstanding  i^peared  to  do  all  their 
Business  for  several  Days  with  that  Enemy  of  all  good;  whieh 
so  Exaperated  the  Connecticut  People  (so  call'd;  that  Uiey  desired 
a  Bemonstrance  might  be  drew  against  John  Boyd  Esq'r,  and  Colo* 
John  Armstrong,  acting  in  the  Capacity  of  Commissioners;  £v 
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tbey  wete  jpersoaded  that  no  justice  oould  Posaiblj  be  admuiisteMl 
by  men  who  were  apparently  replete  with  PrepofleeaeionB  and  Pre- 
j4dioe0  against  those  with  whom  they  PreteiMled  to  have  to  treat 
with;  Boeordinglya  Remonatranee  was  drew  npaninat  thoae  twe 
CoBittiisBionerB,  and  signed  by  upwards  of  Eighty  Bespeetable  mea 
in  the  Settlement,  bat  the  Gkntlemen  Commiseioners  had  absoonded 
before  we  had  time  to  Gwftvey  the  same  to  James  Bead,  and  John 
Oakly,  EflqTS.,  to  whom  the  £emonstsanee  was  direoted. 
.  Tbo'  attteoently  to  their  Departnre,  Patterson  and  Colo,  Arm- 
strong as  it  is  belieyed,  made  a  false  alarm  and  had  a  pajrty  of  their 
own  men  in  the  night  of  the  28th  Inst  to  atlaek  the  Garnson^  and 
flereral  of  the  Neighbonring  houses  in  a  most  violent  manner,  firinc 
into  the  Rooms  of  the  houses  where  People  were  lying  in  bed,  and 
alttfmed  tfie  whole  Settlement,  and  then  most  Eelonionaly  said  the 
Yankeys  attempted  to  take  the  Fort  by  storm,  and  that  they  had 
d««e  all  that  misehief  to  the  Inhabitants,  which  so  Intimidated  .the 
Commissioners  that  they  look'd  upon  it  Dangerous  foe  them  te 
tarry  anv  longer  in  the  Settlement. 

This  Insurrection  of  their  own  Party  was  done  to  frustrate  die  good 
Intention  of  Goyemment,  and  excite  the  Conneetient  People  to 
xiqmir  to  arms  in  Defence  of  their  liyes  and  Pfoperty.    This  to* 

S»ther  with  the  insults  and  abuses  that  the  Connecticut  party  are 
aily  reoeiying  by  being  confined  in  the  Garrison  by  Patterson  and 
his  party,  without  Law  or  Justice,  and  knowing  the  Garrison  to  be 
A  harbour  and  place  of  Bendesvons  for  those  Tories  worse  than 
Sayages  who  haye  sacrificed  hundreds  of  our  InhaUtants  during  the 
late  unhappy  war,  and  now  frequently  repairing  to  the  Garrison 
from  Niagara,  and  elsewhere,  and  there  Protected  and  harbour'd  by 
that  most  ungodly  Patterson  and  his  party ;  so  Exasperated  some 
of  the  Connecticut  party  that  in  the  night  of  t^e  27th  inst.,  a  small 
number  of  about  firteen  only  of  those  who  had  been  droye  to  almost 
Desparation,  and  falsely  accused  of  making  the  alarm  the  nif;ht 
before ;  attack'd  the  Fort  in  good  Earnest  not  out  of  any  Design 
against  Goyemment  or  the  Lawsof  this  State,  but  in  support  of  the 
same,  and  in  order  to  relieye  one  of  the  Connecticut  party  who  had 
the  Day  before  been  Confined  in  a  guard  house  in  the  Garrison,  by 
PattflfS^n  and  bis  Officers  without  the  Colour  of  Law,  when  the 
aitaok  was  made  tbey  told  the  Pe<^le  in  the  Garrison  next  time  to 
noake  a  false  alarm  and  then  to  lay  it  to  the  Tankees — haying 
Preyious  to  the  attack  made  a  Demand  oi  the  Prisoners  as  well  as 
0f  a  number  of  Rifles  and  other  fire  arms  which  had  been  forcible 
t«ken  from  them  by  Pattenon  and  his  Party  and  still  Detain'd  or 
otherwise  a  sunender  of  the  Ghirrison, 

If  they  had  Bansaok'd  the  Regions  of  Darkness  and  Consulted  all 
tlie  Infernal  Powers  of  Hell,  they  could  not  framed  a  greater  false- 
hood than  the  laying  the  first  alarm  to  the  Connecticut  party;  bi»t 
jPatterscm  and  bis  associates  are  so  fastie  and  Prolific  in  the  lying 
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tmj  thfti  ftey  would  Decern  the  retj  Blect  if  it  were  PMiUd,  ani 
orertan  ttia  ffabrert  the  Fonndatioa  of  OoTermnentr 

We  do  most  solemnly  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Great  Jehonh, 
who  is  the  searcher  of  hearts,  saj,  that  the  Gonneoiioat  Futf  (n 
we  are  called,)  had  no  band  m  the  first  alarm  and  knew  nothing  of 
the  aflUr,  Directly  or  Indirectly,  and  that  we  stand  ready  to  pron 
^or  loMoenoy,  «ttd  show  to  the  Impartial  World  the  abosei,  ni 
Insnlts  we  have  received  from  Patterson  and  those  call'd  the  Peaa- 
«ylvani«B  Party,  the  Ivjnstioe,  Bapiney  Plunder  Mid  mnrdsr,  to- 
gether with  eveiy  spe^s  of  Cruelty,  &e. 

The  report  is  that  the  Oommissioners  said  their  missioii  infl 
to  find  out  the  objects  of  Charitf  j  and  then  make  t^m  LibenI 
Donations. 

It  is  Protection  and  the  Benefits  of  Law  we  hare  been  kng 
nskiiig  ibr.  The  RcKtoration  of  our  Property  and  our  just  Kghti) 
iB  what  we  haye  been  Pleading  for.  It  is  our  most  invahiable  Piv 
Tiledges  we  are  Contending  for,  and  not  for  Charitable  DoaatioM. 

Oar  Petitions^  Remonstrances,  and  addresses  have  been  BeMtid 
ko  yo«r  Hon'ble  Body,  and  the  House  of  Assembly,  untiJl  oar 
Patience  is  worn  out,  and  no  Relief  is  granted  us.  We  have  aak'i 
for  Justice  and  we  Declare  to  God  who  knows  our  hearts,  tbt 
Jvstice  is  all  we  wish  for.  Our  Prayers  and  Intreaties  tppeir 
finally  to  be  Rejected  and  ContemnM-— And  we  h«ve  Beason  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  good  Designed  for  us  from  this  State. 

Wishing  your  Hon'ble  Body  to  be  under  the  Ghiidaiiee  and  Bflae- 
dktion  of  Almighty  Qod,  we  say  Amen. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
BBENEZER  JOHNSON, 
PHINEHAS  PIERCE. 

Wyoming,  Oct.  5th,  1784. 

N.  B. — The  Remonstrance  which  was  Designed  for  the  Com 
missionersi  we  send  Inclosed. 


Dxposmoir  or  Capt.  Shokmakse,  &c.,  1T84. 

.  Brfore  mo,  John  Seely,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  i> 
ft  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  Henfy  ^noemiAer^ 
Esqr.,  and  being  duly  sworn  doth  Depose  &  say,  that  about  2  O^Ooek 
In  uie  Morning  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  Inst.,  came  to  the  house  wbere 
the  fort  was,  a  Number  of  Peojrfe  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Oo&* 
kiectieut  Claimants,  k  vhbi  giving  a  Number  of  Indian  Tells,  they, 
the  s'd  Enemyes,  began  a  Very  hearrf  fire  on  tiie  house  with  Biw 
and  Musquetiy.  (the  Deponent  &  the  Other  Gontlemen  were  m  bed) 
Mr.  Samuel  Read,  as  he  was  Rising  in  his  bed,  Reo^ved  a  Mortil 
wound  through  the  Back  k  in  the  guts.  Mr.  Andrew  HendersoO) 
fetriTing  to  gain  another  bouse,  was  wounded  in  five  DiAfent  phua^ 
one  of  which  is  in  the  Breast^  snppos'd  to  be  Mortal.    The  finemji 
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Dniittg  aba  flte,  nada  S6?«nl  sttetni^  toibe  ^  DmIIiflg  hbitt^  & 
bam  «p  (mliyo)  all  that  was  in  it ;  they  CoDtiaufid  firing  aboat  iwo 
hmmBf  Bfoke  open  the  Pnbliok  Store  honae,  oarried  off  some  Arma 
and  a  Quantity  of  Ammonition ;  further  the  Deponent  aaith  neii 

HENRT  BHOEMAKER. 

Sworn  &  Buhscribed  before  me  at  Wyoming,  28th  Septr.,  1784. 

JN'O  9EBLY. 


At  Same  Time  appeared  Alex'r  Patterson;  and  Bfing  Duly  Sw^m 
Declares  that  the  Within  Deposition  is  Jnst  and  Tme. 

ALEX'R  PATTERSON. 
Sworn  before  me. 

JNO.  SEELT. 


At  the  Same  time  appeared  Dootor  Francis  Smith,  and  being  dnlj 
Sworn  declares  that  the  within  deposition  is  just  and  true. 

JNO-  8EBLY.  FRANCIS  SMITH* 


AI.XX.  Pattxrson  to  Col.  John  AbmstbqnGji  1784. 

Wyondng,  Sept'r  28th,  1784. 
Pit, 

Eleren  hours  after  you  Left  this  phice  We  were  Surrounded  Ij 
the  Connecticut  Band.  They  kept  up  a  hot  and  Incessant  fire  fot 
the  Space  of  Two  hours }  you  know  that  our  House  is  not  proof  against 
Shot ;  poor  Liettts  Reed  &{HeDder8on  are  boath  Mortal^  Wounded. 
Hr.  Reed  is  Shot  from  the  Back  and  into  the  Guts ;  Henderson  is 
Shot  in  five  places,  one  of  which  is  in  his  Breast ;  that  is  the  Dan- 
gerous one.  Capt.  Shoemaker  and  Henderson  attempted  to  gah| 
&e  Blockhouse ;  poor  Henderson  fell  at  the  Door ;  Capt.  Shoemdter 
Gained  the  Blocknouse  to  whose  Exertions  we  owe  our  Lives  who 
iremain.  The  Enemy  put  a  burning  Toarch  to  our  Housci  which 
Btruck  me  with  the  utmost  Horror.  I  stript  myself  naked  and  wdbt 
<mt  at  the  window  and  Pushed  the  fire  off  with  my  Gun.  Soon  after. 
Oapt.  Shoemaker^  as  we  Suppose,  Killed  or  Mortally  wounded  one  of 
the  Villtans }  we  heard  his  Groans.  This  momine  Discovered  Much 
Blood  and  found  his  Rifle. — From  the  Time  vou  left  us  we  had  only 
3^e  to  remove  the  Arms  and  ammunition  into'  Shrawder's  Room| 
where  they  are  safe.  The  Justices,  with  myself,  purpose  calling  in 
the  Country  and  will  Endeavor  to  Make  a  stand  nntilt  we  hear  from) 
Ckivemment,  which  I  nray  God  may  be  soon. 

There  is  no  Doubt  nut  that  Johnson^  FrankKn  ^nd  Peroe  wore 
among  the  Murderers. 
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Oh  I  fi)r  PittT^snka  stimiikie  Gevehyneiit  to  Onoii  mlmaliaia 
and  Effectual  relief;  it  is  not  Possible  to  Describe  mj  Mortiiicatioii 
for  my  Two  Brave,  Oentlemanlj  Bosom  Mends.  I  have  no  msn 
Time.    AdieiL 

I  am;  Sir,  with  Mnch  Esteem, 

Your  Host  Obedt.  Serv't, 

ALEX'R  PATTERSON. 
The  Inclosed  Depositions  70a  will  herewith  reoeiye. 
IHrected, 
Lient.  Colonel  John  Armstrong,  Philadelphia. 


GOMMISSIONEBS    TO   PEES.  DICKINSON,  1784. 

Philad'a,  1st  October,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  be^  leave  to  take  up  the  report  of  onr  proceedings  nnder  tbd 
late  appointment  of  Council,  where  our  letter  of  the  25th  left  it. 

The  disposition  to  violence  discovered  by  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants, while  it  gives  us  room  to  apprehend  an  immediate  outrage  of 
the  public  peace,  could  not  entirely  suspend  our  endeavors  to  execute 
the  intentions  of  Oovemment;  &  tho'  we  regretted  that  want  of 
confidence  which  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  supposed,  &  whicli, 
at  first  view,  we  considered  as  inseperable  from  the  service  we  were 
instructed  to  perform, — ^yet  we  could  not  feel  ourselves  justified 
in  omittinff  anything  which  but  tended  to  remove  such  ill-fonnded 
prejudice  S  reconcile  the  minds  of  this  deluded  people  to  the  admis- 
sion of  a  service  so  evidently  calculated  to  promote  their  ezolnsiTe 
interest  To  effect  this  desirable  purpose,  the  first  step  whieh 
presented  itself  to  us  as  necessary  or  proper,  was  the  promdgatios 
of  the  objects  for  which  we  came — ^this  was  made  in  a  manner  which 
of  all  others  we  flattered  ourselves  would  most  contribute  to  a  cheer- 
ful reception  of  it :  It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  their  veiy 
confidential  men,  who  engaged  to  second  it  with  all  his  professionil 

as  well  as  personal  influence— This  was  the  Reverend — 

Johnston. 

With  these  dispositions,  and  in  this  manner,  did  we  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  our  trust,  when  a  very  serious  interruption  waa 

given  to  our  farther  proceedings.  About  12  O'Clock  at  night,  on 
unday  the  26th  Instant,  a  party  of  the  Connecticut  ClaunantSy 
whose  number  is  yet  undetermined,  attempted  to  break  open  the 
store-house  in  which  the  public  &  other  Arms  were  deposited.  It 
is  probable  that  their  Original  design  upon  this  occasion  went  no 
farther,  and  that  if  they  luid  been  able  to  succceed  in  the  robbeiyi 
no  other  excess  would  hive  immediately  followed, — ^but  having  been 
early  discovered  from  a  neighbouring  house  (the  Quarters  of  Cd 


tofiMd  their  ftnnB  thither  ft  ezohatnge^  BQtwal  shot  wtth  thlic  Qtnf 
tiemat  ft^-thi^  (>r  Ibttr  ethdrii  i^w^^  iHth  Mm.  Betiifug,  bo^- 
^er,  ftcrm  fhls  res^tanee,  ihey  csirned  their  stlack  tcy  the  hoiisd  df 
Mr.  Jolni'  HeDehaefa,  irfaere  the  rmntinhig  pati  of  (Jif  lodged,  ft  M^ 
disehfurgifig  fler^at  gtiii«  upon  it  (from  the  effecte  of  which  Me^Aewi 
Bojr4  ft'  OSUey  very  narrowly  eecap'd)  they  then  withdrew  into  th^ 
hnhei  ft  diflappeared.  We  now  saw  an  end  to  tmt  bturinen  witljr 
file  utmost  ragretyftthat  {twaaimpMpef  for  tw  to  remain  longer  Ini^ 
Oonntay  where  every  moment  threatened  nn  with  the  dangers  of 
aaaanination.  Under  the  influence  of  Ihia  C^pinioa,  we  oall^  apon 
the  Magistrates  ft  some  other  priiMsipal  Penaajriyania  Ohdmants,  ft 
left  with  them  a  |)Aper  of  acknowledgements  for  the  support  which 
they  had  in  every  instance  discovered  an  inclination  to  give  us— of 
adyiee, — to  keep  themselves  in  as  defensable  a  state  as  possible^  ft 
of  aBMurssiee-  that  as  we  believed  the  late  attack  upon  us  to  be  intto- 
dtioioijlo  fiuMihet  mischief,  we  would  exert  every  nerve  in  our  power 
to  bring  Oovemm^nt  into  some  decisive  measitres  for  their  relief. 
tJnder  these  assurances  we  left  th«m  about  8  (VCloek,  on  Monday 
the^27th  Instant.  The  events  which  hsf^e  since  happened,  ft  wfaiek' 
have  been  brought  forward  bv  Express,  are  truly  lamentable,  ft  serv^ 
to  confirm  the  opinions  we  have  already  ezpress'd  of  the  intended 
violence  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  ft  the  distress  ft  finiS^n^j^ 
which  we  are  afraid  the  better  subjects  of  the  State  are  fated  to  lyi- 
dergo.  Captain  Patterson's  letter  of  the  28th  ft  the  deposition  c^ 
Capt.  Shoemaker  of  the  same  date,  are  submitted  as  a  part  of  thiJiT 
report. 

We  beg  leave  to  close  this  representation  by  offering  to  Council 
the  result  of  our  enquiries  into  the  character  of  the  people  called 
Connecticut  Claimants.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  appear  to 
be  a  Banditti,  wbo^  having  Hdi  from  the  O^ratipn  of  other  Jaws, 
are  very  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  restraint  of  ours,  ft  who  are 
without  any  well-founded  pretensions  to  either  property  or  reputation 
We  arejSir,  with  all  possible  respect, 
lour  Excellency's  ft  CoiinciFs 

Most  Obe^nt  hum.  servants^ 
JNO.  BOYD, 

JOHN  ARMSf  ftOm,  jtm., 
JAMES  RfiAI>, 
J.  OKBLt. 

.  His  Sxoellenqr  PreucifiBt  Diokinson^ 


No.  2. 
Gin'z.  J.  Abmstaomo  to  Jobn  SttLT;  1784. 

Sir,  .        ^ 

I  have  no  othev  objection  in  wishing  you  to  come  to  an  interview 
irith  John  Franklin,  but  that*  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of 

29* 
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)g»rpi|>gfroin  tiniadf  why  tw>iaM>y  of  t|iyCtoppeetiei>tohiia>Bi»hw» 
thus  waatonlj  xmi  into  aa  armed  oppoaition  to  the  kwa  of  the  ttatet 
Whj  di^y  haire  cqmmiUed  so  mm  daprBdatio^B  npon  th«  peioe- 
^le  and  ttQoffandiitft ;  &  whether  they  yet  continue  eyen  to  profetf 
1^1  allegianoe  to  this  Commonweidth  ?  If  to  the  hist  qa09tifii  hi 
fhoold  answer  in  the  ai&rmative,  you  will  then  explain  what  that 
aUegiance  jeauirea,  and  what  it  forbida  ?  The  necesaity  there  k  fof 
inimediately  faying  down  hia  arms  and  anhmitting  himself  and  hia 
^llowera  to  the  opei^ition  of  justice  and  the  penalty  ahoaU  ha 
Beglect  or  refuse  to  comply. 
I  am,  Sir,  ycmr 

moat  obdH  pervt.^ 

J.  AEMSTRONG, 
jun'r  Secy 
Ihaw  from  him  an  aoknowkg^ment  thai  he  has  aeon  the  proola* 
matipn,*  and  k^w^  the  penalty  in<mrred  by  abf&ttijag,  eomfcrtiDg 
aad  a4sociaJting  with  the  Culpraita  mentioned  therein. 
.  It  joay  be  well  enough  to  repeat  that  he  has  already  heard  vhit 
you  kfiow  to  have  been  the  intention  of  GoTernment  in  Ben4iug  ^ 
iietter.' 
«  Copy. 

October  — ,  1784. 
jHrecUdj 
John  Seely,  Esquire. 

No.  8. 
JoHH  Seelt  to  J.  Abmst&ono,  1784. 

Copy. 

Mr.  Seely  came  to  an  interview  with  John.Frankbn  and  reports: 
that  he  y«  said  Franklin  made  y"  following  answers  to  the  precedinj 
questions.  To  the  Ist  he  replied  «  for  his  own  safety."  To  the  2d 
he  made  pa  other  Enswer  but  that ''  it  was  against  his  indinatioD  f 
"  any  outrage  upon  person's  property  should  be  committed.''  And 
to  y*  last  he  answered  in  the  affirmative^ 

When  Mr.  Seely  asked  how  he  could  reconcile  to  these  profes- 
sions— his  carrying  arms  and  fitting  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
laws,  he  replied,  "  y*  his  own  defence  made  it  necessary."  Mr. 
Seely  then  declared  his  conduct  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  ft  pointed 
out  the  necesaty  of  their  immediately  dispersing,  to  y'  he  made  no 
other  reply  as  to  himself,  but  that  if  he  should,  he  was  appreheo- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  XIV.,  p.  22. 


9t!B of  tkMWv  9fl4)ag  V \oHat  wntU'Amt fhcwm i^'A^pBopt^nrnm 
^  ikmfd'tn  Ab  Jfirod^iMAm  for  mlwm  rtniDmr^mmt  q^ftr&Af*^  • 

9eA4  «  sM^  of  bole  to  tbe  dorehuneni  of  Oontiectfoat{^  %xA  tM 
8iiM«ebiM»tvi  jComy.  and  expeeled  mmcM  frdiir  tbiim. 

Tbd  ciWYeffsalloii  betwe^i  Mr/F]hiiikliA  and  mysrif  arii«nLteilr 
abov«  in  the  hand  wiAing  of  O^nerid  AmaMiig  iBaklittefalij^l 
^  J  0W)  r!E»iiieB»ber. 

Signed,  JOlfif  8B1LT. 


MSBBBA.  JOHNSTOV  AKD    BaLDWHT  VO    BBV^Alflir  LT7dB;   1T84.' 

Copy.  J 

Laciawany,  Oct.  8th,  1784.  ' 
Sir, 

W6  ui^derstaTid  that  yon  are  obstinate  and  treat  the  Tanl^es  very  flf;' 
therefore  this  is  to  warn  you  in  the  name  of  the  Connecticnt  Cittim-' 
itnt8  to  depart  and  leave  the*  house  of  Mr.  Richard  HoUsted,  in  12; 
hoars  in  peace  or  expect  trouble.  If  we  are  obliged  to  send  a  party* 
of  men  to  do  the  business  yon  must  abide  the  consequences. 

Signed,  EBENEZER  JOHNSTON.       '. 

WATERMAN  BALDWIN. 
Directed^ 
Mr.  Ben'j  Luce.  ' 


Lt.  Fbanois  Mttrrat  to  Bmoadibr  Gen.  Abmstroi^,  1784.. 

Bishop's  Tavern, 

October  10th,  1784.    9  O'Clock,  P.  M.  '  ' 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  nnder  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing 
you  that  I  have  in  the  first,  iastanoe  failed  in  being  able  to  furnish 
you  with  men  agreeable  to  my  orders  of  the  Ist  instant,  Received 
of  the  Supreme  Jlzeeutive  Council.  I  issued  orders  to  Col.  John 
Keller,  Commanding  the  1st  Battalion  of  Bucks  County  Militia,  to 
have  four  Companies  of  his  Battalion  paraded  at  Bishops  Tavern, 
Viz. :  Capt.  Skinners,  Frieces,  Bishops  and  Kechlines,  (they  beings 
the  companies  of  said  Battalion  nearest  to  said  Bishop))  at  oifie 
o'clock  this  morning  with  their  arms  accoutrement  and  ready  to 
march  from  said  place  on  a  tour  of  Duty,  intending  when  the  men 
ordered  here,  if  there  was  more  men  than  the  exigency  required  to 
take  as  many  more  out  of  the  classes  that  stood  next  for  duty  as  would 
answer  the  purpose  except  there  appeared  to  be  a  sufficient  number 
filing  to  turn  out  as  volunteers,  which  Latter  I  had  some  «xpecta- 


ttwof.  Bi|t  i»h«»  tb* odoifMii^i iintvM^  I fcmd  to telgttoiii ftr 
anj  mail  to  ttjhe  wa*  wiHnijg'tottni  outBitlMrin  Us  •WBctMnpny 
drtt  ftVoktiteery  ilnftwijr  maa  AatdM  so  wis  in  danger  of  Mag  IM 
Ibf  tl»  •Urns.  I  ihedgtffe  ofdaratothedifiereoloaplHBskfeM 
ueniioiied,  to-call  fottii  aand  mmd$  as  many  nett  as  I  theD  aaaiej 
#»theiii  one  of  the  Mtii  «iid  aixth  daaseo  of  their  oompsnies  tf 
anaimtttd  to  tbe  umiher  waited,  llie^  ^i^rtaSaa  ehe jed  ih#  oiden 
80  fkr  as  they  were  able,  called  for  the  peraons  by  MaM  but  m»  ftol 
able  to  fartd^  one  tnan. 

Finding  it  was  impossible  to  get  men  to-day  and  numboB  of 
them  complaining  that  the  time  was  too  short,  and  haying  some  rea^ 
S0tt  to  baberre  mk  s^nne  of  Aem  wqqM  tncn  anl  if  dknMda  litdi 
time  to  prepare,  I  gaye  a  further  order  to  the  captains  aforesaid 
to  haye  the  men  that  were  now  caUfed  tpon  paraded  on  Thursday  next, 
at  niQfr^e'ckiek  inr^he  monrinA  ready  to  march  on  a  Tour  of  Daty 
from  the  parade.  I  was  chiefly  induced  to  adopt  this  second  ordery 
as  I  knew  I  would  not  be  able  out  of  the  number  called  to  get  u 
many  men  at  an  Earlier  period  as  would  be  worth  a  marching,  and 
«8 1  found  I  would  be  niuler  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  Cdond 
for  a  snpply  of  men  from  the  other  four  com])anie8y  anv  further 
attempts  to  get  men  out  of  these  four  companies  alreaay  called, 
I  looked  upon  to  be  useless.  I  haye  now  issued  orders  to  Colonel 
Skeller,  directiD|  bim  to  draw  forth  the  sixth  class  out  of  the  I^ 
maining  companies  of  his  Battalion  and  haye  them  paraded  at  tlie 
same  time  and  place  that  I  haye  directed  the  others  before  vaeatioa- 
ed,  to  parade  ready  to  march  from  said  place  01^  a  Tour  of  dity* 
Yon  may  depend,  sir,  I  shall  use  eyery  exertion  in  my  power  to 
march  the  men  on  Thursday  next;  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  sorrj 
to  be  nnder  the  necessity  of  informing  you  from  what  I  haye  alieadj 
Bxperienced,  that  I  haye  but  small  expectation  of  effecting  it,  chiefly 
owing  to  wrong  ideas,  that  the  more  leading  part  of  the  people  have 
formed  of  the  expedition.  For  fiurther  particukrs,  I  refer  you  to 
the  Bearer,  Captain  Friece. 

I  am^  with  the  greatest 

ittspeot  and  Esteem  your 
obedientt  humble  Seryt., 

FKANCIS  MURRAT, 
L.  B.  C. 

PttbHa  Sortice. 
togadeer  Gen.  John  Armstrong. 


BIxMoaiAii  or  John  Tiblajuklih,  Slc,  to  Ass£mbi.t  or  Goir-» 

KBOTKJUT,  1784. 

To  the  fibnonrable  Qeneral  Assembly  now  siting  at  Kew  Hftyan* 

The  Memorial  of  John  Franklin,  Ebenewr  Johntt^n  Mid  Phineitf 
Pkne  aUof  Wyottikiif  in  bakJf  cf  themselre^  and  other  Inhaht- 
taiita,  Seitkn  and  Cktmeniof  th*. Lands  situate  on  the  Walera  of 
tbe  fiivet  Soaqnehanah  mtder  Oonfidenae  in  the  Title  of  the  8mp^ 
tf  GMdteetMnty— 'hnmUy  shevetk 

Thit  the  MemoriaJiats  before  the  commenoenient  of  the  late  War 
wudiaaed  ^the  aboriginee,  OwiieaB  and  Ohdmeis  of  the  atfbieeaid 
Tesritoiy  of  Goantrj  i£e  Lands  lying  and  beiag  in  ^e  fn^tf  tot: 
Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  and  sitnatB  npon  IAnb  Waters  eif  the* 
snidREver  S«0qnehanah  for  great  and  Tahiabte  oonaideratians  which 
pniehaaa  has  since  been  dnlj  eonfirmed  by  this  HonU.  Assembly.  ' 

That  by  the  Oonntenance,  and  approbation  of  this  State  yont* 
nieiaorialiata  (braving  every  danaer)  setiUed  theniselvea  upon  tbei 
Lands  afooesaid^  improved  and  ciutivated  the  same,  ereeted  Honees 
Milk,  and  other  necessary  BuiMings  for  their  aooommodatiftt  imd 
ConveBienoe^  and  were  incorporated  as  a  distinct  Gonnty  nnder  this 
Stato,  which  priviledgee,  they  enjoyed  for  several  years,  dnripg 
which  Time  their  numbers  incresaed  to  five  Thoosand  souls  aad  the 
Militia  to  Eleven  Hundred  men  eapable  of  bearing  Arms. 

That  in  the  begining  of  the  late  War  the  Memorialists  were  fblly 
in  the  Measures  oi  this,  and  the  other  States,  and  fuinished  nearly 
thiee  fnll  Companies  of  Men  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Staites. 

That  in  the  year  1778  their  Couotiry  was  invaded  bv  the  Savages, 
aided  bj  a  party  of  Tories  in  the  pay,  and  service  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  a  set  Battle  with  them  two  Hundred  and 
three  of  their  best  Wairriors  itH  in  the  Field  and  were  sacrificed  by 
an  exulting.  Foe,  their  CSouutry  plundered  their  Houses  burnt  and  the 
Country  laid  waste,  the  whole  of  the  Inhabitants  then  remaining 
obliged  to  fiee  for  safety  to  the  adjoining  settlements. 

That  soon  after  vour  Memorialists  at  their  only  Endeavours  and' 
expence,  reinstatea  themselves  in  the  aforesaid  Countvy  and  drove 
the  Savages  therefrom. 

That  for  about  the  space  of  four  years  after  your  MemoriaKets 
were  compelled  to  confine  themselves  within  narrow  Limito,  and 
were  constantly  rmdies  arms  for  their  safety,  and  defence,  during 
which  Time  little  more  oould  be  done  in  cultivating  the  Lands  than 
anftoient  to  sustain  themselves. 

.  That  many  itttacks  [were  made  upon  them  by  the  Savages  in 
which  a  large  proportion  of  their  Friends  and  neighbouTS  were  slain 
and  captivated.  That  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  male  Inhabitants 
capable  of  bearing  arms  at  the  Commencement  of  the  present  War 
linvn  fallen  by  Khe  Hands  of  the  Bnemy^  whoee  Widows  and  Father* 
less  Children  were  left  in  the  Country. 


That  after  the  Decree  at  Trentown  your  Memorialtsta  were  midt 
talbelieve  that  the  Jarisclietioi^  of  their  Country  was  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  applied  to  the  LegislatQre  of  said  State  for  the 
benefits  of  Civil  Government  nnder  .that  Jurisdiction,  and  fi>r  the 
obliteration  of  all  former  apposed  offences  together  with  a  Confir- 
matiea  of  the  Tille.td  their  Lands. 

Thai  the  Memorialists  have  from  TimetoTine  beenflattemdiridi 
MBuraiioeB  from  -the  Legislature,  aad  Iixecmtive  authority  of  Pera- 
lyLvania^  .that  their  Peraoas.aaad  propertns  should  be  eeeuedle 
them,  yet  officers  Civil  and  military  have  been  sent  among  ihmd 
tbA  meet  de^rate  Oharaeters;  That  they  fam  been*  oppressed  with 
t#«atioi0  suits  leommenoed  sgsinat  them  .by  the  cmosing  ChfflMts 
and  their  Creatures^  and  no  legil  Jiisliea  ever  has  beeii|  or  ooold  be 
QbtoiSbed  against  «iiy  of  their  oppressors. 

That  an  armed  Foroe  has  been  kept  up  in  die  Oeontary,  aad 
O^rrifioned  in  the  midst  of  their  Settlements^  w4o  Iukvo  ftom  Tine, 
tp  TimOiin  the  mM  wanton,  and  nnjustifiabie  manner,  abused,  im- 
pfisooed,  beat^  wounded,  and  Insulted  the  memorialists,  at  other 
Tiuies  have  rcAib^  the  Lihabiiants  of  their  property,  andontke 
14th  day  of  May  last  put  one  Alexander  Patterson  a  Justice  of 
Peace  and  one  Major  Moore  oommanding  the  Troops  statianed  at 
Wyoming  by  order  of  the  Legislature  of  Penasyhania,  by  artifioe 
£samed  the  Inhabitants,  and  then  OoHeeted  them  together,  meot 
Women,  and  Children  without  destinodon,  and  drove  uiem  oat  of 
the  Country  three  days  Journey  into  the  Wildemess,  destituta  of 
Previsions,  having  previously  denied  them  the  priviledge  of  coUeotiDff 
and  carrying  with  them  any  considerable  part  of  their  nersm 
property.  That  representations  were  immediately  made  to  the 
Sxeoutive  authority  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after  to 
the  Legislature  thereof,  and  no  BeUef  hath  been  given  to  them. 
.  That  soon  after,  your  memorialists  having  made  the  bestproviooa 
in  their  power  for  the  support  of  tilieir  Families,  returned  to  Wye* 
ming  with  design  to  secure  their  Gbain  then  nearly  ripened,  TUt 
the  said  Moore  and  Patterson  gave  orders  to  their  Party  to  Fire 
upon,  kill,  a^  destroy  your  memorialists  when  ever  they  oould  be 
founds  That  fivu  of  their  youth  have  been  Cruelly  'dain  by  them, 
others  taken,' and  imprisoned,  loaded  with  Shackeu  of  Iron,  Eleven 
of  wfaieh  ai«  sttU  in  the  Common  €k)al  at  Baston  In  the  Couuty  of 
Northampton,  and  are  to  be  tryed  this  Week  for  their  laves,  for 
nootber  lleason  than  defending  themselves  against  the  barbarous 
Condnet  of  their  avowed  and  implaeaMe '  Bnemies.  ' 

That  your  memorialists  have  been  seduced,  betrayed  and  miiied 
by'  the  spurious  pretenoes  held  out  to  them  as  from  Oovemnest, 
which  they  are  now  fully  asoertained  off. 

That  no  FaithfuUness,  Honor,  Justice,  or  ordinary  Civility  li 
expectable  by  them,  thoee  that  are  disposed  to  assist  us  bdng  ove^ 
awed  by  the  apparent  lafluenoe  of  our  adversaries  wiili  OovenoNUt 
are  afraid  to  grant  us  any  Relief. 


inmUy  ecmoeive^  the  Beosree  at  Treolim  was  Qnduly  obtafaMd  1^ 
IttpQaitioii,  asd  <»uglife  to  hj^  reviewed  and  reoonaideiid  bgr  iko 
Boaorable  Giiagiiws  IM  iKifovoded  and  wrcNAgi 
,  Xliat  jowr  vem^riikliatB  ar«  now  rodwoed  U)  alnmt  2>000  soala  (»otP 
^ritiifitanding  4he  usual  Increase  oxpeotabla  in  a  fnffw  Gqui  try)  the  |MniA 
Qipal  part  of  which  are  Wpmen^  and  Children  jmow  soattmd  in  tka 
WiKMk.with,  oply  Hutts  of  Bark  and  Thatch  to  cover  then  frua 
the  Inclemency  of  the  approaching  Winter,  and  their  Snetnya  til 
fall  poBieeeion  of  their  HooBfls,  Farma^  Crops  and  other  property  and 
they  starring  with  Hunger  and  Cold  and  l^ye  no  whereto  look-foik 
]|rotection  [but]  to  their  pareat  Statei  and  m%j  they  not  bo  permitted 
toaay  the  State  of  Conneetietti  .have  been  deprived  of  the  JvriiN 
diction  of  the  aforesaid  Country  in  so  injurious  a  maanet  and  yotir 
meinorialiats  so  maltreated,  that  their  BonoTi  Interest^  and  fntliTe: 
ipspeetability  as  a  sovereign  State,  >s  highly  cofteeraed;  and  denandi^ 
.  speedy  and  ample  eatis&ction.  » 

Wherefore,  we  humbly  pray  your  Honors  to  take  our  disbreseed' 
Gaae  into  your  wise,  and  benign  ConsideratioB  and  eactend  ta  us  your 
aid.  Countenance,  and  patronage  in  seeking  restitution  and  estab-- 
lishment  of  our  Just  Eights  wd  properties  against  our  adversaries/ 
who  have  exercised  towards  us  every  species  of  Fraud,  6edttelia&; 
and  Cruelty^  and  the  memorialists  aain  duty  bovlnd  will  ever  psay.- 

JOHN  PBANKLIN, 
BBENBZEB  JOHNSON, 
PHINEAS  PIERCB. 
A  true  Copy  as  on  file, 
Examind.  By  George  Wyllys  Seot'y- 
New  Haven.  Ootokr  20th,  1784. 


"RaBOJiWnov  or  Assembly  ov  Oouwotl  on  FoBSGoiNa  Msmo- 

RIAL,    1784. 

At  a  Generally  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  Ameriea; 
holden  at  New  Haven  in  said  State  on  the  second  Thursday,  of: 
October  Anno  Dom,  1784 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Franklin,  Ebenezer  Johnson  and' 
Pbineas  Pierce  all  osf  Wyoming  in  behalf  <^  themselves  and  otbera: 
Inhabitants,  Settlers  and  Claimers  of  a  large  tract  of  Gomitty 
situate  upon  the  Waters  of  the  Kiveir  Susquehanoab  withia  the 
Charter  Limits  of  this  State.  i 

Shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  by  the  Countenance,  and  appro* 
bation  of  tne  late  Colony  now  State  of  Connecticut  they  having  the! 
strongest  Reason  to  believe  the  Territory  aforesaid  was  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  said  State,  purchased  the  same  of  the  aborigines ; 
native  Proprietors  of  the  Country  aforesaid  for  a  great  and  valuable 


CM  PBNNStliVAMU  MMtrTSB  VtUi 


mmAdml&Mf  ant  oMahied  from  ihiitf  » t)Mdo#  iMfgilfl,  m^A  8U^ 
«ceeiif0dy  and  eoaplMMd  aooordln^  to  Hie  unnl  lAd  wtibliiliel 
OiBtoiBs  of  OMi^yanoe  osed  by  ttid  Nftth^  ^f  aH  tiie  Tawig 
ntoate  within  the  forty  woond  degree  ef  NorChem  Lstitade,  tnm 
Vea  miles  Beet^  of  1^  Baeterly  bfaaeb  of  said  BItor  iSiiijiuXMiiaA 
Wait  one  btrndTod  and  twenty  Milee,  and  thereby  aoqnired  «  nifll^ 
mmI  equitable  Title  te  said  Lande,  and  for  many  yeurs  hawe  been 
iseorporated,  and  in  the  fall  exerolfle  of  Oov^rtuoent  nnder  the 
Lawv  of  the  said  State  of  Oonneotieitt  vntill  the  publication  of  the 
Deeive  of  the  Govrt  of  Ooniiaissioiiers  held  at  Trenton  in  tiie  Month 
of  November  1782  when  the  State  of  Oonneelioat  was  nnexpeeteAy 
deprifod  of  their  Jnrisdiotioii  over  the  Territory  aforesaid.  Umi 
thevenpon  the  memorialists  by  their  bumble  petition  made  appU- 
ealkm  to  die  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  owned,  and  aAnowledged 
as  Oitiiens  of  that  State  to  have  the  Title  to  their  Honses,  Lands 
kc.y  eoB&rmed  to  them  and  to  enjoy  the  Proteotion  of  the  Laws  and 
Government  of  said  State ;  That  they  were  repeatedly  iatta«d  with 
Acpeetations  fkvoorable  and  benigt  but  are  at  last  totaly  disap> 
pouted  in  flimr  just  Ezpeotation  and  are  now  fully  oonvinoed  the 
i^iparent  fttvonrable  disposition  of  Oovemment  towards  them  has 
been  improved  by  their  opponents  to  the  contrary  Purposes,  and 
turned  whoQy  to  thehr  |disadvantage  whereby  they  have  been 
deprived  of  their  Houses,  Lands  and  other  property  even  thev 
necessary  Food,  that  they  have  been  twice  dtsarmed,  and  are  now 
driven  with  their  helpless  Families  into  the  Wilderness  in  this  Li- 
olement  season,  without  Oover,  Gloathing  or  Sustenance,  and  now 
address  themselves  to  the  Justice  and  humanity  of  this  State  im- 
ploring for  Heavens  sake  Their  Protection,  asmstance  and  aid  as 
pr  memorial  on  file. 

Resolved,  by  this  assembly  that  it  is  ezpedientfor  ibemeraorUisIs 
to  persue  their  application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  a 
tryalof  their  Right  of  soil  and  Possession  agreeable  to  the  9th  at 
the  articles  of  Confederation  and  that  this  Stete  will  OounteMMe 
and  patronise  them  in  such  apphcation,  and  tryal  in  order  to  obtain 
Ibr  them  that  Justice  this  State  apprehends  the  memorialists  are 
intitled  to^  and  the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  Coni^ress  are  di- 
rected to  give  them  all  necessary  assistance  in  the  premises  and  his 
Bzcellency  the  (Governor  is  requested  to  adress  the  Congress  of  the 
UwHed  States  on  the  subject  of  theu'  situation  and  suflferings  and 
also  address  a  full  state  of  their  Claims  Ac,  to  Ac  State  of  Fenn- 
sjrhmda  remonstrating  aflainst  tiie  Barbarities  and  Cruelties  exer- 
camd  lowards  the  memonaliste  send  requesting  a  Redress  of  their 
Orievanoes,  and  a  Restoration  of  their  Rights,  Properties  and  poses- 
sions  under  tbe  protecti<m  of  the  Laws  and  Government  or  mid 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  true  Copy  of  Reoord| 
Examd.  By  George  Wyllys,  Secy. 


tIBINBTLTAKIA  AKMWm  UBii  KS 

BaiOiBIXK  GSN.  AjIBiSXBOira  to    iNHABITAMXa  QV  Wtomino, 

1784. 

.  Whereas  the  8.  Execaiive  Cotincil  of  this  Commonwealth  have 
by  their  resolution  of  the  1st  day  of  October  lost^  directed  that  a 
body  of  Militia  be  immediately  called  into  service  and  moved  with 
the  utmost  expedition  to  the  townships  of  Shawana  and  Stoke,  in 
the  County  of  Northumberland,  for  thej)urpo8e  of  "  protecting  the 
''more  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  said  townships,  against  the 
''  violence  of  the  Banditti  now  infesting  those  settlements,  and  for 
"  the  better  support  of  the  civil  authority  there  :"  and  whereas,  by 
the  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  direction  of  these  troops  is 
committed  to  me ;  this  is  therefore  to  require  that  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  aforesaid  districts  well  affected  to  the  Government  of 
this  Commonwealth,  do  immediately  repair  to  this  place  &  by  so 
doing  give  evidence  of  their  allegeance  and  submission  to  the  laws  j 
that  they  also  renounce  all  connection  with  the  Culprits,  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Proclamation  annexed,  and  that  they 
not  only  deny  them  all  comfort  and  protection,  but  that  they  exert 
themselves  in  apprehending  and  bringing  to  justice  all  and  every 
of  the  above  mentioned  Culprits,  their  associates  and  abettors :  and 
whereas,  it  is  "  and  ever  has  been  the  object  of  government  to  extend 
mercy  as  well  as  to  render  justice  to  all  its  subjects;  this  is  also  to 
assure  such  as  may  have  been  deluded  into  a  hasty  and  mistaken 
opposition  to  its  laws,  and  who  under  the  influence  of  this  dclusioui 
have  left  their  places  of  usual  abode,  and  assembled  themselves  in 
arms  for  the  very  unlawful  purpose  of  defending  a  description  of 
men,  who  have  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  severest 
punishment ;  that  if  they  will  immediately  return  to  their  allegi- 
ance and  their  industry,  Every  possible  representation  in  theii^ 
favor  shall  be  made  to  government,  and  that  no  effort  in  my  power 
shall  be  wanting  to  procure  forgiveness.  Such  however,  as,  lost 
to  their  own  interest,  shall,  in  neglect  of  this  warning  continue  to 
give  their  support  to  the  inserffeants  and  oppose  in  arms  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  Laws,  and  those  wno  are  sent  hither  to  establish  &  pre- 
eerve  them,  must  look  for  that  punishment  only  which  it  is  ever  in 
the  power  of  the  State  to  inflict,  should  it  become  either  her  duty  or 
inclination. 

Signed,  J-  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,       . 

Brig.  Gen.* 

Indorsed, — ^1784,   October  20th.     Paper  signed  by  General 
Armstrong,  assembling  the  inhabitants  at  or  near  Wioming. 

*  He  sncoeeded  Genl  Wilkinson  as  ac^ntant  Gen'I  of  tbe  Militia  with  th« 
tacnk  of  Brig.  OeII^    Bee  CoL  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  217, 219,  k  220. 


Ml.       VEKseshrAMA  Ascama  itu. 

Bmo.  esN'Xi  AxumnMQ  vc^  Pus.  DKauRioiry  1784 

Wyoming,  25di  Ootober,  1784L 
Sir, 

Tne  enclosed  Letter  from  L'Col.  Murray*  will  inform  your  Ezeeltr 
and  Conncil  of  the  very  shamefal  delinquency  of  the  Books  Gonnty 
Mili6a.  Those  of  Berks,  tho'  more  obedient,  were  late  in  oominc^ 
and  brought  it  down  to  the  14th  Inst.,  before  I  could  take  a  nngk 
step  from  the  place  of  rendezYous.  I  then  found  myself  at  the  head 
only  of  forty  men ;  with  these  however,  I  got  into  march,  and 
arrived  at  this  place  on  Sunday  following,  without  any  other  injmj 
<nr  interruption  than  such  as  arose  from  the  difficulty  of  the  route 
by  which  we  mov*d, 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  state  some  of  the  circumstances  which 
followed  the  assault  of  the  28th  of  September, — the  situation  in 
which  I  found  the  country ;  and  the  more  important  fiicta  which 
liave  sinoe  happened. 

The  first  event  'was  immediately  snooeeded  by  the  ezpulmon  of 
such  of  the  Pa.  Claimants  as  were  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river ;  some  of  whom  quitting  the  country  entirely  fell  down  the 
river  as  low  as  Gheckshmg,  whither  they  have  been  since  pursued 
Und  stript  of  the  little  which  in  the  first  instance  they  were  per- 
mitted to  carry  with  them.  The  others  found  a  more  secure  rerago 
in  the  remains  of  what  was  the  Fort  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  a  circular 
letter  with  which  the  Pa.  Claimants  were  respectively  served  about 
this  time. 

During  these  transactions  the  Manstrates,  (Messrs.  Seely,  Head, 
$nd  Shoemaker)  were  not  idle  and  did  every  [thing]  in  their  power 
to  call  forth  a  spirit  of  exertion  among  the  neighbouring  people,  but 
such  was  their  distrust  of  themselves  and  each  other,  that  few  if 
any  could  be  assembled, — ^they  wrote  also  to  the  laeut.  of  the  county, 
entreating  the  immediate  interposition  of  such  armed  force,  as  he 
could  afford  them ;  but  Volunteers  could  not  be  found,  and  in  the 
present  unorganized  state  of  the  Militia^  no  order  of  his  could  reach 
them. 

Witnesses  of  this  immediate  inefficiency  of  Oovemment,  and  be- 
coming stronger  in  the  assurance  of  a  srowing  superiority ;  The 
Insurgeants  began  now  to  extend  their  outrages  to  this  nde 
of  the  river,  and  obliged  the  greater  part  of  its  inhabitants  to  such 
a  division  of  the  grain  as  gratified  at  once  their  Itcentionsnen  and 
thdr  wants }  what  the  latter  spared  the  former  in  many  instances 
destroyed  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  upon  my  arrival  but  insoknce 
and  rapacity  :  wretchedness  and  submission. 

Small  as  my  par^  was,  it  produced  a  temporary  chuige  in  the 
conduct  of  both.  The  insurgeants  were  obliged  to  circomaeriba 
their  limits  and  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  enabled  to  gather  iA 

*  See  page  679. 


MUM  part  €f  tliefr  scaUend  b«rrefll.  It  is  howerrer,  to  be  remteed 
fthait  its  inflaenoe  vpoA  both  has  been  less  permsnent  than  1  ooold 
niah,  fer  the  moment  that  my  force  was  fo^nd  to  be  xmequal  to 
ofiin^ye  operaticms,  that  moment  I  waa  attacked  bj  the  one,  and  tn 
a  great  degree  deserted  by  the  other.  In  a  little  renconnter  which 
took  plftee  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  which  was  brooght  on  by  an 
attempt  to  co^er  the  labors  of  some  poor  people,  who  had  been  mnch 
.ftnd  early  distressed  in  this  late  disturbance.  The  insnrgeants  sus- 
tained seme  loss,  and  were  driven  into  a  cluster  of  Log  Houses, 
which  my  leading  platoon,  ^mistaking  their  orders,)  attempted  to 
storm,  but  with  out  effect.  In  this  hfbir  I  had  two  men  slightly 
wemnded.  I  need  scarcely  obserre  to  your  Excellency,  that  four 
logg  hoBses,  so  constructed  as  to  flank  each  other  become  a  very 
formidable  poeft,  and  set  all  attempts  of  near  musquetry  at  defiance. 
I  had  no  cannon,  and  the  only  alltematiye  left  me  a  close  invest- 
ment, became  impracticable  from  a  want  of  numbers.  I  was  obliged 
therefore  to  relinquish  the  possition  I  had  taken,  and  with  it,  the 
hapny  prospect  of  exterminating  this  Banditti  at  once.  Their 
whole  force  was  stated  at  this  point  of  time  at  70  men.  Among  my 
informers  on  this  subject  is  Mathew  Terrel,  whose  deposition  (No. 
8)  is  enclos'd,  &  who  with  some  others  oi  a  more  timid  or  peaceable 
disposition  have  come  and  thrown  themselves  upon  me  for  pro^ 
tection.  This  I  have  extended  to  all  such  without  exception, 
iaiid  have  only  to  regret  that  there  are  so  few  of  them.  This  how- 
ever cannot  be  either  new  or  surprizing  to  Your  Excellency,  after 
the  frequent  evidence  which  the  peopk  called  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants have  given  of  intended  violence,  &  can  only  beget  a  farther 
assurance  in  government^  that  they  have  Ions  since,  ceased  to 
deserve  any  thing  of  it,  but  its  resentment.  Whatever  reluctancj 
I  may  feel  in  be^minff  the  minister  o£  these,  I  cannot  but  offer  it 
as  my  most  serious  opinion  that  they  should  be  soon  &  vigorously 
exerted.  The  detachment  now  here,  compleated  to  Its  ori^nal 
nnmbnr  with  100  additional  troops  would  be  very  sufficient  for  this 
purpose ;  a  less  number  would  be  much  exposed  to  disaster  if  not 
to  defeat. 

I  am  with  the  highest 

respect,  your  Excellency's 

and  Council's  most 
obdt.  Hble.  Servt., 
JOHN  ARMSTKONG,  jun'r. 
Directed, 

His  Exc'yi  Presideftt  Dickinson. 


Deposition. 

BefoTO  me  John  Seely,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  in 
and  for  the  oomty  of  Northumberland,  came  Maihew  Tgrrdl^  who 
teing  daly  sworOi  detk  depose  and  say  that  in  the  afternoon  of 
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BiiDday,  tli«  16th  iiwtMit,  being  at  Ike  honM  of  die  Widow  Ebrris,  m 
company  with  Elisha  Duke  and  John  Kenedy,  thete  came  np  Phineae 
Stevens  and  Oideon  Choroh,  who  enqoired  whether  he  the  deponent 
and  those  with  him  had  heard  of  the  arriTaL  of  the  Militia;  aaking 
also,  whether  they  intended  to  join  them,  ft  aweaiing  that  aH  sock 
as  did  not^  should  be  burnt  out ;  and  that  they  would  hold  the 
country  or  loose  their  lives;  that  under  these  threatnings,  the 
deponent  joined  them  on  the  morning  following,  where  he  fovnd 
them  collected  at  one  Brookaways  to  the  number  of  forty.  At 
one  Galors  the  deponent  understood  that  th^re  was  anothor  party  of 
them,  k  that  the  above  seemed  to  be  their  general  language  &  temper. 
He  further  says,  that  he  remained  with  them  till  Tuesday  morning, 
when  feigning  sickness,  he  left  them.  Their  leaders  were  John 
Franklin^  Elisha  Satterlee  and  Phen*  Stevens. 

MATHEW  TERREL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  October,  1784. 

JOHN  SEELT. 

Oct.  25, 1784. 

Bbio.  Gsn.  John  Abmbtboho  to  Pbbs.  Diokinbon,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  Capt.  Armstrong 
for  a  relation  of  some  facts  which  have  taken  place  here  to^lay. 
They  seem  to  be  a  consequence  of  a  reinforcement  brought  down  the 
river  by  Swift.  The  treatment  of  the  Lackawany  people  has  been 
excessively  Cruel.  Since  my  packet  of  yesterday  was  made  up,  I 
have  heard  that  there  are  a  few  men  upon  their  march  from  Bucks. 
Should  they  join  me  my  whole  Number  will  not  exceed  50 ;  &  to 
suppose  that  half  of  these  are  to  be  depended  upon  in  a  moment  of 
trial,  would  be  a  great  stretch  of  Credulity. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  serv't 

J,  ARMSTRONG. 

Wyoming,  26  Octb.,  1784. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Presid't  Dickinson. 


Deposition  of  Abigail  Jamxson,  1784. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  October,  anno  domini  one  thonand 
seven  hundred  &  eighty-four,  before  me,  George  Bryan,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Enstoa,  in  the  <}o«n(^  of  North- 
ampton, personally  came  Abigail  Jamamnj  of  tbe  TowDsfaip  of 
^tojce,  in  the  County  of  Norihttinberla4B49  WidoWi  wIm)  being  duly 
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I  OB  tbe  bdy  Gospels,  deposeth  ft  ntiA,  that  on  tbe  ttiiiecnth* 
day  of  May  last  past,  this  deponent  was  turned  out  of  her  honse  in^ 
Stoke  aforesaid^  &  driven  thence  to  New  Jersey  by  divers  pe^spps 
armed  with  Onns  ft  other  Weapons ;  that  in  the  month  of  Jnne  last 
Uiis  deponent  retamed  again  to  her  dwelling  honse  in  Stoke  aforesaid, 
ft  there  found  Agnes  Jamaison,  mother-in-law  of  this  deponent^  inhab- 
iting the  said  honse ;  that  this  deponent  continued  at  Stoke  afore- 
said, ft  together  with  said  Agnes  lired  ft  dwelt  in  said  house ;  diat 
im  the  month  of  Angnst  last  this  deponent  went  to  New  Jersey,  ft 
after  some  stay  there  wiMi  her  children,  returned  towards  Stoke 
aforesaid,   last  Sunday  week,  having  with   her    this  deponent's 
daughter  Hannah,  of  the  a^e  of  two  years  or  thereabouts,  ft  passing 
by  Bear  Creek,  twenty  miles  on  this  side  of  Stoke  aforesaid,  this 
deponent  was  stopped  by  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquire,  who  said  that' 
this  deponent  could  not  get  through,  and  that  Jacob  Cline  led  this 
deponent  two  miles  back  towards  Colonel  Stroud's ;  that  after  nighty 
this  deponent  being  left  alone,  proceeded  again  towards  her  house 
alofresaid  at  Stoke,  ft  arrived  there  safely ;  that  this  deponent  upon 
retnming  to  her  habitation  at  Stoke  as  aforesaid,  found  her  Mother- 
in-law  possessed  of  her  house  therej  ft  that  this  deponent  took  pos- 
session of  sftid  house  ft  dwelled  there  in  peace,  untill  Wednesday  the 
twentioth  day  of  this  present  month  of  October,  when  going  towards 
the  fort  to  oarry  food  for  Robert  Jamaison,  then  prisoner  there,  this 
deponent  was  stopped  by  Alexander  Patterson,  Esquire,  ft  taken 
back  to  her  own  house,  being  five  miles  distant ;  that  on  the  wav 
the  said  Patterson  ft  his  men  stopped  at  the  Widdow  Abigail  Holh- 
wood's  ft  turned  her  out  of  possession  of  her  dwelling.     That  about 
an  hour  after,  the  said  Alexander  Patterson  &  his  party,  about  ten  in 
all,  came  near  to  this  deponent's  dwelling,  Patterson  stopping  at  about 
twenty  rods  therefrom  ,*  that  about  ten  men  came  up  to  this  deponent's 
honse  ft  forcibly  turned  this  deponent,  the  said  Agnes  Jamaison, 
Sosanna  Jamaison,  ft  the  said  Hannah  Jamaison  out  of  the  same,  ft 
threw  out  at  the  same  time  this  deponent's  household  &  otber  goods ; 
ihat  one  of  the  men  who  thus  ousted  this  deponent  as  aforesaid,  shut 
the  doors  ft  nailed  them  up ;  that  the  said  Alexander  Patterson, 
who  acted  as  the  director  of  the  said  party  of  men  coming  to  the 
0Bid  Honse,  threatened  this  deponent  that  her  said  house  would  be 
demolished  over  her  head  in  case  she  went  into  it  &  lived  there 
again,  ft  ordered  this  deponent  to  look  for  other  quarters ;  that  the 
0Bid  Agnes  Jamaison  was  at  the  time,  when  the  said,  forcible  dis- 
poflsession  was  made,  very  sick  ft  a-bed,  ft  by  the  terror  of  the 
Colons  proceedings  aforesaid,  was  driven  into  an  hysteric  fit,  ft  that 
tbe  0bid  Agnes,  in  this  distressed  condition,  was  carried  out  of  the 
0add  bouse,  ft  placed  in  the  dwelling  honse  of  John  Cressy,  whose 
abode  was  near  to  this  deponent's ;  that  this  deponent  the  next  day 
after  the  depoeitton  aforesaid,  complained  thereof  to  General  Arm* 
strong,  who  denied  that  the  same  had  been  done  by  bis  orders^  or 
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flat  bis  men  bad  done  it^  bot  did  not  inittfos  or  do  wyMBg  to 
reUeTe  tUi  deponent. 

AHiaAIL  JAMB80N. 
Xakea  &  swom  betee 

OEOROB  BRTAN. 

Abig^l  Jatneson  bound  in  £50  to  gire  Evid'oe. 
Alex'r  Patterson,  in    .    .    £250)     Tent^  [f]  that  A.  P.  kiep 
Wm.  Smltb,  Jan.,  Eatp.,       125  V  the  peaoe  k  behave  4  9fim 
James  MooTBi  Eaqr.,   .    .       125  J  nest  Ojeri  fto. 


FrrinoN  of  P&isonsbs  at  J&abhos,  1784 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  BxeoniaTe  Council  of  the  Common- 
monwealth  of  the  Btate  of  PennsylTania. 

Gentlemen : 

Suffer  U8y  your  bumble  Petitioners,  to  lay  before  your  HoaonUA 
BoAy  our  diatress'd  Situation ;  on  the  acoount  of  our  GonfiaeBCBk, 
in  this  sultry  Season  of  the  Tear,  about  thirty  of  w,  oonin'd  ia  MM 
small  Rooms,  in  Irons,  and  nothing  to  live  upon  but  one  poond  « 
Bread  a  Day,  which  has  impaired  our  health  to  that  degree,  that  we 
are  able  just  to  walk  our  Room  at  present,  but  one  week  uiore  vA 
cruel  Treatment  will  most  certainly  reduce  us  to  the  shades  ef  IM^ 
and  land  us  in  the  world  of  Spirits  :  This,  Gentlemen,  is  no  CbioflA 
but  God's  Truth ;  for  our  animal  Spirits,  together  with  ear  fleA, 
are  almost  exhausted  by  the  Severities  which  we  undergo  in  oar 
Imprisonment,  and  no  one  to  administer  any  Oonsolation  to  as-  ^ 
we  have  done  any  thing  worthy  of  Bonds,  Imprisonment  or  Bettb, 
we  refuse  neither ;  but  to  be  confined  here  in  this  dismal  plueud  sot 
suffered  to  have  the  fresh  air,  which  God  has  made  free  for  all  bis  0^ 
tion  I  and  not  only  deprived  of  this  great  and  inconoeiTaUe  Uesflog^ 
but  denied  the  necessaries  of  life,  as  tho'  it  was  the  detormiosM 
of  those  who  put  us  here,  to  destroy  us  by  a  ling^ng  Beath,iM 
make  that  as  gashly  and  formidable  as  possible;  we  cannot  pew^T 
think  but  that  we  nave  stood  up  for  the  Honor  and  Pigoity  ef  tliii 
State  in  what  we  have  done^  and  that  the  Aligation  laid  to  otf 
Chaige  originated  in  malice  and  revenge;  and  we  are  not  aknein 
our  Judgment ;  therefore  we,  your  humble  and  ingured  PetitioiMnr 
would  most  humbly  prajr  that  your  honorable  Body  would  eiert 
yourselves  to  do  us  Justioe,  ana  consequently  emanoifiate  as  fi^ 
this  intolerable  and,  as  we  think,  unjust  Confinement,  or  we  m«^ 
soon  be  beyond  your  help  or  any  finite  Bcdngs ;  and  if  your  fi<*' 
orable  Body  can  see  fit  in  your  wisdom  and  Ooodness  lo  yaatov 
humble  prayer,  we  wiU^  as  in  Duty  bound,  erver  pray,  Ao. 
William  Slocum|  Matfa'l  Oook, 

Joseph  Coreyi  Benyninn  Jenkin, 

Gideon  Ghuroh|  Wiliiaam  Jenkins, 


I 
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Abnham  Pykc^  Walter  Spenoer, 

Lord  Butleri  John  Gore, 

Jobo  Hurlbat,  Jonathan  Burwelli 

Daniel  SuUivani  Jeremiah  White^ 

William  Jackson,  Prinoe  Allen, 

Biohard  Hallated,  Thomas  Stoddard| 

Edward  Inman,  Elis.  Gaharda, 

Thomas  Heath,  Justis  Gaylordi 

Matbaniel  Walker,  John  Platner, 

Thomas  Read,  Abram  Nesbitt 
Elisha  Hardingi 


Deposition^— -JossPH  Kino,  1784. 

Before  me  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justicee  of  the  paaee  ia 
and  for  the  Gountj  of  Northnmberland  eame  JoiOfh  King^  k  betne 
Dnly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  Wednesday  the  third. 
Instant,  being  at  his  Labonr  in  Shawina  Township  with  fonr  others 
Thrashing  Buckwheat,  they  were  surrounded  by  a  Number  of 
Armed  men  and  made  prisoners,  ^Benjamin  Badkck  &  Elisha  Sat- 
terly  commanded  the  party  of  RoDbers,)  they  marched  the  said  de- 
ponent with  the  others  up  to  their  place  of  Rendeyons  ft  on  the  road 
abused  t&e  said  deponent  yerry  much  by  jabbing  their  guns  in  his 
sides,  when  they  arriyed  near  their  quarters,  they  tied  a  Rope 
Bound  the  Deponents  neck  and  beat  &  abused  the  said  Deponents 
without  Mercy.  John  Franklin  commander  of  s'd  Body  of  RobberSi 
made  the  Deponent  promise  to  Quit  the  country  and  neyer  lift 
arms  again,  wnich  if  he  did  and  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  him 
they  would  take  his  life^  and  upon  those  promises  they  let  him  gO| 
the  Deponent  says  that  he  is  not  yet  able  to  lift  a  pail  of  Water  on 
Account  of  the  [Bruises  he  reeeiyed  of  the  said  RobbeiS;  farther  the 
deponant  sayeth  not. 

his 

JOSEPH  X  KING, 
marie . 
Swem  ft  subscribed  before  me, ' 
Noyember  5th  1784. 

Jn*  Skelt. 


me,  I 

^-    3 


6t»  PlirNSlLYAKLL  ABOBira  1784. 

Pres.  Dickinson  to  Speaker  of  Assembly. 

I  am  desired  by  Connoil,  to  send  the  inclosed  Dispatches  to  ^(m, 
requesting  that  they  may  be.  communicated  to  the  General  Asaeia- 
bly. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Noy'r  8lh  1784. 
Direciedj 

To  the  Honorable  The  speaker. 
Jndortedf 

Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President,  inclosing  diyen  papers 
ftc.,  relating  to  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming 

Read  1  time  Noy'r  8,  1784,  &  on  motion  &c.;  read  2  time  pre- 
ferred to  Mr.  Moor,  Mr.  Kuhl  &  Harris.  . 


John  Sebly  to  Gen'l  Armstrong,  1784. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  the  three  persons  mentioned  to 
you,  this  day  at  11  o'clock  I  rec'd  their  ans'r  they  hare  agreed  that 
upon  sufficient  assurances  from  under  your  hand  &  seal  that  all 
processes  for  their  former  transactions  being  stopt,  and  that  the; 
may  have  free  Liberty  of  passing  through  the  country  unmolested, 
they  will  lay  down  their  arms  and  never  take  them  up  again  in  op- 
position to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  they  Likewise  say  they  most 
nave  one  hundred  Guineas  to  purchase  themselves  cloaths,  &a 

Your  Proposition  of  an  act  of  Oovernment  to  stop  all  suits  ag^^ 
them,  I  have  promised  should  be  done.  The  Guineas  1  have  not  yet 
engaged  them,  but  think  it  will  save  great  Ezpenoe  to  the  state  to 
let  tbsm  have  them. 

Also  agreed  that  all  Hostilities  shall  cease  &  no  more  Distreasa 
made  on  uie  Inhabitants  untill  they  have  a  meeting  with  you^  which 
they  request  may  be  as  soon  as  possible,  and  aesire  tho  same  maybe 
*kept  a  profound  secret  from  both  parties,  which  if  known  maj  ooc»* 
sion  them  to  take  up  arms  again,  I  mean  untill  the  matter  is  pto- 
perly  settled  between  you  &  them,  they  also  say  they  will  oocatioB 
the  whole  party  to  Disperse. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  Ob't 

Humble  Senr'l, 

JNO.  SBKIT. 

Wyoming,  Monday  Nov.  8th,  1784. 
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Bbfositiok^— Nathan  Gabt^  1784. 
Nortli'd  ) 

Co.,  M.     ) 

Personallj  appeared  before  me  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  s'd  Co.,  Nathan  Oary,  who  being  dnlj  sworn  doth  depose 
h  say  that  about  the  20th  Oot'r  last,  be  this  Depo't  was  in  the  house 
of  Christopher  Holebut  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  Jacob  Wood- 
cock it  Cornelius  Bishop,  and  was  taken  down  to  Mr.  Jemison's 
where  Akx'r  Patterson  was,  who  told  this  Depo't  to  go  home  & 
make  ready  to  leaye  his  House  next  day,  &  to  take  his  Family  withi 
him  y  the  next  day  an  armed  party  came  down  to  the  House  of  this 
Bep't  &  threw  the  chief  of  his  goods  out  of  Doors,  in  presents  of  his 
wife  &  rob'd  him,  this  Dep't  of  about  20  Dol's  worth  of  property^ 
this  Dep't  came  near  the  ho«ise  on  which  the  party  went  off  Henry 
Shoemaker,  Silas  Taylor,  Philip  Taylor,  Ebenezer  Taylor,  Jun'r  ft 
Joseph  Salmon  being  in  the  party  i,  all  armed,  s'd  Shoemaker  asked 
this  Dep't  why  he  was  not  gone,  k  added  if  he  was  not  gone  th6 
nest  Day  it  would  not  be  good  for  him,  ft  further  saith  not, 

Sworn  ft  subscribed  the  9th  ^  NATHAN  CARY. 

Nov'r,  1784,  before  me 

Rob't  Mabtin. 
Justice  of  Pennsylyaniaj^ 


) 


DSPOfilTIONy-^DoBCAS  STCWIaT.  ' 

Northum'd  County  Ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Robert  Martin,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  s*  Co.  Dorcus  Sttwart^  who  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  Ood,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  abdut 
the  20th  of  October  last,  a  party  of  armed  men  came  to  the  House 
of  this  Dep. — ^To  wit,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Joseph  Salmon,  Benjamin 
Mundy,  l^iUp  Taylor,  Ebenezar  Taylor,  Peter  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Taylor,  Silas  Taylor,  William  Tjrler  ft  John  Jennings,  who  entered 
the  House  of  this  Dept.  with  a  number  of  other  persons  unknown 
ft  ordered  this  Dept.  ft  all  that  belonged  to  the  House  to  be  gone 
immediately,  on  which  Shoemaker,  Munday  ft  others,  began  to^ 
throw  the  Goods  of  this  Dept.  out  of  Doors  when  Shoemaker  wtes 
naked  by  whose  orders  they  acted,  he  answered  it  was  by  the  Genentl 
Orders  ft  continued  to  throw  all  this  Dept.  goods  out  of  the  House 
ft  robed  her  of  property  to  the  amt.  of  £15,  ft  knocked  the  Logs 
ont  of  the  House  till  the  loft  Fell  Down  ft  further  saith  not. 

DORCAS  STEWART. 

Sworn  ft  ^bscribed  the 
10th  November,  17S4,  before  me  \ 
RoBT.  Ma&tuk. 
Vol.  X.-.30 
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DsiPOSmON^ — fiCANNAH  filLLMAN^  17^. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Jnstioes  of  the  Detee 
in  &  for  the  Countj  of  Northum1;>erland|  ai;ipea]:ed  Hannah  Hiuma%j 
Spinsterj  of  the  said  County^  &  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  i 
say,  that  on  Thursday  the  Instant,  being  at  the  house  of  Cor- 
nelius Van  Horn  in  the  Township  of  Shawana — she  there  saw  John 
Franklin  &  a  number  oi  other  armed  men,  she  supposes  about  forty, 
who  approaching  the  house  on  different  sides,  surrounded  it;  with 
ah  intention  (as  they  said,)  of  cutting  off  a  party  of  the  militii 
which  had  been  stationed  there  &  which  had  been  that  morning 
withdrawn  to  the  Forty — that  Franklin  swearing  in  a  most  ^rofiuie 
manner  declared  that  he  would  be  revenged  of  some  of  them  ft 
Imrticniarly  of  Wm.  Simms  who  was  with  the  ^id  narty,  adding 
that  within  a  night  or  two  he  would  set  fire  to  his  house  &  bom 
him  up  alive.  He  talked  a  great  deal  &  much  of  his  language  waB 
to  the  same  purpose.— Further  this  Deponent  saith  not 

her 

HANNAH  ^  HiLLMAN. 

miark. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me 
this       of  November,  1784. 
Jno.  Seslt. 


me"^ 


BbIO.  GeV.  AEMSTBONa  no  PbBS.  DfCKtNSON,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  hiid  some  time  since  the  honor  of  statii^  to  your  Ezoellenejr  & 
CJounoil  the  situation  in  which  I  found  the  insurrection  at  Wjomisg 
and  s^me  of  the  more  important  facts  which  had  taken  plaoe  upon 
my  amyal. 

Among  tne  most  early  measures  whicli  I  took  to  convince  this 
deluded  people  pf  their  mistaken  conduct  was  the  paper  enclos'd 
i(mark'd  No.  l^"**)  which  I  forgot  to  transmit  by  Gapt  Armstroogi 
the  otbersi  which  Are  of  the  same  nature  have  been  attended  bj  tke 
same  effect^  nono  but  replies  of  insolence  were  made  to  either. 

Unable  to  attempt  anything  offensive  I  therefore  took  a  resolution 
*  to  come  hither  &  consult  the  Jud^  of  the  Supreme  Court  va^ 
the  further  measures  which  in  this  situadon  ought  to  be  taken.  It 
was  their  opinion  that  a  line  of  meer  defensive  oonduct  on  the  pait 
of  the  State  held  out  a  promise  of  sooner  bringing  abqut  tibe  objecte 
of  Government  than  one  of  a  more  active  nature.  This,  howe?er 
relvotantly  I  was  obliged  to  observe  from  the  first  moment  I  entered 
the  Country,  and  am  not  sangfdne  in  expecting  any  better  oons^ 
quenee  than  we  have  already  sien  &  bit,  from  an  adhezanoe  to  H. 

*  See  page  699. 


ETory  mefurore  which  Bupposes  that  farther  Unitj  will  produce 
better  oohda^t  frill  he  fotma  tiBavailiDg,  hat  iititB}  CR)i^iiment  he 
00  ^eU -assured  of  this  trutfr  as  I  ever  have  heen,  the  milder  ex- 
pedients of  forgiving  &  forgetting  maybe  porsned. 
.  Gol.  Johnstone  who  has  been  at  V^yoming  siaee  I  left  it,  will 
explain  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  to  him,  tiiej 
were  such,  as  oegat  but  few  hopes  of  being  able  by  gentle  metho£i 
to  extineoish  a  flamci  which  has  extended  itself  to  a  whole  people 
4)omposed  as  they  are  of  vagrants  &  desperadoes. 

I  shall  remain  here  for  a  few  days,  untill  I  fod  myself  better  able 
to  eneoanter  the  roughness  of  the  roads  &  the  season,  k  shall  then 
sett  out  for  Fhilad'a,  after  directing  such  a  disposition  of  the  few 
troops  which  desertion  has  lolt  me,  as  will  best  promote  tiie  objects 
for  which  they  were  sent. 

I  am;  Sir,  , 

yoor  £xBeIl'yB 

modt  obed^t  sery't, 

J.  ARMSTR0N(5l,  Jb.' 
15th  Nov-,  1784. 
Directed^  ^ 

His  Excell'y,  The  Pftsid't. 


Resolution  of  Gbniral  AssxifSLT,  1784. 

State  gS  Pennsylvania  In  Cteaeral  Aeaembly, 

Thnmday,  December  23, 1784^  P.  M. 
A  oertifnate  signed  by  Edward  Bnrd,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  the  Oovit 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  €kneral  Gad  delmry,  was  ptesmited  to 
the  cnair,  and  read,  statniff  tibat  at  a  oomrt  of  Cfyvr  aad  Termini 
and  enteral  ttral  delivery  held  for  the  ooanty  of  Nortbnmbailand, 
in  May  last,  Henry  Shoemnker,  fisqnire,  a  Jdstice  of  the-  peace  im 
-and  for  the  said  Gonnty,  was  convictiBd  by  i  Jwry  of  thie  eomity,  off 
^  riot  committed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  M»y  last,  by  hhn  and 
majiy  others;  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  ^e  aune  was 
read  die  second  tkne,  whereupon 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Henry  Shoemaker,  for  his  miaoondaet  as 
wfotesaid,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  removed  from  his  office  of  Jostiee  of 
lihe  peace  for  the  oovnty  of  Northumberland. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLtJS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 


Jomi  OudiT  TO  SPSAKXft.Or  AseXHBIiT,  1785. 

Bethlem,  16th  Jan.,  1785. 
Pear  Sir, 

1  saw  by  the  Minutes  of  Assembly  a  purpose  of  appointing  Gom- 
taissioners  to  'ascertain,  in  conjunction  with  others  of  the  State  of 
N.  Jersey,  what  Isknds  in  the  River  Pekware  do  of  Right  belong 
to  the  State  *    I  have  likewise  been  informed  by  a  Friend  of  mine 
in  Town  that  I  had  been  thought  of  for  one  of  the  Number.     If 
that  be  the  case,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  as  a  Person  to  whom 
I  am  not  altogether   unknown,  that  should  your  Honble.  Hooae 
think  proper  to  make  Choice  of  me  for  the  Purpose,  it  shall  be  my 
care  and  endeavor  to  discharge  the  Trust  thereby  reposed  in  me 
with  such  zeal  and  integrity  as  may  reflect  Honor  on  myself  and 
Constituents.    Pardon  my  Freedom  &  believe  me  to  be 
with  the  utmost  sincerity  &  ReniH,  dr.  Sir, 
Your  obed't  hble.  Servt., 
Directed^  J.  OKELY. 

The  Honble  John  Bayard,  Esq. 


£.  BouQLASs  TO  Sbo'y  Aemstbono,  1785.  I 

Union  Town,  27th  January,  1785. 
Sir, 

Unwilling  to  send  you  this  certificate  of  election  in  a  blank,  and 
desirous  of  saying  something  on  the  subject,  I  have  sat  with  my  head 
leaning  on  my  hand  these  ten  minutes  to  consider  what  that  som^ 
IliiBg  uioold  be,  and  after  all  have  oonodered  that  whatever  I  ooaH 
aay  upon  it  would  amount  to  nothing,  for  I  have  not  knowledfle  of 
Gentlemen  foremost  on  it  to  joatify  my  giving  a  oharaoter  of  him. 
I  hate  already  been  deceived  into  a  misrepresentatioD  to  Conn- 
«il  OQ  a  former  one,  for  which  I  moat  penitentialiy  bes  forsiveDeM, 
]>rotealmg  aft  the  same  time  my  innooency  in  it,  n>r  tne  (>iBStable 
who  made  the  return,  and  aeverld  others  of  the  township  fA  Maaat 
IiB  aamei  me  it  would  be  petitiosed  against,  but  I  find  fhey  have 
not  done  it,  nor  are  they  attemptiag  it.  I  can  offftr  nothing  move  ■. 
on  tfaii  snl^eet,  tinless  it  be  that  the  township  is  in  great  want  of  a  j 
* Jnatioe.  .  I  have  given  their  charaoten  £uthMlly  aa  I  received  them 
from  the  general  voice  of  the  inhabitants  hereabout.  Gooiwil  im 
their  wisdom  will  do  the  rest 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  hi^h  esteem  Sir,  | 

Tour  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS- 
Directed^ 

John  Armstrong,  junr..  Secretary. 

*  See  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  U.  pp.  77,  888,  for  the  acts  respectbig  Jurb- 
diction  of  the  lelande. 
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New  Yoik^  FpVj  lltfc,  1786, 

Sir, 

The  appointmeiit  of  Gommifisioners  to  carry  iuto  efiect  the  ordi- 
nance of  Congress  for  the  Purpose  of  erecting  federal  baildings  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware  has  tal:en  near  four  days  of  this  week^ 
and  haa  •this  day  been  effected ;  Genl.  SchnyJer,  Phil.  Dickinson 
apd  Eobt.  Morris  are  the  commissioners.  Some  States  have  90t 
been  hearty  in  the  measure.  Maryland  has  been  principal^  ^tiye 
in  delay-~-from  what  motives  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  do  more  than 
conjecture.  Perhaps  the  precipitate  retreat  of  Uonffress  last  MMOr 
mer  from  their  Capitol  has  its  influence^  or  they  rather  wished  the 
banks  of  the  Potomack  had  been  fixed  for  the  permanent  federal 
residence,  which  would  have  placed  the  Capital  of  the  United  Stated 
nearer  them.  But  whatever  reasons  operated  with  them  it  ia  very 
evident  that  Congress  have  lost  that  influence  .at  home  and  respecta- 
bility abroad  which  are  essentially  neeessary  to  conduct  with  advan- 
tage the  concerns  of  a  great  nation,  and  which  can  never  be  regained 
while  they  are  once  or  twice  a.  year  moving  from  place  to  place. 
Princeton,  Annapolis  and  Trenton  have  been  visited  in  order,  &  in 
the  very  hour  of  expe<9ta(ion  each  have  experieooed  disappointment. 
New  Tork  is  now  the  temporary  residence  nntill  a  permanent  one 
is  provided,  and  if  this  should  fiol  Perh»p»  this  City  in  torn  ^U 
feel  her  shaie  of  ehagrm  b  v  atjiother  removal  In  shorty  sir^  there 
appeals  no  end  to  removak  but  in  the  ereotien  of  a  permanent  fed^ 
nl  House  in  which  each  State  will  have  an  interest  amd  la  som^ 
degree  find  themselves  at  home* 

We  gave  a  cheerful  assent  to  the  ordinance  at  Trenton,'eonvino6d 
of  the  Mlvanti^  and  necessity  of  the  mensure,  and  believing  that  it 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  our  constitQents,  who  have  generall|r 
atood  first  in  execntiag  every  thins  that  appeared  calculate  to  prt»- 
mote  the  honor  and  happinesa  of  the  federal  govemnvent. 

The  Place  proposed  in  the  ordinance,  whether  on  this  or  that  side 
the  Delaware  is  very  fSavorable  to  Pennsylvania.  Much  of  the 
money  expended  there  will  finally  enter  in  our  State— this  deserves 
attention.  The  offer  made  by  New  Jersey  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds  and  territorial  Jurisdiction  gave  rise  to  an  enqnijfy  which 
we  have  frequently  heard,  what  will  Pennsylva.  do  ?  To  this  we 
oannot  answei;,  but  aa  the  Legislature  are  now  sitting,  we  state 
these  things  to  you  in  order  ^t  they  ma^  have  it  in  their  power 
to  favor  ua  with  Uieir  inatructiona  upon  this  point  aa  Boofx  aa  conr 
yenient. 

Wednesday  next  ia  appointed  for  discussing  the  report  of  a  com* 
miUee  respecting  the  appointment  of  additional  oommiasi<mer8  of 
accts.,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  it  will  fully  answer  the  intentioii 
of  the  house.  A  compleat  Copy  of  the  Laws  and  resolutions  of  the 
legiaUture  siiice  the  Revolution  are  very  necessary  for  us^  therefore 
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wQ  vqaeqt  I1m(»w6  wsyb^  CmeAisbvl  wiA  tbw  tsfiMrljMeon- 
yenient. 

Wo  JiaT<6  haaid  BdiUBg  of  die  Wjoming  Bosinees  sinoe  we  M 
wrote  jou. 

We  have  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

Tool  very  t'ble  Serrts., 

JOS.  OABDNER. 

Tills  ktter  was  intended  to  be  a  joint  one,  b«t  Mr.  McHemy  la 
9nt|  there&re  wants  his  signature. 

The  SonoTaU^  Joh^  Bajaid,.  Esqr.,  Philadelphia.    FEee.-J. 
(3^ardi»er. 

Bead  1  tune  P^Vy  18,  1785.    Bead  1  time  Feb'y  19,  vA 
granted. 


OsmnoATX  ov  €^ao£BB|  1766. 

To  1^1  Wliam  This  may  Conoera. 

This  is  to  Oeitify  l^at  the  bearer  hereof  Patiiek  Hely  hroi^fc* 
and  Belmfed  into  Ihe  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadeiiws 
a  Certain  Bobert  Johnston  Steel  Committed  by  ihe  HoDonnbie 
Thomas  MoKean  Esquire,  Docktor  of  Laws  and  Chief  Justiee  of  tbe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  By  the  Name  of  Bobert  Steel 
Sfttainted  by  outlawry  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  fmr  BoUoc 
John  Hart  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Bqk^  and  thetfii 
Bobeit  Johnston  Ste^  otherwise  Called  Bobert  Steel  is  Now  is 
safe  custody  in  the  Oaol  afcnresaid  This  12th  day  of  Pebmaiy,  17S!k 

JOHN  BETNOLPS,  Gaoler. 


{Philadelphia  ss; 

I  do  hereby  eerlify  that  the  above  named  Bobert  Steel,  ^ 
changed  his  name  in  North  Carolina  to  Bobert  Johnston,  ssd 
Bobert  Johnston  Steel  confessed  before  me  that  he  was  at  Newton 
in  Books  County  on  the  night  of  the  day  in  whfeh  the  Tressarer  of 
that  county  was  robbed,  and  that  he  is  the  person  named  &  intended 
to  be  apprehended  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  by  their  Proclamation  founded  on  an  Act  of  Asaembfy  there- 
of, Witness  my  hand  this  12th  day  I^ebruary  1785. 

THO  NeKSAN. 


Mathew  Bockjb  to  Pbes.  DicKjysON,  1785. 

Pittsburg  2mh^  1TS5. 
Sir, 

In  Sept.  1788,  mj  bneband  James  Bom  Beed  iastniotioiu^oQl 
Brigadear  Genl.  Irwin  with  his  permission  m*  to  settle  k  Improve  on 
the  Reserved  Tract,  of  Land  oposite  to  Fort  Pitt,  as  will  appear  by  4 
Copy  of  his  instmctions  sent  by  Mr.  Qalbreath  the  Beared  of  tnis 
who  has  some  knowledge  of  this  matter.  My  limsband  witli  his 
small  fkmily  went  to  work  accordingly  on  the  -same  Tradt  bnilt  him 
a  hoase  &  Cleared  abont  eight  or  Ten  acres  of  Land,  my  hnsband  ii 
pince  dead,  &  Col  William  %atler  havine  obtained  an  aet  of  Assen^- 
bly  in  his  favour  for  a  ferry  on  the  Aueganey  Biver  ft  a  L6t  of 
ground  assigned  him  at  the  mouth  of  a  Bun  enxpteying  In  on  th^ 
west  side  of  the  Biver,  has  in  Consequence  of  that  Taken  poseatioa 
of  a  part  of  the  Lands  Cleared  by  my  husband  &  I  presume  more 
than  the  Lot  mentioned  &  that  on  the  back  part  of  my  house,  he 
has  lately  Told  me  that  I  must  turn  out  of  the  house  in  the  Spring  this 
I  think  would  be  rather  hard  as  I  am  now  Left  a  widow  &  not  pro- 
vided with  anv  other  home  at  the  present.  Should  your  Excellency 
direct  I  will  then  Chearfully  Comply  or  should  Col.  Butler  get^hw 
Lot  Laid  of  to  him  on  the  mund  mentioned  in  the  Law,  my  Liitel 
house  k  small  field  would  then  be  by  no  means  in  hn  ways,  all  I 
wish  is  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  set  wbere  I  am  until!  Counsels 
pleasure  to  Bemove  me.  or  should  the  ground  where  I  Live  be  sold 
or  to  be  Leased  by  the  State  that  I  may  be  allowed  the  preferenee. 
I  am  joux  Ezcellenoyj 

v^(^t  obedieqt  bumbla  S^rva^f^ 

MABTHEA  B0008, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson^  President  of  Counsel  Philad.  ' 
Honi  by  Bobt.  Galbrieth  Esqr. 


Pbtttion  op  Inhabitants  of  Wyohjtno,  1785. 

To  the  Honble  the  Beprese^itatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commovh- 
weaJth  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly  met. ' 

QeAdemeuy 

. '  We  yonr  hiimble  petitioners  would  take  the  earliest  op^x:tf mtj 
to  iay  before  your  Honble  House  the  deplorable  situation  in  which 
fre  ,hav^  been  en,vele|>^  sin^^  the  decree  of  Trenton,  which  chaog^f 
tbe  juiisdiotioa  in  fovor  of  Pennsylvania)  from  that  Di^te  we  hay^ 
beoO  l)eny'd  the  due  adminiBtiation  of  the  Laws  o^  Pennsylvania,  oif 
in  otber  words  Common  Justicei  which  tj^e  ff^te§t  qrinunals  Are 
iatitled  to^  apopr^ing.  to  all  Statute  and  Cefomon  Lawfi  of  all  C|iri»^ 
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tianiied  people.    Altb(/  we  Imve  made  inoeseant  .aj^ieatioD  to  Um 

Legislative  Body  of  this  state  for  justice  to  be  administered  witkoat 
any  ctiaeriniiiiation  of  penona :  yet  to  no  parpose,  aliho'  fair  ptomiaea 
were  made ;  and  we  had  finally  oonclnded  there  was  no  jnadoe  is 
jeeTfiuon  for  w^  either  from  the  LegialatiTe  or  JBzeoatiTe  Bodies  of 
this  State.  Bat  being  creditably  informed  that  the  present  Asaem* 
t>ly  were  oomposed  of  such  persons  who  feared  God,  and  regarded 
mm,  an4  eonsequently  had  a  promptitude  to  do  justice  to  all  their 
leUow-oreatures;  this  served  as  a  stimulus  to  us  to  make  one  prayer 
more  to  the  Honble  Assembly  for  justice  to  be  administered  without 
partiality.  Believing  that  your  Honble  Body  will  do  all  in  your 
^wer  to  rodresfl  our  grievances,  and  put  us  upon  the  aame  footing 
^ith  (ho  common  Citizens  of  this  state,  which  is  all  we  ask.  And 
farther  permit  us  to  say  that  all  the  disorders^  irregularities  and  un- 
justifiable proceedings  taken  against  us,  were  committed  under 
such  aggravated  curcumstances,  as  no  christianized  people  ever  ex- 
perienced before  from  the  most  barbarons  savages  to  begin  with  the 
first  rise  of  Pennsylvania  Government  in  this  settlement,  nTii. :) 
the  Election  of  those  Manstrates,  who  were  to  act  in  that  spnere  in 
this  part  of  the  County  of  Northumberland,  is  as  follows,  they  were 
chosen  by  people  from  different  counties  of  this  state,  together  with 
people  from  the  state  of  the  New  Jersys  and  elsewhere,  and 
those  tha^  were  elected  were  principally  inhabitants  of  the  Oounty 
of  Northampton^— and  all  this  was  done  without  our  consent  or 
^knowledge;  and  we  who  had  the  sole  right  of  choosing  our  Hi^s;iB- 
trates,  were  denyed  the  privilege  whidi  were  justly  intitled  to. 
Which  Election  we  know  to  be  unconstitutional  add  in  the  &oe  and 
eyes  of  all  law,  both  Statute  and  Common.  Yet  altho'  the  sd  Sko- 
tion  was  in  itself  wrong  and  illegal,  was  established  by  an  act  of 
the  then  Assembly  directing  the  Executive  Body  of  the  state  to 
Comiidssion  the  sd.  Magistrates.  Who  soon  after  they  were  Cosb 
missioned  repaired  to  Wyomina  where  they  songht  the  ruin  of  Uie 
N.  England  setlers,  and  spread  devastation  wherever  they  went  or 
acted;  and  in  order  that  these  ill-minded  and  unconstituti<»al 
Magistrates  should  be  enabled  to  oarry  their  unjustifiable  plans  into 
execution  against  us,  an  armed  force  of  soldiers,  was  raised  by  this 
state,  and  stationed  at  Wyoming,  in  open  violation  of  the  articles  of 
theooBfed«ratk)n  of  the  United  States  of  America,  (as  is  observed  by 
ihe  Honble  the  Council  of  Censors.)  And  after  these  Magistrates 
in  conjunction  with  the  Military  authority  had  made  many  inroads 
on  justice  and  humanity.  We  as  a  Body  entered  to  the  Assembly 
our  Protestation  &  abhorrance  against  the  sd  Electi<m  of  the  Magis- 
trates, also  against  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  these  Magistrates,  (Vis. 
Patterson  and  Beely)  were  guilty  of,  and  we  might  with  pn^eiy 
mention  one  more  upon  whion  the  assembly  appointed  a  committee 
to  repair  to  Wyoming  to  investigate  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  tkose 
allefl;ation8  of  ours  which  were  laid  to  the  charge  of  those  Magistrates^ 
And  upon  Tryal  found  the  allegations  were  fully  and  amply  mf- 


yorUd  bj  oredikUa  md  indiBpDAftbk  leind^iMiea  and  Hiado  report 
M^offdin^j  to  the  MnemUy,  at  wluoli  time  we  had  an  agent  at  the 
AfltoiiUy  to  wge  the  neoestttjr.  of  eomething  to  be  immediaielY 
4h»e  in  ear  fivvor.    The  report  of  the  oommittee  was  re-committeo, 
mmL  £ram  that  reibrr'd  to  a  aeoood  oommittde.  Ap<i  finally  afier  our 
•gent  had  iadefiitigfibly  labored  mik  tbe  Aa^embly  for  near  Uuref 
IMntha  with  great  expenoe  of  molxev;  returned  with  the  disagree*. 
il>Ie  news,  i&t  die  aatesibly  wooM  do  notUng  for  ua;  but  atiU 
•offned.  tboae  illegal  and  iil^mind^  magistrates^  who  bad  been  the 
oeeasion  of  ail  the  tanuilts  and  disorders,  which  were  qonu^itt^d  a^ 
ttdi  plaee^  to  go  with  impunityi  And  we  may  9»f  tbat  to  help  compleat 
our  rain;  Henqr  Shoemaker  was  about  thi^  tune  commissioned  by. 
Coanoily  to  aot  in  oonjuoetion  with  these  other  magistrates.     And 
this  negleot  of  the  G.  Assembly  has  proted  the  desUruction  of  this 
fettlementy  and  cost  this  alate  .thonsands  of  .pounds,  which  had  heU 
tar  bean  taken  and  given  to  the  poor;  In  this  manner  we  have  beeur 
treated  by  the  anthoiity  of.  this  stato  untill  we  were  drove  to  a  statjOk 
«f  desperation,  and  supposed  that  there  was  no  justice  in  reversion, 
Ibr  us  in  the  l^te  of  rennsylvania,  because  a  deaf  ear  was  turned^ 
to  all  ear  prayers  and  entreaties,  and  great  oredit  given  to  all  the  falsci 
aaisrepresentations  of  our  avow'd,  ai^-  implacable  enemies,  and  all 
iliose  depositions,. that  were  takea  at  Wyoming  by  the  committee,  & 
earned  to  the  assembly,  were  not  even  suffered  to  be  read  in  the  G.^ 
Assembly-,  and  consequently  trutli  withheld  from  the  state,  which^ 
was  at  that  time  of  the  utmost  concern   that  these  allegations^ 
should  oome  to  the  knowledge  of  Pennsylvania,  but  alass  they  wero^ 
oonoealed  and  the  truth  kept  from  the  good  inhabitants,  who  had  a. 
liffht  to  the  same.    The  conoealmcnt  of  which  appeared  to  us  to, 
onginato  from  disaffection  towards  the  N.  England  sellers;  upon^ 
whioh  it  appeared  to  us  in  Vain  to  trouble  the  Assembly  or  sue  for 
Justice  aftttr  so  many  denials.    We  have  ever  since  the  decree  of. 
Trenton*  been  intirely  denyed  the  Benefits  of  Gitisens  and  Eree-, 
holders,  and  have  been  treated  as  Aliens  and  Strangers  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  and  how  the  present  fisaembty  lool^', 
upon  us,  and  what  measures  for  our  future  protection  and  safety, 
iuey  mean  to  take,  we  cannot  say.    And  therefore  think  we  shall 
be  justj&ed  in  the;  eyes  of  the  impartial  fforld  to  lye  in  a  Poimant 
Situation  until!  the  Present  Asasmbly  shall  in  their  wisdom  see  ^ 
to  let  us  know  in  what  point  of  light  that  HonUe  House  look  upon. 
ua.whitherth^  will  give  us  the  piiviledge  whioh  all  Freemen,  by. 
the  kws  of  all  QhristianiBed  people  are.  inti tied  tQ^(Vis. :)  Citis^n*- 
ship  and  FrBeholdership,  that  is  the  power  of  dbooaing  our  own 
oAeevs  Cml  and  Military,  fi>r '  we  have  felt  the  dire  effect  of  sub-; 
mittiag  to. other  Oonntisa  and  States  choosing  authority  to  rule  m^* 
fnr  we  ave  eonfidemt  .that  some  of  those  that  were  fleeted  and. 
others  that  elected  them  neitheir  feared  God,  npr  regarded  Han,, 
Therefore  we  think  that  we  cannot  in  justice  to  ourselves,  ever  euIh 
mit  to  suehan'  iliegal  step  again ;  acd  wd  are  assured  we  shall  b^e. 

30*  ■  :  • 
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jiMtfiflfld  in  dppOnng  ttiy  hmou  «iBWHai«wMaw  pwwasoHaap  I  j 

tioQ  of  the  rights  of  mMnMad,  and  tha  iihwurt  ngbt  whioh  th« 
God  of  ulvra  has  beetowed  vpoB  flMM  at  kDrfi.     ImthiaTHsnhtiofi 
we  think  we  ueBotcppoan^  the  lava  of  tbk  State:  bnt  m  Yndiaai^ 
tkm  of  ^e  aam^  and  thai  your  HonUe  Honaa  will  jnatify  na  in  onr 
I>etennination— for  it  is  not  ear  intention  to  oppoae  &a  hwa  q£  tUa 
i^tate^  hat  eoroheraie  them;  thfl^  onr  enemies  haro  and  will  canj 
fidse  reports  to  yoor  HeoUe  Hoose^  whieh  havs  no  ffyjstwnee  hi^ 
in  their  distemp^nMi  Brain ;  and  Maiidonsiy  and  WkkeiUy  in|NKi 
that  we  will  not  subfliit  to  the  Laws  of  tbSk  State.    Again  vehnve 
been  often  trappanM  by  car  passive  ohedienen  and  nofr-resirtanoSy 
and  eonfiding  in  some  <^  the  irat  men  in  office  in  the  State  te 
mention  one   instanee    of   Lt  GoL  John  Aimsfarang  and  John 
Boyd,  Esq8.y  who  bylorfdtiag  their  word  andHonon  and  e^eiy 
thing   that   is  near  to   Gentlemen,  made  ns  Prismieny  abos'd 
nsy  with  more  thsn  satage  treatm^t,  and  robed  na  of  npvaida 
of  one  hundred  rifles  ami  Talnable  fire  arma,  and  many  other 
efieets,  even  to  oar  smallest  Pen-kniTes;  and  we  may  aay  with 
propriety  that  we  have  been  Bob'd  of  opwarda  of  two  hnndied 
Rifles  and  Tahiable  fire  arms  by  offieers  of  CkiYemmmii  aisMO  the 
first  of  last  May,  which  have  never  been  xetomed  to  this  day*     And 
altho*  we  have  often  Petitioned  thefiMrmer  Assembly  for  Jnstioe  in  all 
the  eases  wherein  we  were  injured  and  abased,  bnt  eoold  obtain  no 
redress,  and  we  have  midergone  snob  a  series  of  ii^oatiee,  plunder^ 
npine  and  mnrder,  from  those  who  pretended  to  do  ns  jnatiee,  tha* 
we  lire  redueed  to  the  shades  of  death.    And  if  we  oan  obtain  any 
assistanee  fran  year  Honble  Hoose  in  a  line  of  jnsiiea,  Wa  shaU 
ever  aeknowledge  the  same  with  thankfiilnesa  and  a  tron  amioa  of 
Gratitode.    And  nntill  your  honoiB  shall  eondeaoand  to  draw  n  liae 
for  onr  fntnre  eondnct  it  is  impossible  for  na  to  know^what  coarse 
to  steer.    We  are  at  present  destitnte  of  any  Oivil  anthwi^  in  this 
place.    Esq.  Mead  has  refosed  to  grant  any  precept  these  six  we^ 
past    Therefore  the  sooner  we  oan  have  Uie  {Maviledga  of  electiDg 
onr  own  Offieers,  Qivil  and  Military,  agreeable  to  the  constitntion  el 
this  state,  the  sooner  happiness,  peace  and  good  order  will  be  re* 
stored  to  this  settlement.    We  wonkl  also  beg  leave  to  point  oat  to 
your  honors  some  proposals  made  to  ns  by  some  of  the  Madatiates 
of  this  eonnty  about  eight  weeka  since,  to  enable  ua  to  eleet  onr 
own  Magistrates.    And  first  it  was  propoaed  to  have  a  nnmber  of 
ns  to  purchase  a  tmot  of  wild  Land  on  the  meuntaina  (nndee  the 
proprietont  Olaim,)  and  Uiat  Col.  W,  Montgomery  ahoidd  sorvey 
the  same,  which  Land  we  should  divide  amoagst  a  larger  number 
and  thereby  become  Freeholders,  and  entitied  to  eleet  our  Ma^ 
trstes.    Which  proposal  we  regosted  for  we  were  not  wtlUng  to  give 
our  money,  f(v  that  which  we  esteemed  oor  own,  nor  hny  taoae 
Pririledges  that  we  were  so  justly  entitled  to.     Secondly,  Bsq« 
Mead  proposed  to  call  all  the  Inhabitants  together  of  both  partiest 
without  any  reeard  to  FiraeholdeiB,  Qis  is  diipetedby  the  eouitituiion,) 
and  he  would  lead  us  to  a  choice  or  Magistrates,  and  make  report  to 
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Coaneil,  aodCkibw^Ietlier  tbai  BoiUe  Bbdy  would  nmgokh  Hhh 
choice  oc  n^f  Mb  iiroposat  trie  alio,  rafeoicd  and  diqpVd,  m  md 
looked  npoA  it  to  be  unccijoUitiEftleBil,  ind'  that  oar  epetniea  asd 
those  that  had  ae  fighi  upouvB.e^ctaifcAtkig  iA'tha  EleeiidB^  villi 
those  qfMiairiio  have  the  bo^  righl  Vhierefcre  for  thaaa  i^aaena  we 
apply  to  your  honocB  Cor  a  line  ta  be  dnum  that  we  maf  know  what 
eourse  to  steer. 

And  in  the  iniormediate  spaoe^  while  we  faate  w»  antheritj  in  thta 
plac^y  we  have  thought  rnont  adTisable  to  form  oarsehea'  m  soiae 
order  f^r*  our  mntnal  defence  and  slfety,  atid  to  ael  as  near  the 
Laws  of  this  State  as  possible^  until  we  diall  have  a  ooBatftatioaal 
Establishment  of  the  same.  And  we  SMsi  heartily  pray  fin*  yonr 
Honoia  eaerCioBs.  to  establiah  fB$aa  and  ceod  order  in  this  distmeled 
and  infataafead  place ; .  for  we  t^Hk  that  Uie  political  salvaiiott  of  dni 
settlement  dependa  apon  your  aaaednify,  and  ezertiona  in  th& 
respect  aa  weU  as  .the  HappYnass  and  salilj  of  this  State,  which  we 
insist  ohf  we  have  ahtays  stroYC  for  siAoe  thef  d^cfce  at  !nranton,and 
haTe'cndaaTeaitd  ta  demean  oarselven  ia  aach  an  eqnitahia  line  of 
conduct,  that  we  are  justly  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  of  Free- 
Gitiiens  and  Freeholders,  which  if- allowed  our  prayer  is  in  a  great 
meaanre  answered.  And  we  will  jmy  that  the  benedictions  of 
Almighty  Ood  may  rest  open  your  Honorable  Body,  and  that  yotir 
Honors  may  have  wisdom  as  the  aogels  of  Qod;  to  direct  yon  aft 
all  timeSy  and  that  you  may  consult  such  measures  and  carry  them 
fn  execution,  as  rfiall  terminate  in 'the  advancement  of  MesBiich's 
Kingdom,  and  consequently  in  the  Weal  and  orosperity  of  this  state. 
And  that  your  haaon  may  be  enabled  at  all  timfes  to  eonsult  tha' 
happiness  of  this  state  in  such  a  manner  that  your  iMOaea  may  be 
aacred  in  "the  annals  of  history,  and  generations  yet  unborn,  when 
they  come  oH  the  staffe  of  action  may  call  you  blessed  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of  yow  hmmble  PefMonerB.  And  we  aa  in  daty  bound  will 
rpray. 


Jaaab  Johnaon, 
Ebeneier  Johnson^ 
John  Franklin, 
Giles  Slooam^ 
Simon  ^anlding, 
Phens.  Peiroe, 
Phena.  Nash, 
Nathan  Kingsly,    . 
James  Frisby, 
Sam'l  Ayres, 
Hexekiah  Roberts, 
Benj.  Bidlaok, 
Reubin  Cook, 
Elisha  Drake, 


Wyoming,  February  20th,  1786. 


Jolm  Jenkins, 
Nathan  Wadi^ 
Abigail  Jameson, 
If arliha  fitnaii, 
Wm.  Jones, 
iUcfaard  Ipman^ 
^ohip  Inmi^n, 
Ishmeal  Bonnet, 
Walter  Spender, 
Neemi^  Nerthrgp^ 
Alex.  Jameson, 
Bobt.  MoDowl, 
Jont.  Corey, 
Obadiah  Camel, 


John  Hurlbnt, 
Bobt  JfemaisoQ, 

Abm.  Westbrook, 
Migafa  Inman, 
Mason  F.  Alden. 
William  Hiberd, 
Jno.  Minor, 
Jerh.  White, 
Lenard  Westbrook, 
Penjamin  Harvey, 
William  Jacson.     , 
Daniel  Holly, 
Ebenezar  Parish, 
Eldad  Kellogg, 


1M 
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Jite.Ooa(n 

Ban.  Tabs, 
Biohaid  Bcodnmy, 
ThoDM  Bemifi^ 
Mnu  Kady, 
Dan'l  Jinkingsaiiy       Ni 
J«iuiAaii  WoodirorthyJi 
<}fthriei  Ooieyi 
Jonailum  WottBy, 

BilaAflmith, 
fibmiial  Hover. 
fisDtjHoyetv 
Wia.  Hookirflmkh, 
Chii*.  Hiulbaly 


JoBiak  K«Ootg, 
Josh.  YmiklS&t, 
Bioh.  WMttsraok, 
WiUiuK  Sloem, 
Willkm  Waniery 
NakkOook, 
Naphtali  Harlbvt, 
I  AihertoBi 
Aaihel  AtiMrioD, 
Sank  Lee, 
Jeui  ShoemakcTi 
JoBfli.  %n7» 
Abraham*  Sbrdingy 
Thomas  Park, 
^Uaha  Harvej, 
NatbL  Devinporti 
Ckmnd  liumsy 
B«>.Baily, 


M>;  BiHlar, 
PriaotAldeD, 
ThM.Beai, 
JoelThoBaSi 
AUa  Yaringlooi 
John  Hyde, 
Able  Piereei 
JoaepkEUio^ 
Frederidc  iifkoif 
AnlBanibani, 
JeeiahPeU, 
Stereii  Folkr, 
nionae  BaldwiBi 
Joeeph  Keaaj, 
JobSfrvlee^ 
John  Plainer, 

Joiiloa  Qmr^^ 
AMbroee  Oaylori. 


Viap^oH  09  Masaas.  Purcav  and  FiNLax  of  PnrsBUBa,  17S5* 

To  biB  E^oellency  John  Dickbson,  Esquire,  President,  and  tk 
Bonourable  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsylTaniiy  ift 
Counoil  aaaembled : 

The  PMition  of  David  Dnnoan  and  John  f%aley,  of  the  Tova  d 
Pittebaish, 


Humbly  Bheweth, 


(garrison  and  Buildinea  at  thai  plaoe.  That  nnleea  eome  penon  tf 
persona  are  appelated  to  take  eare  of  the  Garrison,  it  Will  be  ii 
danger  of  being  destroyed  ij  the  Indians,  or  the  boning  at  tbt 
Woods. 

Tour  Petitionen  therefore  hnmbl?  pray  your  Honon  wonU  te 
pleased  Lieense  them  to  Trade  in  the  basiness  aforesaid,  at  the  ph^ 
aforesaid,  for  snoh  Time  as  yonr  honoors  shall  think  proper  dorisg 
good  behavioor,  and  yonr  PetitioDers,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  pnj> 

DAVID  DUNCAN, 
JOHN  PINLBT. 
Pittsburgh,  Februatr  1 
26, 1785.  ; 


'   UuxvTZB  or  ▲  MjBitlNa  at  Spbtxtob  GtzstBLJo/s,  1785.    • 

At  a  MaetiDg  at  the  Surveyor  General's,  7th  BPoh,  1785, 

>  Jnwiettt^  '  'j 

Hlg  Excellency  Jn«.  Diokinson,  Esq',  Preddent, 

The  honb*  Jn»  Nevill,  Esq', 

The  Sunreyor  Gen',  M».  LukenSf  ■ 

The'  Receivor  Gen',  M».  Johnston, 

The  Secretary,  M'.  Kennedy. 

Be^olrctd,  that  lor  preventing  deUys  upon  aj>plication8  to  Deputy 
Surveyors  by  Persons  clainoing  laxidn  in  the  Counties  of  Westmore? 
ifmif  WaAington  and  -Bavette,  by  virtua  oi  Bights  acquired  under, 
founded  on,  or  recognized  by  the  Ijawa  of  Virginia,  the  Surveyor 
(jten'l  fordiwith  famish  Us  Seputies  with  necessary  Transcripts  of 
the  Papera  oommuMcated  by  the  .Government  of  vir^gnia  to  th^ 
Supreme  £xe<Mitiva  Council,  l^)d  by  t^em  put  into  his  Hands— that 
he  .enjoin  then,  fo  pav  immediate  attention  to  aU  applioationq 
appeased  .tp  be  sunporied  by  Rights  obtained  as  aforesaid  before  th^ 
83d  of  Junoj  1780,  that  in  Returns  of  all  Surveys  made  on  sucl^ 
afylioatipqs  they  certify  whether  the  particular  descriptioi^  meuy 
tUmad  ill  suoh  entries  oorrespond  with  tne  Lands  shewn  by  the  Apr 
plicants — ^That  where  such  Deputies  cannot  conveniently  attend  the 
laking  depositions  in  disputed  Oases,  they  earnestly  require  both 
^he  Parties  to  be.  present  when  they  shall  bd  taken,  in  order  to  avoid 
Ibe  Troubfe  &  Expence  they  must  otherwise  unavoidably  incur, — 
and  that  to  |^ve  facility  and  dispatch  in  settling  the  claims  afore* 
said,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Survevor  Gen'l  to  lessen  the  Dis- 
triets  and  appoint  a  greater  number  of  Deputies — ^and  that  in  his 
^oioe  of  them  he  take  ail  possible  care  to  ffuard  against  the  appointr 
ment  of  any  person  influenoed  by  Prqudioes  upon  the  subject  ef 
faeh  Clains* 

DSLBQATSS  IN  CoNaRESS  TO  PeSS.  DlOKINSON,  1785. 

.      New  York,  March  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of* 
date,  inclosing  the  Hemorial  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the 
City  of  Philada.,  expressing  their  apprehensions  of  further  depreda- 
tiona  on.thdr  trade  by  the  Barbary  Corsairs,  if  speedy  and  effectual 
meaanjreis  are  qot  taken  to  prevent  them,  which  has  been  laid  before 
Congress — and  we  are  happy  to  inform  you.  Sir,  &  thro'  you  the 
Merchants  of  Philada.,  that  Uongresd  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
this  very  important  concern,  to  which  we  believe  they  are  well  dis- 

*  Feby.  17.    See  page  410. 


i9i        va^ttsthYAMA  utosivaft  vm^ 

posed  ie  gm  eyery  r^ief  iu  tlieir  power.  Our  ministen  almd 
nave  long  since  Ibeen  authorized  to  negociate  with  the  States  of  Bar- 
bary*  (in  covunon  with  others)  trenties  of  amity  ft  commerce,  which 
we  nave  reason  to  know  hiave  only  been  rendered  ineffectoal  hereto- 
fore (with  the  Barbary  States)  for  want  of  a  sum  of  mooeji  wideh 
-  cnstom  has  made  absolutely  necessary  to  purchase  them. 

Congress  have  lately^  appropriated  for  thb  purpose  «  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  eigl^tv  thousand  dellarSy  subject  to  the  draughts 
of  our  ministers.  A  Oentfeman  well  rieMSommendod  for  his  inte^^f 
and  personal  knowledge  of  that  countiy^  will  he  chaig^  with  freu 
dispatches  to  Europe  in  a  short  time,  respecting  this  business,  who 
may  probably  be  employed  to  cany  into  effect  the  wnhee  of  OoBgrau 
at  the  Court  of  the  Emperor  of  Morrocco. 

Ahho*  we  ardently  wish  as  much  as  possSble  to  satisfy  the  asudsljF 
of  the  merchants  upon  this  subject,  yet  we  request  that  no  egtrscts 
may  be  taken  ot  published,  as  the  matter  is  yet  sub  judiee,  and  any 
premature  publication  may  hare  a  tendency  to  delay,  if  not  pre^reiit| 
ihe  proposed  negociations,  and  draw  the  unwary  merofaaats  hilo  a 
Snare,  by  mistaking  the  intention  for  the  ftet  There  is  iiltlo  rea- 
son to  doubt  but  that  Great  Britain  will  use  sll  her  intue&oe  to  pM- 
Vent  any  such  treaties  being  made.  As  soon  as  GonereBS  have 
taken  their  final  determipations  upon  this  subject  we  wiU  ha^a  tiM 
honor  of  communicating  them  as  fkr  as  our  iajunetionB  of  seopeey 
will  admit. 

Mr.  Marbois,  in  the  nan^e  of  the  King,  his  master,  has  made  a 
demand  of  Longchamps;  this  has  been  under  oonaideration  fot 
several  days  as  the  order  of  the  day,  and  has  been  postponed ;  wWm 
this  great  national  question  may  be  discussed  is  uncertain,  bat  there 
appears  no  diaposition  to  hurry. 

No  moves  have  been  made  by  the  Conneotic«it  Qendemciii  upon 
the  Wyoming  business,  and  we  remain  in  the  <krk  what  Uie  wish  ef 
the  State  is  in  that  afiur.  If  any  determinations  of  the  hosse  lake 
place,  we  will  be  much  oblidged  by  your  Ezoell'ys  oom«ra&icatisB 
upon  that  subject.  Qen'l  Knox  is  appointed  Secretary  at  War. 
The  treasury  is  not  yet  formed— no  official  acc'ts  from  JarYaia  or 
Osgood  whether  they  will  serve  or  no.  We  are, 
With  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  ExcelFys 

most  obt.  A  Very 

h'hle  Scrv'ts, 

JOSEPH  GARDNER, 
WILLIAM  HENRY. 
»  See  pa«t  410,  411,  418. 
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In  Qeneral  AflsemU  j, 

XbiuncUj,  March  10, 1786,  A.!!.  . 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  choTy  the  HottB  prweedail  to  the 
election  of  a  Recorder  of  Deeds  ia  and  for  the  city  and  ooaDty  of 
,  Phikdelphia,  aud  the  ballots  being  taken^  it  appeared  that  Matthew 
Irwin^  Ee(]piire,  was  duly  elected. 

£st#act  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass't  Clerk 

of  ^e  Oenend  AflsetnMfi 


F.  H0PKIN8ON  TO  Council,  1785. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  k  Honourable  the  supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Oexitlenaen, 

Enclosed  is  a  certified  account  of  Pees  received  in  tny  oftce 
fluringthe  Quarter  ending  the  18th  Instant.   I  have  to  request  that 

¥9ur  Honours  would  be  pleased  to  grant  me  a  warrant  on  the 
reasury  for  £50  on  account  of  salary,  a^eeably  to  former  usage.  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  all  due  Bespect, 

your  most  obedient 

very  humble  servant, 

PRAS.  HOPKINSON. 
Phflad'a,  March  17th,  1T86. 

Indorsedf 

Referred  to  the  Comptroller  Qen.  It  hath  been  customary  to 
advance  in  quarterly  paym'ts  about  the  sum  within  Requested  an4 
to  settle  the  accoH  of  The  Judge  of  The  Admiralty  once  a  year| 
when  he  credits  the  several  advances,  and  the  fees  Rec'd  for  the 
foregoing  year,  the  sum  now  asked  together  with  the  fees  of  the  last 
quarter  do  not  amo't  to  one  quarter's  salaiy. 

22d  Mar.,  1785. 


David  Mbad  to  Pres.  Dickinson — Wyoming,  1785. 

Wioming,  March  80th,  1785. 
His  Excellency  the  President, 

Inclosed  I  Transmit  a  few  Depositions  for  your  Pterusal,  Relative 
to  the  most  Deplorable  situation  of  this  part  of  the  State. 


^•9       jfMsimfhYAjm^  Mmmiv»  tw. 

Goandl  I  sappose  so  well  informed  that  I  need  aay  notliing  ea 
the  8iLbjeet,.aad  the  mm  I^m  etttpriaed  at  Ae  Tudynea  of  Got- 
emm^ity  iWe  is  Preoioiu. 

However  if  ifs  Poedble  to«dppe8e  Che  wantef  Energy  in  Penn. 
aylvania  is  snch  not  to  wppevi  als  Dignity,  I  mnst  b^  for  Imaie- 
(uale  Ibformalion  to  Bemore  lioui «  State  of  anarch j. 
teid  an  in  the  mean  time 

yoor  Sxoelleiicy's 

most  obedient  Humble  Serrtnt, 

DAYID  MEAD. 

Directed f 

Hie  ExeeOeney  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Exeontive  Cooncil 
of  Pennsylvania. 


SiPOSITKMf.— No.  1. 

Northam'd  County  Ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me^  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peaoe  in  and  for  said  County,  CharUt  ItanroWf  one  of  the 
Constables  of  Wioming,  who  being  duly  sworn  doth  de{KMe  and  say. 
That  Oan^  of  the  Connecticut  Party  are  dajlaj  gowing  through 
the  Wioming  Settlements  distreesiogy  the  few  Families  yet  in  toe 
plaoe  who  are  attachecl  to  GU)Yemment|  by  Bobiuf^i  Plundeiing  and 
Turning  them  out  of  Doors  in  a  most  nak^d  and  Distressed  sitoatioo, 
that  Yesterday  was  a  day  set  for  all  those  People  who  had  not 
actually  been  Throwed  out  of  Doors  by  Violence,  to  be  goan  Uiat 
they  had  Received  the  Last  notioe  without  Distress.  Thai  en  the 
Twenty  Seeond  Instant,  Six  of  them  came  to  the  Hous  of  this 
Deponant  at  about  the  sun.  Setting,  and  Turned  his  Family  all  out 
of  Doors,  Throwed  his  goods  all  out  and  Considerable  part  oroke  to 
pieces,  Took  his  Grain,  meet,  salt,  and  many  otiier  things,  that  his 
Children  had  no  Shoes^  and  little  Cloathing,  Thretning  if  they 
Return  into  the  Hous,  they  would  bum  it  down  with  them  in  it, 
when  this  deponant  asked  the  officer  of  the  party,  what  authority 
he  had  for  such  Conduct  who  Produced  his  Precept  Signed  Ebeneser 
JohlMMi  iheir  GoL  er  Commanding  Officer,  and  one  of  their  Com- 
mittee, who  acts  in  Consequence  of  his  authority  from  tbo  Con- 
necticut Claimants,  Delegated  him  at  iheir  General  HeetingSi  and 

further  say th  not.  " 

his 

CHARLES  XI  MANROW. 

mark. 

Sworn  &  Subscribed  before  ^ 
me,  March  24tb,  17S5. 

David  Mkap. 


') 


nMiigriNA3XiA  ixotLvna  itw        iw 


I>iFO»noN.-*«No.  2. 

ITortbumb«rUnd  County  Sb. 

[  Personallj  appeared  Defore  me  the  subscriber  One  of  the  Justloefl 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  Oountj,  Samuel  Kerr^  who  being  duly 
sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  That;  small  Companies  of  the  Con* 
necUcut  Party,  are  Dayly  Stroaling  through  the  Wioming  settle- 
ments, Ravaging  the  few  Families  yet  in  It,  who  are  any  way 
attached  to  dovemment,  that  many  of  them  after  being  Plundered 
of  the  most  of  their  Effects,  have  been  Turned  almost  naked  out  of 
Doorsi  and  their  Houses  been  pulled  down,  others  Thretned  !f  they 
Betumed  into  their  Houses,  that  they  should  be  burnt  down  over 
their  heads,  That  on  the  TwenUr  Third  Instant,  a  Party  of  Six  Men 
came  armed  into  the  Hens  of  this  Deponant,  Ordering  him  and 
Family  Immediately  to  be  goan,  who  asked  the  Officer  of  the  party, 
what  authority  he  had  for  such  Coniduct,  who  Produced  an  Order 
in  writinff,  signed  Ebenezer  Johnson,  who  is  the  Col.  or  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  and  is  a  Member  of 
their  Committee,  Elected  at  a  Qeneral  Meeting  of  those  Claimants^ 
&o..  and  Further  sayth  not. 

SAMUEL  KARR. 
Sworki  t  Subscribed  before  \  , 
me,  March  25th,  1785.  \ 


DKPosrriON.— No, ». 

Norihuab^rhnd  County  Ss. 

PersouflJly  appeared  before  me  the  subsoriber  one  of  Ibe  Justieeft 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  County,  Dmaid  SwarU,  who  being  duly 
Bworh  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  the  Twenty  Seiiond  Instant  a 
€kng  ef  Twelve  of  the  C<M)nectioai  Ckimanta  came  to  the  house  61 
this  Deponant  with  arms  Thretning  the  SVtmfly.so  that  bis  wifc  to 
in  a  situation,  that  her  life  is  almost  despaired  of,  ordering  them 
Immediately  out  of  Doors,  That  he  has  been  Plundered  of  the  most 
of  his  Biecie  «o  that  his  Family  is  almost  naked,  himself  much  beat 
and  abused  and  hailed  out  of  Dooes  by  the  hare  of  his  head,  when 
the  Deponant  asked  what  authority  they  had  for  their  Proceeding, 
when  the  Officer  of  the  Party  Produced  his  Precept  Issued  by 
Ebeneser  Johnson,  their  Commanding  officer,  and  one  of  their 
Committee,  Chosen  by  said  Claimants  at  their  Qeneral  Meeting,  and 
further  saith  not. 

DANIEL  SWART. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before') 
me,  March  25th,  1786*  [ 

'     *  '•  Datib  Mkw.  ) 


m        jmmfmjTjuax  ABflKsms  xrasi 


Noriham'd  OoQntj  Ss. 

Personal^  appedrod  before  niei^tlie  sabscriber,  one  of  tbe  Justice 
of  tb0  peace  in  ana  for  said  County,  John  Cartrightj  who  belw 
duly  sworn  doih  depose  and  say,  that  on  the  Twenty  Eighth  Instant 
a  Gang  of  the  Connecticut  Party  Came  to  his  hous  and  Bobed  his 
$*ai](iily  of  his  Cow,  and  also  Took  what  little  hay  and  oats  he  had. 
and  tnem  Carried  away,  al^o,  have  ordered  him  to  be  ffoan  in  Threi 
jOays^  or  all  his  Effects  shou'd  be  made  a  prise  oi^  and  further 
saith  Aot.  his 

JOHNM  CARTBIGHT. 
mark. 
Swpm  &  subscribed  before*) 
me,  March  80th,  1785.  [• 

Dayid  Mead.  ) 


Besolvtion  ojt  General  AssembIiT-t-Biver  Delawa^oEi 

1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  General  Assembly,  Thur8daj(,  Mardi'Slst,  1785— A.  M. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  read  March  26th  on  the  petitkms 
of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  Countieli  of  Bucks  and  Northampton, 
was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  State  to 
ascertain  the  Islands  in  the  River  Delawane  (in  conjunction  with 
those  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey)  be  authoriied  and 
instructed  to  examine  the  said  River  and  its  navigable  braachm  la 
Aii  Sliate,iinir^9wd  to  the  naviglMioii  of  them,  as  &r  up  as  the  Gosli- 
Moton  Maantai^|  and  make  xepo^t  to  this  Hoqs4  oi  the  praoticabilHf 
and  exfenoe  that  nvay  odcut  Ia  improving  the  same ;  and  furthari 
ihai  the  Sapoeme  BzecutivQ  Council  be  desirod  tp  inforpi  die  Got* 
imor  of  New  Jewy  of  this  neaolution. 

ExtiaQt  from  the  Minutes. 
SAM'L  BRYAN, 
Clerk  of  th^  General  AsnmUy. 


BESOLUTfON  OP  GeXTBEAL   A  BflEMBTiY— BOUHPABY  N.  T.,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. — ^In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday,  March  31,  1785,  A.  M. 
The  motio^  rea4  yef terday  was  read  the  second  time  and  adopted 
as  follows,  (viz. :) 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  documents  and  pq)ers  kid  before  (Ua 
General  Assembly,  that  the  LegisLi^ure  of  the  State  of  New  Tori 


imxfvnYjJiaA  abcbitis  itss.        ni 

li«v»  bj  kW  pvotiAad  for  did  xmiiiig  ^aAp  puurldiig  and  aaoerlMiftiiff 
Ibe  lKHiiid»i7  Uqq  betveeu  the  Oomaumweaidi  of  PeniMjlwnia  ana 
the  State  of  New  York,  bo  that  die  aaaie  may  be  the  fixed  ani 
peiBiaaleiit  JUiie  of  Iwiadietioii  between  the  said  Blstee. 

Seeolyed,  that  the  leaolvtioA  of  the  fifteemth  day  of  SqiAembef^ 
1783^  fb|  apf^inting  Qomniseionera  for  oeiiaia  pnzpoipfl  thereut 
nentifliaed  and  the  resokition  of  the  iaighteenth  day  of  Vebroary  ]a«t,4i 
lor  enlargiQg  the  potveM  of  the  Commisskmef  a  appomted  in  p^iinn* 
aiiee  of  the  said  ceeolre.  .of  the  ifteenth  day  of  September  afbmiaid^ 
8P  aa  to  enable  them  to  run  ottt  and  mark  a  temporary  line  of  juria^ 
diction  between  this  State  and  die  State  of  New  York,  be^  and  the 
same  hereby  are,  resQ|nded  and  made  nnll  and  void. 

Besolved,  that  the  Sxeentive  Council  be,  and  the  said  Council  is 
hereby  onpibweiBd  to  draw  orders  on  die  Treasurer  of  this  State  for 
the  payment  of  snob  snm  or  snms  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  be  due 
to  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  any  services  one  or  ezpences 
borne  by  them;  pr  eidier  ai  them,  undeir  their  appointment  as  aforesaid. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  85ALLU8, 
Aaa't  C)er](  of  the  fiweral  Avaembly*   • 


SCORETABT  ABMSTaONG  TO  ASBEMBLT^  178& 

In  Council^  4th  April,  1785. 
A  letter  from  DaTid  Mead,  Bsq.,  with  its  enclosures,  was  read,  & 
an  order  takeix  ^at  they  bf  /tnmsmitted  to  the  Hon.  The  Gen. 
Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

,     JOHN  ARMSTEONG,  Seo>. 
Direeted^ 
Hon'ble  John  Bayard^  Eaqwej-q^eaker  of  the  General  Assembly 


BjBBpLUTIOlV  or  GiNXBAL  ASBBMBLT. — ^DUTIZS;   1785. 

State  of  Pennsylyania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday  April  Wh,  1785,  A.  M. 
A  Member  presented  to  the  Chair  a  motion  which  was  read^  and 
the  same  being  considered,  was  adopted  as  follows,  vi2.  ^ 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  of  diis  Hotis^. 
that  large  sums  of  money  remain  due  to  the  State,  on  Bonds  ta^en  by 
the  Collector  of  the  Custopas,  whioh  by  the  tenor  and  condition  of 
the  said  Bonds  respectively  became  due  and  payable  at  yarious 
periods  now  past.  '     . 

*.at6Mia4ia. 


71S  FKHtraTLTiHU  ABC&I7X8  17S& 

^&ad  WkereM  it  ignqiiirite  and  fteoeMuy  Oat  mskmeinpi 
dumkl  be  apeedily  paid  and  oolkcted  in  order  to  anaver  die  wteitl 
iMntida  ehaised  npon  die  aamei 

Resolved,  Thai  the  SnpreBe  Bxecntite  Ooncil  be  and  Aej  ail 
barbbydeeired  to  order  the  said  CMkotor  tooaehisntaaoatdiligefioe 
to  obtain  payment  xtf  all  the  said  aneavaMy  and  if  aayof  thesBii 
anearami  now  doe,  shall  remain  nnpaid  on  the  first  day  ol  Jom 
next,  thai  the  said  Colleetor  be  directed  lorthwith  to  pat  the  Bomb 
OA  which  anoh  monies  shall  be  so  doe  into  the  hands  of  the  AttonMy 
General  to  be  prosecnted  upon,  withont  deky  or  respect  of  pefaoas. 
Extract  from  the  Minates, 

SAM'L  BBYAN, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen'lAaaeBbly. 


CsuM.  Yakoouwe.  ix>  Beis8.  DioKiiiaoiry  1785. 

Sir, 

I  take  i^e  liberty  of  troubline  jon  with  the  Conditions  of  a  woA 
now.  in-  great  ^mrardness,  and  intended  for  speedy  pablieadoD. 
Should  it  meet  with  joar  appcobation^the  favour  of  your  eno<mng^ 
ment  and  patronage  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him  wbo  is 
with  the  greatest 

respect  Sir,  yonr  much  obliged 

obedient  Serranti 

CHARLES  VANCOUVHl 
Phihdelphia,  21st  April,  1785. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr. 


Wm.  Bbadfoed,  Jr.  to  Psns.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Third  Street,  April  25th,  1785. 
Sir,  .  . 

t  beg*  leave  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Council  that  the 
tdal  ef  the  Ejectment  brought  by  the  Children  of  Andrew  AUea  for 
the  recovery  of  a  tract  of  Land  commonly  called  the  big  spring  tract^ 
wiU.Qome  on  at  Beading,  on  the  24th  of  next  month.  In  this  aanse 
Uie  Commonwealth  is  we  real  defendant;  the  Land  in  controveiaj 
ha/g  been  seized  as  the  property  of  Andrew  Allen,  who  stands  ttr 
tainted  by  act  of  Assambly,  k  sold  by  Agents  for  forfeited  Eatatea 
Accordingly  the  Council  undertook  thip  aefence  and  retained  M|^ 
Reed  with  me  to  conduct  it.  His  absence  from  the  State  prorepted 
an  early  trial,  and  his  death  haa  dsprlyed  the  state  of  his  aerriees 


mmfaBBiuamL  juicDBvaB  iwu        m 

Afltkd  ^vOB biyeMfoiied  tbtj enfiiMnl  Ckmud'oB-tlWrpirL 
K  iroqld  mboit  lo  joar  EzoeUeacj  and  the  Oomieil  ihe  piopmettj  of 
snppljinff  the  place  of  Mr.  Reed  with  some  other  Gentleman  o€  tfaa 
Ijiw*'  n^  Take  of  the  Labd  im  ooiitrovertf  is  Vecj  ooni5deiabto  ft 
the  oanae  ioTolrea  in  it  mestioai  of  importance. 

On  the  trial  of  this  Canse  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Trimble  em  tiki 
pari  of  the  State  will  be  n^esaaiy  to  the  defence.  I  most  Mqnest 
that  Council  will  dispence  with  his  abaeiice  a  few  days  on  thai 
ocoassion. 

I  would  also  take  the  Liberty  of  reminding  your  BxoelleMy  <tf 
ny  application  for  information  respecting  the  ohargee  against  Amoa 
Williams  who  was  apprebeaded  under  a  proclamation  issued  b^ 
Council.  It  will  be  necessary  to  ptoceed  against  him  id  the  crdu 
nary  Coueae  of  Justice  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer^  or  he 
will  be  injdtled  to  his  discharge. 

I  beg  your  Excell'y  A  the  Council  will  be  ]deased  to  fayor  me 
with  a  draught  upon  the  Tteaaarer  fsr  £100  on  luxwant  of  my  salary 
atf  Attorney  Gkneiali  being  less  than  is  due  to  me  on  that  account. 

I  must  also  request  to  be  &rored  with  any  pkpers  in  the  pomea- 
aion  of  Council,  respecting  the  misconduct  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Laaoaater  Election,  which  may  be  of  seryice  in  the  prosecution 
which  I  haye  been  directed  by  the  State  to  commence  against  them. 
I  shall  leaye  Philadelphia  on  that  business  about  the  5th  of  ^next 
month. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  sentiments  of  the  most 

perfect  respect  your  Excell'y 

moat  Obed't  Serv't, 

WM.  BRADFOED,  Ja, 
Directed  f 

To  His  ExceU^y  John  Dickinson.  .    . 


PitOK>sAZ/d  roft  BtntiDiKo  thb  Pms  at  Maboitb  Hook. 

1785. 

The  Proposals  for  Building  the  Peirs  at  Marcus  Hock  Aa  Followa. 

First.*-Ope  Peer  to  be  sunk  opposite  Robert  Meoldefs  Wbarf 
aixty  feet  long  by  twenty  six  feet  wide  at  the  Top,  the  space  left 
between  St  &  Sd.  Moulders  Wharf  forty  feet  Sleepers  to  laid  oyer 
this  space  and  Planked  with  White  Oak  Plank  of  Two  Inches  t  a 
half  Thick, 

Second. — One  other  Peer  to  be  sunk  opposite  the  aboye  Peer  at 
the  Distance  of  Thirty  Feet,  Seyenty  feet  long  &  Thirty  feet  wide 
at  the  Top,  sleepers  to  be  laid  oyer  as  aboye  £  Planked  &c. 

Third. — ^Two  Peers  to  be  sunk  opposite  William  Bums's  wharf 
being  of  Equal  Dimentions  In  length  Breadth  and  Distances  or  nMce 
'between  them  likewise  Sleepered  &c.^  Plank'd  as  the  Peers  above 
mentioned. 


fen  int  wide  m  the  Sootk  mAe  Bxteodiiig  to  t^  ftiml  of  8u4 

^  Kftkr-^The  wlraie work  to  be  oeiitpledfcdy  Fburiied  iit work^ 
manlike  manner  with  the  three  upper  Botnids  of  Heurte  ¥m  Of 
Whito  odi:  Loirs. 

Andl^  I  Do  Ennge  to  find  Eveir  of  the  Material^  Timber,  Im 
Wtok,  Stone  *&  ^mg,  Workmanship  &c,  Ao.^  aleo  to  Oompkite 
the  four  Peers  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  Reception  &  Co^ring  ef 
the  SUppmg  the  Bnsning  wint^.  I  Likewise  shall  k  will  make 
enitaible  and  proper  EzertioM  wcording  to  time  for  to  Oonplat 
the  Whole  if  Possible,  For  the  sum  of  Four  Thousand  aad  one 
hnndred  Poondb  Spwne,  To  be  psiid  in  the  following  MsBoer- 
Beven  hnndred  &  fifty  Ponnde  Down,  one  Thonsand  Poimcls  w^ 
the  two  first  Peers  are  sank,  also  one  Thoosand  Pounds  at  Sinkiog 
ibe  two  Last  Psemi  The  sum  of  flVe  hundred  Pobods  wbee  ^ 
four  Pean  are  Rak'd  mbove  high  water  &  proportiooall j  ilTd)  iiv« 
Hmidred  Pbniids  more  when  the  Bd.  Peers  are  Oompleated  &  tbe 
S«a  ef  daree  hnndred  t  fifty  Poonds  when  the  whole  woric  is 
Siiiitfied. 

TbOMAS  DAVIS. 


AoBiBMEirr. 

Philadelphia,  ss. 

In  Consideration  of  nn  order  this  Day  drawn  by  The  Saprcme 
ExecutiTe  Oonneil  npon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stato  payable  to  the 
Wardens  of  the  City  in  my  favor. 

I  Thomas  Davis  do  hereby  ^igree  with  the  Oommonwesltb  d 
Pennsylvania  to  build  t  erect  iM  Peers  mentioned  in  the  other 
parts  of  this  pi^in  the  Dlaafier  therein  mentioned  and  aoooidiBg 
to  ihe  Piatt  which  I  have  this  day  signed.  The  piers  to  be  00  ^^ 
oarried  on  &  made  this  Spring  as  to  be  sufficient  for  reodmga 
•pioteoting  the  Shipping  next  winter  and  the  whole  woik  to  be 
oompleated  en  or  before  the  ftrst  Diay  of  Biaptember  1766. 

Witness  my  Hand  ft  Seal  this  seventh  Day  of  May  1785. 

THOMAS  DAVIS. 

Witnesses. 

John  AnnfeTROKG;  jr., 
Jamss  Tjumblb. 


vamsitNusm  laumsms  vim        m 

Sharp  DxlaKt  to  P&es.  Dickinson,  1785.  . 

Custom  HouBe.  T'th  ^xme,  1785 
Sir, 

I  beff  yo«  nnj  infdrm  The  Houmnnble  the  Supreme  Executive 
Gounoil.^faal;  in  ob^^iBii^e'tQ  Their  order  of  the  13th  of  April  last 
applicatieu  waa  persoi^llj  made  and  notioes  as  inclosed  delivered  to 
each  person  indebted  for  duties.* 

That  the  resolutions -of  the  House  as  transferred  by  order  of  the 
l3th  May,  I  had  inserted  in  the  different  news  papers. 

That  considerable  sums  have  been  paid  in,  jet  many  persons  ar^in 
arrear,  a  list  of  whom,  The  Clerks  are  now  drawing  for  the  in- 
spection of  Council. 

Many  promi^  to  pay  ia  a  few  days,  complaining  they  cannot 
receive  their  interest  as  the  Continental  Loan  Officer  is  not  yet 
supplied  with  Cash  sufficient  and  the  great  scarcity  of  money  in 
maae  the  General  Excuse. 

I  request  the  fintber  directions  of  the  Honourable  Council. 
And  am  Sir,  with  Bespoo^, 
yo«  obedient  humble  8ermit,r 

«&ABP  DSLANT,  OoHr. 
DireeUd^ 

9=enL  Armetrodg,  Seeretary  irf  The  HonMe.  f  he  Supreme  fixe* 
cutive  Oooneil. 


DtoiXUTlrB  trt  Gc^dttEss  to  Pub.  Dickinson,  1786. 

-New  York,  17th  Aug.  1786. 
Sir,  .: 

We  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  for  foreign  Aflfisiirs  on  the  subject  of  the  Ootfipilaint 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Shields  which  your  Excellency  was  (blessed  to  iitas- 
-•Hiit  to  ms.  .  * 

Previously  to  our  laying  this  Complaint  before  Conpess,  we  took 
occasion  to  communicate  the  same  to  Mr.  OtEirdoqui  in  a  private 
way.  He  assured  us  of  bis  Dedre  to  be  InstrumenUd  in  correcting 
the  abuse  coniplaiiied  df,  but  that  he  could  not  interfere  in  the 
Bneiness,  unless  it  riiould  eome  to  him  bfficiaUy.  We  tittrefctte 
ooneeived  it  to  be  o*r  Duty  to  lay  the  Pa^rs  before  Oengreai^  wht> 

*  See  page  711. 
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were  pleased  to  refer  them  to  the  Seeretaiy  for  foreign  aflEun  to 
take  order/ 

We  have  the  Honor  t()  be, 

with  great  Befipect,  your  Exoellenoyy 
most  ohedieni  &  most  homUe  Servant^ 

DAVID  JACKSON, 
CHA.  PETTIT. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellenej  John  Dickinson  Esqnire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsvlvania. 
Free  C.  Pettit. 


RssoLUTioN  or  Congress — WroMiNai  1785. 

By  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled : 

September  21,  178& 

Whereas,  the  petition  of  Zebnion  Botler  and  others  claiming  pri- 
vate right  of  soil  under  the  Slate  of  Conneoticnt  and  withm  the 
JurikUetion  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylyania,  doth  not  de- 
scribe with  sufficient  certainty  the  tract  of  Land  claimed  by  the  said 
^baloA  Bnileraod  otlMs^Aor  partwularty  name  the  private  adverse 
claims  under  grants  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn^lfania, 

BesoWed,  That  the  Resolutions  of  Consress  of  the  23d  day  of 
January,  1784,  rektive  to  theolainrof  Zebulon  Butler  and  othen, 
be  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Petition  of  Aaron  Doane,  1785. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Prerident  &  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Exeo- 
ntiye  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Petition  of  Aaron  Doane,  a  languishing  Prisoner  in  the  Jail  ef 
the  City  k  County  o^  Philadelphia, 

Most  ihumMy  shewethy 

That  your  Petitioner  unfortunately  fell  under  the  Sospioioii  of 
Hiis  Hon'bl^  Board  as  being. an  Aooomplioe  in  the  Robbeiy  ef  the 
*Ti«aimrer  of' Bucks  Coottty  in  the  year  1781,  or  thereaboots,  for 

which  supposed  Crime  he  was  called  on.  by  a  Proclamation  of  this 
Honorable  Board  to  surrender  himself  a  Prisoner  &  undergo  his 
Trial  for  the  same.  That  not  being  welladvised  he  neglected  so  to  do 
whereby  he  became  outlawed  or  attainted  &  with  several  others  was 
>afterwaxds  apprehended  &  brought  before  the  Hon'ble  the  Supfeme 
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Ocmrl  k  asked  wbat  be  had  to  sa  j  why  jndgmeni  <^  I^ath  Bhoixid 
not  pass  upon  upon  him ;  that  having  nnadvideadly  soffered  hia 
vTime  pceaeribed  to  ex^re  withoat  a  surr^der  of  hn  Personi  his 
Innooence  of  the  Fact  ptood  him  in,  no  stead  &  not  bcinj  able  to 
deny  that  he  was  the  Person  proscribed  under  his  Name  «fudgment 
of  Death  was  aocordinghr  passed  on  him  k  he  has  remained  now  in 
Jail  under  a  heavy  Load  of  Irons  upWards  of  fifteen  months.  Your 
Petitioner  most  solemnly  declares  his  Innocence  of  the  said  Fact  & 
his  utter  Ignorance  of  the  Time^  manner  ft  Persons  who  committed 
the  said  Robbery  except  from  Informatioik  he  has  bad  since  his 
Confinement^  and  for  ihie  TmtJi  of  this  Beehsratitm  he  appetli  to 
the  Confession  of  Robert  Johnson  Steel  one  of  the  Persons  who 
actually  was  Guilty  &  has  been  pardoned,  who  declared  before  his 
Honor  the  Chief  Justice  &  is  now  ready  to  repeat  it  before  this 
Hon'ble  Board  that  your  Petitioner  was  not  party  nor  privy  to  thQ 
»•  Robbery.     . 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  this  Hon'ble 
Bo«Bd  wQl  be  pkacfd  to  take  ha  Case  into  their' Oonaderstibn  & 
extend  their  Glemenoy  to  him,  xnaamoich  as.  so  jong  &  grisvouf  an 
ImpriaaiBent  may  justly  be  deemed  aniffieBirt  aMonement  for  his 
Negliffcnoe  or  Contempt  of  the  Laws  of  his  Country  foi^  whioh  he 
most  heartily  begs  Panlon. 

And  yomr  Petitioner  will  dvet  pray,  Aok, 

AARON  DOANlil.* 

Philad'a  Jail,  ITov.  8th,  1785.  .      '; 


PRITKPN nr Fiivoft  or  AAiBtmBoiiinB,  1786* 

to  His  Bxce)leiioy,  ^fe  PMddenfi  k  Iien6fimbl&  Oouneii  of  th4 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Honored  Genllemen, 

Having  lately  received  Information  that  a  Certain  Aaron  Boanef 
is  under  sentence  confined  in  the  Qoal  of  Philadelphia,  on  suspicion 
of  being  in  Connection  with  those  who  robb'd  the  Treasury  in  Buckn 
County  in  the  year  1781,  We  the  undersigned  do  hereby  solemnly 
declare  that  the  said  Aaron  Doane  was  with  us  for  six  weeks  befbre 
the  robery  was  Committed  under  Confinementin  the  Custody  of  Mri 
John  Ridgcway  in  New  York  k  he  is  realy  Inocent  of  the  Charge 
alledg'd  against  him  oti  that  head,  but  to  say  anvthing  farther  of 
bim  we  cannot  pretend  as  we  hdfve  no  knowledge  of  him  or  his  pro? 
eeedings  untall  that  he  was  with  us  Confined,  but  if  he  his  noi  sei 
ut  Liberty  before  this. comes  to  hand  we  bope  your  hoppurs. will 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  888-898.  ■  "' 
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show  him  Lenity,  remaining  niih  humble  respeet  to  jour  bcMtf* 
able  board|  we  are  joor  honoars  verj  humble  senrtB., 

Jno.  JoNXSy  Jambs  KiaoHT, 

Thomas  Gboysb,  Robert  Glat, 

his 
Wm.  ^  Thomas,  William  Hobbisox. 

mark. 
AdamEopsb, 
Hali&z,  NoYa  Scotia,  SOih  Deo'r,  1786. 
I  So  Oertify  that  the  above  is  real  as  witness  my  Hand. 

J.  RiDGWAT, 


PbTITIOH  BSSPEOTINa  A  BOAD  IK  N.  L.,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  Biehard  Penn,  BsquirSi  Ueutenant  OeroiMV} 

&0.,  and  the  Oouneil  of  the  Prorinoe  of  PennsyWania. 

The  Petition  of  diTera  Inhabitants  of  the  Oity  and  Comitf  of 

Philadelphia 

Bespeotfiilly  sheweth. 

That  in  pursnance  of  an  Older  of  the  Ooreraor  and  Coandl « 
Bead  hath  been  lately  laid  out  from  the  Southernmost  line  of  I^nd 
belonging  to  the  Estate  of  William  Masters,  Esq.,  Deoeased,  to  tlM 
Germantown  Boad }  that  the  same  is  well  made  and  will  soon  be 
opened  for  the  Use  of  the  Publio. 

That  the  old  Publio  Boad,  laid  out  upwards  of  Sixty  yeanagq, 
from  Fourth  Street  to  the  plaoe  where  the  said  new  Boad  begins,  a 
yery  much  out  of  Bepair,  mmI  that  the  Stiperviaow  of  the  HigbviJ 
(as  your  Petitionisrs  are  informed)  would  haye  repaired  it,  if  tbe 
Fenees  hid  been  plaeed  agreeable  to  the  Cou^rses  of  the  said  Bow* 
but  some  of  them  stand  yery  Irregular,  as  appears  by  a  Dntogbt 
hereunto  annexed,*  in  whioh  the  dotted  fines  represent  the  Oou** 
of  the  Boad  and  the  black  lines  the  Fenoes  as  they  now  stand. 

That  the  said  Old  Boad  oannot  be  properly  repaired  ontil  tb* 
Fenees  ax^made  agreeable  to  the  Courses  thereof,  and  as  the  Own^is 
of  Land  bounded  by  the  said  Boad  may  differ  in  sentiments  respeotinc 
the  said  Courses,  xour  Petitioners  Pray  the  Board  will  be  piesMd 
to  appoint  Men  to  reyiew  the  sud  Boad  and  ascertain  the  Coiine< 
thereof.  And  that  the  Superrisors  of  the  Highway  for  the  Nortbert 
puberties  may  be  ordered  to  alter  the  Fences  in  such  manner  as  tbe 
said  men,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  direct  Or  that  the  Board  will 
be  pleased  to  take  such  other  Measures  as  to  them  shall  seem  msety 

*  The  plan  here  referred  to  is  attached  to  this  docmnenty  bat  canaot  f  «U 
be  introduoed. 
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ftnr  seearing  ttf  ibe  PaMie  ihe  free  and  ftiU  use  of  the  tuM  Botd^ 
Btxtj  feel  wide,  « it  wm  originallj  kid  o«t 


Bdw.  Peningteiii 
Thomas  Moore, 
Bam.  Hopkins, 
Leon.  Sxfbwdon, 
Ghafl.  Moore, 
John  Bayard, 
Wm.  Shippen, 
Jaoob  Barge^ 
William  PoMey, 
John  Odonheimer, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Plan.  Fleeson, 
Jno.  Kaigbne, 
Thos.  LawrencOji 
Sam.  Mifflin, 
Joshua  Howell, 
Ghecttge  Wesoott, 
Peter  Debaven, 
William  Robinsoni 
Willing  Hall, 
Beynold  Keen, 
Uriah  Woolman, 
Bob.  Erwin, 
Bichard  Jones, 


O.  G.  Whelpper, 
Jesse  Maris, 
Benj.  Shoemaker, 
Nath.  Falconer, 
G<eorge  Reinhart, 
Joseph  Watkins, 
John  Thomson, 
Christ"  Lehman, 
Samnel  Robeson, 
John  Graff, 
Abraham  Gariile, 
Edward  Simmons, 
John  Zeller, 
Rich.  Edwards, 
Sam.  San9om,  Jr., 
Fran.  Wade, 
John  Oheyalier, 
David  Potts, 
Daniel  Montgomeiy^ 
Warwick  Coats, 
Jere.  Warder, 
Joshua  Emlen, 
Joseph  Swift, 
James  Riddle, 


Jme  1st,  1778.* 
George  Mifflin, 
Jo.  Hillbom, 
Tfao.  Mifflin, 
Tho.  Wbarton, 
William  Fisher, 
Henry  Drinker, 
Dan.  Beneaet, 
R.  Strettell  Jones, 
Tho.  Paschall, 
Wm.  Henry, 
Hugh  Roberts, 
Wm.  Coats,  Jr., 
JoJ^  Parrisb, 
Sam.  Preston  Moore, 
Sam.  Barge, 
Thos.  Say, 
John  Parroat, 
Wm.  Wishart, 
Davis  Bassett, 
Jno.  Haworth, 
John  Coats, 
Isaac  Coats, 
Charles  Meredith. 


Coil.  HuBiiKY  TO  Pres.  Rbed,  1779. 

Fort  Sallivan,  on  Tioga  branch, 

Angast  24th,  1779.  , 
Sir, 

The  present  opportunity  offering,  I  conld  not  ommlt  writing  to  yoar 
fizcellency  in  behalf  of  my  officers  respecting  their  Commissions.f 

The  arrangement  was  transmitted  to  your  Blcellency  by  Qen'l 
SulliYan  some  time  since.  As  it  was  mutually  agreed  to  by  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Regiment,  I  make  no  doubt  it  has  met  with  your 
Excellency's  &  the  Hon.  Body  over  which  you  preside,  approbation. 
Doctor  Rogers,  the  bearer  hereof,  will  return  to  ns  immediately 
aeain ;  I  beg  you  will  please  to  forward  the  Commiesions  by  him, 
wlioh  will  be  most  particularly  acknowledged  by  the  Gentlemen. 

Since  my  last  (from  this  place)  nothing  material  happened,  ex- 
oepting  the  arrival  of  Genl.  Clinton  from  OuagOf  situate  on  the 
Head  waters  of  Sosquehannah,  w  ^  abont  1400  a&otiw  men.  Since 
the  forming  the  jnnotion,  the  Aipiy  reeeiyed  orders  to  hold  them* 

«  See  Col.  Rao ,  Vol.  X.,  p.  87.    Men  were  appointed  to  review  it. 
t  Bee  VoL  VIL,  p.  667. 


fttW^t  ih  veftdinfoft  for  i  viftfob  m  to^momnr  iiiaiv«f--to  U  pw^ 
yided  with  30  dajs's  piioviBioiifl.  Tbe  w«iifc  of  ikk  Aitiofei  iog^iihm 
w*^  wilb  tho  waa4  of  doathiog,  Ac.,  I  presume  is  the  caiue  of  our 
making  .to  short  an  Exoarsipo  (80  i^fs)  tbfo'  the  ladiaii  Goankij. 
Ito  jadgedy  as  very  fev  of  the  Sav«ge$  are  aeen  near  Uua  plaee,  tkej 
are  gatbeiiiig  in  some  part  qt  their  Ooantrji  and  maj  praliabfy  ipva 
OS  somQ  opposition.  • 

SinQo  oar  arrival  here  wq  bays  ereoted  «  Fort,  (Fort  SaUitan.) 
A  garrison  of  260  aMn  will  be  left  daring  oar  exoarstoo  thio'  the 
Seneoa  Goontry. 

For  further  news,  I  beg  leave  to  reCor  yoar  Ezcellenoy  to  the 
Doctor,  who  will  be  able  to  give  joa  averj  particular  aoooont  of  tkt 
sitaation  of  a&iks  in  this  quarter. 

My  ojieen  and  men,  who  were  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  13th^ 
at  Cheung,  are  all  likely  \q  do  well.* 

I  an^  with  the  greatest  respeet| 

Tour  Ezcelly's  most  Dbdt  serVl, 

AD'JI  HUBLBT,  Lt.  Col.  Oom't 

IIP.  Bfis'L 
Dtreoted, 

His  Ezcellency  Joseph  Beed^  Eaqr.,  Presid't  of  the  State  of 
Penna./  Philadelphia. 

Favord  ^  Dav'd  Begers. 


Rev.  James  Spboia  TaCouNOiL,  1780. 
To  the  Bon'ble  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Qentlemeiry 

-  Bf  a  resolve  of  Congress,  Novembei  26, 1779,— Cloathing  was 
granted  for  officers  ia  the  medical  staff,  and  being  signed  by  tho 
pireotor  Genl.,  such  cloathing  should  be  deliver^!,  either  by  the 
clothier  Afsn'l  or  any  sub-clothier  in  tbe  State  in  which  the  officer  to 
90ceivo  oToathiog  shall  r^de. 

And  whereas  the  sub-clothier  of  this  State^  cannot  issue  any 
^loathing  without,  an  order  from  joar  hon'ble  Board,  it  is  eamestlj 
^ired  that  your  Hon'r  would'issue  an  order  to  the  sab-clothier 
of  this  State,  to  deliver  such  cloathing  as  is  spedfied  by  resolve  of 
GoDgresSy  to  me. 

JAMES  SPBOAT;  G.  H.  Chap., 

Philad'a;  Hiirch  Gth^  1780i 

»  Bse  Vol.  m,  p.  667. 
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Arbanqbmint  of  the  Pennsylyanja  Line,  January  17^  1781. 

'  6«Denl  Officers  in  aetnal  service  at  the  time  of  tbis  anaoge«ienti»r 

Major  General. 
Arthur  St.  Qlur,  Oommissionedy  Feb.  19, 1777 

Brigadier  Generals. 
Anthony  Wajne,  Feb.  21,  1777 

William  Irvine,  Maj  12, 1779 

N.B.  The  Arrangement  of  the  Artillery  not  haying  oome  to  hand, 
is  necessarily  omitted. 

Segiment  of  Cavalry  annexed  to  the  line  bf  this  Slatoi '  ' ,   • 

Colonel. 

Jan.  8, 1777 
[claims  rank  by  Brevet,  from  June  5^  177^ 

Lieutenant  ColoncA.  « 


Stephen  Moylan, 


Major. 
OaptoioB. 


Lieutenants. 


(Benjamin  Temple, 
Moffe  yatmtteroy, 

1  David  Hopkins, 

2  John  Heard, 
8  John  Craig,. 

4  Zeb.  Pike,  ^ 

5  Larken  Smith, 

6  Henry  Willis, 

1  Drasmus  Gill, 
St  Thomad  Overton, 
8  Laurence  Trant, 
,  4  Jobn  Sullivan, 
6  Jonah  Hallet, 

Thomas  H.  M'Calla, 
'Joseph  Thompson, 

William  Thompson, 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN,  Col.  Com.  Jf  A   . 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  25, 1781,  ... 

*  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  725,  for  a  return  of  the  officers  of  this  line  Jan.  L 
17S1  -     '    '- 


Lieutenant  and  Surgeon. 
Surgeon^s  Mate. 
Biding  Master. 


Marohdl,177T 

Angnst  1, 1779 

Jan.  21, 1777 

Feb,  8  1778 

Deo.  22, 1778 

Deo.  25, 1778 

August' 1, 17T9 

Deo  22;  1780 

Dec,  25,  1778 
July  1,1779 
Oct.  1,  1779 
Oct.  1,  1779 
Oct.  2, 1779 
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FIB8T  RBQIBflNT. 

Colonel. 


Danid  Broadhead^ 


Thomas  Robinson, 


Major  James  MoorOi 


Commissioned  Sep.  29, 1776 


Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Major. 


Captains. 


1  John  Jhmd  (of  the  9th,) 

2  John  Clark  (of  the  Sth,) 
t  WilliAm  Wilson, 

4  Jaoob  Stake  (of  the  lOih,) 

5  l)aVid  Zeiffler, 

6  John  Steel  (of  the  lOth^ 

7  'EbeneEer  Carson  (of  the  10th,) 

8  John  MeClellan, 

9  Sdward  Burke  (of  the  11th,) 

SuBAiiXXEjrs. 
lieutenants. 

1  William  Feltman  (of  the  10th,) 

2  James  MoFarland, 

,  8  William  McDowell, 

4  Edward  Crawford, 

5  Joseph  Banks  (of  the  10th,) 

6  David  Hammond, 

7  Andrew  Johnston, 

8  Joseph  Collier, 

9  Francis  White  (of  the  10th,) 

10  B^bert  Martin,  (do.) 

11  Michael  Everlj,  (do.) 

12  James  Campbell, 

Bnsigns. 
18  Bobert  Nesbit,  (of  the  10th) 
14  James  Brooks,  ditto. 


John  Bogers, 


Surgeon. 


Surgeon's  Mate. 


John  Bague  (of  the  10th) 


June  7, 1777 


Septcm.  20, 1777 


Novem.  15,  1776 

Feb.  28,  17n 

Maroh2,  1777 

Nov.  12,  1777 

Dec.  8, 1778 

March  23, 1779 

AprU  1, 1779 

October,  1, 1779 

October  2, 1780 


Nov.  2, 1777 
March  21, 1778 
March  22, 1778 
March  23, 1778 

June  2, 1778 
Deo.  8, 1778 

May  12, 1779 

May  17, 1779 
August  2, 1779 

April  1, 1780 
ditto. 

July  11, 1780 


Sept.  15, 1780 
Sept  15, 1780 


August  19, 1778 
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SsooNB  RieiMBirr. 
Colonel. 


Walter  Stewart, 


Oommisaionedi  Junoi  17, 1777 


Lientenant-GoloneL 


Caleb  North  (of  the  9th,) 


Major. 


James  Hamilton^ 

Gaptaina. 

1  Joeeph  McClelland  (of  the  9th|) 

2  John  Baakaon, 
8  Samuel  Tolbert, 
4  John  Patterson, 

6  John  Pearson  (of  the  9th,) 

6  Joseph  Finley  (of  the  8th,) 

7  Andrew  Walker  (of  the  11th,) 

8  William  Lnsk  (of  the  7th,) 

9  Samoel  Kennedy  (of  the  7th,) 

Subalterns. 

LientenantB, 

1  Henry  Pferey, 

2  James  Whitehead, 

8  James  Morris  Jones, 

4  William  Moore, 

6  Enoch  Beeyes  (of  the  10th,) 

6  John  Waid  (of  the  8th,) 

7  John  Strieker, 

8  Heniy  D.  Porsell, 

Snsigas. 

9  William  Mnrren, 
19  John  6.  Tilden, 

11  Antoine  D.  Marcellin, 

12  George  Le  Boy, 

13  lieutenant  John  Stotsberty, 

Sargeon. 
Benjamin  Perry, 

SiirgeonVMafes* 

Bobert  Harris, 

Third  Bxceimuit. 


October  23, 1777 

Deo.  10, 1778 

July  15, 1776 

Sept.  25, 1776 

October  2,  1776 

Jan.  1, 1777 

Sept.  7, 1777 

October,  20, 1777 

Jan.  23, 1778 

May  12, 1779 

April  17, 1780 


Mareh  12, 1777 

March  12, 1777 

Mareh  12, 1777 

April  10, 1777 

Mareh  1, 1778 

April  2, 1779 

May  1,1779 

Sept.  8, 1779 

May  19, 1779 

May28,1779 

Sept.  21, 1779 

Sepl.  21, 177A 


July  10, 1777 
August  1, 1777 


Thomas  Craig, 


ColoneL 

CommisBioned,  August  1, 1777 


m 
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JoBiali  Harmer, 
WSliam  Alexander, 


Majan 
Captains. 


*  1  Barnes  Cbristiei 
2  Inaac  B.  Dunn, 
9:Jj^mtemoe  ^Keene,    (of  the  11th,) 

4  Georse  McCnllj, 

5  Abraham  G.  Claypoole,    (of  the  11th,) 

6  William  ^roat,    (ofthe4tb,) 
'  7  J^ohn  Henaerson, 

8  John  MarAall, 
;  9  Saibael  Brady,    (of  the  8th,) 

BUBALTVBNB. 

Lientenanis. 

'  1  paniel  St.  Clair, 
'  2  PereiTal  Butler, 

8  BhiokaU  W.  Ball, 

4  Andrew  Engle, 

6  James  Pettigrew      (of  Che  11,) 
.  6  Jdhn  Armstrong, 
'  7  lUchurd  Follerton, 

8  John  Wigtonn, 

9  Peter,  Smith, 

10  Jacob  Whitzel    (of  the  11th,) 

11  Robert  Allison,    (of  the  11th, 

-12  FisairoiB  Thombnry    (of  the  llih,) 
iia  Samnel  Bead    (of  the  11th,) 

JSoiigil. 

Snrgeon. 

SargeonWate. 

FOUBTH   ReQIMXNT. 


't4  Peter  Gonningham, 
AlWPiej?  Stewart, 
Robert  Wharrj, 


June  6, 1777 

April  17,  1780 

Angosl  9, 1776 

October  4,  1776 

Jin.  12, 1777 

October  20,  1777 

June  10, 1778 

Way  12, 1779 
August  18, 1779 
August  2, 1779 


ApTill,17T7 

Sept  1,  17T7 

Sept  11, 1778 

Dec.  20, 1778 

April  13, 1779 

May  12, 1779 

May  12, 1779 

Angflst  18, 1779 

ADgast  13, 1779 

March  11, 1780 

Maroh  16, 1780 

May  26, 1780 

Oot  2, 1780 


Jnly,  1, 1779 

October  16, 1779 

Jnne  20, 1778 


Lieutenigit-Ooloi^  C<Niimandant 
Y^^piapi  BntlBf,  Commissioned  Jan.  22, 1779 

Majors* 

Frederick  Yemon    (of  the  8th)  June  7, 1777 

.B?an  ^dwardi    (of  the  Utb,, )  Dea  16, 1778 
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C*pteiii8.    "^ 

'  1  BeDJamia  Fishbooni,  Jui.  8, 1777 

2  John  Alexander,    (of  the  7th,  )  Haieh  20, 1777 

8  Alezan<ier  Parker    (of  the  7th,)  March,  20, 1777 

4  Samnel  Montgomery    (of  the  7th)  ditto^ 

6  Andrew  Iryine    (of  the  7th,)  ditto. 

6  James  Oamahan    (of  the  8th,)  April  18, 1777 

7  Henry,  Becker,  May  15, 1778 

8  William  Henderson,  May  16, 1778 

9  Thomas  GampheU,  Jan.  1|  1781 

SUBAUIBNS. 

Lieutenants. 

1  Samuel  Brison    (of  the  7th,)  Maroh  20, 1777 

2  James  M'Miohael  (of  the  7th,)  June,  20, 1777 
8  Garret  Stidiford,  October  12, 1  '77 
4  George  Blewer,  May  16, 1778 
6  Erourius  Beatty,  June  2, 1778 

6  Peter  Summers,  June  2, 1778 

7  George  Boss,  June  4, 1778 

8  Robert  Pebles    (of  the  7th,)  April  15, 1779 

9  James  Millegan    (of  the  7th,)  April  16, 1779 

10  John  McCulTam    (of  the  7th,)  ditto. 

11  John  Hughes    (of  the  7th,)  April  25, 1779 

12  Wilder  Beyins,  May  11, 1779 
18  John  Pratt, 

14  Henry  Henly,  Jany.  1,  1780.* 

Bnsign. 

15  Andrew  Henderson,  July  4, 1779 

Surgeon. 
William  Magaw,  June  15, 1775 

Surgeon's-Mate. 
John  Wilkin, 

FlVTH  RSGIMENT. 

Oolonel. 
Richard  Butler,  Commissioned  June  7,  1777 

IJeutenant-Golonel. 
Frauds  Mentges,  October  9,  1778 

Major. 

Thomas  Ld.  Moore,  May^l2,  1779 

*  This  date  Is  written  and  not  printed  as  the  rest  are. 
81* 
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1  TkNnsB.B(nM,    (oftbeOth) 

2  BeoJMBiB  BaitlioloiMW, 
8  John  Clnistie, 

4  ammwd  Smith, 

5  1mm  Seel  J, 

6  Thomas  Krade, 

7  John  Fmlej,        (of  the  8th) 

8  Job  Yernon. 

9  WiUim  Yftnlear,        (of  the  9th) 


SOBAUriRNB. 

lientenaoti. 


1  JjmQjimA, 

2  John  Harper, 

3  George  North, 

d  Jamea  M'Gnlloiigh, 

5  Andrew  LjiUe, 

6  John  M'Sannej, 

7  David  Marshall, 

•  8  Ephraim  Booglas, 
9  Edward  Rntter, 

10  John  Bigham, 

11  Abner  M.  Dnnn, 

12  Benjamin  Marshall, 

13  Llewellyn  Davie 

14  Nathaniel  Smith, 

15  David  M'Knight, 


(rf  the  9th) 

(of  the  9th) 
(of  the  9th) 

(of  the  9th) 

(of  the  9th) 
(of  the  9th) 
(of  the  9tfi) 

Ensigns. 


16  James  Gilchrist, 

17  Joseph  Irwin, 

18  Joseph  Keed, 

James  Davidson, 
Biohard  Allison, 

Biohard  Hampton, 
Stephen  Bajard, 


Snrgeon. 
Sargeon's  Mate. 

SxxxH  Baomnv 

Colonel. 

Oomouarioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Sept  2,1776 
Oat «,  1776 

Get  SS,  1776 
Maieh  1,1777 
Sept  ftO,  1777 
SeptSS,  ITH 

Oct  22, 1777 
June  13,  1779 

Oct  10^  1779 


Jin.  1, 1777 
ditto 


£tto 
Jin.  20, 1777 
Haich  18, 1778 
Nov.  5,  1778 
Jan.  20, 1779 
Jan.  28, 1779 
Feb.  1, 1779 
May  81, 1779 
June  18, 1779 
AnguBt  10, 1779 
ditto 
ditto 


Jdy  1,1779 
July  20, 1780 
Jnly2O,n80 

April  5, 1777 
Match  16, 1778 

Oetolwr  1,1776 
Sept  28, 1777 
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Jamee  Qtier, 


Major. 


Oaptaina. 


1  John  Dojle, 

2  Walter  FiDDey, 

3  Bobert  Wilkin, 

4  George  Bash,        (of  the  llth) 
6  Jacob  Humphrey, 

6  Jacob  Bowie, 

7  John  Crawford,        (oftheStli) 

8  Robert  Patton,        (of  the  10th) 

9  Jeremiah  JaokBOtti        (of  the  llth) 

Subalterns. 


Lientenanta. 


1 
2 
8 
4 
6 


(Captain  Bre?ett) 


Edward  Hotendeni 
James  Oibboosy 
James  Okntworth, 
Benjamin  Lodge, 
Stewart  Herbert, 

6  John  M ahon        (of  the  llth) 

7  James  F.  M'Pherson, 

8  Samuel  Morrison,        (of  the  llth) 

9  Thomas  Doyle, 

10  John  Maoleland, 

11  William  Huston, 

Second  Lieatenant 

12  Edward  Spear, 

Ensigns. 

18  Thomas  Dnngan, 

14  Sanky  Dixon, 

16  John  Humphrey, 

16  John  Yanconrt,        (of  the  10th) 

Snrgeon. 
Surgeon's  Mate. 


John  McDowell, 

Esekial  Downey, 

I  do  Certify,  that  the  fere( 
whieh  they  are  Arranged  in  tl 


Oclab«r28,  1777 


July  16,  1776 

August  10,  177« 

October  10,  1776 

Jan.  18,  1777 

Feb.  15,  1777 

ditto 

August  10,  1779 

March  1,  1780 

Manih  16,  1780 


Fab.  15,  1777 

ditto 

ditto 

Ostober  11,  1777 

Jan.  9,  1778 

June  1,  1778 

Jan.  15,  1779 

Feb.  18,  1779 

March  15,  1779 

July  1,  17T9 

Feb.  24,  1780 

Feb.  7,  1778 


June  2,  1778 
August  26,  1774^ 
ditto 
Sept.  16,  1780 


Feb.  6,  1778 

Sep.  11,  1780 

oittg  Ust  of  Officers,  is  the  manner  m 
e  Six  Beginwits  of  Infsiitry,  belonging 
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to  the  Bute  of  PemMyliraiik;  t<^Uier  with  thmr  Bank  and  Bita 
of  ComiDissioiit. 

OiTOB  ai  Tranto&i  this  20th  day  of  Jannaiy,  1781. 

ANTHONY  WAYNE,  B-  G. 


Plan  and  iKfiTBUcrioNS  fob  RscBuniKa  thb  PximsYi/- 

VAKIA  LiNB, 

Philadelphia,  Janoarj  22, 1781. 
Firti,  There  are  to  be  8e?en  plaoea  of  Begisontal  rendeifOMy 

▼ML, 

The  regimoBt  of  artillery,  at  Newtown, 

Tne  First  regiment  of  infimtrji  at  Torktown, 

Second        do.  at  Yellowqving^ 

Third  do.  at  Eastoo, 

Fourth         do.  at  Carlisle} 

Fifth  do.  at  Beading, 

Sixth  do.  at  Lebanon. 

Philadelphia  not  to  be  a  regioQental  rendeivoaa  for  any  regiment, 
bat  open  to  reeruiting  parties,  nnder  the  direoticm  of  Gdonel 
Nichok;  and  the  reoraiting  at  the  regimental  rendeirona  to  be 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  commanding  field  officer  preeent.  A 
field  officer  of  each  regiment  to  reside  at  the  regimental  rendesroas, 
which  is  to  be  the  qnarters  of  the  officers  of  the  regimenta,  ai^  in 
which  die  recmits  are  io  collect;  and  from  whioh  partiea  are  to 
march,  as  the  regiment  fills,  to  the  diyision  or  brigade  rendeirooa, 
appointed  by  General  Washington,  or  the  commanding  officer  <rf 
the  Une.  At  which  place  another  field  officer  is  to  attend,  to  reoeiYe 
the  parties  as  they  arrive. 

J&oandfyf  The  bounty  money  to  be  deposited  in  the  bands  of 
some  civil  magistrate,  or  other  person  appointed  by  the  Preddent 
or  Vice  President  in  Council,  at  such  places  as  they  nuy  diree^ 
who  is  to  make  pavment  to  every  recruit  brought  or  sent  to  him  by 
any  officer,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor ;  his  mlistment  being  first 
duly  signed,  and  his  attestation  taken,  according  to  the  form  herein- 
after  prescribed.  And  in  order  to  avoid  cause  of  future  complaint, 
everv  recruit  to  sign  a  duplicate  inlistment,  receipt,  and  atteatatioo ; 
of  which,  one  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  President  or  Vice  President 
in  Council,  the  other  to  remain  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  to  which  such  soldier  shall  belong. 

Thirdly  J  For  the  sake  of  recruiting  each  of  the  Begimenta  with 


impartiality  at  Philadelphia,  Col.  Nichola  to  ensage  as  many  of  the 
old  soldiers  as  are  willmg  to  enlist,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
Tbtj  are  to  inlist  in  the  Pennqrivania  line,  and  at  tlM  time  of  attes- 
tation, the  recruit  to  chose  the  reffiment  in  which  he  will  serve,  to 
aome  officer  of  which  regiment^  Colonel  Nichola  is  to  deliver  him  is 
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iooii  as  MbeMf  and  when  the  number  of  Beeraite  in  any  legfanent 
amonnte  to  twenty-fiyei  they  are  to  be  marohed  out  of  town  to  the 
leginental  vendesTonSi  and  not  to  return  again,  bnt  by  q^ecial  leayoi 
.on  pain  of  beii^  taken  up  and  poniahed  as  deaerten. 

PottrMyj  Those  who  are  oontinned  in  the  sernooy  and  those  who 
shall  now  reinlist,  shall  be  first  settled  with  for  their  arrears  and 
depredation,  for  which  purpose  the  aaditors  will  attend  the  regimental 
or  diyision  rendezvous,  as  shall  be  most  eonyenienti  or  as  the  same 
shall  be  directed  by  the  President  or  Vice-President  in  Oonncil. 

Fi/thljfj  The  doathing  for  the  troops  to  be  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  vis.  To  those  who  have  oontinned  in  the  service, 
or  who  shall  now  reinlist  at  the  regimental  or  division  rendeivoa% 
as  the  President  or  Vice-President  in  Council  shall  direct;  the  time 
of  delivery,  to  be  as  speedy  as  possible,  and  not  exceed  the  fifteenth 
of  March. 

In  i;ecmiting  the  said  regiments,  the  officers  are  strictly  to  conform  to 
the  fallowing  instructions,  and  to  be  answerable  out  of  their  own  pay,  . 
for  any  loss  the  publio  may  sustain,  by  breach  of  any,  or  either  of 
them. 

Firstly f  Ton  are  not  to  inlist,  on  any  pretence,  any  deserters  from 
the  British  army,  or  any  soldier  now  belon^ng  to  any  regiment, 
troop  or  company  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly,  Tou  are  carefully  to  examine  every  recruit,  before  he 
receives  his  bounty  money,  tp  see  that  he  has  no  rupture,  lameness, 
or  disorder,  that  may  render  him  incapable  of  doing  soldiers  duty. 

I%irdlyf  When  such  recruits  shall  have  engaged,  you  are  to  take 
or  send  him  to  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, who  finding  him  to  be  sober,  and  having  read  to  him  the 
form  of  the  inlistment,  receipt  and  attestation,  is  to  cause  such  recruit 
to  sign  the  said  inlistment,  and  receipt,  and  then  to  administer  to 
him  the  oath  hereinafter  men  tionedj^  which  attestation,  inlistment, 
and  receipt,  the  justice  shall  witness,  and  also  to  cause  duplicates  to 
be  signed,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  officer  before  mentioned,  and 
send  the  originals  to  the  Suju^me  Executive  Oouncil,  as  before 
directed. 

Ibwthfyf  As  an  encouragement  to  such  recruit  immediately  to 
inlist,  he  shall,  over  and  above  the  pay  and  rations  allowed  by  Con- 
gress, be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  nine  pounds  state  money : — one 
3iird  thereof  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  his  attestation ;  one  third 
within  one  month  after,  and  the  remainder  on  the  first  of  May ;  to 
one  suit  of  regimentals  annually,  three  shirto,  four  pair  of  shoes,  one 
hat,  two  pair  of  overalls,  and  200  acres  of  land,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  war. 

Fi/Myf  (Forms  of  enlistments  and  receipts.^ 

Sixthly y  The  officer  engaging  any  dischargea  soldier  as  a  recruit, 
and  the  justice  attesting  him,  to  cause  his  discbarge  to  be  delivered 
up  and  destroyed,  and  no  furlough  to  be  allowed  any  soldier,  until 
he  arrives  at  the  regimental  rendesvous. 
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S^nenAfyy  IWf  ottoer  ftppohited  to  iimi 
mftiidiiig  officer  of  ibe  fegtnaiity  engftghig  a  i 
to  be  ddy  alteeted  before  nj  one  ef  Ike  j« 
sball  be  entiUed  to  two  dollan  speoie  or  stale  money,  aa  ki 
Reeniita  engaged  ia  Pbikdelpliia  under  CoL  Niehola'a 
alwaya  esoeptdl. 

^hMy,  Aa  eonmiflnriee  are  esfeabllabed  at  tha  aevenl  plaeeB  of 
vettdevrooey  where  tbe  reomtiDg  and  attesting  the  men  wiU  be 
prinoipallj  performed,  lAiere  will  be  no  allowanee  for  rabaiatanea 
money,  but  tbe  offioers  and  men  provided  with  rationa,  aa  nsnaL 

Ninthly f  To  prevent  impositions,  by  reoraits  inUstini^  in  diflhrBBiC 
regiment8-*-in  ease  any  reomit  shall  desert  after  being  attested, 
adTertisements  deseribing  snob  reemit  to  be  immediately  aent  to  iht 
aereral  plaoes  of  rendesyons,  and  put  np  in  tbe  moat  pnblle  ^aoea 
of  the  oonnty,  ofTering  the  reward  allowed  by  the  Aot  of  AaKmbly, 
'TIS.,  Twenty  shillings  in  epeoie,  to  be  paid  by  CMonel  Niehoia,  at 
Philadelpbia,  or  eitner  of  the  above  jnstiooB  elswhere,  and  tbe  law 
lo  be  pat  in  faree  against  all  those  harbonrin^  them,  by  wbieli  sneh 
QiTender  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  pounds  specie  for  eveij  offeneei  to 
be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace. 

JOSEPH  SEED,  PhsfuZmt* 


Gov.  LiviNasTON,  of  Nbw  Jibsey,  to  V.  P.  Moore,  1782, 

Trenton,  27  April,  1782. 
'Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  hononr  of  writing  to  your  EzceUanev  yasterdayf 
oonoeming  Gapt.  Whito,  I  have  reoeived  a  Return  of  the  PiiaoQen 
taken  by  Oapt  Hyler,  among  whom  Bobert  White  ia  oaa  * 
returned  as  Captain  of  the  Cutter,  &  I  have  authentic  proof  that  ha 
is  the  very  man  whom  you  want.  But  unfortanately,  all  those 
Prisoneis  were  immediately  sent  on  by  Capt  Hyler  to  the  Comis- 
sary  of  Prisoners  at  Eliiabethtown,  and  (the  Enemy  having 
^peatlv  the  advantage  of  us  in  the  number  ot  marine  PrisoMn; 
immediately  sent  to  New  York  for  exchange. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect  and  attachment^ 
your  BxeeUeno/s  most  obedient^ 

&  very  humble  Servant 

WIL.  LIVINQSTOir. 
Dtrtded, 

His  Bxcellency,  William  Hooie,  Esqr. 

»  The  foregoing  list,  &c.,  is  Uken  firom  a  small  printed  pampUetlntcaM 
«t  tha  tfnia  probabi j  for  cironlation  among  the  officers. 
t  Sea  Vol,  IX.,  p.  681. 
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MCMOBIAL  07  THX  JlWlSH  CONOBSGATIOH  Of    PhILJlDXL»IA. 

1782. 

We  tbe  Preeident  and  BepreBentatiTes  of  the  Jewish  Oongre- 
lAtioD  in  this  oity^  hnmbly  beg  leave  to  approach  his  Excellenoy  the 
President  bis  Honour  the  Vice  President  and  the  Honourable  the 
Exeontiye  Cooncil  of  the  oommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  oongregation  of  Mikve  Israel  /"Iraelitoe)  in  this  city,  having 
erected  a  plaoe  of  pnblick  worship  which  they  intend  to  oonseoiate 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  Ood  to  morrow  afternoon  and. 

As  they  have  ever  professed  themselves  liettc  subjects  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  have  always  acted 
agreeable  theretO|  they  Hnmbly  Grave  the  Protection  and  Connte- 
nonce  of  the  Chief  Magistrates  in  this  State  to  give  Sanction  to  their 
desiffn^  and  will  deem  themselves  highly  Honoured  by  their  Presenee 
In  the  Svnagogue  whenever  they  judge  proper  to  fkvour  them. 

The  doors  will  be  opened  at  3  o'clock  and  the  ^service  will  eon^ 
tinne  'till  seven. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  day  of  consecration  was  the  sole  cause  of 
having  delayed  this  matter  'till  now,  but  earnestly  hope  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  lata. 

With  Prayers  to  the  God  of  Israel  for  the  safety  of  the  United 
Btaites  in  General  and  this  commonwealth  in  particular  we  are^ 
Gentlemen,  most  Bespeotfnllyj 
and  Host  devotedly, 

In  behalf  of  the  congregaiioni 

JONAS  PHILLIPS,  PresidenI, 
MIOHABL  GRATZ, 
SOL.  MARACHE, 
SOLM.  MYERS  COHEN, 
SIMON  NATHAN. 
Philadelphia,  12th  September,  1782."^ 
In  dorudj 

1782,  September  12th,  from  the  President  &  others  representing 
the  Congregation  of  Jews  in  the  City,,  their  address  to  the  President 
and  Council,  read  in  Council  and  ordered  to  be  filed.f 

*  The  building,  alluded  to  in  tbe  foregoing,  was  no  doubt  the  Unrt  syna- 
gogae  erected  in  this  city — on  Cherry  street  betireen  Third  and  Fourth — and 
which  in  1824,  gaTO  plaoe  to  the  present  more  spacious  and  elegant  house  of 
worship.    There  are  now  five  synagogues  in  this  city. 

t  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  867. 
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BnoBT  OF  Ssc't  to  OosaRiBs  ox  BimnTX  STBm^ 

1786. 


By  the  United  States  in  OongresB  UMoibled. 

Jannizy  %  1786. 
Ordered^ 

That  the  Seeretaiy  of  CongreeB  report  the  nomber  of  Stutee 
whioh  have  eomjplied  in  whole  or  in  part  with  the  reTonne  ayBtem 
of  April  18, 1783  ; — the  reeommendation  of  GongreM  of  the  kum 
date,  for  an  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  artides  of  eonfedetation ; 
and  the  aot  of  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  reoommending  t^e  Testing 
of  certatn  oommennal  powers  in  Oongresss. 

Office  of  Seeretary  of  GongiesSi  Jan.  4, 1786. 
In  obedienoe  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  the  Seoretaiy  of  Congress 

Thi^  the  vsTenne  system  of  the  18th  April,  1783^  consists  of 
two  parts. 

First^  a  recommendation  to  the  states  to  invest  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levy  for  the  nae;  of  the 
United  States,  oertain  duties  upon  goods  imported  into  the."  said 
states,  from  any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  to  be  applied  ta 
the  duobaige  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  debts  oontnoted 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  Stat^  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of 
16th  December,}!  782,  and  not  to  be  continued  for  a  longer  term 
than  twenty-five  years.  The  collectors  of  the  duty  to  be  appointed 
by  the  states  respectively,  but  when  appointed,  to  be  ameni^le  to, 
and  removable  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  asBembled  alona. 
And  in  case  any  state  shall  not  make  such  appointment  within  one 
month  after  notice  given  for  that  purpose,  the  appointment  may  bo 
made  by  the  United  States  in  Congress. assembled. 

With  this  part  of  the  act,  the  following  States  have  complied. 

New-Hampshire,  by  aot  of  1st  and  2d  January,  1784. 

Massachusetts,     by  do.      30th  October,    1783. 

Connecticut,         by  do.  May,  1784. 

New-Jersey,         by  do.      11th  June,         1783. 

Pennsylvania,       by  do.      23d  September,  1783. 

Yirginia,  by  do.  'October,      1783.  oh.  81. 

North-Carolina,    by  do.  June,  1784. 

North-Carolina,    by  do.      2lBt  March,       1784. 

Rhode-Island,  in  the  Session  of  their  legislature,  in  the  spring  cf 
1785,  passed  an  act  for  levying  the  duties  pointed  out  by  Congrea^ 
but  have  therein  enacted,  that  the  collectors  shall  be  appoint^  by 
and  amenable  to  their  general  assembly ;  and  that,  of  the  mcmey 
arising  from  the  duties,  a  certain  sum,  vis. :  8000  dollars,  shall  be 
appropriated  in  their  treasury,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
that  states  proportion  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  Stately  and 


|uud  to  the  order  of  Congress;  and  thai  the  anrploflof  theJutiei^ 
and  the  amount  of  other  iasea  ordered  by  the  said  aoi^  shall  b^ 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  internal  debt  of 
ioe  United  States  due  within  that  state.  This  act  to  take  effect 
iirhen  the  other  States  in  the  union  agree  to  the  said  impost  to  the 
acceptation  of  Congress,  and  have  provided  other  adequate  funds 
/or  oompleting  their  quota  of  1^500,000  dollars^  according  to  the 
jequisition  of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783 ;  but  with  thi^ 
jproviso,  and  upon  this  express  conditioo — "  that  no  duties  shall  be 
collected  upon  articles  imported  into  any  state,  upon  which  the  6ai4 
duties  have  been  paid  in  any  other  state ;  and  that  no  duty  shall  be 
imposed  by  any  oae  state  upon  the  citizeBS  of  anotlifer  .st^te, 
either  upon  imported  articles  having  paid  the  duties  as  aforesaid,  or 
upon  any  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  pf  the 
United  States. 

The  state  of  Marrlandj  in  June,  1782,  pursuant  to  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  3d  und  7th  of  February,  1781,  passed  **  An  (tct  to 
authorise  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  imported  foreign  goods,  and  on  all 
prizes  and  prize  goods,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
Congress  durmg  the  ^ar :" — And  in  the  November  session,  1784, 
^ir  lei^lature  passed  a  svpplemenb  to  tbeafonemeotioned  met, 
thereby  it  should  take  effect  as  soon  as  twelve  states,  including  thai 
state^  vested  Congress  with  similar  powers ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  have  passed  an  act  pursuant  to  the  reeommendatioa  0f 
'Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783. 

Delaware,  it  is  said,  has  passed  an  aot  conformable  to  the  recom- 
mendation above  mentioned ;  but  no  official  information  thereof  hafi 
.jBi  been  transsiitted  to  this  office  or  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  second  part  of  the  revenue  system  of  the  18th  of  April, 
.1783,  consists  of  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states  to  establisl^ 
for  a  term  limited  to  twenty -five  years,  and  to  appropriate  to  tb^ 
^discharge  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  supporting  the  war,  substsntial 
and  effectual  revenues,  of  such  nature  as  they  may  judge  most  cott- 
:v0Dieflt|  U^  supplying  their  vespemtive  profortions  <S  )^,$()0^00 
,daUaYB|  fomually,  ezclosive  of  the  aforementioned  duties. 

With  this  part  of  the  act,  the  following  states  have  complied. 

New^ersey,        by  their  act  of  20th  December,  1788. 
Pennsylvania,      by  do.  September,  1783. 

North  Carolina,  by  do.  June^  1784. 

Ehode-lsland,  in  the  aet  above  mentioned,  has  enacted,  that  a  tax 
of  one  Spanish  silver  milled  dollar  npOn  every  hundred  acres  of 
land  within  that  state,  upon  every  male  poll  in  the  state  of  twentv- 
one  years  of  age,  and  upon  every  horse  or  mare  of  two  years  old 
and  upwards,  shall  be  annually  hud|  IcTied  and  oollected|  and  that 
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tlM  amount  thereof  ahall  be  appropriated  to  tbe  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  internal  debt  of  the  United  States,  dae  within  that 
state,  with  the  proviso  and  on  the  express  eondition  above  set  forth. 
The  aet  of  the  18th  of  April,  1788,  also  recommends  to  the 
states  an  alteration  in  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  oonfederation  and 
perpetaal  union,  for  ascertaining  with  more  convenience  and  cer- 
tainty, the  proportions  to  be  supplied  by  the  states  respectivefnlly  to 
tile  common  treasury,  and  the  several  states  are  advised  to  authmnas 
their  respective  delegates  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  samCi  as  part 
of  the  said  instrument  of  union  in  the  words  therein  mentioned. 

With  this  part  of  the  act  the  following  states  have  complied. 

Massachusetts^  by  their  act  of  the  2d  July,  1785. 

Connecticut,  by  do.  May,    1783. 

New-Tork,  by  do.  April,  1785. 

New-Jersey,  by  do.  June,  1788. 

Pennsylvania,  by  do.  -^^-i  1783. 

Maryland,  by  do.  Nov.,  1784. 

Virginia,  by  do.  May,  1784. 

North-Carolina,  by  do.  June,  1784. 

Bv  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  1784,  it  is  recommended  to  Oe 
legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  vest  tiie  United  States  in  Goii- 
gross  assembled,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power — 
'  1.  To  prohibit  any  eoods,  wares  or  merchandise  from  being  im- 
ported into  or  ezpoited  from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessels  beloDflng 
to  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  uese 
states  shall  not  have  formed  treaties  of  commerce. 

2.  To  prohibit  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  kingdom  or 
empire,  unless  authorised  by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United 
States  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises  which  are  not  the  produce 
or  manuftcture  of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  sulqeet  th^ 
are. 

In  Pursuanoe  of  this  act, 

New-Hampshire  has  invested  Congress,  for  fifteen  years,  with  hU 
power  to  regidate  the  trade  of  the  United  States^ 
as  they  may  judge  best  calculated  to  prooole 
the  w^  and  prosperity  thereof,  the  fees,  profits 
and  emoluments  arising  frt>m  their  regidations, 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  sole  use  of  dwchaiipng 

EuUio  debts.    See  act  22d  June,  1785. 
as  passed  a  law  in  the  terms  of  the  recommen- 
dation, 1st  July,  1784. 


PKNNSTLYANIA  AB0HIVE8  178A     788 


hts  empmmed  their  ddaiiitas  to  ftgfM  to  and 
ratify  any  artidie  •mpowering  tlie  Uoitad  Statoa 
in  GcmgreaB  aoeabledi  to  reffolatey  restndOi  at 
prohibit  the  importalioii  of  ail  foreign  goods  in 
anj  bat  American  yeaMla.  Bee  aot  paaaed  in 
Febmary  aeanon,  1785;  and  by  an  additional 
act;  paaaed  October,  1785,  the  delegates  are  em* 
powered  to  agree  to  any  article  by  whioh  the 
United  Statea  in  Oongress  asMmbled,  shall  bo 
solely  empowered  to  regnlato  the  tiade  and  oom^ 
meroe  of  the  respective  atates,  and  ottisens 
thereof  with  eaeh  other^  and  to  regulate^  rastrain^ 
or  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  foreign  goods 
in  American  Yesseb  for  twenty-fiye  years. 

Gonnectiont      has  passed  an  aot  in  the  terms  of  the  reoomoiettF 

dation,  Hay^  1785.       '^uf 
New  York  the  ssmoi  4th  April,  1785. 

Pennsylvania         the  same,  15th  Decemberi    1784. 

Maryland  the  samSi  Novemberi  1784« 

Yimnia  the  same,  8d  May,  1784. 

North-Carolina        the  same,  2d  Jane,  1784. 


Sso't  07  FoBEiQir  Affaibs  to  Pres.  Fbanelin— Fbhnch 
Consul,  1786. 

Circalar. 
New  York,  Office  for  foreign  AflUrs, 

10th  Janaary,  1786. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency  will  receive  hereirith  inclosed,  a  certified  Copy 
of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  6th  Inst.,  recognising  the  Sienr  de  la 
Forest  as  Yice  Consol  of  hb  most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  United 
Btotes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  ^onr  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  k  very  h'ble  serv't 
Directed,  JOHN  JAY. 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


APPOHTTMBNt  OV  SiBUR    DB  LA  FORIST  AS    FRENCH    YlOB 

OoKSUL,  1786. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  AsMmbled, 

Janaary  6th,  1786. 
On  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  to  the  United  States  of  Amerioa 
lor.thfi  D^ptttei&t  of  fofeign  Aftnn  to  whom  wasje&md  his  Lettsr 
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M  the  2Mi  D«temb«r  iiMiotiDg  a  LMer  of  tht  19th  of  iUk  Mmth 
irom  tlio  Gbarg^  des  Afiiuii  of  Fnnoe  wiAh  a  Brevet  of  the  22d  day 
ol  J«ii0, 178^  appoinling  Ao  Sieor  do  ia  Foiest  Vice  Consul  oi 
IVanca  lor  Ibo  United  Stetes. 

Whereas,  ihe  Sienr  do  la  Forest  has  piveented  to  Congress  a 
Brereet  from  his  most  Ohristian  Majesty  bearing  date  the  ^d  Day 
of  JmoBf  1765^  appointing  bisi  Yioe  C^asnl  Oeneral  in  tho  United 
States. 

BesolYod,  That  the  Siemr  do  la  Fciost  be  snd  he  hereby  is  re- 
oeired  and  seoognised  as  the  Yioe  Oeosnl  Gemml  of  his  Most  Chris- 
*iaa  Majesty  in  tho  United  Stotes,  awi  that  the  said  Breyet  be 
^Kgistened  ia  the  fieeretary's  oftoe.  . 

BosoWedy  That  all  tho  PririlegeB,  IVeominenoes  and  Anthority 
belonging  to  the  said  Oharaoter  and  Qoality  are  due  to  the  said 
flienr  do  la  Forest,  and  shall  be  enjoyed  by  fainu 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  Copy  of  the  ahoye  Besolntiona  bo  trans- 
mitted by  the  Seontary  to  the  United  States  of  Aneiica  for  the 
Department  of  foreign  A&irs,  to  the  Siaor  de  la  Forest,  sad  aino  to 
the  Ekeoutiys  of  eaoh  of  the  States  for  their  Information. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Sbo'y  of  Oongrbss  to  Pres.  Franklik,  1786. 
/.    .     \  '  '    *  ' 

.Offlop  gf  Seoretary  of  Congress, 

Jan'y  12th,  1786. 
Sir, 

X  ht^ye  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  fixcellency  herewith  indosed, 
a  copy  of  a  rq)ort  which  I  made  to  Cobgreas,  in  obedienoe  to  their 
order  .of  the  2d  gf  this  month, 
with  great  respect 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 
-     -     yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  ,         .  , 
most  humble  serVt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Direefedf 
Sis  Eicellenoy;  The  Ooyemor  of  Pennsylysnia. 


Payw  B^ttbheousb  to  v.  P«  Bii»>i.^  1786. 

January  18th,  1786. 
Sir, 

At  (he  re<iussl  of  Cant  Stephen  Porter  I  take  the  fa'bertyof 
sneatioaiog  to  you  that  boftro  his  ai|9poiiitiMtit  aaf  Oommisssry  on 
^•.Wcatem  Boaadaif  Jm- oKm  than  pnoo  ooaiplaiMit  pf  4ho  yeiy 
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Urn  paj  sUoMd  to  hSi  predeoettbr  in  tbd;  BohMi^  and  I  Mivtv 
Oapk  Hiiif)bioB  gave  htm  nme  BMaranoe  tkal  appliestioii  wmifd  bA 
Mde  to  OoiiiiBil  in  his  bebdf.  B«t  not  ezpeoting  to  90  to  ti»  Wfltl4 
wd  I  did  not  i^erest  myself  «fc  thmt  time  in  tbo  mRtter.  If 
Gounoil  shall  think  ptoper  to  inorease  his  pnj  to  158.  ^  Day  he  wtt| 
be  perfectly  satisfied.  I  have  only  to  ackl  that  as  Commissary  he 
gave  entire  satisfaction,  I  believe  to  all  of  as.  And  in  this  I  was 
agreeably  disappointed  as  from  the  mildness  of  his  manner  I  bad 
not  formed  the  highest  opinion  of  his  abilities  for  snch  a  difficult 
undertaking.  Bat  by  his  indefatigable  indostry  and  eare  he  eon- 
vinced  me  that  a  man  may  sacoeed  very  well  ia  the  meet  ardoooi! 
andertaking  withoat  noise  or  bastle. 

I  amy  Hon'ble  Sir,  with  great  esteem 

year  very  hamble  servant| 

DAV.  KETTENHOUSE .♦ 
Directed f 
The  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Vioe  President. 


Sbc't  Akmstrong  to  Cohmtrs.  oir  Sals  of  Babback 
Lots,  1786. 

Sec'rys  Office,  Philada.  January  IQth,  1786. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  an  Order  of  Coancil'  which  I  have  their  cBrectlons  to 
transmit  to  yon,  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  Barrack  lots  &c.,  &c. 

It  is  however  their  intention  to  extend  some  farther  indnlgsfnccf 
to  the  delhiquents  whom  it  immediately  concerns.  Yoa  will  tfaere^ 
fbre  offer  them  the  alternative  of  discharging  the  sums  due  by  thentf 
tespeotivdy  in  Twenty  days  from  the  date  thereof. — ^If  this  be  not 
complied  with,  yt>u  will  then  proceed  to  the  ezecatioo  of  the  order 
^closed  withoat  discrimination  or  delay. 
I  am  sir,  with  much  Respect, 
your  obedient  and  vdry  hamble  Servant, 

J.  A.  Jr.,  Secy. 
Tench  Francis,  Esq., 


In  Coancil,  Philada.  January  19th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

. '  As  some  of  thfifpurehaltfra  of  the  late  Barrack  lots  ia  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  This  City  haye  refused  or  aegleoted  to  make  payment 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  628.    Pay  not  raUed. 
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tfierefar  agraeably  to  an  Mi  passed  on  Ibe  lat  day  of  April  1784, 
Bntitlod  an  aot  to  empower  The  Sopreme  BxecnttTO  Conneil  to  sell 
the  Barraoks  in  Uie  Northern  Liberties  of  the  City  of  Philad.  yov 
are  herebv  direeted  to  prooeed  avainst  snob  delinqnenlB  in  manssr 
pnseribed  by  the  2d  SeetioB  of  Ste  Law  affwresaid, 
I  am  Qentlemen  with  much  respeet, 
you  obedient  and  very  bomb.  Seryant, 

J.  A.  Secy.* 

Mr  Hillegas  &  Tenob  Francisi   Bsqnires^    Oommissioneri  for 
selling  Barriok  Lots. 


BlBSOLUTION  07  THB  HoUSE  OF  DeLSGATBS  OF  YlBGIHIA, 

1786. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates^  Yirginiay  January  2l8t^  1786. 
Besolvedi  That  Edmund  Bandolph,  James  Madison,  Walter 
Jones,  Saint  Gkorge  Tnoker,  Meriwether  Smith,  David  Roes,  William 
Bonald  and  Gleorge  Masoui  eaqnires,  be  appointed  Oommisaioneni 
who  or  any  three  of  whom,  shall  meet  snob  CommissionerB  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  at  a  time  and 
plaoe  to  be  agreed  on  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Trade  of  the 
United  States,  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and  Trade  of  the 
said  States  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system  in  their  Com- 
mercial regulations  may  be  necessary  to  their  common  interest  and 
their  permanent  harmony  and  to  report  to  the  several  States  such 
an  act  relative  to  this  great  object  as  when  unanimously  ratified  by 
them  will  enable  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  same.  That  the  said  Commissionera  shall  imme- 
diately transmit  to  the  several  States  Copies  of  the  preceeding 
resolution  with  a  circular  Letter  requesting  their  Concurrenoe  there- 
in and  proposing  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  aforesaid. 

Testei 

JOHN  BKCKLET,  C.  H.  D. 
Agreed  to  by  the  SenatCi 

H.  BROOKS,  C.  J. 
A  Copy  Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 
Jndoned, 

Read  March  7,  1786,  ft  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Fits- 
Simmons  &  Mr.  Clymer  to  report  thereon. 

*  flee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  626. 
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Seo'y  of  Lahd  OirviCB  to  Coukoil.  1788. 

To  the  Sapreme  Bxeoative  CoanoQ  of  the  Commonwealtk  of 
PeoBBvlTaDia. 

As  I  have  firoqaent  applications  made  to  me  for  IsUnds  in  the 
Bivers  in  the  old  purchases  in  this  Sute,  bat  u  the  Laws  seem 
rather  obscure  whetber  they  belong  to  the  late  Proprietaries  or  the 
State,  and  if  to  the  State  whether  they  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  vacant  Lands;  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
Gooncil  for  directions  in  this  Csse>  and  am 

your  most  obedient  hnmble  Servant^ 

DAVID  KENNEDY  Seo'y  Ld.  Offi. 
Jan'ry  24th,  1786. 


C.  J.  McEbak  to  Pbb8.  F&akrlik,  1786. 

Philadelphia,  January  24th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  Letter  of  the  20th  instant  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Armstrong,  in  which  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
is  reouest^  respecting  a  claim  of  Messieurs  Penns  to  interest  upon 
£15,000  sterling,  offered  to  them  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  and 
communicated  the  same  to  Judges  Bryan  and  Rush.*  We  conceivci 
It  would  be  proper  to  hear  Messieurs  Penns  &  the  Attorney  General 
on  this  question,  previous  to  our  ^ving  an  opinion,  as  some  circum- 
stances may  have  occurred  in  this  business,  of  which  we  are  not 
apprized,  and  our  opinion  may  probably  be  conclusive  in  the  matter. 
If  Council  will  be  pleased  to  notify  all  concerned,  and  they  are 
willing  to  submit  to  our  opinion,  we  will  meet  as  soon  as  we  are 
informed  m  this  particular,  and  give  our  judgment  in  the  case. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  can  see  no  reason,  why  Messrs.  Penns  may 
not  receive  the  principal  sum,  and  thereby  prevent  increasing 
interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard.  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

THO.  MoKEAN. 

j[/tT6Ci6d* 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President,  fte.^  of 
Penm^lvania* 

«  See  Ool.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  622,  624-5,  also  statement  of  tlieir  claim, 
page  486. 
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Jam£s  UUGKm&bJX  to  Jobn  LOESxfs,  1786. 

DearSir, 

Agreeable  to  CommissipQ  and.  IqatrQctions  for  Sonreying 
Donntion  Lands  No.  9  District  I  proceeded  on  m j  Eirraiid  as  far  aa 
VenaDgo ;  *  but  not  witkoat  hearing  on  m j  way  a  rerj  great  nneaa* 
Itefls  among  the  Indians  at  the  prooeednre  of  the  State  in  the 
Pnrdhase  c?  thoee  Lands/  whereupon  I  thought  it  Necessary  to  stop 
there  a  few  Days  k  consult  gome  Indians  Ohief  on  the  Subject 
before  I  proceeded  further  where  after  with  the  advice  of  the  Pitta- 
burg  Traders  There,  1  sent  for  by  a  Bunner  Whole  Face,  The  Ooni 
Planter,  &  Lcng  Hair,  three  Senica  Chiefs  who  were  then  out  a 
Hunting,  two  Days  March  from  Venango.  Whole  Face  ft  Long 
hair  came  in,  k  the  Corn  Planter  refused, — At  their  coming  in  by 
an  Interpreter  Elijah  Matthews,  I  informed  them  my  Errand,  they 
returned  for  diiswer,  they  could  itot  th^  gi?e  me  an  answer  to  my 
Proposal  but  would  in  a  few  Days ;  I  waited  on  them  4  &  then  they 
gave  me  a  Hearing,  which  was  as  follows  Verbatim. — ^At  Mr. 
Thomas  Wilkey's  store  at  Venango,  Present  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkay^ 
Captain  Jacob  Springer  &  Elijah  Matthew8.^[ndian%  The  Ghieft 
Whole  Face  &  Long  Hair  with  seven  others — My  Friend  He: 
Whole  Pace, 

I  was  sent  here  by  the  nreat  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
held  at  Philadelphia,  to  Measure  some  Lands  a  little  to  the  North- 
Ward  of  this  Place,  which  Land  I  am  told  the  great  Council  had 
bought  of  our  Brothers  the  Indians,  whose  sole  Property  they  under- 
stood it  to  be— But  on  my  way  Here  I  was  told  the  Indians  were  not 
well  Pleased  we  should  measure  those  Lands,  I  thought  it  therefore 
best  to  stop  with  you  a  few  Days  in  Order  to  know  what  your  uneasio 
ness  was  if  in  my  Power  to  remove  any  obsticle  in  the  Way ;  being 
fully  assured  the  great  Counsil  of  the  State  would  do  eveiy  Thing  on 
their  side  to  keep  alive  Friendship,  To  maintain  Peace,  To  Increase 
Friendship,  To  support  a  Union  &  to  make  Trade  Flourish  between 
their  Brothers  the  Indians  and  themselves,  as  long  as  Time  shall 
measure  the  rolling  year,  &  uttermostly  endeavour  the  Happiness  of 
both  Nations — Now  my  Brother  and  Brothers  if  there  isuny  thing 
in  the  way  of  all  these  Things  I  harve  mentioned,  I  do  wish  &  intreat 
you,  to  inform  me  frankly  and  if  it  can  be  in  my  power  to  serve  in 
removing  any  such  Thing  as  may  obstruct  our  mutual  Happiness,  I 
shall  always  think  myself  happy  of  having  it  in  my  power  so  to  do ; 
or  if  you  thinlc  some  other  Person  more  suitable  to  represent  this 
Matter  should  be  glad  it  was  soon  done  k  your  objectioOB  tv  vy 
Srraiid  sent  to  the  grsat  Counil'at  Phiiada.. 

To  which  Mr.  Whole  Face  after  consulting  with  tha  otfiere  gsf» 
the  following  answer, 
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Brother  of  the  Big  Knife, 

Several  Sarvejors  have  been  up  here  to  Measure  Lands  the  Last 
Summer  and  have  gone  Home.  We  knew  not  what  was  their 
meaning,  as  none  of  them  told  us,  but  went  on  without  so  much  as 
informing  their  Intent.  When  they  came  to  our  hunting  Fires,  we 
used  them  well  without  any  Question  &  when  they  wanted  any  of  out 
assistance  we  gave  it  freely.  Many  of  our  young  Warriors  are  dissatis- 
fied with  [their]  Conduct,  who  are  in  the  English  Interest  and  also 
with  the  keward  we  received  for  the  Lands  Tbinkin^  it  inadequate 
for  so  large  a  Body ;  it  not  being  one  pair  of  Mokosons  a  piece  ; 
they  therefore  would  advise  me  not  to  proceed  on  my  Business  and 
to  inform  the  thirteen  Fires  it  was  their  opinion  I  was  i^ot  safe  to 
proceed,  though  they  present  would  pledge  their  Faith  for  my  safety 
against  all  Indians  at  Venango  &  the  Hunters  to  the  Southward  of 
that  place }  yet  would  not  answer  for  it  to  the  Northward,  not  even 
one  Mile.  That  in  the  Spring  as  early  as  possible  the  six  Nations 
would  hold  a  great  Counsil  at  Fort  Pitt  where  &  when  they  &  all 
their  Brethren  hoped  to  make  an  endless  Peace  with  their  Brothers 
.  of  the  thirteen  Fires  A^oped  till  then  I  would  put  by  every  Thought 
of  proceeding  on  my  Errand  as  being  very  Dangerous  3  &  then  they 
hoped  every  obstruction  would  be  removed  &  we  should  walk  the 
Woods  together  as  Brothers  aught  to  do,  in  Love  &  Pleasure.  And 
now  my  Brother  tell  your  great  Counsil  of  the  thirteen  Fires  'tis 
our  Fault  you  do*  not  go  on,  and  not  yours. 

his 
SEGONKQUAB  M 
Hark, 
his 
CONHONEW  M 
Marie 
Tjmts,  ■) 

Thos.  Wilkins,    v  Tradibs. 
Jacob  Sprinqeb.  ) 

Elijah  X.  MATTHivirs,  Interpreter. 
A  true  copy  from  the  Orijpnal. 

This  Dear  Sir,  with  much  more  was  pronounced  in  words  an4 
gestures  of  much  warmth  &  earnest  which  made  mo  conclude  to 
proceed  no  further  &  return — My  feet  being  much  bit  with  Frost 
detains  my  not  coming  at  present,  but  will  come  down  as  soon  as 
they  are  recovered  a  Little.  In  the  mean  time  remain  yours  to 
serve  with  the  utermost  affection. 

JAMES  DICKINSON. 

Pits  Burg,  24th  Januery,  1786. 

P.  S   I  have  not  wrote  yon  the  private  oonvenation. 
IHrectedy 

To  John  Lukens,  Esq'r,  Surveyor  Oeneral,  Philadelphia. 
Vol.  X.— 82 
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,  John  Longsohamps  to  Oounoil,  1786. 

Hon'ble  GentteniaD, 

It  giYes  me  much  pain  to  intrude  upon  you  at  a  time  wben 
perhaps  more  important  concerns  engage  your  attention :  howeTer 
the  singular  favours  your  honorable  Body  has  already  oonfered  upon 
me,  emooldens  me  once  more  to  address  you.  The  nature  of  the 
business  is  of  so  much  consequence  to  me  that  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
in  some  measure  apologise  for  this  intrusion* 

Haying  engaged  my  attention  some  time  in  pursuit  of  a  plant*, 
tion  ^  a  disoription  of  one  being  given  me  whioh,  I  think  will 
answer  my  purpose ',  it  will  be  neoessary  for  me  to  explore  it  before 
I  make  the  purchase,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  very  particular  favour  if 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  me  permission  for  three,  or  four, 
Days  absence  from  town  &  the  favour  shall  be  with  gratitude  ao* 
knowledged  By 

hono'ble  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant^ 

LONGSOHAMPS.* 
February  10th,  1786. 


John  Stoey,  Commr.,  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786. 

Commissioners  Office, 

Pittsburgh,  February  13th,  Ir86. 
Sir, 

In  Compliance  with  the  Order  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  the  3d 
of  May  last,  I  have  opened  an  Office  in  the  Counties  of  Washington, 
Fayette  and  Westmoreland,  for  the  Settlemfent  of  the  Claims  in 
thoie  Counties,  against  the  United  Stat^ :  the  business  of  the  latter 
is  nearly  oompleated,  from  this  I  shall  pkooeed  to  Bedford  and  from 
ihence,  Unless  I  should  receive  further  Instructions  shall  go  to 
iPhiladelphia. 

I  have, the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

.your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  STORY,  Com'  of  Aoo^. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Bedjatnin  Franklin,  Bsqr. 

*  S«e  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  038— Pedtion  granted. 
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Sbcb'y  of  Fobbign  Affairs  to  Prbs.  Franklin — Spanish 
Flag,  1786. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  Affairs,  13th  February,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  Obedience  to  the  Order  of  Congress  I  hare  the  Honor  of 
transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  an 
Ordinance  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  of  28th  May  last  directing  what 
Flags  should  in  future  be  used  by  the  Navy  and  Merchant  Ships  of 
Spain  with  a  Design*  of  those  Flags  annexed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  groat  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obt.  &  very  h'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


Sec'y  Armstrong  to  Attorney  General,  1786. 

Secretary's  Office,  Philadelphia,  February  20th,  1786. 
Sir, 

Council  request  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  on  a  dispute  that 
has  arisen  between  some  of  the  Magistrates  &  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Montgomery. 

It  respects  the  fees  for  administering  the  Oath  or  affirmation  of 
Allegiance  to  persons  who  came  of  age  since  the  time  limitted  for 
taking  the  same  in  ike  several  Test  laws* 

Some  Magistrates  charged  &  received  from  persons  taking  the^ 
oath  or  affirm*  before  them  under  those  Circumstances  1.  6,  to  2.  6.. 
Others  adhering  to  the  8'  Sect,  of  the  Act  obliging  the  Male  white 
inhabitants  of  the  State  to^ive  assurance  of  their  Allegiance,  &c.|. 
passed  the  13th  June,  1777,  nave  transmitted  their  list  of  Names  to 
the  Recorder  &  exhibited  their  Accounts  to  the  Cjmm"  who  refuse 
payment,  alledging  doubts  whether  or  not  Justices  were  authorised 
to  ^ive  Certificates  to  such  persons,  &  granting  their  procedure  to  be 
strictly  legal;  whether  in  such  cases  the  persons  ought  not  to  pay  for 
themselves. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 

JOHN  ARMSTONG,  Jun.,  See^. 
Directed  J 

William  Bradford,  Esquire,  Attorney  General. 

*  This  Design  is  at  HarrisbTirg  in  letter  book  No.  1. 
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Qov.  ShauiWood  ov  Hd.  to  Pkxsidbnt^  1786. 

AnnapoliSi  2l8t  February,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Btonor  of  transmitting  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland  appointing  Commissioners  for  this 
State  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  PennsylYania  and 
Delaware  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed. 

The  great  Importance  of  the  'Objects  in  vieWy  and  the  general 
utility  of  promoting  the  Commerce  and  mutual  oonvenienoe  of  the 
said  States  must  be  obvious,  and  I  flatter  myself  will  not  only  meet 
the  approbation  and  concurrence,  but  merit  the  earliest  attention  of 
the  Legislature  of  your  State. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excellency's  mt  obed.  Servt., 
W.  SMALL  WOOD. 
DirecUdy 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  House  of  Delegates  of  Md.,  1786. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  Febmaiy  2l8t,  1786. 

Resolved,  that  Samuel  Chase,  Samuel  Hughes,  Pere^ne  Letter- 
bury,  William  Smith,  Baltimore  Town,  and  William  Hemly, 
Esquires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  for  this 
State  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  digesting  the  most 
proper  measures  for  the  improving  the  inland  Navigation  of  the 
River  Susquehaunah  and  the  waters  communicating  with  it^ 
and  for  effecting  a  navigable  communication  between  the  Bavs  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  also  to  confer  on  any  other  subject 
which  may  tend  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  mutual  convenience 
of  the  said  States.  That  any  three  or  more  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners have  authority  to  act,  and  that  their  proceedings  be  reported 
to  the  next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  for  their  examinatioa 
and  adoption,  if  approved.  That  the  Gk)vemor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  Copy  of  the  above  Resolve  to  the  Executives  of  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

By  order,  WM.  HARWOOD,  CL  H.  D. 
By  the  Senate,  21st  Feb'y,  1786. 
Read  and  assented  to. 

By  order,  J.  DqbssT|  CI.  Seit. 
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Sbo't  of  Cokgress  to  Pebs.  F&AKKLnr,  1786. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  CoDgress, 

February  2Sth,  1786. 
Sir, 

Ob  lAie  9th  day  of  Jnne'^  last  I  had  tbe  honor  of  tranBmittitig 
an  Act  passed  by  Congress  tbe  17tb  of  that  month,  recommending 
to  tbe  scTeral  States  to  make  provision,  in  a  manner  pointed  out  in 
tbe  Act,  for  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  who  have  been  disabled  in 
the  service  of  tbe  United  States. 

In  tbe  Laws  transmitted  to  this  office,  I  find  that  tbe  Legislatnre 
of  yonr  State  has  passed  an  Act  for  this  purpose.  But  as  it  is 
necessary  that  tbe  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  should  be 
informed  of  the  sum  which  this  provision  will  yearly  add  to  the  ez- 
penoes  of  tbe  Union,  in  order  that  they  may  include  it  in  their 
annnal  requisition,  I  have  to  request  that  your  Bxcellenoy  would  be 

J^leased  to  order  a  return  to  be  made  to  me  of  the  number  provided 
or  &  tbe  amount  of  tbe  annual  allowance  made  to  them,  that  I  may 
make  report  thereof  to  Congress. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Ezoellenoy's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


CohpulINts   and   Gbibvances  of  British  Mbrohakts^ 

1786. 

Copy. 

Grovesnor  Square,  March  4, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  you  Copies  of  the  Secretary  of  States 
answer,  dated  tbe  28th  February,  to  tbe  Memorial  dated  30tb  of 
November,  and  presented  to  him  on  tbe  8tb  December  last,  and  of 
a  state  of  grievances  of  British  Merchants  &  others.  I  shall  make 
no  reply  to  his  Lordship,  until  I  receive  tbe  ordera  of  Congress. 
With  great  regard,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
His  ExcelFy,  John  Jay. 

*  See  page  472. 
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Sxa  Cabhaethbn  to  Mb.  Adams. 

St  Jamefl,  February  28^  1786. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  the  Memorial  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  deliyer  to  me 
on  the  8tb  Decern.,  I  have  to  obserTe  to  you.  Sir,  that  it  is  hia 
Majesty's  fixed  determination  npon  the  present,  as  well  as  every 
other  occasion,  to  act  in  perfect  conformity  to  the  etriotost  prinoiplea 
of  Jostlce  and  good  Faith. 

The  seventh  article  both  of  the  provisional  and  of  the  definitive 
POeaties,  between  His  Mi^esty  and  the  United  States,  clearly  stipu- 
lates the  withdrawing,  with  all  convenient  speed,  His  Majesty's 
^J^rnies,  Garrisons  &  Sleets,  from  the  said  United  States,  and  from 
every  port,  place  &  harbour  within  the  same }  and  no  doubt  can 
possibly  arise  resecting  either  the  Letter  or  Spirit  of  such  an 
Engagement  The  fourth  article  of  the  same  Treaties  as  dearly 
stipulates,  that  Creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet  with  no  lawful 
impediment .  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  sterling  money  of 
dl  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted.  The  litde  attention  paid 
to  the  fulfilling  this  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  in  general — and  the  direct  breach  of  it  in  many 
Instances  have  already  reduced  many  of  the  King's  subjects  to  the 
utmost  degree  of  difficulty  and  distress }  nor  have  their  applioatiatts 
for  redress  to  those  whose  situations  in  America  naturally  pointed 
them  out  as  Guardians  of  public  Faith^  been,  as  yet,  successful  in 
obtaining  them  that  Justice  to  which  on  every  principle  of  Law,  as 
well  as  humanity,  they  were  clearly  and  Indisputably  entitled.  The 
Engagements  entered  into  by  Treaty  ought  to  be  mutual,  and  equally 
binding  on  the  respective  contracting  parties.  It  would  therefore 
be  the  height  of  Folly  as  well  as  Injustice  to  suppose  one  party 
alone  obli^  to  strict  observance  of  the  public  Faith,  while  the 
ptfaer  might  remain  free  to  deviate  from  it's  own  engagements  as 
often  as  convenience  might  render  such  deviation  necessary,  though 
at  the  expence  of  it's  own  national  Oredit  &  Importance. 

I  flatter  myself,  however.  Sir,  that  justice  will  speedily  be  done  to 
British  Gi«ditors — and  I  can  assure  you.  Sir,  that  whenever  America 
shall  manifest  a  real  determination  to  fulfil  her  part  of  the  Treaty, 
Great  Britian  will  not  hesitate  to  prove  her  sincerity  to  cooperate  in 
whatever  points  depend  upon  her  for  carrying  every  article  of  it  into 
real  and  oompleat  Effect 

:    The  enclosed  paper  contains  a  state  of  the  grievances  complained 
of  by  Merchants  and  other  British  subjects  having  BstateS;  propeity 
&  debts  due  to  them  in  the  several  States  of  America. 
I,  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servt, 

CARMARTHEN. 
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Abstract  of  Uie  state  of  the  grieyaoees  complained  of  by  Merohante 
and  other  British  sabjects  having  Estates^  property  &  Pebta  due 
to  them  in  the  several  States  of  America. 

We  shall  barely  recite  the  'Htle  &  Date  of  the  Acts  of  the  different 
Statesi  OQKnplained  of  akKd.ooasiderad  as  Inbaotions  of  the  Tietttsr. 

Massaohubetts  Bat. 

Act  passed  the  9th  November,  1784,  directing  the  Courts  of 
Jadieainre  to  suspend  rendering  Judgment  for  any  Interest  that 
night  have  aocrued  between  the  19  April^  1776|  &  20  of  January, 

Nbw  York. 

Aot  passed  the  12  July,  1782,  British  creditors  are  preoldM 
from  the  olaim  of  Interest  on  all  Debts  oontraeted  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1776  until  after  the  1st  January,  1783,  and  Bieeutlon  foir 
the  prineipai  of  those  debts  are  forbidden  to  be  letied  tintU  the 
Expiration  of  thred  years  after  the  Evae«ation  of  New  York.*^ 

Act  passed  17  March,  1783,  and  confirmed  by  others  in  1784  & 
1785,  ealied  the  nespass  Act.     Vide  the  Aot0« 

Pennsylvania. 

This  State  has  violated  the  4th  Article  of  the  Definitive  Treaty 
by  passing  a  Law  soon  after  the  peace  to  restrain  a  reeovety  of  the 
old  Debts  for  a  given  period.  The  British  Merehants  were  io  oo» 
Heqienoe  thereof,  abt  at  defiance,  and  few  Instances  esst  of  payment 
b^ving  beea  made  for  any  debts  eontraoted  before  the  war.  This 
Jaw  wail  Umited  to  September,  17S4,  but  whether  it  has  been  fur- 
ther extended  by  any  new  act,  or  whether  it  expired  at  the  time, 
the  Committee  are  not  certain.  This  Law  operating  with  the  Fears 
&  prejudices  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  has  produced  Effects  of  the 
nK)st  miAohievous  Consequences  to  the  British  Merchants,  for  not 
only  an  uniform  opposition  has  beea  made  against  the  payment  df 
Interest,  but  the  Lawyers  dreading  the  resentment  of  some  of  the 
jnost  violent  among  their  Countrymen,  have  refused  to  engage  in 
the  recovery  of  these  unpopalar  Demands.  And  the  Committee  ar« 
well  assured  that  not  one  Action  for  the  payment  of  m  old  British 
Debt  has  been  prosecuted  in  this  State.f 

Virginia,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  &  G-eorgiar^ 

*  This  Aot  being  preYions  to  the  Treaty  oannot  well  be  oalled  an  InArao- 
tioa  of  it.    The  preliminaries  were  not  signed  till  Nov.  80, 1782. 

f  This  Aot  not  properly  represented.  It  restrained  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tressed debtors  the  reooTery  of  all  debts,  as  well  domestic  as  English,  till 
Sep.,  1784.  Bat  the  new  Aot  then  passed,  though  it  continued  the  re- 
straint respeoting  domestio  debts,  has  a  olaose  expressly  excepting  British 
debts,  and  leaving  them  open  for  reoovery. 

fThese  two  notes  are  written  with  a  pencil  on  the  margin,  and  appear 
to  be  a  commentary  of  the  writer  upon  the  text.] 
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tbe  Acts  made  by  these  sereral  States,  oontraxpr  to  the  4th  Artacle 
tii  the  Treaty  of  peace,  are  particularly  mentioned  &  eommented 
upon,  bttt  ire  hate  not  time  to  copy  the  observations. 


OpxHiour  ov  Wm.  BftADFoBB,  Jb.,  Att'y  Ol.,  1786. 

Siltnrday  Evening,  Maroh  4. 
Sir, 

The  qnestioB  respecting  the  Militia  Appeal,  npon  whidi  Coaiieil 
▼ere  pleased  to  reqnest  my  opinion,  ought  to  have  received  an  earlier 
answer,  bat  my  attendance  on  Ohester  Court  prevented  my  reodving 
their  commands  until  this  day. 

Upon  considering  the  case  stated,  it  appears  to  me  that  vhenever 
tbe  militia  class  is  called  ont,  and  any  one  neglects  or  refuses  to 
march,  the  fine  is  immediately  incurred,  k  becomes  due  to  the 
Gomnon wealth.  But  it  being  reasonable  that  the  party  should  havu 
all  opportunity  of  being  heard,  this  fine  is  not  to  be  levied  ^  untill 
five  days  after  an  appeal'^  is  given.  This  appeal  the  Lieutenant  or 
Sublieutenant  was  directed  to  hold  *^  within  ten  and  not  leg»  ihan 
Jiw  dayi^'  after  tbe  marching  of  the  militia ;  and  the  Lieutenant  is 

giilty  of  a  misdemeanor  if  he  neglects  to  hold  it  within  that  time, 
ut  as  the  words  are  merely  directory  and  affirmative,  and  no  nega- 
tive words  are  added,  I  am  indined  to  think  (upon  the  author!^  of 
several  late  cases)  that  the  Lieutenant  is  not  restiicted  to*  the  time 
ttCDtioned,  &  that  an  appeal  may  be  legally  hdid  afler  the  ten  days 
are  passed.  In  England  the  Statute  directs  the  appointment  of 
overseers  to  be  make  <Mn  Baster  week  or  mtkin  one  month  afler  ;^ 
yet  an  appointment  made  after  the  month  was  expired  has  been 
adjudged  good,  because  there  were  no  negative  words^  k  because  the 
parish  ought  not  to  sufier  firom  the  neglect  of  the  Justioes  who  have 
the  appointment  Upon  the  same  ground  an  assessment  made  by 
the  Oommissioners  in  Pennsylvania,  after  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  has  been  held  to  be  legal.  In  the  case  before  us  there  seems 
to  be  no  reason  why  the  sickness,  absence  or  neglect  of  a  Lieutenant 
for  ten  days,  should  de|nnve  the  people  of  a  hearing  or  the  Oommon- 
wealth  of  the  fines  due  from  delinquents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect^ 
Sir|  Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient^ 
k  very  humble  servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 
His  Excellency,  The  Piesident  in  OounoiL 
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Bbc'y  Armstrong  to  Prothonotariks  op'^Northampton^ 
Northumberland,  and  Wyominq  Counties,  1786. 

Secretar/s  Office, 

Philadada.,  Maroh  6th,  1786. 
Sir, 

By  the  Law  relating  to  the  basiness  of  Wjoming,  herein  inclosed 
joa  will  fibd  what  ii  required  from  the  offenders  l^fore  the  pardon 
provided  by  the  Act  can  take  effect.  To  ascertain  therefore  how  far 
these  requisitions  have  been  complied  with,  &  of  f^urse  in  what 
instances  the  pardon  will  operate,  Oounoil  have  thought  proper  to 
dir^t  that  the  Justices  of  the. peace  of  Northn,mb'  Go.  shall  respec- 
tively make  return  to  you  of  the  names  k  first  names  of  all  such 
offenders  as  have  given  security  agreeably  to  the  Act  aff^,  on  or 
before  y*  20th  dfiy  of  April  next — which  returna  certified  by  you  as 
priginai— you. will  be  pleased  to  transmit  as  early  as  posuble  to  tlus 
office. 

I  am,  Sir^  ./ 

your  obdcBent  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
Directed, 

,    To  Robert  Levers,  Esqr.j  Protbonotmry  of  NortbamptOA  Connty>* 
.   To  Lawrence  Keene,  fiaqr.,  Protbonotaiy  of  North'  Co'y. 


Rbsolution  of  Qbnbral  Assembi^t,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday  Maroh  9, 1786,  A.  Jtf. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  report  of  the  committee  read 
March  6,  relative  to  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  whereupon 

Ordered,   that  it  be  recommitted  and  that  the  committee  b^ 
instructed  to  coofer  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Couodil  thereoa. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass't  Clerk. 


RbSOLTPTION  of  GbNBRAL  AsSBMfiLT,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  Maich  10, 1786,  A.  M. 

A^eeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Register  of  Wills  &c*,  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  for  the 

32* 
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County  of  Westmorland,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  ajqpesnd 
that  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  was  duly  electea,  whereupon 

RiBsolvM,  that  the  said  James  fiamilton  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed Register  for  the  probate  of  Wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Administration,  and  Reeorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  eonnty  of 
Westmorland. 

Extract  ftom  the  Minutes, 

J.  BHALLUS,  Asi'i  Clark. 


John  Kicholson  to  Y.  P.  Biddls^  1786. 

Compter  General's  Offioe,  Maroh  13th,  1786. 

Sir,       , 

By  an  Aet  of  Assembly  passed  22d  Beptember,  1T8S,  die  HonUe 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  are  authoriied  agreeable  to  Resolve 
of  Congres  of  the  7th  of  June  preceding,  to  employ  the  Intdids 
who  are  pendoners,  as  guards,  &c. 

I  have  long  conndeied  the  papers  of  this  office  insecure,  conade^ 

ing  their  imnortance  to  the  State  and  the  temptations  to  individuals 

to  destroy  tnem.    But  I  am  still  more  uneasy  and  anxious  for  its 

security  since  the  Certificates  received  in  the  liand  Office  and  by  the 

late  Act  of  tkt  1st  of  March  Instant,  have  oom^  in.    Permit  me  to 

request  that  your  Honble  Board  will  be  pleased  to  direet  that  a 

giuurd  be  posted  here  for  the  security  of  this  and  the  other  public 

offices  in  the  State  House,  perhitps  one  Centinel  in  front  and  one  aft 

^  the  back  part  of  the  House  might  be  thought  requisite,  the  better  to 

*  secure  from  danger  by  night. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

widi  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

your  obed^  servant, 

JN*  NICHOLSON. 

.   The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Vice  Prerident 


BSSOLUTION  OF  OSNBEAL  ASSIMBLT,  1786. 

State  of  Pennifylvania  In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Friday  March  24, 1786,  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitehills,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edgar. 

B^sohrod,  that  the  Sqnreme  Ekecutive  Council  be  and  they  are 

hereby  requested  to  direct  one  hnnd^ed  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Aet 

entitled  '<  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 

i^  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  within  each  of  the  counties  of 


*  1^10  €<rtmiM»iiir<mUh,  ftud  fiiv  other  ptnrpdiied  ab^nAn  Yttehti<»ttM/' 
pasded  the  third  day  of  Match  msiatit,  to  he  immediately  pdhted 
ifid  eauae  the  same  to  be  equally  dtalHbiited  and  delivered  to  the 
domtttiasionerB  of  the  aeteral  ootinti^  Mthin  this  State. 
Ezlhu^ts  from  the  Minates, 

J.  SHALLUS^Aas't  Clerk. 


Joseph  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  F&anklin,  1786 

City  of  Hudson^  March  24th«  1786. 
I)ear  Sir, 

This  I  send  to  yoa  with  Mr.  ThoMaa  OilheHy  and  three  jmaojt  mhm 
with  hhn  to  aettle  in  that  Ooantry^  they  are  all  fiitererted^  I  wish 
you  would  he  kind  enough  to  direet  them  to  find  ny  kuds.  I  f^. 
oeiTed  your  &Tonr  and  a  Bundle  of  Papera  by  CapMn  Strong,  I 
immediately  Transmitted  them  to  YeltBont  where  th^  were  penMi^ 
1^  then  returned,  and  now  they  are  gone  on  to  Beaoh  aild  pethafw 
tb  Hattfordy  I  eentimially  exert  erery  Niarre  in  the  Oanne^  I  endea^ 
▼onr  to  rouse  every  Body  and  every  thing  &  Sfpare  no  eost  that  loan 
be  at.  There  are  a  oonaideraUe  number  of  men  of  abilities  in  the 
Country  acting  briskly  tii  your  farvour,  which  consideration  may 
doubtless  serve  to  stimulate  and  encourage,  but  remember  there  is 
no  consideration  will  act  so  strong  in  your  favour  as  that  of  your 
absblate  desparaoy,  this  with  a  moderate  degree  of  Policy  will  mdce 
it  utterly  impossible  you  should  ever  be  Conqaered  unless  human 
natnre  is  wholly  reversed,  in  the  meatime  every  Implement  of  defence 
should  be  stored  either  at  Tioga  or  betwixt  that  and  Lake  Otsago, 
as  also  the  Books  of  Records  which  are  at  Windom.  I  have  wrote 
about  them  affurs  but  you  wrote  that  you  fear  to  loose  your  half 
share  men  if  a  meeting  don't  provide  for  laying  out  &c.  Good  Sir 
I  see  no  need  of  a  meeting  about  the  matter,  you  have  all  the  Power 
in  your  hand  that  the  I^pietors  have,  locate  you  Towns  tot  them 
ob  the  Gompan/s  cost  with  the  rights  you  have  in  yolir  Hands  ot 
they  possess  it  would  be  well  however  for  the  siire  of  preserving  good 
order  that  the  Committee  for  laying  do  joyn  with  yon  herein,  but  lay 
them  out  in  any  figure  or  shape  is  judged  best  and  necesBsry  to 
accommodate  the  owners  and  is  afrreeable  to  the  minds  of  the  now 
rtiiing  Oomn^ittee  may  pitch  single  Farms  if  necesBStry  where  it 
makes  no  diffienlty  on  the  ground,  But  above  all  preserve  good  order 
and  a  proper  snbordination  and  harmony  among  yonrselveS)  men 
thus  Planted  and  desperate  The  angels  firom  Heaven  unlMS  Divinely 
Gommissioned  could  not  disposses,  moreover  none  of  the  old  Located 
Towns  that  are  ForMted  will  stand  in  the  way  unless  renewed  by 
the  Comsslttee  neither  ought  the  Committee  to  renew  anlesB  upon 
Conditions  of  Immediate  settlement  and  in  such  there  can  he  no 
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need  of  a  renevd,  is  shart  for  aajof  yonr  Peaple  that  ave  4m  the 
groaud  to  poasew  any  laods  thai  are  not  abaoloteijr  aod  without  dis- 
pute already  converted  to  private  property  in  the  largest  sense  of  the 
word  I  trust  that  no  Proprietor  that  is  out  in  the  Country  will  ever, 
be  Cloathed  with  that  Impudence  as  to  desire  he  should  be  removed 
nnless^he  have  more  land  then  comes  to  his  share.  The  Country 
talk  is  a  mere  Joke  and  a  Atroe  and  in  my  opinion  has  been  the 
principal  cause  that  the  whole  Country  has  not  been  settled  beyond 
doubt  lon^  ago,  even  in  case  wliere  Ihere  is  no  Jepardy  in  settling 
there  canl>e  no  reason  rendered  why  he  that  first  goes  should  not 
have  bhoi^e^  this  does  n6  Injury  to  the  rest  of  the  Proprietors,  the  rest^ 
of  the  lands  are  made  proportionably  more  valuable  for  his  settling 
and  men  very  often  misjudge  at  the  first  which  is  the  best  lands, 
my  Friends  go  on,  go  on,  but  for  God  sake  preserve  rule  and  good 
cedar  anonrg  yonrserres  but  let  «a  man  be  imong  joq  but  who  feels 
himself  Interested,  let  htm  be  pleased  with  bis  situation  if  possible 
this  is  the  only  true  Policy.  Thas  Sir  I  have  ^rown  out  a  fow  of 
my  Fireside  thoughts,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  they  are  sincere 
akkd  what  I  am  bold  in  and  will  ever  endeavonr  to  aupporty 
pray  Sir,  Present  my  beat  Compliments  to  Col  Butler,  &  Mr.  John- 
son to  your  Supreme  Committee  in  psorticular  aad  Individually  and 
to  all  my  other  aoquaiotan^ies. 

I  Pray  Qod  bless  you  all, 

Tour  Friend  &  Brother  in  Tribulation 
Hope  and  earnest  Expectation, 

JOS.  HAMILTON, 

Col  John  Franklin, 

Motto  Perseverance, 


Supplement  to  the  24th  of  March.  « 

Sir, 

.  Year  Paper  negotiatttms  are  Political  in  several  views;  in  the  first 
place  they  Interest  the  Minds  of  difilarent  men  in  yonr  fovour  and 
thus  serves  to  Disarm,  and  secondly  may  procrastinate,  however 
arguments' will  not  do  unless  they  are  set  home  upon  the  Conaoienoe 
by  a  view  of  a  quick  operating  Phisie,  This  Phisic  Dootor  Smith,  in 
ma  Iietter  Informs  you,  keep  by  you,  if  so  and  you  administer  w^ 
you  wilt  be  all  good  IXictors,  (Hint)  Buigoyne  fell  beoause  he  did 
npt  pK€i9erve  a  retreat  to  the  Northward,  you  will  observe  that  we 
haveiqot  as  yet  been  disturbed  on  the  slip  of  Land  two  miles  wide 
on  the  North  aide  of  our  Purchase,  we  have  bought  it  of  the  nativee 
&4  Pennqrlvania  do  not  claim  it,  no  man  has  even  a  pretence  to 
trouble  us  there  and  State  Troops  cannot  be  marched  out  of  the 
State  without  breaking  confederation  these  appears  to  me  to  be  con* 
skUerationa  very  momeutious  in  our  present  aitnation,  Even  Maga- 
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lines  and  Warlike  atorea  to  defend  against  the  Indiana  who  it  la 
aaid  now  tbeAten  may  lawMlj  be  depoaited  there  Cannon  &o. 
N.  B.  jou  may  depend  on  a  visit  from  Head  Doctor  from  the  North 
(by  the  15th)  of  the  next  of  the  PetitionB  with  his  apparatna  Glister 
Pipe  and  all.  Capt.  Strang  is  very  buisy  and  will  soon  be  there 
Mr.  Beach  is  much  wanted  in  those  parts,  in  short  I  should  not 
know  how  to  do  without  his  assistance  it  is  best  every  one  should  b^ 
in  a  situation  in  which  they  can  be  most  servicable  we  want  reso- 
lutioD  here  as  well  as  there  and  it  will  not  do  to  Strike  a  man  in  the 
Streets  in  view  of  the  Public  without  telling  for  what  it  is,  for  this 
we  must  constantly  do  in  the  Public  Priuts  and  every  where  elsCi 
otherwise  we  bring  the  resentment  of  the  Public  upon  us. 

J.H.  . 


00Y«   SmAUiWOOD,  OV  MABTliAHB,  TO    PbBS.  DiOEINSON, 

1786. 
Circular. 

Maryland^  Aniuipoliay  80  Manh,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to-  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
Copy  of  An  Act  of  the  .Lesislature  of  this  State,  under  the  great 
Seal,  passed  in  their  last  Session,  extending  the  time  limited  for 
bringing  in  and  settling  Claims  against  this  State  by  the  Citizena 
thereof,  and  for  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  in  and  settling  Claimfi 
against  the  said  State  by  Citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  particular  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  I 
have  to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  Substance  of 
this  Act  to  be  published,  or  such  part  thereof  as  you  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Citizens  of  your  State. 
•  The  Duty  on  Salt  in  this  State,  is  suspended  after  the  1"*  of  April 
next,  unless  a^  that  Time,  or  until  there  be  a  Dutpr  laid  on  that 
Article  in  States  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania — this  Contingency 
obliges  me  to  request  of  your  Excellency  the  earliest  information  on 
this  Subject,,  that  the  views  of  the  Legislature  here  may  be  carried 
into  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  Obed.  Servt., 

W.  SMALLWOOD. 
■  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Sso'r  ow  C0NGB9BS  TO  Pres.  Feajtklih,  1786. 

Oiroolar. 

Office  of  Sec'y  of  Cdngreas^ 
April  1-,  1786. 
Sir, 

Fnrsaant  to  the  order  of  Congreea,  1  herewith  transmit  to  your 
fixcellenoy,  to  be  commnnioated  to  jour  Legislature^  a  state  of  the 
representation  for  last  month. 

I  also  enolose  two  copies  of  the  Journal  as  far  as  printed— one 
for  the  legislative,  and  the  other  for  the  ezecutiye  branch  of  Govern- 
ment. 

With  the  greatest  respect^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  E&eellenoj^  most  obedient| 
&  most  humble  servt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  BxMlency  The  Pnadent  of  Pennsylvania. 


Statei£ekt  of  Major  Dayid  Ljbnnox,  1786. 

I  was  taken  Prisoner  the  16'^  Nov.,  1776,  &  Exchanged  the  20* 
April,  1778,  but  was  not  released  till  the  15*  May.  I  then  joined 
the  Army  at  Valley  Forge,  but  found  that  I  could  not  get  the  Bank 
to  which  I  was  entitled ;  however,  having  every  wish  to  continue  in 

-  the  Service,  I  joined  General  Wayne's  Family,  ft  oonUnued  the 
whole  Comnaign.  The  Oommittee  of  Congress,  oonaisting  of  Gen- 
eral Bead  mm  this  State,  and  Colonel  Kinnister  from  Virginia, 
together  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  line,  met  at  the 
White  Plains  in  August,  1778,  to  ascertain  liie  Bank  of  the  Army. 
They,  wishing  to  do  me  all  the  Justice  in  their  power,  fixed  my 
Bank,  Viz',  a  Majority  from  the  7th  June,  1777 }  but  the  situation 
of  the  Army  did  not  admit  of  my  getting  the  Command  to  which  I 
was  entitled — this  is  Certified  by  Gkneral  Wayne,  who  was  the  then 
Ccnnmanding  Officer  of  the  Penns^*  Line.    The  Comptroller  General 

*  has  settled  with  me  to  the  20th  April,  1778 ;  but  as  I  could  not 
get  tny  Command,  I  Utt  the  Army  after  the  Campaign  of  1778,  & 
think  it  a  hardship  to  be  deprived  of  my  Pay,  Ac.,  after  that  tune. 
I  refer  to  (General  Wayne's  Certificate  for  the  &cts  set  forth. 

D.  L. 
Jhdorted, 

1786,  April  3. 
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OoMlRSSIOiniRS  ON  NaTIOATION  of  SuSQITBHARirA,  1T86. 


Ycm  were  tiiiB  daj  Appointed  one  of  five  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  this  State  to  treat  with  Commissioners  apppointed,  or  to  he 
appointed,  hv  the  States  of  Delaware  &  Maryland  on  the  ^ul^eet  oY 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Snsqaehannah  River,  &  for  the 
purposes  expressed  in  Resol.  of  Assemhly  of  the  21st  of  March  last. 
Ton  will  be  pleased  to  signify  yonr  Acceptance  or  refusal  of  this 
appointment  aa  eariy  as  possible. 

I  am,  With  much  respect. 

Your  most  Obedient  servant, 

iOWS  AKHStBONa,  jr.,  Sw^y.^ 
Secretaiys  Offiee,  5th  April,  1786. 

The   Hon.   Franoia  Hopkinsoni  Esquire^  Doctor  John  Bwing^ 
David  Rittenhouse,  Robert  Milligan  and  George  Lattimer,  Esquires. 


F.  BTottlKSON  TO  V-  P.  BiDDLB,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  am  sensible  of  the  Honour  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  have 
done  me  in  the  appointment  of  yesterday.  I  wish  I  may  be  able  to 
answer  their  Expectation  in  the  object  of  this  Commission.  I  shall 
however,  use  my  best  Endeavours  to  execute  the  Duty  required, 
unless  such  drcumstanees  should  oeour  as  oQght  to  hoM  me  excused 
&  prevent  my  leaving  Home. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Regard, 

your  obedient  Serv't, 

FRA'S  HOPKINSON.f 
Philadelphia,  April  Oth,  1786. 


Robert  MiLuaAiir  to  Secy.  Armstrong,  1786. 

Phira,  «th  April,  1786. 
Sir. 

I  was  yestmlay  fkvoured  with  yours  notifying  to  me,  that  Council 
had  appointed  me  one  of  the  five  Commissioners,  to  treat  with  those 
of  Maryland  &  Delaware  on  the  subject  of  the  navigation  of  the  Sua- 

*  See  Ool.  Rec.  VoL  XV.,  p.  2. 
t  See  Ibid. 
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qnehannali.    Be  pleased  to  aoquamt  the  Goanoil  that  I  oonader 
myself  muoh  honor'd  by  their  appointmeat  aiid  aost  readily  aooepi  it 
I  am  Sir, 

y  most  obed't  Serv't, 

RQB'T  MILLIGAN  * 
Directed, 
To  Gen'l  Armstrong;  Seo'y  of  Council. 


John  Lukbns,  S.  G.,  to  V.  P.  Bidmb,  1786. 

Sir, 

Aft«e%b}e'  to  your  Order  of  Wedoesday  last ;  I  won'd  recoom- 
mend  Robert  Galbraith,  £sqr.|  of  the  County  of  Bedford  to 
measure  &  assertain  the  boundaries  of  the  several  districts  between 
the  Canoe  place  on  the  west  branch  of  Susquehannah,  and  the 
Eittaning  on  the  Allegany  Biyer. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  H'ble  Serv't, 

JNO.  LUKHNS,  S.  G.t 
Friday,  7th  April,  1786. 

Directed^ 
To  The  HonT)le  Cha's  Biddle,  Bsqr.,  V.  P.,  Present 


SuDonoN  or  Pbobatx  ov  Willb,  1786. 

'     State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  AsemUy, 

Friday  April  7, 1786— A.  M. 
Agreeably  to-  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Chester  and  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  Penufor 
Frazer,  Esquire  was  duly  elected,  whereapon, 

ResoWed,  that  the  said  Persifer  Frazer  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed* Regbter  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Chester. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Gleik. 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  XV.  p.  2. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  S. 
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Dorset  Pbntkoost  to  Council^  1786. 

Wasbington  County,  IGtb  April;  1786. 
Gentlemen. 

About  ten  days  ago  a  Mr.  Graham,  Ezoise  offieer  for  tlie  tbree 
western  Counties,  was  in  the  exercise  of  his  offioe  in  this  County, 
seiied  by  a  number  of  People  and  Treated  in  the  foUowinff  manner, 
yis.  His  Pistols  which  he  carried  before  him  taken^  and  broke  to 
pieces  in  his  Presence,  his  Commission  and  all  his  papers  relaiting 
to  his  Office  tore  and  thrown  in  the  mud,  and  he  forced,  or  made  to 
stamp  on  them,  and  Imprecate  onvses  on  himself,  the  Commission 
and  the  Authority  that  gave  it  to  him,  they  then  out  off  one  half  of 
bis  hair,  c«ed  the  other  half  on  one  side  of  his  Head,  eat  off  the 
Cock  of  his  Hat,  and  made  him  wear  it  in  a  form  to  mnder  his  Cat 
the  most  Conspicuous,  this  with  many  other  marks  of  Ignominy  they 
Imposed  on  him  &  to  which  be  was  Obliged  to  submit,  and  in  the 
above  plight  they  marched  bim  amidst  a  Crowd  from  the  frontiers 
of  this  County  to  Westmoreland  County,  caling  at  all  the  Still 
Houses  in  their  way  where  they  were  Treated  Gratis^  and  ezpos'd 
him  to  every  Insult,  and  mockery  that  their  Invention  could  COU'* 
trive.  They  set  him  at  Liberty  at  the  entrance  of  Westmoreland 
but  with  Threats  of  utter  Desolution  should  he  dare  to  return  to  our 
County. 

This  Bandittis  I  am  told  denounces  distruction,  vengence  against 
all  manner  of  People  who  dare  to  oppose,  or  even  ganesay  this  their 
unparrelled  behaviour,  and  that  they  will  support  every  Person  con- 
cerned against  every  opposition.  I  suppose  they  depend  on  their 
numbers  for  I  am  told  the  Combination  is  large. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  as  a  good  Citisen  to  give  your  Honor- 
able Board  inrormation  of  this  matchless  and  daring  Insult  offered 
to  Government,  and  the  necessity  there  is  |pr  a  speedy  and  Dzam- 
plary  punishing  being  inflicted  on  those  atrocious  offenders,  for  if 
this  piece  of  conduct  is  lightly  looked  orer  no  Civil  officer  will  be 
safe  in  the  Exercise  of  hie  doty,  though  some  Gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  conversed,  think  it  would  be  best,  and  wish  a  mild  prose- 
cution, for  my  part  I  am  of  a  different  opinion,  for  it  certainly  is  the 
most  audacious  and  accomplished  piece  of  outragioos,  and  unpro- 
Toked  Insult  that  was  ever  offered  to  a  Government  and  the  Liberties 
of  a  free  People,  and  what  in  my  opinion  greatly  agrivates  their 
Guilt  is,  that  it  was  not  done  in  a  Gust  of  Passion,  but  oooly,  delibe- 
rately, and  Prosecuted  from  day  to  day,  and  there  appears  such  a 
desolute,  and  refractory  spirit  to  prevade  a  Certain  class  of  People 
here,  particularly  those  concerned  in  the  above  Job,  that  demands 
the  attention  of  Government,  and  the  most  severe  punishment 

I  am  not  able  to  give  the  names  of  all  concerned,  nor  have  I  had 
an  oppertnnity  of  making  pertioular  enquiry  but  have  received  the 
aforegoing  infoimatian  from  different,  people  on  whom  I  can  rely, 
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neither  do  I  think  they  have  aa  many  fiieuds  as  they  sappoBOi  or 
would  wish' to  make  the  publie  believe. 

I  have  it  not  in  my  Power  at  this  time  to  be  as  faU  and  ezplioit 
as  I  oonld  wish  on  this  subject,  as  I  Lave  bat  Just  time  to  hurry  up 
this  sorawl  while  the  carrier  is  waiting. 
I  am  (Gentlemen, 

with  the  highest  Esteem  and  Respect^ 
your  most  obdt.  very  Bumble  Servt. 

D0R8BY  PENTECOST. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  snatched  as  much  time  as  to  write  a  short  note 
to  the  Chief  Justice,  on  the  above  subject. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezeellency,  The  President  and  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Lt.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Council,  1786. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme   Executive  Council|  For  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  applying  to  Council  for  an  order  on 
the  Treasurer  for  Two  Hundred  pounds,  to  pay  off  a  Number  of 
Demands  against  me  as  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Philada.  vis. 
from  the  First  Second  and  Fifth  Battalions,  Accounts  from  which 
have  Come  to  Hand,  for  seven  &  eight  years  Arreafles  Due  to 
Drummers  &  Fiffers  or  to  the  Officers  who  have  Advanced  the  money 
and  to  the  Officers  for  making  the  annual  Betums  of  the  Male 
White  Inhabitants,  for  the  repairing  of  Arms,  Making  and  Bepairing 
of  Drums,  Printers,  &c.,  Ac. 

I  have  the  Honour  u>  Bemain  the  Councils, 

Most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  laeut  0.  P. 

Philad.  County,  April  26th,  1786, 
Directedj 

Charles  Biddle  Esq.,  Vice  President,  and  the  Honorable  Execu- 
tive Council  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Major  Righd.  Fullsriok  to  Prbs.  FEANKLor, 

Philadelphia,  1st  May,  1786. 
Qentlemen, 

As  a  Military  ardour,  unknown  since  the  year  '75,  seems  to  per* 
▼ade;  and  as  it  la  our  wish  to  eneouvage  it^  by  every  means  in  our 
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power;  we  iaike  tho  Hberiy  of  re(|tiebtifag '  joa  ^iUgr^iit  1001k 
Powder  For  400  men  for  the  nse  of  the  third  Battalion  Philftdelphui 
Miliiia,  &  as  we  would  not  appear  selfish  on  the  ocoasion,  you  wiH 
pardon  our  reqaestioff  the  same  indolgenoe  for  the  other  Battalions* 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  Sentiments  of  respeot 
Gentlemen,  your  obedt.  &  ham.  Servt. 

JNO.  SHEE,  Lt  Col.  oommand.  3d,  B. 

RICHD.  FULLERTON,  Major- 
Direcied, 

His  Ezeellency,  Benj.  Franklin  Esq.,  &  The  Honble.  Exeoativa 
Gonnoil. 


Sbo'y  op  Porbiqn  Affairs  to  Pbbs.  Fbankun,  1786. 

Circalar. 
Offioe  for  foreign  aflfatrs,  8d  May,  1786. 
Sir, 

Congress  have  been  pleased  to  order  that  I  should  "report  partion- 
<'  larly  and  speoially  how  far  the  several  States  have  complied  with 
<'  the  Proclamation  of  Congress  of  the  14th  Jan.,  1784,*  and  the 
"  Beoommendation  acoompanyiDg  the  same,  pursuant  to  the  defini« 
'<  tive  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
•'Great  Britain." 

In  order  that  I.may  be  able  to  fulfil  the  Expectations  of  Congress 
I  must  request  the  Favor  of  your  Excellency  to  inform  me  whether 
and  how  hx  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  complied  with 
the  Recommendation  in  question. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellenc/s  Most 

obedient  &  humble  Servt., 

JOHN  JAY. 
Dirtciedj 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Pbbs.  Franklin  to  Dblbgatbs  in  Conqrbss,  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  10th,  1786. 
(Gentlemen, 

I  reed,  yesterday  Evening  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  the  7th  Instant,  and  this  morning  I  communicated 

*  See  page  198. 
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Ae  saiiM  to  tke  Ooonoil ;  bal  tbe  Boafd  bo&g  very  this  the  <mh 
•ideration  thereof  wae  poetponed  'tili  to-morrow  mornings  oDe  of  the 
Hembere  reqneetiDg  he  might  take  the  letter  with  the  papers  it  ia- 
olosed  home  with  him  for  more  attendTe  peraaal ;  he  has  sinoe  beeq 
with  me  as  has  also  Mr.  Wilson  jronr  Oolleagae  in  the  delegatioa, 
and  thejr  both  express  mnch  apprehension  that  g^eat  inoenTenienee 
to  this  state  may  arise  from  the  aooeptanoe  of  the  Cession  proposed 
by  Oonneotioot;  if  it  be  made  in  the  Terms  after  Uie  printed  deed, 
and  therefore  have  advised  that  I  shoald  write  this  evening  to  desire 
that  yon  would  endeavonr  to  obtain  a  delay  of  the  determination 
'till  some  day  next  week ;  Mr.  Wilson  intending  to  set  oat  for  New 
York  on  Friday,  in  order  to  be  with  yon  on  Saturday  next,  and  join 
you  in  Congress  the  week  following.  The  Consideration  of  your 
whole  Letter  will  be  taken  in  Council  to-morrow  which  may  enable 
me  to  write  to  you  more  fully  by  the  aftc^oons  Post,  this  £  shall 
endeavour  to  send  by  the  stage. 

With  great  Esteem  and  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  OeatlemeUi 

your  most  obd.  &  most  hble.  Servt., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
President 


Andhbw  Pombr  to  OotnwjiL,  1786. 

Philada.,  Hay  10th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  I  propose  to  proceed  to  the 
Westward  without  loss  of  timo,  in  order  to  compleat  tbe  Line  of  the 
Western  Boundary  of  tbe  State;  and  being  informed  that  Mr. 
Alexander  MoClain  is  to  assist  me  in  the  bnnness,  should  be  glad 
his  appointment  might  be  sent  him  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  Council  to  grant  me  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  £100  to  enable  me  to  proceed  on  the  business. 
I  am,  with  Bespect, 

Gent.,  your  obdt  Servt., 

ANDREW  PORTER. 


W.H.  Smith  and  othbrs  to  Corporal  Montgombry,  1786. 

Sir, 

My  conscience,  my  oath  to  tbe  State,  binds  me  to  inform,  I  wrote 
to  Bsqr.  Shaw  on  the  subjeet  informing  of  a  Design  of  forming  a 
New  State,  which  is  to  inolude  Wioming,  &  also  to  inohide  the 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp,  19, 20. 
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Ginece  &  Territory  of  lands  claimed  by  New  York ;  the  Principal 
agenta  lire  in  State  of  New  York  &  Gonnectiout,  I  am  become  not 
only  acquainted  witb  tbose  agents  but  their  whole  plan  of  proceed- 
ings  by  means  of  Letters  which  I  have  Intercepted.  I  have  Neither 
Money  or  horse  fit  to  ride,  or  I  would  have  gone  to  Qovernor  and 
Council  myself,  Colonel  John  Franklin  &  Captain  Solloman  Strong 
are  principal  actors,  Strong  lives  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  now 
ffone  up  to  Wisock,  where  he  pretends  to  have  a  Large  share  in  a 
Town,  which  was  laid  out  under  Connecticut,  Strong  has  told 
me  and  a  number  of  others,  that  he  went  twice  to  Yarmount  before 
he  could  prevale  with  General  Allen  to  come  to  Wioming,  Strong 
said  that  he  had  Brought  all  in  to  fight  General  Devane  who  he 
Pretended  was  to  come  to  Wioming  with  troops  finom  Pennsylvania. 
Esqr.  Shaw  informed  me  that  he  expected  to  send  fifty  men  here  to 
Take  if  possible  Allen  &  many  others,  which  I  described  yesterday. 
Franklin  and  Allen  left  &  set  out  to  go  to  Connecticut  in  order  to 
attend  to  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Proprietors,  Pray  stop  the 
intended  force,  if  they  are  set  out,  send  after  them  and  call  them 
back ;  I  wish  that  this  matter  may  lie  still,  &  my  proceedings  re- 
main a  Cecret  untill  the  minds  of  Governor  &  Council  are  made 
manifest  to  me,  &  the  uudersigners,  who  are  the  only  Persons  in  the 
settlement  acquainted  with  my  discoveries,  who  are  harty  in  the 
Cases,  whenever  we  shall  get  orders  from  authority,  we  will  Take  & 
deliver  to  the  authority  at  Sunsburey^  the  following  persons,  Ethan 
Allen,  John  Franklin,  Soloman  Strong,  James  Fin,  John  JinkeBS, 
Christopher  Hollbert.  Their  Designs  is  if  possable  to  purswade  the 
people  on  the  west  Branch  to  joyn  them.  Franklin  &  Jinkens  did 
engage  James  Fin,  a  Baptise  Minister  some  time  Back,  to  make  a 
visit  to  the  west  branch  and  to  preach  about  amongst  the  people 
there,  and  feale  out  their  minds  in  regard  to  a  New  State.  If  AUeUj 
Franklin  &  Strong  were  removed,  the  others  would  do  but  Little ; 
the  longer  the  matter  is  delayed,  the  stronger  they  get,  they  have 
some  ammunition  stored,  and  some  provision  in  store,  a  timely  exer- 
tion would  perhaps  prevent  a  deal  of  trouble  and  blood-shead.  Allin 
and  Franklin  and  Strong  have  used  many  arguments  ft  strategims  to 
seduce  the  Peo]^e  and  prejudice  them  against  Pennsylvania;  but  to 
little  purpose.  I  have  put  up  many  advertbements  urging  the  people 
to  attend  to  their  Duty  agreeable  to  their  Ingagements.  Allin  and 
Franklin  and  StroDg  made  it  their  business  to  go  from  district  to 
district  and  pul  down  my  papers,  which  were  put  up  and  repeatedly 
threatened  my  life,  which  I  disregard.  I  expect  Captain  Shools  k 
we  will  soon  call  the  people  together ;  the  people  in  General  are 
determined  to  adhear  to  Pennsylvania.  I  have  with  unwearied  labor  & 
argument  got  the  people  to  believe  that  Pennsylvania  will  do  us 
Justice.  If  we  were  properly  organized  with  authority  we  would  Exert 
ourselves  when  the  above  men  arive,  if  they  should  have  force,  &  we 
think  it  not  prudent  to  attempt  taking  them^  we  shall  call  on  you 
for  assistance. 
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P.  S.-*>I  send  you  Copies  of  the  papers  which  I  had  pat  up  in 
each  District. 

Sifi  we  the  andersignera,  are 

with  Esteem^  your  most  ^ 

obedient  humble  Seryt8.| 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  HOWER, 
ABRAHAM  WESraROCK. 
May  14th,  1786. 
Mirected, 
.  Corp'i  MoQgomery,  at  Sanbarey. 


do.  Wm.  Sheaff. 


Account  of  City  Lots  which  havb  Rbvsrted  to  the 
State,  1786. 

Account  of  The  City  lot  sold  pnrsaant  to  act  of  Assembly  passed 
the  lOth  of  April,  1781,  which  have  reverted  to  The  State  by  the 
Non-payment  of  The  Parchasers,  and  which  are  directed  to  be  sold 
by  act  passed  April,  1786. 

8.  No.  9, 10, 11,  12, 13. 14, 15,  &  18,  bought  by  E.  Blaine  Esq. 

9.  No.  508,  509,  510,  511,  738,  739,  740,  741,  &  742, 

do.  John  Mitchell. 
No.  1229, 1280, 1231,  1232, 1283,  1284,-1 
21.  1235, 1286, 1237, 1238,  1739, 1240, 
1241, 1242, 1243, 1244, 1245, 1246, 1248,  ' 
1249  1250. 

5.  No.  1875, 1876, 1695, 1597, 1599,  -  do.  James  Badden. 
2.  No.  1592, 1593.  ....  do.  Sam.  M.  Brown. 
8.  No.  1624, 1625, 1626, 1627, 1628, 1629, 

1630,  1631,  do.  John  Barker. 

2.  No.  1768, 1754.     ....   do,  Wm.  Grinding. 

3.  No.  1766, 1767, 1768,    -    -   .   do.  George  Way. 
1.  No.  1771, do.  Stace.  Hepburn. 

59 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
Compty.  Oen.  Office,  May  16tb,  1786. 
1786,  June  10th,  appd.  for  the  sale  of  the  above. lots-f 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  XV.,  p.  27. 
t  See  Ibid.  pp.  23,  87. 


PBNJNSYLYANIA  ARCHIVES  1786.  768 


Dbpo&ition  op  John  Leith, — Indian  Robberies,  1786* 

Pittsbnrg,  May  16th,  1786. 
The  Infbrmation  of  Mr.  John  Leith  Being  this  Inst,  arrived  from 
Muskingum,  from  his  Camp,  he  says  that  he  arrived  at  his  Camp 
from  this  place  on  Saturday  the  thirteenth  of  this  Month  and  on  his 
arrival  he  found  every  thing  to  his  Satisfaction,  Only  that  by  making 
Inquire  he  found,  that  there  was  two  Delaware  Indians  had  come 
there  above  a  Quarter  of  an  hour  before  him,  who  Informed  him 
that  there  was  a  Certain  William  Dawson  and  a  Charles  McClain, 
who  was  In  the  Indian  trading  bussiness  was  Robbed  of  all  there 
Goods  &  property  that  he  had  with  them,  that  same  Morning  about 
f^ven  O'clock,  Likewise  four  of  their  working  hands  Killed.  And 
the  opinion  of  the  above  Mentioned  Indians  of  Dawson  &  MoClains 
Lives  being  Sav'd  was  as  the  had  Being  formly  British  Traders 
Bnt  at  this  time  the  have  had  their  Goods  from  the  United  States, 
the  same  two  Indians  told  Mr.  Leith  to  Depart  from  that  place  as 
Quick  as  poasiUe  as  he  was  in  very  Great  danger  of  his  Life,  the 
Likewise  was  so  frendly  with  him  that  the  took  upon  themselves  to 
Secure  all  his  Goods  &  property  that  he  had  at  his  Camp  &  for 
himself  to  Escape  Immediately  as  the  were  very  sure,  there  would 
be  a  party  of  Cherokees  &  Mingo  Indians,  there  that  Night  to  Cutt 
them  all  of  Likewise,  thejtold  him  that  thero  was  another  party  gone 
to  the  Salt  Licks  If  the  had  not  already  gott  there  and  Cut  the 
white  people  of  that  were  there.  Upon  the  hearing  of  tbis  News  be 
Immediately  Departed  from  that  place,  unto  here,  Leaving  all  his 
property  in  the  Caro  of  the  two  Mentioned  Indians  &  one  more  who 
was  hired  with  him. 

JOHN  LEITH, 
Sworn  and  Suboribed  Before  me  May  the  Seventeenth,  1786. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLB, 


Michael  Huffnaglb  to  Sborbtary  Armstrong,  1786. 

Sir, 

A  few  days  ago  a  Committee  appointed  at  this  place  wrote  to  the 
President  &  Supreme  Executive  informing  them  of  our  situation  &- 
the  disposition  of  the  Indians  from  the  different  information  we  had 
received.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  must  address  you,  to  give  the  now 
information  to  Council  again  for  which  information,!  inclose  you 
the  deposition  of  Mr.  John  Leith  a  Man  employed  by  Mr.  Duncan 
in  the  Indian  Trade.  I  would  also  mention  that  Although  it  is. 
propable  that  the  Delaware  Indians  &  Wyandotes  which  to  be< 
friendly,  yet  something  ought  to  be  done  as  the  People  that  are  now* 
doing  Uie  Mischief  are  pare  of  the  Mingoe  Nation^  &  that  Nation 
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pot  oalling  them  to  an  aooonoi  shows  that  thej  most  oomteiiaBse 
them  in  it,  or  that  they  are  afraid  to  say  any  thing  to  them.     Mr. 
Pancan  setts  off  to  Morrow  Morning  to  look  after  his  properly,  at 
his  return  I  will  give  yon  such  information  as  I  may  reoeivar 
your  very  Hble.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUFPNAGLE, 
Mayl7, 1786,  Pittsburg. 
Directed, 

(On  Public  Service.) 
Gen.  John  Armstrong  Jr.,  Secretary  Supreme  Executive,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Hon.  by  Gen.  Irwin. 


Wm.  Shaw  to  Council,  1786. 

CoL  Montgcunery's,  May  18th,  1786. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Exeomtive  Coun- 
cil of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  Cap't  John  Paul  Schott,  agent  for  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  recognisance  of  the  People  who  were  wilfing  to 
comply  with  a  law  passed  the  24tfa  day  of  Deo'r  bst,  where  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  said  settlers  entered  into  recognisance 
on  and  before  the  15th  of  April,  agreeable  to  law;  aod  afterwards  a 
number  took  the  oath  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  the  inhabitance 
in  general  then  appeared  very  desirous  of  being  Citizens,  untill 
unluckily  on  the  37th,  Co'.  Athen  Allen  came  to  Wyoming,  who 
alarmed  them  by  telling  them  he  despised  their  treating  with  Pran- 
syl'a,  that  he  had  formed  one  new  State,  aud  with  one  hundred 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  two  hundred  Bifle  men  he  could  make 
that  a  new  State  in  defiance  of  Pennsylvania ;  on  the  10th  Instent 
I  received  a  letter  from  a  settler  there  nearly  to  the  same  purpart  of 
one  inclosed  by  Col.  Wm.  Monl^omery,  Esqr.,  which  I  shewed  to  a 
few,  who  advised  I  should  again  go  up  to  Wyoming,  which  I  did, 
and  the  14th  arrived  there.  I  found  a  number  that  did  not  seem  to 
be  so  &miliaff  as  fcrmily,  I  also  meet  with  a  number  who  appeared 
to  be  much  in  fktcft  of,  and  wished  to  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  one  of  whom  piT>duced  me  the  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  eater- 
cttpted  and  taken,  which  he  made  oath  before  me  was  a  true  one,  a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose.  The  man  b  a  person  who  may  be  relied  on 
but  wished  bis  name  might  not  be  made  known  least  some  of  the 
enemies  of  the  state  would  Uke  away  his  life  for  it,  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  the  Sheriff  of  this  County  arrive  at  Wioming  end  on  the 
three  following  days  served  several  Writs,  but  most  of  them  on  whom 
they  were  served  refused  to  give  bail  bonds,  and  on  the  17th  a  i 


tatrofOiem  ^lUoMMd  M4«Md  (h«  Sbfriff  to  tev^tbtpUatM 
i«alKMuni|  or  tb«j  would  dboM  Um.  On  Ibe  iiiiM  evimiag  we  kft 
the  dIma. 

rUSobemas  of  tfat  Pioyiialara  of  ibo  SiiffiaebuMb  Oon^^j  it 
di400femd  by  tbe  indoKd  C«pj  of  « leUor  fmn  Jofepb  HmbiIImi 
To  Jobs  FnakliDy  Wbicb  perlNips  magbi  bo  i^Dod  poUoj  in  goma^ 
ment  to  endeayoar  to  preyent  by  iwiag  tnd  aradiDf  oobio  moB  tbovo 
-wbicb  would  bo  a  meoM  of  onoovroging  ibooe  tbal  uo  firiobdly  to 
vibo  govornment  and  Lawf  of  iim  Stoto  tad  a  diaoouragement  to 
tbose  wbo  aro  wayering,  niiwb  wiU  depend  on  tbe  firmness  of  tbe 
soldierj  and  tbe  disinterestedness  of  tbe  Officers* 
I  am  Gentlemen  witb  Bsteem 

yonr  Obediett  Hnmble  Berr'ty 

WM.  SHAW. 
Directed 

To  His  Exoellenoj  tbe  President  and  tbe  supreme  Execntiye 
Connoil  of  tbe  Stato  of  Pennsjly«|iia. 
Fayor'dl 
f  Po^-     >  

WM.  MoNTQOMiatT  TO  CoUNOIL,  1786. 

Northbd.,  May  20tb,  1786. 
His  Excellency  the  President  &  tbe  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ex- 

ocutiye  Council^  &o. 

Since  tbe  inclosed  letter  of  the  17 tb  A  meeting  was  bad  of  tbe 
Justkesi  The  Sheri£f,  Tbe  Lieutonai|t  of  tbe  County  &  a  Number  of 
other  Principal  Gentlemen  whore  «pon  conaideration  of  tbe  Intel- 
ligence firom  Wyoming  they  intirely  ooneur  in  sentiment  (respecting 
tbe  danger)  witb  the  representation  in  my  Letter  &  that  of  W«u 
Sbi^r,  &q%  and  are  otearly  &  decidedly  of  opinion  tbat|  no  tiiN^ 
not  a  moment  should  be  lost;  Tbi|t  there  is  tbe  greatest  &  most. 
epiinent  danger  of  a  dismemberment  of  tbe  stato;  That  tbe  parlgr 
WPider  Ethan  Allen.  John  Fnaklin.  &  Solomon  Strong  inereeee 
daily ;  The^-  most  limited  pretensions  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
42d  Degree  of  Latitude ;  That  from  tbe  nature  of  their  yiews  tbej . 
ifill  ^.a  pombined  force  ecting  oonstantly  and  in  concert,  as  tbeii . 
encroadimentSy  like  the  feudal  system  of  old»  will  furnish  the  ns-* . 
ward  of  their  adhecento  apd  foUoweis :  And  no  person  in  the  Stato . 
boweyer  reDU)to  from  the  meesent  sowe,  if  within  the  abore  limit,  i 
QUI  hope  to  oontinue  a  Pensylyanian  without  the  most  speedy, . 
effectuid^  and  yigorous  exertion  of  Goyemment  in  suppressing  this 
^g^rons  insurrection.    That  as  there  sppeaie  still  a  NumUrof 
People  at  Wioming  who  talk  in  a  &yorable  aUraiUy  whether  they  ace 
sinqerei  God  knows,  But  if  there  ere  apy  sincere  frieade  jthere  they  i 
Vol.  X.— S3 
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tioJeBiy  to  lUride  felw  p«r^  iiii4  ike  more^mdHly  ontBh  4lMrMliene. 
Ifc  18  also  the  iminioD  of  all  present  that  it  k  eztmoelj  pfvper  to 
give  jQp  tbi*  tHMly  ivftfrmacieii  bjra  perioli  ^of  thtaIHgttiee,  and  for 
thai  parpoie  have  craaDiAoaalT  appohited  6eal.  Jobn^  Bidl,  laq., 
te  owry  theae  Diipafebea^  to  mem  Ikey  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  for 
OMM  nMite4Md  pariMdar  lofornMioii* 

I  an  Genlkmiea  #ith  y*  greatest  raspeety 

bis  Excellenej  aad  your  HoikmKb 

obedient  boodik  sertaBt^ 

WM.  MONTGOMBRY, 

To  Hia  SseeUeney  the  P^reeideat  k  Supreme  Ezeeotive  Gooneil  of 
the  SmjLQ  of  ProoBylyania. 
Hon'rd  y^  Gl.  Bull. 


Wm,  MoNTGOMiEY  TO  (7.  J.  McKban,  17^6, 

'  North'hd,  May  2Dth,  1786- 
UoDored  Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honqr  of  inolosing  yoa  a  oom  of  an  intercepted 
letter  which  placetb  tte  designs  of  a  r^umber  of  People  at  Wioming 
in  a  dear  and  decided  point  of  tiew ;  there  we  are  informed  of  some  3 
the  active  persons  in  the  scheme  of  a  new  and  Independent  state;  of 
the  best  mode  of  carrying  it  on,  and  of  the  then  expected  arrival  of 
Col.  Ethan  Allen  from  Vermont^  since  the  writing  of  which  Allen 
has  arrivedj  talks  freely  of  a  new  state,  Reprobates  the  Idea  of  sob* 
misfdon  to  P^nnqrlyania ;  and  he  in  conjanction  ^ith  a  Col.  John 
Franklin  of  that  place  and  a  Captain  Solomon  Strong  of  New  Toik 
Slate  are  gone  abo«t  a  week  ago  to  meet  the  Snsqnehannab 
Oenpany  to  consult  what  measures  are  next  to  be  pursued — We 
find  they  have  some  ammunition  ft  stores  lidd  up  so  that  upon  the 
uliel^  it  appears  to  us  beyond  a  doubt  that  a  dismemberment  of  the 
Slute  will  take  place  unless  immediate  force  prevent,  for  we  IM 
thai  no  ov^ures  can  be  made  that  will  saitisfy  all  parties  there.  The 
moat  limited  dnim  of  the  Schemers  is  ite  whole  of  the  42d  Degree 
of  Latitude  tbroagbout  Pisnnsylvaaia—Oanehe  submit  to  this;  she 
cinnot;  Surely  our  yeomcnry  will  no  longer  say,  it  is  a  Land 
Jebing  Quarrel.  The  Bill  "for  striking  them  off  as  a  aeperate 
Omnty  eventually  eeeme  to  put  that  out  of  Question ;  H  is  no  longer 
a'privitte  Quarrel,  it  is  now  become  a  serious  Oovemmentat  conoenii 
and  I  hope  Pensylvania  will  support  as  dignified  a  Oharscter  In  this 
aflUr,  and  assort  her  supremacy  as  fiiUy  as  she  did  her  Indepettdenee 
in  the  late  Bevolution,  it  is  wished  here  by  a  meeting  of  the  nest 
respectable  Characters  at  this  place  that  you  might  Se  informed  of 
the  state  of  ditnga  here  as  you  will  have  an  opportunity  on  t^ 
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Wu.  AMIi^  wlU  tead  yoa  lUi,  frMU  irbNB  yov  wiU  kew  eV^ 
Hikig  iiitpe  lArtioitely  •&  tMf  AdtjMt. 

I  twmmih  witk  tbt  mrtMt  i  uj^pi*     *  -      '     i 

WM.  MONT&OMBBY.  » 

Tbo  HoBOvf  Ut,  Mm.  M  oKen^  Bhqv.,  Dr.  of  h.,  OtM  Jwtfot^  1» 
H«iMir'4  IP  Wm.  HcGkHfy  Bsqr. 

Prbs.  Franklin  to  Wiu.ic.  Shaw^-^Wjoming,  1786, 

lo  Coaneil,  Philadft.,  May  27thy  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  Moeiyed  your  Letter  of  the  18th.  Inst.'*'  by  Gen.  BoU 
with  the  important  Intelligence  of  the  Steps  taken  by  some  restteas 
Men  to  raise  fresh  DisturbaDoe  among  the  Settlers  at  Wyottrhi|^ 
after  the  good  Disposition  yon  had  so  lately  left  thoee  People  in 
when  yon  had  been  amonff  them,  taking  their  Beoognizanoe  &  Oath 
of  Allfl|ffianoe.  We  ftill  hope  that  the  F^ina  you  took  in  thai 
serviceable  Journey,  will  not  be  lost,  but  eontiuue  to  have  a  good 
Effect  in  disappointing  the  Projeots  ot  those  who  aim  at  continuing  a 
Discord  that  cannot  possibly  produce  any  Good.  You  may  he 
assured  that  no  imprudent  use  will  be  made  of  the  Letter  you  oom- 

.munioated    It  is  to  be  regretted  that  when  Measures  were  in  MecD- 
taiion  b;  the  Government  to  accommodate  the  Differenoe,  fireah 

'Occasioti  of  Tumult  should  be  afforded  by  the  SherSflTs  goin^  up  io 

^  Serve  Writs  of  Ejectment  there,  which  mi^ht  possibly  by  Ihoiie 

^Measures  have  been  rendered  unnecessary. 

With  great  Esteem,  I  am  Sir,  Ac,  '  ^ 

B.  F.  Pres.t 
Wm.  Shaw,  Baq., 


Pass.  1B'rans:liv  to  Wm.  Montqombby,  1786. 

Io  OeiiDoil,  PkiM%  May  2r>  1786. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  received  yotir  Letters  of  the  17th  and  20tk 
instant,  bjGkn'I  Bull,  containing  the  important  Intelliffenoe  of  fresh 
Disturbanoes  at  Wyoming,  which  will  be  taken  into  Uonaideration. 
We  are  sensible  of  your  attention  to  the  Public  Welfare,  manifested 

*  See  page  764. 
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Im  ikmm  PJipliluhini  ani  deriwyat  florid  Mrtiima  toMud  m  wbt 
tfHihflr  lafowatiM  jtm  mttf  kmm  tiM  It  limt  oklria  of  ti^FiD- 
•aMdififi  In  that  ptri  ^  ibs  Coant^T)  wmag  in  lh»  iMU  whib  wkal 
IvittBDM  yoa  kftvv  to  qoitl  Iht  ttiads  of  the  a^appf  8«ttim  theii- 
by  Mtaring  them,  thtt  there  ie  the  beit  BiipMilieii  in  the  Geiem- 
ment  to  treat  them  wpilehly  eni  evw  vHh  kieAnBij  end  to  take 
them  under  Ha  Preleetien,  nod  eoaland  te  them  all  the  PriTileges  of 
onr  free  ft  happy  Conslltationy  on  their  demonatmting  by  thdr 
peaeeable  and  orderly  Behaviour,  that  the  Sentimenta  ezpiwd  hi 
Aeir  late  Petitktt  te  the  Qen.  AaaaeaUy  ale  auMMve,  and  that  tfirf 
are  truly  diapoa'd  to  beoome  good  Oitiaeoe.  We  hope  they  viP 
wiaely  porane  thia  Gondaot,  and  thereby  render  all  thought  of 
takng  eompnlaiye  Meaaarea  anneoeaaary. 

I  am,  with  mnoh  eateem^  "^ 

Sir,  yonr  moat  humble  aerrant 

B.  F.,  Ptt«d».* 
Dincted 

W"  Montgomery,  Bsq^,  President  of  the  Coorta  of  Common  Pleii 
Quarter  Seaaiona  and  Orpban'a  Court,  North'  Co'. 


DiLXOATKa  IN  COiraBESS  TO  AuBS.  FBANKLm^  1786. 

New  York,  May  Slat,  1786. 
By  the  permiaaion  of  Congreaa. 
Sir, 

We  do  onraelvea  the  honor  to  encloae  you  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Adiau' 
Xetter  of  the  4  Maroh,  together  with  Lord  Carmartheo'a  Letter  to 
him,  reppeeting  the  frontier  poata,  and  an  abatraot  from  a  report  of 
a  Committee  of  British  Merchantai  &^,  for  the  Information  of  yoar 
Bzoelleney  &  Couneil. 

We  are  with  great  respeot, 

Your  Ezoelleno/a  moat  obedient 

k  Tory  honble  aenr'ta,  , 

CHA.  PKTTET, 
JOHN  BAYARD.f 
.  Uip.  Sl^eeUenoyi  Bei^  PranUinj  Esq. 

«  8m  Col.  Reo.  Yol.  XV.  p.  27. 
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816,  (1784,)  661,  662^  740.  Of  Can- 
necHent,  resolvtlons  of,  116*  Pi«>- 
eeedlni^  on  intemei  Oon«effe,lS^ 
180.  Rejoieinge  fbr  peaoe^  161.  Re- 
pairs  to  goT't  nanelon,  (1788,)  166. 
832.  Remoral  of  obstructiene  tt 
I>el.riTer,(l)«8,)177.  DMrthefK*- 
jor  Kennedy,  176.  Oflieen  of  Penn- 
sylrania  line,  179,  (1788.)  Allot- 
ment  of  eftAles  for  University,  lOS. 
Wyoming  and  Oouneottent,  Intentions 
of  PennsylTania,  196.  Papest  asked 
fbr  by  conn  oil,  108.  Onm*  to 
Amerioaa  Philesepkieal  8oetety,804. 
Bleot  Ame4loneers  for  Philadelplil^ 
206,  209.  Wyoming,  224.  Pay  to  W. 
Vaelay,  816.  XuKms  aStAn,  U6L 
Order  to  R.  Andrews,  Comm'^  on 
Boundary  with  Virginia,  886,  411. 
T.  M4tlaek  867.  8aleofkiMls,870— 
864.  Respeetfaig  James  Searle,  420. 
Chinese  strangers  from  Pallas,  India- 
man,  682.  Bleetien  of  Delegatei  to 
Congress,  684.  Treasvrer,  6.H4.  Re- 
port on  Inland  narigatlon,  686,  Ml. 
State  Hottse,  642.  Wyoming,  (1784,) 
Jmisdie 


Ml,  562,  667—661.    Jmisdiellen  of 

Islands  in  Del.»  611,  yi«.  AetSMOor- 
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in^  lands  al  Wyoming,  657.  R«- 
moTal  of  Honrj  Bhoomaker  m  a  Jus- 
tie«,  695.  Petition  from  Wyoming, 
699—704.  Bonndary  lino  N.  T^ 
JarisdioUon«  Stc^  of  Islaadf,  710. 
Cuflom  hoato  Bonds,  711.  Report 
on  Wyoming  reeommitted,  749.  Bleo- 
tion  of  J.  Hamilton  in  Weitmoreland 
Go.,  760 ;  do.  of  Penifer  Pracer  in 
Chester  Co.,  as  Register,  Ac.,  766. 
Anotioneers  for  Pbiladetphiay  eUetai 
b7MMBUy,206»109. 


Ballot,  Toting  by.  Censors  inqoire  of 
.  ODimeU  zespootyigr  302.    Answer  of 

.  Oovndl,  806, 
Mtimom,  Goma'rs  on  bonndary  witk 

Yirg'a,  meet  and  agree  at,  96. 
Bnrbvy  Poiraxi»  memorial  from  mer- 
ohants  on  oaptores  by,  410,   411, 
*.  M6. 

Barelay  Thomas,  free  ports  of  Fraaee, 
.  »7. 

BniBaeks  aft  Lanotater  M,  237,  607. 
.  At  PbiUdelpUa,  369,  341,  361, 368, 
o  376,  767. 
^iirtbnlomaw,  Bdw'd,  appointed  CoUee- 

.  «Dr«fBzaise,443. 
iUjvX  CoU,  eommaads  at  Port  Pitt, 
.  <«783»)167.    Peli^fiitea  ta  CongiflM, 

BojntoA,  John,  CoUe<)tor  pf  Tonnage, 

.fltatwnentreveetlngi  511. 
BM6ty,  Brenrina,  and  P.  Bowen,  Agf  i 
,-  t».4iitc|b«t«  wrtiAeates  to  Penn'a 
.  Line-rEaport,   437,    596;    resign, 
.   (1784,)  604.    fi«f«med,605. 
Bedford  Co.,  M.  Done  in  jail  at,  113. 
•.  Msoneni  tQ  b0  mmi  to  I^anoaster. 
.   110    Censas  of  irhite  males  under 
.61^513. 
B9rhs  G«^  list  ef  o&een  of  the  milUia 

im  I90>  331.  Zcoops  to  maroh  to 
•  Wyoming,  346.  . . 
aiddto»  Chada^  elected  T.  P.,- 5^7. 
..  Iiettef.s«ipsetiBg  Chiaaia,  Ao,  527. 
JHUiard  Tahle%  taxes  ojw  PhU'a,  332, 
.  234.  . 
Bilting«part»  Betvos  oCJfBiUiy  Stprsi 

at;  384. 
JIBs  df  aredl^,  signing.  456. 
BMop,  aa  American, Tatters  relating  to 

aonsdoraition  of  in  DffMnarlL  and  Ag* 

.land.   433 — 136.     Consecration    of 

Biabopi  WhiUand  Pro?ost»  434, 
JUaint,  Bphraim*  paymant  of  intSMst 

«n  City  lols.  609. 
JiQgg%  JamaSf  iDskqptions  tow  from 

Qab.  tnrii«,  raspaoting  lanil  oh^- 
.   •llato.foiirt.PiottllK 


Boggs,  Martha,  referred  lands  oppo- 
site Fort  Pitt.  699. 

Bottdinot,  Blias,  Letter,  74. 

Bonndary  with  New  York,  413,  413, 
414,  432,  435,  444,  450,  464,  710. 
Commissioners  on,  422, 450, 

Bonndary  with  Indians,  418. 

Boundary  Une  between  Penn'a  and 
Virg'a,  report  to,  and  reeohition  «f 

.    Aseevibly,  8,  56,  72.  96,  96.    CoL 

.  Cox  Ac,  96,  126.  131.  €k»T.  Ear- 
riaon  on,  66,  72,  TT,  96»  96, 146, 171. 
Comm'rs  appointed  by  Yirg'a,  146» 
336 ;  by  Penn'a,  223,  330,  &,  236^ 
269,  373,  373.  412,  418,  438,  438, 
439,  489,  506,  673,  602, 608.  . 

Boundary,  the  western,  described,  439. 
Commissioners  443|  462,  760. 

Bowdoia,  Oor.  James,  of  Massacin- 
setts,  letters  to  Congress  on  insnU 
ting  correspondence  of  Captain 
Heniy  Stanhope,  499—506. 

Boyd,  Alex'r,  elected  Auctioneer  fer 
Philad'a,  206,  209. 

Boyd,  John,  letter  of  Council  to,  res- 
pecting Wyoming^  307.  Appointed 
CommT  to,  330 ;  letter,  627. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  Atfy  Qenl,  «aae  ^ 
T.  MaUack,  2Q2,  635.  Case  of  Big 
Spring  tract»  713.  Pees  in  Montg> 
Co.,  743.  List  of  CosAm'rs  Taxa^ 
Ac,  494.    KiUtiaiiaes,748. 

Brant,  Capt,  88. 

Breekenrid(n,  H.  V.«  daUrers  an  eulo- 
ginm  on  those  who  loll  In  the  Bero- 
Intinn,  (1779,)  162. 

British  and  German  elotblng  dafioient, 
7. 

British  Commercial  arrangements,  rem- 
ecjy  for  evils  of,  153. 

Biituh  merchants  oomplaia  of  giier« 
ances  from  America  746. 

Bcodhaad,  «enl  J>^%  (1779J  161. 
See  VoL  VIL 

Bryan,  Hon.  Qeou,  answer  to  qn 
of  Council  on  Justices  of  the 
16  to  19.  CoflUi'rs  on  bouadar]^ 
(1788,)  171.  On  trial  of  IndUn  fbr 
murdei^  476.  On  eafe  of  Doane,  60^ 

Bnohanan,  Col.,  Ms  Mtallon  of  Cum- 
berland Co,  (1779|)'  161.    (See  ToL 

vn.) 

Bnohs  Co.,  Sherlif  of,  nn  arrest  of  6eig% 
Nagle.^.  Beathof]fa^Kenne%r 
by  Eobars,  (1783,)  178.  Orders  to 
Troops  to  march  to  Wyoming,  346. 
Case  of  Solomon  Ylokers,  432.  Bsn- 
ditti  from,  on  fronden^  583.  Aaron 
Doane,  697.  JUbber  of  Treasury  in 
jfUl,  698. 

Bvfalo  Creek,  pHsonen  taken  by 
Ind'nson(1788,)l67^ 

BnUe%Col.Eich'd,«9,M,SM.    Cm- 
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f«r«iio*  wUh  hln  a]i4  A.  Lhp  on  ■ 

Indian  trtatles,  295.    and  La*  to 

Coonoil,  on  oflloan,  8S2. 
Butler,    WiUUio,    propoaof    printing 

ofRoe  at  Pittsbarg,  421. 
BaUer,   Z«balon.    i^o^  petition.  669, 

m,  618. 


O. 

CaldwelU  Sam'If  roipeotingUog  lalmd, 

iSoa  Vol.  IX,)  185. 
Canterbury,  Arohblflbop  o4  refbsee  to 

eontoorate  Amerioan  Biabope,  42U. 
Carberry,  Honry,  and  Sullivan  affair 

of,    61,    74;    oorrespondenee,  Ao., 

with  Maryland  reepeoting,  290-293 ; 

deiegatee  on,  675,  576 ;  depoaltionB, 

Ae<,  676-580 ;  letter  Got.  of  Mary- 
'     land,  820;    Instructions  to   Sboriff, 

323 ;  Got.  Paoay  respecting,  824. 
Garieton,  Sir  Guy,  letter  relating  to  pre« 

llminaries  of  peaee  and  termination 

of  bostUities,  18;  robber  in  N.  T., 

101,131, 
Garmathen,  (British  Seoretoxy,)  to  Mr. 

Adams^  oomplaining  of  grieyances  to 

British  oredltors,  746. 
Censors,  Council  of.  Resolutions,  Ao., 

of,  149,  163,  302,  329,  327,  338,  336, 

868.  696,  604,  605,  656:   on  TOting 

by  ballot,  802 ;  answer,  816. 
Oelisus  of  Bedford  Co.,  612. 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  oonneotion 

proposed,  640. 
Chester  Co.,  wagons  stopped  In,  with 

British     clothing,    12;      wagoners' 

names,  18  ;  execution  of  Darld  Baw- 

son  of,  609;  Persifer  Fraser  appointed 

Raglatar  of  Wills  aad  Baoordar  of 

Deeds  in,  756. 
Chevnnxda  Friiaa,ramoTal  of,  98, 144- 

146, 177,  210,  219,  219,  821, 840,  350, 

565,  585;.  Nombar    and    sitnption, 

(1784,)  690. 
Chinese,  sick  from  an  Indlaman,  and 

84  othara    and  arew  of  the  Pallaa  ■ 

aeak  and  obtain  aid,  627,  526 ;  reso- 
•     Indon  of  Ass'bly,  531 ;  Levi  Boilings  - 

worth  laipactlng,  546,  548. 
OUppawa  Indians,  16. 
Chrystie^  Capt  Jamea,  arrivaa  at  Bas- 

ton  with  a  detaahment»  135 ;  at  fort 

Diokinson,  209. 
Ciroulars  to  Prothonotaries,  268. 
Clinton,  Gen., jurrires  at  J?ort  SoUiTan, 

719. 
Clinton,   Gov.  George,  of  N.  T.,  on 

boundary,  422,  435,  458,  513. 
.  Cliatoni  James^appointedoommiasioner 

on  boundary  with  N.  Y*,  450. 
Clothing,  6,  7,  12, 13.    . ,  . 


^nlB,  iaam  Col.  WiUiam.  769. 

Commaroa,  resolution  of  Qomgftu  on 
regulation  of,  507^, 

Commerae — intemal^-procaadlngi  of 
Assembly  raapeeting,  128;  eonunls- 
sioners  appointed,  730. 

Commissioners  on  boundary,  280,  ^Zf 
236,  372,  378,  438,  489, 506 ;  anxtous 
to  be  correct,  236 ;  report,  606. 

Commissioners  on  northern  boundary 
ask  for  a  transit  instrument,  4.6. 

Commlssionera  of  Biicka,  75* 

Commissioners  for  defenaa  of  Dal.*  26. 

Commissioners  of  Cumberland,  79. 

Commissionara  of  land  oAee,  541, 646. 

Commisaionars  to  treat  with  Indiana 
appointed,  265;  letter  from,  266, 
332;  inatruetions,  820;  from  Pros, 
respecting  prisoners,  825;  arrive  at 
Fort  Stanwiz,  846:  treaty  with  Six 
nations,  857,  895.  410,  489,  496, 610  ; 
obligation  to  deliver  goods,  Ae^  to 
Indians,  610. 

Commissioners  Lanoastar  Co.,  82. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  axamlna 
Boads  and  Rivers  for  internal  aom- 
maroa,  129, 180,  312,  633,  710. 

Commissioners  Northampton  Co.,  92. 

Commissioners  of  Ph{ladelp))ia»  ol)|aat 
to  appropriating  site  of  Jail  for  no 
Bxchange,  104 ;  old  iron,  807. 

Commissioners  to  take  poasasaion  of 
Pittsburg  when  relinquished  by 
tJnlua  Stotes,  477,  498. 

Commissioners  on  navigation  of  Bus* 
quehanna  river,  755. 

Commissioners  of  Taxes  for  Pbila.  Co., 
51,  222,  224, 238. 

Commissioners  on  trade  of  United 
SUtes  appointed  by  Virginia.  788. 

Commissioners  of  Washington  Co.,  684 , 
587. 

Commissioners  of  Wes^oreland  on 
supplies,  98. 

Commissioners  on  Wyoming,  aorres- 
pondonoe  with,  30-87;  to  magis- 
trates  as  to  safety^  662;  answer,  663 ; 
to  Pres.  Dickinson,  664:  advertise- 
ment, 669 ;  letter  from  Inhabitantt'  to, 
671 ;  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  677. 

Conference  with  Indiana  at  Onandago, 
63 ;  for  nnrchasa  of  lands  from,  105. 

Confiscated  estates,  agents  to  report, 
154;  Hog  Island,  185. 

Congress,  letters  to  and  from,  7,  27,  61, 
62,  98,  135,  151,  193,  206,  231,  284, 
263,  358,  371,  897,  441,  442, 457, 461 , 
472,  488,  490,  607,  514,  532, 535,  589, 
543,  544,  549,  736,  745,  754 1  resolu* 
tions  of,  7,  27,  46,  90,  105, 136, 189, 
168,  (1783)  179,1U4,239, 242,369, 507, 
520,  524,  528,  536,  543,  544,  549,  666, 
561,  562,  (1784)  566,  590,  716;  dele 
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Ml,  IM,  151, 154, 156,  156, 1S4, 164, 
SM,  24S,  S58, 300,  405, 4t0, 44«,  457, 
4fn,  488,  511,  584,  548, 558,  56S,  575, 
881,  593,  801,  887,  T05,  718,  758,  788 
— to  urmngv  for  eUitet  in  ttetXy,  7  ; 
tmty  with  Indiuit  on  p«Me,  45,48; 
ftMuiMS,S88;  MWeryefBewpriaon, 
58$  visiBtftiMing  ganlfon  »i  Vort 
Ktl.  58;  UUek  ezpMtod  st  Pkils., 
81;  pttblie  doonmeBto  taken  to  be 
restored  to  Bngfaad,  88;  Indian 
tAAn,  181;  on  pwebnee  of  lands  bj 
Pennejlwrln  from  Indian*,  185; 
refMnt  on  IndiaB  afUn,  118-185; 
proelaaaaliofi  for  ibankBghing  far 
peaee,  184 ;  rtnoral  of  teat  of  6ov- 
emnieni,  188-188 ;  on  InH  repreaen- 
totloB,  188,  153,  158;  eare  of  anu, 
artilleTy,  fte.,  154;  g^tXiHf  to 
Waabington,  155, 1 85 ;  debate  wbetber 
ae?Wi  atotoa  ean  fntiiy  treaty  of  peace, 
158,  184,  183;  Loan  oflee,  (1788,) 
188;  Saanetal  plan,  (1780,)  rejeotod 
bj  Ya.,  173;  eoramatationa  in  Hen 
•f  balf  pay  to  oflleers,  178;  Waab. 
ington,  nnovBeee  bia  eounilarion* 
lH,  (1783);  treaty  of  peace  ratified 
by  nine  etotes,  193 ;  eonrt  for  deter. 
niiniBgrigbtof  aeQ  at  Wyoming,  194» 
304^  818,  818,  331 ;  repreeentntion 
not  ftfl,  308;  memben  attending, 
207;  atotes  .  represented  in,  320; 
tmportaaea  of  Ml  repreaentatiott 
from  ea^  state,  239;  arrears  of 
interest  on  national  debt,  248-258, 
288;  delegatea  to,  elected,  854; 
proeeedings  in  ease  of  Longsebamps, 
398;  Ridhaid  Heniy  Lee  elected 
Fresident  of,  359;  delays  in  settling 
tVsoeh  aeeennts,  388;  aeeonnts,  871 ; 
Jobn  Ja.y  elected  secretary  of  foreign 
sAun,  481,  857;  elalnps  of  Pennn., 
405, 424 ;  caplares  by  Barbery  powers, 
418,411;  delegaiee  elected  to,  437; 
may  appoint  Commissioners  on  bean* 
da^,  440;  respecting  troops  for 
itofenee  of  frontiers,  440 ;  laying  off 
States  in  western  territory,  457; 
soldiers'  eerti8eate%  481 ;  relief  of 
disabled  soldiers  and  seamen,  472; 
asks  for  eopies  of  journal  488;  sends 
Journal  to  Btatos,  488 ;  papers  relating 
to  Qor.  of  M asaacirasette  and  Captain 
Btaabope,  499 ;  commerce — Stages  to 
rest  witb  power  to  regidate  for  15 
y«ars,  Ac,  508,  738;  proportion  of 
olBcers  and  privares  to  be  fbmisbed 
by  Pennsylraoia,  511;  report  on 
national  debt,  514-520;  reselntion 
on  loan  o(Bee,  520-523;  issne  of 
certific&tes  to  continental  army,  524; 
military  claims,  528,  535;    state  of 


wpieseuiatloB,  882  ;  esrtlteatas  te 
•oMiers,  538 ;  short  representation, 
537 ;  Jobn  Haaeodk  eloeted  presid% 
589f  eopies  of  jonmala,  543 ;  ratii- 
oation  of  definitiTe  treaty,  548; 
Teaqde,  Oenaai  6en.  ftnas  Grsai 
Britain,  544;  toeaty  wiOk  Ladtaas, 
548;  Wyoming,  (1784,)  558,  88S» 
718 ;  appointment  of  delegatea,  583; 
renwral  of  seal  of  goreraaMBt»  588- 
574»  (1784)  575;  eommittea  of  Btatea 
to  aatfnieees8,588;  iademlfioatiea 
to  Washington,  575 ;  temporary  fbrm 
of  GoTemnwnt  fbr  western  territory, 
575;  Captain  Garberry,  575,  878; 
petition  of  2.  Bvtler,  581, 718;  eoDae. 
tion  of  debts,  588;  regaoral  ofpapera- 
tnm  Annapolis,  881  r  propose  ptaeas 
fbr  the  pnblic  bnlldbigs  aad  aeaft  ef 
gOTemment,887;  on  Barbaiy  po«w% 
785;  Longaobampe— Wyt  mln&  788 ; 
complaint  of  Thomas  Shields,  715 ; 
report  on  rerenve  system,  7SS-735 ; 
a^nowledgment  of  Sienr  de  la  Ter> 
rest  aa  riee  eoasnl  of  Fraaea,  735; 
provision  for  disaUod  salvers  aad 

Connectient  and  Wyoming — [See  Wyo- 
ming} ;  resolndons  of  Assembly  «( 
118,  117;  proolamation  of  GoTemor 
TmmbaD,  148;  letters  to  aad  Ikom 
Got.,  U7,  148,  213 ;  resolntioa  ef 
Assembly  of  Penna.,  284;  eoai- 
pluned  of,  204;  cliums,  398;  claim- 
ants disposed  to  rioleaoe  to  Be^  Laee 
to  denart,  878;  memorial  of  Joba 
FranUin  to  Assemb^r  oi;  881; 
resolntions  of  Assemb^  on  ditto, 
683 ;    cession  proposed  by,  780. 

Conwallis,  Lord,  nyerattona  at  soalb, 

(1780,)  173. 
Gonneil  of  Geaaars,  reaohitioiM  a^  UM, 

153,  30^  308^  338^  327,  333,  331^  M3, 

54f, 
Gonnterf^it  loan  olBce   earlifliiatea  a 

ciwtalation,  447. 
Coaaty 

tolion  diHrlota,  418. 
Cox,  Ueai.  CoL  Gabriel,  snite  i  _ 

arising  from  booadary  with  YligiBia, 

81,  98,  125,  181 ;  lattor  to  Minhael 

HnCDag)^U5. 

Cnig^  IboaMSb  LientesaftO  of  IfmA-^ 
amptoa  Co. — letters  of  CuaaUl  to^ 
respecting  Wyoming,^  288^  888,  888. 

Olrwrecevr,  Mona,  letter  to,  from  Pvo8. 
Dickinson,  195,  (1784)  658u 

Cnaiberlaad  Oa.,  imimairiimsia  8» 
taxes,  79;    Indiana  In,  (1778)  158; 


— (Seo  VoL  XIL)    letarm  of  a 

1777  te  1783^285;  oOeara  of  asBitia 

in,  588,  688. 
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den,  Ao.,  22. 


DmU^  Thooiu,  oMitTMloir  for  building 
pint  in  R.  DwhMwn,  US,  VIS. 

PftWBon,  Dayid,  of  GhMler  C0.9  Mce- 
Mited^«09. 

]>•  Brntfioe  A  G«iTiiMi  piopoie  to  re- 
move GlMnrmiiji  de  ttiiB,  144*145. 

]l«  GiaiMv  Ctannty  prateot  of  euinoo 
for,  69. 

JMmuj,  Sharp,  (CoHooter)  ob  Memo- 
rial of  Cap.  Daiii,  99.  HaaTj  do- 
nand»  441, 116. 

Pai—are  rinr,  e<|aippiiig  aria—unt 
todeflndtft.  JUawval  af  Okovwx 
^li  friie^  96,  144.  Comaiialoiian 
appalnlad  to  txaoihia,  1S4«  laqviry 
respaaClRg  Itlaods  above  Iblli,  180. 
JPalla  U,  aa  nal  of  government,  187. 
Propoaala  of  I>e  BrnMine  A  Qanieon 
laiamave  aheTaaz  da  friie,9i,  144- 
146,149^660,566.  Reeolatioaa  of  Ae- 
aemblf  oa  reawvfag,  (1786)  177, 
210.  Amount  expended  fbrtepfove- 
mant,  240.  MiUlaiy  etofos  at  Fort 
Island  and  BiUlugapoit,  284,  (1764.) 
IlemoVal  of  oheraaz  de  flriiee,  84 », 
860.  Jurisdiction  of  Isiandi,  180, 
866,  696.  Federal  biddings  on  the 
Delaware,  693.  Piera  to  be  ereetod, 
407«  Contract  for,  456.  Propoeals, 
471,  713.     Imwrorements    eonteu- 

K'  Aed  by  the  Wardens,  (1764)  671. 
07s  tuen  away,  580.  seaoon  on 
Cross  Ledge,  588.  Chevaux  de  Mies, 
689,  606,  607.  Jttrisdistion  of 
Islands,  611,  and  navigation  of,  710. 
Inqniiy  as  to  owneiahlp  of  Islands 
in  the  Biver,  789. 

]>aUvare,  State  of.  Inland  navigation, 
588,  640. 

Delawares,  (Indians,)  85,  86. 

J>el6gate8  in  Congress,  tetters  to,  25, 
27,  45,  48,  52,  69,  72,  101,  126, 
l&t,  164,  166,  156,  184,  204,  210, 
228,  858,  369, 897, 405,.  410,  440,  457, 
476,  534,  549,  564,  592,  681,697,705, 
718,  759, 768.  On  gratntty  to  Oen. 
Washington,  151.  Bleotion  of,  864, 
487.684.    No.  of,  564. 

Denmark,  willing  to  eonseorato  Ameri- 
can Bishops.  Litters  from  Mr.  De 
St.  Bapborio,  Ac,  484. 

•Do  Peystor,  Lt  OoL,  A.  S*,  on  ladlaA 
negotiations,  86,  89. 

Depoiitioas,  reepeettng  Joseph  Doane, 
110.  Mablon  Doane,  111,  112. 
James   Oellers,    (1780)     161.     Re- 


speetteg  Wyamfa^^Mr.  Add,  IfC 
Reepeodng  escape  of  C.  J.  Long*. 
ehump,  271-274.  Baspaating  sulns 
at  Pittsburg,  468-464.  Against 
Henry  Carberry,  576-580.  James 
Bell,  594.  PhflDp  Jenkins,  604. 
If  ark  Hallbenny,  697.  Robert  Gib- 
aoa,598.  John  Boyd,  621.  WiWa^ 
Brink,  621-623.  Osl.  J.  Amatfuug, 
623.  RaepeotlttgWyoaring.ai-488, 
64».662.  Taken  at  Wyoming,  «68» 
659^62,  688^  681.  John  Lilth^  on 
Indian  Bobberies,  768. 

Daaarters  from  Anmrioan  Beglmant^8. 

De  Witt,  Simeon,  appointed  to  lun 
bonndwy  line  with  N.  T.,  464l 

Dftakinson,  9ort,  184.  Ttovpt  al^  189. 
Deep  snow  at,  197.  Commanded  by 
Major  Moors  mo>ey  wanted  to  pay 
debts,  200.    FrMhefta^2I2. 

Dickinson,  Jaaaet,  oont^sreiiaa  with 
Indian  Ohlefii  en  survey  of  DoautloA 
Landi^  740*  ' 

DIeklnaeii,  Pires.,  Joha»  ealla  attenlkon 
of  Judges  to  moral  edueattoa  of 
youth,  628.  Ceaaes  to  ba  PiuslAiitt^ 
527. 

Dlgby,  Bear  Adaiaal,  Bobt.,  vleiri 
under  prelimtnaiiaa  of  pcaoa,  21. 

Directory,  irst  published  In  Philadel- 
phia, 271. 

Doane,  Aaron,  petitton  for  pardon,  848, 
716t  717.  Deposition  againat^  <1784) 
597.  In  prison,  608.  Jadga  Bryan 
on,  609. 

Doane,  Abm.,  trouUes  Washington  Co., 
594. 

Doane,  Joseph,  reapeoting  asrsat  ol 
110,  114,  152.  Petition  of  enptaffO, 
666,682. 

Doane,  Mahioo,  deposition  respeeUng 
arreat  of.  111,  111 

Donaldaon,  Arthur,  asslsto  L.  R<  in 
removing  chevunx  de  IHse,  849,  860. 

Dougherty,  B.,and  D.  Espy,  deposltton 
reepeotlng  M.  Doaue,  112,  To  aaad 
prisoosivto  Lanouster,  119. 

Douglass,  Mi^or  Bphraim,  on  Indian 
negotiations,  62,  70,  68.  Bleetlosis, 
262,  606.  Memorial  for  ottao  In 
Piyetto  Co.,  116,  663.  Jurttoes, 
464,682.   K0  8hattflu9ayatto,688. 

Drals,  Daniel/  taxes  on  aoadtooatod 
estatos,  150. 

Duke  of  Nofmaadyi  birth  a^  anaounoed 
by  Sec'y  Jay,  as  a  cause  of  pleasure, 
476. 

Duncan,  David,  and  John  Flnlfy,  apply 
for  Fort  Melntosh  as  A  plima  of 
Indian  trade.  704. 

Duponoeau,  Peter  8.,  appUea  to  be 
Bfotary  and  Interpreter— his  taati* 
monials,  Ac,  351-353.  ^ 


33* 


77* 


C19.  Chn^ili^  MriTCS  with  a 
4   iUu     F«tilKM   sT 


BdtorV  Val«iliii%  Mlaraf  of 

in  JSMiki  Co.  JCUilUt  IM. 
EdacatioD  of  jtmth,  •■<  Manl  mtekig 
.  ■if«d«nJadcMhjPm.]>itlBtaM% 

Election  retanic  aatfc  b«  atrtUM  by 

OoaalaUa  at  Ovanear  af  tha  BMt; 

284.    OC Matthew  frTiii,aaBaa«i«r 

«i  I>f4»,  Pblte^707. 
ElUcott,  Aatew*  anpoialad    to  m 

Wettaoi  baa^aiy*  461 
XUiatt,  If  r^  iBdMB  Ag«Bt»  84,  tt. 
BagUsdy  objecti   to  caoaaendbA  af 
BUbapa    witbaiA    Tm8 


llagjiifc  Ycatil  mrums  ftiaeh  aol«i, 

eompUiat  against,  175. 
Mn%f  Ittikt    Cfhmmwt^nen  to  iaqaifO 

wJietber  aoy  part  of  it  is  m  tba 

Stata,  129. 
Swing,  R«T.  John,  Comm'z  on  Virgiiiia 

JBoaadary,  (1788)  171.  888»  488,  4ML 

BtsigM,  428,  448.    Camoi.  on  fins- 
^B.,7W. 


JUlowMd»  X^  aIaation»  884. 
JPoyalts,  Go^  fonatd  ftom  Wottsars- 

land  Co.,  118,  184.     AppointmanU 

or  lilantanaata  not  satisfaatorj,  218. 

Betnrns  of  Fiald  Ofleeri  in,  276. 

MsmflHaU  388.    TroaUes  from  Vii^ 

ginlans,  280.    Agant  to^  4M.    27o 

iliarii;  6^.    Popositioos  i^spaating 
.    aMaaks  on  CoUaotors,  108,  894.    J. 

Story  Qpana  aftas  fer  a^astiia^  akips, 

84& 
.Foj^atii,  Mffquk  da  La»  addraisas  In- 

diaas  at  toii  StanWiz,  348. 
^nloy.  Est.  Jami^i«nt«o  Westaar». 

land  on  saowt  oxpaditlon  in  roUtaon 

to  a  now  state,  i»,  41.    InttrnottMH 

to,  183,  (1783.) 
Vbmmj^  O^  narohas  for  Fort  Pk^ 

887. 
Fituimotts,  Nicholas,  appointed  kaspar 

ofProtinoalBlaady  74, 
Jitirimoni^  Xlioauis,  inqnivy  of  affect 

of  paaee  on  goods  flrom  CL  B.»  28. 

Latter,  48. 
Flag,  Biate»  raised  on  Bfarket  street 

hill,  38. 


Gew..  748. 

Fls  lean,  FhnJtal,  resigns  ptisiiMiy  §i 

Cow«»  In  &Tor  of  Kd.  Khifiisn.  821 

Feet  Inland,  retiaiM  af  aiKtaiy  stsm 

nt,281 
Forts,  BOlingspart,  281 

TOiMnssn,  18d»  188, 888,  nt 
.Fortf"     


Malatod^  189,  381,  481   44% 

481781 
Fin  &1  81  81  111  141  187, 

<U88)  887,    881  481  481 
Rica,  181 
Slanwis,  481 
8aliiTan»7il 
Fox,  Edwarl  CoMm^ea*,  181 


Staies,111L  Oektaof^eBan 

Ush  Toesel  siMpisinad  oi;  171 

tec  to  BinisNr,  iuOiairt  tm  OsHiS. 

eatoa.   221      Ftoa  pasto  ivpaiwted 

In.  287.     ChavaMsr  T 

FUJn,    879-281 

plains   Of    i 

Qnamnttoai 

861    " 


Forest*  Yioa  Oenaal,  731 

Franets,  Tenah,  appointed 
ner  for  ditislon  and  sale  of  Baitack 
loto  in  Fhiladdplua,  241  141,  SBI. 

Franklin  Cei,  no  marriage  lirmiimr^cJ 
lkare»829.    Fomel  (1784).  881 

Franklin,  Bei|^  elaatod  a.  mamker  ef 
Coaaail,  tkenpaesidni  af  ift»  and  Aea 
president  of  the  fitata,  827.  Latter 
from,  (1784)  681 

Franklin,  CoL  John,  to  oftoers  af  tks 
Ganrison  nt  Wyoming  to  samnier, 
821.  Xo  Prask  IMekinsan,  871  Me- 
morial to  Conn.  An.,  861  Besela- 
aonSQfAssamUyando^881  Lsttm 
to,  from  Joseph  Hsmiltoo,  761. 

Fraser,  Persillnv  etostod  FHgMm  of 
WiUs  and  Aaaardar  ef  Itoadi  to 
Chester  Co.,  788. 
Igor  e 
twaan,]aad  had  j 
609. 

Freshet,  haary,  at  Fort  IKeUnson,  222. 

FnUerton,  JCiJor  Riehard,  asks  powder 
for  3d  Philsdalphia  BnttoMon,  788. 


Mbmiih^  Jlobart, 

murderer,  481    '. 

Gardner,  Joaepk,  elaetod 

Congress,  861  437, 

from,  495.  628. 


Frsneh  and  fingor  ereaks,  awrrays  ba- 
near  AUegkeny  K, 


TW 


'     S20,3!f4>  197,  MS,  54«,  Mt^  MS,  944, 
"   75S.     IfMt.)  lettMT  to,  ai4,  4f9,  Mf, 

603,  &M.  Nmt  J«nej,  IN,  8M,  458, 
'  TSt.  M^  To*,  418,  4t»»  450,  tU. 
•  IVortti  Oftroltea,  %%%.  %iMtk  Ottro- 
'    llM,  to.    TtlrciLS%   l4tt«N  «o  lind 

from,  50, 72,  n,  95, 00, 145^  ITi,  003, 

608 
Q.  Britain,  ukl  U.  8ta«M  ywWuil— let 
-    or  fM«M  ilgMA,  8.   1  alter  of  Star  ^Iny, 

Cartetoi,  18.    Roar  AdiBlm&  DIglij'p 

lettor,  roipootiiif  prifoBon,  II.  In- 
'    qnirj,  rofpoMUf  goodt  from,  M.    J. 

Temple^  eooUDlMioned,  CobmU  Oca., 

544. 
6tter«d,  BoB^,  QoT.  of  S.  Ourolbw, 

aiki  for  a  lUt  of  Tnltort,  70. 


Hamilton,  Joseph,  to  GoL  Jobs  Tftnik* 
lin,  on  Wjominf  aifain,  751. 

Hand,  Oen.  Bdwik,  (1779,)  160,  (ie« 
Vol.  VII.) 

HaiHia'to  f  owA,  ladlaa  mrdor  a«ir, 
32,  BfCoonty  town  of  Woabnonkiid, 
01. 

Hardeni  l^or  John,  reeofliVMdaitloa 
of,  010. 

Harmar,  Lient  OoL  Jodali,  InitiMtfoBi 
for  reeniiting,  800,  lottor  from,  811, 
810.  Betimif  of  reorvlta,  4e.,  at 
height*  of  Sehvylkill,  888.  BoOuns 
of  troo]^,  887.  Indian  TVestiei, 
804,  470.  Trocpi  loaro  for  Fort 
Pitt,  845,  801.  Botnrm  of  TMope, 
800, 808,  408,  481,  440,  400,  400, 498. 
mtnitloo  of  Fori  M elatoeh,  400,  448. 
'  How  Eoginiont,  455.  OOoert  wiU- 
log  to  eontlnne,  405.  Dtoohaiwea, 
409,  479.  Pny  of  OSoon,  404.  Re- 
enlttng,  490,  600.  To  Mtain  the 
Troope,  490.    Reomiting,  Ac,  500. 

BarifMm,  Oor.  BoiiJ.,  of  Virglala,  on 
Bonndaiy,  60,  78,  77»  05,  90,  145, 
175,  008,  008. 

ttfl«y,  David,  loiKr  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
on  Mr.  Jay'a  return.  (17^)  ^^i. 

Mwtikft  RogtMont,  (1770,)  159,  (aoe 
Vol.  VII.,J  360. 

Hays,  Ohrfetophor,  IncHaae  Mnrder  on 
ftmition,  Ae.,  264.  Rospeoting  ap- 
pointments   in    Fayette    Co.,    866. 

'     AflUn  in  WeatmorelMid,  879. 

Heineken,  J.  H.,  Chrietlan,  rooognised 
aa  Oonanl  for  U.  Nothoriande,  at 
Philadelphia,  440. 

Hollttedt,  Charles,  commissioned  aa 
Swedish  Consnl,  Phfladolphia,  802. 

Henry,  William,  eleoted  member  of 
Oottgr^i  854,  l07»  584.  Loiter^ 
406. 


jMg^l^^  ^^^C^^. .  ^^^^^^^^_  _« 


HlllegM,  HIehaol,  appotaitad  CMimri. 
i^r  divMon  nadanlM  of  hwiMklhts, 


860^841,201. 


fur 
€wntda  Ortsao,5f. 

HMUngaworth,  Loti,  k  iHhar  DmsOld- 

'  son,  romore  Chwvsnz  As  IHna^  ilN>m 

R.  Dol.,  840.    OompUnmnOaiy  lilUr 

to^  fimn  Pros.  DMtecB,  OOOi. 

HoUingsvorth,  LoH,  report  rOspooUng 

CUMne^  587,  540,  548. 

iSoH,  Fnuiria  lwdt%  A*  C.  ftes, 

BMopo  of  a  voisol  to  Delamare, 

at  Jfaren   Hook,   when 


Cewm> 
>ri^ 


865.  Fees,  707.  AfMlMted 
m  afavigatton  ^f  tof  no* 
rar,  755. 

HiMoy,  Adaai,  re^oatfav  Feat  Bnl- 
Uraiiy  and  opafatioas  In  Hew  Torfc, 
719. 

Hnhloy,  John,  homing  of  ContI  Mania- 
aiIianoa8tor,278. 

Hnffnagle  MIebaei,  iwpeating  CoL 
Cox,  125.  Timber  OB  lands  opposiU 
Piittbnr^  UO,  141.  8otUtfaon,429. 
Destmotton  of  ganteon  mins,  429. 
Orden  to,  respeeling  IfanoUan 
Township,  747.  Tippling  bowses, 
Aei,  186.  Eloetfon  at  PitlAnrg,  211. 
Sale  of  rains  of  Qanlson  at  Pitlsbnrg, 
462.  Mnrder  by  Indians^  465»  467. 
On  Indian  Robhortaa,  708. 

Hnmphrey,  Joabna,  Jr.,  puspsssi  to 
bniid  pievs  at  Marons  Hnok,  471. 

HnmptsM,  CoL  Rieb'd,  lottmr  ta^  on 
soldiers  at  Laneaslsr,  50. 

Hnnt,  John,  ramonstranoa,  (1777,) 
against  treatment,  by  order  of  Conn- 
ell,  168,  (see  VoU  VL  580.) 

HntebtnSf  Tho's,  appointed  a  CommV, 
to  ezaaitne  roads  and  riTors  Ihr  in.- 
ternal  eommeroo,  129,  180.  Ap- 
pointed Commrs.  on  Virginia  Bonn- 
dary,  228.    Commr.,  384,  488,  440. 

Hnteblnson,  Dr.  James,  on  oondititn 
of  Hospital  OB  StaU  Island,  178.  To 
Gen.  Inrin,  on  4  men  bnmed  nOlro- 
WMfcsin  Phlta.,218. 


Imposts,  on  asfoars  of,  report,  8781 
IndiaBs,  mnrdsrs  by,  15,  22,  167,  265, 
404.  AffaBrs,25,  40,58,  88-^0^19— 
125,  166,  265,  294, 296,  8t7,ilO,  664. 
Treaty  of  peaoo  proposed,  46^  02. 
Hostilities  on  flrontiors,  58.  Con- 
fereaee  at  Onandago,  68.  Report, 
B.  Donglaas  on  nogMiations  wltb^  02, 
70,  88.  OaptalB  Pipe,  B3,  84»  86. 
Coonoil  aft   Dotrh>t»   84.     Vniblus 


T7B 


to  PannsylTanla  holding  »  ooafertttee 
wMi»  &€   piirohu«  of  ImiMli^  IM. 

.  E«nL  of  AwiMbiy  ratpMtteg  pur- 
ehase  of  lands  from,  II L  lUpoii  to 
.QMfMiion  Indtea  «ftte,  US— lai, 
116.  Treatj  with,  161.  Ikauaber- 
kiiA0o^(U7a,)lM»l«l.  SaktMft. 
WailMT  toA  othon  and  kUl  qa  Bnf- 
fUo  ami  SfaoK  ertek^  (ITSS,)  107. 
ComMtt.  •fpointod  to  bold  troatj 
Willi  ladftano,  206.  Gottfwonoo  with 
Lee  and  Butler  on  traatiee  with«395. 
ftetwit  and  niofaiMoat  of  Aoienifalsr 
«■>  814.  Lift  of  foods  for  purobaa- 
ill;  laadi  fhm,  818.  InatniettoiH  to 
aoawnks.,  820.  On  restoration  of 
fti»ntost  888,  88ib  Sjcpoases  on 
transportation  of  goods  to»  hoav  j,  832. 
'Coavrs.  to  troat  with,  aniva  at  Fort 
fitamrix,  848.  Lojiatio  addresses, 
848.  Negooiation  of  Commrs.  with 
-ffllft-KaCloas  oi;  887,  Pine  Crook, 
alias  :fiadaagfaton^  of  treatj  of  1788, 
857.  Answer  of  8U  Nations,  387. 
Deed  firom,  880.  Treatj  at  Fort  Me- 
Intoshy  8»I,  dOSk  Bouvdary  with, 
418.  MardoF  by,  MamaogbUguie 
eipposite  Pittobnrg^  486.  Indian  in 
pcison»  468.  Judge  Bryan,  respect- 
ing  his   trial,   473.     Commrs.   for 

. .    treaty  with,  48».    List  of  goods  for, 
497.    To  be  delirered  by  W.  Mao- 
lay,    and    oxplaaations    res|>oeting 
iMDtiiiS-  on  their  laads  618.     A  piis 
teq«estod>  for  T.  A  J.  Killbnek,  In- 
•  dl8n  iMBtagOS,  returning  home,  688. 
Speeoh   of    Sir   J.   Johnson,    664. 
ladian    treaty    on    bonndary    with 
Dtalled    States,  682.    Obligation  of 
Commrs.  to  doUrer  goods,  Ae.  to, 
.    d80.  Oonferenee  with  "Whelo  Fase" 
and  **  Long  Hair,"  oa  sarrey  of  dona- 
tion  lands,  748.    Segoakqnas    and 
.  €4Dboaow,  741.    Indian  Bobberies, 
788. 

)  lostnietioBs  to  Robinson  andShrawdor, 
09.  To  Betgt.  Loe  and  McOlure, 
188.  9«is.  Indne  to  Jas.  Boggs,  116, 
To  Msjor  Moore,  127,  132*  To  Rer. 
James  Flnley,  163,  (1783.)  To  Capt. 
Shrewder,  186,  (l 788.)  To  Commrs. 
on  Bonndary  with  Virginia,  230.  To 
Lieat'Col.  iUnnar,J88.  ToOoaain. 
to  treat  wtth  Indians,  820.  To 
CoL  Prootor,  rsspeotiag  H.  Carbery, 
828.'  To  Commrs.  at  Wyoming,  830. 
'  To  Sheriff  Antes,  to  arrest  perions 
at  Wyoming  844.    To  Wm.  Irwine 

'     8aland  agent,  487.  ■ 
latemal  eonunereo  pfoooodingt  of  As- 
sembly, and  MsMhaats,  128,  180. 
Irrine,  Hon.  Jaases,  letter  to»  on  pris- 


«B«Htoho4i4ik««M^88. 
aneos  la  Warikington  Co.,  487.  Re- 
iireofroai  V.Pseridni^y»827.  Osse 
of  Boanoand  Dawsom  80ft. 

Irrine^  Ooiu  William,  reepesting  tnit 
of  Uttd^,  68,  88.  AiBortFitt,86. 
InalmotigM  \m  Boigts.,  respoodag 
Feci  Molntosh,  188.  lastmotiOBS 
from,  relatlre  to  lands  opposito  to 
ForiPUtylU.  AgroBMont  with  Mr. 
Boggs,  140.  Letter  from  Pr.Hotsh. 
ineon,U8.  Rooommsnded  as  Und 
agent,  426.  Instraetiona  to,  427. 
8«(Teys  between  Freneh  and  Soger 
Creeks,  609. 

Irwin,  Gen.,  letter  to,  from  Dr.  Hateh- 
insoD.  Foar  me»  bttrned  by  Iktm" 
works  in  Phila.,  218. 

Irwin,  John,  no  eiril  magistraey  in 
PitUbarg,  289. 

Irwin,  Mathew,  ejected  Recorder  of 
i^hUadolphie,  707. 

Jaek,  James,  Magistrate's  Cosmsda- 
sions,  new  and  old  diifert  264. 

Jackson,  David,  elected  delegate  to 
Congress,  437.    L«ttor,602. 

Jail,  site  of,  for  an  exchange  in  Phila., 
104.. 

Jay,  Hon.  John*  elected,  by  Congress, 
Seor'y  of  Ibieign  aiEsirs«-his  doty, 
Ae.,  401,  408,.  667.  Lawa  of  State 
sent  to,  407.  Transmits  a  letter  from 
Mons  Marbois,  400.  And  from  John 
Adams,  relative  to  oonseeratlsn  of 
Amorieaa  Bishops,  488.  Bospeeting 
a  Spanish  sailor,  499.  RepMssnta- 
tives  do  not  attend,  688.  Abont  to 
retom  from  Europe,  <1784,)  667. 
Yiee  Consai  of  France,  786.  Re- 
speoting  Spanish  flee  743.  Inqmiiy, 
759. 

Jenkins,  John,  lettev  oa  Wyossiag,  87. 

Jewish  Congregation  of  Philadelphia 
InvitcB  President,  Ac,  to  attend  eon- 
•oonMtioa  of  Synagog^  in  Chony  9Lp 
(1782,)  781. 

Jobnsoo,  Jnoob,  letter  on  Wyomis^ 
34, 

Johnson*  Sir  John,  at  Detroit^  Indten 
Goanoil,  8^  87.  Speech  to  Indiana. 
654. 

Johnston,  BepJ.,  reapooting  Innds  from 
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429.  On  Alleghany  river,  settling, 
429.    Sales,  641,  002,  003. 

Latimer,  George,  appointed  coramis- 
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Caldwell,  Samuel,  136.  Garleton,  Gen. 
Guy,  13,  101,131.  Carleton,  Joseph, 
Secy.,  War  oAoe,  314.  Carmatben, 
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'  EUtoott,  Andrew,  462.  Bspy,  David, 
114, 119.    Kwing,  Rey'd  Dr.  Jobn, 

•  428, 448. 

•  Filbert,  Peter,  SherHTB  C.  87.  Pinley, 
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<  ConnectioQt,  147, 148,  218.    Qor.  of 
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Matbiaa,  237.  Smmttwoo^,  aot>.  of 
llMjlaoa,  642,648,744,768.  BhMI, 
TboflBM,  ^7,  78»  188, 170. 174, 10#,  447, 
461.  SvUth,  W.  md  W.  Keify,  410. 
Smltb,  Wu.  Hooker,  tm.  •■ly^or, 
Jaeek.  77.  Bovth  Cavattw^  «0¥.  of 
78.  0proa4,  D«vM,  48.  SprenO^ller. 
Janet,  720.  BtaahoM*  Keuy  (B^It 
GaptoO  6«8,  694.  SMobeM,  Baton, 
362.  Storjr,  John,  460.  461,  142. 
StPoee,  Qettniieiotteia^  PktmiifMi, 
86,  Sarrafftiv  Oea.  68,  86^ 
Taller,  Tiiaoiky,  432.  Trafli%nlL  «ot. 
/om,  of  CoftaeeOoDO,  147,  14*  tl8. 
•Vra8lea»ofLoaa  Ollee,  481, 682, 046. 
Troateea,  of  Prorlnee  laid.  76*  -l^na- 
.  tees^  W^eteoreland,  Co.,9l.  9ac4. 
bull,  Manneo,  A  Co.,  SSU 
Van  Berekal.  P.  J.  416.  Van  Canpen, 
John,  24.  Vanoonrer,  Cbariee,  712. 
Virginia,  Qot.  of,  67,  146,  176,  8"2. 
Wardena  of  Philadelphia,  08,  281, 
349.  466,  671,  680.  684,  686,  688,  680, 
808»  807<  War,  OOloe,  27,  888,  468, 
480,  470,  406>  407,  626,  688.  Wuk- 
IngtoB,  eea.  Oeorge^  168^  188. 
Weltiel,  Jobs,  09,  108,  888,  818. 
WilkinaoD,  Oon.  Jaaiee,810.  WllUan. 
aon,  Hob.  Hagh,  887.  Wtieon, 
Jaaaee,  202,  300,  471.  WUaoa, 
Joaepb,  162.  Wilaoo,  WiUiaai|804, 
864.  Wynkoof,  Hentj,  211. 
Lerera,  Robert,  letter  on  eleetloB  in 

Northamptoa  eooaty,  841. 
Lewla,  Thomae,  apposed  bf  Virginia 

eoaimiaaloner  on  bemkdarjv  14ft. 
LiMing^  Andrew,  prleoaer  in  jail,  and 

otbeve,  roTolt,  327-^28. 
Ll^aora,  rognlatioM    reepaetfaig   aale 

•t,  430. 
Livingatoi^  Robert   R.,  Seeretaiy  of 
Foreign  Albira,  lettere  to  and  m4, 
8, 18, 2L 
Uviagetoa,  Got.  Wa,,  of  N.  J.,  leotore 

to  and  fW>m,  103,  386,  468,  780w 
ijean  Oiftoe,  reapeoUng,  67, 160,(1768,) 
170,  174,  100,  228,  447,  463,  614, 
682.  Coanterfeit  eertlflieatea  in  oir- 
enlatioa,  447.  Letter  of  tcaateee  of, 
481.  On  Boaroitj  of  bUla,  481,  646. 
T^eteee  appW  for  billa,  632. 
Loagaehamp,  OL  J.  depoeitioae  re* 
•peeting  kia  eceape,  271-^4. 
Mona.  Marboia  reapeoUng,  277.  Re- 
taken, 277.  Prooaedinga,  868,  881, 
368.  Anonyiaoaa  letter  to  Mona. 
Harboii  reepeotiag,  409.  He  48- 
manda  kha,  708.  Aaka  leara  of 
absenoe  to  aeleet  a  plaatatioa,  748* 
liottery,  raanagert  of  the  State,  tale  of 


mraxL 


618. 

liWftii  B9i4t  w«nMd  lo  deptft  from 
WyomJM,  670. 

.XdtkMis,  JoDA,  8.  G.y  «B  sarT6j  •#  d»- 
Bftlion  Undi,  461, 169.  App^iDtiatBl- 
¥y,46S.  B«tani«of  flarrayc  60A.  Iiet- 
|«r  «f  JaMM  BiftkeDlOA  oa  aarray  of 
doii»tuM»  lnBda-^eoBftrenoe  vith  In- 
diaair  740.  Lettan  and  lastruotionj 
lo»  6S,  66,  66,  96»  756.  Appointed 
#omnuMk»i«r  on  YbgiaU  bonndary, 
923. 

.IWMi««i  GbaT«  da  la»  diapatohaa  ro- 
speoting  paaoa  batiraaa  <2raal  Bri- 
tain and  tha  Uallad  Staiaa,  12. 
Yaladietory  oalesriaf,  979.  Anawar 
af  Connail  to»  982.  Mona.  JCar^is 
pn,  988. 

l^oa,  Wm^  ratnin  of  ahariii  <»  Cnm- 
barland  aoan^,  286. 


If  aClitxa,  BerjiB^  and  H.  Laa  to  take 
potBcaaioii  of  Fori  If  aintoah,  199. 

If  aDonrail,  Sargaoa*  aiok  ooldiaia,  848. 

Melnloah,  Vort,  Instrnetiona  to  6ar> 
jaanta  Jspp  aad  McClva  to  taka  poa- 
a«Mioii  ot,  109.  Situation  of,  891. 
Faeti  reapaeting,  406, 448,  466.  To 
be  raMtod,  764. 

MoKean,  C.  J.  Thomaf,  amwan  to 

'  OonnaU  on  jaatiaaa  of  paaee,  19-2L 
Caae  of  Dr.  Wul  Molaad,  176.  Com- 

.  aiaaioa  expirae— ia  ro>«laated  C.  J^ 
286.  Raapaetiag  Henry  Carberry, 
990»  20L  Aika  for  a  pardon  for  A. 
Bare,  396.  Latter  to,  on  diatmrfaaaeaa 
in  Horthamberland  Co.,  448,  469. 
Opinion  on  elaim  of  Meaara.  Penn  to 
.     ]ntaraat,T89.  e 

.MoCaa,CapL.86. 

Maelay,  William,  letters  to  and  firom, 
46.  Commiaaionar  to  treat  with  In- 
diana, 966.  To  examine  roada  and 
rirara,  129,  180.  Indian  bonndaiy, 
dli^  444.  Appointed  eommiaafoner, 
884.  To  daUver  gooda  to  Indian 
aUafr,  616.  Aad  to  explain  eertain 
axpraaaiena,  610. 

IfcLean,  Alexander,  appoiatmeat  of 
L4.  Beal-^in  Jkvor  of  oondnot  of 
Virginians  in  Westmoreland  oonn^, 
298. 

Uoliaaa,    Ifoaea,  a  commlaaioner  to 

.•  exajntoejrirerB,  886u 

If  oLean,  Brig.  Qenl.,  oa  Indian  affairs, 
76, 71,  SB.    lovltoa  to  dinner,  70. 

M oLeaa,  OoL,  656. 

MoliiUaB,  Rav.  Jobn,  (1788,)  169. 


Tijqgiaia  aa  oaaasaiaBioaar  on  baaa- 
daij,    14C      On  trada  af  UriM 

Jfamaebtagwia,  Indian  pilaoaar  lor 
mnrdar— opinion  of  Jndga  Biyan  aa 
to  biatrial, 478. 

Iflarboii^  Mona.,  reapaating  plagaa  aap- 
poaad  to  axiai  a6  Maraaiilaa,  aad 
ragalatioaa,  ,866.  Letter  from,  861 
Appeal  respcotiag  datiea  oa  a  box 
arriving  for  him«  867.  CoOMtsr 
tandars  tba  box— be  daelinaa,  886. 
Belinqoished  by  Conneil— qnstion 
vaserred,  368.  On  raaobition  of  Coa- 
graaa  aatUamani  of  aeooonta,  869. 
AaonyoMiia  latter  to,  raapeetiag 
Longaehaoap,  469.  Ooing  to  Rea 
TorkwUhCongra8a,481.  A  Fraaeb 
arimiaal,  449.  L.  CoUimot  raiaaaed 
at  by  ra<inest,  447.  Appoiirts  bU 
brother  \^oa  GoaanI,  471.  Demtads 
Longachamp,  706.  Baspaeting  Bag- 
liah  roaa9\  aaaamiag  Frendi  eolovn, 
176,  (1788.)  rsapaeting  Loagaehamp^ 
277,  860.  On  Char.  LoMma'a  de- 
partnra,  288.  Corraeting  a  former 
letter,  311.  At  Fort  Stanwix,  UL 
Thanks  to  Ooonail  in  eaae  of  Loag. 
sehamp,  851.  Complalaa  of  iatanst 
Aotpaid,856. 

Jf  arboia,  St.  Pierre  Kranooia  Baiba  i% 
Vioe  Consul  at  Philadalphia,  476^ 
478. 

Ifaraas  Hook,Taaael  laaaabad,attadied 
under  writ  of  Admiral^  asaapaa  U 
Wilmingtoa— latter  of  Jadga  Ifep- 
kinaon  respaeting,  366.  Plan  a^ 
407,  471,  718. 

M arybmd,  Una  ol  soldiers,  66.  Pasasa 
an  aet  on  reatriotions  of  Briltoh  on 
Ameriean  commeroa,  166.  Correa- 
pondaooa  raspaeting  Henry  OaHbany, 
290-293.  Latter  to  Qor^  829.  Praa, 
324,  744.  Ohinaaa  raoommanded  to 
Got.  of,  627,  628.  Inland  Nar 
tion  oommisaianars,  688,  649. 
raapeeting  elaims,  768. 

Mason  and  Dixon'a  line,  224. 

Maaaaobussetta,  letter  |o  Qor., 
o(  fagitiraa,  864.  Inaolito,  by  CapU 
Staahope,  409.  Aeta  o^  eomnfaipod 
of  by  Britiah,  746-747. 

Matlaok,  Timothy,  memorial,  198-202. 
Letteca  of  attorneys  fbr  State,  292, 
364,  367.  Beepoetiag  hia  aaae^  9, 
868,366.    Baporton,366. 

Mead,  Darid,  oa  Wyoming  aflUra,  29r» 
222,  404,  482,  663,  707. 

Meaaa,  John,  elaoted  aaetlonaar  for 
Pbilada.,  206,  209. 

Memorial8,ofMia*M.Ryan,9l,S98.  Of 
Bphraim   Donglaaa,   118.     Agaiaal 
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Theatrea  !d  PhHadelplifa,  141-14S. 
Of  T.  Matlaok,  198,  22«,  963,  865. 
Of  menhaatfl  of  Pbiladelpbia,  208, 
411.  Fajette  Co.,  280.  Joliii  Frank- 
lin to  Assembly  of  Oonnectiont,  681. 
Of  merebanta  on  Barbair  powers, 
411,418,705. 
Merehants  of  Philadelpbla,  conferenca 
of  Assemblj  witb,  on  internal  com- 
meroe,  128.  Letter  to,  in  answer  to 
memorial,  208,  310.  Letter  fh>m,  to 
Conncll,  regulations,  Ac.,  212.  Ad- 
rice  asked  by  Pres.  Dickinson,  219. 
Tbeir  answer,  221.  Letter  to,  on  piers 
in  Delaware  Rirer,  407.  Memorial 
respecting  Barbary  powers,  411, 418, 
705.  Complaints  of  British  against, 
745. 
Miami  Indians,  85.  On  trade,  744. 
MitBin,  Thomas,  announces  resignation 

of  Washington,  183. 
Military  affairs,  14,  15,  22,  28,  89,  53, 

190,  284,  4S6,  449,  450. 
Militia  companies  in  Berks  Co.,  and 

officers,  190. 
MlUigan,  James,  nominates  John  Story 
as  oommissioner  to  settle  acoonnta, 
426,  427.    Commissioner  on  Snsqne^ 
hanna  RiTer,  755. 
Molaod,  Dr.  WiHiam,  case  of,  176. ' 

Molyneanx, ,  killed,  78. 

Montgomery  County,  no  prison  there, 
408.    Dispute  between  magistrates 
and  commissioners  respecting  fees, 
748. 
Montgomery,  Hon.  John,  letter  respect- 
ing  Court  decided  on  by  Congress, 
216.     Representation   in  Congress, 
220. 
Montgomery,  Joseph,  letter  on  Wyo- 
ming, 31.    A  commissioner,  830, 444. 
Elected   commissioner   to   examine 
rirers,  812.  Asks  for  a  transit*  instru- 
mcnt,  416. 
Montgomery,  William,    appointed   to 
examine  rirers,  ISO.    Resigns,  312. 
Appointed  commissioner,  335.  Elect- 
ed   member  of   Congress,  354.    To 
Council.  765,  766. 
Moore,  Mi^.  Jas.,  recruiting  Instruc- 
tions, 127.    Commands  Penna.  Line, 
181.    Instructions,  132.    On    "Wyo- 
ming affkirs,  183,  187, 197,  209,  222, 
282,  286. 
Moore,  Wm.,  letter  to,  respecting  cor- 
poration papers,  93. 
Morales,  Francis,  case  of  a  sailor,  476, 

499. 
Morgan,  George,  respecting  J.  and  T. 
Killbuek,  Indian  hostages — asks  for 
a  pass  for  them  to  Fittsburg,  526. 
Monii,    Oadwalader,  elected  member 
of  Congress,  854.    Resigns,  354. 


Morris,  Robert,  letten  to,  on  relbsing 
to  pay  troops,  312.  Answer  to,  313. 
Latter  IVom  War  Office,  814.  Answer^ 
310.  Letters  to  and  Arom,  53.  Copies 
of  accounts  sent  to  Council  by  Comp- 
troller Oen.,  481. 

Moylan,  Ool..  regiment,  62. 

Murray,  Lt.  Francis,  difficulties  In  rais- 
ing troops,  679. 

Muskinghum  River  and  Ohio,  propofted 
settlement  at,  (1783,)  168. 


N. 


Hagle,  Serjeant  of  3rd  Pennsylrajiia 
regimen^  orders  to  arrest,  63,  67, 
69,  72. 

Naral  officers,  pa3rments  to,  114. 

V^arigation,  inland,  report,  538,  541. 

New  Jersey,  letters  to  and  f^om  Got., 
103,  366,  458,  730 ;  commissioners  to 
inquire  what  islands  in  Delaware 
rirer,  abore  Falls,  are  in  each  stat^ 
130,  366»  458 ;  resolution  of  Fenna., 
on  jurisdiction  of  islands,  611,  710  j 
respecting  Oapt  White,  730. 

Hew  York,  prisoners  at,  in  want,  68 ; 
demand  for  fugitlTOS,  101,  131; 
boundary  with,  412,  413,  422;  letten 
to  and  Arom  Gov.,  418,  422,  435,  513 ; 
act  respecting  boundary,  422,  435 ; 
commissioners,  422,  450,  454,  711  j 
acts  complained  of  by  ^tlsh  mer- 
chants, 747. 

iflcholson,  John,  Compt.  Gen.,  6,  16, 
28,  29,  46,  48,  50,  52,  53,  93,  94,  96, 
529,  750;  on  claims'*  on  tratton* 
estates,  96 ;  on  James  Searle's  claim, 
97;  asks  for  a  guard,  750. 

Northampton  Co.,  collection  of  tazea 
in,  92 ;  letter  of  council  to  Lieut. 
Craig,  respecting  Wyoming,  296, 
303,  805;  election,  writ  for,  339; 
letter  Robert  Levers  respecting,  811 ; 
letter  to  prothonotaries  respeotlof 
Wyoming,  749. 

North  Carolina,  letter  to  Governoi^ 
demand  for  fhgitlve,  353. 

Northumberland  Co.,  letter  of  CoufioU 
to  magistracy  and  sheriff,  Ae.,  of, 
respecting  Wyoming,  295,  303,  304 ; 
sheriff  to  arrest  insurgents,  844; 
magistrates  to  aid,  844,  347,  460; 
field  officers  elected,  404;  militia 
officers,  444;  disturbances  in,  448; 
justices  of,  to  Alex.  Patterson,  Ac,  to 
keep  peace,  628;  to  John  Franklin, 
Ac,  demanding  arms,  Ac,  629; 
answer  of  John  Franklin,  629 ;  Icftttr 
to  prothonotaries  respecting  Wyd- 
ming,  749. 


7811 


ivtpvx. 


Oath  of  Edward  Fox,  Ml 

Oflleeni,  rank  of,  49;  paj  of,  113,  114» 
179 ;  oommataiion  by  CongreM,  179 ; 
of  troopi  in  Philada.  Co^218,  319, 
235 ;  in  Fay^Ue  Co.,  276;  Westmore- 
land, Co.,  275,  276;  in  Washington 
Co.,  287-289 ;   reqnirod  by  war  olBoa 

:  for  defeneo  of  western  posts,  298, 30t ; 
of  Berks  Cow  miUtia,  191,  331 ;  to  bo 
appointed,  832 ;  returns  of,  Aa,  338 ; 
teld,  eleeted  for  Northamberlaad 
Co.,  494,  444;  rooommend  WHIiam 
Irrine,  425;  of  Washington  Co.; 
488;  Philada.  Co., 443;  militU  eleeted 
under  law,  453 ;  of  Penna.  Line,  wtt- 
ling  to  eontinne  in  serriee  of  United 
States,  488 ;  privates  and  oiBeers  of 
state  in  federal  regiments,  511;  to 
oosamand  regiment  of  federal  miUtia 
required  from  this  etate,  525;  of 
Penna.  Line,  598 ;  of  militia  in  Cum- 
berland Co.,  (1784,)  599>800;  of 
Penna.  line,  (1781)721,728. 
'Oficen,  NaTS^,  retom  of  payments  to^ 

Ohio  rirer,  a  party  proposes  to  form  a 
fettlement  on,  at  month  of  Musking^ 
ttm~-aBa8nalIy  low,  (1783)»  168. 

Oke^,  John,  appointed  oomraiwioaer 
to  Wyoming,  330;  applies  to  be 
eonunissioner  on  Jnrisdietion  of 
Islands  in  the  Delaware,  898. 

Oneida  Indians,  88. 

Opinion  of  Chief  JTnstioe  M'Kean  on 
Peons'  elaim  to  interest,  789 ;  of  Wm^ 

'  ,  Bradford  on  foes  in  Montgomery  Co., 
743. 

Otsego,  Qen.  Clinton  arrives  from  at 
Fort  Snlliran,  719. 

Otwego,  Gen.  Boss  commands  at,  89. 

OtUwa  Indians,  88. 


Paea,  John,  respecting  Henry  Car- 
berrjt  293. 

Paea,  Oot.  Wm.,  of  Maryland,  letters 
to  and  from,  293,  320,  324. 

Page,  John,  appointed  by  Va.  commis- 
sioner on  boundary,  14iS. 

Parker,  Wm.,  letter  respecting  prisoners 
token  by  Indians,  (1783)  167. 

Patterson,  Alex.,  letters  on  Wyoming, 
31, 82, 207, 208, 574;  conforence  with, 
207 ;  to  judges  of  supreme  court,  817 ; 
to  oonncU,  819;  commissioners,  626, 
628,  627;  Justices  of  Northumber- 
land bound  to  keep  peace,  Ac,  628. 

Pay  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  American 
army,  113. 


P<ae»betiPegnOrsatBri|itn  and  UaNed 

Statos,  prefiminariM  signed,  10»  11; 
letter  of  Sir  Guv  Cadton,  IS;  from 
Kear  Admiral  Digby  on,  21 ;  letter 
Esekiel  Robbias  respectiiig  prieonesv, 
26 ;  respecting  goods  imported  from 
Great  Britain  sinee,  28;  proclamation 
of  Congress  for  ThaakigiTing,  134; 
treaty  ratilied,  193,  549;  r^ieiacs 
for,  149.  428;  negodatioas,  185. 

Peale,  C.  W.,  and  other  citisena — inTi- 
tation  to  attend  dellYery  of  an  e«l». 
glum  on  the  brave  men  who  fell  in 
the  revolution,  by  Mr.  Brfrkanridge, 
(1779)  162. 

Peale,  Charles  W.,  tenders  to  eonneil 
a  portrait  of  Presi  Wharton,  pointed 
by  him,  (1780)  163.)  See  VoL  Till., 
p.  319. 

Pearson,  Jamos,  repairs  on  state  honaa, 
Philada.,  373, 420.  426, 442,  536, 54T; 
treos  for  state  bouse  yard,  420. 

Piers  at  Marcus  Hook,  407,  471,  713. 

Pemberton,  Israel,  Ao.,  remonatranw 
(1777)  against  treatment  of  thorn  by 
Older  of  Couoil,  158.  {SffYoLVh, 
page  509.) 

Penn,  John,  Jr.,  and  John  Pana,  8tala> 
ment  of  their  claim  to  thn  protines^ 
and  opinion  of  the  judges  oa  it*  485 ; 
opinion  of  do.  as  to  iatereal,  7S9« 

Peaasylrania,  boundary  between  Ym^ 
8,  56,  72,  81,  95,  96,  125,  145,  171, 
(1783)  175,  181,  228,  231,  333,  238^ 
289, 280, 336,  372,  373,  413,  414^  418^ 
428, 438,  489,  4S9,  506^  573,  602,  8U, 
705;  confirmation  of  Uae  ma  by 
KcTill  and  MeCleaa,  8;  Wyoaring 
affoir8,147,148,711;  [SoeWyoning] 
aaw  state  threatened  nn  friMtiev*-* 
BcT.  James  Finley  sent  to  eonateraet 
it-HM>rrespondeaee,  40,  41 ;  lastona- 
tions  to,  163 ;  Pennsylraain  liae  sf 
soldiers,  55 ;  letters  of  Got.  fianisoa, 
of  Virginia,  on  boundary,  S6, 65^  ff, 
77,  78,  95,  96,  145,  175,  (1783); 
resolutions  of  (Toagress  oa  pnrehaae 
of  Unds  from  Indians,  108»  119, 124, 
126 ;  resolutions  of  Assembly  respect 
ing  pnrehase  of  lands  from  ladiaaa, 
111;  lands  opposite  Fort  Pitt,  115; 
report  to  Congress  on  Indfaui  affairs, 
purchase  of  lands,  4o.,  119-125, 
126 ;  affair  of  CoL  G.  (^z,  and  bonn- 
daiy  of,  81,86,96,128;  pwneediajinf 
Assembly  and  merchants  on  internal 
eommeroe — ^by  roads  and  riFoia,  li|9, 
130,  312;  to  inquire  what  Uaada 
above  Falls  belong  to  this  stale  mid 
Kew  Jersey,  180;  Ci^tain  Chryatao 
reaches  Baston  with  a  detafthmnwt, 
135;  letters  from  Got.  TmmbnU,  10, 
148;   resolutions ,  of   A^aaisM^-in- 
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1^6:  oommiiiionen  appoinUd  hj, 
«B  Yittfiai^  bonadMy,  223  j  instrn*. 
ftioDi  t6  oommiMion^rt  on,  230; 
'«pportloo»«at  of  $636,000,  288  j 
•zAMUted  tftamrj,  241 ;  AlphftbetioAl 
lisi  of  penoDf  attaiotod  of  high 
treatpa  nnder  Ihe  laws  of,  260-260  ; 
oomn^Mionen  to  treat  with  Indians 
K>pointed— Ittter,  266;  affairs  in 
nyotte  Co.,  280)  oponing  of  land 
.  oftea,  282;  objoctions  to  the  lair 
for,  288 ;  Chief  Jostioe  HoKean  re- 
•leotedv  286;  offieers  required  Ibr 
defenoe  of  western  posts,  803;  Pine 
Creek  means  TIadanghton  of^  1768, 
867;  vote  of,  on  settlement  of 
aoooants,369, 370;  report  of  oommis- 
sioners  on  boundary,  373»  374;  Penna. 
troops  in  serriee  of  V.  8.,  308, 394, 403, 
431,  443 ;  claims  of  state  on  United 
Stotes,  897,  898,  422;  pnrohase  of 
land  from  Ind'ns,  412;  boundary  with 
Hew  York,  412,  413,  422,  436,  460, 
464,711;  oommissioners,  422;  James 
ifiUlgan  and- J.  Story,  eomnissioners 
to  settle  accounts  with  tJuited  States, 
426;  western  boundary  described, 
•ommisioners,  462;  Penn,  John,  and 
John,  Jnn.,  their  elaim  to  the  pro- 
▼inoe,  and  judge's  opinion  on  it,  485- 
468;  quota  of  stato,  617,  629,  630, 
631 ;  land  claims  under  Va.  titles,  01 1 ; 
iurreys  of  lands  reoeived  from  Ya,, 
706;  inquiries  from  land  office  whether 
islands  in  the  riYors  belong  to  the 
proprietaries  or  the  Stato,  739 ;  opinion 
judges  of  supreme  court ;  on  claim  of 
Messrs.  Penn  to  interest,  789;  nets 
oomplained  of  by  British  merohaatB, 
747 ;  western  bosmdaiy,  760. 

PenniylTaaia  Ifane,  eommanded  by  If  i^. 
J.  Moore,  131;  instruotioBS,  182; 
resolution  of  Assembly  respecting 
officers,  179 ;  oertifioates  of  final  set- 
tlement distributed  to,  by  Bowen  and 
Beatty,  437 1  letter  of  officers  to 
Council— -pay  and  land,  693 ;  arrange- 
ment of  officers  in,  (1781)  721Jr29; 
plan  and  instructions  for  recruiting, 
(1781)  728-730. 

Pentecost,  Dorsey,  on  Indian  murders, 

.  (1788)  167, 181 ;  deposition,  462;  «i 
boundary,  413;  attack  on  ezolle 
offioers  in  Washington  Co.,  767. 

Pest  houses  on  State  Island,  repairs 
of,  62. 

Petitions,  Robert  Turner.  39 ;  of  John 
Reynolds,  jailor,  at  Phitada.,  119; 
ftt>m  York,  against  Armand's  legion, 
183;  of  Dan.  Drais,  160;  Aaron 
Doane,  348,  716,  717;  P.  S.  Dupoa- 
eeau;    862;    of   captors  of    Joseph 


.  Doaaiv  606;  of  Zehnlon  Botler,  Ae., 

669,  680,  613,  716;  of  prisoners  at 
Easton,  690 :  inhabitante  af  Wyoming, 
699;  of  D.  Dunean  and  J.  Flnley,  for 
Port  Mcintosh,  704;  of  Philadelphia 
road,  near  Master's  estate,  (1773,) 
718. 

Pettit,  Charles,  memorial  of  merchants^ 
208,  211:  elected  delegate  to  Con- 
m$9,  437,  634  :  dums  of  TnmlmU, 
IL  and  Co.,  for  land,  497. 

Philadelphia,  flag  on  Market  St.  hill, 
39 ;  taxes  in,  61 ;  congress  ready  to 
delirer  up  new  prison  tX,  63 ;  street 
oommissioners,  letters  to  and  from, 
66  ;  troops  expected  tetan.  S.  C,  siek» 
66 ;  mutiny  of  troops,  63 ;  eomblna* 
tion  formed  in,  65;  proposals  to 
appropriate  site  of  old  jail  for  ex- 
ehangfr— Directions  by  city  oommis- 
sioners, 104 ;  jailor  at,  petitions  poet* 
ponement  of  execution  of  sentence 
on  account  of  weather,  119 ;  confer- 
ence with  merchante  on  Internal 
commerce,  128 ;  removal  of  seat  of 
government  of  U.  S.— prooeodingt 
in  Congress  respecting,  136;  memo- 
rial against  theatres  in,  141 ;  removal 
of  chevaux  de  frises  from  river,  t3» 
144-146,  349, 360,  665  ;  resolution  of 
Assembly — preparations  for  rejoicing 
for  peace,  149,  428;  congratalatory 
letter  or  address  to  Gen.  Washington, 
on  his  safety  and  return,  150;  his 
answer,  161 ;  government  mansion, 
166 ;  condition  of  hospitol  on  State 
Island,  179;  auctioneers  elected  b^ 
Assembly  for,  206 ;  memorial  of  mei'- 
ehanU,  206 ;  four  men  burned  by  fUrf 
works,  218;  returns  of  troop  of  ligh6 
horse,  218 ;  of  officers  of  first  Ba^ 
talioh,210;  advice  asked  of  mereh'te 
respecting  commercial  interests,  210'; 
their  answer,  221 ;  tex  on  billisrd 
tables,  222,  224;  purchasers  of  city 
lote,  225 ;  returns  of  fourth  battalion, 
235 ;  commissioners  for  division  and 
sale  of  barrack  lote,  289,  241,  261, 
268,  276,  737 ;  call  on  persons  eoU 
lectlng  moneys,  260;  propossls  for 
<<  labelling"  and  numbering  houses 
in,  269 ;  direotories  first  published  in, 
271 ;  chevalier  de  la  Luxeme  leaves 
278,  282, 283 ;  powder  magasines  faU» 
281 ;  number  of  persons  confined  in 
jail  for  felony,  286, 296>302 ;  aeeoonfe 
of  publie  arms,  Ac,  requirOd,  286; 
commissioners  Inquire  about  the  iron 
in  old  jail,  Ao.--law  for  sale,  Ac, 
307;  revolt  in  the  jaU,  327,  829; 
repairs  on  executive  mansion,  383; 
report  on  repairs  of  stete  house,  336, 
348,  372,  420, 426,  442, 493,  635,  5^ 


T84 


INDEX. 


547, 56S;  gnudjvajpiUMii  I3k«t 
of  room  In  magasine  for  powder,  2 


Cbarles  Hellstedt,  Swedish  oonsiil, 
appointed,  362;  dUposal  of  old  prison 
work  house,  407 ;  allowance  to  priio. 
ners,  40T;  trees  planted  in  state 
honse  yard,  420;  Frenoh  oonSnl 
general  leares  for  V.  Y.,  with  Con- 
cress,  482;  miKtia  offioers,  442;  J.  H 
G.  Heineken,  oonsol  at,  firom  United 
Netherlands,  446 ;  piers  eontraot'd  tbj^ 
457, 713;  Chinese,  Ac,  land,  sick  and 
in  want,  627 ;  state  honse  dock  and  G. 
Owen,  (1784)  563;  wardens  want  mo- 
ney to  proceed  with  improvements  in 
riTer,  (1784)  671;  removal  of  huoys 
by  ill  disposed  persons,  580 ;  beacon 
placed 'on  Cross  Ledge,  588,  (1784); 
eheTanxde(Vise,589;  Aaron  Boane  in 
jail  at,  508;  memorial  of  meroh'ts  and 
traders  respecting  Barbary  powers, 
705 ;  Matthew  Irwin  elected  recorder 
of  deeds,  707;  petition  for  a  road 
near  Blastor's  lands,  718;  invitation  of 
Jewish  congregation  to  supreme 
executive  council  to  attend  oonsecra- 
Uon  of  synagogue  in  Cberry  street^ 
(1782)  731 ;  Sieor  de  la  Forest,  vice 
consul  of  France,  735;  comptroller 
asks  for  a  guard  at  st^to  house,  750 ; 
act  to  ascertain  number  of  taxables 
in  Fhllada.,  750;    Major  Fullerton 

'  asks  for  powder  for  3d  battalion,  759 ; 
eity  lots  which  have  reverted  to  the 
state,  762. 

^hile,  Fred.,  naval  offleer,  240. 

Phipps,  Paul,  letter  ttf>m  Pres.  Dick- 
inson  to,  on  his  polite  attentions,  360; 

Pferee,  John,  certificates,  536,  538. 

Pine  creek,  alias  Tiadaughton,  357. 

Pipe,  OoL  (Indian  ohief),  83,  84. 

Pitt,  Port,  53,  83,  95,  115, 167,  (1783,) 
337,  345;  instructions  relative  to 
lands  opposite  to,  115 ;  timber  on — 
agreement  Qen.  Irvine  and  Boggs, 
140. 141,  699;  Col.  Bayard  commands 
at,  (1783)  167 ;  ruins  of  gazrison  at, 
421,462,  464;  depositions  respecting 
— bill  of  sale,  463 ;  ejectment  against 
Gapt  Lucket,  466;  to  be  given  up 
to  certain  persons,  477,  498 ;  safe  a^ 
483 ;  Tumbttll,  Marmie  A  Co.,  claim 
the  land,  497. 

PlUsburg,  election  at,  211;  state  of, 
for  want  of  acting  civil  magistrates, 
289 ;  printing  oiBce  proposed,  421 ; 
Gen  Gage  ord's  works  to  be  demolish- 
•d,  429 ;  ruins,  462 ;  ejectment  aga'st 
Captain  Lucket,  466;  to  be  taken 
possession  of  for  the  state,  as  soon  as 
relinquished  by  the  IT.  8.,  498;  road 
to,  533. 

Pleasant^  Saul,   Ac.,    remonstranoe 


(177?)  oti  treatment,  158.  .  See  ToL 
VLp.  509.) 

Porter,  Ool.,  letter  rsspeettnglils  ra^ 
49. 

Porter,  Andrew,  eommlssfoner  on  W. 
boundary,  M4,  455,  760.  Asks  ad- 
Tice^respeoting  wagons,  fte.,  372. 

Porter^  Cap.  Stephen,  appointed  eom- 
missary  to  oommissioneza  on  bovn- 
dary  with  Tirginia»  43S.  Aska  pay 
to  be  raised,  737. 

Potomac,  falls  as  seat  of  goremmi^t 
of  United  States,  138. 

Potter,  Gen.  James,  arms  fbr  WyooiBi^ 
47.  Letter  to  Pres.  Reed,  (1779. 
See  VoL  TIL,)  militia,  Indians,  Ac, 
159. 

Powder  magadne,  Philada.,  presented 
by  Grand  Jury  as  not  capable  of 
containing  all  Uie  powder,  347. 

Prison,  (new,)  at  Philada^,  62. 

Proclamation  of  Congress  fbr  thanks- 
giving for  peace,  134  Of  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  on -Wyoming  lands, 
146. 

Proctor,  lAomas,  Sherii^  iustsuctloM 
to,  respectii^  H.  Carberry,  833.  Re- 
volt in  jailf  327.  Purchase  of  laad, 
420. 

Prothonotaiy  of  Washington  On.,  letter 
from  Gov.  of  Virginia,  78. 

Prothonotaries,  circulars  to,  ttS^DO, 
749. 

Provlnoe  Island  Hospital,  keeper  ap- 
pointed, 75.    Purchasers  of  lots,  2tt. 

Provisions,  105,  109, 118. 

Provost,  Rev.  Samuel,  ednsaerated 
Bishop,  434. 


Read,  James,  appointed  eommismoMr 

to  Wyoming,  330. 
Reading,  eommissionen  appointed  to 

examine  roads,  Ac,  between  Snsqae- 

hanna,  and  Improving  oommualea- 

tions  between  Sehuyuffl  and  8w- 

quehanna  rivers,  129. 

Case  of  Big  Spring  traets.  Tt9L 
Recruiting,  instructions  to  Ma\}.  Moet% 

IZ7.    Suspended,  529. 
Redick,  David,  dlAon^y  in  ^sureyi  la 

Wasblngton  Co.,  416. 
Reed,  Joseph,  letters  tO|  fhmi  Ooamdl 

(1777,)  respecting  oiBee  of  Chief  Jas- 

tice,157.  Letters  to  and  fiNNn,nr79J 

157,159,160.   Rleeted  memba  Oon- 

greas,254. 
Racings   fbr  paaee,  raiotetioBa  of 

Assembly,  149. 
Remonstrance,  Jas.  Pembeitoa,  Jbta 

Hunt  and  Saml.  Pleasuta  (1777,) 


INDBX. 


m 


«f»intl  trefttm«Dt  by  onUr  of  Oooa* 
.05,1585,    (See  Vol  Ti,  p.  60».)   - 

Exports  to  Auembly  on  boundary  line 
between  Yic^'a  and  Penn'a,  8,  73. 
•6.  In  ease  T.  HaOaok,  9.  Bph- 
caiffl  Donglaai  to  Seo'y  of  war,  S3. 
7o  Congreu  on  Indian  affain,  119 
-125.  On  Internai  Commeroe,  138. 
To  Congress  on  fUI  representation, 
139.  On  interest  on  debt,  342-250. 
T.  Maaaek,  865,  On  national  debt, 
514-520.  On  State  House,  335, 
875,  Couneil  censors,  883.  Of 
Comm'rs  on  boundary,  373,  374, 
508.  On  arrears  of  imposts,  378. 
Of  Comm'rs  on  boundary  between 
Penn*a  and  Virg'a,  508.  To  Con> 
gress  on  revenue  system,  IT.  &.,  732 
^735.  To  Assembler,  (1784,)  On 
Wvomlng,  541. 

Resolutions  of  Assembly,  8,  HI,  139, 
130,  149,  186^  177,  17^  179,  184, 
195, 196, 203, 204,  209, 233,  315,  318, 
233, 334, 335,  336, 365,  387,  360, 412, 
m,  488,  63t,  559»  695,  710^  711, 749, 
T60,  756. 

,  of  Assembly  of  ConnaoUoBt,  116, 117, 
863. 
of  Congress,  27,  86,  90, 105, 136, 139, 

.  194, 209, 241, 507, 508,  511,  520,  528, 
536.   543,  544,  549,  550.  561,  582, 
(1784,)  566-572,  590,  718. 
0f  GooneU  of  Censors^  149, 153,  802, 
326,  327,  332, 

«f  House  of  Delegates,  of  Maryland 
Comm'rs  on  trade,  744. 
of  House  of  Delegates  of  Virg'a  on 
boundary,  (1783,)  171*    Comm'rs  oa 
trade,  738. 

Beturns  of  deserters  from  American 
regimen^  890.  Of  Penns'a  line, 
890. 

of  Military,  23,  390,  393,  436. 
«     of  officers  of  Troops  in  Pbilad'a  Co., 

.  218,  219,  235.  Of  military  stores  at 
Potrt  Island  and  BiUingsporti,  (1784,) 
284. 

Reynolds,   John,  pailer,   petition   to 

.  pos^one  execution  of  sentence  on 

account   of   weatber,   110.    Longs- 

obamp    re-taken,  277.     Revolt  in 

jail,  327. 

Rice,  fort,  165, « 

Rittenbouse,  David,  appointed  Com- 
missioner  to  examine  roads  and 
rivers  $9r  internal  oommerce«  129, 
130.  Comm'r  (1783,)  of  boundary 
with  Vijrg'a,  171,  223.  Treasurer, 
241,  456,  534.    CommiBsionor,  834, 

'  .444,  454,  455,  736.     InstrumenU, 

. . _ 454.    Asks  for  %anadraiit, it  would 

be  useful,  458.    Comm'r  oa  Sosiqiue- 

,.-^n|i4v9fa7fit5^   , 


Revenue  system,  of  V,  B«  report  U 
Ooagresa  on  7S2. 

Robins,  Bsekiel,  letter  on  orders  to 
ditobarse  prisoners,  36, 813. 

Robinson,  Ci^>'t   Thos.,  on    miUtary 

.  ailairs^  14,  99.  Indian  murders,  15. 
Oa  Wyoming  affairs,  47,  48.  In- 
structions to,  99. 

Roots,  George,  deposition  respecting 
ruins  of  Fort  Pit|,  463. 

Ross,  Migor,  commands  at  Oswego, 
89. 

Rush,  Jacob,  Judge  of  Bup.  Court,  res- 
pecting H.  Oarberry,  391. 

Ryan,  Mi^or,  Biichael,  memorial,  ser« 
vices  of,  93. 

Ryan,  Michael,  memorial  respecting 
eertiftcates  received  for  pay— for 
payment  of  which  he  is  in  the  bands 
of  the  Sheriff,  his  services,  Ac,  308. 


St.  Clair,  Oenl.  Anihoay,  on  rank  of 

Col.  Porter,  49.    Sale  of  Fort  Pit^ 

485.    Elected  aactioneer  for  PhilX 

305,  309,  38L    Sleeted  to  Congress, 

584. 
Sandusky  Indians,  84. 
Saphorin,  M.  de  St.,  on  consecratioii 

of  American  Bishops  by  Denmark, 

434. 
Schools,  public,  for  edncatioii  of  youth 

urged  to  attention  of  Judges  of  Su- 
preme Oonrt^  by  Pros.  Dickinsoa^ 

523. 
Sehreiber,  John,  in  charge  of  barrack^ 

Ac,  at  Lancaster,  damage  to  thenf, 

309,  334. 
Schuyler,  Philip,  Commir  on  New  York 

line,  450. 
Sohnykill  and  Susquehanna  river,  oom- 

mnuioation  between,  129, 130. 
Soott,  Thomas,  85,  78,  80. 
Scott,  Thomas,  election  in  Fallowfletd 

Township,  864. 
Scott,  Li.  Wm.,  arms  at  York,  581. 
Searle,  James,  agent  to  Europe  claim 

for  Couipensation,  97. 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  proceedings  in 

Congress  respecting  removal  flfom 

Philadelphia,  136, 139. 
Secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  letters  to 

and  from,  9,  13,  21,  735. 
Seely,  John,  to  H.  Antes,  650,  677, 

678. 
Sellers,  Nathalie  appointed  Commt  to 

examine  roads   and  rivers  with  a 

view  to  internal  commCrcei  129, 188, 

334. 
Shaw,  William,  Wyoming  affair8,'764. 

Answer  of  Prcs.  Dickinson,  781. 
Shawnese  Ladians.  83,  86,  161. 
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8h€ffrg  lettort  to,  63. 

fiheriff's  list  o^  ia  CamberUnd  O0.9 

•    (1777  to  1T83,)  2S6. 

Shoemaker,  B.,  letters  respecting  oor» 
poration  papers,  98. 

Shoemoker,  Henry,  oonTioted  of  zlot 
remoTed  as  a  Justice,  605. 

Six  nations  of  Indians,  negoeiations 
with,  explanation  of  Pine  Greek,  35T, 

Short  .Creek,  prisoners  taken  by  the 
Indians  on,  (1783,)  107. 

Shrawder,  Capt  Pbilip,  retpeetlnf 
Wyoming,  23,  24,  99, 104, 131.  Ap- 
pointed Capt'Q,  131. 

Bknallwood,  Gov.  of  Md.,  faitemal  narl- 
gatlon,  642,  543.  Delegates  OQ 
trade,  744.    Claims,  758. 

Smitb,  Thomas,  Loan  officer,  letters  to 
and  firom,  57,  169,  (1788,)  170, 174, 
190,  447,  461. 

Smith,  William,  as  ^stioe  of  the  peaoe, 
resignation  required,  419. 

Smith,  W*  Hooker,  to  Corporal  MonW 
gomery,  on  Wyoming  affairs,  760. 

Bmyser,  Jacob,  77. 

Snow,  deep  at  Port  Dickinson,  197. 

Soldiers,  disorderly  at  Lancaster,  59. 
At  Philadelphia,  attack  on  Congresa, 
submission,  61. 

South  Carolina,  letter  from  Goy'r  ask- 
ing list  of  Traitors,  99.    Operations 

^  of  Lord  ComwaUis,  (1780,)  173. 

iSpanisb  flag,  a  drawing  sent  to  the 
GoT't,  743. 

tSproat,  David,  on  prisoners'  at  ICew 
York,  68. 

Sproat,  Rev'd  James,  cbaplain  asks  for 
clothing,  720. 

flpyker,  Be]\).,Jr.,  depoutioa  respecting 
H.  Csrberry,  Ac,  677. 

Stanhope,  Capt  H^nry,  British  sends 
insulting  letters  to  Got.  of  Mass., 
499-506. 

^taawiz.  Fort,  arriTal  of  Comm'rs  at, 
346.  Marquis  Payette  addreses  In- 
dians at,  346.   Mon8.Marboiaat,346. 

State  House,  (Philad'a,)  reports  on  re- 
pairs, 836,  348,  372,  420,  426,  442, 
493,  535,  642,  547.  Trees  planted 
in,  420.  Guard  asked  for  by,  comp- 
troller, 760.    Repairs  of  dock,  668. 

State  (or  Provlnoe)  Island,  repairs  of 
Pest-houses  at,  68. 

Steuben,  Baron,  to  Pres.  Dickinson  in 
behalf  of  P.  S.  Duponoean  as  notary, 
.  Ac,  362. 

Btokely,  Capf  n,  22,  262. 

Storr,  John,  appointed  '  with  James 
Minigan  Comm'r,  to  settie  accounts 
between  U.  S.  and  Pean'a,  427,  460, 
451.  742. 

SoIllTan,  Fort  when  and  where  erected, 
719, 


Simreme  Coux^  Judges,  requested  Vy 
President,  'to  recommend  impoi- 
tanoe  of  moral  training  of  youth, 
public  schools,  Ac,  523. 

Sep.  EractTTiTB  CoxmciL,  Letters. 
Agents  of  Confiscated  Estates,  154. 
Antes,  Henry,  Sheriff  Northumbcr- 
laod,  844,  482,694.  Armstrong,  Brig. 
Gen.  John,  686,  688.  Aimstnmg^ 
Lt.  CoL  John,  807,  815,  817,  8J9, 
861.  Armstrong,  Capt.  William,  li. 
Assembly,  195,  198,  223,  407,  427, 
428,  692,  694.  Atiee,  Saml  J.,  888, 
846,  360.  Atiee,  WiiUsm,  394. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  267.  Birthotomew, 
Edward,  442.  Bayaton,  John,  511. 
Blaine,  Bphraln,  609.  Boggs,  Ma- 
thew,  699.  Boudinot,  Elias,  74. 
Bowen,  F.  B.  and  E.  Beatty,  437, 
596,  604^  605.    Boyd,  Hon.  John, 

'  307,  880,  389.  Boyd  and  Annstrong, 
59 1, 627, 680,  662, 664— 669,^79,  676. 
Bradfbrd,  WiiTiam,  jr.,  Att.  Qea.,  494, 
656,  712,  743.  Broadhnd,  CoL, 
Danl,  160.  Bmssine  and  Ganison, 
145.  B^aa,  Hon.  Geo.  16,  78. 
Bryan,  Sam'l,  fSeo'y)  327.  Bvtler, 
CoL  Biohard,  69,  294.  Butler,  WU- 
lism,  421. 

Caldwell,  Sami,  185.  Carieton,  Gen. 
Guy,  101,  181.  Cl^iistle,  Jaaea, 
(Capt)  185,  209.  Circulars,  284. 
Clinton,  Got.  Geo.,  of  H.  Y,266, 
412,  422,  485,  450,  513.  Oommis. 
for  sate,  of  barraokft,  239,  241,  261, 
268,  276.  Commrs.  of  boundaries, 
238,  234,  416,  438,  454,  489,  596. 
Commrs.  of  Cumberland  Co.,  79. 
Commrs.  on  defence  of  Delaware,  26. 
Commrs.  for  treating  with  ladiaat, 

•  265,  325,  382,  333, 346,  357, 992, 395, 
410,489.  Commrs.  on  land^  MI,  545w 
Commrs.  of  Philadelphia,  104,  807. 
Commrs.  of  roads,  538.  Commrs.  of 
Taxes,  238.  Commrs.  at  Taxes  of 
Bueks  Co.,  75.  Commrs;  of  Tmxm, 
Lancaster  County,  82.  Ccnmis.  of 
Taxes,  of  Northampton  Co.,  M. 
Commrs.  of  Taxes  of  Philadelphia, 
51,222,224.  CommrsL  of  Washing, 
ton  County,  136,  584.  Coounrs.  of 
Westmoreland  Co.,  98,   598.    Oou- 

fress,  60,  62,  74,  98,  136,  IftS,  266, 
31,  288,  268,  359,  869, 897,  dlf  ,  417, 
440, 442,  457,  461,473, 489,  498,  494, 
499,  607,  632,  585, 587,  539!,  643,  544» 
786,  745,  754.  Conaca  of  OMaon, 
158,  802,  806,  388, 886^  M6,  6M,  6M. 
County  Ideuti.  286,  846,  41#,  419. 
Cntig,  Thomas,  296,  808,  805k  Cro- 
reoour,  Hons'iv  195.  OammtM^  hL, 
John,  22. 
Dolaay,  8b«>v,  ff,  441, 915.    IMa- 
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wftrt,  Got.  of,  540.  Delegates  in 
Gongtess,  7, 36, 27,  28, 98,  45,  48, 52, 
69,  T2,  161,  151, 154,  155,  156,  183, 
184,  204,  210,  213,858,869,  397,  898, 
449,456,  477,  511,549,556,  563,  575, 
678,  681,  592,  601,  705,  715,  7«>. 
IHekiaeon,  John,  77.  Dougherty, 
Barnard,  114,  119.  Douglass,  Eplu 
raim.  262,  553,  564,  581,  588,  696. 
Donaldsoii,  Arthur,  850.  Donnaldson, 
John,  565, 583.  Dnral,  Hon.  Qabriet, 
291. 

Ellieott  Andrew,  452  Espy  Datid, 
114,119.  £wlDg,ReT.  Dr.Jobn,  428, 
448. 

Finley,  Rot.  Jsmes,  40,  41,  163. 
Fitssimons,  Thoioas,  28,  48.  Flee- 
ion,  Plunket,  523.  Francis,  Tench, 
240,  261.  Franklin.  John,  672. 
Fallerton«  Biebard,  758. 
0albn3th,  Robert,  466.  Oardner, 
Hon.  Joseph,  405,  526.  Qtor,  of 
Conn.,  147,  148, 213.  Got.  of  Dela- 
ware, 540.  Got.  of  Md.,  292,  820, 
824,  526,  527,  540,  542,  543,  744,758. 
Got.  of  aiasstts.,  354,  500,  503,  504. 
Got.  of  N.  Jersey,  103,  366.  Got. 
of  New  Tork,205,  412,  422,  485, 450, 
518.  Got.  of  North  Carolina,  858. 
Got.  of  Sontli  Carolina,  79.  Got. 
of  Virginia,  56,  145,  175.  Grand 
Inquest,  347.  Chierard,  Got.  Benj'n, 
of  South  Carolina,  79. 
Hannar,  Lt.  Col.,  Joslah,  309,  811, 
316,  322,  337,  845, 898, 394,  406,  430, 
448, 455,  465,  468,  479,  483,  490,  508. 
Harrison,  Got.  Benjamin,  56,  145, 
176,  608.  Hays,  ghristopber,  264, 
279.  '  Hellstedt,  Charles,  Min.  U. 
Kethd.,  350,  362,  409.  Henry,  Wm., 
and  G.  Gardner,  405.  Hillogas, 
Michael,  239,  261.  Hodgdon^  Saml, 
39,  59.  Hollingsworth,  Lot!,  350, 
533,  546,  548.  Hopkinson,  Franci^ 
J.  A.,  58,  355, 707,  735.  Howe,  MaJ. 
Gen.,  66.  Hnbly,  John,  278.  Half- 
nagle,  Miohael,  125,  140,  141, 147, 
186,  211,  429,  462,  464,  467,  768. 
Humpton,  Col.,  Riehard,  59.  Hun- 
ter, Samuel,  47.  Hutchinaotty  Dr., 
James,  178. 

Inrino,  Gen.  William,  56,  67,  509. 
Irwin,  John,  289. 

Jacks,  James,  264.  Jackson,  Hon. 
DaTid,  522.  Jay,  John,  Sec'y  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  401,(407,409,  47Ji. 
Johnston,  Bei^n.,  611.  Johnston, 
Col.  Francis,282,  325,  326,  333,  453^ 
Judges  of  Snpreme  Coor^  448,  460, 
523. 

land  Office^  i586,  587,  739.  Lee, 
Arthur,  295.  Lee,  Richard  Henry, 
178,    Lereti,  Robert^  841.    LfTing- 


ston,  R,  R.,  Sec'y,  Ac.,  9.  Living- 
ston, Gov.  WiUiam,  103,  366,  4^8, 
730.  Loan  Office,  57,  168, 169, 174, 
190,  481,  515.  Longsohamp,  J^n, 
742.  Lokens,  John,  8.  G.,  53,  65, 
95,  451,  458,  506.  Luseme,  ChoT. 
de  la,  278,  282.  Lyon,  Wm.  285. 
McClean,  Alez'r,  293.  McDowell, 
Surgeon,  843.  McKean,  Thomas,  C. 
J.,  19, 176, 284,  290,  291,  730.  Mao- 
lay,  Wm.,  46,  346,  418,  444,  510. 
Magistrates  and  Sberiif  of  Korthwn- 
berland  County,  460.  Managers  of 
State  Lottery,  362, 372, 400, 468,  474, 
513.  Marbois.  Mo  s.,  176,  223,  277, 
283,  311,  350,  351,  354,  356,862,  367, 
368,  409,  432,  440,  445,  471.  Mead, 
DaTid,  404,  483,  707.  Merchants, 
committee  of,  210, 212, 219, 221,  406. 
Mifflin,  Thomas,  183.  MilUgan, 
J  mes,  426.  Milligan,  Robert,  755. 
Minister  of  Holland,  415.  Minister 
of  U.  Netherlands,  350,  362,  409, 
415,  435.  Montgomeij,  John,  216 
220.  Montgomery,  Joseph,  444. 
Montgomery,  Wm.  766,  767.  Moore, 
Lt  Col.,  286.  Moore,  M^.,  Jas.,  ^o., 
183,  186,  197,  2|07,  222,  232.  Mo- 
rales,  Francis,  476.  Morgan.  George^ 
526.  Morris,  Robert,  53,  312.  Mnh- 
lenberg,  Frederick,  A.,  Pros.  C.  C, 
153. 

Nicholson,  John,  6,  16,  28,  46,  48, 
50, 52,  53,  93, 94,96,97, 481, 529,  750. 
Northumberland,  Mag.  and  SheriUs, 
295,  304. 

Officers  of  Penn.  Line,  425,  592. 
Parker,  William,  167.  Patterson, 
Alexander,  208,  574,  617,  619,  623, 
626.  627.  675.  Peale,  Cha.  W.,  162, 
(1779,)  163,  (1780.)  Pearson,  Janiei^ 
873,  420,  426,  443.  Peuieoost*  Dor- 
sey,  167,  181,  262,  413,  757.  Pettit, 
Charles,  208,  497.  Phile,  Fre4k.,N. 
0.,  249.  Phipps,  Paul,  359.  Peirce, 
John,  536.  Porter,  Andrew,  378» 
762.  Potter  Gen.  James,  47,  15Q, 
Proctor,  Thomas,  Sheriff,  286,  328, 
420.  Prothonotaries,  78,268.  Pr^ 
tbonotary  of  Washington  Co.,  78. 
ReceiTcr,  Gen.,  of  Land  Office,  647. 
Rediok,  DaTid,  416.  Reed,  Joseph 
157, 159,  If^O,  163.  Reynolds,  John, 
277.  Rittenhouse,  DaTid,  Treaa'i, 
241,  269,  439, 454,  455,  456, 458,  786. 
Robins,  Eiekiel,  213.  Robinson, 
Capt  Thomas,  14,  48.  Ryan,  Mio- 
hael,  808. 

St  Clab,  Gen.  Arthur,  49,  260,  481. 
Sohreiber,  John,  309,  334.  Soott, 
.  Wm.  591.  Scott,  Thomas,  65,  78,  80, 
864.  Soeretary  of  Foreign  Allairs, 
9,  401,  407,  432,  446,  499,  538,  735, 
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SheiifiB,  tZ,  6T.  Shnwdtr,  C»pt, 
PhUlp,  S3,  104.  Bloagb,  MftttK^ 
387.  Smfier,  jMob,  77.  Smitbi 
Wn.,  and  W.  Kelly,  419.  Smith,  Tho- 
mM,  Land  Offlec,  67,  168, 169, 174, 
192,  U7, 461.  Spii>at,B6T.,Ja'g,720. 
Bproat,  David,  68.  Stanhope,  Henry, 
Capt,  603,  664.  Stonben,  Baron, 
S62.  Story,  John,  450,  451,  742. 
Street  Gommrt.,  Pbila.,  66.  Sur- 
veyor Q0n.,  63,  66,  95,  461,  468,  606. 
Taylor,  Timotiiy,  482.  Tmrnboll, 
Got.  Jona.  of  Conn.,  147,  148,  213. 
Tmitees  of  Loan  Oflloe,  481,  632, 
646.  Tnuteeg  of  Westmoreland  Co., 
91.  Tnmball,  Marmee  A  Co.,  281. 
Van  Berkel,  P.  J.,  Mln.  HoU.,  476. 
VaneonTer,  Chailec,  712. 
Wardeni  of  PhUada.,  98,  281,  349, 
466,  671,  681, 684,  686,  688,  689,  606, 
607.  War  Office,  27,  802.  459,  460, 
479,  495,  497,  625,  529.  Washington. 
0on.  George,  160,  161.  WeitseL 
John,  99, 109,  222,  348.  Wilkinson, 
Gen.,  James,  610.  Williamson,  Hon. 
Hugh,  397.  Wilson,  James.  399,  471, 
Wilson,  WiUiam,  304.  WUson,  Jo*s, 
153.    Wynkoop,  Henry,  211. 

Sarrejror  General,  instructions  to,  res- 
pecting lands  and  lots,  63,  56,  66. 
Meetin|f  at,  on  surrey  of  lands  reo'd 
firom  Virg'a. 

Sofqaehaima  Biver,  Comm'rs  appoin- 
ted to  examine,  129 ;  and  opening  a 
Communioatlon  between,  A  Schoy- 
kill,  129,812.  Proposal  for  building 
a  Town  on  east  bank  of,  1519, 
Comm'rs  appointed,  130. 334.  Heavy 

■  freshet,  222.  Tiadaughton,  means 
Pine  Creek,  357. 

Swedish  CodbuI.  Charles  HeUsted  ap- 
pointed, 3 ''2. 

T. 

Taxes,  61,  52,  76,  79,  82, 222,  224, 
^Siylor,  Timothy  respecting  Solomon 

Yidcars,  482,  433. 
Tladaaghton    Creek,    of    treaty    of 

1768,  explained  by  Indians  as  Pine 

Creek,  357. 
temple,  John,  Consul  Gen.  flrom  Gi«at 

Britain,  544. 
Thanksgiving    dft.y   for    peace,   pro- 

claimed  by  Congress,  134. 
Theatres  in    Philadelphia,  memorial 

against,  141. 
giom|MDn,  Geni,  488. 
jTidd,  Martin,    deposition    respecting 

Wyoming,  196. 
Traitors,  Confiscated  estate.  Controller 

Nichobon  on,  96.    List  of.  260. 


Traasuy  Baard,  lattars  to  aad  teas 
loan  officar,  to  give  bonds*  627. 

Trees,  elm,  presented  by  CoL  Gaem 
Morgan,  for  Sute  honae  yaxd,  thsmka 
ofCoonoilfor,420. 

TnimbnU,  Gov.  Jno.,  of  CoBnaetiant, 
proclamation  OB  Wyoming^  146.  Lei- 
tars  to  and  from,  147,  148. 

Trostees  of  Genl  loan  oAaa^  431,  614, 
646. 

Tnmball,  Mannle  A  Co.,  on  Blaring 
powder  in  magaaine,  28L  Clasm 
for  land  on  which  JPoii  atanda  at 
Pittsburg,  497. 

Turner,  Robert,  raisaa  flag  on  Martat 
atreathiU,89. 


United  Ketharlands,  letter  frras  Prea. 
Dickinson  to  minister  o(  respeoliBg 
Longpohamp,  361.  Bxtraet  of  let- 
ter from,  108.  Letter  from  P.  J. 
Van  Berekal,  respecting,  416.  Prea. 
Dickinson  to  the  miaiater  of,  436. 
J.  H.  Christian  Hainekeo,  oonaal  d; 
for  PhU'a,  446. 

United  States,  and  Great  Britain,  pre- 
liminaries of  peaoe  betwaea,  signad, 
10.  Seat  of  Govemmanty  proaead- 
ings  in  Congress  on,  136  1381  &a- 
tums  of  PeaA*a  troops  in  serriea  ot, 
393,403,431,449.  Claima  of  Penn'a 
on,  397,  398.  John  Jay  aiaated 
Sec'y  of  foreign  affaire,  401,  462. 
J.  MUligan  and  J.  Stoiy,  Gomm*n 
to  settle  accounts  between,  and 
Penns'a,  426.  Will  barely  reUnqaisb 
Pittsburg,  493.'  Nadonal  dab^614 
-20,260.  Loan  office,  520-622.  Be- 
port  to  Congress  on  Bevenoa  system 
of,  732,  Comm'ra  appointed  by 
Virg'a  OB  trade  oC  738;  do.  by 
Maryland,  734. 

TTniversity   of   Penmsylvaais^ 
aUotted  to,  196. 


Tan  Borekel,  P.  J.  respecting  a  paJtU- 

'  cation  in  a  newspaper,  413. 

Van  Campen,  John,  Latter,  af  Ca^  P. 
Shrawder,  to,  24. 

VancouTcr,  Chas.  patronage,  for  a 
book,  712. 

Tickers,  Solomon,  case  of,  on  chaisa  of 
robbery  in  Bucks  Co»  432. 

Ticgiuia— Boundary  line  baiwaen, 
and  Penns'a  8,  66,  72,  77.  U,  96, 
146,  146,  171,  175^  181.  22S»  232, 
233,  286,  269,  280,  298, 336, 373^  173, 
374, 413,  414, 428, 438,  469,  489,  606^ 
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HmtImb,  M»  6i,  7S,  77,  78,  9*»  146, 
U^  (I7n.)  Om^  of  OoL  Cos,  81, 
\m,  172,.  (1788.) 


Mpointod  by,    146,    RMOlntkMi   of 
HolM«f  BoteartM,  1988,  171.  OoA- 
b  of  Fnmi^lwiS^  (1788.) 


171,   8S&    Omo  of  John  Oonpb«U, 

178.    fLtjtm  flnsaoo  plan,  ofi3on- 

gntM,  173,    (1780.)    AgroomoDt   at 

BalttaBoro,288.    Latter  A.  MoOloaii, 

.  MapooHagWMftaoMlaBd,  298.    Re- 

part^  of  OoflMDittlOBart  oa  Boandary, 

873,  874.     Biffiralttaa  an  aarreys, 

414.    IlepoHofOoBMniatioaan,*608. 

TiOai  m  Waahingtoo  Co.  414,  417. 

.  Moating   ai  Snirayor  Gonaml's  ra- 

.  ipaatiag  mireya  of  Land,  obtaiaad 

from,  706.    Raaolatioa  of  Hotiaa  of 

Otlagataa,  appolatittg  Ooauaiailonorf 

an  ImdaofU.B.7d8. 


Wavdani  «f  PfaUadalpliia,  ramoTal  of 
Obevwada  flriiafiK>i&  Birw,  93,  849, 

.850,898,607.  Onatori&gof  powdar, 
88L    Plan,  407.    CoBtfaoi  for  pien. 

.468.  Baawtml  of  Booya  Ao.,  680. 
J.   Boiivaidaon   rarfgna,    688»   684. 

.Joaepb  JkOlook;  elaotad,  688.  Bz- 
panditaraf,  686.  Baaeon  od  Orosi 
Lada,  689. 
War  oAaa,  laUaf*  to  and  flrom,  27, 802, 
814,  816,  469, 461, 479,  494,  497, 639. 
Ooipa,  nndar  OoL  HarsMiy  naoasaaiy 
lopvotaotlaada,  496. 
Waabiagion,  Co*  naw  atata  tbraaOanad, 
Rav.J.  FiBlay  santto,  40,  41,168. 
Letter  of  Pirotboiiataiy,  78.    Oaaa  of 

.  Gal  Ooz,  81,  98.    126.    Tazaa,    136, 

.698.  Laid  oat,  181,(1788.)  D.  Pen. 
taoost'an  alEaira,  362.  Ratam  of 
BOitia,offlaania,  287.  diOooltias, 
from  Yfrgittia  titlaa,  416.  Batam 
of  pablie  atoraa.  In,  486.  aad 
oiloara  of  BlUitis  in,  436,  Jobn 
Story,  agent  on  aoooonti,  461.  DIb- 
tarbanoeain,467,664,  685.  Doane, 
gi^ea  IroQbla,  in,  682,  684.  Com- 
miMionam  of,  684,  687,  693.  J. 
Staty  opeoa  oAae  for  acUiMtingelalma, 
742.  Atkaek  on  Bzeiia  offioa  of, 
767. 
Waahbigton,  Ckn.  Qaorga,  addram  of 

.€MineU,  eengralulatafy  on  bia  Mlrty, 
4e.,  160.  Hia  reply,  161.  Letter  of 
Prai.  Dieklniony  ta  Dalegatei,  rag. 

'geating  an  aannal  aam  to  meet  Ez- 
penaei  arialng  out  .of  bia  poaiUon, 
163, 186,  676.  Anawar  from  Dele- 
in  Congraaa,  166.  Bnggaata 
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,  of«m*lnlbaBt«tai,Y64. 
Eenannaaa  bis  eomadariott  to  Oan- 
greai,  183,  (1783.) 

Weed,  Cap.  Bl^|ab,  Inatraetiana  latpaoi. 
ingfagiMToata  New  York,  10SL 

Waiaar,  SaiMal,  propoaad  aa  Interpre- 
ter, 266. 

Weitaal,  Jaba^  Letter  ioy  99,  109,  282, 
848. 

Weatem  Landi,  anggaitictas  reapeetlng 
Ceaakm,  of  162. 

W eatmareland,  Co.,  new,  State  tbroat- 
eoad,  Bevd.  J.  Finley  aant  to,  40,  41, 
168.  Hann«*8  Yown.  aa  Conaty 
iea4,91.  CommiaalonaTB  interfered 
witb,  by  VIrginiatti,  98.  Fayette, 
Oa.,  fonnad  from,  118,  181.  Alarm- 
ing atate,  of  Manallen  T.  147,  663. 
Rangers,  Cap.  Stokely,  262.  Re- 
tnmi  of  Held  offieers,  376,  278.  SUta 
of  affairf.  279.  Letter  Aiez.  Me 
Clean,  ezonlpatory  af  tbe  Yirginiani, 
294.  John  Story,  agent  on  aoeonntB, 
460.  Read  to  Pittsburg,  683.  County 
Commtaaionen  on  attaeka  on  Col- 
leotora  In  Springblll  Townabip,  594. 
Franklin  Co.,  formed,  603.    J,  Story, 

.  opens  ofllee,fera4}asltngelai»i,  742. 
James  Hnmilton,  eleeted  Register  of 
wiUs,  Reeorder  of  ]>aed%  760. 

Wbite,  Cap.  Robert,  n  Traitor,  letter 
from  QoT.  of  New  Jersey  raspaetiag. 
780. 

Wbite,  William,  eonseerated  Amari- 
ean  Biabop,  484. 

MWbole  Faoe,"  and  »Long  Hatr," 
Indian  Chiefs,  eenferanoe  with,  740. 

WUkinson,  James,  Commissioner  to 
ezamine  Rirers,  129,  130,  884.  Re- 
signs,  bis  eonunlsstona  as  B.  Genl. 
610. 

WflHams,  Amos,  ease,  at,  713. 

WUUaBBaon,  Br.  Hvffb,  l«ttsr  to,  in 
anawer,  n  member  of  Congress,  397. 

Wilson,  James,  AUj.  for  State,  la  ease 
of  T.  Matiaak,  202.  Tborongb  know- 
ledge of  Wyoming  atbirs,  204.  Agent 
on  diapnted  lands,  899.  Sleotsd 
delegate  to  Congress,  487,  634. 

Wilson,  Joseph,  claim  for  arrset  Df 
Joseph  Doane,  162. 

Wilson,  WiUiam,Lieat  of  Kor«b«mber- 
land  Co.,  reapeetlng  Wyoming,  304. 
To  J.  A.  664. 

Wyandot  Indians,  86. 

Wylle,  Capt  of  artBlery  artiioerf,  94. 

Wynkoop,  Heniy,  letter  to^  on  raoaney 
in  magistraey,  211. 

Wyoming,  net  relative  to  snita  al,  6. 
Betmm  of  Stores,  14.  Letters  of  Cap. 
P.  Sbrawder,  23,  24,  104.  Retdm  of 
Slokely's  eompany,  22.  Letter  of, 
Alaz.  Patlifson,  80, 82,  36.    Joseph 
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ll<MliDM«iir*  Sif  ^  JFM0b  Min- 
««B^  34.  list  of  ptMriMM  «l»  who 
wish  to  support  the  laws,  S7.    Osp. 

RohteMB  9M,  47..  AasoBitLoB  Miit 
to»4r4  PiroHsioutoboooirt  to»  09. 
Piontioai  fnr»  104.  Jtsiias  of  Otp. 
BobiiuoB,  4  Bhnwders,  Oompoaiw 
ilT  .  PttMrlnttlft  ftinfi  M,  lOi, 
Provisions  for,  lOi,  109,  IBL  Bmo- 
hitlMiByof  AsMSfthlj.  of  OoBBOotieaA^ 
118, 117.  Reports  of  AssomUj,  224. 
Proposals  for  supplylni^  troops  wiUi. 
prorisioiis  ttt,  118.  P.  Shrewder  ap- 
pointed  CaptMO  a^  18L  Hsgor 
Koore^eewMada^PsnAsa.  line,  181, 
1^8.  Gap.  Ghrysftio,  seaohies  Baalon, 
with  adetachmofit»  184.  Pkoolamalion 
of  Got.  of  Coaneeticiit,  respeetiag 
lands,  140.  Lettera  to  and  from  Got. 
TramlraU,  147, 148.  DeoisEon  afMust 
Oomeotioait  usezpeeted,  14&.  In- 
Btraeaoas  to  Oap.  fihravder,  (1788,) 
104.  Loiter,  J.  Moore,  188,  187, 
280.  Troops  a4  Port  Dkkiaaon,  X89, 
197.  AesohiitioB  of  Ooagress,  for  a 
Ooiut  to  dotermine  richt  of  soil,  194. 
BesolatioDS  of  AnmAxt  intontionB 
of  State  towards  CkNmeotioiit  settlors, 
190.  I>epe8itioii  of  Martin  SKdd, 
190.  Deep  Saow,  197.  Oonditioa  of 
Settler^  197.  Papei^  asked  te  by 
OoiaeU,198.  PeansylTaaia,  opposed 
to  reTision  of  deeision,  at  Trenton, 
294»  210«  21«.  LeUer  to  Got.  GUa. 
ton,  of  N.T.  204.  BehaTionr  of 
Bettlem,  iVt,  206.  Letter,  Prea. 
BiokiBSMi,  to  Got.  T.  2U.  J. 
MoatgooMiy,  on  the  eowt,  210^ 
ProTisionsv,  222,  282.  Time  of  with- 
drawing  tiro<qM  ftwUf  224.  Latter  of 
Congress  on  Goart,  231.  Letter  of 
GonneiUto  MagistraQj  aad  BheriA 
of  Korthamberlaiid  Oo,  raspeeting, 
296  804  To  Thomas  Graig,  LLsni  of 
Koithampton  Co.,  on,  290,  808. 
Letter^  of  Council,  to  Lient.  Wnson, 
ofNorthnmheiiaodGo.,  804.  Onm- 
oil,  to  Boyd  and  Atmatnmg,  807. 
Wheat  reaped  on  dilated  laaSi  how 
diapQsodof817,  337. 
Letter  of  Pros,  to  GoL  Armstrong, 
meawves  reapeoting  loads,  Ao.,  819. 
Hob  shut  ap  in  the  ganrisoa  at  Port 
Dickinson,  321.  Gomadssionecs  Up- 
pointed,  830.    lastiaottoas  to,  330, 

.83^  ProTisionB,  848.  Sheriff  to 
arrest  certain  iasnrgentB,  344.  Tvoopa 
to  march  Arom  Baefcs  and  Berks  Cos. 

.  for,  346.  Order  to  magUtiates  of 
Northnmherland,  347.  Letter  to 
delegates  on  oUims,  399.  James 
Wilson  appointed  to  manage,  399. 
David  MoaOf  leUor  on  stete  of  aWrs 
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oa  dtatarbaaeaa  ia 
Co.,  448,  400.  Boport  of  Canait- 
tea  of  AssomUy,  460,  47U  Sheriff 
Aales  ohaiged  with  wot  oaasMlag 
his  daty,  4XL  Lotten  of  1>.  Maad, 
207^  222,  404,  462.  IT yiiiliUliiH  of 
Ooagnas,(lf84,)oa«oarl^UO.  Bo- 
port  to  iaaamhfy,  (1764,)  patattea  of 
ShafdMod,  Ae.,  (1784»)  461,  642, 667. 
Prooeodiags  of  Aasendbly,  (IftO,)  667 
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